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LECTDEES ON 
NEW REMEDIES AND THEIR THERAPEU- 
TICAL APPLICATIONS. 

NEW TOBE MEDICAL COLLEGE AMD CBABriY HOSPITAL. 

Bt SAMUEL R. PEECT, M.D., 

LEOTURB I, 



Oentleuen: — It is not known bow long koa has been used 
in medicitie, but the Greeks, who had tlie vanity to claim 
cTery good ipvenlion or application as their own, seem to 
Lave discovered the use of iron in medicine ; but tbej 
must first procure for it the sanctJOD of soroe deitv; :a this 
instance the deity persouatfid a vulture — a fit emblem of the 
ravenous propensides of their priest-doctors. 

It i» Esid tdat a shepherd, who professed to be poBsessed 
of superuatund powers (b kind of ancient clairvoyant), 
was appealed to by a young prince for a remedy to relieve 
him of impotence. This youog prince, Tphiclee, the son of 
Philaeus, was unable to perform his mari^ dutiea. In this 
State of tbin^ the sages were right in inducing him to pay 
a solitary visit to his uncle. While from home, enjoying 
the bracingsir of the bills, and practising forced abstinence, 
he met the shepherd Melampus, who for hk benefit slaugh- 
tered two bulla. The intestines of these two bidis were cut 
in pieces so as to entice the birds to an augury. AmoDg 
those which came to the feast of these dchcate and savory 
morsels, was a vulture, which in payment for the feast 
informed Uelampus that the young prince Iphicles had, 
when a boy, stuck a knife, wet with the blood of some 
rams, into a consecrated chestnut tree. The bark of the 
tree had subsequently grown over the knife and inclosed IL 
The vulture disclosed the place where it was hidden, and 
directed that the rust should be scraped oS, and put into 
wine ; this was to be drunk for ten days {of course under 
the usual close sacerdotal watcbings), in which time be 
would recover from his impotence, and be capable of 
begetting children. The advice thus given to young Iphi- 
cles was followed wilii perfect success. 

Let us turn to the special considei^tion of the iodide of 
iron. Dr. A T, Thomson of London first brought this sub- 
stance before the profession in apamphlet written in 1634 
enUtled " Observations on the Preparatioa and MedJcin^ 
Employment of tie loduret and Hydriodate of Iron." But 
it was used previously by Dr. Parquin in 1824, and by 
Prof, a Jackson in 1832. 

There are various officinal formulae for the preparation of 
tbis substance, all of which aim to its preparation witli the 
least possible exposure to the air. In prelbrence to any of 
Ibem, I will give you tlie one I have been in the habit of 
n^^ since the autumn of 1838, as it diOers a little in the 
manipulations from those usually employed. This substance 
is always best when freshly prepared, and it is well, there- 
fore, to make but a small quantity at any one time. 

lutroduce into a Florence Rtak % iv. of distilled water, 
and ; vj. of clean iron turnings, and add graduallj' iodine 
in quantity of about 3 j. at a time, until Jij. of iodine have 
been introduced. A new portion of iodine should not be 
added until the previous one has entered into combination, 
for if too much iodine is added, the action is too energetic, 
great heat is evolvecL and vapor of iodine is given off in 
abundance. Al^r all of the iodine is added, the solution 
remains for a time of a dark brown color, but by agit&- 
lioQ chaflges to a deep green. It should then be boiled 
for some minutes, and filtered, while hot, into a clean Flo- 
rence flask. It b desirable to filter quicluy, and partly for 
this object, and partly to avoid decompositioi^ I have 
always.used four small iron rods between the funnel and 
Am. Mn>. Tubs, You IV., No. 1. 



the filtering paper. These rods are suspended in the funnel 
by being bent at the upper end, and thus are auKwrled by 
the edge of the funnel Care is required in pourmg the hot 
solution into the paper filter, lest it be broken. It riiould 
be conducted by means of an iron rod upon the upper por- 
tion of the filter. Aller it is all filtered into the clean flask, 
a rod of iron wire is suspended, by being bent at the extre- 
mity, from the top of the flask, but it should be too short 
to touch the bottom. The solution is now allowed to boil 
slowly until it begins to assume a dark appearance, when it 
requires to be constantly agitated. With the \tiie small 
portions of it can be frequently tried, on a cold piece of 
glass, or porcelain, and when it is fotmd to crystallize pro- 
perly the whole may be poured out upon a clean iron or 
porcelain slab. As soon as it is cold it should be broken 
up, and put into closely stoppered bottles. It is in greenish- 
black tabular crystals, which are very deliquescent in tlie 
nir. and soon decompose into sesquioxide of iron and free 
iodine. 

By this formula I Lave prepared large quantities, and 
with uniform success. The evaporation is not cooductod 
so quickly in a Florence flask as it would be in an iron or 
porcebin dish, but it is not acted on so much by the air, 
And this more than compensates for the time lost^ Unless 
I wish to obtain it in thin flat cokes, so as to be easily 
broken and put in small bottles, I generally allow lie 
evaporation to be perfectly completed, and ttien permit the 
salt to cool and crystallize in tJie flask. The flask is then 
broken, and the mass put away in large-mouthed stoppered 
bottles. Where you wish to have a mass of uniform size 
and ^peainnce, to put in small bottles, and to look well, 
you had bettor pour the salt out upon the slab ; but if you 
wish it for use only, and are regardless of uniformity of 
size and appearance, it is better to allow the cooling and 
crystallization to take place in the flask. Even by the best 
processei it is difficult to obtain this salt perfectly pure, as 
It so readily unites with oxygen, and by "this means be- 
comes contaminated with the sesquioiide of iron. Some 
endeavor to prevent the change by evaporating the solution 
in iron dishes, and In a hot air press. 

Iodide of iron is a greenish black crystalline substance, 
of an unpleasant, styptic, and pimgent chalybeate taste. It 
is exceedingly deliquescent, and soon decomposes upon 
exposure to the air. If exposed to a high temperature, 
violet-colored fumes of iodine are given uff, and sesquioxide 
of iron is left behind. When recently prepared, it is 
wholly soluble in both water and alcoho^ and the solution 
at first is of a pale green color, but it soon becomes turbid, 
growing more so -every hour, and a brownish deposit of 
iron gradually increases in quantily. If the solution is 
strong, it bijcomes an orange red, owing to the presence of 
free iodine. Aa the iron separates it is at first a protoxide 
but it rapidly becomes a seaquioxide from the absorption of 
oxygen ; hydriodic acid is set free, and the solution is found 
to be acid, but by the action of air and light this soon 
changes into iodine. 

When the iodide of iron was used in solution various 
plans were adopted to prevent the rapid decomposition, the 
most frequent of which was the suspension in various ways 
and forms of iron in the solution ■ but these were not 
sufficient to prevent the change. It was very difficult to 
form it into pills, for the least moisture mode them so deU- 

Juescent that they became moist, friable, and either softened 
own into a wet moss, or broke up into small pieces. Be- 
sides, when freshly mode and administered at once, tbey 
were apt to cause derangement and irritability of the sto- 

If administered in the fluid form it had to be made fresh 
very frequently, and its taste was harsh, styptic, and un- 

Eleassnt, and it was difficult to administer it to children. 
□dependent also of its easy decompontion by the air it 
was most rapidly decomposed by any sufcatance that was 
incompatible with sulphate of iron ; it was also incompatible 
with uie alkalies and their carbonate^ and other substances 
with which physidans wished sometimes to assomate itu 



The dry salt is composed of 
One eq. Iron .... 28 or 18-2 pet cent. 
One eq. Iodine ... 126 or 818 " 

154 100-0 . 
After the introdoction of this subetancc it waa osed very 
extenmvelj, sod in epite of its many disadvantftgea it was 
fouod to be a most muable remedj. But aa it decomposed 
80 quickly, its adminiBtration was both tedious and difficult, 
sod it frequently occasioned, when taken in pills, great irri- 
tability or the stomach. AH physicians acknowledged its 
great utiltty, and expressed the necessity of some means 
being adopted lo make il a stable and unchangeable sub- 
stance. In the early part of November, 1838, my brother 
had a patient to whom he was administering this substance 
in solution. As it so rapidly decomposed 1 prepared it 
from the salt, fresd) every day, tmd on one of these occa- 
aions, thinking to make an improvement in the taste, I 
filtered it intoathick sjntp. It was brought back, because 
it differed so much in appearance from any that bad been 
before made. Instead of a muddy solution containing a 
deport of sesquioxide of iron, which was constantly in- 
creasing in quantity, I found a solution as clear and trans- 
parent as when I made iL It was carefully put aside with 
the cork left out of the bottle until the nest day, and was 
then still fouod clear, transparent, and unchanged. Here 
then was the desideratum sought for. But I asked myself 
the question, why is it not decomposed ? It was evi- 
dent to me that the ?;rup protected it from oxidation 
by the atraospbcrc. Following these deductions 1 the 
same day mode for the first time the Syrupus Ferri lodidi 
from a newly prepared solution of Iodine and iron, 
and filtered while hot directly upon sufficient sugar to make 
a thick syrup. This sample was shown at once to Profes- 
sor Torrey, and exhibited by him to his clas?. From this 
time it was extensively employed by physicians with whom 
I was acquainted, and my own preparation woe soon used 
in great quantities, in the New York Eye and Ear In&r- 

In 1839, Hr. Frederking, of Riga, made the same dis- 
covery, and published it in Buckner's Hfperlorium ; 
Wackenroder, and Kerner and others, publisdied articles 
upon it in the German journals soon after Frederking'a first 
publication. In 1840, Professor Proctor published an able 
article upon it in the American Journal of Pharmaqf. M. 
Dupaaquier, of Lyons, claims to have discovered it the same 
year that I did, 1838, and although neither he nor I pub- 
lished it, we did not keep it secret, but did all we could, 
through our private influence, to make it known, and to us 
simultaneouBly (he in Lyons, I in New YorkJ is due the 
credit of first preparing iL I can prove my claim to llie 
discovery of this important article, and I hare always up- 
held it, but I have never quarrelled over it ; 1 have but re- 
joiced thai a substance next in importance to iodine itself, 
IS now within the reach and use of^all. 



Each of the Pharmacopceias has a formula for the pre- 
paration of this article ; but they all vary in the amount of 
the iodide conttuncd in a given quantity. I will describe 
to you the formula by wliich I firdt prepared it, and then 
show you wherein it dlHers in strength from the U. S. 
formula. 

Into a Florence flask I put about 4 0£. of distilled water, 
and H oz. of clean iron turnings. Iodine was then added 
in small quantities jit a time, until 1309 grains (2 oz. 5 drs. 
49 grs.) were introduced. When the action between the 
iodine and iron had ceased, the, solution was brought to the 
boiling point, and maintained at that point for a few mi- 
nutes. Then, by the same arrangements of the funnel, as 
described to you a few minutes ago, the fluid was filtered 
into a bottle containing 2 lbs. (troy) of sugar, and boiling 
dbtilled water added until the whole measured 1 quart 
10} drachms —16,000 minims. While filtering was pro- 
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gressing, the bottle, which was a graduated one, and kept 
lor IJiis purpose, stood in boiling water, and it was fre< 
quently shaken to dissolve the sugar. A spiral coil of wire 
reaching from the bottom to the top, was left in the bottle, 
or into one into which the syrup was transferred. You 
will, by calculation, observe that every minim of the synip 
contained y,tb grain of iodide of iron, and that the quan- 
tity being in dedmab was easily calculated. By my 
formula there were 6 grains of iodide to f. jj.; by the 
U. S, formula 7i grs., and by the British, 5 grains to the 
f. 3 j- My formula is certAinly the mosi, convenient, as the 
quantity of iodide in any given quantity is 80 eaaly calcu- 
lated by decimals, there being 10 grs. in every 100 minima 
The formulas, in other respects, differ only in the minor 
manipulatiooa, and in the quantity of sugar employed, 
which is not large enough in any of them. The name in 
the U, S. Dispensatory is given as Liquor Fern lodidi ; 
tliis'is a change I do not like, and it is not as appropriate 
as that of Syrup, which is used by the British colleges. 

A great deaf of the syrup of the iodide of iron that is 
made, decomposes very quicltly, and a layer of more or lees 
thickness and dark color is seen upon the top. This is 
generally owing to some fault in the preparation, fre- 
quently, I think, from not being boiled, or brought near 
to the boiling temperature, or it may be produced by 
adding cold water instead of boiling water, to make up Uie 
quantity required by measure. Cold water always contains 
some atmospheric air, which is driven off by boiling. I 
have had many samples shown to me that were colored 
and decomposedj which were restored, if boiled with a coil 
of wire in tlie syrup ; they kept well afterwards. I always 
stand the bottle for some time in boihng water, or boil the 
syrup, and it keeps better for so doing. 

When freshly made, the syrup bos a greenish tinge, but 
it lo^es the green color by age. A peculiar change in the 
color takes place, if a bottle full of it stands in the sun's 
rays ; however closely corked or sealed it may be, it losee 
its color, becoming white and more transparent. If desir- 
able to give this in pilular form, a synip of double or four 
times tlie strength of that just mentioned, may be made, 
and may be evaporated down and mode into pills, or put 
into the double gelatine capsules. I know of no adultera- 
tion of this article, tlie only fraud practised is in making it 
weaker than the officinal strength. This may be detected 
by decomposing and collecting and weighing both the iodine 
and tlie sesquioxide of iron. 

Large doses of iodide of iron have been administered to 
animuls, and vomiting and purging have been produced, 
with congestion of the stomach and almost decompositioD 
of its lining membrane. In small and diluted doses it 
seemed to act as a tonic. 

Therapeutic P»ia.— The syrup of the iodide of iron pos- 
sesses in a raarksd degree Uiw constitutional effects of both 
the iodine and the iron, and it presents to the digestive or- 
gans a mild and soluble compound of the two metHls. Ita 
principal action is as a tonic and alterative. It is more 
used in the diseases of children than in those of adults. 
Tlie scrofulous diseases of children, which are always ac- 
companied with an anxmic condition of the 9yst«in, are 
more succesaluUy Ireated with this article than with any 
other in the Materia Hcdica. It would be impossible for 
me in one lecture to describe to you the various forms of 
scrofulous disease with which children are troubled, but 
they nearly all depend upon a morbid material existing in 
the system; a full pathological description of which you 
will leam elsewhere. The iodide of iron exerts a sp^ual 
action on the blood, by virtue of which it is enabUd to 
counteract the morbid action of scrofula, and to stimulate 
the functions of absorption to remove the diseased material 
from the system. Under its proper use the digestion is 
improved, and the appetite increased : and it acts as a tonic 
by improving the quolity of tlie biooa. It is less astringent 
than most of the other soluble preparations of iron, aud is 
in lar^ doses quite laxative In its effects. From numerous 
cxpenments that have been mad^ it s6pew&that4t| suffers 
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decompusition in the syGtein, the iodine appearing in the 
urine. Thomson saye that, unless it is taken ia large doMB 
botli metals do not appear in the urine, and that in small 
do.'^ea the iodine is passed off by the kidneys and the iron 
is retaioed. Quevenne, from a number of experiments, 
makes the same observation. These do not agree entirely 
witJi my oivn obserrations. I have found, that wiien the 
Bvrup is judiciously given in amall doses of one to three 
wvps to scrofulous and ansimtc children, it can be tolerated 
for a long time, and will continue to be of great benefit for 
several weeks, without the necessity of suspending Its use 
for a day. Children with this small dose repeated three or 
four times a day will improve rapidly and steadily, when 
they will not do so well ii the dose is increased. In the 
one instance the iron is all taken up in the system, and 
only passed off in the usual metamorphosis of tissue, and 
the iodine exerts its peculiar alterative action upon the 
glandular absorbents, but in the other instance the salt is 
presented iu larger quantities than are required for imme- 
diate metamorphoses, and it is passed off to some extent 
vindecomposed and irritates both stomach and kidneys. In 
proper medidnal doses we seldom find the iron in the 
urine, the iodine in small quantities will appear there but 
for a length of time, the iron is all retained in the system, 
and as the system becomes saturated with it, it is first dis- 
covered in the feeces. Iron as a rule, is parsed off In the 
lieces not in the urine. 1 generally find that in these anffi- 
mic esses the iodide does good, so long sg tlie iron is 
reUuned in the system and the iodine ia liberated, but so 
eoon aa the salt appears in the fieces the vef;etable tonics 
will be of more service. The decomposed salt may some- 
times be (bund in the fteces. In these instances the excre- 
ments will be colored with protosulphuret of iron, but 
iodine will be recognised in spots of a blue color, combined 
with some starchy elements of the food. These blue spots 
I have occasionally seen quite numerous in the fieces of 
children recovering from tabes mesenterica. As 1 have 
before said, these scrofubos anKmic patients will frequently 
take the syrup of the iodide of iron for weeks togedier 
with great benefit, even in the small doses of two or three 
drops. If you will examine the fseces of these patients 
daily they will be found either of a diseased or natural 
color, but they will show no trace of iron, but by degrees 
slight discoloration 3 of iron will be seen, and as the medi- 
cine is continued the whole msss of fseces is stained of a 
bluish black color, indicating the presence of iron through 
the whole mass. The iron as here found is a protosul- 
phuret (FeS). If h^Tge doses are administered this will be 
Been quite early, but the color is in streaks, not uniform 
throughout the whole. When tlien I find tJiat with minute 
doses the fatces become permanently colored, I suspend the 
use of the iodide for a while, and give some other Ionic 
or alterative, and return again to the iodide in a short time. 
I liua avoid the irritant effects of the iodide. We see 
then, aa I before eaid, that the iron preparations miunlj 
pass from the system through the bowels, whereas the 
iodine passes off by the kidneys, and this I have proved at 
such times, when the system becomes saturated bj'small 
doses of both combined, by finding traces of iodine in the 
urine, but no iron in appreoiabie quantities; but iron is 
found in the fieces in recognisable quantities. There is an- 
other proof of the decomposition of iodide of iron in the 
system. When administered in full medicinal doses, either 
in pills or in capsules, SO that it has no action on the sys- 
tem, until the plfls or capsules are dissolved in tha stomach, 
the iodine may be found in the saliva and the iron in the 

Iodide of iron is used to a very large extent in scrofulous 
complaints, and by its use thousands of children are an- 
nually saved. A great majority of the children who live 
in the crowded, unventilated, and dark tenement houses of 
our city would be benefited by dwly doses of this syrup, 
for they are troubled with tubercular deposits in the me- 
senteric and other glands ; and it is not until they grow 
old enough or bold enough to throw off parental authority, 



and roam the streets with the almost certainty of becoming 
morally diseased, that they throw off this scrofulous diathe- 
sis. In nearly every form of scrofulous disease, tlie syrup 
of the iodide of iron will be found of great service, for in 
all of these diseases you find glandular enlargements which 
are benefited by iodine, and annmia which is relieved by 
iron. I have treated children with tubercular enlai^ement 
of the mesenteric glands with this remedy alone, when at 
first sight a cnre would seem tu be almost impoEsible, and 
when a change of air and diet could not be provided. In 
diseases of this description. 1 prefer, if possible, to give the 
remedy in small and veiy frequently repeated doses, as one 
drop every hour while tbe child is awake. Other prepara- 
tions of iron are frequently administered with benefit, in 
larger doses, os they produce other effects than that of a 
hematic ; but the iron in this preparation has no astringent 
or absorbent effects, and is a hscmatic only. The iodine 
is alterative, diuretic, absorbent, — in one word eliminative. 
With a compound po^asing in a high degree a luema- 
tic and eliminative action, you cannot but perceive how 
extensive may be its range of application. It is said by 
many authors tliat it acts more like the preparation of iron 
than those of iodine ; but tliis is not correct, for if adminis- 
tered in either large or small doses, tlie peculiar effects of 
the mild iodides are very noticeable. And as we have seen, 
when administered in large doses to animals it has caused 
death, not from the effects of the iron, but from tbe 
iodine. 

It is one of our best remedies in chlorosis, and from the 
benefit derived from its use in this disease, it has been 
called an trnmenagogvt. 

Like other preparations of iodine, it has been used in 
bronchocele, and is serviceable when there is antemia, but 
if anaimiais not present, the iodide of potassium is generally 
more serviceable. In scrofulous ophthalmia, or scrofulous 
diseases of the akin, especially in children, it is very largely 
used, and may here be administered in rather larger doses, 
(hie of the first effects of its adminisl ration is an increase 
of appetite, and an improvement of digestion ; but if too 
long continued or given in too lai^e doses, the appetite 
will be impaired. In several cases, where it has been 
given too long and in too large doses, I liave seen loss of 
appetite, nausea, irritability of the stomach, diarrb<eB, 
colicky pains, ringing in the ears, and headache. 

Toxicologiail Effii:ts.~-1 have read of no cases of poison- 
ing by this arucle, and I have seen but one case where it 
produced anything like alarming symptoms. In this in- 
stance a little oliild about four years old swallowed about 
S isa. at one time, immediately after eating. In about a 
quarter of an hour be complained of pain in the stomadi, 
and afler a while vomited. I saw the vomited matter, 
which was throughout of a bluish black color. The pulse 
was full and rapid, the eyes prominent and suffused, and 
the skin bathed with a clammy sweat; there was much 
retching, and a complaint of tenderness over the stomadi, 
and headache. I ^ve about two drachms of bydrated 
eesquioxide of iron m a teacuplul of water and followed 
it with an emetic. It seemed quickly to allay the urgent 
symploms. I then gave a full dose of opium. Before he 
dept he passed water in large quantities twice, but the 
next morning there was no secretion of urine. I then 
gave diluents freely, with liquor potassw, and more opium. 
By the next morning he was quite well, having passtid 
urine freely, and having had several free discharges fioin 
the bowels of a black color. 

Administration. — If given in very small doses, it is well 
to administer it upon an empty stomach, as it is then more 
readily absorbed without change; but if given in full dosw 
it is always borne better if given immediately after a meal. 
In tliese latter instances there is no doubt immediate 
decomposition of a portion at least of the medicine, the 
iodine uniting with the starchy portions of the food, and 
the iron combining with the vegetable astringents, or 
decomposed by hydrosulphuric acid gas. To what exteqt 
these are taken up in tbe further proceises cf ^g^tioo 
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and aasiinilation, may be ascertuned hy the exunioatioa 
of the urioe and fiecea. 

The dose usually administered is, to children, from one to 
ten drops three or four timea a day, and to adult«, from 
ten to sixty minima. 

In my [ireTioua lectures I have given you the chemical 
compoaition, the pbarmacentical pi^aralion, the ibers- 
peutic action and modus operandi of all the other prepara- 
tions of iron ; with this lecture we finish the conwderation 
of iron and its compoonde ; of iodine we shall speak at 
another time. 



<l&ri(|inal Cominmiiraiioiis. 

HYPERTROPHY AND DILATATION OF THE 

HEART. 
Drromcmnir or the AORna talth, um unajtL valte. 



Bt CHARLES A. LEB, M.D. 



J. B. W., art. 40, of active business bsbils, nervons-biliona 
temperament, weight about 135, had been subject to occa- 
sional paroxysnia of palpitation, and dyspeptic symptoms, 
for several years. Some cough at times, but generally 
enjoyed a comfortable state of liealtb. About two years 
ago began to complain of his heart. The impulse became 
very strong and violent on slight exertion, accompanied 
with a constant bellows murmur over the teti ventriae, and 
synchronous with the first sound. There was a aense of 
exhauatiou on slight exertion, with heaving of the chest at 
each contraction, etc The most prominent symptoms were, 
shortness of breath, palpitations from slighter causes than 
uaual, greater delicacy of general health, and a sallow 
cachectic appearance. These symptomshad gradually come 
on while employed in a busmess of great responsibility, 
and Ubor of body and mind, attended with much cere and 
anxiety. After resorting to medical treatment in one of 
our western cities, where he resided for a year or more, 
without any benefit, aud with a gradual increase of ill 
health, he sailed for England in July, 1860. On his arrival 
in London, he consulted Br. Walshe, of London, who pre- 
scribed a belladonna ploaler over the pnecordlal region, and 
a tablespoonful twice a day of the following mixture : — 
S. Acid hydrocyanic, dilut. ^Ph. Lond.) TT]. six.; sodar 
sesquicarb. 3 ij- ; tinct auranlii, f. J iii. ; mist, camphone, 
ad vj. ; mix. W. H. W. Aug. 8, 1860. AfUr remain- 
ing some time in England, under Dr. W.'s treatment, 
he visited Dublin, and consulted Dr. Stokes. He advised 
a sedative ointment over the region of the heart, and no 
medicine whatever — great attention to general health, food, 
drinks, exercise, etc Under this treatment the patient 
seemed to improve considerably. In September he con- 
sulted M. Louis, in Paris. His dii^osis and advice were 
as follows (I give a translation of his opinion) : " Strongly 
marked imjiulBe at the level of the heart ; bellows murmur 
with the first soiind; nervous, resplraiorj' tfile ; liver laps 
over the riba. Advke. — Above all, be caieful ^jout exer- 
cise, and avoid all useless exertion ; walk slowly ; avoid as 
much as possible all cause for taking cold, in draughts of 
air, or exposure to wet or cold ; always keep the fcet dry 
and warm. Take a natural alkaline water, the Vichy for 
example, at meSls, pure, or mixed with a hltle wine, as 
Bordeaux, etc. Keep the bowels tree, and take a liffht 
purgative once every eight days. Light diet, of which 
vegetables and white meat should constitute the principal 
part; avoid hquors, pure wines, and hot drinks. Avoid 
animated discussions, strong moral impressions, and large 
meetings — above all, dancing partiea, in which the tempera- 
ture is always bad. The VxcJiy water can also be taken 
between meals, half a bottle to one bottle daily ; a moderate 
bleeding would be proper, if the difficulty of respiration 
is considerabla" 
After Mowing this advice for a few weeka, without 



much benefits Ur. W. concluded to consult U. Trousseau, 
which he did on October 20, I860. Dr. T. gave the fol- 
lowing diagnosis (translation) : — 

" In the case of Mr. W. the following lesions are appa- 
rent The heart is considerably hypertrophled, and the 
cardiac impulse is very strong. On applying the stetho- 
scope over the ^ex of the heart, we discover a rough 
blowing murmur (bruit de souffle rude), with the first 
sound a bellows murmur, with a friction sound over the 
whole heart, and especially at the base of the heart during 
the second sound, which is propagated in the direction of 
the aorta npwards. The arterial pulsations are veiy ener- 
getic, and on applying the stethoscope over the humeral 
art«ry, we perceive with eadi stroke of the heart a ^mple 
blowing murmur. 

" In my judgment, the consultant is laboring under hyper- 
trophy of the heart, with insufficient^ of the mitral vuve, 
chronic pericarditis, contraction, with insufficiency of the 
ventriculo-aortic valve of the left side. At the present 
time there is no swelling of the extremities. 

" TVeatfflent — For ten days in succession each month, let 
the patient take every day one to Utne lablapoonfvlt of the 
wine prepared as follows; — " R, Tini albi ralUci (cham- 
p^e), Sxxiv. j baccaram juniperi, Jij'! digiljis purp. 
3 ij.; sem. cotchici ant 3j.j scilke maritime, 3j.; acetatis 
potasste, 3 vj. Digest for four d^s, and filter. 

" 2. The ten following days, take, morning and evening, 
in a httle water, fen dropt of the following tincture : — 
B- Tinct. belladonnte, jij.; tinct aconiti, siij-i tinct. 
nucia vomiott, 3j. M. 



spoonful of the following mixture or solution: — q' lodureti 
potassea, Sij-; aqu» destillatie, Jxx. M. To continue 
this mode of treatment for several months in succesdon, 
and when the patient's health is improved, the same treat- 
men t to be followed every other moTtth, 

"4. As soon as the patient has arrived in America, to 
apply over the r^on of^the breast a piece of ' caustic pot- 
ash' in a manner to produce an ' escbsr' — to renew this 
application every fifteen days. The wound to be dressed 
with simple diacbyloo plaster. 

"5. To avoid all kinds of violent exerdse, and to live 
moderately. N. B. — All spirituous or exoilJng liquids to 
be avoided, Paris, OcL 20, 1860. A. Trousseau." 

I find, on looking over M, Trousseau's prescriptions, that 
as early as the 5tb September, I8G0, he prescribed for Mr, 
W. six drops three times a day of the following mixture; — 
5. Tinct, aconiti, tinct. digitalis, tincL colchici, uajy. 
Hix. This must have been soon alter consulting M. Louis. 
The patient seemed to improve under this treatment; his 
appetite and general strength were tolerably good ; be 
could spend a good portion of each day in shopping, sight- 
seeing, etc. The latter part of October he took passBge on 
board the steamer Adriatic for Nov York, baa a stormy 
passage, during which be took a severe cold, owing to 
exposure, followed by severe congestion of the posterior 
tnlerior lobe of the riglil lung. I saw him soon after land- 
ing in New York, Nov. 5, 1^60, and found him sufleriug 
intensely from the combined pulmonary and cardiac affec- 
tions : extreme debility, pulse very rapid, brcalhiog short 
and panting, frequent ccugh, coldness of surface, anxious 
expression of countenance, etc. A superficial ezaminatioD 
disclosed a loud bellows murmur over the whole cardiac 
regioDj with hypertrophy of the ot^an, and solidification 
(hepatisation) of the posterior rig^t lung. The patient was 
taken by boat to Poughkeepsie, where his relatives resided, 
and where he expired on Sunday the 11th following. The 
prominent symptoms were great restiessness, wakefulness, 
extreme prostration, and pinmonary oppression. During 
most of the time toe cardiac contractions were too weak 
to develop the peculiar abnormal sounds already noticed. 
Of course, the diagnosis, so far aa the heart was concerned, 
was necessarily obscure. Death occurred very suddenly 
from asthenia, doubtless the result of the pulmonary en- 
goi^ement. 
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Autopty. — Present, Drs. E. H. Parker, Varick, Harvey, 
«nd Dijseir. fiody not much emaciated. No swelling of 
extremilies. . But little fluid in cavilies of the pleura. The 
posterior and lower half of right lung in a state of recent 
nepatization, gorged, and black. Considerable bloody 
serum, of jelly-like consistence, in the right bronchi. The 
lelt lung and anterior superior lobe of the right healthy. 
The heart was considerably hypertrophied, its sise esti- 
mated at nearly one half greater th^ normal. Walls of 
left ventricle nearly twice the natural thickness. Muscular 
suljstance dark red from sanguineous engorgement, and 
ranch softer than in health. Wie aortic and mitral valves 
were not diseased, -but insufficient to prevent, regurgitation. 
This was also the case with the tricuspid valve. The 
mouth of the aorta was greatly enlarged as well as the 
arch, so as to be almost if not quite anenrismal in dimen- 
sions ; leaving the aortic valves not half the necessary size 
to close the orifice. There were no signs of previous peri- 
carditis, such as adhesions, granulations, etc The aurida 
were (filated to about twice their natural siEe. Chonke 
tandineie greatly thickened and considerably softened. 

J^niarkt. — As the patient did not come under my obser- 
vation until a few days previous to his death, the early 
history of the case is lar from being as full as I could desire. 
Nor are the autop^c appearances as complete as I could 
wish, my notes of the aimensions of the various valvea 
and orifices, and ihe weight of the heart, having been lost 
or misUdd. The immediMe cause of death was doubtless 
pulmonarv apopleiy, or engorgement; tlie obatruction to 
the circuUtioa having reached that point by the progreES 
of the disease, that the circulation through the lungs could 
no longer be maintained. The physical signs were more 
usually attendant on insuSciency of the mitral and aortic 
valves, the consequent regurgitation producing the usual 
bellows murmur, with small weak, intermittent, insular, 
and unequal j)ulae. The action of the heart was for many 
months morbidly increased both as to strengUi and IVe- 
qoencyj at times there waa slight htemoptyais, more or less 
palpitation, a^^ravated by stimulants, active exercise, men- 
tal emotion, flatulence, acidity, or bile, and especially by 
indigestible food. The dyspncea became more urgent as 
the disease progressed, as did also the cough ; but the sud- 
den and severe a^Tavation of the disease during the 
voyage was attributed to a severe cold, caused by eipo- 
aure, etc. But it is altogether probable, that, under the 
most favorable circumstancea, life could not have bees 
much longer protracted, wiUi such a degree of cardiac 
disease. 
PsiMrn 1, P>e. 11, IBM. 



0A8E OF 

LESION OF THE URETHRA 

AXD EXTEirsrvi BUBcuTunons ikfiltbation or intiHi. 
By EDMUND AENOLD, M-D^ M.R.C.S.E, 

or Tonin, Maw tobe. 

Ur. B. O., widower, et about 46, sent for me at 4 x.h. on 

26th of September. He had been sick about three weeks, 
and for the last seven or eight days had not leli his bed. 
His housekeeper stated, however, tliat for the last ten years 
he had never t}een tree from purulent and bloody discliargea 
from the urethra, but being considerable of a sceptic with re- 
gard to physic and physicians, had been at great pains to 
conceal the matter, and, as far as I could learn, he had 
never employed a doctor until now. He believed himself 
to be affected with stone. He stated that he waa now, and 
had been for several days, suffering great agony from diffi- 
culty in voiding his urine, and that he was subject to such 
attacks. The penis was somewhat swollen and tender to 
the touch, the prepuce could only be partially drawn over 
the glans, the orifice of the urethra very much narrowed 
and contracted, and filled with purulent secretion; scrotum 
large, but retaining its usual corrugated appearance. The 
right groin had also a swollen appearance, almost resem- 



bling that of a hernial tumor, but more elongated. On em- 
ploying gentle pressure it gradually disappeared. Here, 
also, he complained of great pun. Me could not exactly 
explain the kind of pain referred ta in various places in this 
communication, but characterized it as agonizing. No peri- 
neal tendemesa. There were three or four ounces of highly 
offensive urine in the chamber, with a copious muco-puru- 
lent deposit Has for several days passed it only guOaim 
or in veiy small quantities. The patient is restless and 
agitated, and much worn out for want of sleep. Having, 
by careful examination, ascerttuned that there was no dis- 
tension of the bladder, I ordered, as a pretirainary, 2 gts. 
opium internally, and directed the parts to be kept wrtf)- 
ped in hot hop fomentations. 

Si A.H. — Has slept a Utile, and sajs he passes water more 
easily. Complains now of agonizing pain which has 
shifted to the right iliac region, with a general sense of ful- 
ness in the bowels. Shortly afler I entered the room, he 
vomited a connderable quantity of bile, which, I was in- 
formed, he had done frequently during the last two or 
three da^s. His aspect was sailow and bilious ; pulse full 
110; skin warm, and perspiring freely from hot applica- 
tions. Percussed the abdomen and found everything nor- 
mal esc^tat the seat of pain, where there was consider- 
able dulness and great sensitiveness to pressure. His 
bowels, he stated, nad been previously regular. I now 
arrived at the conclusion that, added to considerable fiecal 
accumulation in the ascending colon, there was a generally 
inactive condition of the liver and bowels; that the urine, 
preternaturall^ loaded with salts and bile, bad induced fresh 
inflammation m a bladder and urethra already greatly dis- 
eased, and that the former would have to be regulated 
before any improvement could be expected in the latter. I 
tried to pass a No. 2 oatheter, but before it had entered half 
an inch, be comphuned of such exquiute pain that I 
desisted. I may here state, once for all, to avoid repetition, 
that I examined the condition of penis and scrotum at 
every visit, without any change being perceptible in size or 
color to indicate Ihe fatal mischief going on until almost 
immediately before death, and that he spoke throughout of 
urinating more and more easily. Ordered hydr. chlor. gr, 
vj., oL riciniSvj.postea. Also, a mixture containing potass, 
mtr., sp. nitr., tr. Dvoscy., mucilag. etaq. Hot fomentations 
to be continued, sko, to have a bath at 90° to be increased 
to 95°. 4 F.H. — Pun in the side very great during the day, 
and occamonal vomitings. No movement of bowels. Haa 
not yet bad his bath. Ordered an injection of warm water 
with soap. 9 p.m. — About a pint and a half of injection 
was administered and bowels have been ve^ freely moved, 
Kccordins to the statement of the attendant, nearly a 
chambeitul being evacuated. Has also had his bath, and 
states that be there urinated with ease. He expresses bi[i> 
self greatly relieved in every way. Pulse 100. The dul- 
ness on percussion has shifted to the right hypochondrium ', 
the right lumbar region, however, appears evidently larger 
than the left. Ontered morph. sulph. gr. j,, amue f j. ; % 
fourth part to t>e given every half hour until sleep is induced. 

27th, 9 A.U. — Took only one dose of the morphine and 
slept well nearly all night, his first expresdon on awaking 
being, that he felt like a new man. He is now b^innin^ 
to complain of the same pain again, which at present is 
located in the right hvpochondrium. There is a consider- 
able bulging in n^ht lumbar region, but no pain there. On 
percussion, there is dulness and much sensitiveness at ^e 
seat of pain. Does not complun of bladder, although the 
water still dribbles. Vomited again during my visit some 
greenish fluid. He takes but Uttle nourishment. Fomen- 
tations and medicines to be continued. Another dose of oil 
to be given, and injection repeated if necessary, also ft 
mustard plaster to be ^iplied*over the seat of pain. 

4 P.M. — Pain still intense in right hypochondrium, no 
movement of bowels, no effect produced by mustard plas- 
ter, though prepared with alcohol and kept on for an hour. 
On examining nim, noticed a slight purphsh disoolotation 
just below the seat i^ pain in rigfit hypot^ndrium. Skin 
D a -izocpy t-OC^Te 
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warm and perspiring copiously ; pulse alill moderately full 
and soft, 110. Ordered aii leeches orer hepaUc region nod 
requested a coneulUlJon. 

8 P.M.— Saw him wilii Dr. Gates. A great change, how- 
erer, had now come over him. The leeches laid hold, but 
immediately fell off again. At bia own request tJie bath 
had been repealed, but he desired lo be taken out t^tia 
immediateir ; the surface became cold, and the discoloration, 
now very deep, began to extend rt^iidly up and down the 
Bides. At the time of our visit, the pulse was small and 
thready, the general surface cold, and the whole side of a 
deep purple color from the hip to the armpit. His end was 
evideDtlT near. We therefore onlv ordered morphine to 
relieve the pain. He gradually sanlc during the night, suf- 
fering intense pain towards the last, and died at 5 a.u. on 
the 28th. 

Post-mortem five hovrt after dcaik. — Body rigid. Im- 
mediately behind the glans peuie there was a dark ring of 
discoloration extending round the organ, and thence along 
its urethral aspect, and spreading over the entire scrotum 
now smooth and much distended with fluid. It next pro- 
ceeded along the right groin to the hip, and from thence up 
the entire side to the armpit. There was a considerable 
bulging of the whole right lumbar region. On cutting into 
the BCrotum urine exuded, and also similar fluid freely oozed 
on making the right lateral abdominal incision, the muscles 
benea'h on that side being dark and discolored. As this 
revealed the whole difficulty, and the friends present would 
have regarded opening the urethra as a mutilation, this was 
not done. The body was otherwise in good condition and 
well covered with faL On opening the abdomen, the 
omentum contained a considerable amount of fat; small 
intestines healthy and moderately filled with Satus, so also 
the ctecum and ascending colon. At the junction of the 
ascending with transverse colon, and along nearly half of 
the latter, there was a considerable amount of soil brown 
feces, but no infiammalion ; beyond this, the bowel was 
empty and contracted, the last mjection having probably 
passed away in the bath ; liver large and gener^ly healthy, 
with the exception of a small portion of the upper surface 
where there was discoloration, and a small patfh of soften- 
ing so an to break down readily under the flnger, and pro- 
bably of quite recent ori^n ; gall bladder full ; stomach and 
Sancrea« healthy ; spleen not examined ; kidneys externally 
evoid of fat, and their coverings dense and grey colored 
On cutting into them, they were large and perhaps rather 
paler than natural, with several small fatty globules dis- 
pelled through their substanue, otherwise they did not 
appear unhealthy ; bladder empty as regards urine, the coats 
very much thickened so as to cut like tripe, its mucous 
membrane pale, smooth, soUened, and covered with puru- 
lent secretion, and at the bottom of the organ about a table- 
spoonfiil of pus, but no stone. 

The symptoms in the above case, making allowance for 
the pre-existing chronic disease of the bladder and urethra, 
were, to say tlie least, piiazUng. The increasing ease with 
which the patient, as he believed, urinated, especially in 
the bath, the abi'ence of a distended bladder leading to the 
belief that but little urine was secreted, the course of the 

Kin along the region of the colon, and the evident accumu- 
ion in the latter, the sallow aspect of the patient and his 
frequent bilious vomitings, the bulging and first ^pearance 
of discoloration in the hypochondrium, rendered the dia- 
gnosis extremely difGcult. The swelling in tlie scrotum waa 
not sulbcient, until jusl before death, to remove the ordi- 
nary corrugated appearance of the skin, nor could I detect 
at any time tenderness in the perineum. The lesion at the 
anterior portion of Ha^ urethra, due no doubt to ulceration, 
had, from the swelling in the groin, which I could not satis- 
fitcturil^ account for on my first visit, undoubtedly occurred 
some time previously, and it was the insupportaiile agony 
induced by the infiliraiion of the acrid unne through the 
tissues, that alone forced him fmally to send for a physician. 
His death gave the first intimation to friends and neigh- 
bon even ^f hif sickness, and though for (en years he bad, 



to conceal his malady, washed his own shirts and never 
slept in sheets, and must have endured great suffering at 
Umes, hia demise actually seemed to all something unac- 
countably sudden and mysterious. 

CASES IN MILITARY SUEGERY. 
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Ounahot Wound ihrtnigh the Pdvis, JnUitmtt, and AnU- 
rior Abdominal Wail— Oa the n^ht of Tueoday, Aug. 27tlj, 
while a large portion of the regiment was on picket duty 
at B^ey's Cross Roads, at that time one of the outposts of 
the army on this side, the reserve corps, stationed in front 
of a house adjacent to the road, resting themselves until 
their turn should come to relieve the others, were suddenly 
startled to their feet by the report of some shots fired at a 
little distance in the rear. A sudden rufh was made for 
the muskets lying on the ground before the men, and, in the 
confusion incident to the sudden movement, one piece went 
off accidentally. The next moment I saw one of the men, 
who happened to sit in advance of tlie main body against 
the railing in front, and a lillle beliind another officer and 
myself, suddenly start up and then tumble over writhing 
in agony. He rose again, tottered a few paces, and again 
fell over. 

In consequence of our immediate proximity to the 
enemy, then only a quarter of a mile distant, I was unable 
to use a light durinc the necefsary examination ; besides, 
he was with difBculty bent from rolling about, until his 
agony was somewhat relieved by a grain of morphia. 
Meantime, I was engaged in exploring the wound, which 
was plainly indicated by abundant heemorrhage and by the 
patient himself pressing his hands lightlv on the lower por- 
tion of bis back. Tlie bullet had passed through the upper 
part of the Icfl sacro-iliac symphysis, through the intestines, 
escaping anteriorly in the right groin, and finally, through 
the clothing, being then lost. Vomiting soon set in, and 
during the consequent exertions, a knuckle of small intes- 
tine, wounded, protruded through tbe anterior opening, but 
was ea«ly reduced when the vomiting ceased, and he wa» 
able to swallow some stimulants and another opiate. Com- 
presses of lint and a broad bandage were then applied, the 
neentorrbaga ceased, and pulsations in the radial eind femoral 
arteries indicated commencing reaction. A door, taken 
from the hinges, covered with straw and a blanket, served 
for a litter, on which, supported by muskets and relays of 
six men at a time, he was carried a distance of about three 
miles until we reached the field ambulance, which, owing 
lo the road being obstructedly barricHded, cuuld not 
approach nearer. 

He was tlience carried to the Washington Infirmary on 
E street, wliere he died in about fifteen minutes afterwards, 
and about ten hours after the accident. During the jour- 
ney be was somewhat comfortable, notwithstanding the 
roughness of the road, and seemed to rally pretty well 
suHitiently to converse with the chaplain. Vomiting had 
not returned, and he was thus able to take stimulants com- 
bined at intervals with anodynes. Though very anxious lo 
see the post-mortem examination, which I presumed would 
follow, I was prevented calling at the hospital owing lo 
more engrossing duties. I called there subsequently, how- 
ever, and asked the surgeon in charge, by note, to furnish 
me with the record, but I received neither a reply nor the 
expected information. 

Oatuhot Wound of Thorax and Lungt. — Private Cooke, 
of the 2d Michigan, while on picket duty near the Cross 
Roads, received from the enemy s picket a gunshot wound 
through the lungs, and when discovered by his comrades, 
who basteiied to the spot, was found faint from profuse 
h«morrhagC| and lying on the wounded side. By them he 
waa conveyed in a blanket lo the nuin -body lUtipned at 
..ncDTtjOOOTC 
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the CroAa Roads, the dJBtance being about ft mile, and on 
their aiTival I saw hiiii immediately. On ezaniinatioa, bis 
cli>thee beliind were found saturated with blood, while 
aeveral large clots were removed from the immediate vici- 
nity of the wound. As he was estremely prosltated, some 
stimulants were Kradually administered until reaction com- 
menced, and, in Uie meantime, I was searching for the exit 
oF the bullet, which had entered the left side posteriorly. 
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frecturinfi> the tenth rib and making quite a la^, irregulc 
wound. On introducing my finger for about ' — "'" 



for the purpose of exploring and removing foreign Bubstan- 
ces, I felt the lung tissue, and found the wound itself par- 
tially filled with coagula and extending towards the oppo- 
Bit« side in a transverse direction; emphysema appeared to 
some extent in the vicinity. I dtd not attempt a further 
exploration, especially as the wouud, as far as 1 could dis- 
cover, appeared free from foreign substances and partially 
closed. Shredded lint was then applied to the wound, and 
the patient gently turned over on the wounded side. Oo 
searchiiig for the exit of the ball, the only indication of its 
presence was a patch of emphysema on the opposite side, 
somewhat higher up than the aperture, but the ball itself 
could not be felt, so I resolved to wait awhile in order to 
allow the patient to recover Bomewli^t, hoping that, in the 
meantime, the respiratory efibrt!<, increased by a pretty 
tight banowe, would force the ball outwards and thus ren- 
der it palpable. Accordingly, in about four hours, he began 
to experience severe pain in this part, and on removing the 
bandage, at the same time directing him to take in a full 
breath, which he did with ease and evident relief. I was 
exceedingly gratified to find the ball presenting iieelf in the 
sixth intercostal space. On cutting down, I found it firmly 
imbedded in the costal pleura, and after a little delay, occa- 
sioned by a desire not to make a large opening, removed it 
with a common forceps, and immediately closed the wound 
with interrupted sutures. The bandage was again applied, 
and a full anodyne administered, after which he slept well 
for two hours and felt very much relieved. The missile 
oontrarv to my first anticipations, turned ont to be a small 
triangular shaped rifle bullet, irregular and tough at the 
edges, as if it were so designed to produce greater mischief. 
He continued very comfortable for two days, taking light 
nourislimcDt and upearing quite cheerfb! and intelligent, 
occasionally only Ming attacked with dyepncea^ which, 
however, was never sufficient to cause any apprehension. 
Obedient to directions, he lay perfectly itdll, without talk- 
ing, except in answer to a necessary question as to his con- 
dition. His bed was a canvas field-stretcher, with poles 
inserted into the folded canvas, which was also attached to 
the end pieces by buttons and cords. The iron framework 
at the ends raised it from the ground sufBciently to aSbrd 
A safe, easy, and efficacious means of transportation, tar 
superior, in my opinion, to any other thus far presented, 
and certainly better than field ambulances over rou^h 
roads. On this he was conveyed, on the third dn^, a dis- 
tance of perhaps ten miles, to the general hospital m Alex- 
andria, wnere he died on the fidbday. I am indebted to 
Dr. H. Laurence Sheldon, the su^^eon in charge, for the 
following' record of the autopsy : — 

" Left side of chest filled with bloody semm ; lung com- 
pressed, and a space between anterior [tarietes and surface 
of lung Med with air. Lymph covered the visceral and 
parietal pleune, and clotd of blood were on the most 
dependent portion of the cavi^. The ball struck the tenth 
rib, fi'actunne it three inches from itA articulation with ver- 
tebree, passed through the lower lobe of left lung, where 
there was intense inflammation in its track, with numerou-s 
spicule of bone carried two inches into substance of lung 
from the fractured rib, thence through body of tenth ver- 
tebra, through diaphragm and upper surface of Ijver, a dis- 
tance of two inches ; again through Miaphragm, and was 
removed externally between sixth and seventh ribs. There 
was a patch of pneumonia on the right lower lobe. Half a 
gallon of senim and blood waa t&ken ftvm both pleural 



I should have mentioned ns rather remarkable, that, for 
three days, though he had considerable dy^pncea, and pain 
referred to in both places, he had neither cough nor expec- 
toration unlil the fuurtli dtiy, leading some to suppose that 
both tungs were not seriously woanded, as I had at first 
reported, tlie ball rather making a circuit ovUide the lung. 
But I think it almost impossible that the right lower lobe 
couid escape when tlie ball passed Iwiee through the dia- 
phragm and upper surface of the hver, being finally re- 
moved from the tixth intercostal space ; besides, " there was 
a patch of pneumonia on the right lower lobe, and h^ a 
gallon of serum taken from both pleural cavities." 

Sayojitt Wound of Trvchea — &nphy»ema. — Private Bet- 
son accidentally received a thrust of a bayonet in the 
neck opening iuto the larvnx and producing conuderable 
emphysema, tickling cough, and bloody expectoration. He 
recovered rapidly, however, without a bad symptom, some 
slight aphonia alone remaining for a short time. 

Baj/otitl Wound 0/ Knee-joint — SynovtHa. — Private- 

received an occidental wound of the knee-ioint, between 
the border of the patella and internal condyle of the femur. 
At first, little was thought of it, a few adhesive straps and 
a roller bandage being apphed, and the patient returned to 
duty. In a few days, owing, doubtless, to imprudence and 
over exercise, infiamroation, accompanied by 'pain, fever, 
swelling, and efiusion, set in, white the wound assumed an 
angry fungoid appearance; but by means of rest in the 
recumbent position, elevation of the extremity, water dress- 
ing, and other anUphlogistic adjuvants, the pun and other 
sympl<»u8 slowly abated at the end of three weeks, leaving 
ue patient, however, lame and stiff at the joint 

Otauhof Wound of Thigh. — Lieut Uaasay, while on 
picket duty at Uunson's Hill, received a shot from a small 
revolver, the bullet lodging anteriorly in the upper third of 
the thigh, near Scaipa's space. After a thorough search for 
the buffet, both by Dr. McNulty and myself, it could not be 
found. A pledget of lint, wet with cold water, was appUed, 
and tie patient directed to keep quiet Two or three davs 
aflerwanls, though the irritation and pain still continued, be 
telt so well that oe asked permission to go around with a 
stick, which was permitted. For a while he walked rather 
lame, but gradually he began to exercise more freely, and 
in less than three weeks returned to duty. It has not 
troubled him since. 

Capt. Rividan received a riiot from a revolver, the buUet 
passing antero-posteriorly through the calf of the leg, about 
the middle, and externally to the tibia, which, though 
grazed, escaped nninjored. In this case, also, the patient, 
after a few days' rest, began to walk around neeiy, and in 
three weeks resumed bis ordinary duties. The same gen- 
tleman subsequently rec^ved a wound of the great toe, 
on the march to Poirfkx Court House, on the eventfiil ^y 
of the battle of Bull Eun, by which the toe was severely 
mashed, requiring evulsion of the nail He continued to 
march notwithstanding, though offered a mode of oonvey- 
anoe, and, when the regiment was. ordered to return to 
Alexandria, remained with his company during a severe 
night. Cold water dressing only was applied with lint and 
bwdage, and in a few days the wound was entirely healed. 
Ovruhot Wound of Right Indta linger — Fracture of {As 
.^rfl Phvianx. — Sergeant Scott had the index finger of 
right band wounded by a ball from a revolver, fracturing the 
first phalanx about the middle, the joint also being opened 
and mjured. At first, amputation was thought to be neces- 
sary, from the mutilated condition of the Anger, but it waa 
resolved to try what conservative surgery could effect, for a 
day or two. Accordingly, a splint was ^plied on the pal- 
mar aspect and cold water dressings used, the arm being 
suspended in a sling. For three weeks subsequentlj, nothing 
more was done, except to renew the dressing. Tne exter- 
nal wound healed np kindly within that period, and in % 
month he was able to use bis musket, the stiffness of the 
joint having been overcome by passive motion. 

GhtfuAol WounA of .lirm.— Private Hicks reomved • 



Digmzea oy 



CjOOc^Ic 



REPORTS OF U0SPITAI5. 



shot from s revolver in the lower tiiird of the arm, the bul- 
let paasiDg through the muscles only, ond making its 
apearance on the inner aspect. It wm cut out by Dr. 
cNidty, and the patient, aiUr a abort sojourn of a few 
weeks in hospital, returned to duty. 

Omr EiOHjuiHi', mu Auuvdua, Va., Det, IMI. 



|[f otts of hospitals. 

NEW YOEK HOSPITAL. 

PERlNEim LAOERATrOH Or nRETHRA PERI- 

[BaponadbjJuM L. Littu, ILD., Realdeqt SnrgHn.] 

Pit. O'Bribn, ret 30, naUve of Ireland. Patieut admitted 
May 8, 1861 (service of Dr.' Buck), having fallen down 
the bold of a vessel, a distance of sii feet, alighting astride 
rf a plank. Patient was able to walk up sUira to his ward. 
On examination, there was aeen considerable swelling and 
discoloration of the perineum and scrotum, without any 
boeration. There was, also, a slight discharge of blood 
from the urethra. Patient complained of great pain in the 
part Ab the above symptoms indicated some injury to 
the urethra, an attempt was made to pass a iai^e-eized 
catheter, in order U> prevent the extravasation of (be urine 
It was found impossible to pass it beyond the seat of 
ffljury. A profuse dischai^ of blood followed the removal 
ol the instrument. The patient was then directed not to 
attempt to pass his water, and he was aUowed to remain 
until the visit of the attending surgeon, Dr. Buck. On hie 
•mval, a second attempt was made to pass a catheter, which 
aJso proved unsuocesaful. Patient was then etherized 
and a free incision made in the median line of the peri- 
s'"!^ '^^^ the escape of a considerable quantity of 
clotted blood. A No. 12 catheter was then ^d and 
Its point emerged from the wound. An examination then 
^owed that the membranous portion of the urethra was 
tora entirely across by the accident An attempt was then 
made to pM« a female catheter fir-m the incision into the 
bladder. Thw was a very difficult operation, as the pwte 
around the urethra were very much contused and the 
hffimorriiage was very free. Bnt after a diligent search the 
opening was found and the catheter entered the bladder 
A male catheter was then introduced through the urethra; 
^ ,'f*'^,'^ ""^T,"*"""""* **"* "^"^^ catheter, passed 
mto the bladder. During the operation, patient lost a con- 
^^}^^ i"*"^*? "' '''°'^- ^l-* bRmorrhage was con- 
«rliZiHf''."f "","'" V"^ 'iptures. The wound 
was filled wit£ hnt and a finn comnrewj applied. The 
catiiet^ was secured m its position ani^stimulin'^ts ordered 
The foUowmg day the dresemgswere removed and the 
catheter was withdrawn and cleansed, and reintroduced 
without any difficulty. The wound was ordered to be 
dressed with ooid water. On the third day after the opera- 
tion, the catheter was again withdrawn and aUowed to re- 
tnam out of the bladder. The wat«r made its escape from 
the wound. Prom this time the catheter was inSoduced 
once in twenty-fours and allowed to remain in for about ten 
minutes. The wound soon began to granulate. On June 
1st, pobent complained of a pain in his leg and groin On 
examinaUon, the left inguinal glands were found to be en- 
lai^ed and very tender and aJong the couree of the inter- 
nal saphena vein a cord-like feeling was detected and con- 
siderable tenderness was manifested. The left leg was 
swollen and cedematous, resembling the disease knows as 
phlegmasia dolens. A bhster was ordered over the upper 
part of thigh ; leg bandaged, and patient supported bv feef 
^.'^^Zi''%. •^""^ ^°,*- Swelliugof th'eleghsd nearly 
^ subsided, l^e wound m perineum wns s&ost cW 
Patient pas8«i about one half of his urine through wound 
June 19th. Six weeks after injury, patient passed all his 



water through the natural orifice. Catheter was passed 
about three times a week. 

During the month of July, an interval of about one 
week passed without tie catheter bebg introduced, and 
patient a water suddenly stopped. On attempting to pass 
an instrument, it was found that it was with great diffi- 
cultjr a No. 3 steel sound could be introduced. AAer 
its introduction, the stricture readily dilate'd unljl a No, 
10 could be introduced. On Sept 23d, patient was 
discharged. At the time rf dischMge, a No. 10 could be 
readily introduced. As the instrument passed over the 
stricture, considerable roughness could be felt, and if an 
instrument was not frequently introduced tiie stricture 
would contract, and would require to be dilated, which was 
very readUy done, as the cicatrix was very yielding. Patient 
purchased a No. 9 flexible bougie, and was ordered to 
introduce it every day. Discharged cured. 
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[Heported by A. L. Lorsu, lf.D., Haeaa Bnrfwt] 

Louis Tandkrbec, German, tet 43, married; labors: 
admitted June 18, 1861, with the following history:— Six 
months prior to admission, the patient suffered Irom the 
effects of stricture of the urethra ; was treated outside and 
relieved; at date of admission was again suffering from 
stricture, and almost wholly unable to void his urine. On 
eiamination, the foUowing facts were evident i — Elxtensive 
flwelHng and induration of scrotum and supra-pubic region. 
Prepuce cedematous; penis nearly occluded, save the H«na, 
by swelling of contiguous parts ; phymosis; exploration of 
urethra by sound, revealed stricture at fossa naviculsris; 
false passage traceable to and terminating at a point ante- 
rior to triangular ligament and to right of median line. A 
very small gum elastic bougie could, with much difficulty, 
be engaged in a stricture at the membranous portion of the 
urethra. All attempts to pasa the stricture ofmembranous 
port.ion proved futile. 

The patient suffered from retention, and the only relief 
of his symptems was effected temporarily by the use of the 
hot bath and laxatives; these agents were employed as 
palliatives until the date of the operation. Several cicatrices 
in the inguinal regions attested earlier ravages of syphilis, 
to which may be added a chronic sore throat, laryngilis, 
and the history of the patient himself as corroborative of 
such cacheiia. There also existed cicatrices, hnear in out^ 
line, on the right of the median line, about three inches 
above the symnbysis pubis, and a little nearer the median 
line than half the distance between it and the anterior 
superior spinous process of the ilium. Of these cicatrices, 
the history of abscesses was given as having occurred dur- 
ing his first attack, they having been opened at that time. 

On August 19th, the patient's symptoms culminated in a 
high irritative febrile movement, and a total retention of 
uniie, which latter no jjalhatJve efforts could relieve. An 
operation was determined upon, and performed by Dr. 
Lewis A. Sayre, assisted by Dr. Crane and the house staff. 

A grooved lithotomy sound was passed down the urethra 
to the seat of the stricture at membranous portion, and the 
point of obstruction was forcibly projected outwards upon 
the line of the raphe. An incision was then made through 
the membranous portion, and, by dissection, the continuity 
of the canal with tiie bladder was established. A No. 8 
silver catheter (male) was then passed into the bladder by 
the meatus urinarius, after estabiisliing the true urethral 
canal by reversing a probe at the point of perineal section 
A female catheter was left in the inciaon, which conducted 
the urine away from the wound. Both catheters were 
secured in posiUon by bandages. The walla of the bladder 
were found exceedingly rugose and hypertrophied. The 
sensation imparted to a sound brought in conlact with the 
lining mucous membrane, stronj^y simul^»s stone. 
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Tbe patient slept well during the night on a alight ano- 
dyoe, and on the following d»y his symptoms were much 
smeliorated. On the Beoond week after the operatioHj ho 
began to corajdain of severe throbbing pain over the n^ht 
ingiiinai region. Poultices were applied, the pain in- 
creased, and tumefaction and much increase of temperature 
at this point succeeded. On the fourtli day, chills and fever 
occurred, and a mariced redneea and lividity were observa- 
ble at a point on the median line ^lout three inches above 
the aymphysiB pubis. A slight indsion throneh the inte^- 
menW was followed by an evacuation of nearly half a pint 
of dark-colored pus of a very ofiensive odor. On passing 
a probe into the incdsioQ, no communication couLd be traced 
with the bladder: the inatrtiment could be readily swept 
around beneath tne fascia of nearly the entire right iliac 
region. Pressure over the bladder caused an eac^jc of 
unne tram three different points of exit — the above-men- 
tioned opening, the urethra, and the incision through the 
Ssrineum. On wadiing out the bladder, by inserting the 
ouhle catheter through either the perineal wound or the 
ttrethra, the injected fluid eticuied from both the other 
openiogs. The patient graduaUy sank and died on the 
— hof A 



bladder, much broken down and . „ , 
ceedingly rugose on inner surfoce; its walls much thick- 
ened, evidently the effects of former t^atitis. Ureters en- 
larged as to calibre. Right kidney ^ghtly granulu' ; left 
below normal size and weight, and showing marked evi- 
dences of granular degeneration. A fistulous track was 
traced between supra-pubic opening and membraaous ure- 
thra behind triangular ligament £i right hypt^astric and 
inguinal regions, much sub-fwcial degeneration, showing 
e^ulitis from urinary infiltration. Thia region, as weU as 
that aboat base of bladder, was darkly diecolored and 
doughy. 

Patient suffered much from cephalalgia, and fi^nent and 
almost uncontrollable wate^ dgectjons. 8kin white and 
waiy. TJrine constantly hi^y albuminoua. Under the 
microecope, it was found loaded with casts, epithelium, pus 
globules, and salts, triple and basic phosphates. 



(Btportsd by Hmr IL Lnuii, ILD, Bduh flnrgeoD.] 
In November, I860, Matthew L., an Irishman, strong 
and bei^y, set. 26, was injured by a cotton bale falling 
•gainst his abdomen. For two weeks after this accident 
be could not urinate without the assistance of a cathe- 
ter, isd there was idso a purulent discharge from the 
urethra. The patient denies the existence of any venerea, 
taint, nor does he exhibit any evidence thereof As he 
recovered from the effects of the accident he became able 
to pass water, though not without considerable difficulty — 
a difficulty which continued to increase till Oct. 14, 1861, 
when the urethra became impermeable. The patient was 
diligently plied with cathet«rs by several parties outside of 
the hospital, and, on their &ilure to effect an entrance into 
the bladder, he was admitted and placed under the care of 
Dr. Stef*en Smith, Oct. 15th, thirty hours after the com- 
mencement of retention. The bladder was distended to 
the umbilicus. A hot bath and the administration of opium 
having hiled to afford the shghtcst relief, he was placed 
under the influence of ether, A catheter (No. 10) was 
then carried easily through the greater part of the membra- 
nous portion of the urethra, but was completely arrested at 
the prostatic portion of the canal. After repeated trials, a 
minute hair bougie seemed to penetrate the atricture, but 
without effecting any relief) and at midnight Dr. Smith 
proceeded to open the urethra through the perineum. A 
small silver probe was then with some difficulty inainuated 
through the prostatic portion of the canal, which was 
afterwards incised sufficieutly to admit the largest Rsed 



catheter. Considerable febrile reaction occurred after the 
operation, and there was much irritation about the neck of 
the bladder; but at the end of five days all unfavorable 
ayraptoms disappeared, and an uninterrupted process of 
recovery has continued till the present lime. A small 
opening remains unhealed, but it is closing rapidly and 
kindly. 

To the foregoin? cases we may add the following ease of 
perineal section, furaished by Prof. Dewitt . C. Ehos, of 
Brooklyn. 

iNoumAL nERHiA — EKTEKnoii or wm — puhctueb or tbi 

SLADnER THBOCOa TH> BBOTUK— PKBCfUL EKJTIOII 

BECOVBRI.* 

Ur. S., a merchant in New York, while lifting a heavy 
weight, on Wednesday, June 17, 1857, produced a direct 
inguinal hernia on the right side^nd the day after had 
some difficulty in making water. His bladder became dis- 
tended and his suffering intense. He had been a very 
healthy man, and never had a stricture, from Friday until 
Monday ineffectual attempts were made, with great care 
and perseverance, and with a variety of inatj*aments, to 
enter the bladder. During this time he passed a littie urine 
occasionally. On Monday he was no better. Chloroform 
was given, and another effort made to pass the catheter 
without success. 

I then tapped the bladder throtu;h the rectum, and drew 
off about three^nts of urine. I^e canula was secured in 
the bladder, ^e day following no water would pass 
throu^ the instrument, and it was found that during the 
night it had slipped flom the bladder, and its end was in 
the cellular tissue between the bladder and rectum. As it 
could not be introduced through the original opening the 
style was used and another aperture made. The corpus 
spongiosum uretbne was hard and much inflamed. LeeoMS 
and fomentationa were applied to the perineum. The scro- 
tum becoming oedematous and inflamed, sjid the corpus 
spongiosum much;BWoUen towards the bulb, it was decided 
to open it, and then if the catheter could not be passed to 
make a perineal section. The patient was put under the 
influence of chloroform, the incision made, Hid ui ounce or 
two of laudable pua was discharged. Still the catheter 
could not be passed. I then made a free opening into the 
urethra, and even then the instrument in the penis conld 
not be carried into the bladder. There was a false passage 
in the corpus epongioBum, from an inch to an inch and a 
half anterior to the bulb down to the bulb iteel^ but BVttn 
when the instrument was in the true passage it could ikot 
be peesed into the bladder. A small, gum elastic cathetwr 
was passed with great difficulty from the perineum into the 
bladder, and retained. Sickness at the stomach and vomit- 
ing followed the use of the chloroform for several days. 
The canula was removed from the rectum twelve days after 
it was introduced, uid four days after the perineal section 
was made, at tlw same time a No. 7 gum catheter was 
passed into the bladder through the perineum. Two days 
afler a No. 10 was passed through the perineum into the 
bladder, and also the same siie through the penis to the 
wound, the last not retained. Afler the lapee of two days 
a Na 9 gum catheter was passed per viam naturalem. Tlua 
gave him no pwn. The catheter was changed for a No. 
10, and this for No. 12, which was used for a month or a 
little more, when the wound, to which water-drosMnga only 
had been applied, appeared healed, and it was removed. 
He made water without pain — a few drops only escaping 
from the wound, which soon closed entirely. 

The catheter waa introduced occasionally that the ure- 
thra might not contract. He wore a trues a few daye, only 
for the direct inguinal hernia, and it troubled him no moT«. 

It is difficult to understand how such an effort— straining 
— could hAve obetructed the urethra, imlen the membranout 
portion was lacerated by the violent and irregular oontrao- 
dona of the compressor uretbrte. It is a noticeable factthat 
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thoujrh the caruls was introduced the second time and wne 
retained in the bladder nearly two wetks, yet there was 
aller its removal no evidence of tirine escaping into the 
rectum. Il is now tiiree yenrs and a hall einte the opera- 
tion, and he siijs he is as well us ever. His urine is voided 
ID a full, free stream, and no return of the hernia. 
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HE. A. C POST, PBEblDENT, IN THE CHIIK. 

ETTKBEgTIHa STHFTOHS CONNECTED WITS KITBAL DIBEASK. 

Dr. Cokant exhibited » heart which wsa taken from a girl, 
about Beventeen years of age, whose case he had fultowed 
up more or less niosely for the last eight or nine years. 
When the patient was firat seen, at the age of eight years, 
she had a blowing sounJ in the lelt purtioD of tlic heart, so 
distinct that it ouuld be heard even befure the ear was 
applied to the chesL This abnormal sound continued to 
exist witliout any material change in character for the next 
three or four years, and her general health seeoied to be 
Tery gopd. At the age of fourteen she commenced to 
menstruate, and from that time until her death experienced 
no variations' in the quantity or duration of the discharge. 
About two months previous to her death Dr. ConanC was 
called to see her in an attack of what appeared to be cholera 
morbus, accompanied witii considerable cedema of the feet. 
All this, however, subsided afler the administration of the 
ordinary remedi^ and site was soon strong enough to 
resume her daily labor in a hoop-skirt factory. Three 
weeks afler this Dr. C was called agaui to the case, on a 
Monday morning, when he made out in addition to the 
■eoond attack of cholera morbus, the existence of rather » 
Peculiar symptom, one, which he had never seen befijre, which 
was the absence entirely of the pulse at tlie wrist — there 
was nothing more than a slight quiver, which resembled the 
pulsations to the jugular vein when there was interruption 
to the pulmonary circulation. He listened to the hcartand 
found thai neither of its soundt was at oil distinct. A 
carelul examination of the popliteal, femoral, carotjd, and 
othv superGciol arteries revealed the same stale of things. 
This condition of the circulatory apparatus remained lor 
several days, and Dr. Conont came to the conclusion that 
one of two things had happened : either a fibrinous clot 
bad formed in connexion with the valves, preventing their 
closure, or there was ulceration of lie valves themselves 
which allowed the blood freely to regurgitate. Some car- 
bonate of soda was prescribed in the hope that the clots, 
if any such existed, should be dissolved, and other remedies 
were also given foi tlie vomiting and purging with the 
effect of conlroUing those symptoms. Six or seven days 
after the first appearance of the symptoms the radial pulse 
becatne very slighUy perceptible, but so irregular that it 
waa impossible to count it. The sounds of the heart were 
more distinct, but were far from being natural For a Any 
or two before her death ske was again seized with vomit- 
ing and purging, which, despite the varioun remedies used, 
continued until her deati. 

A post-niorl«m exatniaation was made on the day fol- 
lowing, and in accordauce with a promise made the mother, 
only the heart was removed. Upon opening the thorax a 
oonsiOeruble amount of adhesion was noticed between the 
pericardium andheait, but there was no serum. The left 
lung was completely adherent to the chest, the result of old 
pleuritic deposits. In the cavity of the chest there was a 
rant of serous Quid, otherwise the organ was healthy. On 
ditseciing out the pericardium Dr. C. removed the heart 
tmd AorlA. On opening into the organ the tricuspid valves 
were apparently perfectly normal ; the mitral valves were 
Ter/ much thickenod, and just above them, in the left auri- 



cle, quite a large, deposit, apparently caksareous, wss found ; 
also a similar di-posit above the valves underneath tiie endo- 
caidium. The organ was somewhat flabby, but was not 
enlarpeil. The ease was interesting, because Dr. C. thought 
that there could have been no poaaible doubt but that 
extensive disease of the semilunar valves existed. The 
fact that be could find no pulsation in any of the arteries 
led him to refer the disturbance to some general cause, 
hut what that was he could not ascertiun, inasmuch as the 
was necessarily limited. 



BEUOVAL 

Db. Yosa gave the fotlowinE history of a lady aged 
fiily-four years, from whom he tad removed a hypertro- 
phied thyroid gland. At the age of twelve she first noticed 
an unnatural lulness of the throat, which gradually became 
more maiked snd defined up to the time of the operation. 
No reason could be found for the appearance of the growth, 
either so far as hereditary, endemic, or any other influences 
were concerned. During the whole of her menstrual life, 
which extended from her sixteenth to her forty-eightli year, 
she hod alwayssufferedfroindysnienorriicea, and was incon- 
sequence childless. At diQerect periods of the existence of 
the tumor various forms of medication were resorted to, 
but the only effect was a slight diminution in its size. 
Within the last seven years tlie tumor, having attained quite 
a large size, occasioned her a great deal of difficulty in 
swallowing and breathing, so much so that towards the 
last^ she was unable to lie down. While in Germany, she 
applied to have the tumor removed, but the operation was 
denied to her. At that time slie was directed to take 
iodine, which she did, until iodism was induced. Her suf- 
ferings from the presence of the tumor at last became so 
aggravated that site earnestly requested its removal. The 
size of the tumor before the operation was equal to that of 
a clenched fist ; it was flattened antero-posteriorly. It waa 
sitUHted more to the left than the right, and consequently 

Sushed the trachea (o the right side. On palpation neither 
ucluation nor pulsation could be felt. ^ hen standing 
erect the bead could be moved very well from side to ^de, 
but the slightest motion backwards occasioned her distress- 
ing dyspnoea. The difficulties In the removal were compa- 
ratively small. A long incision was made from the upper 
part of the thyroid cartilage down to the manubrium of 
the sternum. As one part of the mass on the left side 
reached somewhat behind the sternum, the detachment of 
the tumor was commenced on the outer surface', and the 
vessels which came from the lower right side were secured. 
There was comparatively a small amount of venous beemor- 
rhage in this step of the operation, but when the loll side 
of Uie tumor was reached the venous flow was very pro- 
fuse and unmanageable, until the mass being detached as 
far as possible the chain of tlie icraseur was placed around 
it and the whole removed. The resulting wound was per- 
fectly dry. The patient progressed remarkably well stnce 
tlie operation, the pulse at no time during the last two 
weeks exceeding ninety beats per minute. 

The tumor on microscopic examination proved to be non- 
malignant in character, and composed of fibroid, coUoid, 
and vascular tissue. 

Dr. Wood remarked that operations connected with the 
thyroid gland were always interesting in connexion with,the 
great amount of beemorrhage that waa apt to occur. He 
staled tli.1t the operation for the removal of this gUnd had 
been performed two or three times in this city. He knew 
of two instances of death from venous htemorrhage, "I 
recollect," remarked he, '' that when I was a student there 
was a gentleman in this city who attempted the operation 
upon an English lady; he cut down upon the body, and 
before he had fairly removed it the venous hssmorrhage 
was BO great that she died. I recollect another case, where 
the operator attempting to remove the tumor took the pre- 
caution to apply ligatures at four different points. They 
were introduced doublv by needles, and then tied, but so 
great was the btemorrhage l^t the next momiiig death 
in izocpyLjOOQlC 
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resulted. I remember seeing tlie chairman operate od one 
of theee cases and the same thing obtained there; the 
Teins were enormous. If I remember rightl}' he did not 
continue the operation necessary for its removal. I take it 
that the tumor presented to-night is a very unusual form. 
I have never seen the tliyroid body presenting that appear- 
ance, having the three charactera, vascular, Gbroid, and col- 
loid combined." 

Db, Post remarked that the case alluded to by Dr. Wood 
was one which had been previously seen by Drs. Molt and 
Van £aren, and neither they nor he regarded the thyroid 
body as being the seat of the disease ; the actual magnitude 
ot the tumor disguised its origin. When, however, the 
operation was commenced by Br. Post it was found that 
ttie thyroid body'was Ihe tumor, and that the veins wliich 
ramifled through its aubstance varied in size from that of 
the little finger to the thumb. One lobe of the tumor was 
BO much exposed that he applied to it two ligatures, and 
afterwards unwisely exsected a portion of it. The opera- 
tion was abandoned, and shortly after frightful hBmorrii^fe 
succeeded, and Dr. Wood being near at hand available 
assistance was rendered. A good deal of febrile excite- 
ment followed, tlie tumor diminished one half as the result 
of subsequent suppuration, and the patient finally recovered. 

Dr. Voss, in answer to a question from Dr. Sayre, gave 
it as his opinion that the unpleasimt result of alarming 
hnmorrhage was prevented by the timely use of the itra- 
Mur. He eiAt«d that the profuse hemorrhage at the lower 
and left part of the gland was due to a Wge vein which 
was fully the bIm of his 6nger. In the application of the 
^Bseur this vein was left free, the upper parts of the tumor 
were grasped, and when the supply of blood from the supe- 
rior thyroid arteries was thus cut off the venous hemor- 
rhage ceased at once. He i^eed with Dr. Wood in saying 
that the tumor was unique m character, from the fact that 
it combbed three characters in one, and contuned none of 
the cystic elements of which goitrous tumors were for the 
most part composed. 
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TREATMENT OF COMPOUND FRACTDRES. 
Wi cannot let a remark by an army aorgeoD in the Mbdioal 
Tines of Nov. 30, pass withont adding a few observations 
which it sag^eiia. Writing from Springfield, Mo., after a 
visit to the hospital in which were many of the wounded at 
the battle of Wilson Creek, wbere the brave Qeit. Lroit lost 
his hfe. Dr. Riwsoh, Surgeon to the 6th Reg., Iowa Vols., 
says; 

"I was shown several cases of compound comminuted 
fracture of the thigh, leg, and arm, in all of which the bone 
had united, and some healed up permanently, and in others 
there was more or less of exfoliation, but with every pros- 
pect of final recovery. I saw one case of badly shattered 
ankle joint, by a lai^ grape-shot burying itself within. 
The snot was removed, and the doctor said the limb would 
have been amputated, only that there was no adhesive plas- 
ter in town. • • • • Considering the number of cases, the 
serious character of the injury, and the result in all of them 
that I saw, I can but come to one conclusion, that many, 
very many limbs are removed that might be saved, and this 
I will show at some future time." 

The question involved in this paragraph has been one of 
the moat interesting and imporla&t in civil or military sur- 



gery. In what cases of compound fractures can the limbs 
be saved, and in what must they be sacrificed, is the anxi- 
ous study of every enlightened and conscientious surgeon. 
The rule governing the operator heretofore has been quite 
arbitrary; he has had little opportunity to exercise his 
judgment, or consult the modifying circumstances wliich 
surrounded him. It was quite sufficient in military prac- 
tice to know that a compound fracture was occasioned by 
a gun-shot, to have the course of treatment definitively 
settled. Amputation was practised without hesitation, and 
without consultation. Two lacts derived from experience 
established this rule; one, that great mortality followed these 
injuries where amputation was not performed, and the 
second, that when the limb is saved it is often useless. 
Within given limits these reasons in favor of amputation 
are both valid, but it is evident that they are very unsafe 
guides to any but the most conscientious and experienced 
sui^eons. Liberally construed, these fanta allow the utmost 
license to the operator, and do not, we are persuaded, give 
the maximum of useful limbs saved, and the minimum of 
lives lost. 

There can be no doubt that in civil practice many limbs 
and lives are now saved in compound and complicated frac- 
ture that ot no refnote period past would have been sacri- 
ficed. Older surgeons would scarcely have thought of sav- 
ing a limb in which the fracture involved the joint In 
military practice there are evidences of a strong tendency 
towards the conservation of fractured limbs, however com- 
plicated: Fractures involving large joints do not now lead 
to the immediate condemnation of the extremity. Resec- 
tion might still give a favorable issue to the injury. The 
recent report of the British army shows (hat in the late war 
in India amputation was not so frequently performed after 
compound fractures of the femur as in the Crimea, and that 
more coses were saved. Mr. Taylor, Inspector General of 
Hospitals, remarks upon the tables establishing these 
facts:— 

tables show, of the Indian wars as com- 
, that ihe thigh-stump cases 
arrived home from India are a fraction more numerous tlian 
those from the Crimea, in proportion to the total arrived 
by all wounds; and that the recovered cases of gimshot 
fracture of the femur also arrived are, in proportion to the 
total wounded, four times more numerous from India than 
from the Crimea. In other words, the proportion of thigh- 
stump coses being so nearly the same, me gunshot fracture 
of the femur cases from India, over and above the propor- 
tion from the Crimea, may be received as representing the 
proportion of cases of this description of wound lost there 
D^ amputation, or b; less favorable drcumstonoes of ser- 
vice. The difference, I believe, is to be explained by the 
better apphances and means attending field ho^itus in 
India, ana the less frequent practice there of amputation in 
this description of wound. The difference is not to be 
eipl«ned by difference of missiles ; for in the Peninsular 
war, where no other than the sixteen to the pound bullet 
was used, tlie impression of surgeons experienced in the 
SUi^ry of that war was, that in only few exceptiona should 
a eunshot fractured thigh not at once be amputated. This 
rule greatly influenced the practice of surgery in the Cri- 
mean war, and hence, in a considerable measure, I believe, 
the less favorable results thence than from the mutiny in 
India, when surgeons were not only deterred from amputa- 
tion of the thigh by the Crimean experience of the fataUty 
attending that operation, bnt were more inclined to attempt 
preservation of the limb by the better meana at hand for 
the conveyance and treatment of such compound fractured 
thigh-oasw." 
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A DEACONESS INSTITUTION. 
EiflBTUN TIARB loo two benevolcDt ladies of Slrssburg, 
IiVance, went forth with bread and medicine among the 
poor and sick of that city. From that small be^'nuing haa 
growa up an InstitutioQ iar-reaching in its influenccH upon 
the destitute poor. Its aim is to educate women to the cara 
of (be sick, and qualify them by practice for oil the duties 
that deTolve on the managers of Charitiea, The result of 
this effort has been in the highest degree satisfactoiy. A 
visitor at this institution three years after its organiEatton, 
when the little band lived in a amaO hired house^ thus 
describea its internal appearance ; "In 1846 — fifteen yearn 
ago, and but three years after the commencement of the 
InstituUon — it was our privilege to vi»t the hoqjital, asylum, 
and charity schools under its care, and we have ever since 
preserved a most pleasant impression of all their surround- 
ings. There was about them an indescribable something 
which touched our heart, and the influence of which we 
feel to this day. The very atmosphere seemed to breathe 
of purity and peace. The linen of the beds was of faultless 
wldte, the Qoors were scrupulously clean, the sick and 
t^oi ministered unto with unaffected kindness, the charity 
to the poor so sweet and genuine, and the whole bearing 
of the deaconesses indicative of a piety so evangelical and 
healthrui, that we went away with the conviction that a 
future, full of honorable usefulness, awuted this youthful 
Institution." From the eighteenth Report, 1S60, an abstract 
of which we Sndin the Zu(AeranOb««rver, it appears that (his 
organization now numbers eighty-four well ti^ed nurses, 
whose labors extend to many neighboring hospitals, asy- 
lums, etc. Thirty-five are devoted to the following chari- 
table institutions of Strasburg: 1. A large hoqiital, which 
since its commencement has nureed many thousands of sick, 
and during the past year numbered 247 patients. 2. A 
Retreat for aged and feeble persons, who are destitute of 
friends; these number twenty. 3. A Training School for 
Domestics, the object of which is to qualify young girts to 
be servants in re^Mctable families. 4. A House of Refuge 
(DudpUnairt), the inmates of which have been committed 
by the pohce for offences of a lees grade than would send 
them to prison. 5. The Uagdalen Asylum, for the fallen. 

6. The Children's Protection, Creches, where poor women, 
compelled to go from home to work, leave their babes 
during the day, and call for them in the evening. The 
" Creches" has daily from thirty to forty of these litde ones. 

7. A large Soup House, where the very indigent are suppUed 
with soup during the winter months. Forty-nine are 
engaged in similar institutions in various parts of France 
and Switzerland as follows : The first they took charge o^ 
is the large City Hospital at Muelhausen (France), where 
fifteen are yet bboring. No less than 1443 sick were 
nursed last year in this institution. 2. The care of the 
poor and sick in the same city. This is divided into six 
districts ; is each ^ere is a deaconess among this hitherto 
neglected class. They are nursed in their own dwellings, 
but the wretched condition of many of these has led to the 
purchase of a large house, which is now being fitted up for 
a private hospital and a home for the sisters. 3. The Citi- 
Eens' Ho^ital in Neufchatel (SwitEerlanil), where from 
three to fonr hundred sick are annually nursed, and many 
thousands of Indigent strangers are fed during the year. 4. 
A second Hospital to the same place, with five hundred 
paUeots annually, who have not the right of dticeos in the 



first institution. 5. The Training School for Christian 
domestics in Colmar (France). 6. The Hospital, and charge 
of the indigent sick in their dwellings, at the same place. 
7. The care of the ^ck and poor in the Lutheran congrega- 
tion of Ilkcab. a The Protestant Hospital at Ovbweiler 
(France). This fine institution ia the charitable foundation 
of a wealthy family, whose heart God haa touched with 
compassion for the suffering. 9. The Hospital at Chenal 
(France), and the care of the sick and poor in the Lutheran 
congregatloa Here, hkewise, a devout family have mani- 
fested their interest in this work by the erection of a beau* 
tifiil hospital, with the most ample and comfortable arrange- 
ments for the care of the patients. 10. The Qtizena' Eo»- 
pital at Montbeliard (France), where enlarged aocommodft- 
tions are being provided for the sick. 11. The Protestant 
Hospital at Rappoltsweiler, in connexion with the caie of 
the indigent sick in their dwellings. 

The proofs whidi these abstracts furnish of the proipsrtlf 
and great usefulness of this Order of Christian women is 
well worthy of attention. It educates to usefulness in the 
care of the sick, and in deeds of charity, a class of qualified 
women who are moved by the highest moral impulaes. Of 
the natural ad^)tation of the other sex to the can of the 
sick there is no question, and when we add to this qualifi- 
cation a profound reli^ons conviction of duty, we find con- 
centrated in the individual the true requi»tesfor great usa- 
fiilness in all diaritable ofBcea, Institutions devoted to the 
culture of these virtues, and to rendering them susceptible 
of ^plication in practice, deserve the enconragement and 
support of evety Christian community. 

We are glad to learn that these institutions are multi- 
plying in widely different parts of the world. They should 
be able to extend their good influences to every dly, 
and every town where objects of charity exist In tlds 
country we have great need of them, espedaUy at this time^ 
when our immense mihtary ho^itals are requiring the 
highest degree of skilled nursing. We are aware of but a 
single Institution of Deaconesses in this country. This ia 
located in Pittsburg, and was founded about fourteen years 
ago. It has fiimished, under the Directorship of the Rir. 
Uk. Passivamt, many first class nurses to our milituy hos- 
pitals. Had these inslitutioiis been formed in all Protestant 
churches, we should have now bad a full supply of well 
trained nurses. The editor of (he paper above quol«d very 
Irulhfblly remarks: " What scores of Hospitals for the sick. 
Homes for the falheriess. Retreats for the aged, Refuges for 
the fallen, and Schoob for the neglected, might we not 
have over this goodly land I What heaUcg and comfort 
might we not bring to the wounded and languishing in our 
army, with such trained and disciplined nurses! Indeed, 
there is no limit to the good which might be done by such 
an association, laboring in the spirit of our evangelical foith, 
and after the manner of the primitive deaconesses! But 
will this ever be?" 



WEEK. 
Thi London Lancet makes the following comments upon 
the Report of the Boston Society, " on the alleged dan- 
gers which accompany the inhalation of sulphuric ether." 

" We have not the least doubt but that (he Boston Com- 
mittee has believed itself Justified in coming to this decision. 
We, npon the contrary, think it haa mystified itself in a 
mase of qMci^ pleading and aSBumpticm. ^Thesi~~ -•--t-- 
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ether applied to the fatal cases from chlorofDrm. woi 

anally acquit thia apent alstk uid explain away half of 
eged mortality. The details of many of the easea given 
in the Report are, no doubt, of such a kind as to show that 
the inhalation of ether 'was probably not unavoidably and 
unquestionably the cause of death, unhelped by eonUngent 
ciruiimstsQcea. But may not the same thing be said of 
many of the recorded deaths from chloroform 7 Further, 
the perusal of other cases cannot bat lead the unpr^udiced 
mind to think that to the ether, aud the ether alone, is the 
latal event to be attributed. Only let the word chloroform 
be substituted for tiker in these instances, and the Boston 
Reporters would not have much heaitatiou in assisning the 
cause of death. We do not think, then, that our American 
amjrere$ have by anv means proved the perfect innocuous- 
neas of ether. Iljey aave publiBbed, however, a very inter- 
esting Report." 
The Mtd. Himta A Go*, has the following note : — 
" No one can read the Report vpon wbidi the above 
condnsiooa are founded, without being stnick with its 
partisanship. ' Ether and nothing but ether' has evidently 
Decome a Bostonian maxim which must be maintained at 
all haeards. We were not aware of the increasing convic- 
tion in ita favor which the Reporters tell us is spreading in 
Europe^ Fortunately, as an antidote to the exclusiveness 
of their conclusions, they have appended abstracts of the 
fbrty or fiftv alleged deaths from the employment of ether; 
and certwnlj no one can peruse these without feeling con- 
vinced that m several of them the charge ie substantiated. 
These may be few; but when we consider tJie foct that 
the use of ether is well-nigh abandoned, while chloro- 
form is annually employed m thousands on thousands cf 
cases throughout entire Eurqie, the dJMirop<»tioii of result- 
ing accident is not so great ; and in neiuer ewe is it greater 
than appertains in any other powerful article of the Uatena 
Uedica.'* 

Th« following are the views of the representative of 
French Surgery on the resection of the head of the femur, 
as given by a oorreqiDndent of the Iionc^ : 

M. Velpbac has taken up the cudgels on behalf of 
fVench surgery, and on Tuesday last at the Academy of 
Medicine undertook to exculpate the Parisian school from 
the charj^ of having either ignored or neglected the opera- 
tion of hip-Joint resection. So far, indeed, was the speaker 
carried bj his patriotio seal, that he actually made out a 
case of priority m favor of France, aud asserted that many 
years ago the subject waa discussed in this country, aud 
Ikat before it had been even thought of elsewhere, " I^" 
added M. Telpeau, "ne do not often resort to this surgiod 
expedient, the reason most probably is, that we care more 
of those aSections to which it is apphcable than our foreign 
brethren. One undeniable fact is, that internal measures 
and medical treatment with us form a prominent part of 
the curative systein ; and to a neglect of these points by 
the surgeons of other countries may be attributed the 
neces^ty for this operation. The Endish surgeons for the 
most part have do medical degree, and, being less of physi- 
cians than we are, are consequently more disposed to 

adopt exclusively surgical measures In dealing 

with the question of risk to the patient in the performance 
of this resection, I must remark that on such occasions jus- 
tice is very raretjr rendered to the surgeon, the dangers of 
the operation bem^ ao invariably confounded with those of 
the malady. Oonaidered by itself, this operation is neither 
dangerous nor very difficult: and if we perform it less than 
our neighbors, the fact has Deen attributable to our having 
bad less occasion for it." M. Telpeau terminated by hint- 
ing that there might also exist some difference between 
the English and French constitution, and stated it as hia 
decided opinion that tliere were some operations wbich 
succeed better in one country than in another. His con- 
clusion was as foUowa : " I should not think of resorting to 
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disariiculation until the hfe of my patient wss menaced by 
the progress of suppuration, and until I felt satisfied of the 
existence of extensive necrosis ; and before commencing 
the operation I should require the assurance of a [jiyeician 
that no internal complications existed to counterindicate 
its performance or compromise its result: with tiiese 
reserves, I admit the propriety of the operation." 

Yhru of the Medical Officers of the French armed vessels 
now visiting our port (Ds. Macoer, Chief) aud two of hia 
coHeaguee), visited the New York Ho^ital on Monday 
the 23d ulc, and were received by the attending phyai- 
cians and surgeons. Afler going through the principal 
wards of the central and south buildings, a number of 
medical and surgical cases attract^ the particular attention 
of the viutors, and elidted remarks showing the lively in- 
terest they took in the methods of treatment employed 
some of which were new to them. The method of heating, 
ventilation, the buildings, and the cleanly condition of every 
part of the institution, called forth expressions of high com- 
mendation. The pathological cabinet waa then inspected ; 
after which tiie company convened in the library-room, 
where an ample collation was spread. 

Members of the Board of Governors, the Consulting 
Phymciana and Surgeona, and other invited members of the 
profession, joined Ihe company, and participated in the en- 
tert»nment Dr. A. H. Sriviara presided, and pre&ccd 
the proceedings with sn ^propriate address. Ds. Bccx:, 
the Senior Attending Surgeon, on behalf of his colleagues, 
then made an address to the guests in French, of which the 
following is a translation : — 

"Gehtlemen and HoKOREn CotLBAOtrES— The Physicians 
and Surgeons of the New York Hospital esteem them- 
selves happy to have thia opportunity of entertaining such 
worthy representatives of the medical corps of the French 
navy. Numerous historical recollections tend to strengthen 
the bonds which unite our respective nations. Several of 
our own number have had the privilege of visiting your 
metropolis and avuling themselves of its immense resources 
for medical education. The remembrance of these advan- 
tages is ever present and sgreeabie. Gathered to-day 
within these walls where the roost brilliant triumphs of 
American surgery have been achieved, we beg leave to ex- 
press to you our senliments of gratitude and consideration. 

" it was here, gentlemen, tiiat our eminent Dr. Motl, in 
1819, astonished Uie scientific world by the ligature of die 
arteria innominata for the first time. It was here, too, 
that our regretted Rodgers, in 1845, applied for the first and 
only time a ligature to the left subclavian artery on tlie 
inner side of the scsleni muscles ; an operation declared 
impracticable by distinguished surgical authorities, and 
which the renewed Sir Aatley Cooper attempted, but was 
obliged to abandon. Accept genUemen. our cordial wel- 
come, and the assurance of our sincere fellowship." 

Dr. Macoer replied, that he and his colleagues were 
deeply sensible of the honor conferred upon them by this 
friendly reception. They had been exceedingly gratified 
with what they bad seen of the hospital They should re- 
tain a most agreeable recollection of tbeir visit, and would 
deUght to have an opportunity of reciprocating these civili- 
ties on their own shores. Other gentiemen made brief and 
appropriate remarks suitable to Ihe occasioa After par- 
taking of the ample collation, the company broke up, every 
one appearing highly gratified with the agreeable enler- 
tunment. 

QtRHA" bas its Natiokal Medical CoHaacsa. Its organ- 
iiation resembles the Assodatioa in this country, and lik« 
Digiiizec oy VjOOQ I C 
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the tetter, ii migntniy in its character. Its last session 
was recently held at Spoyer, and seems to have been vety 
fully attended. It ia divided jdIo Sectiooa, the Medical 
being u follows :— Thtt Physico-Chemical ; the Medical ; 
the O-ynKcologicsl ; the Surgical, and the Anatomic^ and 
Physiological. In the discussions before these Sections we 
fiud the well known names of Virchow, Schoobein, Cier- 
mak, Roser, and others. The Society was received by the 
town authorities with many compliments, and ita Session 
in that city seems to have been regarded by the people as 
an honor. 
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A Bbfort to tsi Secretart or Was of thi Operations 
or THE Samitabt CoHUigeioH, and uros tsk Sakitart 
CoHDinoH or tbe Volunteer Armt, na Medical SiArr, 
Hospitals, and Hospital Sctpplies. December, 1861. 
Washington, D. C. : 1861. ' 8vo., pp. 107. 
Tbi columns of this journal have borne ample testimony 
to the appreciation and friendly interest that is entertained 
by ua and the medical profession generally in the objects 
and efforts of Ihe Sanitary Commission for the Army. We 
have endeavored to preserve in our own minds a vivid and 
just estimation of the peculiar character and unprecedented 
value of the lives and health of the boats of patdotjc sol- 
diers that are ewellinK the corpi d'armta from the Chesa- 
peake to Kansas, to the unpar^Ieled aggregate of nearly a 
million of citizen soldiery. The history of modern warmre 
has left the eetimutes fur disability from disease, as given in 
the writings of Sib John Prinole, but httle more creditable 
to army hygiene than were those a century ago. From 
tweoty to twenty-five per cent, of those who have escaped 
tbe wounds of battles, nave almost Inevitably been left aick 
in the hosjiitals at the end of campaigns. The average rate 
of sickness in Wellington's peninsular campaigns was 
twenty-one per cent., constantly sick, of the tola! strength ; 
and in the Crimean war the rate reached the enormous 
average of 26.6 per cenL, while the death rate went up to 
twenty-three per cent, of the (olal strength, three per cent. 
being from wounds and casualties of war, and twenty per 
cent, from dUeatt. 

In view of such unerring and terribly significant records 
it would be difhcult to overrate the importance of the work 
undertaken by the United States' Sanitary Commission. 
With eager interest have we noted and perused the docu- 
ments and special reports issued by the Commission, until 
now, when the thiriy-tixth has reached ua: some of these 
papers being advisory and suggestive, otliers being for 
mquiry or instruction. At last, at the close of the year 
and of the first seven months' work, an elaborate and able 
Beport has been presented to the Secretary of War, It b 
a document worthy the enlightened philanthropy and 
Mtriotism of the noble men composing the Commission. 
The following topics are speclGcally treated of in this 
Beport: 

"Oi^niiation and Duties. Preliminary Survey. plnaocLal 
Baaia, Adrice. Inquiiy. C<Hidition of the Volunteer Army; 
Time of Recruittng, Nativity, Age, InspeotiOQ of Recruilf^ Situa- 
tion of Campa, Water, Occupation of Camp Sites, Natural Drain- 
age, ArtLQciHl Drainage, Camp ArraDgcment, Tent Accommoda- 
tiun. Ventilation, Tents, Flooring, Privies, DLspositlon of 0^1, 
Sublee, Camp Police iu ^nand, Oothing, Cleanliness, food, 
Company Funds, Hospital Fund, Cooking. Sutlers, Drunkeuneaa, 
Bisciplme, Recreations, Regimental Sands, Kemittances of Pay, 
Qualilicationa of Surgeons, Camp Hoapilals, Claasificntion of Hos- 

Silals— Table, Resumfof Sanitary Condition orRegimenta — Table, 
[ortolity, Diseases sod Casualties ; Kitent and genera] charac- 
ter of diseases, Quinine aa a pn^hylactio. Di^xiaition of the Sick 
—Table ; PrevideDt Dt w aa wi ^ DisMsea and Casualties of the Anay 
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Slaliitleally ClasilSed— Table, Number of Diseases and Casualties 
of each cl^ and order Co 1000 treated. Tendanciea of Disease; 
TyphuB, Ucaales and Small-pox. Uililary Hospitals; Defect in 
Present Hospital ArrangemeDts, Relation between (General and 
Regimental Hospitals, Technical DifBcultica in iha Uospiiai Sys- 
tem. Medical and Surgical Service of tlie Army ; Regular Sior- 
vice, Volunteer Service^ Transportation. Volunteer Hospital and 
other Supplies ; Depota of the Commigaion, Freight, Amount of 
Supplies Distribution, System of Distribution, Reserved Stock of 
Supplies, Insuffldency of Government Reserves, Supplies for men 
in the Fieli Special Relief to Volunteers in Irregular Circum- 
stances. Distribution of Advisory Documenta. Record of Bu- 
rials. Di^rsements. UembersoftbeCommisHon. Importance 
of UUitary Hygiene. Appendix: L Officers <^ the Commission. 
U. Stair of iDspedion. lU. Example. IV. Notes on BuU 
Eun. T. Ambulance. VL Vdunlear Army Suppliea." 



,y not be placed within reach 
il make the following mter- 



As this important Seport m 
of most of our readers, we w 
Tupted quotations from its vai 

Dntia. — " The Commis9ioti has, (torn the Hist, liilly recognised 
the &cl that its ofBce was purely auxiliary and advisoiy, and 
that it was created solely to give what voluntary aid it could to 
tbe Department and tbe Medical Bureau, in meeting the pres- 
sure of a great and unexpected demand on their resources. 

" The Medical Bureau especially, organized with reference to 
the wants of an army of only a few thousand mi^n, seemed likely 
to be most seriously emtutrrassed in lis operations, when called on 
to provide for a newly levied force of several hundred tliousaud, 
especially as both tlio officers and men of these hastily assembled 
regimeniB were mostly without experience, and required imme- 
diate and extraordinaiy instruction and supervision to save them 
from the consequences of exposure, uialBriB, unwholesome food, 
and other perils of camp life. 

" The Commission met fur the 9rst time at Washington, on the 
1 !lh June last, and proceeded to organite and to settle, so far as 
was tiien possible, the general scheme of its operations. 

Advice. — "For thia purpose the ComniL'sion proceeded, aa 
speedily as possible, to secure the services of a body of physj- 
ciana specially dtted for the required duty, and to send them 
into the Qeld at various points Iroto Fortress Monroe to St, Louia. 
* * * Fourteen well qualiljed pbysiciana are now employed by 
the Commission, each having a detlned portion of tlie army 
under his observation. Six other gentlemen,' each possessed of 
special acquiremenla, are engaged on special duties. 

" Among tbe subjects to winch their attention is espeoialty di- 
rected, and on which they are required to make detailed written 
reports, are the quality of rations and of water, the methiid of 
camp cooking, the ventilation of tents and quarters, tbe drainage 
of the camp, the heallhfulness of its site, the administrstion of 
the hospital snd the sufflcicncy of its supplies, the police of the 
camp, the quality of tbe teuts and of the clothing of the men. 
tbe material used lor tent flooring, if any. etc., etc • • • 
The effect of tlie advice given by the Inspectors of the Com- 
mi8«ou ia found not to be oonBned to the particular camp visited, 
or to the olBcers with whom they converse. Tbe example of 
one regiment in reformiug abuses and enlbrcing swiiCaiy laws ia 
very generally followed by others near it, and an emulation is 
eicit«l among oompany and regimental officers, the beneBcial 
efTecis of which have beeo noticed in many cases where an ill- 
regulated regiment has been transferred to the neighborhood of 
a cleanly, well-policed, thoroughly drained, and salubrious 

/aqmr]/. — " After the inspection of each camp or post, the in- 
spector is required to make an elaborate report upon its condi- 
tion. This report conwsts mainly of written answers in the most 
exact and conciae form Co a series of printed questions, one hun- 
dred and eighty in number, ooveriog every generally important 
point connected with the sanitary oondition of the army. 

" M(H« than four bnndred of these reports have been reo^ved 
by the CommiSHOD. Their results are carefiilly tabulated, and 
suitable digests prepared by an accomplished aotuary. Tbe Com- 
mission is not without hope, if it stiould be enabled Co continue 
its operations, eventusUy Co lay before the country a body of 
military medical statistics more complete, searching, and trust- 
worthy than any now in exiatenos." 

Tbe following is en imperfect abstract of some of tbe 
reaulta of the work in the 6ekl of inquiry, based upon 
accurate and repeated itiapeciion returns in two huntlred 
regiments: — 
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Avtrage Time of Btmiiting — 6 weeks; NaiivHy.—15\ per 
cent, sre native American^ Germans, 6^, Irish, 6}; Aixrogc 
Age — A little below SS years, more than hair arc under S3, and 
the number at 20 is twice that at 3B j-ears ; Jiujwcd'iwi at EnlM- 
menl. — Kot inspected in 5S per cent, in 9 per cent there had 
been thorough re-lDspection. A csrefal eiaminatiOD of the 
CBUBesofficiall; assigned Ibr the diachjrge of 1,630 men Tromthe 
■rmj of the Potomac, aa unfit for aerrice. dnring the month of 
October, leada co the startling conclusion that AjIIj G3 per cent 
of the whole number were thus discharged on account of dia- 
•bilitiea that existed at and before their enlistment, nud which 
•Dj intelligent surgeon ought to have discovered on their iiispec- 
tion as recruits. This conclosioD ia austained by iuformalioa 
from other sources. These men had each, probably, cost the 
Qovemment at laast one hundred dollars for hia pay, rations, 
clothing, trsn sports (ion, medicine^ etc., making aa aggregate of 
over eight; tliousand doUan absolutely wasted on men who 
ought Dever to have been enlisted. 

SHualiim of Camps. — ■ * ■ The regimental surgeon has 
seldom been consulted on the Bul^ject ♦ • • Period of 
OtngxUion — £1 days. • • « Tunis. — 68 per cent, are in 
wedge-tenia; 10 per cent in wall-tenia; t with the bell, and 19 
with the Sibley (conical). * « • Cleanlineti. — In SO per 
cenl daily washing and personal cleanliness was attended to by 
■uti'ority, and sbirta washed once a week. 

Fbod. — '' K very wliere abundant but with a lack of ftt«h vege- 
tablea." DitcipUnc. tic. — Average nimiber of men in guard-house 
daily, two aud three-Hfths in each regiment. JitcmUiotit. — One- 
&nh of tlie regiments have libraries, 4i liave athletic sporty 143 
Lave banda of music • * * 

Camp Ho'^ilaU. — '■ The arrangeinent, equipment, and supplies 
oT the Regimental Hospitals are reported to have been in one 
hundred and Ave (105) of the regiments, good; fi(lj-two (G3) 
indifferent or tolerable ; twenty-six (26) bad. 

"In thirteen (13) regimenls, no hospital whatever hod been 
organir^d. As to lour, there is do report 

"The following table shows the anfregate strength of the two 
hundred regiments under consideration. The nunibera aick in 
hoepitala and in quarters; t^e proponiou sick in hospitals and 
quarters to every 1000 strength, and to every 1000 cases on the 
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"The average number of men canstantlj aick in the regiments 
from several m the States respectively, is nearly as followa: 

New York, (per thousand Btrcmg,) ... 66 

Pennsylvania, " " . . , GT 

Uassachusatts, " " ... 53 

Connecticut, " " ... 40 

Tenoont, " " ... 88 

Uainft " " .... 134 

Hew Jenej, " " ... 86 

'Wisconsin, " " ... 76 

Indiana, " " ... 42 

Michigan, " " ... IS 

Illinois, II i> ... 106 

Ohio, II II . , . lea 

The average length at time lost Ibr active duty, in each case 
of sickness reported, has h«ea a little more than five days 
(a.18). 

" It has happened in. more than one instance that upon an 
order to advance against the enemy being given, every man of a 
regiment then on the sidt list immediately reported himself well, 
wu discharged, aud shouldered his musket in Che liue of battle. 
It la probable that at least one-half thoae returned aa sick by the 
•uqjMU* of ToluDleen would do tha lame, under Kmllar ciroum- 



stances; that proportion b^ng excused (Vom duty on account cf 
a cold in the head, severe b^gue, or a slight indigestion. 

Mortalily. — ■* The average mortality of the army of the Poto- 
mac liaa been, during the summer, at the rate of St per cent, 
(allowance being made for those who die after their dischnrge^ 
Irom causes connected witli army life.) Imperfect data received 
from the West indicate a considerably larger rate for the whole 
army ; probably it will not be far from 5 per cent if ewee|^g 
epidemics should be escaped." 
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At a future time we will present to our rcadeTB botb tho 
argument and the elaborate statistical tables by which the 
Commission urges, with masterly cugeticy, the importance 
of an improvement in the regulations relating to the medical 
and sanitary statistics of Che army. The suoject of educa- 
caCional, departmental, and other improvements needed in 
the medical service, also requires special notice. The Re- 
port boldly enunciates strong convictions upon these points; 
as it likewise does concerning needed improvements in the 
organisation and management of military hospitals of every 

Advisory and Seiatlific PMkations. — "The Commission, hav- 
ing enrolled among its associate members many distinguished 
members of tlie medical profession throuKbout the loyal States, 
has thought it fairly within tho scope of its duties to invice them 
to aid in the proCection of tha army against disease, by the pre- 
paration of papers intended to embody in a brief compan the 
latest results of medical and sui^cal science, in regard to various 
special points of great practical importance, as to which some of 
our volunteer surgeona, necessarily inexperienced in their new 
fleld of army medicine, Burgeiy, and hygien^ and without acoCM 
lo libraries, may need information and advice. The duty of com- 
piling these papers has been confided by the Commission to lead- 
ing members of the profeaion in our primHpal citiee; and papers 
on re-vflceination, on the treatment of camp fever, on dysentery, 
and on certain surgical operations of importance, but not univer- 
sally understood, are now completed or in progress. These Che 
Commission proposes to print, and to place in the hands of every 
member of the medical ataK" 

Record of flunaij.— " The Commission baa endeavored to 
obtain information by which the place of burial of the volunteers 
who have been killed in battle, or who have died in hoapitals, 
may be established. They have also elaborated a system of 
records for those dying in hospitals, and of indications of their 
burial-place, by which their bodies may be identified; which 
has received approval, and been ordered te be carried out, blanks 
and Cablets for the purpose being Aimished to each regimental 
quartermaster." 

Such labors require no comment from ns. They have 
been conceived ond are proseculed in the true spirit and by 
the most enLghtened intelligence of our profession. Thei 
reward ia on high. The Eeport truly states that — 

"The one point which controls the Commissioa is Just this: a 
dmple desire and resolute determioacion to secur« Jbr the nUn 
who have Mliited in ihii war that can whiidi 11 it ttM will and 
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duty of the Daticni to give tbent That care is their rigfal, and, 
in ibe OoTerninent or out of it, it must be given tbem." 

Are our brethren throughout the land fully aware of the 
purposes and the wants of the Sanitarj Coromissioo, and 
will the; gee that its operalioos arc not crippled bj any 
lack of material aJd? Why ghouid not every physician 
present its clums to the people of his neighborhood ? It is 
emphatically the medium through wbi<£ the affecUonate 
hearia and hands at home minister most directly and 
effec^vely to the health and comfort of their loved ones in 
the army, aad to the strength of their country's cause. 
Unless the Oovemment will assume the support and control 
of this or similar machinery for effectual sanitary surveil- 
lance and inslructioQ, we say let the means of the SaoitAry 
Commission be quadrupled. 
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OBSEQUIES OP M. SCRITE. 

[T* tk* Bdltn of Uh Anmnui UmHui. Tm.} 

Sm: — U. Scrive, Inspector of the Service de Sanii of the 
Frendt winy, was burled on the 2l6t of October last. His 
reoMuia were followed to tiie grave by « large number of 
distill guiahed men. Three speeches were pronounced over 
the tomb of that illustrious surgeon. It will, I think, 
interest medical men, and partjcolarly military sargeons, to 
read the speech of Baron H. Larrey, which embodies the 
principal events of Scrive's life. I therefore submit a 
translation. 

Babom Lakret said:— Scrive (Q«q>ard L&msrd), bom 
at Lille, January the 13th, 1815, belonged to an honorable 
commensal family of that city. Called by taste to the 
study of medicine, and by vocation to the medical military 
service, his labors met with encouragement and success. 
He entered service at seventeen, in 1833, as student in 
sureery at the HilitAry Hospital of Instruction at Lille, 
and there obt^ued the first prize at the competition of 
1834. Appointed Under Assistant-Surgeon (Chirurgien 
Sous-aide) at the same hospital, towards the end of that 
year, be was translerred to the hospital of Lyons during 
the epidemicof cholera which raged m the south of France, 
Mid spent the following year at the Val-de-GrAce, where 
he filled the place of preceptor of anatomy. In 1837 he 
obtained the first rank at the competition for the grade of 
Assistant Surgeon-Major (Aide-Major), and was sent to 
the .active ambulances of the army of AMca. Attained 
particularly to the Hospital of Dou/ra, which formed then 
a vanguard pass, he gave there the proofs of a surfpcAl 
ekiU which presaged for him a brilliant career. 

He belonged tuat to t^e 7th Light Infantry, then in 
1838 he joined tlie ITth of the line, and in 1840 entered 
the hospital aervjce. He was Brst stationed at Strasbourg, 
bavine failed in a competition for the cbur of Surgical 
pathology at the Val-de- Grace. A short time after this, 
February, 1841, he was successful in a competition for a 
chair in the Hospitals ^ Inttruetion, and was appointed 

Srofessor at Lille, witli the rank of Asaslant Surgeon- 
[ajor of first class (Aide-Major lire class). 
In 1844 he wBS promoted to the rank of Surgeon-Major, 
second class (Chirurgien-Major, 2Arae class), and in 1847 to 
that of Surgeon-Maj<H', first class, at the same station. 
The hospitals of instruction were suppremedj and he gave 
up teaching. In 1851 he entered the Hospital of Valen- 
ciennes as Ch^ <U Service, and in 1852 he was appointed 
principal physii:ian of second class (m^decin principal) in 
the hospitals of Oran. 

Iiastly, M. Scrive was at Mostaganem in 1854, when 
be had the honor of being appointed bead of the medical 
staifof the French army in the Crimea. The following 
April he was promoi«d to the rank of physician in chief of 
fint cUsB (m^decin principal de lire claese), and two years 



later to that of phyncian inspector (mfdecin inspecteurj, as 
a reward for bis excellent services, and his prodigious 
activity during the whole course of that memorable cam- 
He was doubly and noWy rewarded in the Legion of 
Honor, for bis services. »At the end of December, 1854, he 
was made a chevalier, and as early as the month of August, 
1855, he was promoted to the r^k of officer. At that time 
be received ^so the foreign orders of Commander of the 
Turkic order of Medjidi^ of Knight Companion of tba 
Bath (English order), of the Sardinian order of St. Lazare 
(2d class), and of the Crimean medal of England, showing 
by his four dasps the active part he had taken to tell the 
phases of the expedition of our valiant army from the first 
day of their departure from France, to the USt moments of 
their occupation of the Crimea. 

Scrive had already been initiated in Africa to the service 
of military surgery, first, as assu^tant-sui^on major of om- 
buiance, at the tattle of Oued-balley, December, 1839 ; then 
in 1840, at the taking of Cherchelte, at the passage of the 
Col de Tgniah, and at the taking of M€d£ah. He was also 
with the Seventeenth at the more advanced post of Uitid- 
jah, when the war with the Arabs kept our troops con- 
stantly on the alert 

Scnve possessed excellent qualitJee for the practice of 
military sui^ry in the midst of tbe vicisaitades of war. He 
was endowed with a strength that could stand the hardest 
task, with an activity which multiplied efforts, an inventive 
mind which improvised resources, and that knowledge 
which appreciates the nature of disease, and the talent 
which directs and insures the means of remedying it, and 
the solicitude which provides for successful results. 

As Professor of Surgical Pathology and Operative Sur- 
gery in the Hospitals of Instruction he had shown great 
aptitude for teadiiag, and the advanti^^ of a good method 
when united to learning and sk^ He had worked hard 
to attain to this proficiency, for he had not vet acquired that 
vast experience which latter was to complete his learning 
on the vast field of the Crimea. 

Scrive obtained the degree of Doctor of Medicine from 
the Faculty of Medicine of Paris, in 1637, and was ap- 
pointed corresponding member of the Soeiitt de Chirar^pt, 
towards the end of ^s career in 1859. He has published 
several estimable works j and has furnished the Coundl of 
Health with useful information on military medicine and 

In his R^aUon Medieo-ChirvrgicdU dt la Campagn* 
^Orient, be tells us in the introduction the difficult condi- 
tion in which the French army was situated, the distances 
to be travelled, the obstacles to bo overcome, and the dis- 
eases to be borne ; epidemics more disastrous than aH the 
wounds of the battJe-Beld, dysentery, cholera, scurvy, and 
above all tj^hus fever, that destructive scourge of the 
Strongest armies, carryinK in its train, and even afur off, 
contagion and death. • • • « • • 

Promoted to the rank of tn^pecteur du Service de Santi, 
M. Scrive displayed in the exercise of his functions all the 
activity, all the zeal he had manifested in hia important 
mission to the East; it is not for us to seek here fur tlie 
causesof his decline (the most probable being undoubtedly 
a alow but progressive change in the state of his health). 
Our colleague necame sad, uneasy, dissatisfied, and dis- 
couraged without apparent reason, dnce be had, so young, 
attained the apogee of his csreer. 

Scrive was tall, of a vigorous constitution, with a bright 
intellect, and a disposition at the same time gentle and 
impetuous. He was actuated by the generous sentiments 
of an upright and honest heart ; but he also allowed him- 
self to be led astray by the impulses of too ardent an ima- 
gination, or by the illusions of his impressive nature. 

Affected with a chronic dysentery, tlie first attacks of 
which he bad felt in the Crimea, in the midst of that cam- 
paign, so long and so painful, our unfortunate colleague 
bad felt, for already more than two years, a deep dis- 
tiiitiaoce in hia health ; he bad eren experienced Bome oC 
Lg,zocD,G.OOl^lC 
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Uie ftlArming BTrnptoms of a disease of the liver, and not- 
withstanding th« great moral energy with which he was 
endowed, hwi felt much grief at his situatjoo. 

Living almost isolated with bis familj, who surrounded 
him with the teadereat care, in ■ countiy-house at Clamart, 
where he spent summer and winter, he sufiered also at not 
being anj longer able to give a free scope to the inspira- 
tions of his active organization, and this snffeiing muat 
have a^ravated his condition. 

The death of Scrive has been sudden though snti- 
cipated. Prepared long ago- by the fatal influences of the 
Crimea ; threatening, two years ago, from a double disease 
of the intestines and of the liver; more imminent sttll 
from a recent ^eurisy and a Telapee, it was sudden!; pro- 
duced by an affecticai of the brain, whose origin seems to 
go back also to that glorious campaign, in which our 
regretted colleague bad generously ezhauBt«d all the efforts 
of nis activity to fulfil, to the end, his laborious aud painfiil 

Theiegreteof all our cm^erM will be to the memory of 
Scrive — a pledge of well deserved sympathy. May I 
have been the faithful interpreter of their sentiments in 
this loBO. A^u I Toni^ etc., 

B. F. C. DiBLAiiDn, MJ). 



ABUT MEDICAL STATISTICa 

[T« tbs Edlto' ut tlia Aii^uQui Meduui. Tub.] 

Sib: — In the abstract of Senator Wilson's bill relating to 
the Army Uedical Stafl^, as given in your editorial columns, 
it does not appear that any iq>eciaJ provision is to be made 
for the better utilization of the medical statisttcs of the 
army. The absence of such a proviaon would appear to 
be a defect, inasmuch as slatishcal inquiry is an essentJal 
baas for improvements icd reforms — be uiey eccmomical 
or hmnaoe. 

The practical importance of accarat« and systematic sta- 
tistical mquiry, record^ and reports, in the medical depart- 
ment of a lai^ army, is too well understood to require new 
arguments in favor of insuring the proper performance of 
such duties by skilled hands speciJly designated for the 
work. The valuable service that the Army Medical Bu- 
reau has performed in the vohmtAry preparation of its three 
elaborate " Reports on the Sickness and Mortality in the 
Army," present honorable testimony to the wiUiagnefls and 
desire of the army staff to contribute tiie results of their 
observations and experience to the advancement of medi- 
cal science, and the promotion of military and hygienic 
economy. But while those valuable reports bear such 
testimony to the xeaJ of the staff and to the expert abihty 
of Drs. CoohdRO, Wotherspoon, and Forry, who, at great 
disadvantage, elabonited them, Uie^ also aflbrd intemid evi- 
dence of the want of a system of mquiry and returns com- 
mensurate with the progress and requirements of medical 
knowledge, and adequate to meet every demand that may 
properly be made upon medicine and hygiene by both the 
economic and strategic interests of the army. The intro- 
duction of needed improvements in the system of records 
and reports, and theieetablisbment of a special statistical 
department in the medical bureau, with the ablest medical 
statistician in the army in supervision, would produce 
results of great practice value. At the suggestion of Sir 
Sidney Herbert's Commission of Sanitary Inquiry, the 
British Government has est^lished astatistical branch in the 
Birector-Oeneral's office at London, and a fecial commits 
tee, oiinsisting of Dr. Farr, CoL Tulloch, and Sir Sidney Her- 
bert, have reported an improved system for the army medi- 
cal reports and statistical records. By that system, "'the 
reports will present an exact and comprehensive view of 
the army, 'They will show, uwcA hy week, the number of 
effective men, and the number ineffective from each parti- 
cular cause. They will supply the means of determining 
methodically the health of tlie army in peace or in war. 
And, as the committee has truly asserted, " they will eveij 



committee also make the following statement : 
" If the statistical reports help the Secretary of State for 
War to reduce largely the »ckness of the army in peace 
and in war, they will, it is plain, save thousands of pounds 
annually in the estimates. At the same time they will 
effect a still more tmportant saving' for they tmU «w« <A« 
Uvu of Vie aaidien. If soldiers die in battle by hundreds, 
they die of disease, in hospitals, by thousands. • • * 

" Under the system we propose, medical officers will be 
able to record their observations with increased accuracy, 
to classify phenomena and to discuss the relation of evenr 
order of facts. A good system of army reports will enable 
the Arm^ Medical Department to develop all its energies. 
and to distinguish itself by sanitair discoveries, which will 
increase the efficiency of Her Majesty's army, advance 
science, and be beneficial to mankind." 

This noble view of the utihty of medical statistics and 
their systematic analysis vid official presentation applies 
as truly to the American as to the British army. We 
express no doubt that the Medical Bureau does ^ io its 
power to make the reports and statistioal returns of the 
Army Medical Department permanently useful ; but it is 
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secret that the Burean, aa at present constituted by law, 
is overwhelmed with its merely clerical and administrative 
duties. Its constantly accumulating and imperfect statis- 
tics and reports can only be studied and utilized at distant 
and uncertain intervals. 

With some fourteen hundred medical officers in the Fede- 
ral army, and with a prospect of greatly increased import- 
ance and respoiuubility in that branch of profeasiona] ser- 
vice, the highest requirements of medical knowledge should 
be promptly provided for by the harmonious action of the 
Oovemment and the prolession. Animated by prindplee 
of patriotism and humanity, such harmonious action would 
very speedily provide for eveir needed improvement in the 
medical service ; there would be an adequate division rf 
tabor, and the mooted question oiidecUon versus neeemon 
to the purely administrative offices of tbe d^kartment 
would be quickly and satisfactorily adjusted. 
Pbila„I>m.M,1b>i. J- C: , 



HEALTH OF TROOPS AT FORTRESS MONROE. 

[Army ComqwndeDce of the AuEUCAjr Ukdicu. Tiub,] 

~ FoETun ItOMiM, Tl. 1>w. 14, 18S1. 
Tna following statistics from the reports of the medical 
officers of this division of the arm^, for the months of Octo- 
ber and November, are at your disposal 

There were reported on the last day of October, 9821 
enlisted men, and 408 officers. There were during the 
month, 3982 cases uniicr medical trentment; 96 of whom 
were sent to the General Uotqjitai, 2998 were returned to 
duty, 21 received a furlough, 34 were dischar^^d from ser- 
vice, 1 deserted, and there were 22 deaths. There remained 
sick 286, and 535 were convalescent The principal dis- 
eases were : of fevers, 28 cases of congestive, 24 of con- 
tinued, 464 of intermittent, 326 of remittent, 3 of typhus, 
and 61 of typhoid ; there were 7 cases of erysipelas, 7 of 
rubeola, 11 of cholera morbus, 119 of colic, 109 of consti- 
pation, 652 of diarrhcea, 75 of dyaeDtcry, T of gastritis, t of 
hasmatemesis, 36 of tonsilhtts, 99 of bronchitis, 179 of 
catarrh, 4 of hnmoptysis, 2 of laryngitis, 15 of phthisis 

fulmonalis, 16 of pleuriti^ 13 of pneumonia, 1 of carditis, 
of endocarditis, 2 of pericarditis, 49 of cephalalgia,! of 
chorea, 4 of delirium tremens, 6 of epilepsy, 4 of mania, 1 
of meningitis, 9 of ncuralgifL 1 of pwalysis, 7 of syphilitic 
bubo, 53 of gonorrhcea, 4 of nephritis, 9 of orchitis, 9 of 
primary syphilis, 20 of secondary syphilis, I of hydrocele, 
26 of lumbago, 118 of acnte rheumatism, 66 of obrouio 
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rheumatism, 16 of abscess, 5 of paronycliia, 14 of pUegmon, 
27 of ulcer, 25 of coDtusuon, 1 <rf fracture, 3 of hernia, 3 of 
luxation, 24 of sub-luxatioD, 40 cases of incised wound, 6 
of contused and lacerateii, and 45 of gunshot, 24 cases of 
ophthalmia, 14 of otitis, 2 of simple bubo, 22 of liasmor- 
rboids, 1 of noBt^gia, and 1 of scorbutus. 

The deatjis, 6 ofwhich occurred at the Oeneral Hospital, 
were from the following diseases; 8 of typhoid fever, 3 of 
typhus fever, 3 of pneumonia, 2 of dysentery, 1 of nephri- 
tis, 1 of pleuritis with effusiou, 1 of diphtheria, 1 ofursmia, 
1 of perforalJon of intestine, and 1 was shot by accident. 

From the register I take the following: there have been 
during the monlli 4 days of rain, 11 doudy, and 20 fair. 
"" 1 temperature for the month 



', Uie 



55°. 



Oa the last day of November the following medical offi- 
cers were in charge in this Division : John M. Cuyler, 
U.S.A., Medical Director, etc., Portress Monroe ; R. B. 
HcCay, Brigade Surgeon, Purveying Department; Reed 
B. Bonticon, Brigade Siii^feon, General Hospital ; John W. 
Hunt, 10th RegL N. Y. Vols., garrisoning Portress Monroe ; 
R. K, Browne, Brigade Sui^eon, Camp Hamillon ; D. W, 
Maull, Ist RegL Del. Vols., Guo. S, Potter, 45tii RegL Pa. 
Vols., Johnson Clark, Union Coast Guard, Julius Hansen, 
20th RegL N. Y. Vols., C. C. Jeweti, 16tb Regt. Mass. 
Vols., Orpheus Everts, 20th Regt Ind. Vols., Camp Hamil- 
ton; Josiub Curtis, Biigade Surgeon, Camp Butler, New- 
eirt News; John Howe, Ist RegL N. Y.Vols., Lee Roy 
cLean, 2d RegL N. Y. Vols., Frans R. 8(aehl, 7th RegL 
N. Y. Vols., John M. Forehie, 11th Regt. N. Y. Vols., W. 
H. Bradley, Mass. Battallion, Camp Butler, Newport News ; 
T. H. Bache, Brigade Surgeon, 1st RegL U. S. Artillery, 
Co. 0., Fort Hftiteraa, N, C. ; Geo. H. Humphrey, 9ih 
fiegt N. Y. Vuls., Camp Wool, Hatterss; D. Minis, 48lh 
RegL Ps. Vols., Camp Clark, Hatieras. 

There were reported 12,213 enlisted men, and 408 offi- 
cers. There were 4009 cases under treatment during the 
month; of these 166 were sent to the General Hospital, 
2820 were returned to du^, 19 received furlough, 75 were 
discharged from service, 1 deserted, and 38 died. There 
remained sick 375, and 519 convalescenL The diseases 
'were, of fevers, 42 cases of continued, 314 of intermittent, 
252 of remittent, 73 of typhoid, 23 of typhus ; Ihure were 

7 cases of eryaipelaa, 81 of rubeola, 1 of variola, 9 of cho- 
lera morbus, 23 of colic, 141 of constipstion. 3G5 of diar- 
rhcea, 36 of dysentery, 29 of gastritis, 1 of htematcuieBis, 
18 of hepatitis. 21 of tonsillitis, 135 of bronchitis, 193 of 
catarrh, 5 of laryngitis, 5 of hsmoptyais, 12 of phthisis 

fulmonalis, 7 of pleuritis, 19of pneumonia, 17 of cephalalgia, 
of delirium tt^mens, 1 of mania, 4 of meningitis, 14 of 
neuralgia, 1 of paralysis, 10 of syphilitic bubo, 43 of gonor- 
rhcsa, 2 of nephritis, 15 of orchitis, 14 of primary syphilis, 

8 of secondary syphilis, 2 of hydrocele, 14 of lumbago, 153 
of acute rbeumatiam, 30 of chronic rheumatism, 25 of 
absceaa, 2 of carbuncle, 4 of paronychia, 14 of phlegmon, 46 

, of ulcers, 29 of contusion, 6 of fracture, 17 of hernia, 1 of 
luxation, 16 of sub-lusation, 54 of incised wound, 3 of con- 
tused and lacerated wound, 3 of punctured wound, 13 of 
gunshot wound, 3 of amaurosis, 23 of ophthalmia, 6 of 
otalgia, 2 of simple bubo, 8 of tuemorrhoids, 1 of m^ornslii, 

2 of prolapsus ani, and 2 of scorbutus. The remaining 
were of no int^esL Of the deaths, 13 died at the Gene- 
ral Hoepital. The diseases were, from typhoid fever, 16; 
meningitis, 4; phthisis pulmonalis, 4 ; pneumonia, 2; liron- 
chitis, 1; laryngitis, 1; typhoid pneumonia, 1; gunshot 
wound, 1 ; remittent fever, 1 ; dysentery, 1. There were 

3 drowned, 2 shot by accident, and 1 died from injuries 
twseived by being run over. During the month there were 
3 rainy days, 8 cloudy, and 22 fair. The mean tempera- 
ture for the month was 531'°, the maximum 70°, the mini- 
mum 38°. 

J. W. HCNT, 

Surgtmt lOtt Jlegl. A'. Y. VoU. 
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Death of Stefreh S, Griswold, M.D. — At a special 
meeting of the N. Y. City Library Association held at the 
Library Rooms, No, 5 Abingdon Squaiv, on the evening 
of December 24, 1861, Alfred C. Hoe, Chas. M. Hall, anS 
J. W. Griffiths, the Commitee to report resolutions in regard 
to die death of Doctor Griswold, reported the following, 
which were unanimously adopted; 

Re»olved, That (be members of this Association have 
heard with sadness and deep regrat that Doctor Stephen S. 
Griswold, the First President of the Association, is dead. 



and laws which the deceased spent his last breaUi 
in maintaining; by rebels whose nanjes wilt be execrated, 
when his will be entwined with those sadly sweet memo- 
ries which cluster round the name of him who has died for 
his country. 

Raolvtd. That this Association is deeply indebted to the 
deceased for the prosperity it has enjoyed. As its first Pre- 
sident, and at the time of h^ death a Director, he ever 
eihibiled the most untiring energy and preseveronce in tlie 
performance of his duties, and for the promotion of its 



Raolvtd, That the affliction which we feel in the death 
of the deceased is chastened by our memory of his charac- 
ter, and by our knowledge that he was a man of entire 
integrity, of unflinching courage, of perfect truth, and one. 
therefore, who adorned all the relations of life, and enjoyed 
the esteem and regard which conduct so regulated is sure 

Raohed, That the proof of these characteristics was seen 
when on (he battle-Beld of Manassas. Regardless of his 
own safety, he nobly stood by the dying and the dead, nnd 
thus performing his duty was taken prisoner, and again 
seen, when repeatedly offered to be released on parole, he 
refused, preferring to remain a prisoner and to die rather 
tlian to be under the slightest obligation to the enemies of 
his country. 

Rttolved, That the members of (his Association most 
deeply sympathize with the widow of (he deceased in her 
great affliction, and hope that, even in her momentaof deep- 
est sadness, she may be consoled by reflecting that her 
deceased husband was her country's son, and he died for iL 

Raobied, That these resolutions be entered upon the 
minutes, a copy be dthvered to the widow of the deceased, 
and his portrait in our rooms be hung with crape. 

Medical Mbn ih Brazil.— " L' Union Mfidicnle" stales, 
in an article on foreign medical events, that in Brazil tbero 
are 13 medical men in the Chamber of Representatives out 
of 120 members, and 2 in the Senate out of 50 senators. 
The same Journal mentions en unfortunate occurrence at 
Dantzic It appears that Dr. Stich, chief physician of the 
hospital there, was tried before a criminal court for having 
maae a wrong diagnosis, the accusation being brought by 
the Royal College of Physicians of Kfinigsberg. Dr. Sticn 
was simply fined, and the payment was remitted on the 
occasion of the King's coronation. — Lancet. 

Dealtr of New Yobs for the Week endiiio Decem- 
BEB 28Tn. — According to the City Inspector's report, there 
were 369 deaths in the city during the past week — a 
decrease of 70 as compared with the mortality of the week 
previous, and three more than occurred during the corre- 
sponding week last year. The recapitulation table gives 5 
deaths of alcoholism, 4 of diseases of the bones, joints, etc. : 
62 of the brain and nerves, 4 of the generative organs, 18 
of the heart and blood vessels, 132 of the lungs, throat, 
etc. ; 2 of old age, 46 of diseases of the skin and eruptive 
fevers, 7 premature births, 38 of diseases of the storaach, 
bowels, and other digestive organs ; 25 of uncertain seat 
and general fevers, 3 of diseases of the urinary organs, and 
13 from violent causea. 
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MEDICAL DIARY OF THE WEEK. 
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Jul a. j BiLuvui HogrniL, I>t. Thonuo, hslt-put 1 p.h. 
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d.> do ToUi 

do do Esa. of ToTpaatlMb 

COLTAS— lIonHiio In Dolk. 

ilo I>TBge«> ofSaatanllM. 

NOnCB.— We lp«g Co adriM □ 
as Uieir AgenM or Coiujf^ees, bIIowi 
Arbdes, and at the nine time, alwafs 



COUBCELLE8— AiDarlaui EUHt. 
CBOBHIEIt— avrar Ulnaral and BolpbnIDOIk 
do nik of lodid* of Inn and <( 

QoliilDa. 
DAROIXEa— Rnm Pnneli. 



J)BGSNKTAIS— Pwlo™! P 

do STrup of Can ut 

DEHA UT— PuTnllTa Tllla. 
DELABAREE-^oolhlDg Brnib 
DELANO liENIER—NS I^ta. 



^o« 



J aneala Choeo 

DICQDElUBB-UolaBOtta* (hair iji,\ 



DOBTAULT— Bono Bi 
D UPOKT — Banpsntor 

do Ana^lalroi 

DUSOUBD— Fatrulnau Sjnip. 
GAD— Da Hallno daa CkmaL 
ESPIO— Pastaral Tn ' 
FAYAED— IVpor. 
FLOn— Lonttln Bri 
FOROET-Coocb 8i,_ 
FRAHK— Qnlu ofSadth. 



lOfSa&tlL 



OADTIBB-LACBOZB.-ejrap of J 

do Balaam of Aoomic 

OBLIB * CONTE— Dr^iaa of LMtata of Ira 
QENBTUIX— Ihd rodnood br Hrdrocsi. 
do AaU-Oont oc Oil of Boi 

Chaatont. 



'oelorml raali 



_.. DncMKtfLapaOt. 

do ByrDp Preto-lodlda of Iron. 

1 i ERI N— B^iuilo OpIaL 
OIJICLIE— Aad-OlalnmaSUilr. 
GUILLIEKMOND— Smip lodo-TaimltaK 
BEMEL^Ppvdar tatji^ 

do do doudPnto-IodMetrltoB. 
EOMOLLE U QUEVENHE— OrannlB W O^ 

H0FEI.AND— IMgoaUTO Ll^Bot. 
JOT— FtoUral FnuilnloT. Antl-AcUuDUl*, 
KKKATOPK [I.E— Pomanm fbr Ilono Usctt. 
LABARBAQL'E— T'litnfaoHnf Flnld. 
do Vino oTQulatQm. 

do nibor^iDiQB. 

LABELOKTB-BvrapofDIgltiU, 
LAMOtlK0UX-«rnip of - 
LAKOC11B— Win* oTOttlnU BiA. 
LARltEY— Clunalng B/nin. 
LAKTIOUES— AnU-goBt Fllla. 
LAtlRKNT— Modkalod DnciM 
UTILLE— Anll-eoDt PUU 



LECUELLE— Hrm 



Artlelea almirB on liaDd. 

DB. TALLEIBB— SmiMtKOriaa, TraaHa, anS 

Slanted Etaatio Anpllanoea, Jta. 
—Vlnalera a la oVotitna. 
do Boap Oljeaiina. 

do Paaia, do g. oHMUla. 

do do do p.moiUU. 

do rarftimod Oljoorlnt^ 

DB. FIKKEE-DaotllHce Water. 

do Tlnalfre, Toilet Tlnafar. 

do BoonTollet Vlnrnr. 

HODBIOAHT-OIIAEDIN— Parftmwrj. 

Caatomera, tliat our frequent and direct itit«rooiine with the ownersof ttie above Modicinos, 
to aMure tbom. tlint b; addreBaiog Uieir orden to tu, the; will Eurel]' avoid Uie Spurioiu 
obtiuD the vorj lowest prices. , 



LBOHELCE-Oibab, Solid and Onantaat* 
do 'AnU-Pntrld Water, 

do AnU-FoTor Powdor. 

do CollTr* DiTin (Ejo Vaabk 

LERAB— Uqnld PboapbaU <^ Dw. 

do Dragica of do Aol 
LEBOT— j^^ltlC 
doi PnicatlC 
do Hid 

U ATHET-C ATLDS— Ckprala pw Oofialba,*^ 
HEOE— Pur Cosahlna, ha. 
HEHEMAURICE-AoDuOoOIL 
MONDINI & UABOHl— Caohoa tf Bl' 
MOTUBB^-CapanUe of Copaiba. 

do do of Ood Utw OIL 

HOURIBS-Parlna tor ChUdruL 

do CAooolat* ■<'L 

IIAFE-«*o-DelanKn 



PELLBTIER— EUHr and OdonUn*. 
7EPSIHE— See - BovdanlL" 
PEBSONNE-Iodin* OIL 
PETEEQUIN-Pllla of Proto-Iodld* of Inm. 
FH1IJFI>E— Tooth Waah 
do Tooth Powdtr. 



PIERLOT— Talarlanate of Immunla. 
FRODBOUlfE-EwBo* of Swaaparllla. 
QUERU— <Jod UrarOII JalJT. 
QUEVENNE— Dra««ea of Iron redooed. 
BACUAOUT— Be* " Deluuranlar.' 
RAQU IN— Copaiba Oapgtilea. 
SEONA(n.T— Pectoiil Paata. 
BOHIQUET— Byrnoof 17ro-Phoaphata of Iron, 

DS. B0DS6EAU--O(ilMUalWatarfbrtIi«ETaa. 

BOYEK— Ood Ll*er OIL 

EOOB— Oltrale of Mafiioda Powder. 

BAMPBO-lBleoUnL "** 

BEDLITZ— Powder. 

eEOITIN-Wlna. 

BSION OBZT— Loionfaa of lodlda of Potwtlna. 

BODA-PowdM^ 

TKAHOBE UBAtJSSE-RafanBstor. 

TAIXET— Foinuliioaa PUU 

Wlnti V TW-*«^ 



TIOUT— Water. 

*■ Obocolal*. 

lUnanl BaltL 
EDCOABI- BmuIm. 



Toilet Anl«lM 1 



Ordaro r*«<la*il and 



tiatd mtd pnmfOif tetnittl for 
Aa/iOowfaff dr«e&«i 



Hornoaopatlilo prr paratlona. 
Ulenril* for laboraiarlot. 



'blloaopbloal inalninu 



atna, oyitaL and eblna Taaaa. 
Bclcntiae hooka. 

MAOQENET & COITDRAT ParfiUDan. 
DEMAEBON CUETELAT do. 

LUniN do. 

VIOLFT do. 

PIVEBT do. 

BOOIKTB BTOIKRIQUK. 



■yCoQc^le 
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^ri^inal f fflnrts. 

LECTURES ON 

NEW REMEDIES AND THEIR THERAPEU- 

TICAL APPLICATIONS. 



LECTDRE IL— PART L 

OOBKOBtTB OHLOBIDB OF MBRCDRT.* 

Bydrargyri Chhridam Corronvum. V. S. — Bydrargyri 
Siehloridmn. Lond. — iSuWwwrfBni Canotiintm, Dub. — 
SMimalta Corromna, Ed. — Bydrargyn PerMoridam — 
Corroiivt Chhridt of Mercury. — Corraaive Sublimale. 
OlNTLEHEH ; — Tou wiil obeerve that we give jou a num- 
ber of names to (his important medic^ agent, and it is 
right (hat you should know all the names by which an artJcle 
is known. Tho reason bo many different names are nsed, ii 
because chemists have not been agreed as to the e<}uivalent 
of mercury. While aorne have he!d to the opinion that 
the combiuing equivalent is 202, others state it to be 101. 
SupposiDg the equivalent (o be 101, and you will see by our 
formula (HgCI), that we have aaop(«d that theory, (he 
present artim is correctly a protochloride, while calomel is 
s subchloride (HgiCl), But if (he equivalent number is 
202, then the present article ia a it, ptr, drafo-cloride 
(HgCIs), while calomel is a proto-cWoride (HgCl), 
But as physicians, you need not be troubled thoat these 
'■ is sufficient for you to know them, you need 



we are at present considering is called Hydrargyri Chlori- 
dum Corrofflvum, or Corrosive Chloride of Mercury, while 
calomel is known as Hydrargyri Chloridum Mite, or Mild 
Chloride of Mercury. Let me advise you alwaya to use 
-these distinguiEhing names, bj bo domg you may avoid 
making serious mistakes. 

I'rtparation. I. By the Dry Protas. — Mis two parts of 
drj neutral persulphate of mercury in a porcelain mortar, 
intimately with one part of powdered and well dried com- 
mon salt; shake (he mixture into a riass daak, wbii^ 
should be only one-third full. Place the fask in an iron 
dish containing a thin layer of sand, then sniround with 
sand to half its depth, and put the whole into a ring fur- 
nace and apply beat, which should be moderat« at first 
The heat need not at any time be very great, or a con- 
siderable portion of the sublimed salt will fuse and fall 
back again, and thus retard the process. As soon as the 
sublimate begins to condense upon the upper part of the 
flask, the mouth is carefiilly closed to prevent loss. When 
no more white stellated groups of crystals appear on the 
surftce of the powder at the bottom of the flagk, the latter 
is withdrawn from the sand, cracked by touching it witb a 
wet sponge, and when cold the sublimate in the upper por- 
tion of the flask is separated from the glass and kept in 
vessels excluded from the light 

II. By the Moia Proca*. — Six parts of mercury, fuur- 
teen parts of hydrochloric acid (sp. gr. 1-130), and seven 
parts of nitric acid (sp. gr. 1-20) are mixed in s plun 
retort, which is placed in a sand bath, a receiver attached 
without luting and kept cool, whilst the distiltation is car- 
ried on to dryness. When no more moisture forma in the 
neck of the retort, tho receiver is exchanged for a dry one. 
the retort is buried as deeply as possible in the sand, ana 
the heat continued until the salt is driven to the upper por- 
tion and into the neck of it Tbo retort is then withdrawn 
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duct, which will be about eight parts, kept in a botUa 
excluded from the light 

L Persulphate of mercury and chloride of sodium, 
when heated together, exchange elements: the oxygen 
of the oxide of mercury passes to the soaium, and tho 
soda thus formed combmes with the sulpdiuric acid; the 
mercury and chlorine unite and volatilize, whilst snlphat* 
of soda reroeuns behind ; the reactions may be thus 
exphdned:— 1 at HgO, S0>, and 1 at NaCL form 1 at. 
HeCI, and 1 at. NaO, SOi. 

II. Hydrochloric acid has no action on mercury, either 
cold or hot ; but when nitric acid also is present, aquare^ 
forms, and the metal soon dissolves entirely, forming per- 
chloride of mercury, wster and nitric oxide, which forms 
in the air brown vapors of hyponitric acid) the reactions 
may be thus explained : — 3 at Hg, 3 at. BCl, and 1 at 
NO^ form 3 at HgC\ 3 at HO, and 1 at NOt 

Propertia. — Corrosive chloride of mercury forms a white 
crystaUise mass, consisting of right rhombic prisms heaped 
together. It is odorless, but posseBses a veir naueeous 
metallic taste ; it fuses wnen heated, and volatihzee readily 
and completely. One part dissolves in sizleen parts of 
cold and in three parte of boihng water, in two and ■ h^ 
parts of cold alcohol, and in three parts of ether ; all of 
which solutions have an acid reaction. From a hot bo1u> 
tion in water it crystAUizes on cooling in prisma of a dif- 
ferent form from that of the subhmed salt ; it is therefora 
dimorphous. It is soluble also without change in sulphuri^ 
nitric, sod hydrochloric acids. It. dissolves more readily in 
solutions of (he alkaline chlorides than in pure water, as it 
forma with them double salts which are very soluble ; of 
these the double salt of mercury and ammonium, the M 
ulnknAroth, or taUi of witdom, is still used in pbarmacy 
under the name of Liquor Hydrargyri Bi-chlondi. In a 
strong light corrosive chloride of mercury becomes reduced, 
first to proto or mild chloride, and finfdly to the metallio 
stale. If on treating with water there is a white residue, 
which is blackened by a solution of potash, txdomd is pre- 
sent If it contains any reddish qjots, there is a mixture 
of peroxide of iron. 

ii*l3 of Purity.— It should sublime when heated without 
residue. It should be entirely soluble in nxteen parts c^ 
water, in three parts of ether, or in two and a half of aloo- 
bol. It should t» white and dry. 

IneompoJSAei. — With many of (he metals, alkalies allu- 
line earUis and their carbons(«s, the soluble salts of silver 
and lead, soap, Ume wal«r, tartar emetic, the BOluUe mil- 

E burets, ferro and ferridcyanidea of potasaiupa, sulphor, 
ydrosulphatea, chromate and iodide of potasuum, proto- 
chloride of tin, piperin, volatile oils, sevei^l vegetable inlii- 
aiou and decoctions, and animal and vegetable substajicee 
containing albumen, gelatine, or gluten. A solution of this 
salt is decomposed in the light, but this change is prevented 
by the presence of the alkaline chlorides.* 

Compontioa. — As it contains one atom of mercnrj and 
one of chlorine, its composition ia about seventy-four per 
cent of mercury and tweutv-«ix of chlorine. 

^ed* on the Sy^an — Loeai and Eternal — Corroaire 
chloride of mercury in a concentrated solution ia mode- 
rately caustic, producing a considerable amount of irritation. 
These effects are to some degree produced by its strong 
affinity for albuminous substances, which it decompose^ 
and unites with chemically. Itsprindpal loc^ apj^oatioD 
is to indolent ulcers of a eyphihtic character, or to avphililia 
cutaneous eruptions. It may be used also, with much 
benefit, in aqueous solution, to various ulcerated conditiona 
of the throat, with a camel's hair pencil, so as to confine 
its application as much as possible to the diseased sti^ctura. 
There are other conditions of the throat also, where ther« 
are no ulcerations, in which I have made use of it with 
much benefit, employing a solution in water, from two 
gruns to the ounce, up to a concentrated solution. The dis- 
eased conditions of the throat to which I refer, are such u 
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•re seen in Bcrofliloui persons, vhere the mucous follicles of 
the toDsila are enlarged ind in an unhetJtbj state, ind also 
ia those diseased conditJons of the posterior narea and 
pharynx, caused b; that condition of the mucous membrane 
of the upper air passages, called catarrh. But great cau* 
tion is necessarj in applying this solution, especiallj to the 
schneiderian membrane, otherwise it maj produce great 
local irritation. Professor G. B. Wood recommends it very 
highly for its caustic effects in on jcha maligna ; he says, 
" We occasionally meet with an exceedingly obstinate ulcer, 
situated around the nail of the finger or toe, attended with 
considerable swelling, of a fcetid odor, and very ill-con- 
ditioned appearance, which frequently eeparatea the nail, 
and seems to show no tendency to heal. Formerly it was 
deemed neceSEary sometimes to amputate the finger or toe. 
I have never met a case which reftised to yield to the fol- 
lowing trealment, which originated with the late Dr. 
Perkins, of Philadelphia: — Equal parts of corrosive subli- 
mate and sulphate Of Einc, well powdered, are thoroughly 
mixed ; the mixture is sprinkled tlilckly on the ulcei-ated 
surface, so as to cover the whole of it deeply^ a pledget of 
lint, thoroughly wet with tincture of myrrh, is placed over 
the powder, and the whole dressed with a compress bo3 
bandaee. It is of little consequence what alcoholic liquid 
is nsed, the object of it being, that it Aould act as a sol- 
vent to the mercurial salt. 1 have generally substituted lau- 
danum for the tincture of myrrh. Severe pain is experi- 
enced, which ceases in half an hour, or less ; and upon the 
removal of the dressings, some hours afterwards, an eschar 
ia seen to have formed, covering the whole surface of the 
ulcer. This is thrown off in the usual time, and a healthy 
surface left, wnich heals without difficulty. Little effect is 
produced on the sound flesh. Wheliier the chloride would 
answer the same purpose without the salt of zinc, I do not 
know, for I have never tried them separately." Very 
finely powdered sugar may be substituted for the zinc, 
eepecially where there is much cedema, as the flow of 
serum will be much more abundant than with the zinc, and 
the pain is not so severe ; a small quantity of muriate of 
morphia might be incorporated. 

Trousseau recommends a solution of this salt in pruritus 
of the vulva, but it more frequently fails than cures — at 
least vri^ me. 

Itiiemal 4S^rf»- — We have spoken of the action of several 
of the preparations of mercury, and their modus operandi, 
we therefore shall not have occasion to detain you for any 
length of lime on the action of this remedy. 

Corroeive chloride of mercury is used in syphilis ; moat 
frequently, however, in the secondary form of this aisease. 
Since the time of Tan Swieten and Boerhaave, it has 
been extensively employed in the pains, nodes, and erup- 
tive diseases of syphilitjc origin ; and in a gr^at majority 
of these esses it is found to be of essential benefit By 
many persons it is used also in primary syphilis, but it is 
generally acknowledged to be of inferior value in this form, 
to some of the other preparations I have before mentioned. 
It is said by most autliors to be contra-indicated, if, in 
addition to the syphihs, there is a scrofulous tunt in the 
system; but in mj opinion, these are the cases that are 
most benefited by its use,if proper and skilful combinations 
ace made with it. Wherever you find a syphilitic disease 
engrafted on a scrofulous diathesis, you must be prepared 
to find an irritable, ausemic, and depraved condition of the 
system ; and so long as you allow the syphilitic disease to 
continue, that depraved condition will last. It is abso- 
lutely necessary to cure as quickly as possible, this poison- 
ous syphilitic disease ; and because many have attempted 
to do it with Hoe corrosive chloride alone, and have thereby 
not only failed, but have increased the irritability of the 
qrstem, they biave condemned the remedy as an irritant 
and excitant: whereas, had they administered it in skilful 
combinations, keeping in view lie complications attendant 
upon the disease, they would have been rewarded with 
better euocess. In explaining to ^ou the modut operandi 
of mercury, I staled, that it detenorated Hie quality of the 



blood by diminishing the amount of fibrin, and generally 
of the corpuscles alio. In scrofula and aneemia we have 
already a great diminution of the corpuscles of the blood, 
and generally the fibrine is also much diminished ; we 
therefore see that if we are compelled to administer mer- 
cury to counteract a morbid process, or remove a morbid 
material from the system, we must assist its operation by • 
tonic, hke quinla, or the vegetable bitters, or a chalybeate, 
as iron. If we have, in addition to this anKmis, an irri- 
table state of the digestive organs, we may need a tnild 
saline, as chlorate of potsesa, or a sedative, as hyoecyamua, 
conium, or opium. I do not intend (o give you prescrip- 
tions \a follow; I have not been guilty of this foUy; I 
wish merely to give you broad principles by which you 
may be enabled, whenever necessary, to fiimish the exact 
prescription needed to each particular case. I am sorry 
to say that the public condemn most severely a phy- 
sician for administering this remedy, and yet reward 
empirics with large fortunes for giving them the same. 
The well known Swaim's Panacea, and many other quack 
nostrums tliat J could name — if 1 should not be givinr them 
an additional advertisement by so doing — owe all their 
medical activity to the corrosive chloride of mercury con- 
tained in them ; and yet the populace took these remedies 
for years, and many received great benefit fi-om them, not 
only in syphilitic diseases, nut in scrofula, and other 
deianged conditions of the system. 

You will find this remedy of great service in some of the 
chronic enlargements of the mesenteric glands, and also in 
some of the forms of chronic rheumatism, enlargements of 
the liver, and dropsical effusions. 

Corrosive chloride differs from several of the other pre- 
parations of mercury, owing to its greater eolubiUty; on 
this account it is more powerful, requiring a smaller dose, 
and is more irritant if taken in an over dose. Being more 
soluble it is more readily removed by the secretions, espe- 
cially by the urine, and is therefore less apt to produce 
salivation. On this account it is not so appucable in iritis, 
and diseases of a highly inflammatory character, but is 
more adapted to chronic than acute diseases. Tnis, like 
other preparations of mercury, excites tie functions of the 
liver, and largely iitcreases the pancreatic secretion ; and it 
is probably owin^ to these actions that, in many instances, 
it improves the digestion. 

AaminUtratkm. — When given internally, it should be 
used in solution, as it is less likely to irritate the stomach 
and throat than if given in substance or pilL The dose is 
from one-8ixt«enth to one-eighth of a grain, two or three 
times a day, and may be given in combination with hydro- 
chlorate of ammonia, as in the Liquor Sydrargyri Si- 
chloridi, or in solution in water. It is frequently given in 
combination witli the compound tincture of cinchona, and 
this, as a general rule, forms one of its best adjuvants. It 
is also administered, by some persons, with syrup and infu- 
sion of sarsaparilla, and I generally use it in combination 
with cold inrusion of Colombo, or gentian; with these latter 
it seldom irritates the stomach, and is tolerated for a longer 
time. In larger doses, or by too long continued use of 
these small doses, it gives rise to an irritable and unea.sy 
condition of the stomach and bowels, with griping pains, 
nausea, painful purging, and disordered digestion. Some 
few years ago 1 saw a well marked case of this chronio 
poisoning: — A youn^ gentleman had been given, by a 
Hahnemannio practitioner, & quantity of this corro«v« 
chloride of mercury, which he had taken every four hours, 
for eleven days. When I saw him, moderate salivation 
had commeoced ; he was much weakened, and his diges- 
tion much disordered ; he had griping pains in the abdo- 
men, a painfiil and scanty diarrhcea, accompanied by a 
burning heat in the rectum ; a dry and troublesome cough ; 
nausea, giddiness, gastro-enteritic irritation, and a small 
secretion of urine, which occasioned great pain in passing. 
With opium and other remedies he was soon rehefed of 
urgent symptoms. By testing the medidne that was left, 
I found that be had (i^en about one-aizlb of a grain every 
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four hoars, for eleTcn days. When tre&tJDg on Calomel, I 
referred to the antidotal effectn of chlorate of potash and 
iodide of potMsium in conlrolUiig, acd to a great extent 
preventing salivstioD; and that mercurials may be admi- 
DJBtered for a length of time without very visible ei^ns of 
BalivatioD, if chlorate of potAsh is also used in proper aoeea, 
three or four times a day. We then disciused tLe modus 
operandi of these medicinefl whea administered simvd- 
taneooaly. 



#rijliiai Communitaliflns. 

THE UECHANISM AND TItEATMENT OP 
LABORS WITH FACE PRESENTATIONS, 



Br JOSEPH MARTIN, U.D. 



I WISH to place the result of my observations and experience 
in relation to this description fsi labor more fully before the 
profession. For if it be the duty of obstetric practitioners 
to adopt those methods of mauagieg labors which will pre- 
serve the livee of the greatest Duml»r of parturient women 
and their infants, the subject deserves serious consideration, 
partJcularly as the object of the paper is to show that those 
children, who, in face presentetions, will inevitably be lost, 
if the labors be letl to nature, may be saved by a very am- 
ple opention. It is not denied Uiat the accumulated evi- 
dence of the most learned and experienced accouchetirs, 
from the time of Portal to the present day, shows that a 
labor, with the face presenting, can be brought to a elose 
by the unaided efforts of nature ; nor that the statements 
made by these writers also show that labors of that descrip- 
tion, which have occurred in large numbers in the hospitals 
over which they had supervision, have terminated witu but 
a limited mortality to infanta. Still it must be Bdmitt«d 
that from fiiteen to eighteen per cent, of the children, in 
Boch cases, are atJU-bom. For Mad. Lachapeliej whose 
opinion has had so much weight in excluding from t^e 
OTactice of midwifery what is called "rash interference in 
ace presentations," stated, that out of the serenty-two cases 
that occurred under her superintendence at the Maternity 
Hospital in Paris, only forty-two were saved. And non- 
interference has also been recommended by other writers 
on midwifery who have experienced similar results. The 
inference is, that the opinion has prevailed, and is still 
entertained, that no mode of practice has been or can be 
devised by which a greater number of in&nta may be saved 
in such l^>ors, than when they are left to nature. And, as 
version and the use of the forceps are out of the question, 
the only point to be decided is, whether or not a face can 
be converted into a vertex presentaUoa ; which can be 
determined in no other way than by ascertaining the true 
mechanism of such labors. 

In giving the opinion advanced in the essay in relation 
to this, the most important part of the subject, I am well 
»ware of the immense weight of authority against me. But 
the fundamental laws which control the mechanism of 
labors with cranial presentations, in all their modifications, 
as well as in the phyuological process, are as immutable 
and as unerring in their results as the law of attraction. 
And, while it is true that no accoucheur can adapt these 
laws to his theories, it is equally true that no amount of 
learned opinions and elaborate descriptions, not based upon 
the principles of mechanics, can define the true mechanism 
of a labor. And all the writer asks is a careful investiga- 
tion of the subject, in the only legitimate way in which 
noh disputed points oan be decided, that ia by observations 






the bed-side, and by giving a fair trial to the prao- 
uix recommended. 

Labors with malpositions of the fecial head, which ter- 
minate in face presentations, although of rare occurrence, 
have received more or less attention from all systtimatio 
writers on midwifery. But a careful perusal of the works 
of these authors will disclose a great discrepancy of opinion 
in relation to the causes of the abnormal positions, and the 
mechanism and treatment of such labors. The older wri- 
ters differed in opinion as to the manner in which presenta- 
tions of the face originate, but recommended the beat 
metiiods then known for correcting tlie malpositions, and 
hastening delivery ; while modem accouelieurs, without 
agreeing as lo the causes and mechanism of these labor^ 
object t« interference, and repudiate oil attempts to change 
a face to a vertex presentation. 

Having had some experience in lat>orH with presentatiotja 
of the face, I have thought it desirable to direct the atten- 
tion of the profession to the subject by giving the results of 
careful investigations, and a few observations made at the 
bedside. But before stating what I conader the cause and 
the true mechanism of such labors, upon which their proper 
treatment depends, I will give briefly the views of some 
acknowledged authorities on the subject; confining myself 
for the present, to that description of face presentation 
which terminates witii the chin under the arch of the pubes. 

Doctors F. Churchill, Simpson, and Tvler Smith consider 
malpositions of the fcetal head, those with face presentations 
particularly, to be caused by premature labor, by the death 
of the foetus in utero, by the application of unusual excito- 
motor stimuli to the ftctus and uterus, and by causes 
mechanically displacing the whole foetns, or the presenting 
part, at the beginning of labor. The mechanical cauaea 
only demand our attention ; because we can have nothing 
to do with the two first causes mentioned, and Dr. Duncan 
has shown that the action of exci to-motor stimuli upon tba 
foetus is exceedingly obscure and donbtfuL 

All modem wnt«r« on midwifery have represented, by 
descriptions and wood-cuts, the uterine tumor, at tiie 
beginning of such labors, nearly vertical, with the chin fully 
extended, and the occiput flexed upon the cervical vert«- 
brs. But it is difficult to conceive how any mechanical 
action can throw back the fcetal head into that position, 
while the child is floating in the liqnor-amnii, and retain it 
there until the uterine contractions force the face directly 
into the superior strait Yet Cazeaui, who admits that 
uterine obUquity may cause a face presentation, contends 
that — " The fece does present itself at the superior strait, at 
the beginning of such labors." And he quotes Mad, Lacna- 
pelle, who states that she made autopsies of the bodies of 
two women, at the end of pregnancy, and found the infants 
presenting by tiie (ace. But I may here remarlc, that 
neither he nor Mad. Lachapelle gives any account of the 
portions of the bodies of the infants in those casea. Caxeauz 
also states that, among the eightv-five presentations of the 
&ce, given by tiie authors of the French Dictionary of Medi- 
cine, only tlu^e bad any decided obliquity. From these 
&cts, and, as he say^ from many others, be concludes that 
a great majority of &ce presentations are not caused by 
any inclination of the uterus, but that they are primitive in 
their origin ; and that their causes have escaped our notice. 
This was the opinion of Dubois also, who carried hia theorj 
of the primitive origin of face presentations to a fimciful 
extent. Cbailly states that obliquity of the uterus is 
regarded by most accoucheurs as the principal cause of such 
presentations. Tet in his work on midwifery there are 
wood-cuts, similiur to Cazeaux'^ representing the fcatal face 
turned downwards at the superior strait, with the chin flilly 
extended, while the body of the fcetns is verticaL Denman 
and Tyler Smith, without giving any cause for such mat 

Eitions, have copied the wood-cuts of previous writers. 
F. H. Bamsbotham says, " According to the majority of 
writers, uterine obliquity is the cause ofthe secondary uoa 
preaeiitations. alter a brow presentation ;" hut hia iUiuti»> 
tions (how the fixtus in tne poMtion tepres cnt ed is tlia 
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text-booki generallj. A gluice at the different views of 
these writera will show that the causes of foce preaenta- 
tioiiB we not yet deBaitelj determined upon by ihe pro- 
feanon. 

With regard to&tmetlKmiMmo/tahori, with faa prtienta- 
tioiu, it is plain that from the time of Itaudelocque, nearly 
one hundred years ago, an opinion has prevailed that, ill 
such cases, the ftetal head enters tlie superior strait by the 
mento-froDtal diameter, with the chin fully extended front 
the beginning to the end of the labor. As to the position 
of the head in such labors, at the beginning, Cazeaux, 
Dubois, Mad. Lachapclle, and Nadgele agree that tliere are 
but two — tliat is, that the chin is either at the right or leil 
extremity of the transverse pelvic diameter. £audclocque 
gives four positioDS wilh the mento-frontal diameter in 
relation with one of the oblique diameters of the pelvis; 
and this opinion ia adopted by modem writers on mid- 
wifetj. 

I wi]l now give briefly Cazeaux's description of a labor 
with a face presentation, because it is easily understood, 
and embodies the views of most writers of the present day. 
He divides the labor into five periods^ that is — forcible 
extension— descent— rotation — fiexion — and exterior rota- 
tion. In describing the fintt period, he supposes the head 
to be moderately extended, and that tbe extension is com- 
pleted by the first uterine efforts, after the discharge of the 
watera This preparatory step, he says, brines the diameter 
of the head in relation with tliose of the pelviB, the fronto- 
meotal with the transverse. During the second stage, that 
tf doacent, the head, completely extended, engages in the 
cavity of the uterus, and descends as far as the length of 
the neck will permit The tliird stage, that of rotation, 
then commences ; that is, the chin turns towards the pubic 
arch, and the occiput sinks into the cavity of the eacruro. 
During flexion, his fourth stage, the head is acted upon as 
a lever of the third kind, and the occiput, as it is forced 
over the perineum, describes the arc of a circle around the 
pre-traChelian nart of the neck as a centre. The external 
rotation ia Bimilar to that of the head in vertex presenta- 
tions, except that tbe still extended chin, instewl of tbe 
ocdput, merges from under the arch of the pubes. 

With regard to the treatment of labor* wtih fact preaenia- 
(Min(| recommended by the authorities of the present day, 
non-interference is the rule of practice ; and tbe only excep- 
tion is when the head is lai^e, and the pelvis smedl, when 
the forceps is to be used. We will, however, glwice st the 
methods of managing such labors adopted by the older 
practitioners of midwifery, and give tiie views of some 
modem writers. 

Wandell, in 1674, mentions his having turned the head 
in labors with presentations of the face. And Blundell, in 
1761, speaks of rectijying malpositions of the fcetal head by 
externa and internal manipulations. But version seems to 
have been one of the first means generally employed by 
the obstetricians to meet these difficulties, Mesnard, in 
1763, was among the first to recommend thia mode of 
treatmenL But it was seldom resorted to alter the vectis 
came into use: and has been abandoned since Tyler Smith 
showed that tne chances of death to the child are double 
what they are when the labors are led to nature. 

The vectis, soon after it was made known, waa very 
mudi used to bring down the occiput in face presentations ; 
notonly while the head was at the superior strait, but after it 
had entered the pelvic cavity. But the tide of professional 
opinion set agunst its employment, in such cases, when 
Mad. Lachepelle pronouncecf labors with iace presentations 
natural labors. She adopted tbe views of Portal, who, 
upwards of one hundred years before, announced the fact 
that such labors are susceptible ot spontaneous termination ; 
and advanced the opinion that they are favorable to mother 
and child. NaegeM and Moreau agree wilh her: but 
Ghailly repudiates the idea, because, as he says, such tabors 
frequently compromise the life of the infant. Daventier, 
Sodenier, and others, also rejected the views of Mad. 
]Uohap«lla. Gardien, Maygner, and otLari, asMnted to th« 



doctrine, but adopted means to prevent and correct the 
malpo^tions. Denman condemned interference, but used 
the forceps when the head was large and the pelvia smaU. 
Dewees «vorH the methods for correction recommended by 
Baudelocque ; but his advice in general is, to leave sucn 
labors to nature. Csuaux adopts the generally received 
opinion, that there ought to be no interference, and <ienie> 
the correctness of the assertion made by Quillamot, that — 
" A labor with a face presentation can be converted into 
one with a vertex presentation ;" because, he says, the long 
diameters would interfere. 

Dr. F. A. Bamsbotham advises, if the labor be advanced, 
to turn the face into the hoUow of the sacrum, by means of 
the hand. This mode of practice, in sucb cases, has been 
resorted to by British practitioners to a greater or less 
extent; the occiput being brought down by the fingers as 
a part of the operation. Smelhe, in his second volume, 
London edition 1754, records several labors of this deserip- 
tion, in most of which he used his forceps. But, at page 
280, he describes a case in which he introduced his hand, 
and changed a face to a vertex presentation by grasping 
the vertex with his Bngers and thumb, and bringing it down. 

But Baudelocque carried the practice of making theM 
corrections to a greater extent than any known writer. He 
drew down the occiput with his hand, or one blade of tbe 
forceps, in such labors, whenever he could accomplish it; 
and says — " Experience authorizes me to say that it can be 
done without much trouble when the head is movable, at 
the entrance of the pelvis, or capable of being moved back 
to it" And on pages 525 and 526, Dewees's edition^ he 
gives minute directions for the performance of the operaboo. 
He tells us, in operating with the hand, to introduce it 
posterioriy on the left or right, according to the position, 
until we can bend tbe fingers over the occiput to nring it 
down. In using one blade of ttie forceps he directs us to 
pass it up in the same manner until its extremity embraces 
the concavity of tbe occiput These methods of managiag 
such labors were adopted for a while by a few aocoucheuta. 
But Naegele condemned the treatment; and from that 
period the practice of non-interference, which now pre- 
vuls, may be dated. 

The objections to Baudelocque's practice in labors with 
face presentations, as given by Tyler Smith, are four. Tbe 
first is, that " ll;e chin, in such cases, is at first turned back- 
wards, and afterwartis turned forward under the arch." - 
But I wiU J 
difference, e 

to before the chin passes under the pubes. In the second 
place, it is contended that " great pain is caused to the 
mother, and there is danger of exciting inflammation in the 
maternal parts, by the introduction of tbe whole band into 
the uterus at the beginning of l^ior." But Baudelocque 
does not recommend an introduction of the hand at tbe 
beginning of such labors, and before the <» is well open ; 
and a reference to his method of managing cases that 
require the use of the whole band will show that no such 
results can attend the operation, when performed at the 
time, and in the manner he recommends. As to the third 
objection, that is, that " there is dangffi' of a descent of the 
funis during tlie operation ;" a glance at the text will show 
that such a difficulty cannot occur if his directions be fol- 
lowed. Tyler Smith, in reference to the fourth and last 
objection to bringing down the vertex in face presentations, 
remarks — " If the least analogy existed between a labor 
when the vertex presents spontaneously, and one in which 
it has been dragged down, it would be proper lo resort to 
Baudelocque's method." But in what particiUara tbe arti< 
ficial presentation diBers from the natural he has not 
tbonght proper to inform us. Beades, thia objection to 
Baudelocques practice loses all its force when we are 
reminded that Tyler Smith, in his lectures on the manage- 
ment of natural labors, advises the drawing down of the 
^iput with the hand or vectis whenever the fontanelles 
are uiund to be on the same leveL 
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nble galacUffogue has beeo felt, I pre- 
II the profession, at one Ume or another. 



LEAVES OF THE RICINUS COMMUNIS, AS A 

GALAGTAGOGUE. 

Bt WILLIAM aiLFILLAK, MJ>. 

■inanv to thi loim m-uni ooluai aMFiiiL, 

Tac want of a reliabli 
Bume, by every 

In belladonna we poBseas almost a' certain remedj xo 
check the lacteal secretion when such a course is indicated. 
But when the secretion is deficient, or entirely absent, and 
the patient is anxioua to nurse her own infant, have we a 
remedj that will increase the secretion, or compel the 
mammarr glands to perform their EunctioQ when they 
would otherwise remain inactive ? 

The ordinary remedies, such as elimulating frictions, hot 
fomentationiL application of the child, or the pump, to the 
breast, etc., frequently succeed. Yet there are cases which 
are quite uninfluenced by these means. For such cases I 
would recommend the leaves of the castor-oil plant. My 
ejroerience of this remedy is limited to one case ; but the 
e^t was marked and unmigtakahle. I have delayed 
publishing it, hoping I would meet a similar one, and thus 
ofler stronger evidence of ita power ; but I now think it 
better to record my limited experience, that others may be 
induced to try it. 

In July, I860, I attended Mrs. H , a primipara, at 

fall t«nn. The labor was eaay and natural, and the child 
vigorous and active. The mother was tall, well formed, 
and not atuemic The breasts were very small ; not larger 
than those of a virgin, although the areola was dark. The 
child was appUed to tlie breast the second day, and friction 
used. The hreasl-pump, frictions, and fomentations were 
assiduously employed for seven days, but there was no en- 
largement of the breastSj or hardening of Iheir texture. A 
few drops of watery milk were observed on the eighth 
day; but afterwards even this disappeared, and on the 
twelfth day ali efforts were abandoned, and the child was 
fed. It died a month afterwards of diarrhcea. 

The lady asun became pregnant, and she had great ut- 
prehensions tost she would not be able to nurse Uiis child 
also, and that it would die, or she must submit to the do- 
mestic tyranny of a wrf-M«rM. At fiill period of gestation, 
July 3d, 1861, she was delivered of a fine bo^. The breasts 
were as small as a ru-gin's, and rather flaccid. As in her 
previous confinement, frictions, fomentations, etc, were 
assiduously appLedj but to no purpose. July 7.— The 
breasts remained m tiatu gtio no febrile excitement It 
wot now evident the brtiat) teotUd not KcreU miUc <u a nofu- 
rai fuiKiion, nor by Vie tUmulat of any of tixe meant hereto~ 
fim employed. I recalled to mind a letter in a number of 
the "Mkdical Timis" for April, 1861, from Mr. Cushman, 
Druggist, 941 Broadwf^, inviting the profession to test the 
efficacy of the leaves Of the Ricinus Communis as a galacta- 

n[ue, and placing his preparations of it at their disposal, 
eterinined to try it, as on this occasion, and the previous 
accouchement in I860, I had exhausted all the means I 
knew without success. Through the kindness of Mr. Cush- 
man I received a supply of the fiuid extract (atcoholic) of 
the leaves, and also some of the dried leaves. I pulverized 
the leaves coarsely, 'and poured boiling water on them so as 
to make a poultice, whitm was applied to each breast. Aa 
the dose of the extract was uncertain, I ordered a teaspoon- 
ful diree times a d^, and gave a good dose at once. 

July 9. — When I called Sirs. H was quite delighted, 

M she had a moderate Sow of milk. About two hours 
. after the poultice was applied and the first dose taken, she 
experienced a strange sensation in the breasts, and this in- 
creased aft«r each dose of the medicine. Although the 
milk came pretty freely, the breasts were still small The 
poultice was not renewed, as I had used the supply of 
leaves; but the extract was taken in the same dose for two 
days more. The second dav of taking the extract, the se- 
cretion became quite abunaaat; the breasts began to en- 
la^, and continued to do so for two weeks. The chHd 
has thriven remarkably well, withont any other nourish- 



ment The extract had no purgaiive or otlier uipreciable 
effect that I could observe. There was no acceteration ot 

the pulse. 

Tuia case may not be as convincing to others as it was to 
me ; but I think the evidence is such, that they shouM give 
it a tjia] in a suitable case, more especially as it is insocu- 
ous. The prooft of the efficacy of the leaves of Jlkunus 
Communis aa a gelactagogue in this case are three in num- 

Istln two accouchements of a healthy, vigoroifa WMnan, 
the breasts did not secrete. In the first, frictions tad fo- 
mentations, etc. etc, were faithfully used for ten days, but 
no secretion took place. In the second, these means #ere 
used till the end of the fourth, or nthor, the beginning ol 
the fifth day, without the least sign of improvement. An- 
other remedy, untried in the former inatinee, was now 
given, and next day the secretion commenced. Thn is 
"post hoc;" perhaps a larger experience is required to 
enable one to aCflrm, that it is " propter hoc." 2d. Up to 
the time this remedy was givei^ the mammary gtands were 
small and ill developed ; but after its use they gradually 
increased 3d. The secretion of milk wA unattended t^ 
acceleration of the pulse, or febrile symptoms, which are 
generally present when milk is first secreted after delivery. 

The Negroes of the West Indies place great faith in the 
castor-oil leaves aa a galactagogue. and frequently use them 
for this purpose, applying the fmh leaves, bruised. 

A NEW EXTENSION SPLINT 

FOR THE TBEATMCHT or MORBUS OOXIRIUS. 

Br JOSEPH R T:EDDER, M.D., 

Tde appliances of surgery are so numeroia that one must 
needs oesiUteiu presenting a new instrument to the notioeof 
the profession. That figured in the adjoining out (Fig. I) 
commendsitself for ^mplicity, hghtness, 
and moderate cost It consists of a strip 
of black wainid^ maple, or cherry woo(l 
one and a half inches in width ana 
three-eighths of an inch in thickness, ex- 
tending from the crest of ,the ilium to 
the malleolus extemus, perforated at 
the upper extremity for the passage of 
a cord attached to the perineal band. 
At a point midway between the knee 
and the ankle, on the external surface 
of the splint, is placed a brass pulley, 
one Inch in diameter, and one-fourth of 
an inch in thickness, revolving on a 
pivot with a stjuare head, to which is 
adapted an ordinary clock key. This 
pulley is secured to the spUnt by means 
of a box of the same material ; its outer 
edge is smooth, while its inner edge is 
ratcheted. A catch and spring, as seen 
in the engraving, are placed contigu- 
ously to fix the pulley at any desired 
point By means of a perforation 
through the outer surface of the pulley, 
one end of a catgut cord — D, violin — 
is attached, while the outer end plays 
over the groove and through the spUnt, 
over a small roller, [dsced near its lower 
extremity, Eetentive straps are secured 
to the splint by means of wire loops 
placed uong ita edges, at points indi- 
cated in the engraving. In certain 
cases, it will be found necessary to curve, 
or bend by means of steam, the femo- < 
ral portion of the wood to the outline 
of tbo limb, to prevent pressure when 
extension is made. 
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Before applpog the apparatus, a wide strip of adhesive 

piaster, extendiog from the IrochBnter to a point one-third 

the distsnce below the knee, and 

secured bj cross strips, is placed 

on the outer aspect of the limb ; 

a loop of tape la secured to the 

lower end of tlie plaster, and a 

baodage ia rollea around the 

whole ]eg. The perineal strap 

ia now adjusted, and aecnred hj 

a cord U> the upper extremity of 

the splint (Pi^. 2), the lower 

S catgut Btrinc ia lied to the 

J loop referred to and tlie whole 

^splint is held in position h; the 

retentive Btrapi, Extension to 

any degree is now effected by 

means of the pulW. 

At lie point of contact with 
the spring, the cateh has a recess 
or notch in order that it may be 
held from the ratchet when ex- 
tension is relaxed. The reten- 
tive bands may be conveoiently 
made from the tape ordinarily 
used for boot straps, and a strip 
of leather may be placed between 
the buckle and tape to prevent 
abrasion. 

The knee-cap should be made 
from firm linen covered with 
chamois, buckskin, or other soft 
material. When canton flannel 
adhesive plaster cannot be pro- 
cured, it will be receBfary, for 
greater security, to double the 
ordinary plaster. In the hospi- 
tals of New York, the perineal 
vmrtMrsoa. band is usually made by passing 

Pj^ J a Btronjf tape of the required 

length, provided with eyelets at 
the ends, through a shorter piece of india rubber tubing 
about thiee-fourths of an inch in diameter. If, before the 
ends of Ibe rubber are secured, 
a slight excess of the tape is 
inclosed in the tube, limited 
extension of the perineal band 
may be gained. Upon remov- 
al of the apparatus at night, 
extension of the limb ia main- 
tained by means of a weight 
at the end of cord traversing a 
pulley, fixed at the foot of the 
bed and attached to the loop at 
the extremity of tlie adhesive 

It will be observed by those 
familiar with the recent litera- 
ture of morbus coxariua, that 
the apparatus thus miDutely 
described, is original only in the 
^mplicity of its mechBnii;al coa- 
trivwce (Fig. 3). The pro- 
fession, with marked unanimity, 
have pronounced in favor of the 
walking extension mode of 
treatment. Although the appa- 
ratus in general use accom- 
plishes the proposed end, it 
was deemed desirable to con- 
struct a simple yet effective 
j,^ ^ appliance, in order that this 

advanced- system of cure might 
1>e extended to that class of patients among whom the dis- 
«M« 00 &«qaeDtly ocoun ; a class who have b«en hsidly 



able to purchase the apparatus, much less to remunerate 
the phyiucian. To practitioners residing remotely from the 
^reat cities, no inconsiderable point in favor of the splint 
IS, that it may be made by a gunsmith, locksmith, clock- 
maker, or any mechanic familiar with the use of tools.* 



•gt^axis of fosfitals. 

NEW YORK EYE INFIRMARY. 

DB. NOTES, ASSISTANT SUBQBON. 
SDFFLEHENTART OPEBATIOM tVH IHTROPnni. 

A. B., leL 24, native of Ireland ; in lie month of March, 
1861, had the border of the upper and of the lower eyelids, 
including the ciliic, removed for entropium of long stand- 
ing. The rubbing of the lashes had caused deep opacity 
and vascularity of the cornea The removal of them alle- 
viated the condition of the eye, but did not remove all the 
irritation. In October last Is&w her a^n, and although 
no ciliss rcmuned, I found the cornea still opaque, and lie 
eye ^ving her a good deal of pain. I noticed that the 
fibro-cartilage of the upper lid was much deformed by 
chronic inflammation — Uiat it was unusually convex, short- 
ened, and its border incurvated to a slight degree, so as to 
cause the edge to rub upon the cornea ia every act of wink- 
ing, I noticed as llic further consequence of the distortion 
of the cartilage, that the length of the palpebral opening 
was shortened. 

I coni;Iuded that the irritition of the eye was kept up 
by the unnatural pre^ure of tie tarsal border upon lie 
cornea, 1 therefore did the following operation ; 

Having etherised the patient, I extended the Assure of 
the eyelids by an incision from the external commissure half 
an inch long, passing directly outwards, cutting through boti 
skin and conjunctiva. AficT tie bleeding ceased, I stitcied 
the cut edge of the conjunctiva to the cut edge of tlie skin 
by one suture above and another below. The cut edges of the 
conjunctiva were not more than a quarter of an inch long, 
ni;d tlie rest of the wound of the skin I united by another 
suture. By this proceeding, I lengtiened the palpebrd 
fifsure and hoped to keep it so permanently by having 
united the conjunctiva to tie skin as far as the former 
would allow. In this I succeeded, the edges united partly 
by granulations, and iJie opening of the eyelids was en- 
larged about two lines. This sufficed to relax the pressure 
of the border of the upper lid upon the cornea, and the 
irritation of the eye subsided. Now^ there is very little 
vascularity of the cornea, and its opacity is diminishing. 

This operation has been done sevenu limes at the In- 
firmary, and the plan of it as I hsve described, is to be 
found in Arlt's Treatise on Diseases of the Eye—" Krank- 
heiten des Auges, Prague, 1858." 



I report the following case on account of an nnusual acci- 
dent during the operation, and as showing the value of 
continued closure of the eye with plaster after extraction : 

Prince Davis, tet 62, colored. In good health, except a 
milil bronchitis causing him to cough and expectorate 
moderately. In the right eye cataract was complete, in 
the left eye not so far advanced. Perception of ight in 
the right eye perfectly ROod. The arcus senilis surrounds 
all of both comets. Tie eyeballs stand out very promi- 
nently, projecting beyond the supra-orbital ridge. Has 
never had muaae volitantes. The surface of the ripe cata- 
ract has a ghstening, satiny look, no stris to be seen. 
Pupils contract promptly when exposed to light 

Operation. — Patient undressed, and in the bed where he 
wss 1o remain. The eyelids kept open by Dr. Bumstead, 
who lifted up the upper lid by a fold of the skm so as to 

* Ths ipllot mtj bcobulnedor Ur. A.L.B<TaD>MFIiuUii&Maflbi 
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ruse it off of the eyebalL I took this precaudoa becMue 
there was great spaam of the lids, and the orbicular muscle 
was UDUSuallj vuioroua. The aecdoD waa made through 
the upper part of the cornea by a B&all Beers knife, the 
eyeball being &xed with forceps until the point of the knife 
pierced the oppoute side of the comea ; the forceps were 
then let go. The eectioo was completed Blowly,4te eye- 
ball beingwell under commuid, notwithetandioK the spasm 
of the ocular muscles. Tha sectioD was perfectly aenu-cir- 
cular aod regular, but, the instant the knife waa free, the 
cataract jumped out of the eye aad fell upon the piUow ; a 
BisaU quantity of vitreous hamor eac<^>ed at the same mo- 
ment The spMtn of the eye being uncontrollable, I waa 
only able to partially expose the cornea, and could see that 
the pupil was filled with fluid or soft lens matter, and coQ' 
aequeutlv of a grayish hue. The eyelids of both eyes were 
then sealed together by strips of Husband's isinglass plaster, 
Iftjing an unusual number of strips upon the operated eye. 
The plaster, thus arranged, made uoiform pressure upon the 
eye, besides keepine the lida immovable. 

I explain the sudden eacape of the cataract in this way. 
The pupil had been dilated with atropine, and did not con- 
tract when the knife entered the eye. The cataract was 
found to be very small ; ia fact, it was only the nucleus 
which jumped out. The surface of tlie lens had become 
Hquified. coostituting the so-called UorKagnian cataract 
Under tne spasm of the ocular muscles, for liiere was no 

gessure of fingers on the globe, the nucleus was easily 
reed through the wide pupil, because only the capsule 
could offer any resistance. The iris usually so supports the 
lens that rupture of the csj«ule does not spontaneously 
occur : but in this case, the nucleus only being hard and the 
pupil large, the body to escape, and Uie aperture through 
which it must pass, being of nearly equal sue, the muscu- 
lar spaam easily forced out the nucleus when the corneal 
wound was complete. 

For four days the eye was left closed — there was slight 
pain in the forehead. On the fourth day, the lids were 
opened, the wound found united. The aqueous chamber 
seemed unusually distended, and the cicatrix of the wound 
a hide inclined to bulge out I feared prolapse of the iris, 
and therefore punctured the cornea, letting out the aqueous 
humor. Ordered unguentum hydrargyri to be rubbed into 
the forehead three times daily. Seventeen days after the 
operation, the eye could bear a moderate degree of hght, 
the vaacularitv had nearly disappeared. The pupil is drawn 
Upwards by the iris being engaged in the wound, but no 
prolapse of iris took place. The upper part of the pupil is 
dear, the lower part is obstructed by capsule and soft lens 
matter. Patient recM^nisee faces and counts fingers. 

The twenty-four hours following the operation, the 
patient spent In bed ; after that, he was allowed to sit up 
■nd move about the darkened room. He took an anodyne 
expectorant to quiet his cough — this ceased to be trouble- 
some after a few days. Havmg been used to drink spirits 
moderately, he was allowed an ounce of whiskey every 
night at bed-lime. I attribute the auoceaeful issue of the 
case, despite the loss of vitreous humor, the shock to the 
eye by the sudden escape of the lens, the leaving behind of 
the fluid portions of the lens, and the unavoidable engage- 
ment of the iris in the wound, to the great precautions of 
the after treatmenL The mode of dosing the lids secured 
a good adjustment of the flap and t^ipoaition t^ the edge* 
of the wound. This was the first condition uecessary to 
prompt healing and U> preventing prol^Mus iridis. Again, 
the patient, after beug k^t on his back &r twenty-four 
hours, ivss not wearied ana made reatJess by longer con- 
finement in this irksome posture. I apprehend that bietl- 
ing of the wound takes place in less than twenty-four 
hours, but it is not yet strong euo^^ to sustain the pres- 
sare of the contents of the eye. The support of the plas- 
ter for three days longer gives it time to acquire strength. 
Still further, the patient had a good constitution, and was 
assisted in the procete of repair by nourishing food and 
moderate stimulus. 



The treatment of patients after extraction has undergone 
important modifications within a few years. The vigorous 
antipUogistics have been dropped ; the danger is not excess 
of inflammatory action, but want of nutritive power for 
healing a large wound in a tissue of naturally low vitality. 
Most frequently, persons blind from cataract are feeble, not 
only from age, but from the inactivity to which their blind- 
ness has condemned them. It follows, therefore, that to 
heal a wound of the cornea, the^ demand all the aid of 
^ood food, tonics, and moderat« stimulus. Again, I think 
It prejudicial to insist upon long confinement in bed, 
because, for any healthy person to be thus placed is a seri- 
ous infliction. The supine posture immeaiately. and for 
twenty-four hours after the operation, favors quietness of 
the patient and good adaptation of the wound. 1 think 
little can be gained by the supine posture after forty-eieht 
hours, unless the patient be very restless and unmanagewla 
when allowed to fo about 

Surgeons in England and on the continent^ complain of 
the frequency of prolapsus iridis. In the Sje Infirmary 
and in the private practice of our surgeons it seldom hap- 
pens. Most foreign surgeons put a compress and bandage 
upon the eye ; most of tnem examine the eye twenty-four 
hours after the operation. I do not wonder that the soft 
tissue, uniting the wound, yields when it is exposed to the 

C'essure of the contents of the globe, and that the iris pro- 
pses. A celebrated Dutch surgeon who, I am informed, 
recommends examination of the eye six hours after the ex- 
traction, also recommends, if the iris bo prolapsing, to 
cut it off at once, and to do so as often as it continues to 
present itself^ I wonder that his cases ever esc^w tbia 
accident. 

The steady pressure of the plasters keepbg the lid 

r'nst the cornea, is the best security for good union of 
wound and against prolapse of the iris. " Husband's 
isinglass plaster, made in Philadelphia, if neatly apphed, 
will usually adhere without wrinkling for two or three days ; 
then the ends get loose or curl up. Fresh plaster can be 
laid on over the old strips, or tha old ones being soaked 
by warm water and carefully taken off, can be replaced br 
new ones without unglueing the lids. If there be mudi 
secretion flowing from the eye, it is necessary to renew th» 
plasters sooner. In ordinary cases, three strips, three- 
eighths of an inch wide, hold the lids sufficiently: two 
laid on in an Z shape, and a third put on horicontally just 
over the border of the lids. To judge of the progress of 
the case, it is sufBcient to examine the eyelids; the degree 
and character of the swelling, and the frontal pain, if there 
be any, are indices to the state of the eye. Moderate 
swelling and no supra-orbital pain, show tnat al! is well; 
while S the flap be sloughing, it is known b^ the great 
oedema of the lid and the dusl^ color of the skin ; if with 
moderate cedema there be moderate frontal p»m, an ano- 
dyne is safer than leeches ; while if the pain increase and 
become throbbing and very severe, two or three leecbea 
may be needed, but this is a very rare necewty. In short, 
the treatment of incised wounds in other parts of the body 
is proper also to the cornea, namely, accurate co-aptation, 
rest, and good nutritive power to be reinforced in tiie case 
of the comea by aQ possible »ds, on account of the 
naturally low vitality of^ito texture. 



Niw CtJEB or C^TAitAoi. — Professor Sperino hat diaoo- 
vered a new way to cure cataract: viz. by gradual evacua- 
tion of the aqueous humor. In consequence of thi^ he 
says, the lens gradually recovers ite transluoency. When 
the cure is not perfect, there is always amelioraticn. He 
is about to pubUsh his cases in the Qtomait cC OpAlAoImo- 
foyw. — Brit Mtd. Jour. 

UoHUMBiT to Sn HuMPBUT DxvT. — A monmtunt ia 
about to be erected to the memory of Sir Humphrey Davy 
at Peusaoee. It will consist of a granite column and baaa, 
surmounted with a statue of the great diemiat, hoUiug ft 
safety lanqi in hta hand. — Zamosf. 
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DB. A. C POST, PBE8U1ENT, IN THE CHAIK. 

OTSno HTOROKA. 

De. B, Erackowizeb presented a cyrtic hygroma, re- 
moved from a girl tLree jears of age. The child, wheD 
bora, had a tumor, the eize of a large walnut, under tho 
right armpit, which did not cause any inconvenience, but 
grew graduall;, until when aeeu October 21st, it had ac- 
quired the size of a hen's e^. It was situated on the 
place meotioned, filling the interstice between the pec- 
toralis major and Utissirous dorsi, reaching upwards iu the 
axilla. The skin covering it was normal. The tumor was 
■ofl, and ^ave to the feel very much the impression which 
we have in examining a soil llpom^ or a vascular, deep- 
seated growth. Its Burlace was slightly nodular. Pressure 
iai not diminish its size. By Riing and compressing it frum 
all sides, it becanie tense, elastic, and at seme points fluc- 
tuating. The diagno^s "hygroma cysUcum congenitum" 
was made, and the tumor was removed by operation Oct. 
22d. The knife was used at first, but its deeper adhesions 
reachiog underneath the scapulu and near the large vessels 
of Ihe axilla, were severed parJy by the finger, partly by 
the handle of the scalpel Just before this was accom- 

glished, a gush of seemingly venous blood inundated the 
eld of operation, but its flow stopped at once. It pro- 
ceeded from the bursting of the largest cyst, filled with a 
blood-colored liquid. 

The wound was closed with five points of the twisted 
suture. The reaction following was normal, and the 
wound was soon in a state of normal suppuration. The 
tumor was composed ofa multitude of cysis, varying in size 
ftom that of a pea t« that of a hazel-nut. One cyst, situated 
■t its base, the one which burst during the operation, when 
refilled, could bold easily half an ounce of water. The 
waUs of the cysts were thin, transparent, (heir contents 
portly cherry colored, partly amber colored liquid. The 
cystfl were held together by short connective tissues, giving 
to the whole mass a grape-like appearance. The structure 
of tiie cyst walls, as revealed by the microscope, consisted 
mainly of elastic tissue, and ila inside was lined with a 
layer of epithelial cells, of (he ^ze and look of those which 
we find usually lining the walls of the smaller glandular 
ducts ; for example, of the sudoriferous glands. 

This growth is of rather rare occurrence, mainly on the 
neck, the sacrum, and rarer still on the thorax. I am 
inclined to consider it of fatal origin. I think that the 
opinion of some pathologists, Uke Rokitanaky, that they are 
formed by serum accumulating in the meshes of the areolar 
tiesue, which, Uien becoming more compact, constitutes the 
cyst walls, is refilled by the interior of the cyst w^s being 
Imed with epithelium. I think lliey must be considered in 
their origin parallel with the dermoid cysts, which more 
recent investigations of Lebert, Heschel, etc. have made it 
Ter^ plausible, always originate during fcetal life by ' 

nation of part of the cutis "" - — >— ' '-- -■- ' — 

snhjacent tJamiea. 



is as a whole under its level it 



OSTEO-SAROOUA or StTPBRIOR 

Db, Ebackowiebr next presented the greater part of the 
right superior maxilia, removed for recurring osteo-sarco- 
ma. I laid before the Society, said he, at its last meeting 
in June, the alveolar process ftom the first bicuspid back- 
wards, of a young man sixteen yean of age, which I 
removed fbr oateo-sarcoma June I7th. The growth then 
had oommenoed. in the alveolus of the first molar tooth, 
vhich becoming patnfiil and loose, undoubtedly by the 
fbrmatjon of the tumor, had been drawn some montlis ago. 
Tlie otber teeth t£ the aSected portion of the alveolar pro* 
oesi were. loosely held in the morbid mass. I stated then, 
that Ihe growth had somevrttM enoroaohed on the ottvity of 



the antrum Highmori, not by perforating it, bat by posh- 
ing its mucous lining before it, ila osseous walls at that 

Kmt having been loat in the new formation. I present 
re the ^>ecimen ag£n for comparison with the one I pre- 
sent this evening. Although, at the first (^ration, all 
parts left behind seemed healthy, yet I Stated my misgiv- 
ings th(#the tumor would recur. The wound he«led very 
quickly. Where the antrum Highmori had been opened, 
a hole remained, giving to the voice a somewhat hollow 
sound. For a few weeks aller the operation, I did not see any 
anything more of the patient. He returned October 8li, 
stating that about «x weeks after everything had heated, a 
small tumor made its appearance at or near the artificnal 
opening of the antrum Highmori, which he did not mind, 
until, growing larger, it prevented mastication, by coming 
in contact with the molar teeth of the lower jaw. He 
had not felt any pain whatever, and was as well as usual 
When the patient opened his mouth, a tumor was seen 
covered with normal mucous membrane, occupving the 
right superior maxilla, reaching nearly to the mloale of the 
bard palate, posteriorly and laterally, occupying the whole 
extent of the bone. The anterior wall of the antrum was 
noi protruded through, nor was the orbit encroached upon. 
A small piece was taken from the tumor for microecopio 
examination, and it was found that it had i^tsined all its 
characteristics. Its base was constituted of amorphous 
connecbve tissue, with a great number of irregularly inter- 
spersed free nuclei, and very few very transparent oval 
cells, with one large, somewhat smoky, nucleus. 

The operation was performed October 17th. During Ihe 
intervenmg time, when I saw the patient again, and the 
day of the operation — nine days — the tumor nad enlarged 
not ioconsiderably towards the cavity of the mouth, pre- 
senting by superficial ulceration an aaliy surface, and emit- 
ting a very bad smelL An incision was carried from the 
angle of the mouth through the cheek, upwards and out- 
wards to tlie malar bone, the flaps diraected from their natu- 
ral adhesions, and turned to both sides. My original ptsa 
was to save, if poesible, the floor of Ihe orbit. A nolo 
was therefore drilled in the line of the «xis of the seoond 
incisive tooth, about three lines below the orbital margin, 
through which a narrow-bladed saw with a very strong 
back (Langenbeck'g) was introduced, and a cut was oarried 
outwards, parallel with the said margin and through the 
malar bone in the fossa temporalis. But it was soon clear 
that the growth filled the whole of the antrum, and came 
in very suspicious proximity and contact with its mucuua 
lining on all points. The total removal of the maxilla was 
now reserved upon. A second incision was carried through 
the soft parte, commencing near the inner angle of the 
evelidi, closely huffing the ala nasi, and terminating a lit- 
tle outside of the {nJpebrum labii superiorie. The flaps com- 
prised between the two cuts were dioKCted and turned 
upwards over tbeeve. The connexions of the maxilla were 
severed from the adjoining facial bonee, and a part of them 
were destroyed to very nearly the usual extent by means <^ 
strong cutting pliers. The insertion of the right side 
of the soft palate was next cut through. The tumor press- 
ing closely on the ramus tnaxillio inferioris, made it quite 
difficult to sever the last connexions of the mass with the 
processus pterigoideus, so that it could not be avoided to 
remove the anterior fibres of the external pterygoid mus- 
cle. A stTMig arterial hiomorrhage followed the removal 
from the fossa spheno'in axillaris of the whole mass, seem- 
ingly from the arteria maxillaria interna, hut it stood, after 
repeated attempts to apply a ligature to the vessel had 
faued, partly by pressure, partly by torson of Ihe artery, 
showing that either the arteria spheno-palatina or arteria 
in(ra-<H'bitaliB waa the source of the hiemorrtiage. The 
edges of the flaps were now broi^t in nice eontact by 
many points of the twisted suture. No hnmorrh^ fot- 
lowedj and only a very moderate reaction, as osnal in total 
resections of the jaw-bones. All the pins were removed 
on the fourth day. The union wu perfect, the cicatrix on 
all poinia linear. 
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The specimen here presented does not show well, in a 
florgicftl point of view, irom the attempt at the commence- 
ment of the operation to save the Qoor of the orbit. It 
will be seen that a boH mass has entirelj obliterated the 
OSBeons Btnicture of the body of the upper jaw-bone, sh far as 
its lateral and post«Kor part is concerned. It fills the 
antrum Hiehmori completely, and has established sdhe- 
aioaa with ue mucous lining oi iU upper and inner wall on 
several points. Its microscopic characters assign it a place 
in the dass of the soft sarcomatous ^owths, being closely 
allied to cancer. Because, while m its inferior parts it 
shows the structure already menlioned, specimens taken 
from the portion inclosed in the antrum are composed 
[ffincipaliy of cells, larger than those previously alluded to, 
with lai^, shining nuclei, the cells themselves in many 
instances renouncing their regularly oval shape, and becom- 
ing irregular, with one or more loocer or shorter processes. 
That nothing diseased has been left, there is no doubt 
whatever ; yet from the microscopic examination I do not 
augur a good remit, and am feuful of a recurrence of the 
new formation. 



|wjuss of "^tirnl ^tiratf. 

PBBPABED BT B. H. JABES, UJ>. 
PLACENTA POMVti.. 

Thb method of managing this unfbrtnnat« complioation o 
labor ia ably discussed in tfae QUugow Medieal Jotaiial for 
July, by Dr. Cuarles Clat, of Uanchester. As early as 

18M, Kinder Wood, Esq^ of the Manchester LyinR-in 
Ho^ital, with whom Dr. C. commenced his own nrofea- 
Monal career, had observed cases in which the placenta 
attached to the os uteri chanced to spontaneously eeparate, 
immediate cesaation of the hemorrhage followed, and the 
plocent* and child were both expelled by the unaided 
efforts of nature, the patients generally doing welL From 
these cases he inferred that by simply detaching the pla- 
centa from the os uteri by the forefinger, a large majority 
of caaes might be left to nature for completion with far 
less danger than usually attends version, which is always 
attended with a great amount of violence, to say nothing 
of the extensive luemorrba^e that usuallr characterizes 
these cases. Two strong points upon which the argument 
is founded, are, that in all cases immediately after the 
detadiment is effected, the hnmocrbage certainly ceases ; 
and tbal the detachment can be effected as soon as one 
finger can be admitted, and before any great prostration 
can have taken place, long before it would be possible to 
introduce the hand with a view of ver»on. Dr. C. has 
practised the same method for nearly forty years, with 
almost entire success. The statistical records derived from 
% number of souroes seem to leud great weight in favor of 
this practice. Where version and immediate delivery are 
effected in cases of placenta pnevia, the fatality is to the 
mother one in three, and to the child one in two cases. 
From those who have written in defence of detachnient, 
and then leaving the case to nature — Prof Simpson, Dr. 
Bodford, and Dr. Oay. find the fatality to be to the mother 
one m forty-four, and to the child one in five cases. In 
■11 cases of detachment, according to Prof. Simpson, the 
tuemorrhage ceased immediately, in nineteen out of twenty 
cases. Dr. Clay has never known it to fail, and the only 
two that have not recovered, occurred at so great a dis- 
tance, that lose of time and blood had produced a fatal 
prostration before the physician arrived to efiect the detach- 
ment The writer b inclined to believe ibe cases quite 
rare in which the placental adhesion lo the os is over Hm 
entire circumference ; and even where it has so adhered be 
baa always found a weak point somewhere wttlun the 
drele, trom which the detacoment should commence, and 
it effected without diEBculty. The plan of boring tfarough 



the placental mass with tbe fingers pointed to a cone, he 
denounces as barbarously rude and unnecessary. He abo 
condemns repeated examinations ; one, being enough to 
ascertain the &cts of the case, should be follow^ by prompt 
and energetic means to arrest the hEemorrhage by detacn- 
ment, and thus facilitate subsequent delivery by ttie efforts 
of nature. The grounds upon which he opposes the old 
plan of ver«on and immediate delivery, are the heavy rata 
of mortality under the most favorable dicumstances ; the 
probability of means having been previously employed to 
check the hemorrh^e, as rupturing the membranes or 

S'ving ergot, increasing both the difficulties and dangers of 
e operation ■ the violence done in attempting to turn, 
when the os is hut slightly dilated, and the danger on the 
other hand of waiting until the os is sufficiently dilated, by 
which time the prostration will be often so great that e' — 
the necessarr efforts of version will, in very many ins' 
hasten death. After a somewhat severe review oi an 
article published in the Journal for February, in which Dr. 
L. Roberta, of Manchester, reports three cases in which 
version was performed, three children sacrificed, and two 
women made very dow recoveries, he thus concludes : — 
" I have never witnessed any bad consequences from 
detaching tlie placenta; tliere is infinitely less violence 
donCj the danger is much reduced, liiture difficulties are of 
less importance, and the results &r more favorable; and 
with the accumulated facta of forty years, from individuals 
of the highest standing in the profession, we may safely 
hope never so far to retrograde as to adopt the old barbarous 
system of boring through the placenta, turning, and deliver- 
ing the child. But even if we should lie so fiir led astray 
as to accept this old barbarism, let us at least cecape th« 
opprobrium of attempting such practices in the eartiet 
stages of dilatation of the os uten, and knowiTigt!/ increaa- 
ing all the dangers attendant on such cases. To conclude, 
we must not lose sight also of the many coses who, though 
the^ may not die from the immediate effects of version and 
delivery, nevertbelees ultimately sink from the proetrotin^ 
effects of hemorrhage, months after their confinement 
notwithstanding which they were conudered as cures, and 
may have been recorded as such." 



The application of the linimentum aquie calda for the 

Purpose of preventing pitting in small-pox. is recommended 
H>id.) by Dr. Joseph Bell of Glasgow. He bos tried the 
various means used for this purpose^ and found them eaclk . 
more or less objeclionable, either m bein^ only partially 
successful, or attended with more or less pain and irritation, 
and being otherwise, in a greater or leas degree, repulsivo 
both to uie palienta and attendants. The various measures 
hitherto adopted ore — 1. The puncture of the vesicle and 
application d" the nitrate of «lver. recommended by Serree, 
Bretonneau, and Telpeau. 2. Tne sulphur ointment, re- 
commended by Midivaue. 3. The mercurial ointment and 
plaster, recommended by Oliffe and others. 4. The tinc- 
ture of iodine, by Dr. Crawford. 6. Collodion. 6. Glyce- 
rine. 7. Solution of nitrate of Mlver and collection in glyce- 
rine, all of which have been attended with some degree of 
success, though each is attended with some iuconveotenoe. 
The following are Dr. Bell's directions ; — " The linimentum 
squte calcis should be poured on a plate ; then masses of 
cotton wool, answering in size and shape to the parts to 
which the dressing is to be used, should be dipped in the 
liniment, and appUed in such a manner as to eomfdetdj 
cover the face and neck, leaving apertures for the eyee. 
nostrils, and mouth. The cotton should be doselv mattea 
together, so as to allow no crevice to exist, and a large 
handkerchief should be tied over oil, having holes cut in it 
BO as to correspond with the apertures over the eyes, nos- 
trils, and mouth. The dressing should be allowed to re- 
main until convalescence, and if it becomes accidentally 
detached at any part, it should be immediately renewed. 
The advantages claimed for this application, ore the effect- 
ual prevention of pitting, the preveati<Ht of sweDing of the 
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fiuw, and mitigation of the febrile ajraptonu. The uae of 
the cotton wool secures, IsC, the excliuioii of sir ; 2d, the 
moderation of the local irritation ; 3d, the keeping of tJie 
parts in a permanenttj moist state, so as to prevent the 
drying and hardening of the scabs. As the exclusion of 
air and light will completely prevent pittjag in variola, the 
application here recommended seems well calculated not 
onlj to secure tliese conditions, but it alao maintains a per- 
manently moist state of the parts, removing local irritation : 
causes neither p^n nor uneasiness to the patient, is attended 
with no risk, and appears preferable to other methods. 
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SANITARY LEGISLATION. 
Kiw Tore presents to the world the singular spectacle of 
a great city, aspiring to supremacy in population, wealth, 
■nd intelligence, yet regarding with indifference those 
blighting influences which delay her progress, and tend 
powerfully to thwart her ambiljon. The annual devasta- 
tion of he,r people by loathsome diseases which she can 
easily prevent, the disgust which her filthy streets create in 
•very Tisitcr, and her fearful system of packing the laboring 
dassei in unventilated tenement houses, give her no alarm. 
Heedless of her own happiness, of the good opinion of men, 
and of the feariiil evils which afflict her population, she 
rushes madly towards the f^al which she is destined to win 
only at the hazard of every interest of justice and huma- 
nity. 

It seems incredible that an intelligent and Chrisdan dty 
could witness the annual decimation of its people by pre- 
Tentable diseases without putting forth every honorable 
exertion to i^ply the remedy. Yet audi, io its ^lunicipal 
capacity, is the conduct of New York. In 1660, by careful 
. computation, this city lost 10,496 of its inhabitants by dis- 
eases that either do not exist in the moat salubrious dis- 
tdcls, or exist only in a modified and not fatal form. The 
hearts of the people are wrung with ai^(uiBh when a scorv 
or two of tires are sacrificed on an ill-conceived battle-field ; 
the commanding officer is suspended from command ; a 
military commission inquires into the minute details of his 
plans, and if it proves him incompetent he is dismissed 
&om service. ButNew York, calmly indifierent, witnesses 
tite annunl slaughter of miisre of her dtizens than oocurs in 
ft hundred destructive battles J no official is hurled with 
popular indignation from power; no searching inquiry is 
made for the causes of this costly eacrifice to official incom- 
petency and neglect ; but quietly the new year succeeds 
the old, and begins ita chronicles of the same waste of 
human life. Scarlatina, small-pox, marasmus, and their 
congeners, are to-day consuming, like a devouring element^ 
the homes of the laboring classes, without so much as an 
oflficirf inquiry as to the possibility of mitigating their rava- 
ges. . In savage end inexorable blindness the autocrat of 
epidemic and pestilential diseases uts on his throne of 
human skulls at the City-Hall, and records with grim 
delight the weekly returns of his all-conquering agencies. 
It has been well said by one whose devotion to the fini- 



tary condition of New York has rendered him practically 

familiar with the subject* : 

" One of the most surprising phenomena in the political 
economy of this state and city, is the indifference of the 
people to their own deaUi records. They either refiise to 
listen to, or, if they hear, they heed not,- the facts concern- 
ing the dealings of death among themselves. There is no 
denial that the mortality of this city is much greater than 
that of many others of far inferior advant^es for salubrity 
and longevity, and yet the trump of the archangel sounds 
in their ears in vain. Their well-cushioned officials drain 
them of their fot salaries, but do literally nothing in return 
to rtuse the standard of health, or check the march of pes- 
tilence. Their legislators listen year afler year to the 
appeals in behalf of the thousands of dving infanta, and 
when apparently moved to comply with the ui^nt cry for 
relief from the tnreatenings of disease and death, the demon 
of bribery drops a golden curtain between them and the 
pictures of desolate misery which have so moved them, and 
suddenly all assumes a rose color, and thenceforth, while 
their pockets are filled with sinful wealth, the cemeteries of 
the metropolis become populated in an increased ratio." 

It is a well demonstrated fact that all the evils which 
now afflict the city poor are readily susceptible of removal 
or mitigation, and at far less expense than the city now 
incurs in sustaining the 138 cormorants who latten at the 
City Inspector's stalL We heartily concur in the folMwing 
statement of Dr. Grisooh*: — "The history of Sanitary sci- 
ence, the practical results of the application of Sanitary 
measures in nnmerous places, and under every variety of 
oircumstaEce, and the opinions of many of the soundest and 
most experienced practilioners of medicine and hygiene, the 
world over, all concur in proving that govemmenia, in this 
particular, hold the hves of their subjects in their hands. It 
were easy to fatigue you with the recital of &ots and author- 
itative opinions to this effect The vast progress made in 
the cultivation of a knowledge of Sanitary law and its 
applications during the last two centuries, forma one of the 
most pleasing, as it is a most striking, proof of the advance 
of Christian civilisation in modem times. We believe in 
the sacredness of human life, and thatita unnecessary waste 
by neglect is but one degree lower in criminality than its 
wilful destruction. Every impulse of honor, of self-respect, 
and religions duty, should impel to the industrious use of 
the most enlightened public means for its preservation." 

Although the body politic is blind to its own beet inte- 
rests, and deaf to all appeals to remedy the defects in its 
municipal government which bring these evils upon our 
city, yet New York has a band of citicens not only tho- 
roughly alive to its sources of weakness and decay, but 
resolutely determined to destroy them. With untiring 
efforts they have endeavored to enlighten the public mind 
in Sanitary matters, and obtain such l<^islation ss would 
relieve the city of preventable diseases. Though every 
measure of reform has thus far been defeated, still they 
have steadily gathered that strength and influence which 
always precede a triumph. The period has again returned 
when they are to renew their united effijrts to obtain from 
the Legislature of the State tlie legal basis for Sanitary 
reform, and we rejoice that tiiey enter upon their lalKo^ with 
undiminished energy and the epint of true philanthropy. 

" Though seven times defeated in their efforts to stay the 
progress of disease and death, their hearts fail not, nor is 
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ttwr dettrmination abated. Nor tliough BSTenty Umes 
wven shonid the enemies of this holy cause aieceed, by 
iMibery and corruption, in postponins; tie day for the inaa- 
guration of the most valuable of all the reforms known 
amongat men, will its votaries la^ aade their armor, or 
cease to contend for the faith which animates them with 
the Bssuraoce of final success. Though, like the disciples 
of Him who went about healing all manner of disease, and 
unlike them who have thus far betrayed the people to their 
destruction, they carry neither purse nor scrip, the friends 
of Sanitary Reform in this city will never cease to show 
the pubhc their true interests in this matter, and demand 
of tlieir legislators the abolition of the official nuisances 
which are the only obstacles to the removal of those phy- 
sical nuisances, under whose foul influences so many thou- 
sands &nd untimely graves." 



THE WEEK. 
Ak interesting question was sprung during a recent debate 
in the Academy of Medicine, Paris, on Excision of the 
Hip-Joint, relating to the hygienic condition of the English 
and French hospitals. Malgaigne stated that of 100 per- 
sons operated on, 66 die in Paris, and 30 in London. In 
amputations for pathological causes, as amputation of the 
thigh, there are 60 per cent, deaths in Paris, 21 in London, 
and 19 in Massachusetts. The coirespondeat of the Lancet 
eaya: — 

" i£. Halgaigne, in answering ^e defence put forward by 
the ex-chief of me Assistance Fublique, aaer reminding 
his contradictor of the occurrence of the peat-Ure in his 
original charge, had recourse to figures, and showed how 
that in the Paris hospitals, out of 512 amputations of the 
thigh, 289 had been followed by death, giving an average 
of 56 &tal results for 100 operations; how that out of 16 
cases Of trephining, 16 deatlis had occurred ; and out of 220 - 
operations for strangulated hernia, 133 had proved &tal; — 
whereaa in London the average in the first case was 21 per 
cent, in lieu of 66 ; and in the last 60 per cent, instead of 
60, as at Paris, etc. ; and he therefore thought the fact in- 
disputable that the mortality of this capital iar exceeded 
that of London, and, as a practical conclusion, ventured to 
guggest that in fiiture the number of beds in each ward 
should be far more limited than at present, and thai hospi- 
tals should be henceforward better ventjiated, so that the 
number of infectious foci, of which each bed represents one, 
should be reduced to a minimnm." 

Thc death of Pbihci Albrbt by typhoid fever is the subjeot 
of the leading articles of the London medical joum»ls of 
Dec. 21. From these articles it appears that the attack 
occurred at least a fortnight before the fatal termination ; 
00 the following day Dr. Jekncb was c^ed in consultation 
with his regular medical attendant Stit Jamkb Clask, and 
tubeequently Dr. W^iscff and Stit Hbhbt Holund were 
added. The immediate cause of death was puhnonary 
cedema. The question is raised, " Where did the Prince 
contract typhoid fever?" The town of Windsor, in the 
immediate neighborhood of the Castle, had a severe visita* 
tion of typhoid fever in 1858, attributable to imperfect 
drdnage. Dr. MoBcHrBotr, who first traced typhoid fever 
to putrid emanatJons, especially from sewers, and who gave 
it the name of py thogenic, or dirt, fever, made this investi- 
gation with Mb. Sihoh, health officer of London. They 
reported the town m an extremely filthy condition, and 
readily found the causes of the prevailing fever. Since the 
death of the Pnnce, the sanitary conditioa of the Boyal 
Palace baa been carefully examined by a competent person. 



who concludes that "unless some dire and unsuspected 
source of danger should lurk in the Royal apartments them- 
selves — ample and well ventilated as they apparently are — 
the sewerage system of the Castle must be acquitted of all 
share in the mischief." The BritiA MttUadJovntal per- 
tinently adds : — 

" I^ however, aa we may fa>riy conclude, the Caalle itself 
contain na/oci of pvthogenic effluvia, still what a lenon is 
taught by this deplorable fact! The personal security of 
the wealthiest and the highest requires that the sanitary 
condition of the masses — of the community — must be cared 
for. It is not enough that we each, in our own narrow 
limits, should be contented with an obedience to the laws 
of hygiene. That fell matter which is generated beyond 
the personal domain of royalty can find its silent way, like 
the pestilence which walkelh by night, through sentinels 
and barred doors into the very bosom of Royalty itselfl 
Sincerely do we trust that the striking moral to be drawn 
from this tale may be turned to practical advantage through- 
out the kingdom," 

Thb London Lancet a about to publish a series of papers 
prepared by a commission, on the Influence of R^way 
Travelling on Public Health. The inquiry embraces the 

following inquiries : — 

" The Influence of Railway Travelling on Health — 1. Aa 
afiected bv the Ages and Occupations of Individuals. 
2. In Bewthy Persons. 3. In TlDhealtby Persona, and 
those subject to Special Diseases — e. g. Diseases of the 
Heart and Circulatory System; Brain and Nervous Sys- 
tem; Hollow Viscera (as Hsamaturia) ; Throat; Eyes, etc. 
4. In Females: whan Pregnant, or subject to Uterine 
Disease. 5. In Persons peculiarly susceptible to Sea-dck- 
nes& 6. In Regular TraveUers — t. g. Residents in the 
Countrr coming to law Towns (season-iioid holden) ; 
TraveUmg Railway Officials; TraveUing Clerks of Post 
Office, etc.; Commercial and other Traveilars. 7. In Occ»- 
nonal Travellers. 8. The Effects on certain Constitutions 
of hurry and anxiety to catch Trains. 9. The Results of 
prolonged Retention of the Secretions. 10. The Effects 
on the Spinal Oord, etc., of Continued Joltang — that is, a 
series of dight Concussions. 11. The Cerebri and Yisual 
Eflecta of rapidly passing objects, and of reading in moving 
Carriages. 12. Any Differences resulting &om the use of 
1st, 2nd, and 3d Class Carriages. 12. Accidents, and 
eepecially their Secondary Effects." 



A LicTUite. By D. Eatcs Aohxw, M.D., Surgeon to the 
Philadelphia Hospital : Lecturer on Anatomy, etc. Pub- 
lished by the Class. Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blakiston. 
1861. Pp.69. 
Tbi subject of this agreeably written lecture is the life of 
Baron lArrey. The talented author has given a minute 
sketch of the military career of this distinguished sui^eon, 
which will be read with interest We cannot withhold the 
following narration of the last military acts in the life of 
this eminent surgeon : — 

" For the person of Bonaparte, lamj entertained the moot 
complete attachment; and it may t>e said, this feehng was 
warmly and sincerely reciprocated on the ^rt of the Emperor. 
When be went U> Klba, Larroy dedred to be bis oompaoion in 
exile, and received ftom Napoleoa a repl; which showed that 
he loved France more than bis own comfort ' It is not without 
r«gret, Uon^eur I^rrey, that I separate myself from you. Tou 
lielong to the annj, and it is your duty to follow it.' When 
Napoleon returned from Elba, in 1816, Larrey waa.the Bttt to 
meet and welcome hia old comuuuidBr and Mend; and with an 
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Moemesi and wannth, whldi drew bom the rvtarned exU« tbe 
fodiogii of hii heut 'Continue,' mjs be, 'jour labors, Uoq- 
neur- Larroy, I hope yet to gnin an opportunity oT repaying 
tbe sacriQcea yoq bare made, and the services which you have 
rendered to onr wounded eoldiera.' And again, at a diatribu- 
tfam of criors to the Deputiea, from tiie departmentt who were 
commiasioned to welcome Napoleon back to Franca, and on 
frceiving tho flag for the depsnment of the ' HaulcB PyrtncoH,' 
be tranJerred it to Larrey to present to the President of tbe 
depQCation, layiog, ' Qentlemen, it affords roe nnfeigned ^e»- 
sDre to present yon ihete colors, through yonr oompstriot 
Laney, who honota humanity by hia diaintemtednee* and his 
course. We are indebted (o bim for having saved a large 
Dumber of our soldiers in tbe deserts of Lybia, by giving thsm 
freely of the little pure water and spirila which bail been re- 
aerred for his own use, and of which he himself stood in tbe 
greatest need.' Indeed, from that day until tbe disaster of 
Waterloo, Larrey was Iho constant companion of the Hmperor. 
On the eve of that great battle, one of his last acts of fliend- 
■hip was an attempt to dispel the sbadowa of ooming misfbr- 
tuna which had already cast a gloom over the mind of Napo- 
leon. During its progress be was not idle for a single moment ; 
operating upon tbe Qeld, while the carnage was going on, and 
pas^g even among the combatants engaged in acUve mortal 
■Irilb, to cany, with bis flying tmbnlanoe^ the uofbrtunate 
•oldirar or offloer from tbe ground. But the star <^ Napoleon 
was ecliieed ; and wbeu Lt^y was infurmed that the French 
were actually retreating, then only did be tlitnk of bimseIC 
Evan In this hour of extremity bis commander did not fbrgct 
blm ; urging, through one of bis aides, tbe nccesaty for a re- 
tread and airecting, in order to secure his personal safely, 
that ha sbould attempt to gain tbe (hintier by a route which 
be Indicated. It was during this flight that another feature 
appears in his character to make up the hero. Alter travel- 
ling for one or two leagues with bis companion^ they were 
■uddenly intercepted by a corps of Pnissian lancers. Deter- 
mined lo Ibrce his pasiage, be [daced ■hrnmelf at Ibe head of 
kis little band, tb^ both hia pistols into the ranka of tbe 
opponng party, and opened a path through which they passed 
at full gallop. Tbey bad paosed some distance, when a bul- 
let having entered his horse, tbe animal fell under bim, and 
before he recovered from the shock, he received on tbe bead and 
shoulder a double sabre wound, which rendered bim mBeuaibte. 
Thinking bim dead, the Prussians followed his servanls and 
compauiona, moat of whom they either wounded or took pri- 
soners. After hia consciousness was reatored, be was able to 
mount bis horse, which bad likewise reguned his feel, and 
direct his course through by-ways and com fields; and bad 
Bocceeded in reaching the banks of tbe Sambre, when he was 
mmKiDded by another corps of tbe same army and was obliged 
to surrender. He was disarmed and deprived of nearly alt bia 
clotbesi the officers distributed among themselves the contents 
of his parse, taking bia arms, ring, and watcli. His figure^ and 
tbe grey surtout which he wore, membling those of the Empe- 
ror, tbey were under the impreasion they had possession of that 
personage. Securing bim to another general officer of rank, and 
afterwards discovering tbeir mistake, they determined to have 
him shot. For this purpose he was led out, and when in the 
Tery act of being flred upon, be was recognised by the Surgeoa- 
major of tba regiment, Uuough whose siriicitatioD tbe consum- 
mation of BO tiarbaroua an act was suspended, and an order 
given to comluct bim to General Bnlow, the Provost-matshal 
of the allied araiies. This officer having seen him at Berlin, 
at once reoogniaed him as the distinguished surgeon, and was 
t^ DO msans ittseosibls to bis oondition, aa be was then almost 
Mbed, his feet entirdy bare, his hands tied behind his bade, and 
hia head covered with bloody bandages. Ordering his cords to 
be remoTsd, be was sent to BlUoher, General-in-chisf of the h<a- 
tile armieft. To bim Larrey was personally known, having saved 
tbe life of his sod during the Austrian campaign. The Uarshal 
treated him with kindnen^ and alter inviting bim to breakfast at 
his table, be preeentPd him with a sum of money, and afterwards 
caused bim to be conveyed to Lonvsin, where, from acme mis- 
nnderslanding, he was placed in the house of a poor woman, and 
while drinking his bowl of onion soup, was again recognised by 
a youD): medical officer, who, on seeing him, exclaimed in amaze- 
ment, ■ Ton are Baron Larrev,' and taking to his heels hastened 
lo make known the (act lo the municipality, whereupon he was 
soon taken lo tbe house of tbe distinguiBlied professional men in 
Louvain, from whom he received the kindest prooA of friend- 
■Up and cara. Bj penniasioo bom the commander of tha allied 
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powers, he returned to Paris to the sodety of bis &mi!y. But 
now how changed 1 His long intimacy and associacioa with tba 
Bmperor rendered bim an object of dlstnuL From every office 
and poet of honor, over which the government exerdaed juris- 
dicliou, was ha removed, being only retained as Burgeon to the 
hospital of tbe Guard, thus reducing him lo comparative poverty. 
Among bis other misfortunes was the death of an aged and vene- 
rated mother, who sank under a pressure of grief, (Tom tbe erro- 
neous announcement that her son bad fallen a victim to bil 
wounds at the battle of Waterloo ; and following this event, waa 
the demise of hia brother, a surgeon at Nimea. So ertreme had 
become his rssoarcea, that it is creditably related he contem- 
plated, at tbe request of many (Henda, a removal lo the United 
Btalea. Steong in bis atlochmeats, he could not, however, leava 
France; and although solicited by the Emperor of Rusaia, and 
DiHi Pedro of Brazil, to take diarge of their armies with the 
most flattering oCfers of emolument and rank, be remained Arm 
to bia purpose. It was during this period of poverty and melan- 
choly be prepared for the benefit of the world, bia fourth volumsy 
containing the campaigns of Russia, Saxony, and France. In 
1818, his pension of 3000 ftanca was restored to bim, by an act 
of tbe Chamber of Deputies. Inisai, the news of the death of 
Bonaparte was received, and among all the thousands who 
mourned tba event, there were none who more deeply fUt than 
Larrey. Aa oauai, Napoleon had not forgotten him, even in 
deatli, but spoke of him to those around, as the most virtuous 
man be had ever known, and as a substantial proof of his n^rd 
bequeathed to him one hundred thousand franco In ISS6, by 
pet^iasion of the King and tbe Uiolater irf War, accompanied l^ 
his son, he visited England, WaJea, Ireland, and Scotland, vrfaere 
he was received with every mark of respect and distinctioa 
becoming his character and poai^on. 

" On bis return lo Paria, he asaumed his duties as suisaon-In* 
chief and Medical Inspector-General, which he had recraved alter 
the death of Napoleon. In 1830, at ths breaking out of the 
Revolution, his services were again called into active requisitiai), 
and perlbrmed in ao important and satisfactoiy a manner, as to 
receive, cw tbe accession of Louis Philippe, tbe ' medal erf" July,' 
After tiiia event, he, at the request of the king of the Belgian^ 
visited that country, niaking a thorough organization of aU tbe 
mUilary baapitabi and ambnUncee. His report was foUowed by 
a Battering letter with the king's autograph, aooompanled by a 
sold snuff-box, on whldi were inscribed tbe initiala of bis Bi^al 
Bigboess in brilliants. In 1834, bj permission from tbe war 
department, he visited the south olf I>anocv and which was to 
him a tour of much interest and pleasure. He stopped for a 
time at the place of bis birth, and meets, among others, the pro- 
ceptor of bis tender yean, ttie Abb^ de Orasset, an old man over 
ninety years; and in almost every village through which be 
passed, was he recognised by the crippled remains of the Old 
Guard, who, oveijoyed at the sight of hia venerated person, came 
forth, some witboat arms, and otberson tbeIr wooden pln^ todo 
homage before his preaenoe, fhllowing hia carriage Ibr mils^ that 
they might calcb a gibnpse of his dx*. Id 183S, ho retoroed 
again IWim the south of France, whm^ he bad, at the request of 
ttie Minister of War, spent some time in viaitiDg the boapital^ in 
consequence of tbe prevalence of the cholera, and to whom ba 
preeenled a detailed and valuable report. In 1840. when tbe 
mortal remains of Napoleon were brought home lo iYance, l4ir- 
rey participated in the fonnalitiea attendmg that great fbnera) 
pageant, which he and bis aasociatea designated as their 'last 
campaign.' 

"Having a wish to visit again the camp, in 1843 he obtained 
f)«m Uarsbal 3oult, tbe Minister of War, an onler to *int Alge- 
ria, and inspect the bcspitals of tlie French there estabhshed. 
Accompanied by his son, he left Paris, and accomplishing the 
object of bis mission, was on bis way home, whan he was 
attacked with pneumonia, and expired at Lyons, on tbe S6th of 
Jnly, aged TS years. Hia remains were taken to Pari^ and on 
the day when they were dspcsdted in tbe vault gratuitoualy pf»- 
pared by tbe authorities of Paris, a vast concouise collected te 
testify their respeA for Ibis great man, among whom were the 
members of the Academy of Sdencea, the Society of Medicine, 
the civil and military aalborities, the ancient sotdiers of tbe Em- 
pire, and numbers of distinguished citizens. ' If ever.' said 
Napoleon, ' tbe military erect b statue, it should be to Baron 
Larrey, the most virtuous man 1 have over known.' Posterity 
is not insensible to the daims of genius, and already two ntoon- 
menls have ariran lo the memory of Larrey; one in ISSO, in tbe 
court of tlie Val-de-Grdce boepital, and the other in tba ball ^ 
the Academy of Medidno." 
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IDS OZTOEH, JKD THE AnIMAL NeRVOUS StBTEU, PSrSlO- 

LooiciiLT ExAuniED. By John O'Eeilli, M,D,, Licen- 
tiate Bud Fellow of th» Boyat College of Surgeons io Ire- 
land, etc., etc Kew York: S. S. and W. Wood; Lon- 
don: Churohill. 1861. Pp.204. 
Thk subjects embraced in tliif publication are unone the 
mOBt important which now engage the attenlion of tbe 
advanced students of phjsioli^cal Bcience. With them 
ve involuntarily asaociale the names of Brown-S&^uard, 
Dalton, Bernard, and olhets not less distinguished, and 
jield them the homage due succeesful pioneerg in the 
thorough cultivation of hitherto unexplored fields. Dr. 
O'Railly is evidentlj an enthusiastic student in whatever 
department of medical science he directs his inquiries. He 
chooses bj preference the most abstruse subjects, and 
brings to their investigation experimentation, observation, 
and rsliocination. To give the various questions which the 
author has brought forward, snd subjected to critical ana- 
lysis, a complete examination, would be a task for which 
we have neither time nor space. Nor would such review 
profit the reader who has access to Dr. O'Eeiily's work. It 
embraces a mass of propositions, experiments, and condu- 
sons, which no one can properly appreciate without 'care' 
fully perusing the work itselC The author has done a good 
service by giving to his various pubUcations this permanent 
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rHE pATHOLOGioAt Soomr or PuLAost/- 
rsiA. VoL I. Philadelphia: J, B. Lippincott ic Co. 
1860. Pp.307. 
Tbi Philadelphia Pathological Society was organized Oct 
14, 1857, and as the result of four years' labors has put 
forth a volume respectable in eiie, and replete with matter 
of the highest practical interest Some of the reports are 
very elaborate, as that on Cancer of the Pancreat by Dr. 
Da Costa, which contains a table of thirty-seven carefully 
prepared cases. The Pathological Society of Philadelphia 
nas set an example to il« sister societies which we trust 
will not be unregarded. 



Tat GoBiLu; being a Sketch of its History, Anatomy, 
Qeneral Appearance, and Habits. ByliEOHABO J. Sahtobd, 
M.D. (Read before the Connecticut Academy of Arts and 
Sdences, Dec 18, 1861.) From the American Journal of 
Science and Art. 
Tan reimnt contains an anatomical description of the 
Gorilla, baaed on the beta brou^t forward by the Ameri- 
can traveller Dn Chullu. 
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[To lA* Kditor of Ih* Ahoicai IUdicu Ton.] 
Sre: — John Tobin, Kt. 28, oommon laborer, possessing a 
model physical organization. Two years this coming Jan- 
oaiy, be received a blow on the side of the head, fracturing 
and depressing the anterior inferior angle of the parieLu 
bone. He had suffered from spasms of an epileptic cliarac- 
ter as described to me, at intervals as short aa a day or two, 
and rarely] three weeks. &amp« of Uie upper extremities, 
and especially along the course uf the ulnar nerve, were 
very distressing, as well as ageneral numbness throughout. 
Be had great dilhculty in articulaiing, and as the friends 
said, was gradually growing demented. In the midst of 
a sentence in his narrations he would stop and take up 
another point, *• well u punue his oommon avocations 



rregularly ; 
intu he coul 



ing« gradually increased 
o longer be trusted inliis daily pursuits. 



, , and this condition of things 
he could no longer be trusted inli ^ , 

He applied to me, and trephining was advised, and oi 

9th of September I operated. The depression in the exter- 
nal table was of a diameter of an inch and a half. I ^plied 
a Urge-sized iostrument, removing a portion of bone near 
an inch in diameter, having a spine of near a quarter of an 
incb in length projecting Trom the under sur&ce, that had 
imbedded itself mUie dura mater and substance of the brain, 
forming a pit in size and^ape. much resembling that pro- 
duced by a grain of coffee. Tiie venous hEemorrhage was 
very profuse from between the tables, from some abnormal 
distributions resulting Iram the fracture. He was walking 
about in two weeks, and has had no spasms since the ope- 
ration, save from the accumulation of blond and pus within 
the first few weeks that gave rise to light ones. The diffi- 
culty in his speech was immediately reheved, while the 
cramps and numbness slowly subsided, and his mental in- 
coherence he has perfecUy recovered from. I saw him a 
day or two since, and upon inquiry as to his well-being, 
" witrafa," was pven m reply. In proof, he had assumed 
his accustomed duties, I loolt upon the operation as being 
attended with the moot satirfactory results, more so than 
usually succeeds after the lapse of time that has occurred in 
the above case. 

Miss B 1 let 18, healthy, of nervo- lymphatic tem- 
perament, was surprised to find her mouth crooked, as she 
described it Four days after, when she came to consult 
me, when she would snile the molars upon the leftside were 
more easily seen than the incisors, for the lips posteriorly 
were separated. In a word, her mouth was upon the side 
of her face, and her nose was fast traveOiog the same road. 
She claimed to be in perfect health, but upon close inquiry 
remembered to hare felt fjight pain in the region of the 
mastoid process of the right side about the first day. Her 
hearing was in nowise iuteifered with, leaving us to infer 
that the portio dura was alone involved, in spite of the 
intimate relation with the portio mollis. This condition of 
things succeeded a fright oy an intoxicated brother. To 
an antiphlogistic course it slowly yielded, restoring per> 
feet symmetry again to her bee. 

Yours, eta, 
Co.. o. J. T. Read, M.D. 
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HosPTTAU OF Rome. — The hospitals of Borne are nnme- 
rouB, and are for the most part kept very clean. La Con- 
solstioD is destined for thereoeption of accidents, and con- 
tains sixty-two male and twenty-four female beds. The 
Eo^ital of St John Calabita has filly beds, and is for the 
reception of those whose complaints are trivial and short. 
The Hospital of Saint-GaUican, an ancient leper-house, is 
devoted to skin-diseaaes, and takes in sixty males, sixty 
females, snd thirty children. The Hospitia S. Salratore 
is for women suffering from fever, scorbutic and chronic 
diseases. It receives annually about three thousand 
patients. The mortality there is great, the air being 
unhealthy. The students do not attend these hospitals. 
The Sisters of St Vincent de Paul perform the minor ope- 
rations and dressings. The Hospital Saint-Roch is for 
lying-in women, lliere is one ward of twenty beds, and 
many smidl rooms, etc The facility of admission here is 
very great No questions are asked. The woman takes a 
□umber on entering, and, even if she dies, may remain 
unknown. She can enter veiled, and remain so. This 
ho^ital is also closed to students. The UiUt^ Hospital 
receives annually about sixteen hundred sick. Su James's 
Hospital contains surgical cases, male and female. It bis 
three hundred and uighty-rour beds, and receives about 
two thousand patients. It is kept in excellent order -, bat 
ttie mortality u vwy great, bemg about eleven par cent 
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There are in it two clinical wards, a fine amphitheatre, and 
pott^mortem and disseotioe rooma, a museum of patholo- 
B^cal anatomy, etc. The Hospital oftbe H0I7 Qhost is the 
£rgest of alt; it will hold two thousand male patients 
affected with internal diseases. Only eix women are 
Admitted ictA a small clinical ward. AM febrile diseases 
are admitted, without any form or restriction as to age 
condition, country, or religion. — Brit. Med. Jour. 

A Joke ni a Russian Hospital.— A singular develop- 
ment of Russian discipUno is stated hy a recent writer as 
faaviiiK been witnessed by him durine a risit to the mili- 
tary hospital at Riga. The head ph;fslciBn, a Qerman 
practitioner, described the difficulty which he found in eli- 
citing' from tlie men the real seat of their complunta, as 
erery ailment in the upper part of the body, whether in 
the head, back, or storoacn, they call pun in Uie heart, aod 
those in the lower parta of the body pain in the leg. Hav- 
ing aniTGd at the hospital, all the patjents that were able 
to do so arranged themselves in a row, dumb and stiff as if 
on military parade. " How do you do ta-d&y, old man ?" 
adced the aoctor of the first "My heart pains," was the 
expected timid reply. " Tongue out," said the doctor, and 
out it was. TuruiDg to the next, the same questjon, same 
reply, and same toncue operation. More than thirty in 
the row underwent tLe same medical inquiries and process. 
When about leaving, the head phyaician desired his visitor 
to look round. There stood the whole file in military at- 
titude, with their tongues out. " We looked on for a 
while," continues the writer, " when the doctor loudly 
gave tlie word, ' Tongues in,' and all the articulating organs 
vanished in an instant. My risible faculties were so ex- 
cited by the ludicrous scene, that it was some momenta 
after we were in the open street ere I could, rather re- 
proachfully, ask my friend how he could play sucli a trick 
on the poor fellows. ' Tou must not judge," said he, ' by 
exceptions. I merely wanted to show you to what extent 
the blind spirit of discipline prevails among the Russian 
troops. Nor are the fellows,' added he, ' the worse for the 
joke ; on the contrary, they believe that the cure is greatly 



Addltkration of Ficelis, Bottled FaniTS, ahd Tioi- 
TABLES. — From an examination, it appears: — That of seven 
samples of ffremgaga examined four were colored with 
topper, while Ihree were uncolored and free from that metdl. 
That of Jive samples of gooitberria analysed, IhTet con- 
fauned much copper, and in two only was it absent. That 
« sample of rlmbtirb also contained copper. That of fen 
samples of Piddes, including French beans, gherkint, mixed 
ptdik; and Wat India picMet, copper was found in »evtn, 
and but Arte were uncontaminat«d with that metal. That 
^ Jive samples of prettrved pea* tested, two contained 
copper. That of fi>wr samples of French or haricot ieani, 
three were highly colored with that metal, which was also 
largely present in a sample of miiced vtg^bka. Thus of 
thirty-ihree samples analysed, copper was present, fre- 
quently in confflderable amount, in no less tlian twtnty-one 
of the samples, or in ntarly Iwo-lbirdi. — Lancti. 

New Method or orviNQ Crlorofobm. — At a recent meet- 
ing of the Obstetrical Society, Dr. Simpson described a 
plan of administering chloroform which he has now adopted 
in preference to that at present in use here. The present 
mode is to fold up a handkerchief and pour into the hollow 
a quantity erf' chloroform, and then hold it at aonie distance 
from the face, so as to admit of atmospheric air being in- 
haled along with the vq)or. The new plan is to lay a sin- 
gle layer of handkerchief over the face, and let the chloro- 
fiirm fall on it drop by drop. The advantages are these : — 
1, That there is less danger to the patient iViim the smaller 
quantity applied at a time. 2. That aniesthcsia is more 
•peedily produced. 3. That the quantity of cliloroform 
required is less. Tarious gentlemen who lind made trial 
of the plan confirmed the value of this prooeea; and Dr. 
Yonng in particular stated that he had kept a patient nar- 



cotized for ten hours with two ounces and a half of chloro- 
form. — Brti. Med, Jour. 

Ok Abseniods Acm, in larqi Doses, in Feveb, a 
suBSTrrnTE roR Qoimink. — Mr. Turner has empioyed arseni- 
ous acid for twenty years in the treatment of intermittent 
fevers, and, on account of the great drain upon the cin- 
chona tree, and bia strong opinion as to the equal, if not 
greater, vsjue of arsenious acid in the above-named dis- 
eases, he now brings the results of bis experience before 
the Profession. He oonuders the feani of an inconvenience 
or danger arising from the remedy as much exaggerated. 
Mr. Turner's success was so marked that in 1860 the 
Director-General stated that Mr. Turner should be thanked 
for " drawing the attention to his successful treatment of 
intermittent fevers by lar^ doses of arsenic, and steps 
should be taken by circular to urge an extended trial of 
this remedy, and reports requested. The course usually 
adopted by the Author was to give the arseniate of potasn 
as in the following prescription ; — B Li^. potass, arsen., tr, 
cardam. co., ana ; ss ; mucilag. acac., 3 iij - mist camph. vel 
aquic, S SB. M. To be given every second hour four or five 
times, the last to anticipate the expected paroxysm at least 
two hours, — Jtaid before the Jt. M. and S. Soaeti/ of Bng- 

HoHORs TO Prof. Stub. — That honors seldom come sin- 
gle has proved true in the case of our very eminent profes- 
sor of clinical sui^iery, who has within the last few months 
been selected for honor by three European monarchs; first, 
by the King of Denmark, who created him a knight of the 
order of Danebrog; second, by the Emperor of (he French. 
who made him a chevalier of tlie Legion of Honor; and 
lastly, by our own Queea who has appointed him her sur- 
geon in ordinary for Scotland. — Brit. Med. Jour. 

Death of Db. Sodthwood Smeth. — This eminent sanita- 
rian died Dec lOlh, of bronchitis, in his 73d year. Dr. 
Smith was the author of several works, all of wbtch passed 
through many editions. He was for many years physician 
to the London Fever Hospital, and the results of nis expe- 
rience were embodied in a work on fever. His reports on 
quarantine cholera are very valuable. 

At the meeting of the Academy of Medicine, Jan. 3, 
the following officers were elected : — Dr. H. D. Bulkley, 
Vice-President; Dr. J. H, Hinlon, Becording Secretary; 
Dr. 3. Q. Adams, Corresponding Secretary ; and Dr. J. 0. 
Pond, Treasurer. 

Prof. Adstim Flint, Jr., has been appointed microsco- 
pist to Bellevue Hosnital, Dr. Wro. H. Thompson has 
lietn appointed ClinicaJ Registrar to the same institution. 

Yermokt Astluh roR the iNSAin. — From the twenty- 
fii\h annual report of the officers of this institution, located 
at Brattleboro, we learn that it is In a highly satisfactory 
condition. The health of the inmates appear? to have been 
more than ordinarily good, and the recoveries have been 
numerous. From the report of the superintendent, it 
appears that 576 patients enjoyed the benefits of this insti- 
tution the past year. There were 436 remaining at the 
commencement of the year; 140 have been admitted ; 138 
have been discharged; and 438 now remain, of whom 230 
are males, and 208 are females. Of those discharged, 56 
recovered. Since the opening of the Asylum, 33<ra have 
been admitted, and 2870 have been discharged. Of the 
2870 discharged, 1547 have recovered. — Botton Med. Jour. 

Report of Deatbs in the City and County of New 
York, for the week ending the 6th of January, 1862. 
Men, 88; Women, 75; Boys, 114; Girls, 105. Total 382. 
Adults, 163; Children, 219; Males 202; Females, 188; 
Colored Persons, 2. 'The leading causes of death were: 
bronchitis, 15; infantile convulsions, 29; croup, 15: diph- 
theria, 6; scarlet fever, 47; typhoid fever, 5; typhus, 5; 
pneumonia, 23 ; small-pox, 10; consumption, 64 ; dropsy 
in head, 15; infantile marasmus, 12. There was an 
increase of five over corresponding week of last year, and 
a decrease of 23 as compared with last wo^k. 
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LECTURES ON 
NEW REMEDIES AND THEIR THERAPEU- 
TICAL APPLICATIONS. 

SlUniXD AT TBI 

mv YOES MEDICAL <X>LLEaB AND CHABITT HOePITAL, 

Bi SAMUEL R. PEKCY, M.D., 
LECTURE IL— PABT IL 

CORROSTTE CBLORIDE OV UBBODItT. 

Poitonotu DoKs. — When a, poisonous dose has been taken 
the sjniploins are a disagreeable and acrid metallic taste 
JO the mouth, which has generally a whitened appearaDce, 
with a sense of burning and constriction at the epiglottis, 
in the (esophagus, and in the stomach. The pain in the 
stomach is generaJlj excruciating, but there have been in- 
stances where there has been no pain. A deathly feeling 
of nausea, with an exceedingly painful vomiting, generally 
follows, the vomited matter being Bometimes only mucus, 
U other times mucus mixed with blood. There is great 
prostration, sometimes convulaiona, and occasionally cramps 
ui the stomach and legs. If any length of time elapses 
before death takes place, there is generaUy violent and pain- 
ful bloody purging, and difficulty in passing urine. The 
countenance is first flushed, atlerwards it has a look of inex- 
pressible anxiety. Tbe pulse is small, rapid, and wiry ; 
there is burning thirst, and great resllessness, and the re- 
■piration becomes labored. Tbe symptoms are those of 
gastro-onleritis, and much resemble poisoning from other 
corroare substances. Professor Cbristison draws the follow- 
ing characters as distinguishing poisoning by 
chloride of mercury from that of areenious acid 
symptoms begin much sooner: 2. The taste is mach more 
unequivocal and strong ; 3. The acridity and irritation in 
tbe gullet are much greater ; 4. TJie countenance is flushed, 
and even swollen; whereas, in poisoning by arsenic, it is 
usually contracted and ghastly ; 5. Blood is more frequently 
discharged by vomiting and purging ; 6. Irritation of the 
urinarypassagesismore frequent; 7. Nervousaffectionsare 
more apt to come on during the first infiammatory stage; 
& The effects are more curable than Ibose of arsenic ; 9. 
Deviation in the symptoms is more rare. If the patient 
recovers from the primary effects of the poison, he is gene- 
rally left with an irritable state of tie bowels and urinary 
organs; and salivation with its usual concomitants. 

Treatment of PouoRing. — The first iadication Is to give 
diluents and an antidote combined; for this purpose, water 
mUet) with the white of eggs should be freely administered. 
If e^ are not convenient, wheat flour mixed with water 
or milk may be given, and although these substances are 
not as efficient uitidotes as albumen they tend to neutralize 
tbe activity of the poison. Albumen mixed with the cor- 
rosive chloride of mercury in this way combines with it, 
■0 as to form a compound, which is for the time at least 
inert; but it should be removed either by the stomach- 
^mp or by vomiting, as the mercurial, in an unchanged 
Ibrm, may be detected in the substance by chemical re- 
agents. Uialhe has recommended the hydrated proto-sul- 
pnuret of iron as an antidote to this poison, but to be of 
service it must be given soon aHer the poison has been 
swallowed. He states that reactions take place between 
these substances, the iron being converted into a proto- 
chloride and the mercurial into a sulphuret (The reactions 
may be thus expressed, FeS+HgCl=FeCl+Hg a) He 
has used the same substance as a gargle, and says that it 
will instantly remove the metallic taste of the corrosive 
chloride from tlie mouth. A mixture of two parts of iron 
filings and one part of granulated zinc, has been recom- 
mended by Bouchardat Tor reducing the mercury in the 
corrosive chloride to a metaUic state. But these metallic 
Am. Uid. Timm, Vol. IV., Na 3. 



substances are not always on hand, and as it does not do 
to delay a moment longer than necessary, let the flour and 
water or milk be used, until eggs can be obtained, or until 
the metal»can be sent for. In cases of poisoning, your 
patient's life depends upon your knowledge and prompti- 
tude ; and you should always know what doss of remedies 
are moat easily obtained, which, could be administered on the 
spot. After the administration of the eggs, flour, or milk, 
either free vomiting should be induced, or the stomach- 
pump used, after which a dose of caator-oil should be given, 
and the irritation and inflammation counteracted by free 
doses of opium and other treatment, to allay gastro-enteritis. 
There are instances of poisoning and death on record, 
from the external application of corrosive chloride of mer- 

Poit'MoTletn Appearanea. — Supposing you have been 
sent for, to attend a person whom you suppose to have 
been poisoned by corrosive chloride of mercury, and that 
death takes place soon alter your visit.— what evidences of 
poisoning will you look for 7 These are cases in which you 
will be brought before a coroner's jury to give evidence; 
and upon the knowledge you have displayed, and the skill 
with which you have conducted your examination, will 
depend the freedom from suspicion of a person wrongfully 
accused or tie punishment of, or the escape of a guilty in- 
dividual. With the great responsibility of a person's life 
resting in your hands, for the sake of your own reputation 
and that of the profession to whicb you belong, vou must 
not be either careless or ignorant, and if you Lave not 
perfect confidence in your own ability call in some profes- 
sional brother to help you ; in fact, it is always better under 
all circumstances, (f posaible, to liave two physicians in 
attendance on such cases. If a person has been poisoned 
by this Bubstance and death takes place within a few hours, 
you must not only examine the mouth, the throat, the 
oesophagus, the stomach, and intestines, to ascertain what 
pathologic^ changes have taken place, but you must also 
preserve these organs and their contents for chemical ex- 
amination. You will probably End the mouth, the throat, 
and oesophagus graded in places, the mucous lining whiten- 
ed, and evidences of congestion and commencing inflamma- 
tion. The mucous membrane of the stomach will often show 
marks of corrosion and inflammation, sometimes onlr in 
patehes, and at times more extended. Beneath these 
patehes, masses of cxtravasated blood are often found. If 
the amount of poison has been large and diluted, the whole 
mucous coat will often have a grey, or slate color, owing to 
partial decomposition. Marks of inflammation similar to 
those just described, will be found in Uie duodenum and 
small intestines if the poison has passed over them, and 
there are occasionally instances where they have been found 
in the whole tract of the intestinal canaL The mesenteric 
glands, kidneys, and bladder, should also be examined; 
and all tbe urine found, saved for chemical examination. 
It has been too much tie case to neglect the examination 
of the kidney and urine ; in the former you will, in most 
instances, find traces of inflammation ; and in the latter I 
have no doubt there may be found (races of the poison ; 
and from the violent vomiting that frequentiy takes place, 
the poison may be dislodged from the stoniach, and the 
only portion that is to be found may be discovered in this 
secretion. It is important that all the urine that a patient 
passes after poisoning, should be saved and examined ; it 
IS more important to save this, than the latter vomited mat- 
ters. The organs that I have mentioned must not be the 
only ones examined for pathological changes, for indepen- 
dent of the effects tluit poison may have on them, you may 
discover some other cause of death than that of poison. 

But frequentiv in cases of poisoning, death does not take 
place for several days: yon tiien have a different state of 
things, and would loot for different pathological ohangea. 
Here you would not find the whitened sppearanoe of the 
mouth, fauces, and oesophagus, but if there were any diangea 
in the membrane it would be that of the redness of inflam- 
mation. The Btomaoh would not present the greyish ap- 
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pearancc above mentioned, but would be highly injected 
with red blood and inflamed, either ia patclies or through- 
out its whole extent. There tnaj not be any marks of 
change in the duodennm or small intestinee, but (he large in- 
testinee would probably present many spots or patches of 
iuflammatioQ. You recollect that I have before alluded to 
the experiments of Headland with Hulphate of magnesia; 
that be found that it was absorbed by the stomach into the 
blood, but that it was deposited again from the blood in the 
large intestines. The same absorption takes place here, 
and that it is again deposited in the large intestine seems 
more than probable Irom several cases that have been noted, 
wherein no change bad been observed in the small intes- 
tines, but the stomach and portions of the large intestines 
were equally inBamed. The kidneys would be also inflamed, 
and being unable to eliminate much of the poison, would 
throw it back upon the system, to be eliminated by the 
large intestjues, which would become inflamed by (he poi- 
son, even to the anus. In these oases the symptoms ofthe 
poisoning durina lift, and the pathological changes found 
after death, would be the only evidences ofthe admiaistra- 
tjon of poison ; for chemical analysis would not detect it in 
the tissues after death. Jt is generally supposed that to 
convict a person of murder by poisoning, it la essential to 
prove the existence of the poison cither in the body or its 
secretions; but this is not so, nor is it right that it should 
be so. There are certain well marked symptoms by ■which 
the ^hjTsiOlogist is able to determine on physiological prin- 
ciples the existence of poisoning, when no poison can be 
detected by the most accurate chemical test Palmer was 
convicted of murder under such circumstances. 

Chemical Anaii/^ for ae Detection qfCorronvtCkhrvk of 
Mercury. — On being called to a case where you have reason 
to suspect poisoning, it is of the first importance to save all 
the vomited matter?, for they frequently contain all the 
poison there ia to be found. It is sJso important to save 
all the urine passed, for as the salt is very soluble a portion 
amply BufEcient for detection may be found in the urine. 

The vomited matters, Uie contents of the Htomach and 
upper intestine, the stomach itself] and the urine, may be 
examined separately. All but the latter may be boiled in 
distilled water, and the fluid filtered and evaporated. The 
dry mass that does not pass through the filter may be digested 
in ether, the ether filtered off and evaporated. Portions 
of these evaporated fluids may be treated with boiling dis- 
tilled water, filtered, and tested by the chemical reagents 
hereafter to be referred to. The tests that I shall here men- 
tion are those that have been applied and recommended by 
Dr. T. G. Wormley, and they are the most minute and 
accurate of anything we have seen, even in the exact sci- 
ence of chemistry. I do not mean to say that they ar e 
new tests, only that they have been applied with such 
science, accuracy, and akUl, that they present ua more cer- 
tain and minute resulta than we have hitherto obtained. 
As I shall have occasion to use the long term, corrosive 
chloride of mercury, many times, let me use the symbol 
HgCL I before expWned to you that the salt was com- 
posed of one equivalent of mercury Hg, and one of chlo- 
rine CI. The symbol HsQ is short and ea«ly remem- 
bered. Small quantities of the solution of HgCl may be 
applied by a pipette, in a watch glass or upon a glass slide, 
and with another pipette, a sroali quantity of the reagent 
may be added. 1. ^mmOTiia.— Added to a solution of Hg 
CI gives a dirty white flocculent precipitate, insoluble in 
an excess of ammonia. If the HgCl solution be exposed 
to the vapor of ammonia, it gives the same by reaction. 
By this teatjl^gr. is easily delected, and with j.'jj gf. the 
reaction is to be satisfactorily seen, 2. Pofaiift,— Kqubr 
potassEe added to a solution of HgCl, gives an immediate 
bright yellow amorphous precipitate, insoluble in an excess 
of the reagent. By this reagent tJj gr. can be readily 
detected. 3. CarbvnaieofPolath. — If asmall quantity ofthia 
reagent be added to a solution of HgCl it gives a yellow- 
ish or reddish yellow precipitate ; but if an excess of the 
reagent is need, the precipitate is of a brick-red color. By 



of Pol „ . 

lent precipitate, easily distinguishable in yj, gr. ; but bi- 
chromate of potash gives no precipitate with this quan- 
tity. 5. Iodide of Polaadwn. — This reagent produces an 
immediate bright scarlet precipitate, which b readily solu- 
ble in an excess of either HgCl, or the rei^ent; and may 
be distinguished to iji gr. The least visible quanti^ of 
HgCl in a dry state touched by a solution of^ KI {lod. 
Pot.) becomes immediately yellow changing quickly to 
scarlet, soluble in an excess. 6. Ferro- Cyanide of Poia»- 
sium. — This reagent produces a copious, dirty white amor- 
phous precipitate, soluble in an excess of the reagent ; this 
precipitate is visible in 71*1 • gr- 7. Ferri- Cyanide of Polat- 
siwm. — This reagent produces a greenish-yellow amorphous 
precipidte, insoluble in an excess, and may be distinguished 
even to jVrir gr. 8, Chloride of JVn.— This reagent pro- 
duces a light grey thin precipitate, which is flocculent, and 
may be distinguished even to jiVrgi'- 9- Nitrate of Silver. 
— This precipitate produces a copious white curdy precipi- 
tate of chloride of silver, wbich is distinguishable to rviVvT 
gr,, and in Qmellin's Handbook it is stated that a solution 
of sal-ammoniac, containing one part of chlorine in 3,200,000 
parts of water gave with nitrate of silver a " barely percep- 
tible cloud." 10. Hydramlpkwric Acid. — The solulJOQ of 
HgCl must be slightly acidified with hydrochloric acid, 
uid a stream of washed sulphuretted hydrogen passed into 
iL When the solution holds -^ part of its weight of Hg 
CI, it gives an immediate brown precipitate, which soon 
changes to a dark brown, and ultimalely to a copious black 
precipitate. If the solution contains yjiil P*rt of HgCl 
It is precipitated in brown flakes, which become darker, 
II. Copper Ttgl, — This test is so minute and its details so 
long, that I can give you but a more outline. You will 
Boon have an opportunity of reading and studying a work 
from Dr. Wormiey, on the " Micro-chemistry of Poisons," 
which will give you more accurate testa than any I have 

S'ven you here. This test consists in introducing into the 
gCI solution a small clean slip of copper foil, which will 
cause a decomposition of the mercury compound with a 
deposition of metallic mercury upon the copper. The 
delicacy of the lest is much improved by acidulating the 
mercury solution with hydrochloric acid, and also by treat- 
ing the acidulated solution. To perform this test a small 
quantity ofthe mercury solution may be placed in a wateh 
glass, and acidified with hydrochloric acid, and a small slip 
of copper introduced into the solution, and heated over a 
spirit lamp. xiT grain of HgCl will impart to the 
copper an immediate silvery lustre, which soon becomes 
grey; tliis reaction takes place equally well without the 
hydrochkric acid or heat The copper should not be 
less than about J x j^^ inch, otherwise some of the mer- 
cury will become detached. Alter allowing the copper 
to remain in the solution for several minutes, it is to be 
removed, and carefully washed with a small stream of 
water from a wash bottle, or with water containing a little 
ammonia; it is then gently pressed between foldsof filtering 
paper until perfecUy dry. It ia now placed in a perfectly 
clean and dry reduction tube; heat being applied to the 
closed end the mercury will volatiliie and condense a Uttle 
above the point heated, in the form of a roist^like deposit, 
very readily discernible by the naked eye. If the sublimate 
be examined by the low power of a microscope, it will be 
seen to consist of innumerable spherical globules, which are 
opaque by transmitted light, and present a very brif^t 
silver lustre under incident light The tube should only bo 
heated in the part that contains the copper ; every ti me the 
mercury is volatihzed it is attended with more or less loss. 
Tfint^ part of a grain of HgCl may be satisfBctorily 
shown by this test 12. A very small quantity of HgCl 
when mixed with a small quantity of calcined carbonate of 
soda, and treated in a small reduction tube, will give a 
sublimate of mercurial globules. 
It hu b«en Maerted by some that the finding of HgCl 
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in the sjatem is no proof ofits having been administered u 
A poison, for calomel may become converted by the action 
of chlorides, or common salt, into HgCL Inatancea are 
Bid to be adduced in proof of this theoi?, but I think there 
are as yet no evidences that would be accepted as vroo/ by 
a prudent toxicologist. It is a flne-spun theory that may 
be serviceable to an able lawyer to puzzle a physician and 
befof! a JD17. If such were the ease we should meet with 
numerous cases of poisoniug, for calomel is very frequently 
administered, and by some of our southwestern brethren 
in doses of a leaapoonfuL But we never heat of poisoning 
in these cases. There are no doubt many instances whei« 
HeCI is to be delected in calomel in small quantities, 
when it has been prep*red by careless manufacturers, but 
I have never seen it in suffident quantity to produce 
poisoniug-of even a mild degree. As to the theory of calo- 
mel changing to HgCI in the stomach, vou need attach 
uo impoTtance to it. I think the action of calomel may be 
explained in some other way, though I suppose you are 
aware that there are some persons who assert that it pro- 
duces no effects upon the system unless it is cbacged by 
the alkaline chlorides in the stomach and intestines into the 
corroMVB chloride ; this theory I discussed at some length 
in my lecture on calomel. 



Original Commmuta&iiis. 

THE MECHANISM AND TREATMENT OF 
LABORS WITH FACE PRESENTATIONS, 

BEINa Ut PART 1 PAPER RBAO BBFORE TBE NEW TORE ACAnEItT 

or HEDioniE. 
Br JOSEPH MAKTIN, M.D. 

I WILL now endeavor to show that lateral uterine obli- 
quity, at the beginning of labor, is the cauae of face pre- 
sentations—that the head does not enter the pelvis by the 
mento-frontal diameter — that the chin is not at any time 
fully extended — that the occiput passes over the perineum 
before the chin merges from under the pubic arch — that 
the mechanism of such labors depends upon some well 
known principles of mechanics— and that a presentation of 
the face can be converted into a vertex presentation. 

We will now direct attention to some of the principles of 
mechanics that perform an important part in the mecha- 
nism of labors with face presentations. The base of the 
cranium, when it is about to entor the superior strait, and 
during the process of labor, may well be considered a 
lever, the length^ which is represented by the mento- 
occipital diamet^ The long arm is the space between 
the point of the chin and the condyles at the great fora- 
men, and the short arm is the space between the condyles 
and the occipital protuberance. When the joint, formed 
by the condyles and atlas, is stationary, or nearly so, it be- 
comes'the iulcmm of the lever when power is applied to 
the chin, and the cranial base is then acted upon as a lever 
of the drst kind. And as the long, or mental arm, is one 
inch longer than the occipital arm, it requires but little 
force to depress the chidj when the head is lell free to 
move upon its transverse axis. To depress the occiput, after 
it is elevated, requires rather more force, but if it ne drawn 
down one or two inches, the chin will be raised one and a 
half or three inches. 

Now, when the base of the fcetal cranium, that ia, the 
mento-occipitat diameter, is parallel with the plane of the 
pelvic brim, at the beginning of alabo^tteroannermwAieA 
(&« head mier» tht tuperior ttraa tpUl depend upon the poti- 
Ihn of the uferut. If it be nearly vertical, its contractile 
power, acting in the direction of the longitudinal axia 
forces the occipital portion of the head, or the short arm c^ 



the lever, first into the cavity of the pelvis, because if the 
aais be then extended it would pass through that part of 
the cranium. This is the mechanical process in natural 

When, however, the festal bead, at the beginning of a 
labor, is at the superior strait, and the uterus is inclined to 
the right or left of the patient, on the same side vrith the 
fcetal occiput^e uterine contractions produce a very differ- 
ent result. For if (he longitudinal axis of the uterus bo 
then extended through the cranium, it would terminate at 
the bregma ; consequently the occiput could not be forced 
into the pelvis, but the forehead would be pressed against 
and below the brim at the opposite acetabulum. And, as 
the oblique position of the uterus, at the beginning of such 
a tabor, would cause some separation of the chin from the 
chest, the circular uterine fibres, acting upon the long arm 
of the cranial lever at the chin, would force it into the pel- 
vis, on one side, while the occiput would ri?e above the 
brim on the other side; the bead rolling upon its transverse 
axis at the condyles, as a fulcrum, until the forehead and 
Other parts of the face nresent. If the long axis of the 
uterus be then extendea, it will be found to terminate at 
the upper lip, and the uterine contractions would force the 
face further down into the cavity of the pelvis. 

Almost every writer on midwiferj^ who makes any men- 
tion of the ongin of fact prtMnlatiotti, states, as shown 
above, that obliquity of the utonis at the beginning of labor 
is considered the cause. And Baudelocque advances the 
opinion, founded upon experience and observation, that — 
" There can be no face presentation without an obliquity 
of the uterus on the same side with the occiput." In every 
case the writer has seen there has been more or less lateral 
obhquity of the uterus, on the same side with the occiput, 
in one of the occipito-posterior positions : and in every in- 
stance the placenta was attached to the fundus uteri. 

Before giving in detail a description of what I consider 
Vie true v^chaninn of atich laborii it will be well to decide 
the question— is the chin, in such labors, fully extended ta 
represented in the text^books ? Sinellie invariably drew 
down the chin when be was about to use his forceps in 
labors with face presentations, either with his fingers, or 
with a metsUic hook, having a round button upon the end 
of it, which he contrived for the purpose. Since his time 
it has been the practice of accoucheurs generally to draw 
down the chin when it is at the pubic arch, from the pre- 
vailing belief that it aids delivery. Tyler Smith recom- 
mends such an interference, and Br. Meigs of Philadelphia 
lays it down as a rule of practice. It must not, there^re 
be considered strange Uiat writers on midwifery ahoultl 
believe that a full extension of the chin ought always to 
attend face presentatious. This opinion is so prevdent, 
and the interference so general, that very few obstetrio 
practitioners have had an opportunity of observing what 
the natural position of the chin is at the termination of 
such labors. I have, indeed, met with but one writer who 
has given the exact position of the chin in the last iit^e of 
the process. Doctor Spaitb, in an essaj; entitled, "^pe- 
rience in Face Presentations," published in a German peri- 
odical, and favorably noticed in the British and Foreign 
Medico-Chiruiyical Review, for April, 1860, describes So 
termination of a number of such labors in the following 
language — " At the outset, the upper lip waa fixed against 
the symphysis L the occiput then rolled over the perineam, 
when at tatt the mouth and chin merged from under the 
symphyws." 

I have seen two labors in which I had the opportunity 
,of observing this fact In the first, there was a decided 
right obliqui^ of the uterus, a position it which it had 
been for several weeks. The placenta was attached to the 
fundus uteri, and the occiput was in relation with the rifdit 
saero-iliac synchondrosis, and could be felt above the bnm. 
The parts presenting at first were the left malar bone, the 
left part of the brow, and the bridge of the nose. As the 
puns increased in strength, the whole face could be traced, 
the chin being at the ^tt foramen ovale, and the forehead 
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at the spice of tbe right ischium. Tlie chin and lips then 
passed uoder the aymphysis pubis, and remained there ultil 
after the occiput had glided over the perineum. The chin 
was not at sjij time full; extended, as I aecertained bj 
frequent examinations, its anterior surface and the lips, and 
not the tracheal portion of the neck, being the central point 
ftroimd which tbe occiput moved in the arc of a <^cle as it 
was forced through the outlet 

The second case is so well calculated to illustrate the 
true mechanism of labors with face presentations, that I 
tji^ describe it in detail; and will also give, what I con- 
sider the proper treatment of such labors as 1 proceed, be- 
cause the practice is plainly indicated hy the mechanism. 
On the 24th of Januarj last, I was called to see Mrs. B., 
in labor with her second child. She had experienced labor 
p^ns for some hours, A shgbt right obllquilj of the ute- 
rus was noticed, which slie assured tno bad existed for two 
weeks, and which seemed to be no more than what is ob- 
served on first presentalions. I found upon examination 
per vadnam, the head at the superior strait, tbe os uteri 
relaxed, and open to the size of half a dollar. As nothing 
but B smooth hard part of the head presented through tlie 
membranes, I left tiie bed-side, to wait for a further ad- 
Tance of the labor, without ascertaining the exact position 
of the uterus. The labor pains now became severe and 
frequent; and, at the end of three quarters of an hour, the 
membranes were suddenlj ruptured, with an audible 
sound, and the liquor aunii was dashed forcibly against the 
foot-board of the bedstead. I examined her unmediately, 
and found that the face had entered the pelvis. Tbe pre- 
senting parts were the left malar bone, the eye, and the 
upper part of the nose. I now had no doubt that tJie part 
first touched was the left side of the forehead. I then 
made an external examination, and found that the longitu- 
dinal axis of the uterus formed an angle with the median 
line of the abdomen of about 40° to the right; and that, 
if the axis were then extended through the head, it would 
terminate near the left malar bone. The placenta was at- 
tached to the fundus uteri, and tbe occiput could be dis- 
tinctly felt above the brim, m relation with the right sacro- 
iliac synchondrosis. 

It cannot be said that in this case tbe bead entered the 
superior strait with the face turned downwards, that is, by 
the mento-ftoDtal diameter. On the contrary, the relative 
positions of the body and head of tbe foetus showed that 
the iace, at the beginning of the labor, was turned towards 
tbe left side of the pelvis, and that the crown was turned 
downwards. The ciiin, being somewhat extended, was 
acted upon hy the circular uterine fibres, and forced below 
tbe brim, at the lell acetabulum, while the base of the cra- 
nium turned upon the condyles at tbe foramen as a lul- 
crum, and the oociput rolled upwards at tbe right sacro- 
iliac synchondrosis. This was evident from the order in 
which the different parts of the face successively presented, 
as the head was forced into the ptelvis by the uterine con- 
tractions. That is, first, the smooth, hard part of the head, 
felt at the beginning, which must have been the brow ; 
next the malar bone: then followed in succession, the 
cheeks, tbe nose, tbe lips, and the chin. It was in this 
manner that tbe fcetal head entered tbe pelvis, by the 
Buper-occipito-frontal and the mento-bregmatic diameters. 

This mechanism pl^ly indicates the mode of treatment 
that .ought to be employed to correct tbe malpositions of 
the head in face presentations; that is, it shows that the 
chin and vertex ought to be restored to their normal posi- 
tions, by bringing down tbe occiput with the hand, the 
vectis, or one blade of the forceps. The uterus would 
then assume its central position, and the labor would ter- 
minate with a vertex presentation. In making this 
change, the chin is r^sed out of the pelvic cavity by the 
mento-bregmatic diameter; the forehead is then raised 
ftbore the brim by the super-occipito-frontal diameter, and 
the occiput brought below the brim by tlie occipito-breg- 
matic diameter. So that tbe long diameter of the head 
does not interfere in changing the face to vertex presen- 



tataon. But in this case, as the os uteri was fully open, 
all the soft parts relaxed, the foetal head comparatively 
small, and tbe labor progressive, I concluded not to inter- 
fere, but to carefully observe tlie mechanism of the labor. 

The forehead now pressed against the spine of the right 
ischium, and the chin upon tlio soft parts at the left fora- 



1 ovale. A few severe labor- 






t caused the 



head to rotate, and forced the chm forwards and down- 
wards until it passed under the pubic arch ; while the occi- 
put sank below the brim at the right sacro-iliac synchon- 
drosis, and glided under the promontory of the sacrum. 
The face was now just within the vulvte, and the mento- 
frontal diameter was nearly parallel with the antcro-poe- 
terior diameter of the outlet. IHiring this process of 
rotation and descent, no artificial means to hasten delivery 
ought to be resorted to, except in extreme cases, because 
the chin, after turning under the ramus of the puhes, can- 
not be elevated above the brim by acting above the occi- 
put; and the forceps cannot be applied without placing 
one blade upon some part of the face, when traction wonld 
do more or less injury. 

The whole power of the uterus was now directed upon 
the condyles at the great foramen, and forced the occipital 
arm of tbe cranial lever outwards, while the chin and lips 
became stationary, as a fulcrum, under the pubic arch, until 
the occiput rolled over tbe perineum ; the nase of the cra- 
nium having been acted upon as a lever of tbe third kind; 
so that the head passed through the ouliet by the mento- 
frontal, the mento-brcgmattc, and the mento-occipital dia- 
meters ; and not by tbe pretrachelo-frontal, the pretrachelo- 
bregmatic, and the pretrachelo-occipital diameters, as stated 
hy CazeauE. The shoulders enterad the pelvis by the left 
obUque diameter ; the lell passed under the arch, and the 
right over the perineum, white the face turned towards 
Ibe motlier'a left thigh. Mother and child did welL 

The treatment during this last stage ought to be non- 
interference, unless the bead be large and the pelvis small, 
when the blades of the forceps can be easily passed over 
the ears, as in vertex cases. Traction, however, must not 
be made in the same manner; but in the direction of the 
long axis of the uterus, so as to aid nature in the ezpul^on 
of the occiput 

I have met with hut one labor with a face presentation, 
in addition to those already published, in which the vertex 
was brought down by artificial means. In June^860, 1 
attended Mrs. M. residing in 36th street. New York, in 
labor with her third child. The membranes had been rup- 
tured five hours before I saw her. The lace presented, 
w'ltb the chin, at the right foramen ovale, and the forehead 
at the spine of the left ischium. The os uten was well 
opened and relaxed. The right malar bone and cheek, the 
superciliary ridge, the nose, lips, and chin, could be easily 
distinguished, din examination externally, I found a de- 
cided left obhquity of the uterus, with Ke placenta attached 
to the fundus uteri, and the occiput above the brim of the 
left sacro-iliac synchondrosis. The patient told me that 
" the womb had been in that position for some days." I 
passed up the right hand along the left side of tbe bead to 
the occiput, bent the fingers over it, and drew down the 
vertex, while presdng the uterus with tbe other hand to- 
wards the median line of the ^domen. I then turned the 
occiput forwards to the left foramen ovale, waited for 
strong labor pains, and witbcjrew the hand. The uterus 
now assumed its central position, the vertex presented, 
with the head in the left occipito-anterior position, and in 
little more than one hour the woman was delivered of a 
male child that weighed eleven and a half pounds. Mother 
and child did well. 

Now, admitting that the above views and suggestions 
are based upon correct principles, let us consider (or a mo- 
ment, what would be the probable results if they were 
practically adopted in some Lying-in Hospital. For illus- 
tration, 1 will refer to a paper, published in, 1859, by Pro- 
fessor Vonhelly, chief physician to the Lying-in Hospital at 



Prague. He st&tes, Uiat during hi* superintendei 
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that charity, there occurred fiftj-eigbt labors with &ce 
preaeatations, in thirteen of which the children were boro 
dead ; making upwards of eighteen per cent. One waa 
putrid, and the remaining twelve were Btilt-bom ■ the pro- 
cess ofparturilion in i£ the cases having been left to na- 
ture, '^t this learned and experienced accoucheur adopts 
the ^rCTBiling opinion, and repudiates all attempts to 
change a face to » ti^ tex preseotatiou. But, with deibr- 
ence, I contend (hat if the malpositions of the foetal heads, 
in the cases he has repor(«d, had been corrected in the 
manner proposed above, each of thoee twelve children 
would have had all the chances for Uie that a normal ver- 
tex presentation can offer. 

I will now briefly noiJce that description of labor, wi^ 
presentation of the face, which termioates witfi the chin 
poising over the perineum. Velpeau supposes such a variety 
of lace presentation possible. But Cazeaux denies that it 
can take place; because, be says, the long diameters of 
the head would interpose. Dr. Murpby, and some other 
writers on midwifery, have adopted this opinion. Tyler 
Smith believes- that, under ordimiry drcumatances, such a 
mode of termination is impossible without inatrumenta. 
But Smelhe, in bis second volume of the edition mentioned 
above, describes three labors, with face presentations, Uiat 
terminatedymith the chin over the penneum. In two of 
tbem he delivered with his forceps, and saved one of the 
intnta. And at page 279, he records the only case of a 
BucceesTuI natural delivery in such a labor, that I have 
seen. He says: "I plainly distingnisbed the face and the 
chin backwards at the coccyx. In two paios more the 
face and the forehead protruded the posterior parts in form 
of a large tumor, the perineum and fundament were greatly 
lengthened; the vertex and occiput slipped out from below 
the pubes, and the forehead and face turned up irom the 
perineum." 

I have not seen a labor of this description. But in 
February, 1859, a case occurred in my practice that will 
illustrate the manner in which such face presentations ori- 
ginate, and will show that they may be converted into 
vertex presentations by external manipulation. A lady, in 
labor with her fifth child, had severe pains for seven hours. 
The head was at the superior strait, the os uteri was well 
open and relaxed, and an irregular surface presented 
through the membranes. An external examination dis- 
doeea a decided ri^t obliquity of the uUnis, which had 
been stationary for six weeks, with a large placenta at- 
tached to the fundus. The occiput could be felt high above 
the brim, at the left acetabulum: the lac« being turned 
downwanls, ahd presenting at the superior str^t. The 
labor-pains being severe, I slowly forced the occiput down- 
wards with one hand, while pressiue the uterus towards 
the median Une of the abdomen with the other, until the 
h«id entered the pelvis, in the left ocdpito-anterlor posi- 
tion, when the labor soon terminated with a vertex presen- 

The history of this case shows that the mechanism of 
labors, with this description of ioce presentation, is the 
same as that in which the chin passes under the pubic 
arch, the termini of the cranial diameters being simply 
reversed. And from the success of the external manipula- 
tion, we may safely infer, that a presentation of the face, 
w&ch would ternunate with the chin under the pubes, 
may be prevented by a similar treatment, when the brow 
preaeD(& and the occiput con be felt ^love the brim, on the 
same side, 
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and the person^ty sworn under £50(KI, 
to his OEdy son. To the Medical Benevolent Fund and the 
Eoya] Medical Benevolent College he has left legacies of 
£100 each.— Lancet. 

Tbe Brit. Med. Jour, ridicules the Story recently in cir- 
oolation thai forty-three children were inoculated with 
qrphilis through the medium of vacoine lymph. 



THE PBESEllT 

STATUS OF* PSYCHOLOGICAL MEDICINK 
Br L PARIOOT, M.D., 

I. — Ihtboddotobt Remarks. 
Tab motto inscribed on tbe banner of the medical profee- 
sion, might well consist of one word only — PnoDKasE ; for, 
devotion to those who suffer as well bodily as mentally, 
sacrifice accompanied by real self-denial, is, and will be, the 
characteristic distinguishing the medical from all other pro- 
feswons. There is no other profession in which the lives of 
its members are constantly in danger; in the dissecting 
room, in hospitals, in inlected garrets or hovels, and finally, 
on the battle-field medical men meet death, and as it were 
at every step. Still, they are ever found ready to accom- 
plish their duty whatever their destiny. 

It might properly be asked of every pioneer in the 
field of pubUc beneficence, in the langu^e addressed by 
the primitive inhabitants of this island to evenr stranger — 
Wkoarithouf Whieh God doet (flou adoref What m-» 
ihy iofapimef Changing only the terms, the writer would 
say that, in community of spirit, feeling, wid duty with his 
American brethren, he has always worked wid atriven, to the 
best of his abihlies, for the lienefit of sufferers, eapedally 
tlioae who labor under mental afflictions ; that truth having 
always been lie object of his search, he is ready to accept 
it from others ; and finally, that his desire of promoting 
science never interferes with his respect for personal cha- 
racter and convictions. 

It is intended in this and subsequent articles, to ascertain 
the actual state of medico-psychological science, viewed, 
perhaps, from a different pomt than is usually taken, and 
considered ui reference to what might accelerat« ila pro- 
gress in this and other States of the Union. 

To accomplish this object, it will be necessary to inquire 
into public opinions on insanity, to learn whether, as in 
Europe, there exist prejudices wainst insane peiBons, and 
even against thoir physicians. A very important point also 
to be examined, in its relation to the advance of psychia.- 
tiy, is the moral position or conditions in which medical 
officers of pubhc and private asylums, and even general 
practitioners, are placed by circumstances. Although they 
may have ready means of study, can they, in proportion to 
these facihties, promote that special branch of medicine? 
The solution of this question dependa, in a certain degree, 
upon the acicnowledged necessity of the pubUc teaching of 
psychiatry in every medtcal tchoel or coUegt, with practical 
cUnipia, in every public asylum ; or for largo towns, in 

Eecial and smaU establishments in which recent cases 
Duld bo received gratuitously for that purpose. Thi^ 
or any better analogous regulation would, in a few years, 
give sudi pre-eminence (o Amerioan psychiatry, that two 
great results would be obtained by it ; fir»t, a considerable 
benefit in the per-centage of cures, and at the same time ft 
diminution of insanity in the middle and superior classes ; 
and, secondly, a great example given to other countries 
where, in spite of many sdvants^es of all kinds, this 
braodi of knowledge is neglected m the very face of ths 
daily increase of insanity. Concerning hcepital& public 
asylums, and the so-called IVe«-air Aiyiumi (whicn migU 
hereafter be instituted), tbeir regulations will be (he object 
of our attention, regarding e^ieciatly onepoinl, their thera- 
peuHcal organaation, which, in fact, is the fundamental 
object of all such institutiouB ; there is a great law which, 
owing to the ignorance of administrative power, has never 
been properly appreciated, viz. that the proportion of tlia 
medical staff to the number of patients, ought to be such, 
that the latter should be really nnder medical trsatoiBnt. 
This (Aject is not thus obtained ganerally ; we danji invohm- 
tarily, the ri^t and facilities of being cured, whilst, at tha 
same Ume, ue burden of public oharitv is unneoeasarily 
increased. It should be inquired, also, how medicu 
ledgers could be kept so as to obtain accurate, sdentifie 
records in which diunoma, treatment, etc, may be prcnerly 
~ " ve bean atmck by this ofif^tM in Eiu&. 
scoyGOOQie 



studied. We have b 
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Eean establishmenta, and tbink, that no medical staff of any 
ospital should ever shrink before the consequences of a 
contre-enptrlue made by any pbyBician wbatcTer be tbe 
school to which he maj pertaiu. If our public institutions 
are open to the public ; if our clinics are free ; why should 
we not have the game moral control over tbe opinions en- 
terttuned in. an asylum by any physician on difficult oases 
under his treatment? All such regulations, and others of 
perhaps minor importance, are too much under the direct 
or indirect influence of administrative power, such sa go- 
veniments, corporations, boards of visitors, trustees, govern- 
or. The responsibility should be entirely with the medi- 
cal stafT. It might then be seen, that the' reflations would 
minister to the wants of tbe insane. But in the contrary 
case, they often have proved to be the means of forming 
a coIlectiTe power, exercised by petty rulers, each of whom 
acta without real responsibiUty. It will lie well, also, to 
inquire bow far the- concentration of hundreds upon hun- 
dreds of patients in oue immense building, setvea the great 
purpose of curing the Kreateet possible number. In 
some of these t>ad1y regulated institutions in Europe, we 
found a sort of administi-ative mechanism, in which nobody 
could take a real interest from a tyrannical power that 
governed each officer, and in which, consequently, the phy- 
ncians were not much above the smallest officer, even a 
porter I It is very probable, and I hope certain, that such 
abuses do not exist in free America, where inquiries may 
be conducted with perfect liberty, and the results be made 
public Some institutions may, however, have been made 
in imitation of those abroad, and something, in that respect, 
might be wanted in regard to liberal principles. Next 
occurs tbe question as to the necessity of estabhshing com- 
missions in lunacy in eveiT State of the Union. They may 
be regarded as the balancing power between administrative 
authority of public o[ private asylums, and the guardian of 
the laws that protect the insane. Such commissions, in- 
vested with legal authority for the benefit of all parties, 
have everywhOTe exercised that power of invesljgation and 
redress in sudi a manner that authorities and physicians 
have been encouraged to the entire fulfilment of their re- 
^>ectJve functions, and even found the necessary protection 
in special cases. One of our subjects will be, also, the 
necessary legal and scientific guarantee, that justice is 
done in the application of the law where, in consequence 
of judicial ana medical power, free citizens are deprived of 
their Uberty in public or private asylums ; too much atten- 
tion cannot, be given to such acts, as regards all the parties 
engaged, and especially physicians. They are of great im- 
portance, and public and authentic records could, at any 
period, show that they were grounded on justice and 
science. Finally we intend to study tbe laws of this and 
other States of the Union in their civil and eriminal apph- 
cation to lunatics, in order to see how far they secure the 
good administration of Justice, regarding the rights, for- 
tuneaL and even lives of those who are of unsound mind or 
who fbign insanity. 

We have thus briefly reviewed the range of our future 
inquiries. We shall have recourse to documents, and 
would gladly receive personal information and advice from 
thoae interested in these studies. If we fail to convince 
our readers of the neceswty of reforming abuses or negli- 
gences, if we fail to show the necessity of employing new 
means of treatment for the insane, it will not be from 
want of conviction of the great misery, destitution, and 
neglect, that thousands of insane suffer either in their own 
bmilies or in pubUc institutions. I do not except tbe 
beat, because there is nothing perfect; we have often been 
pained to witness thoee evils, first, in the very targe asylum 
m which I acted many yeara as chief physician ; then in 
those over which I had the right of inspection ; and at last 
in other pubLc and private institutions which 1 have vimted 
in foreign countries; prejudices, worn-out customs, intri- 
cacy of r^iilations and administrative inertia, are every- 
where the greatest impediment to reform. Still, true re- 
forms must come, and all who have witnessed the miseries 



of the insane, have tbe duty imposed upon tlieir conscience, 
never to abandon the cause of theee unfortunates, whoever 
they may be, whatever be their color, and however distant 
they may be from us. 
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cakii an^ cuboid bona have been snccessfulJy 
removed. And whilst a ancere conviction of its possi- 
bility and propriety influenced me firom the moment of my 
first examination of the case, a counterpoise was to 1m 
found in a want of precedent, or authority, which might 
shield me tnm implied censure in the event of a failure. 
My examination of standard works gave me no light; not a 
single surgical authority that I consulted had advised the 
operation. 

The following passage fh>m Professor Fergusson may be 
taken as an epitome of what is held by leading%ur^eoiis in 
reference to this class of operations : " Such oprerations are, 
under any circumstances, extremely difficult, and in most 
instances more dangerous to the patient thsJi amputation 
at the ankle or in the leg." In reflecting upon the anato- 
mical connexion of the bones involved, it does not seem 
surprising that the operation has not been advised. WitJi 
these important connexions, and the place these bones 
occupy in making up the body of the foot, it may well 
have been an important question, of what utility the foot 
(»uld be after tiieir removal 7 

It seemed strange then, as now, that under the drcum- 
Btances I should have been nerved to perform such an ope- 
ration, thus saving a limb, and rendering it permanently 
useful, while the whole surgical world iccommended am- 
pulatton. Few have a higher regard for the legitimate 
principles of surgery, or are more willing to yield to supe- 
riors than myself; yet ihere may be convictions and a con- 
tnirrence of circumstances, whict now and then Justily tht 
end, and the roind yields to that irresistible persuasion, 
whether inberent, casual, or educational. IJuch were the 

Com. — The subject of the present operation was the son 
of Philip Morris, iet. 15, bving five miles from Brookville, 
Bracken CO., Ey. Constitution good, with the exception 
of a slight scrofulous diathesis. Ten days previous to his 
attack, he was rendering some help aboyt the fiurm, by 
wbicb he was caused to stand for some time with his bare 
feet In cold spring water, there exerting himself until his 
body become very much heated. In a few days after, 
acute pain commenced in the right heeL extending up- 
wards and about the ankle ; swelling, rednesa,'and acute 
inflammation set in. Twelve days after tbe pain Dr. Corlis 
opened the swelling an inch below the external moBeobu. 
At the end of seven weeks, I saw tbe boy ; the heel and 
ankle were much swollen with a purplish cast of skin, and 
no less than three nnutes fonned on tbs outer and poste^or 
part of the foot A probe wsa readily pushed into the ca- 
vity of tbe ot caieit and up as far as the etiboid bone. The 
evidence of disease seemed lo be conclusive as to the oa 
calcis. Ailer a consultation with Dr. GorUSj I communi- 
cated my apprehension as to tbe extent of disease, ex- 
pressing a reasooabie hope and desire to save the limb, even 
in the event of the cuboid being diseased. Told Mr. Mor- 
ris with the use of the chloroform tiiere would be but 
slight, if any suffering, and if the operation did not succeed, 
his foot coiSd be amputated afterwards. On the one part 
it gave him a chance for his limb, on tie other none. Jir. 
Morris was manly and prompt in submitting tbe case to 
our judgment, and on the 5th of August, 1857, Drs. Corlis, 



Hobday, and Bobinson, assisting, I oommieiteed the qi 
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tioD after the mumer of Dr. Camochan for Ihe 
the oacAlcis. 

Operabaa. — I may describe the first part of the opera- 
tiOD in bis own luigaage. "An incision was made on the 
outer margin of the t«ndo-Achilli«, commenciti^ about ao 
inch above the ezteroal cnalleoliu, aod extending dowa- 
wards to the lower and outer part of the hecL to a point 
half an inch above the plantar border of the foot. From 
the termination of this incision another was made to ex- 
tend along the outer aspect of the foot to 'within an inch of 
the posterior extremity of the fifth metatarsal bone. From 
the upper part of &e first incision another was made 
directly across the lower part of the lee, terminating a 
little within the inner marein of the tendo-Achillis, at its 
wpp^T part, the two flaps thus formed were reflected, the 
outer Irom the external aspect of the oa calcia, the inner 
from its internal surftce, carefully protecting the posterior 
tibial artery and nerve as well as the adjoining tendons." 
The tendo-Achillis was then divided, one fourth of an inch ' 
from its insertion, the external lateral Ucamenta cut asun- 
der, and the joint between the astragalus and os calcis 
entered from behind. The os calcis was so completely dis- 
organized, as to admit of but Uttle leverage towards its 
(eparation from the astragalus and cuboid. The operation 
was thus far both tedious and difficult, it being with much 
difficulty that the inler-oseeous hgament and the calcaneo- 
cuboid connexions were broken up. The greater part of 
the OS calcis was removed in fragments ; upon ils comple- 
tion, difficult and tedious as it was, it was found that the 
cuboid was involved. 

The incision upon the outer surface of the foot was ex- 
tended up a Uttle above the connexion of the Gflh metatar- 
sal bone with the cuboid. Portions of the cuboid which 
were disorganieed were removed, fragment'by fragment, 
and finally the remaining third of it in a body. Sponging 
and a careful examination of the surrounding bone^ showed 
the commencement of the disease in the astragaius upon 
the outer and under surface where it joined and lay upon 
the OS caJcis. This fortunat«ly was but slight, and was 
clipped off with the bone nippers, and (he suspieious part 
dusted with pulverized caustic. 

At this stage of the operation the wound looked fright- 
ful The foot hung, loose, lank, and wreck-like, as thoueh 
it had passed through a threshing machine. The edges of the 
wound were brought together, and secured by tie inter- 
rupted suture, strips of adhesive plaster were passed 
entirely around the ankle and foot, leaving an opening at 
the lower portion of the wound. Before closing the 
wound the extensive raw surface was sparingly sponged 
with a mixture of turpentine and brown sugar, and at i^ch 
Boocesuve dressing tnose pwrUons which seemed most in- 
clined to slough, were dressed with an application of tur- 
pentine and brown sugar (equal parts in weight). 

Some time in the month of December he was able to 
bear considerable weight on his foot. The succeeding 
q)ring and summer, the boy walked two miles to school, 
and now by the use of a padded shoe on the inude, he 
works regularly upon Ihe farm ; and as he moves from you, 
it is not easy to observe the slight catch or halt in his gtuL 
The first time I saw the boy after his recovery, he was 
en^ged in ploughing, 

AnavnA, Kv., Jul, ISIS. 



Hbilte of Pbovioencx, R. I. — The population of this 
dty, in 1860, was 60,666: of this number, 4,912 were 
whites, and 1,537 were colored ; 23,694 were males, and 
26,772 were females. The deaths in 1861 were, to total 
population, 1 in 48-2 ; to white, 1 in 49-7 ; to colored, 1 in 
24'4 ; to male, 1 in 471 ; to female, 1 in 49-2. There was 
no death by small-pox. 

A new edition of ProC Gross's System of Surgery is 
annoimced— enlarged and improved. It augurs well for 
the progress of Ameri^n Surgery, that the first edition of 
this Cyclopcedia has bAn so soon exhaiist«d. 
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TBHES CASES or PKACTOBE OF TI 
[B^iortad b^ Jahu L. LirrLa, U.D., R«ldent Baiftoii.] 

Fraotores of the body of the scapula are of very rare 
occurrence, a circumstance explained by its deep and co- 
vered position and its great mobility. Hamilton states, 
that among 2368 fractures reported from Hotel Dieu, 
daring a period of twelve years, only four examples of 
fracture of the scapula are recorded ; and out of 1901 
fractures occurring at Middlesex Hospital only eight were 
fractures of the body of the scapula. Hamilton himself has 
seen but two examples, and in view of its extreme rarity 
it is interesting to report the three following cases, all of 
which were under treatment in this Hospital at the same 
time. This accident is always produced by direct violence, 
operating with great force, as the history of the following 
cases will illustrate; — 

Cask 1.— William Hood, kL 38, Scotland, laborer Admit- 
ted November 20, 1861. pr. Jno. Watson, attending, sur- 
geon.) Patient fell down the bold on board the steamer 
Star of the West, a distance of 16 feet, striking upon the 
back of the shoulder of the left side. On examina^on, 
there is found a fracture across the body of the scapiJa. 
Patient cannot raise his hand to his head. Crepitus dis- 
tinct. 

Gabb 2. — Michsel Lyons, est 26, Ireland, laborer. Ad- 
mitted December 4, 1861. (Dr. Geo. A. Peter*) Patient 
slates that he was run-over by a cart loaded wiu coal, the 
wheel passing over the posterior surface of his shoulder ; 
the probability is, that the wheel struck his shoulder while 
^ing oa his face. On examination there is considerable 
ewoUing over right scapula, with tenderness on presaure. 
No crepitus. Patient is unable to raise his hand to his 
bead. Seven days after the injury, the swelling having 
subsided, patient was again examined. By placing one 
hand over the scapula, and with the other moving Iha 
patient's arm backwards and forwards, distinct crepitus 
could be felt, and further examination revealed a firacture 
of the scapula, the fracture running diagonally across the 
body of the bone. 

Cask 3. — Tim. Flanegan, kL 32, Ireland, painter, Ad- 
mitted Dea 9, 1861 (Dr. Peters), having a short time prCr 
vious been jammed between the paddle-wheel and the 
boaL On examination, patient is unable to raise his hand 
to his head, and 'is also unable to lift his elbow from his 
body more than eight inches. There is also en abrasion 
situated a little below the spine of the scapula of lefl side. 
On resting the hand over (he bone and moving patient's 
arm, crepitus conld be felt under the hand. After swelling 



bad Bubsded, the scapula could be seized at its lower >^e 
and the fragments could be moved upon each other, ^e 
direction of the firacture was from below, upwards and in- 



wards, across the body of the scapula. 

In all these cases the treatment was, aimplj^ to place the 
arm of the injured ude in a sling. No appreoialde defum- 
ity resulted in eUher case. 



BiHJAUiN Lec, M.D., has assumed (he editorial manage- 
ment of the Americaii Mtdical Mtmihlj/ during (he absence 
of Dr. Douglas at the seat of war, Drs. Thomas, Bumstead, 
Jaoobi, Elsber^ and Parigot, are collaborators. 

DAvroWoonxL M.D., editor of the Pocvfe ifMUmJ Jour- 
nal, SaoramMito, CaL, baa entered the army, and Jamea 
Blake, M.D., of Sacramento, has become the editor of that 
jonmaL 

Amast ™, T.) MxDiOAL OoLUtoi held its annual oonj- 
meocement Dec. 28th. The valedietory addren wae givea 
by Dr. James HcNangbton. The number of grwinatM 
wat^ghteen. 
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NEW TOEK ACADEUr OF MEDICIN3B. 

SuTiD UiRisB, noTsmlMC 10, ISA. 

DE. JAMES ABDEBaOIi, FKESIDENT, JS THE CHAIS. 

DIBOITBSIOX or DR. FORDTOI BARKER'S PAfEB OH TBI VBt Or 

>JJJBT Hr i' I Ca IN UIDTrtTERT.* 

Db. Pearuu considered the use of anesthetics id obstetrics 
OS a qaestioD of the qtmoBt practical importance, and thou^t 
that so &r BB the use of chloroform is conceraed. Dr. 
Barber's paper had exhausted the subject Dr. P. was not, 
hofrever, prepared unqualifiedly to endorse all the proposi- 
tions appended to the paper. The second clause of the first 



first, it did not follow logicatly from Kay data presented in 
the paper, inasmuch as Uxo writer had not before compared 
chlorotbnD, in respect to its safety, with any other anssthe- 
tic went ID obatatrio practice ; and secoDdly, Dr. P. be- 
Ueved that when the comparative effects of sulphuric ether 
and (dilorofoiTD are statistically determined, it will be found 
that the former is quit« aa safe as the latter. There may be 
otheE reasoDB why chloroform is preferable to ether on the 
whole, but no facte have yet oome to lisht, so far as Dr. P. 
was aware, which rationally ai^gest the conclusion that 



the effects of chloroform are quite different, so far as its 
dangers are conoemed, when used in obstetric practice, 
from those produced iD surgical operations; and had 
■satgned tiie reasons. We are then to-night to confine the 
diflcuSiioD to the effects of (neestbetics in obttetrira ; and 
after this aabject is dif^sed oi; Dr, P. hc^ed the subject of 
amesthetJcs in surreal mactice would be discussed by the 
Academy as an enbrely distinct one. 

Dr. barker had objected to the statement of the Com- 
mittee of the Boston Society for Med. Improvement, that 
■U aniesthetice are dtprating ^nts, and had adduced a 
oaae to show that sometimes, at least, chloroform is not so. 
It had occurred to Dr. P. on reading that very able report 
that the expression "tedative ageots " wonld have been a 
more accurate one. An anrasChetic effect is a sedative 
effect, but not necessarily a d^restng one. 

In regard to Ihe increased danger of runtnre of the peri- 
neum from tiie t»e of chloroform or of ether, Dr. P. wonld 
. record bis disbelief of any such increase. In the first 
place, he had never seen an^ statistics in proof of it; and 
secondly, tfae theory on whidi it was inferred d priori that 
such would be the case, is itself untenable merely as a 
theory. It is alleged, to account for the supposed greater 
frequency of perineal rupture in anrestheaia, that the female, 
being insenmble, and not expresung pain by her cries, ana 
therefore not opening Ihe glottis during the powerful ccn- 
traction of the abdominal muscles in the expulsive stage, 
to diminish their power, but on the contrary, thus allowing 
tiieir taH force to be expended upon the resiatii^ perineum, 
causes the latter to give way before it is eumciently dis- 
tended to allow the Tcetal bead to pass. Rupture of the 
perineum, therefore, occurs because distenNon, and the 
expulsive force of the abdominal muscles, are not proper^ 
correlated; the latter being relatively in t.^lm degree. It 
follows then that if the distension be ^so mcressed in an 
equsl ratio with the expulsive force, no rupture occurs. 
Now, it is well established, Dr. P. supposed, that both 
chloroform and ether do relax the perineum decidedly and 
promptly; and hence they do not, he believed, increase the 
rupture of that part during parturition, and the theoiy 
itself, if rigbtiy^lied, provedjust the reverse of what it 
was generally assumed to prove. 

In regard to tfae greater danger of post-partum hnmor- 
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rhage after the use of aonethetics, Dr. P. remarked that two 
points were to be borne in mind. (I.) The ooagulabilitT 
of the blood is diminished by the use of ether, as Dr. P. 
thought had been pretty well established experimentjjly ; 
and so far, the tendency (o hfemorrhage would be increased, 
and he believed it actually is so, both by chlorofMm and 
by ether. But this is a fact of fu" lees importance in 
obstetrics than in surgery, since (2) the contraction of the 
uterus after parturition is the natural means of preventing 
heemorrhage ; and if this occurs, the object is certainly 
accomplished in spite of the diminished cos^lability of the 
blood. That this contraction does occur as certainly after 
the administration of ancesthetics. Dr. P.'s own obBerTati<Hi 
would certainly lead him to affirm. 

Finally, Dr. P. slated that in obstetric practice he had 
restricted the use of chloroform almost exclurively to cases 
of eclampsia and rigidity of the oe uteri, and of the peri- 
neum, in all other cases requiring an anesdietic he bad, 
'as a general rule, used the vapor of pure sulphuric ether. 
His reasons it would not be pnqwr for him in this connexitm 
to state at length. 

Dr. 0. R. Slhak, being invited to make some lemarloL 
was very glad to express the high esteem that he plaoed 
upon the paper which had been read, and continued : — The 
gentlemen who have spoken have generally mingled their 
commendation with some expreeuons of doubt and hesita- 
tion as to going the whole length with Dr. Barker. It is 
now, sir, mat I take the opportunity of saying that the 
experience that I have had with chloroform, and I have 
used it almost exclusively in obstetric oases — has compelled 
me to say, as the phrase has it> " ditto to my friend. In 
every one of the propositions that he makes I hare do 
hentation at all in saying that my experience has tMi^t 
me to prefer chloroform to ether. I have no doubt, no 
hesitation in the world in saying, that as often as I have 
ffiven this ageot both in natural labor, in difficult labor, or 
m the various complications of the process, I have never 
seen any evil effects follow its use. Ntvtr onct / As to the 
want of contraction after labor, which has been very much 
insisted upon, I can only sa^ that I have never seen such 
a case. Nervous perturbations may exist, but I have 
never seen them. In short, I have arrived at this condu- 
«on,— I, as at present advised, will not apply forceps with- 
out using chloroform I — point blank, wtll not! If I am 
overborne in the consultation and cannot help myself, then 
I say I cannot operate. When I have such an agent as 
chloroform, which, ss I believe, not only reheves suf^ng 
but increases by far the chances of the patient's recovery — 
when, I say, I have such an agent at hand, my conscience 
will not let me go on without it and operate, when I know 
that I could do so mnch better with it. I know, if I know 
anything, that the chances of recovery Irom it^ use ore 
very much augmented. It is not proper that I should 
detail the reasons or allude to any particular cases in sup- 
port of such an opinion ; every gontieman present, who has 
used chloroform in the reflUv severe operations, must be 
satisfied that die woman's chance is increased. Let me 
just for one moment allude to one particular case, bearing 
upon this point:— I was called to see a patient who had 
been in labor twenty-four hours ; it was an aim presenta- 
tion, and the limb bad protruded from the vulva fourteen 
hours. In consequence of misconoeption of the caSe by 
the physician, efforts had been made to push this arm back 
and bring down the head. As the result of ail this, an 
ordinary careful vaginal examination made the woman 
actually scream with pain. Under these circumstances, the 
arm extending from the vulva, and the shoulder packed 
down in the pelvis like the wad of a gun, I had to contem- 
plate the introduction of my hand into the cavity of the 
uterus. I was kindly aided in this case by my friend, Dr. 
Metcalfe, who administered the chloroform. The woman 
went to sleep, and when the delivery was completed — and 
the operation was a great deal the most difficiUt one I ever 
had— the patient's pulse was slower and calmer than when 
the operation was began. Th« ^peratioa ooctipied, one 
in izecoytjOOOle 
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hour. What would hare be«n the condition Qf that 
patieot without tba aiueetbetic 7 Scream I scraam I ahriek I 
shriek I uid then the nerroua power aU gone. Where 
would the pulae have been ? lou could not have felt itt ' 

Id condosion, be referred lo one point of practice whitb 
Dr. Bulcer did not sUude to in hte paper, and that had 
refer^ice to the adminintntioa of anienhetica aftei toae of 
blood. To illustrate thia point, be cited the case of a lady 
Buffering from puerperal conTulsioDs. lo whom chloroftmn 
was adminiatered immediately afler bleeding. The woman, 
continued be, made a UtUe resistance at first to the smell of 
the diloroform, then took four or five deep inspirations and 
stopped breathing 1 Then, after a torturinglj long while 
ahe took a long breath, and, as the gentleman ma; imagine, 
1 took anoUier. Now how did it affect this woman? — like 
a lightning flash. I suppose that the blood-veesels, having 
been previously pretty well empty, were ready to absorb 
an^ihmg that came in their way. The fact brought out by 
this case served in future to make me extra-careful with ho 
powerful an agent when much blood had been taken from 
the system. 

Dr. BARZEit. — The case to which Dr. Oilman ref^B, I 
recoUeot very distinctly. He related it to me shortly after 
its occurrence. Now it will be remembered in my pi^^r, 
that I am opposed to the use of chloroform in cases of pla- 
centa [OKvia ; and it is the recollection of this case Chat has 
always pre^nted me from administering it, because those 
caaee whii^Ihave seen have been bo much reduced by 
exceeuve loss of blood, that I feared to overwhelm the vital 
powers; and, moreover, the chloroform was almost ren- 
dered unnecessary, as far as any c^)ability for harm was 
concerned, as the patients were already, on account of this 
very toss of blood, in a partially anseathetic condition. 
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Dn. E. J. Tilt reports cases of this description in the last 
number of the Archiva of Medicint,v/ilb some remarks re- 
specting the conditions in which these products originate, 
and our limited means of modifying these conditions. He 
i« convinced that such cases are more Irequent than is siip- 
poeed, which may often explain the almost indefinite pro- 
longation of disease. A lady aged 25, healthy before mar- 
riage, whidi was at 23, consulted Dr. Tilt in September, 
1860. Since her marriage, menstruation became painful, 
and almost always accompanied by the passing of some 
flesh-likesubatancefrom the vagina. She was also annoyed 
by the frequent discharge of a glue^ matter, which did not 
yield to tonics and vaginal injections. The neck of the 
womb was found congested and painful, both lips of the as 
deeply excoriated and red. It was considered an instance 
of uterine inflammation produced by marriage ; and im- 
proved under the influence of an occasional application of 
the nitrate of silver. The menstrual flow being limited to 
the discharge of a small quantity of red mucus, she was 
ordered to tatbe her feet in warm water, to inject warm 
. water into the vagina, and apply hot poultices to the abdo- 
men, which not only increased the flow, but there was dis- 
charged, with severe pun, an unbroken sac, containing 
Uquid blood. The abraded surface was afterwards coated 
with the solid nitrate of silver, and alum and einc injections 
ordered, with external use of mercurial ointment, and exL 
belladonuz and the iodide of potassium, to be taken in a 
oompouttd infusion of gentian. The uterine cast, after three 
days maceration in apint| was in two fragments, and 
described as follows : — " When adjusted, they r^nind one 
pretty well of the cavity of the wound regularly distended. 
Each fragment is about two inches and a Half in length, an 
inch and a half wide, and atwut a line in thickness. One 
■ids of these rosmbnuies has the rough and flocoular appear- 



ance of the decidual membrane as it is detached from the 
womb, and tlie other side is soft, smooth, and punctuated 
like the inner surface of the same membrane by the opeo- 
ingB of the uterine glands." He regards this case as att 
instance of sexual influence operating on the womb, either 
directly or mediately, by the ovaria, caunng the periodical 
exfoliation of the uterine mucous membrane, independent 
of inflammatory action ; the inflammation of the neck being a 
secondary element of the case, and caused by its forcible di»> 
tension necessary for the passage of so Isige a body as is 
described above. Inflammation of the mucous follicles lining 
the cervix, explains the abundant ropy discharge ; and its 
alkaUne nature accounts for the excoriation of 3ie os. The 
monthly repetition of expethng a voluminous body through 
the neck or the womb, counteracted the curative effects of 
the treatment adopted. Tlie writer says he has never met 
with a case of deciduous dysmenorrhcea which was not ac- 
companied by inflammation of the neck, which he believes 
to be thcsequel, and cannot induce that condition which 
causes the mucous membrane of the womb to exfoliate. It 
is onl^ when distinct symptoms d internal metritis are 
■net with between the menstrual periods, that it can be 
(airly considered a cause of the e^tfoliation. The prognosis 
be condders bad. He has derived benefit from leeching 
the womb before menstruation, and the treatment adopted 
in this case. The tendency to exfoliation is sometimes 
worn out, but often the patients become didieartened at 
obtaining no relief^ and eeek other advice ; he therefore 
does not feel able to attribute the radical cure to any one 
remedy. The coincidence of uterine inflammation, whether 
cause or effect, shows the utility of leeches to the neck of 
the womb, of cooling or astringent injections, and of mer- 
curial and belladonna ointment applied to the abdomen. 
The condition of the os uteri indicates the local application 
of the nitrate of silver. By dilatiil^ the neckof the womb, 
we accustom it to allow the passage of a foreign body 
without too much pain, and thereby afford great relieC 

POISOHIHa BT BBLLADONHA. 

A. case of poisoning by belladonna is related in the Cin- 
eittnali Lantet and Obiervtr, for October, by Dr. Wiiley, of 
8t. Paul, Minnesota. The patient, his own child, ate thirty- 
five grains of the extract, mistaking it for that of liquorice. 
The peculiar symptoms of poisoning by this drug were soon 
manifest, and treatment at once commenced by emptying 
the stomach by means of sulphate of sine and ipecacuanha, 
of some half digested fruit, but no evidence of the poison, 
either by smell or color. The symptoms increased in vio- 
lence, and two ounces of olive oil were forced down bis 
throat, and an ftnems of twelve drone of laudanum in a 
leaspoonful of water administered, wiUi mustard to the feet 
and limt>s, and cold affusions to the head and &ce. At 
length the violent symptoms began lo subside, and periods 
of stupor to supervene, when the bowels not having moved, 
twenty grains of calomel were given with a view both to 
its cathartic and eliminating effect, and the stupor combated 
with vinegar, and strong coffee forced into the stomach, and 
administered per rectum. Complete coma ensuing, the gal- 
vanic battery was put in operation, and the strongest 
shocks applied over the regions of the thorax, neck, and 
spine, for four hours, without intermission, when the bene- 
ficial results became slightly apparent- The shocks were 
continued with varying intermissions — according to the 
stupor — for about fourteen hours. Coffee and beef tea 
were now administered, and the patient soon had two or 
three bilious and very offensive dejectiona About twenty- 
two hours afler the accident, the pupib began slightly to 
contract, and in thirty-six hours alter the poisoning, the 
left pupil was smaller than the right, and he saw objects 
double. This gradually passed off, and entire recovery 
followed. The efflorescence was observed over the entire 
body, until the coma and coU^iee came on, whan it wu 
seen only on the abdomen. 
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<i dialilled from 

o that directed in the Bdinburffk or DubUn Pharmaatpieia, 
for cheny laurel wat«r, und lelt to rest fort7'eigbt houre 
before separation, acquires, bj this simple operalJon, an ez- 
tremely sweet perfume, and agree^le taste of almoadg; the 
taste remains as long as the digestion lasts. Oil flavored in 
th^ way, could be taken bv many persons who reject it in 
iU oatural state. Castor oil is not sffect«d in its purgative 
acUoD by this prooees." 



iltnfruau SttMtal Wiwm, 



SATURDAY, JANtJARY 18, 1862. 



HOM(EOPATHY IN MILITABY HOSPITALS. 
The n. 3. Sehati is engaged in these momentoua times 
in the conuderatjon of a subject, in itselt) perhaps, the most 
fiiToloua which ever enlisted tlie thougbta of a rationaJ crea- 
ture, but which msj prove the most important act of the 
sesfdon. Sihatoh Qrimis, of Iowa, has introduced a bill 
placiag some of the military hospitals, at Waahiugton, 
under the charge of honiceopathisW, We do cot know 
why this class of medical practitioners are honored with 
such distinction, and we think other eystema have a just 
cause of complaint in Being overlooked by a Governmeat 
which the^ equally support, and which all are anxious to 
serve. If Gkivernment is about to institute experiments in 
its military hospitals, with a view to test medical theories, 
it does not appear why it should pass by Botanies, Hydro- 
patha, Eclectics, Mesmerista, Kneisopatha, etc. Viewing the 
homceopathic system of practice from a ralioDal, Bdentific 
standpoint, it must be regarded as the least worthy atten- 
tion of any now popular in this country. Indeed, ne 
know of no system so indefeiuible aa that which is engaging 
the attention of our honorable Senators. With do desire, 
however, to prejudge a question of so much importance, 
but earnestly seeking the welfare of our sick soldiers, we 
deem itour duty tQcontf ibute toour legislators such informa- 
tion as may be in our possession, in the hope of uding them 
in the formation of correct opinions as to the merits of the 
medical regime which they are urged to establish in our 
military hospitals. 

This is not the first time tikal a government has been 
petitioned to recognise homoeopathy, and grant it special 
privileges. Many European states have not only been thus 
petitioned, but have granted the prayers of the petitioners, 
and thoroughly tested its merits. The results of these trials 
will appear in the course of this article. Similar efforts to 
have public hospitals placed under their medical charge 
have also been made in this country by the partisans of 
Hahnemanism. On the occasion which we shall now 
notice, the whole subject was so thoroughly ^A«d, and the 
false pretenaons of this system so completely exposed, that 
» quietus was put upon their aspirations. 

In the year 1867, a resolution was introduced into the 
Board of Qovemors of the Almshouse Department^ New 
York, providing " that one-h^ of Bellevue Hospital should 
be set apart for the practic« of bomceopathy." A select 
oommiltee waa appointAd to repf^ upon tb« Bnbjectt of 



which the Hon. Washihotow Smith, one of the most intel- 
ligent civilians of the city, was chairman. The able Report, 
which this gentleman produced, bears evidence, on every 
page, of an unprejudiced review of the merits of the system, 
when thoroughly tesled in hospital practice. We earnestly 
commend to the serious consideration of our HoNoiusut 
Sematobs the following extracts from this reporL 

Alluding to the alleged claims of homoeopathy on the 
ground of its popularity, the committee advance the follow- 
ing coajnenlly just opinions : — 

" That this system is wide-spread, and that it has adher- 
ents among the intelligent portions of the community, is 
an argument that applies with et^ual force to every ^tem 
of medical ■ empiricism. The opinion of a man of simply 
gener^ intelligence, has properly no weight in regard to 
any new theory and its application to practice in any 
department of the arts or sciences. We sbould natural^ 
look for a reliable opinipn of the merits of such theory to 
the scientific cultivators of the art in which its application 
is proposed. Thus tested, the homoeopathic system must 
utterly fail to receive our sanction. We appeal in vun to 
its atmerents to point to a single medical man among its 
advocates in this city, whose scientific attainments in hirf 
own profession would entitle his opinion to our confidence. 
In DO department of science is there more acty'ity in the 
investigation of the principles upon which it is based, more 
acuteness )□ observation, or better logic in the deduction of 
practical precepts from such princi^es and observations, 
than in medicine. And yet Uie records of science show 
that all those who truly advance the several departments of 
medicine, all, without exception, both in this and foreign 
countries, belong to the ranks of the so-called regular 
system," 

But the Board was urged to grant the request because 
so many petitions were presented to them from respectable 
citizens. To this suggestion the Report replies ; — 

"But whence do these peiilJons emanate? Do they 
come to us from the inmates of the hospital who are to b« 
the subjects of the experiment? Do uie sick who crowd 
the wards complain of the incompetency of the medical 
officers, and of uie inefficiency of their treatment, and peti- 
tion us to change their medical attendauts, and introduce a 
new system of practice ? Do these petitions even emanate 
from the honest laboring classes of our city, whom the 
vicissitudes of life and the misfortunes of poverty may at 
any moment remove to the wards of Bellevue for relief to 
their bodily ills? These are questions which this Board 
would do well to ponder before it acts." 

The body of the Report consists of a careful collation of 
evidence bearing on the propriety of introduciog this sys- 
tem of practice into public hospitals. 

"But we are not left to simple conjecture as to the actual 
success of homceopathy as a system of medical practice. It 
is our duty, however, to inquire simply as to its success in 
hospitals; and on this head statistics are sufficiently nume- 
rous to prove its entire inefficiency and utter fulure wher- 
ever it has been tried. The following statistics have been ■ 
collected with care from authentic sources ; — 

"In 1829, by order of the King of Naples, a commission 
was appointed to test homceopathic remedies, under Uie 
following restrictions: — 1. The Commission shall consist of 
two protessors of the TTniversity of the Faculty of Medicine, 
two members of the Medico-Cbirurgical Academy, two 
members of public instruction, and the heads of the nospi- 
tal. 2. The Commi3sion| after having proved the attenua- 
tion of the homixopathic remedies, snail place the said 
remedies in a strong box, firmly closed, with two different 
locks, the keys of which shall be returned, one to the 
Director of the Ctinique, and the other to the nftnmissioneia 
charged with followmg the treatment. 3. The clinical ward 
„cn,GOOQlC 
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BhaU bave but a eingle dcior, guarded by a sentinel; its 
internal arrangements sbal! b« adapted to health ; it Bhsll 
not contun more than fifteen to twenty beds, and two aasistr 
ant phyucian^, one choeen by the attending pbyuciau, the 
other by (he comnuBBioners, who shall keep an exact register 
of all that happens to the patients, the changes in their dis- 
eased, their regimen, cures, 'and deaths, if any die, 4. The 
■dmisaion of patients affected with acute or chronic dis- 
eanes, shall be left to the choice of t]ie attending physician 
' and cammisionera, with this condition, that the attending 
physician ahall not be obliged to take patients known to he 
mcurable : nor ahaJI diseases equivocal be considered proper 
for positive experiments. 5. The commissioners having 
selected the class of diseases, the attending physician sbau 
make known the symptoms, administer the remedies, and 
preecribe the regimen. 6, Each day the condition of each 
patient shall he determined by the attending physician and 
commission. The result of this trial of lorty days of 
homCBopathic treatment under the observation of the com- 
mission named by the King of Naple^ was the conclusion 
tfaat not only is uiia treatment of no effect but that in cer- 
tain diseases it has the inconvenience of preventing the 
employment of remedies capable of effecting a cure. The 

Ehysician in attendance was M. de HoratOs, author of a 
omoMpathic work, and who had boasted of the most mw- 
TellouB cures. 

"Clot-Bey, Physician in Chief to the armies of the Viceroy 
of Egypt, states {AnnaL (U la Mtd. Physiolog., Sept 1834, 
Sncy. Deer. 183^ that a German bomceopathic physician 

eititioned the Council of Health to try this system in the 
oepital of Cairo, alleging its cheapness, etc. He was 
allowed (o select, and chose patients suffering from ophthal- 
mia and dysentery. The Counsel were convinced from this 
experiment that the hooiraopathic syatem was not entitled 
to their confidence. The foUowingis the conclusion of the 
Beport of the Council of Health : That the cures obtained 
' were due mmply to the hygienic and dietetic treatment 
adopted, and not at all to tne infinitesimal doses. So un- 
■ucce&sAil did this trial prove, that the homceopathic practi- 
tioner was ob^ged to abandon the country. 

" In April, 1832, a ward with thirty beds in the Hotel 
Dieu de Lyon was placed in charge of M. Ouerard, the 
most distinguished homceopathic physician of that city, 
with liberty to select his patients. He selected fifteen, suf- 
fering from febrile affections, pneumonias, erysipelas, 
'Catarrhs, etc. He viated them daily, and in presence of 
sixty students and several physicians, examined, prescribed 
homceopathic remedies, and directed the regimen. The 
experiment continued seventeen days, when the physician 
voluntarily retired. During this time there was no improve- 
ment in patients, nor advantage gained which could be 
aacribed to the homceopathic treatment. The physician 
attributed his Mure to the action of deleterious miasma 
alwayi txitting in hotpUaU, and' from which he could not 
protect his patients. He acknowledged that the remedies 
which produced such powerful effects in private practice, 
utterly failed in hospitals, owing to the emanations from 
the bodies of persons collectad together, which neutralized 
the infinitesimal doaes. — Oat. ii«d. de Paris, En«y. Nov. 
1833. 

"In 1834, M, Andral employed .homoeopathic remedies 
in one hundred and forty cases, in the Hdpital de la Fiti^ 
of Paris. The arrangementa of the ward, the regimen of 
the patients, and all the details of treatment, were carefully 
managed according to the directions of Hahnemann. The 
remedies were ail obtained from (he most eminent homceo- 
pathic apothecary in Paris, and administered with the most 
reli^ous exactness. The result of this trial proved the 
entire inefficiency of the remedies employed. It was found 
neoeasary in most of the cases to resort finally to the regn- 
Ur treatment— .SuZf. Gin. de ThtrapaO. 1834. 

" In 1835, the Homoeopathic Society of Paris petitioned 
the aothorities to establish a Homoeopathic Hospital and 
Dispensary. The minister referred the matter to the 
Academy of Medicine, which appointed a Commiaeion to 
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follows : That they had submitted the system of homceo- 
pathy to the most rigid testa in practice, without obiajning 
any other than negative results, so far as the action of 
remedies was concerned; while observation proved that 
grave dangers were liable to follow its adoption in severe 
diseases, from the neglect of proper and reliable remedies. 
If the authorities yielded to this request^ the advocates of 
Mesmerism, animal magnetism, etc., were equally entitled 
to have hospitals opened for the trial of their peculiar sys- 
tems, and thus every form of quackery would demand 
attention. They therefore advi^d that the petition be not 
granted. The Minister of Public Instruction, acting upon 
the advice of this Report, refused the petition. 

" In 1829, the Cwr of Russia ordered that the system of 
homceopathy shonld be tried in several military hospitals. 
For several years the practicu was continued, and reports 
of marvellous success were annually published, but it has 
entirely failed of obtaining the conhdence of Government, 
and by a recent edict it is forbidden to practise homoeo- 
pathy in the Russian territories. 

"Homoeopathy and allopathy were tried {B>uy. Jan. 

183fft in the Hospital " '* ' 

the following result : 

EnWnd. Curtd. D!«d. Samilnliic. 

In AUopathic Hospital, 457 364 — 93 

" Homceopathic " 128 65 5 68 

" Piorry states that he has tried numerous experiments 
with homceopathic remedies in Hotel-Dieu, all of which 
failed."— £Vicy. Apr. 1835, Soc. Sav. p. 88. 

" Bally used homoeopathic remedies four months in 
V Hotel-Dieu, with the following result, 'pas un malade n'a 
gueri par rhomoeopatiiie.' " 

" Dr. Guillot, of the Salpetri^re, gave ux beds to the 
homceopalhists, in 1849, for (he treatment of cholera. Of 
seven cases treated, all died.— Zancet, 1849, v. 4, p. 542. 

"The percentage of mortality in the Homosopathic Hos- 
pital of St Petersburgh, 1833-4, was sixteen and two-thirds 
per <xaL—Ena,. March, 1835. Jtrv. Med. p. 41. 

" Although homceopathy has existed nearly half a cen- 
tui^, and boasts of having overspread the civilieed world, 
and received the special patronage of the wealthy of every 
community bs well as government sanction, it claims for 
itself to-day but seven hospitals in which it is practised on 
the entire continent of Europe; and within the last year or 
two several of these have beon closed. The great Homoeo- 
pathic Hospital of Yienna, which has published annually 
the mostr wonderful results of treatment, and as far as its 
reports gave evidence, was entirely succesaiiil, has recently 
ceased to exist. 

" The Homoeopathic Hospital at Leipacfc, the home of 
the founder of this system, ceased with the death of Hah- 
nemann. The London Homceopathic Hospital has recently 
closed its doors. 

" But we need not multiply facta of this kind: enough 
has been given to prove to the entire satisfaction of your 
Committee, that this system has been thoroughly tested in 
hospitals, and found endrely inefficient. It is quite true 
that hospitals established by its partisans have publi^ed 
reports of the most flattering success of treatment^ bui (hey 
must be rejected in this discussion, because partisan. U 
such reports are reliable, why the (hilure of these very hos- 
pitals? Why i^ the homceopathic system expelled, not 
only from the hospitals of Russia, in which it has had years 
to establish itself, but even from the Czar's dominions? 
These are questions of grave import, and may well give rise 
to the inquiry in this community. Why are the sick poor of 
our city selected to be made tlie subjects of an experiment 
with this system of medical practice which has so repeatedly 
failed when put to the test of rigid investigation? If the 
cariosity of the few muif be gratified 4hy not choose the 
criminal for the experiment" 

With such facta before them the Committee came to the 
following condusioD: 
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" The juHt pride of every civiliied and ehrialian commu- 
nity is its public charities. They ai'e not only the criterion 
by which we may estii^ate its christian philaDthropy, but 
aiao its progress in (he arts of civilized life. Well may the 
citizens of Loudon, of Paris, and other coctincntal cities 
boast of their hoapitals, the growth of centuries, and the 
merited recipients of public and private endowments. To 
them flock Uie atudenls of every country, and from them 
emanate men learned in the laws of health and disease, and 
skiUed in all the subtile arts of healing. They are demon- 
atratine with m&themalical exactness the fact, that wisely 
and judiciously managed, the average of human life may be 
materially lengthened. So important, indeed, have they 
become to the well-being of the people, that tliey are incor- 
porated with state and city governments. Well may we, 
under whose fostering care the public charities of our city 
are placed, inquire what is the cnaracter of the medical offi- 
cers under which these hospitals have attained such cele- 
brity I The answer, witliout exception, ia, that they are of 
the same school of education and practice as that under the 
management of which Bellevue Hospital has for the last 
ten years so signally prospered. They have been men of 
profe3»op^ learning, emment as citizens, and olleu as 
statesmen, but always of one Echool — the so-called regular 

Ko unprejudiced mind can review such facts, without con- 
cluding tbat public autboHlicB who deliberately consign the 
helpless and confiding mck to the charge of medical men 
practising a system so inefiicieDt, incur a fearful responsi- 
bility. And that responsibihty assumes a tenfold import- 
ance when the »ck, who are to be subjected to this experi- 
ment, are the citizen soldiers who have sacrificed the com- 
forts of home in defence of their country. Around them 
Government should throw its protecting care, and tenderly 
guard their sick beds from the ruthless hand of medical 
charlatanism. 
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Kew York is not only a great commerdal centre for inland 
trade, but it supplies tc the cities and vill^es of the conti- 
nent, many of the contagious and infectious diseases with 
which they are afflicted. From its inexhaustible supply of 
small-pox, tiie nation is annually inoculated. At Washing- 
ton, this loathsome pestilence is rife; itprevulsezteneively, 
also, in Brooklyn. The following paragraph, from the Pro- 
vidence (R. I.) Evening Preu, of Jan. II, indicates the 
source of this infection : — 

"Nine-tenths of the small-pox in this city comes from 
Hew York. Tlicre arc now cases of varioloid on Friend- 
ship street, Transit street, and on Smith's Kill, all appearing 
within a few days, and aJl coming from New York. One 
of these cases, before the disease was recognised, spent some 
days in Fawtuckct, and many persons have been exposed 
there and here. Those who are not protected by vaccina- 
tion cannot attend to it too soon." 

Providence hai a most efScient sanitary police under the 
supervision of Dr. ^dwin M. Snow, an able sanitarian and 
accomphshed physician. So thorough is Sia surveillance of 
the pubhc health, that small-^pox is only known as an im- 
ported disease. 

One of two things is absolutely required; either that 
New York should abandon its pretensions to be the mart 
of the country, or that it should relieve itself of those pre- 
ventable diseases, •which are SO readily disseminated by 
every visitor and in every box of inercbandise. The intcr- 
dep«Ddeiice of the health of cities is well illustrated by this 
hOi, It matters little vhat is tiie state of the ptiblic health 



in Brooklyn, or even Providence, while New York is the 
great hot-bed of preventable diseases. Inter-communicv 
tton will inevitably diffuse the seeds of these scom^es of 
the poor, and they will certainly t^e root. This is a mat- 
ter in which the pubhc at large are interested. New York 
will not voluntarily reform its health department. There 
should come up a voice from the country, so power&l as 
to compel the necessary improvemenls. 

Wb notice in the Medical Monthly the announcement of 
a new work on Ntia Eemtdiea, by Dbs. S. R. Pmct and 
L. Elbsero, of this city. It is designed to embrace "all 
valuable medicinal agents introduced into the treatment of 
disease since the year 1830, detailing their history, descrip- 
tion, action, and usee, and giving the moet approved formu- 
ke of preparation, preservation, and administration." The 
authors are collecting their materials for the work, with the 
design of issuing it when our national difSculties are 
settled. 

Tdb Mends of sanitary reform in this city attribute the 
defeat of the Health Bill in the New York Legislature, three 
times in succession, to bribery of the basest kind. At the 
last session the Bill had acquired such a moral power, and 
was in such imminent danger of becoming a law, that the 
opponents of the measure had to give money on the most 
liberal scale. A morning paper et«ted during that period : 
" We understand that $10,000, in cold cash, went up from 
our city to Albany on Friday night, to defeat the Metro- 
politan Health BilL This was an ectra sum, and is under- 
stood to be on account of Street Sweeping," Many excel- 
lent, consdentioVis persons deny the corruptibility of our ^ 
Legislators, and rejecting all surmises, ask positive evidence. 
At length they are gratified. One of our City Fathers, who 
knows that whereof he speaks, if he does not always speak 
that whereof he knows, has publicly declared that he 
defeated the New York Health Bill last year by buying up 
the Legislature. At a meeting of the Board of Aldermen, 
on Monday evening, the following interesting colloquy 
occurred : — 

" The annual report of the City Inspector was receiyed. 

" Alderman Boole moved that 5000 copies be printed. 

" Alderman Brady tliought that 1000 cupies were enough. 
There was no use printing a large number to kill Ibe Health 
Bill in the Legislature. They had killed it three years by 
hard dollars, and that was where they beat the doctors. 
He knew the Legiatatnre cauid be bought. Thai vis tehat 
thej/ got the bitU up for. He had been tip lo ABiaiij/ lattytar 
and bought t^ the Ltgitlalure. 

"A Voice; — 'How much did it cost?" 

" Mr. Brady :— ' Well, sir 1 took np $6000, and slept on 
■■ between two bods at the Del a v -^ - + ■■ ^ ■ 
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Is it not time that the citizens of New York take notioa 
of the manner in which great public measures are defeated 
at Albany! Will they rest quietly under the odium of this 
charge, and allow the agents of bribery and corruption to 
boast (heir infamy in the public courts of the city ? 

The Fifty-fifth Annual Meeting of the Medical Society of 

the State of New York will be held in Albany on Tuesday, 
the 4th of February. In another column will be found a 
communication from the Secretary, Dr. Sv^vester D. Wil- 
i^BD^ to which we invite eQ>ecdal attention, not only for ita 
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just «nd pertioeDt aUusiona to the obligationa of the profes- 
aon of the State to Ihis Society, but also for its explana- 
tioa of the rules gOTemiug the election of delegates. 

Tbe reader w31 find below a highly interestuig letter on 
Ibtt sanitary condition of the army of the Potomac, by a 
moat competent medical obeerrer. It will gratify the pro- 
fession to team fiom such a source the high qualifications of 
the army surgeons of the volunteer forces, and the care that 
is taken of the pby^cal wants of the soldiers. We but 
repeat, we believe, the wish of every reader that the talented 
author would communicate his views on the diseases now 
prevalent in the camps. 

At the last meeting of die New Tork Patholo^cal Society 
the following officers were chosen for the coming year : — 
Dr. T. CPinnell, President; Drs. A. Voas and D. S.Conant, 
Vice-Pre» dents ; Dr. Geo. F. Shrady, Secretary ; and Dr. 
William B. Bibbins, Treasurer. 



ISstfttl litbtntiiriu. 

KmoEn's ELEcmo-MAaxEno MACsnn. 
Thb employment of electro-magnetosm in medicine is 

beginning to assume a proper importaiice. Since the inveH- 
tigatioDS of Matteucci, Du Jkiis-Reymond and others have 
thrown a flood of light upon obscure nervous Sections, and 
have led to a proper appreciation of treatment. That elec- 
tro-m^;netism is hereatter to form no inconsiderable part of 
this treatineut cannot be denied, and we ,must welcome 
any invention which tends to place this agency within tbe 
reach of the practitioner. The elecCro-magnetic machine 
of Ur. Kidder is one of the most oseful inventions of the 
kind with whidi we are acquainted. It has six currents 
differing in their magnetic, electrolyse, and Bensatiooal 
effects. It ia very portable, and very e^ly kept in good 
condition. We have witnessed its frequent employment 
in various medical cases, and tbe results have convinced us 
that in tbe hands of the judicious, scientiSc physician, a 
large dasa of diseases are more amenable to sum treatment 
than to any therapeutical mesosL 
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SANITARY CONDITION OF THE ARMY OF THB 
POTOMAC. 

{To tbe Editor of ths Akiucu Uidicu. Tum-l 
Sib : — Having just returned from an extended visit to our 
camps in Maryland and Vii^nia, I cannot refrain from ex- 
pressing the great gratiBcation I have experienced from 
what I have seen and heard, regarding the medical skill, 
care, and attention bestowed upon our troops, by the 
various regimental, hospital, and brigade surgeons, now in 
the employ of our Government. It is true that a great 
proportion of the surgical corps of the volunteer regiments 
are young men, but they appear remarkably well posted in 
all matters relating to sanitary, medicu, and surgical 
sciences^ and they very generally seem actuated, not only 
by an honorable desire of professional distinction and repu- 
tation, but also by the higher motives of patriotism and 
humanity. Knowing something from persona! observation, 
of the kind and degree of medicM and surgical skill bestowed 
upon the aick and wounded of tbe armies of foreign lands, 
I have no hesitation in expressing my belief, tliat in these 
respects our army surgeons will compare most fitvorably 
vriUi thoea of any European army. In matter* relating to 



hygiene and sanitary police, they are undoubtedly in 
advance of thoae of any other nation. Never have the 
sick and wounded of any army, of which we have any 
record, enjoyed so many luinriea, such careful and skilfiil 
nursing, and such judicious medical and surgical treatment 
ae OUT soldiers in Maryland, tmd over the Potomac, and 
doubtless, also, in other sections. Of course, there are indi- 
vidual exceptions to these remarks ; — A few of our army 
surgeons are occasionally, if not habitually, intemperato; 
but such cases are comparatively rare, and in spito of every 
care and precaution, will sometimes occur. In the Blenker 
division 1 found tbe average number of sick to each of the 
filUen regiments, of which it Is composed, fourteen in hos- 
pital, and eix in quarters. In Sumner's and Heiniselman's 
divisions, in the neighborhood of Alexuidria, the amount 
of sickness is believed to be somewhat greater, owing to 
the greater prevalence of m^aria in that loeahty. There 
is o&n a great difference in the healthiness of camps situ- 
ated near each other, and apparently subjected to the same 
climatic and malarious influences. While this is, unques- 
tionably, partly owing to the greater attention paid to sani- 
tary police regulations in some encampmenta than in 
others, this difference may often be traced to the greater 
moral influence exerted by some of the regimental officers, 
and the better discipline observed, rather tlian any special 
eflorts exerted in this direction by the sui^ons of the 
regiment. So far as I observed, the greatest amount of 
sickneai* is found in some of the N. Y. volunteer regiments, 
as the Mth and 56th, which I am inclined to attribute 
chiedy to the imperfect or non-inspection of the men, at the 
Ume of their enlistment. To the same cause may be attri- 
butod the frequent appboations for discharge, on account of 
ill health, and the numerous discharges for the same cause, 
and for inefficiency, now going on extensively in some of 
the regiments, amounting, in some cases, W lull twenty-five 
per cent. A very lorge number of the troops recruited in 
our large cities were men of intemperate habits and broken 
constitutions — many of them laboring under latent disease, 
or thoroughly pre-disposed thereto — unable to bear the 
fatigue and exposure of camp life, and cjuickly succumb- 
ing to fevers, dysenteries, and tbe other diseases of armies. 
Many of these are now being discharged, and sent home. 
I have everywhere found the hetdth of the soldiers belong- 
■ing to the regular U. S. Army far better than in the volun- 
teer regiments. In the 5th regular.cavalry regiment, for 
example. Col. Oakes. stationed near Georgetown, there baa 
been no death during the last six months except from 
wounds received in battle, or from other casualties. A 
similar exemption may occasionally be met with among 
the volunteers, as in Col. Duryea's regiment, on Federal 
Hill, Baltimore; but such insUnces are extremely rare. 
I am inclined to believe, from my observations made 
among the soldiers on both sides of the Potomac, that there 
is proportionally a greater amount of sickness among them 
on the north than on Ihe south side of the river. The 
measles and mumps are quite prevalent among the New 
England regiments here located, which, though rarely 
fatal, are often followed by sequelu which incapacitate the 
soldier for a long time for duty. These affections are often 
followed by, or complicated with, erysipelas, pneumonia, 
ophtbalmi», and general debility, which require, and gene- 
rally receive skilful and judicious management I have no 
positive evidence that the mortality among the New Eng- 
land soldiers is greater than among those Irom New York 
and Pennsvlvania, but such an impression very generally 
prevails. In Oenerat Sumner's division, at Alexandria, I 
was informed by Brigadier Surgeon Dougherty, that the 
mortality for several montha past would not exceed the 
annual ratio of H per cent of tbe entire foroe. This 
would be a very extraordinarily healthy rate in ordinary 
civil life. 
1-^08 greatly pleased, also, to see the great i<egulBrity 
if the camps i > - - ""^ ■ 
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locations were genendly selected, drainage well 
. to, and the tents well warmed by atovea, or other 
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coDtriTsnces. Usuidlj the tenta were floored, but in some 
of the regiments the men sleep on the ground, w4iich is, 
however, baked bard, and well dried. Id maaj instances 
Uie veDtilatioD is verj imperfect, and too manj are crowded 
into ft single tent ; the Sibley tents, for example, being 
often occupied at night by sizl«en men, who lie on the 
ground, with their feet towards the stove in the centre 
of the tent Great attention is very properly paid to 
cleanliness throughout the encampments,' all refuse and 
decompoung matter being removed to a considerable dis- 
tance. Still it 'must be acknowledged that the health of 
the soldiers would be improved by a more frequent removal 
of the camps ; for a lai^ amount of decaying matter inevi- 
tably accumulates in and around tlie tents, which under- 
goes more rapid decomposition from the high artlGcia! 
heat which ia Kept up inside the tents. In moat of the 
camps vifflted, the men were erecting wooden barracks for 
winter quarters ; these were generally small, but suffi- 
cienUy spacious for two, covered with canviis, and I'ur- 
nishea with many comforts and conveniences. The sol- 
diers were generally cheerful, contented with their ac- 
commodations, so far as b consistent with the life of 
comparative inaction, but unanimously anxious to move 
forward, and meet the enemy. The army ia well clothed 
and well fed; there was but one answer to the question, 
" Have you enough to eat?" and that was, " Yes, more 
than enough." Most of the men seemed to me to regard 
campaigning as a kind of holiday life, replete with fun and 
jollity, and somewhat fearful that it might temainate loo 
speedily. The many curious devices and ornaments with 
Christmafl greens, with which many of the camps were 
profusely decorated, show that tJie soldier is not insenailile 
to the Eesthelic. 

I have referred, in general terms, to the very judicious 
and skilful hospital treatment of the soldiers, and their 



extraordinarily careful and attentive nursing. In these 
reapectfl, in all the regular and established army "" -----'- 
there is but little room for improvement Tl 



both male and female, seem thoroughly to understand their 
' ' less ; and there is, generally, no lack of jellieit 
v-root, lemon-juice, dried fruits, and other deli 



if jellieBj cocoa, 



Notwithstanding the objections I have seen rai^d against 
female nurees in our army hospitals, it is only necessary to 
Bee, how, like angels of mercy, they are regarded by the 
poor sick soldier; ^nd how their sod, kind, and gentle 
ministrations carry comfort to his heart and consolation to 
his spirit ; to be satisfied that their services cannot well be 
dispensed with. There are some other topics, such as the 
special treatment of typhoid fever, pneumonia, dysentery, 
remittent fever, and of some other diseases, etc., to which 
I intended to allude ; but as my letter is already too ex- 
tended, I conclude by saying, that I have been equally 
interested and gratided by my recent visit to our array of 
the Potomac. L. 

Siv You, Ju. «, ISM. 



MEDICAL SOCIETr OF THE STATE OP NEW 
YORK. 

fTn tlw Editor <tf tba Ahuioax UnnoAL Tun.] 

Sni: — Through the columns of the MgnicAL Timks, as well 
as by apedal notice, I desire to remind the members of the 
Society, aud the profession generally, that the Fifty-fifth 
Annual Meeting of the Medicd Society of the Stale of New 
York, will convene in Albany on Tuesday, February 4th, 
1862. To those who are in the habit of attending these 
annual meetings, it wIU be unnecessary to Hpeak of the 
pleasure and the proGt, socially and professionally, that they 
afford. It is not too much to say that they are regarded as 
festive days in the tedium of profesaionaJ life. They are 
looked forward to and remembered only with pleasure. 
They are the occasions of many new friendships, and the 
renewal and strengthening of many old ones. 

It is important that at this period in our national history, 
when the attention of the profeasian has been so largely 
occupied by questions involving the interests of life and 



health to our army, on which, in a measure, our national 
existence depends, and when so many of the profession 
from our own state have entered public service in the Army 
and Navy, the interests of our society should be neither for- 
gotten, overlooked, nor neglected — that its aimual meeting 
should not, like that of the Ainerican Medical Association, 
be postponed ; but that it should suffer no diminution in 
the number in attendance. Questions of greater importance 
and of more general intereatwere never before presented to 
our profession for consideration and discussion. A new era 
in hygiene and sanitary measures is being inaugurated; a 
new era in the science of military surgery in this country is 
constantly being unfolded, and members of our society are 
among the ieadera and participators of these events. Suf- 
ficient has always occurred to awaken a keen interest in 
our approaching meeting, and can it be otherwise than 
largely attended 7 

It may be well to repeat what waa mentioned last year, 
viz. that delegates must, in accordance with the law of th« 
Slate, be dvly eUded by the respective societies which they 
represent. Societiescannot a/ipoinf delegates, nor can they 
appoint or elect tabstituiet. An election can be held to fill 
a vacancy at any time upon due notice, so thot if a delegate 
cannot attend he may resign his office, and the vacancy be 
at once filled. The certificates should in every case read 
that Dr. uioa dtdy dededfor the tntuing /our yeari, un- 
less the election has been in order to £11 a vacancy, when it 
should be definitely stated by whose resignation the vacancy 
occurred, and at what time his term would expire. By a 
little care on the part of the officers of county societiea, 
much valuable time will be saved to the state society and 
its committee on credentials, and delegates will be SMred 
great annoyance (like that experienced by the New. York 
Delegation last winter). Eaca county medical society ia 
entitled to as many delegates as its county has members in 
assembly. Each medical college is entitled to one dele- 
gate, and the New York Academy of Medicine to five, all 
to be duly elected for the term of four years. Bellevue Hos- 
pital College, a new institution, and a promising one, will 
be entitled to one delegate. The law haa not yet been 
enacted to admit delegates from the aeveral Insane AsT- 
lums, and the Aaylum for Idiots, in accordance with the 
resolution passed in February last. Efforts will be mode to 
secure its passage before the time of the meeting. Last 
year only tweoty-aix medical societies, three colleges, and 
the Academy of Medicine were represented. It is to be 
hoped that the numl>er will be much greater at the ap- 
proaching meeting. 

Of course it is expected Oiat every member will bring a 
fitting contribution to medical science, trom which to enrich 
the pages of the yearly transactions; although an expe- 
rience of ten years does not lead us to expect that all rf 
these contributions will be in chirography easy for tha 
printer to decipher I 

Stlvsster D. Willard, M.D., 

AiMun, Jib. 11, IStS. 
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Brooklth Cirr HosprrAU — During the year 1861, 1,2&6 

persons received the benefits of this hospital with the fol- 
lovring result : — Cured, 672 ; relieved, 220 ; discbai^ed at 
their own rei^uest, 60 ; disorderly or eloped, 120 ; died, 70 ; 
number remnming, 124. The number who paid wholly or 
in part was 1,038; wholly chority, 218; males. 1,177; 
femalea, 79. Of the 70 deaths, 37 were Coroner's cases 
(accidents), leaving the actual number of deaths by disease 
33. Whole number of rations issued during the year, 
50,591. Of the charity patients, ITS wero accidents sent 
by the dty. The average time of each acddent cose was 
57 days, making for those sent by the city equal to 1,400 
weeks, which, at $3 per week, amounts to $4,227 ; 620 of 
the p^ents were natives of the TTnited States. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

J. C. B. (OUd).— Pipar ncelTed; joar eaiiillial)l«tl01il tn iliriTB 

— FuDphlet ind pap*' reeelT«d; tfan nibj««t 
la SUle Bocteiy ; w« ahiU loou uoUoa 11 igilo. 

O. A, D. (Mnico, IT. 7.)— Tod wtn rCMlr* i letMr. 

A. B. {DUbugtu, la.y-Vwpm neeliad nd irltl ifipur Man. 



yns:- ( 



MEDICAL DIAET OF THE WEEK. 

Knr yoM HowrtiL, Dr. Ptlcn, bair-put 1 
■" TAbDr. Th ■■-" 



>r. Thomu, hii(-p»t 1 r.M. 
'. UDdarUn, B f.h. 



Jul 117 

Prtd*r, 
Juli 

SatnidiT, 

JulU. 



, Niw Toi ^ . ,.._... 

BBLLKvin HotrltAL, Dr. Looml& hilT-put 1 . ._ 
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(Hiv Ton HotriTAL, T>r. Cock. tulT-put 1 r.u. 
BuuTrn Hcwririi. Dr. i-ijre. la. Hoi., hair-pul 1 r.M. 
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SPECIAL NOTICES. 

The SniioiCAL Simox irifl mert al the houu of Dr. J, R. 
Wood, 2 Jtwhj; Place, at 8 J'.J/:, on Friday, Jan. 24. 

TAe Jfe^uZur Monthly Mteting of the Obst'etbic Seotiok 
tain be held Monday, Jan. 20, at the houu of Dr. Undbrbill, 
44 E. 20tt slreet, at 8 J'.J/: 
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LECTURE L— PART I. 



OS PTBRPBRIL 

Oehtieneii: — In our iTing-io wards, where we have 
monthly from forly lo fifty or more cases of labor, you 
have the opportunily, fouud nowhere else in this country, 
of studying cljoically, and becoming practically acquainted 
witli eveiy variety of puerperal disease. You have, already, 
teen most iotoresting cases of some of the forms of post- 
partutu inflammation, of pueiperol convulsions, mania, and 
puerperal fever. Before discu^og the various palholugicaJ 
conditioua Incidental to the puerperal state which you have 
and will see in our wards, let us first study normal puer- 
peral convalesconce. This includes two distinct clasees of 
Shenomena: first, the restoration of the pelvic organs, which, 
uring gestation nnd parturition, have'oeen tlie seat of ex- 
traordinary mudilications in ti^ue, function, and position, 
to their normal state ; second, tlie development of a new 
function for the nutrition of tlie infant, lactation. 

Puerperal convalescence is normal, when these two con- 
ditions are perfectly attained without injury to the health 
of the mother or child. During gestation, the organs con- 
cerned in this function are tlie seat of a most active evolu- 
tion, which exerts an iniportsnt influence over all ibe vital 
fiinctlons and culminates in the process' of parturition. 

During the forly weeks of utero-geslation, the uterus en- 
larges from nearly tliree inches in length, and one and 
three-quarters in breadth, to twelve or fifteen in length, and 
nine or ten in breadtl]. It increases from about two ounces 
in welglit to tweuty-five or tlilrty ounces. Its cavity, 
before impregnation, is less than one cubic inch, while, at 
the full term of pregnancy, it is extended to above four 
hundred cubic inciies, and the surface of the organ Increases 
from about five or six sijuare inches, to nearly three hun- 
dred and fifty square inches (Simpson). Its serous tisane 
undergoes a corresiwnding extension, and as this takes 
place without a decrease in tlilckness, it must be the scat 
of a much more active nutrition to prevent its attenuation. 
l\a lining or mucous membrane becomes actively hypertro- 
phied, ci'ntitituting the deciilua, which, after parturition, is 
exfoliated, and a new mucous membrane is formed. 
_ The reduction of the utcios alter delivery to its normal 
aize, its involution, as it is termed, lakes ploce by fatty 
transformation of its component fibres, and absorption. 
The cicatrization of its internal surface la accomplished by 
. the exudation of organizable lymph and the development 
of a new layer of mucous membrane. This rapid exposi- 
tion of some of the physiological changes which takeplaca 
during puerperal convalescence is necessary, in order that 
we may properly appreciate the clinical phenomena pertain- 
ing to tills Mriod. 

During the first hours aftsr delivery, the pnital organs 
are more or less swollen and painful. The vagina is dis- 
tended, soft, and bloody. It lias, of course, been very much 
■tretched by the passage of the child, but it is so elastic 
that it Boon recovers ils natural state. The anterior edge 
of the perineum is often slightly torn in first labors, buL if 
it be not more than this, it is of no cotisequence. Tha 
uterus should be felt Gnnly contracted, as a hard, round 
tumor, about the she of an infant's head, just abore tlie 
pubes. It gradually dimini^cs in size, until it sinks into 
the pelvis. It ordinarily cannot be felt above the pubes 
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after the tenth or twellth day, although in some it may be 
BO late as the sixteenth. 

Prof Murphy divides puerperal convaleBCence into three 
periods: firrt, the inter\-al between the birth of the child 
and the commencing secretion of milk ; second, the 
period during which the function of lactation rises to its 
highest point of activity ; and third, the period occupied 
in restoring the uterus to its original condition previous to 
conception. The first hours after delivery should be a 
period of repose. The patient, by proper management, 
should be secured a sound and refreshmg sleep. If the 
labor has been a severe and tedious one, and in tH casei 
where operotive procedures have been required, I am in 
the habit of giving a full opiate, that is, a grain of opium, 
or the equiv Jent of some of its preparations, as soon'as the 
binder baa been sppQed and the soiled clothes under have 
been removed. Everytliing which would disturb or excite 
her should be carefully avoided, and she should be kept 
perfectly quiet. 

^^■-Poin«.— Sleep is Mmetimes prevented by severe 
after-pains, which may oome on soon after delivery. TheT 
may be even more severe than ordinary labor pains, parti- 
culariy in those who have borne many children. By pro- 
per management, much may be done by way of preventing 
their occurrence. They are usually the result of the pre- 
sence of coagula in the cavity of tlie uterus, which dis* 
tend its walls and excite spasmodic contractions. If firm, 
steady pressure is kept over the fundus of the uterus dur- 
ing the time the trunk of the fcetus Is expelled, and this 
pressure is not suspended until after the delivery of the 
placenta and the binder is properly applied, a permanent 
contraction of the uterus is secured, which so effectually 
closes the open mouths of the utero-plocental vessels as 
greatly to diminish the amount of blood poured into the 
cavity. If the second stage of labor be too rapid or too 
prolonged, I give a full dose of ergot (a teaspoonful of 
bquibb s fluid extract, in half a wine glass of water for 
example), just as the delivery of the child is taking place. 
The precautionary measares which should always be adopted 
to prevent post-partum bffimorrham, are also, 10 a certain 
extent, a prophylactic against afler-pains. Where tliey 
come on a tew hours after delivery, they may sometimes be 
speedily relieved by i^in making firm pressure over the 
fundus of the uterus, whicli causes the expulsion of co- 
agula. But this method of reUef should only be tried % 
few hours after delivery, as the pressure may eicite irrita- 
Uon resulting in inflammation, oome preparation of oplun 
should then De given. A great variety of different formu- 
las have been proposed for this purpose. My favorite pre- 
scription in these cases, is ten grains of the TuUy's powder,* 
repeated, if necesaarv, in four or five hours ; but in most 
cases, ten grains of Dover's powder, a teat^oonful of elixir 
paregoric or Dc wees' camphor jute p, will probably accom- 
plish the result as well. Sometimes, a day or two after 
labor, severe after-pains are excited by the presence of 
Batus in the intestines. In these cases, the abdomen is 
tympanitic, and a slight touch causes severe pain, while the 
uterus cannot be felt. If the pressure be steadily increased 
the pain diminishes, until it entirely disappears. If now 
the hand be suddenly lifted up from the abdomen, the pain 
at once returns with great violence. If the pain, tympani- 
tis, and tenderness on pres^re, are due to infiamroa- 
tion of the peritoneum, the greater tlie pressure the greater 
the pun. The after-jioins, due to flatus, are most speedily 
relieved by turpentine stupes and turpentine enema. 

There are, also, some rare cases of after-pains which I 
have met with, whirfi seem to be purely neuralgic in their 
characler. There ia no distenaon or tenderness of the 
abdomen, nor is the uterus enkrged. On the contrary, it 
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ia very firm, but verj sensitive on presaure. There ig an 
entire absence of other Hjmptoms, such as febrile reiiclioD, 
and constitu'Joaal disturbance, Buch ns attends inflaniinstioii 
of the pelvic organs. These neuralgic pains do not seem to 
jield to opiates, in the fullest dose?, but within a few years 
past I have treated them Bucccsafully by quinine, inter- 
nally, and the apphcalion of chloroform liniment externally. 
I give two grains of quinine every fourth hour. The lini- 
ment is the foDovving: Q. Chloroform. Jj., Lin. Sapo. Co. 
5 vj. M. Wet a piece of flannel of double thickness, large 
enough to cover the whole uteiine region, and lay upon the 
skin, immediately coveringthepatient with the bed-clothes. 
The application, for the first moment, causes a disagree- 
able sensation of cold, which is at once succeeded by a 
burning but not ungrateful heaL A patient that I saw a 
few weeks since in consultatjon, had been suffering intense 
agony fur over forty-eight hours, and in addition, she was 
Bufiering from the disagreeable eQects of lar^e doses of 
morphine that had been given her to relieve tbe pain and 
induce sleep. One dose i>f five grains of quinine with the 
spplicatJon of the liniment I have just mentioned, gave her 
entire and permanent relief. 

I should not omit to mention Ibal, in some few cases, 
cramps in the legs seem to take tbe place of after-pains. I 
believe Drs. U'Clintock and Hardy were the first to call 
attention to this fact, which my own experience has veri- 
fied in two or three instances. The cramps disappeared 
ader the expulsion of coagula from the uterus. 

The Lochia. — This is the term applied to the discharges 
which take place from the vulva from the time of delivery 
until puerpiral convalescence is complete. Tbe quantity, 
duration, and character of this disctiarge, vary ^eatly in 
difierent women, who are perfectly healthy. It is at first 
sanguineous, being principuly tlie blood which oozes from 
the open mouths of the utence veins. It then becomes of 
a greenish yellow, thick and oleaginous, and lastly, thin and 
serous. In the first twenty-four hours, the patient usually 
soils ten or twelve napkins. It generally is considerably 
less on the second day, and not unfrequently the discharge 
is temporarily suspended for a few hours, when the func- 
tion of lactation is at first fully developed, a fact that you 
should remember, as nurses are sometimes alarmed by such 
an occurrence, and injudiciously excite the apprehension of 
the patients on thi?accouilt The duration or thisdiscliarge 
varies from a few days to four or five weeks. As a san- 
guineous discharge, it usually continues but a few days. If 
It be prolonged three or four weeks tbe probability is (hat 
it is clue to some local lesion, as ulceration of tlie cervix, or 
some lacerations which have occurred during labor, and 
local exploration should be made to determine the exact 
character of tbe lesion. Tbe suppression of tbe discharge 
at an early period after labor, is not lo be reearded as an 
unfortunate symptom, except it be attended with other 
symptoms of an inflammatory nature. It usually ceases 
mucn earlier In those who are delivered of still-born chil- 
dren, where the ftetus has been dead some days previous 
to labor. Although there is a peculiar odor which ordina- 
rily attends the discharge, yet, if it be particuUrly offensive, 
this condiiion merits attention. It indicates the putrefao- 
tkm of coagula or some foreign substance in the Uterus, and 
injections of chloride of sods should be directed to correct the 
odor. I generally direct tliattwo tableapoonfuls of Labar- 
laque's solution m half a pint of tepid wat«r should be in- 
jected into the vagina twice a day. If tlie discha:^ has a 
coffee-ground color, wilb a fetid odor, it should lead to the 
suspicion of gangrenous infiammation of tbe uterus or 
Tsgina, and the above injertions should he used several times 
a day. Sometimes the discharge becomes puruli^nu Tbe 
source of this may bo in tbe vagina, the cervix of the uterus, 
or the cavity of tne uterus, and ufter llie lochia have ceased, 
And the discharge has become a purulent leucorrbcea, an 
examination with the speouluni should be made to deter- 
mine its source. Otherwise, your patient may remain for 
a long time more or less on invalid, alter her conflnemeot, 
jjeriously compromising thereby your reputation. 
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MEDICO-LEQAL POINTS 

m A CASE OF 

SUSPECTED HOMICIDAL CUT THROAT, 

AS PRESENTED AT A tfEETIHO OF TEE KIW TOBK ACADEur 
or MEDICINE, HELD DEC. IS, 1861. 

Bt a. CLARK, M.D, 

or rBnicum akb msioi:*, >. T. 

A WOMAN is found in her bed of a morning with her throat 

cut, lying upon her back, a little inclined to the richt; the 
head turned a little more in the same direction uan the 
body. A considerable quantity of blood bad flowed from 
the wound upon each side of the neck ■ most upon tbe 
right She was lying on the lefl hand pillow near its right 
extremity. There was sprinkling of blood to a limited ex- 
tent ; some upon her face, in the curls of her hair ; on the 
right hand piUpw at a distance of about two feet from the 
wound, anti on the left band pillow at a distance of nine 
inches to a foot. The knot of the hair at the back of the 
head was saturated with blood, clots of considerable site 
were found along tlie right shoulder, and blood had flowed 
down to the hips and had entered the featiier-bed, so as to 
saturate a considerable spot at this place, i. «. in the position 
of the hips, causing a sensation of weight to the hand 

? laced under the bed, and moistening the tiand with blood, 
he quantity of blood lost could not be accurately estimat- 
ed, but the bed, after it had been exposed to the rain and 
weather for several weeks, s^ contained a coagulum 
with feathers which was compsred in siee to a duck ; ano- 
ther coagulum was found in the fcatliers of the left hand 
pillow about the size of the fist. One or two clots, com- 
pared to the sice of the two hands, were found upon Ihe 
surface of the bed. A spot of blood about nine inches in 
length, and of less width, was observed upon the sheet 
turned down over the body near to the hipa : and some 
spots of blood were noticed in the blankets under the sheet. 

The right band was lying by the side^ tbe arm somewhat 
bent at tlie elbow, and the hand at a distance of about six 
inches from the hips, tinder the wrist and hand was 
Ibund B razor, partly open and partly covered with blood, 
more on tbe inside tbui on the backs of the fingers. 

On the left hand a few spots of blood are described at the 
ends of the fingers. The curls, which hod been put up for 
the night, were not ruffled or any way disturbed. There 
was no scratch or abranon, ecchymosls, or other marks of 
violence upon the face, hands, or any port of the body, ex- 
cept the cut already referred to. 

There were marks of bloody fingers on the face, described 
as if beginning on the left ude, and drawn across the nose. 
but so vaguely described, that it could not be determined 
whether they were made by the ri^ht hand or by the left. 
Marks of bloody fingers were described on the inferior and 
left corner of Uie nght band pillow, and also on or about 
the middle or centre of the same pillow. When, however, 
tbe pUlow lick, produced in court, was seen to be sprinkled 
with blood at about the same spot, a question was raised 
whether these latter marks were produced by sprinkUng or 
by the hand. Tlie woman had not removed her drawers or 



chest below the upper edge of the flannel dress, which was 
under thenight gown. 

The cut in the neck was five inches and a half in its cur- 
ved measure and three inches in its direct length. It began 
on the left side at a point nearly opposite the cricoid car- 
tilage upon tbe sterno-cleido-mastoia muscle near its poste- 
rior bonier, passed directly inwards towards the centre of 
tlie neck and in the line of a radius from (hat centre to the 
depth of aboBl three quaitera of an intb,' ^}^P^t?n*' 
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over the (Ulb cervical vertebra, shaving olf ■ Bmall portion 
of the transverse procees, passing over the body cif tlie 
vertebra, penetrating its covering and m^ing a slight ini- 
pressioD upon the bone itself, and from tliat passing out in 
a direct line on the rigbt Bterao-cleidO'Disstoid musule, cut- 
ting the inner portion of the muscle, and eitendiug half on 
incnia the skin beyond the parts of the muBclecut — in otber 
words paesing outwards nearlj in a direct lateral line. Tiic 
left extremity of the incision was three and one quarter 
inches below the lobe of the ear, and the right eitreniity 
three and one half inches below the corresponding poiuton 
that ude. The cut had severed the cricoid oartila^ and all 
the rousdes in its track, together with the deep jugular 
vein, the pneumo-gastHc nerve, and the carotid ariery on 
each side. 

The bed was four feet and fuur inches in width, and stood 
in the comer of the room, so that the head of the bed was 
against the wall and the right side of the bed also against 
kooUier wall. The room was about seven feet wide and 
nine feet long. In the space between (he bed and the wall 
on the lell side, at the head of the bed, was a stand about 
two feet and one half in length and eighteen to twenty- 
four inches wide, on which were found a tumbler, vials, and 
other furniture in order Mid undisturbed. The cut ^>pear- 
ed to have been one incision. 

Two important facts are yet to be stated. The right 
sleeve of tlie night gown, buttoned at the wrist, was bloody 
on the part looking towards the body. Between the wrist 
and elbow a part of the nleeve was " soaked " with blood, 
and near the elbow was a sprinkhng by drops, which were 
elongated towards this joint. The other fact is this, while 
women were " laying out the body," one of them lilting the 
arm of the dead person, saw bloody froth or rather large 
blood bubbles rise from the trachea into the wound. In- 
terested m this occurrence, she again Lfted the arm witli 
the same result. 

A coroner's inquest was held, and the woman was buried 
nnder the verdict of suicide. Four months after ibis, on 
the loth of April, 1860, under the suHpicion of murder, her 
body was exhumed and a post-mortem examination made. 
The body was found in a good state of preservation. The 
lungs were reported as congested and engorged with blood. 
Bloody fluid wan found in each pleuritic cavity, estimated 
at five ounces on the left side and eight on the right. Tlie 
lungs were slightly adherent, otherwise they were healthy. 
The heart was empty and sound in every particular. 
The brain exhibited no ^pearance of any disease, but had 
undergone considerable change from decomposition. All 
the other organs examined were found healthy and free 
from blood. The stomach and intestines were ruserved for 
chemical examination. The tongue opposite the molarleeth 
was found to be ecchymosed in a space on the lef^ side about 
one inch in length and somewhat more than half an inch in 
width. On the right mde was a similar spot of about one 
half that extent. In the right lung were several spots of 
pulmonary apoplexy. 

A second post-mortem examination was made ten days 
aft«r, or four months and ten days after death. The face, 
upper part of the chest, inferior portion of the inside of the 
thighs, upper portion of the legs, and back of the hands, 
were covered with white or bluJsn green mould ^xits ; the 
skin underneath had become of parchment appL'srance, 
Bemi-traDEparent and reddish brown. The eyes were en- 
tirely shrunk and sunken, leaving deep cavities completely 
lined by the eyelids. There was slight cadaveric rigidity. 
The inferior half of the trunk, the lower portion of tlie legs, - 
outside the thighs, the whole lumbar region, and upper por- 
tion of the pelvic regiop posteriorly, were free from any 
marks of decomposition, and entirely of natural appearance, 
except a slight uniform greenish stain ; qnd all parts were 
free from static or post-mortem oongestions, or blood stains. 
The cut in the neck was found as before described, passing 
nearly transversely from tefl to ri^t, across the necl^ 
inclined &om above a Uttle downwards. The muscles 
and tissues were so far changed by the previous exami- 



nation and some drying as to render it impossible to dis- 
tin^isli precisely the vessels and nerves that had been 
divided. Opening the sutures of tlie cut previously 
made, (lie viwera of the abdomen, it was found, had been 
almost wholly removed ; there remained, however, the 
uterus, bladder, and rectum in the pelvic cavity, and these 
it was noticed were unusually bloodless. In Ihe thorado 
cuvity one lung remained, and this was lying iu the right 
chest ; it was (ho ieli lung, which had been turned over upon 
the heart. In the left pleuritic cavity, which was otherwise 
empty, was found a drachm and a half of bloody-looking 
Quid. In the right there was twice this quantity, of a umi' 
lar fluid, but thicker and of darker color. The left lung 
was entirely uninjured, its bronchus and its vessels being 
stilt uncut. It was greatly contracted, but presented no 
evidence of oongestion, except in the inferior and posterior 
jjortion, where the blood usually accumulates after death: 
and this accumulation occupied a smaller rajace than is usual 
in the majority of persons who have died of diseases not 
affecting the lungs. 

The organ was of a dark greenish color in its posterior 
portion, in other parts ^proaching a slate color ' it was per- 
fectly soft and natural in feel ; it occupied one-nilh the tho- 
racic cavity. Removed, it floated in water, weighed seven 
ounces, four drachms, and 6fty-tive grains (Avoir.). Im- 
mersed in water, it displaced eleven fluid ounces and no 
more ; there were a few vesicles of emphysema in the 
inferior and anterior edges, resulting from commencing de- 
composition. The heart stall attached to the aorta, had been 
opened ; it was stained with fresh-looking blood in the 
upper part of the left ventricle, and had a spot of commen- 
cing decomposition on the Inner surface at the apex. The 
veins of tlie heart were not distended, and contained very 
little blood and some air. The aorta, which had not been 
examined previously, was oi>ened from the heart through its 
whole lengtli, together with the continuous arteries down 
into the pelvic. In the upper part of tiie aorta there was 
just blood enough to cover the inner surface slightly, but 
not enough to How, or show much coagolation. The lower 
half was entirely empty, and not blood-stained. No blood 
was found in the arteries or veins of the pelvis or of the 
abdomen^ and no blood staina. The lung was easily and 
completely inflated, except a small portion of the inferior 
and posterior portion which had been the seat of post-mor- 
tem congestion ; with the exceptions above stated, it appear- 
ed remarkably healthy. The bronchial tubes were opened 
as far as the scissors could penetrate ; they were found ofa 
reddish-hue, the inferior branches of deeper color than the 
superior, but containing no blood, or only a trace of blood. 
The specific gravity of this lung was found to be '66GA 

Admitting that the quantity of bloody fluid found in the 
chest had drained frotn the lungs, it being upon this side 
by estimate five ounces, let this be added to the weight of 
the lung as before stat^ (i. e. seven ounces, four dradims, 
and fifiy-Bve grains), and also the three drachms found at 
the last examination in the right cavity, its total weight 
must have fallen 4 little short of thirteen ounces. Hut^hin- 



the weight of the healthy female lungs, 
based upon six examinations of women, weighing on an 
average ninety-four pounds, as seventeen ounoes for the left' 
lung and nineteen for the right. This woman weighed 
ninety-six pounds, and it may be fair to infer that berlbng 
might have welglied seventeen ounces, and yet not hare 
been materially congested. As to the weight of the right 
lung, it is reported to have been nine ounces. If the quan- 
tity of fluia found iu the right cavity on the first post- 
mortem examination was eight ounces, tliis added to the 
weight of the lung would give us seventeen ounces as the 
weight of the rig^t lung, which will be two ouncet leas 
than Hutchinson's average for a woman of her siie and 
ase, There was no dispute in regard to the Uoodlees 
character of the organs that were removed Irom the body 
with the exception of the lungs. ' 

The husband of this woman was diar^ with having 
murdered her. The theory of the prosecution was that aba 
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It wsa urged that a cut of the extent here described 

could not be nmde by the womsn herself upon her own 
throat, and it appears to be a general belief that such cuts 
are to be ascribed to homicide rather than suicide ; stjll 
there are many facts on record that will authorize the 
belief that cuts of great extent can be made bj persons 
att«iiipljag their own lives. 

Among the cases illustrating this point stands promi- 
DCDlly that recorded by Marc (AnnaUi dMyg^e, vol. iv. p, 
407; Tayhr, p.265;.&cA, »ol. ii. p. 133), in which a young 
man standing before a window, with a razor, inflicted a 
wound two inchea above the sternum, extending from the 
onlside of one sterno-cleido-raastoid muscle to Uie outer 
border of the other, dividing everything, and slightly 
wounding the anterior ligaments of the vertebra. On this 
case the reporter remarlis: "It is one of the remarkable 
instances, though occasionally observed heretofore, of the 
degree of energy to which the intention of suicide can be 
carried, with persons especially who terminate their own 
lives by cutting their throats. It proves, in truth, that it 
ia wrong to deny the posMbility or suicide in this manner 
for the reason that the incision has divided part al\er part, 
the larynx, the (esophagus, and has struck upon the cei^ 
Tical vertebrw." , 

Devei^e reports in the same vol. page 414 {Taylor, 
265) an enormous wound in the neck, two inches deep, 
going to the posterior layer of the pharynx next to the 
spinu column, three inches and three lines open and just 
one foot in circumference, cutting the bone of the jaw, sub- 
maxillary glands, all the muscles of the byoid bone from 
the jaw and tongue ; the tongue itself and the JuguUr 
Teins. This great wound was made in three cuts. The 
man was seen to do this or "otherwise," says Derergie, 
" would not the luspicion of murder have been raised im- 
mediately, and would not the physician consulted have 
found ii^ the wound circumstances which would militate 
much more in favor of homicide than suicide?" 

Taylor (p. 264) quotes Dr. W. Burke Byan's report of 
an extendve suicidal wound reaching to the cervical verta- 
bne, one of which bad been cut by the razor. 

Professor Dieflenbach {Archivet OintraUs dt Midieine, 
Oct. 3, p. 256), gives an account of thirty-one cases of 
out throat, the subjects of surgical treatment. Of these 
the wound in one was "several inches long;" in another 
reported " very extensive, to the posterior wall of the ceso- 
plugus ;" in a third, six inches in length ; in a fourth to the 
ce^tcal column. This latter was in a woman of sixty, 
and extended from one sterno-cleido-maetoid muscle to 
knother, at a point just below the larynx. 

Bridrre de Boismont, in examining the different kinds of 
suicide {AnnaUt dHygOne, voL xli. p. 143), searched the 
Procfta-verbaui reiatmg to 4595 suicides. Of these, mmple 
•ection of the neck numbered iifly-seven, section of the 
neck and other wounds, fourteen more, making seventy- 
one. Of this number, in twenty-eight oases, the details of 
which are sufficiently precise, the instrument had divided 
more or less completely the muscles, the vessels, arterial 
and venous, the pharynx and trachea, and was only 
arrested by the vertebral column. In several cases the 
wound, frightfully gaping, exposed to view all the wounded 
parts. Many of these large wounds had been made by a 
Mngle eut. 

On this point, we may cite Taylor (p. 265) in the follow- 
ing words; "As to the extent of the cut, t. s. the number 
and importance of parts injured, it has been hastily Uid 
down that an extensive wound of the tliroat involving all 
the soft parts to the vertebral column could not be inflicted 
by a suicide; ♦ • * • but occasionally alt are divided 
to the vertebra. There are cases perhaps in which with 
a firm hand there ia a determined purpose of self- dea- 
tniotion." 



Briand and Cbaudi (p. 262), quoting these and simiUr 
cases, state that wounds, the most exten^ve and tlie most 
multiplied, may be suicidal. Similar citations might be 
multjphed, but these must be sufficient. It mav be worth 
while to refer to a few other cases which, though not 
parallel to the one which we are considering, still show 
great enei^ in the attempt at self-destruction. Such ia 
the case reported by Degranges {^AnnaUt C^Hygiene, vol. 
xiv. p. 410; Taylor, p. 787), in which a young man in- 
fiicled a wound to the vertebral column about six inches 
long, not cutting the deep jugulars or the carotids, but 
severing tlie thyroid arteries, bled as was believed to feint- 
ing, staunched the blood with his handkerchief, went up 
stairs, found a cord, descended, placed a ladder against the 
wall, adjusted the cord to a nail, and aHerwards hanged 
himself. 

Dr. T. C. FinneU {Trant. StaU Ued. Soc., N. Z, 1861, 
p. 61), one of our own fellows, reports the case of a dioe- 
maker, who stabbed himself in the neck with his knife 
with sucii energy as to pierce the fifth cervical vertebra 
to tlie depth of one inch, breaking the knife outside the 

Mr. Jameson's case (Beck, vol. ii. p. 130) is extra- 
ordinary. A woman cut out part of her larynx, t. e, the cri- 
coid cartilage entire, the Icit wing of the thyroid, the right 
arytenoid, and part of the upper rings of the trachea, and 
a portion of the muscles attached, and while the surgeon 
was dressing her wounds, took these parts from her pocket 
and exhibited them to him. 

Taylor (p, 269) notices the case of a lady who made two 
very deep extensive cuts in the neck, dividing the princi- 
pal bloodvessels on the right side, using as her weapons 
two pen-knivea. ^The wounds were fata!. 

Leuret (Annala d'Sygiaw, v. 236) reports that an offi-- 
cor cut his throat with a small scissors used for embroidery, 
dividing the trachea and right carotid completely, the ceeo- 
phngus and left jugular vein partly, the wound being about 
two and a half incTiea in length. 

Dr. Spittal (Bdin. and London Monthly Jour, of Seunee, 
July, '41) gives the case of awoman confined for theft, who 
during the night had symptoms of delirium tremens, but 
was rational in the morning, so that the matron going to 
church, gave her the bible, desiring her to read the first 
Psalm. She was also flimished widi milk in an earthen 
jug and a spoon. The matron on returning from church 
found her dead, the floor covered vvith blood, and her neck 
horribly cut. The wounds had l>een inflicted by the frag- 
ments of the earthen jug which she had broken, and had 
been bored and deepened by the handle of the spoon. 

(Tb bt cotMnuKt.) 
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AccoRniNO to the views commonly taken, calculus is much 
more incident to early years than to any other period, and 
tie disease is especially frequent under the age of puberty 
in ill-nourished children. Calculi have been found in the 
bladder at birlh, and patients are frequently presented to 
tlie surgeon in whom the symptoms have been noticed 
from the earliest periods of life. Out of 5376 cases men- 
tioned by Civiale, 2416 were children. Mr. CouIeoq has 
drawn up two tables for the purpose of determining, in a 
more precise manner than has hitherto been done, the rela- 
tive frequency of calculus at different ^es. From ope 
tabic, including only oases submitted to operation, it would 
appear that seventy-one per cent., were under twenty-one 
years. From another table it was ascertained that fifty-five 
and a half per cent of calculous patients were under twenty- 
one. This class of patients are also amenable to (he sime 
laws which influence adults, being more sul ject to the dis- 
ease in certain districts Uian others. Dr. Oroia, in "A 
Practical Treatise on the Diseases and Injuries of the Uii- 
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bkdder, in Kentucky, Obio, rennessee, aaa AjaDama, man 
ID any other repion ; the inliabilants of Missouri, Iowa, 
Wisconain, Michigan, Indiana, New York, and Nkw Jersey, 
being comparatively exempt. That local oauaea do influence 
the prevalence of tiie disorder is an ascertained fact, but 
why they should prevail in some districta, more Ihan in 
others, remains still unezplaiced. In some of the following 
cases, complicatdoQB arose illustrating accidents of not in&e- 
quent occurrence, in one of secondary hfemorrhage, in 
another the impaction of a urethral calculus. 

Cask I. — Michael O'Connor, tet. 14, of Irish parentage, 
born in Albany, was presented at the New Yorii Dispen- 
sary on the 20th of June, 1859, suffering with symptoms of 
vesical calculus. When between six and seven, had an 
attack of hooping-cough, followed by measles. Soon alter 
this, he began to suffer ftom irritation about the bladder, 
was treated for the ^avel, bat never had an instrument in- 
troduced into that tiscubj was emaciated and careworn in 
appearance, he walked with a peculiar gait, as if ho wished 
to carry his pelvis steady, Mid said that running increased 
his pains, which were seated in tlie small of the back, bypo- 
gastrium, and glana penis ; he oceadonally assumed various 
poaitions to evacuate hia bladdcr,and the stream was some- 
times bloody. On introducing a So. 8 sound, a calculus 
was detected; his urine exhibited a trace of albumen, acid 
in its reaction, sp. gr. 1018- AJler standing twcQty'four 
hours a drop, placed under the microscope, exhibited a very 
few pus corpuscles, some blood discs, bladder epithelium, 
and a solitary crystal of oxalate of lime. 

His parents were informed of the uature of his ailment, 
and of the means neeeasary to relieve him. They gave 
their consent, and after some preparatory treatment, the 
lateral operation was performed upon him on the 6tb of 
July, in the presence of Drs. Gordon Buck, Aigner, 
Quimby, and Weir. Nothing unusual occurred during the 
steps of the operation, two calculi were removed, no tube 
was introduced into, and no dressing was applied to the 
wound. The patient was directed to take a full dose of 
henbane, and mucilaginous drinks. The largest calculus 
weighed two drachms, the smallerone, eighty-seven grains; 
they were of a dark brown color, with finely crystalline 
surfaces, a section presented aggre^iJon of particles in a 
concentric arrangement around a still darker nucleus. A 
portion of the dust obtained in making the section, was 
digested with nitric acid, and, on being submitted to dow 
evaporation, left a scarlet residue, which, on the addition of 
ammonis, yielded the beautiful purple, or lake color, depen- 
dent on the formation of muroiid. A second portion was 
dissolved in liq. potssss;, the solution was treated with 
exceES of acetic acid, and, on allowing a drop of this to 
evaporate on a glass ^de, well formed crystals of uric acid 
were deposited. 

6th.--The patient slept a few hours before morning,- his 
pulse is 120, but with Uiis exception, the symptoms are ell 
favorabte ; he has passed about four ounces of urine through 
theurelhra,and very little by the perineal opening. Ordered 
hyoeciamu^ alkalies. 7ih.— J>ulse 120, soil and compressible, 
•kin hot and dry, ton^e clean and moist, urine passes more 
freely behind, but a httle also by the urethra, had an alvine 
eracuation in the night that gave him some pain. 8th. — Pulse 
100, urine passes freely from both passages ; the greatest 
complaint is of hunger, which is ^peased by a hght 
nnstunulating diet. 9th. — Pulse 88, skin cool, unne passed 
principally behind. lOth. — Pulse 60, general condition 
good. AJler this date the case went on favorably, without 
& bad symptom ; on the 14th, he passed nearly aU his urine 
by the urethra; two days later, none escaped the perineal 
■woundj which was nearly cicatrized. The boy was about 
before it was completely closed, but this rather hastened 
than retarded the processes of cicatrization, which were 
complete by the end of the third week. 

Casb II. — Thomas Cunningham, Eet. 3 years and 9 
montiis, native of New York, but of Iriah parentage, was 



BRtDDON ON LITHOTOMY IN CHILDREN. 



Ju.lB,is«S. 6] 



brought to the Dispensary about the bepnning of Septem- 
ber, 1859, auOering with symptoms of stone in the bladder. 
In infancy, during the first dental eruption, the patient waa 
prostrated by an exhausting diarrhcea; soon aderwards, 
when about twenty months old, first began to exhibit 
symptoms of vesical irritation, tenesmus, dysuria, and fre- 
quent micturition, at first slight, and attracting but httle 
attention ; they continued with au^enting severity and 
occasional remissions, until medical aid was sought. He had 
also acquired a habit of pulling on the integuments of the 
scrotum. Durin? all this period he ran about barelegs^ in 
the streets, equaUing if not surpassing his playmates in all 
the rough and tumble exercises of early youth. Hia suffer- 
ings appeared to be the most severe, or perhaps it would be 
more correct te say, that they attracted more attention, at 
nighL At the age of three years ho contracted measles, 
on recovering from which he went rapidly through an 
attack of hooping-cough. Patient when first seen Sep. 12 
did not appear to have suffered much from local or con- 
stitutional causes, and was apparently in rude health, with 
all his fiinctions unembarrassed save those of the bladder. 
A No. 6 sound was introduced, and notliing being detected 
his mother was directed to return with him in a few days. 
SepL 16th. — He was placed under the influence of ether, a 
sound was placed in liie bladder, which was fully distended 
with urine, and a calculus was easily detected, the click 
being audible to several students wbo were present. 

Oct. 6th,— Kindljr assisted by Dr. Jno. 0. Stone, in the 
presence of Drs. Aigner and Corson, I performed the 
lateral operation, and removed two small calculi. Some 
little difficulty was encountered in introducing the finger 
into the bladder, the neck of which, situated high up, waa 
disposed te recede from the finger, which could not readily 
eng^^ in it. This was surmounted by introducing a stout 
probe along the groove in the staff into the bladder, and 
then carrying the finger between the probe and the con- 
vexity of the etas'; there was not much iusmorrhage dur- 
ing the operation, not a single vessel jetted, and what bkwd 
was lost was by general oozing from the incised surfaces. 

7 P.M. — Patient in good condition, nrine has passed freely 
by the wound, for the first few hours it was considerably 
colored by admixture with blood, but is beoomine clear ; 
puisc 120, skin warm, complains only of psin when (ho 
urine passes. Ordered hyosciamus with pot. bicarb., dilu- 
ents and ice. 7th, 10 a-m.—Hhs slept well through the 
night, urine has passed freely fi-om the perineum, and is 
barely tinged with blood. 1 p.m. — Had sli j^t btemorrh^e, 
with discharge of some small coagula from the wound. I 
hoped that this waa nothing more than might be associated 
with reaction then fairly established, and directed cloths, 
wet with ice water, to be applied. I visited against 7 
P.M. and found that the hiemorrhage, which commenced 
at 1 p.u., had ceased. At 6^ the child appeared to be 
distressed with pain, tossed about the bed, and at last 
passed some coagula ftom the wound, which were fallowed 
by pretty free hsemorrhage. I opened and exposed the 
wuund freely, but could detect no bleeding orifice ; the dis- 
charge appeared to come from the nei^borhood of the 
bulb. Having detemuned to tampon the wound, 1 shaped 
a piece of compressed sponge, which had been saturated 
with tannin, into the form of a cone, of proper form, and 
large enough when expanded by the absorption of mois- 
ture, to adapt ilaelf to the wound; I perforated this in its 
long axis, and traversed it with a portion of silver canula 
two inches longer than the cone, one inch of the eyed ex- 
tremity of the tube projecting beyond the apex of the same. 
Having prepared the tampon, I introduced the index finger 
of the left hand freely into the bladder, and on withdraw- 
ing it lodged the plug safely in situ. This effectually 
arrested all bleeding, but the httle patienl was already 
much exhausted by the loss he bad sustained ; he was 
blanched, restless, and funt, with a pulse of 140 ; some 
mild resteralives were prescribed, and beef tea in addition 
to hia previous farinaceous allowance. 8th. — Patient has 
rallied from the constitutional shock, the tampon has proved 
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effectual, no heemoirhage, other thnn 3u£licient to saturate 
the buiaags whicli conliues (he csnuk iti position ; Che urine 
distita through the same channel, and the child expresses no 
incoDTenience from the presence of the plug- 8th. — Con- 
dition ae jeaterdaj. no bleeding, urine escaping lireely, pulse 
120. loth.— No bleeding, pulse as before, do complaint of 
pwn, tikes his drinks well, and looks altogether better; 
tbere is some sl^ht inSammatory cedema of the scrotum, 
•nd the plug bulges a little, as if forced outwards from its 
b«d, hj swelliiig of the parts in 'which it is inserted. Itth. 
— Fatieut looks bright and cheerful, has spent a comfortable 
night, and has taken his food better this morning, lias also 
had an eracuation from the bowels ; (ber«isa1ittle discharge 
of pus around the plug, which is protruding from the wound ; 
X bandage was removed, parts cleaned, and orders given to 
diAcantinue medicine. At 1 pm., the plug escaped, and was 
not followed bj hnmorrh^. Prom the last date to the 
16th, everything prtwressea favorably, ■when the boy passed 
Uie ooutenls of the bladder through tiie urethra, the greater 
portion finding its exit by the perineum, the wound in 
which, however, gradually closed, and was completely dca- 
trized by the end of the sixth week. 

Case III. — As no points of interest occurred in the next 
case, I ahail pus it over as much condensed as poarible. 
John Downey, nt 6 years, was brought to the Dispensary 
by hia mother, on the 24th of Oclober 1861. She stated 
that he had suffered in urinating for the past two years, 
that he had been under the care of several medical gentle- 
men ; some had recommended removal of the prepuce which 
was elongated by nulling, othen had medicated, hut none 
had sounded the bladder. He was in very good condition, 
but latterly had suffered more than usual. On the morning 
ho was presented, I introduced a sound without etherization 
and of couree heard- nothing but the little fellow's cries, nnd 
felt nothing but his resistance. 28tli. — Boy in a good con- 
diUoD of antesthesia, the sound elicited a ring from the 
stone, plamly heard by the mother and bystanders. 30th. 
— I performed the lateral operation, asMSled by Drs. Buck, 
Aigner, and Badger. Nothing worthy of note occurred 
during the operation. A rough tubercnlated calculus was 
removed weighing 126 gra.; it was yellowijii brown in 
color, and ovoid m shape ; its nucleus, composed of uric 
acid, was aurrounded by urate of ammonia, arranged at 
first in laminee but nearer the surface irregularly. I 
ibink, but am not certain, that oxalate of lime entered into 
the compoeilion of some of the large tubercula met with 
on the surface. The boy'a recovery was uninterrupted ; the 
first two dava the urine flowed irom the wound, then prin- 
cipally by the urethra for five or six days, when it again 
passed by the perineum, but gradually resumed jls natural 
channel, and after the second week he was out of doors 

C** IV.— November 17th, 1861, I was called to visit 
William Collins, native of New York, kU 2 years and 7 
months, who was suffering severely with symptoma of a 
foreign body in the bladder. No one in the boy'a family 
had been known to be affected with stone. He enjoyed good 
health nntil ten months before, when he began to have 
difficulty in urinating ; would screara during Uiat proceta, 
pull on his prepuce, which had become elongated in conse- 
queoce- During these violent straining efforts, he once or 
twice proUpeed his rectum; his sufferings became more 
serere ux months ago, the attacks would occur every two 
weeks, lasting three days and followed by an interval of 
compuative ease, during which he played about in appa- 
rent good health. At ihe time he was first seen by me he 
was in one of his paroxysms ; flushed in the face, wbich- 
is expressive of saflering; he kneels with his hands grasped 
over Ihe pubes crying with pain, and looking piteously 
towards his mother for that help which she could not afford. 
He was a well developed child and his affliction did not 
qipear, as yet, to have affected liis health or nutrition. I 
ordered full doses of henbane with bicarbonate of potassa, 
informed the parents of my suspicions regarding toe pre- 
sence of stone, and proposed to examine the bladder under 
the iidnenca of etber on the following day. 18th. --On 



viwling the boy this morning, I found the penb enlarged 
to twice its normal dimensions by cedematoiA infiltration, 
which extended as (ar as the root of the ot^n. The scro- 
tum was fi-ee from awelling, and I suspected that of the 
penis to be caused by the presence of a calculus impacted 
in the urethra, ify suspicions were corroborated by a 
statement of the mother, that he had not passed water 
during the preceding ten hours, though he had made fre- 

3uent attempts to do so. After etherizing the patient, I 
ivided the prepuce, and introducing a sound felt it grate 
agamst a forei^ body before entering the bladder, and on 
entering that viacus I readily detected a stone. Ordered an 
enema containing three drops of tr. opii at once, and to be 
repeated if necesaaij. I consnlted Dr. Buck as to the pro- 
priety of an immediate operation, which he advised for the 
Ibllowing day. The patient was ordered a dose of oil at 
bedtime and an enema the following morning. 

19th.— In the presence of Drs. Buck, Aigner, Kelly, and 
Badger, I extended the incision in the prepuce, exposing 
the glans freely, and also bringing into view a calculus 
emerging from ihe meatus urethras. This was easily ex- 
tracted ; it was elongated, ovoid, about the size of a large 
grain of barley, and composed of ammonisco-magneaiaQ 
phosphate. After the removal of this, the sound was car- 
ried into the bladder, which expelled ita contents along the 
aide of the instrument, in spite of an effort made to resist 
it by pressure exercised vvith the finger and thumb. A 
calculus was detected, and the lateral operation was pro- 
ceeded with. No difficulty was met with until after the 
urethra was opened, when, on introducing the finger into 
the bladder, the neck receding slipped over the point of the 
staff, and the finger passed mto the recto-vesical cellular 
space ; this, however, was remedied, the opening into the 
bladder was found, and a calculus removed without further 
trouble. The calculus weighed sixty eraina, a fiattened 
ovoid in shape, and composed of uric acid with a very small 
nucleus of am. magn. phoaph. ; Ihe inner layers around the 
nucleus were arranged concentrically in regular lam inn, the 
remainder was formed without order, and the surface was 
granular. 

9 P.M.— In good condition, reaction moderatej urine has 
passed freely by the wound, and is but slightly tinged with 

20th, 12 H —The patient had a convulsion this morning, 
which was followed by a copious evacuation from the 
bowels. The attendants assert that it was a regular convul- 
sion of the muscles of the extremities and face, and that it 
lasted fifteen minutes. It was probably ocCB«oned by the 
distension of the rectum, as it subsided when that was 
emptied ; and the child appears now quite relieved and in 
good condition. Urine passes freely by the wound, cedemA 
of the prepuce is fast diminishing: prescribed an anodyne 
enema. 8 p.m. — Appearance good, skin moderately warm 
and moist, has had no more convulsions, but vomito what- 
ever is lEken ; urine passes Ireely behind and ia scarcely 
tinged with blood. Ordered liq. calcis Sj., hora quaque 
sumend ; pellets of ice and milk diluted with barley water. 

21st — Vomiting has abated, but there have been many 
ill-conditioned dqectiona of a green and slimy character. 
Ordered syr. gum. acacias. 8 p.m. — Vomiting has ceased 
entirely, b»t the bowels have acted three times since morn- 
ing. The margins of the divided prepuce are cicatrizing, and 
the cedema has almost disappeared. 

22d.— Much improved in every respect, calla loudly for 
food, bowels quiet, urine passing by perineum ; mother is 
not able to inform me whether any passes by the urethra or 
not. After this date, nothing occurred worthy of note, 
oilier thnn the non-appearance of the urine by the natural 
outlet; there was some superficial sloughing of that portion 
of the meatus which had embraced Uie amaller calculus, 
and whether it was' concerned in the delay or not I am not 
able to decide. By the 28th, the slough had cleared off, 
leaving a healthy granulating sur&ce, and I passed a sound 
througn Ibeurethrainto the bladder, hoping, by euch means, 
' invite the stream. 29tli. — ^No urine has- pacsed bv the 
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urethm; I agkin introduced the KouDd. 30Lh. — In passing 
the aouod to-d»7, t, full Etream of urine pused Ihrougli tlie 
canal alongBtde the instnimeaL AfUr last date, he passed 
all hia uriae through the urethra, and the perineal wound 
q>eedilj cicatrized. 

In ihe second of these cases haemorrhage occurred, and 
I pregume it v/te caused by the uiTieion of some anomalous 
branch supplying the bulb, which portion of the urethra 
usnnllj receives its vaacular BUppI; by a ve^isel given off 
from Ihe pudic opposite the opening in the triangular liga- 
ment, and the course of such vessel is out of the wa; of 
the deep inci»on. Erichseo savs, that in children the peri- 
neum is uBoally proportiocaCelj more vascular in coDse- 
Sience of the irritation and straining, but I did not observe 
at Buch was the condition in the other oases. It is iulereBt- 
ing to note that the means used to suppress the biemoiTbage 
proved tniBtntirtbj ; and under similar circumstances I 
should resort to it ^ain. 

In &e fourth ca«e, the operation was complicated bj an 
accident that I think must frequently occur in children. In 
these subjects, the bladder lies high, the parte are mobile 
and apt to recede before the finger, pressing its way on- 
wards towards the organ ; under suoi circumstances, the 
neck of that viscas may be easily pushed over the end of 
the staff, leaTJng the operator without a guide. I think 
this may be obviated by the surgeon taking the staff in hit. 
left hand at this point, depressing its handle so as to main- 
tain its point fairly within the bladder during the introduc- 
tion of the right index finger through Uie prostatic portion 
of the urethra. 

The convulsions occurring, in this case also, the day after 
tlie operatjon, were, no doubt, caused by distension of the 



sensibility ; the additional stimulus of distension 
veved along them to the cerebro-spinal axis, and thence 
reaecCed by motor branches to the muscular system. At all 
eveDte snch were my leasons for prescribing the introduc- 
tion of an anodyne into the emptied gut, and the result 
justified the means. 



A CABS or 

COMPOUND DISLOCATION OF THE TIBIA AT 

THE ANKLEJOINT, 



Br a L. WISWELL, M.D., 

Mtt. J. W., «t 63, on the 19lh of June, 1861, after falling 
from a frame a distance of ten or twelve feet, was stmck 
with a heavy piece of timber on the ri^bt teg a short dis- 
tance above the ankle. On examination of the injured 
parts shortly after, the articulating surface of the tibia was 
found driven through an opening Ibnr and three-quarter 
inches in length ; the fibula fractured at the distance of four 
inches above the Joint, also again at the distance of one inch 
above, and tbe tissue between the |)oints of fracture so 
injured, that sloughing resulted a few days subsequently, 
leaving a wound three and three-quarter inches in length, 
«nd some three inches in width. The principal arteries 



proper position, I prepared nwself to combat the con- 
stitutional disturbances that I knew must arise. The 
case, was watched with no Utile anxiety, and remedies 
Administered accordingly. For the first ten days the pulse 
was kept below 100 by the judicious use of veratrom 
Thide. Patient was sli^tly delirious at limes for the 6rst 
two weeks. Teast and charcoal poultices were fteely used 
antit all danger of mortification was passed, and creasote 
wa« added to the poultices so long as any antiseptic was 
deemed necenary. As may be supposed, the discharge of 



pus and purulent synovia was abundant j to guard against 
the bad effects of which, bark and wine were liberally 
administered. Tbe bypophosphites of hme and soda were 
also given, with the apparent effect of increasing tbe 
oppeUte. 

The various mechanical contrivances made use of to con- 
tribute to the patient's comfort and keep the foot in place, 
were by no means peculiar, and consequently need not be 
described. After tnree weeks, he was in a fit condition to 
bo removed to his home, a considerable distance ; tbe limb 
being carefully bandaged and supported. During the six 
months that have elapsed since the injury, several small 
pieces of bone have l«en removed, and from the present 
appearance of the limb I feel justified in predicting a good 
hmb. Of course amputation, if it had resulted favorably, 
would bsTe saved much time; but I imagine that no sur- 
geon, in these good days of conservatism, would be willing 
to say that I purchased the limb at too dear a cost. 
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Ds. DEnioLD. — It may appear presumptuous for ma 
with an obstetric practice so limited, to rise in the presence 
of so many professed obstetricians, and give my experience; 
yet it has been my lot to use anesthetics a great deal in 
obstetric operations. I have always used chloroform. As 
to Ihe preference of chloroform over ether, I am not pre- 
pared to speak. I have always given chloroform, and 
should perliaps again give chloroform, although in surgical 
cases ot late I have limited myself to ether. I am not an 
obstetrician, I see very few cases now, perhaps none, of 
ordinary labor, and it is only now and then that I am 
called m to a difficult case to perform an operation. I 
consider in these cases that the chloroform is preferable, 
because it acts more rapidly. Giving (hen my unquaUfied 
opinion in relation to all obstetric operations, I would not 
like to be without chloroform. I must, however, plead 
guilty that X cannot bring my mind to the general adminis- 
tration of anKelhetics in all cases of natunil labor. I can- 
not give, I must aay, any good reason tor it, further than 
that! am unwilling to administer so powerful an iwent 
about the effect of which there is in my mind some uttla 
obscurity. It is certainly a very powerful agent by which 
we can do away with consciousness, and wiui locomotion, 
by acting upon all the central vital organs. There is some- 
thing fearful in the contemplation of its effects, and this 
fear is added to by the large number of deaths which have 
been occasioned by its use in surgical practice. I most con- 
fess that I do not see a cause for the use of soch an agent 
in ordinary cases of confinement Our mothers before us 
have been confined, and J believe that tbe statistics are not 
greatly improved by the new practice that has been recom- 
mended. I have no very good reasons why I should not 
like to see it generally used, but it gives me an impression 
that the institution of such a routine practice would lead to 
mischieE I would like to inquire here whetlier in pro- 
tracted cases of confinement, in which chloroform or ether 
is administered, the child is not brought in some degree 
under tbe inHuence of the antesllietic. I woidd like to 
know if the blood from the navel cord in such casea has 
the odor of the aotssthetic. 

Dr. Worstbh was willing to endorse all the tentimeDts 
of Dr. Barker's paper save those which bad reference to 
the increased danger of rupture of the perineum when 
Muesihetics were used. He Iwd osed chlot^nn in 96 per 
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ceoti. of all his obstetric cases, and had never met with one 
case bub that would tend to prove the opposite opiaioo. 
He thought that the diUtabilitv of the E«rineum was, under 
such circumBtanoee, fuUy equal to the dilatabilitj of the oa 
uteri. Aa regards any danger to life, he had not met with 
the first caae in hh practice since the introduction of the 
snKsthetic. 

Dr. Barker rose to correct the impression under which 
Dr. Detmold was laboring-. The idea intended to be con- 
veyed in Ibe paper was that cbloroforni might be used in 
cases of natural labor attended vrith veiy Kverepain. 

Db. Peaslee, in answer to the question propounded b; 
Dr. Detmold as to whether the child was afiected by the 
protracted use of the amesthelic during (he confinement of 
the mother, stated that according to his experience, where 
etiter had been dven for a longer period than twelve con- 
secutive hours, be had detected the odor of the anvsthetic 
in the breath of the child for two davs after. No bad 
effects, however, followed. Whelher tne same was the 
case when chloroform was used, he was unable to say. He 
Ihoughtj however, it would be a very important point to 
decide in summing up the reepective merits of the two 
agents. 

Dr. DrraoLD wished to ask if the purity of the ohloro- 
fonn had anything to do in preventing bad consequences. 
He was under the impression that the greatest number of 
accidents followed the use of the purest article. 

Dr. p. Tan Bcrek alluded to a paper which he had 
presented some years since on the same subject, in which 
the sama conclusions were arrived at as by Dr. Barker. 
My own eiperience, oonlinned he, has not been large in 
anaesthetics, though I have used them to a considerable 
extent in obstetric practice, and in every case it has been 
with the happiest results. I have had occasion to use it 
in several coses of difficult operations in which a vast 
amount of sufTering was prevented. I have not seen the 
first case where the least possible injury has been done to 
the mother or child. In regard to the quality of the article 
as to its injurious effects when used, 1 believe it can ho 
pretty weU established that the purer the chloroform, the 
safer the administration. It is probalile that no living per- 
son has given it oftener than Professor SimpsuD, of Edin- 
burgh, and only one death is recorded where Duncan and 
Flockart'a chloroform was used. In the paper to which I 
alluded, which was read before the Academy, a very criti- 
cal examination was made of the different specimens, when 
it was found that those manufactured by Duncan and 
Flockart, and Squibb, were the only two that were per- 
fectly pure. In conclusion he moved that Dr. Geo. T. 
EUiot be appointed to open the diecussioD upon the subject 
at the next meeting. 

Dr. F. Y, WmtE asked the question whether the admi- 
nistration of the article was admissible in cases of organic 
disease of the heart, lungs, or kidneys. 

Db. Elliot etatea that he could save a good deal of the 
time kindly allotted to him at the opening of the next 
meeting by giving his own views in relation to the ques- 
tion propounded by Dr. White, For a long time he held 
and taught that in cardiac disease complicating labor it 
was advisable to keep the patient under the moderate use 
of chloroform, in order to save her tiose violent Ktraining 
efforts that accompanied the sensation of pain and distress. 
While his views had undergone no change in respect to the 
propriety of the exhibition of anreslhetics for the purpose of 
controlling such violent efforts of the will, he hod thus far 
changed that in the event of such a compEicstion occurring, 
he would prefer to give ether. The only reason for sQch a 
preference was that in case death should take place, as was 
very likely to happen, he desired to have the anprohation 
of the profession in regard to the propriety of selecting 
ether. He oould not illustrate better ilie opinion that he 
held in reference to this point than by adverting to a re- 
cent cose in which the wife of a well Itnown gentieman of 
this city was the patient. Notwithstanding Uie soft parts 
were in a good condition, the pelvis ample, and the patient 



in appearance (he type of a healthy young primipara, (ha 
labor was absolutely powerless. He administered witiiout 
effect % iaa. of Squibn's fluid ext. of ergot, as also I vj. of 
Neergaard's tincture. As was always his custom in such 
cases, he did not leave the patient for an^ great length of 
time, keeping strict watch over the pulsations of the foetal 
heart. Two hours having elapsed without any advance 
being made, a consultation was called at bis request, and 
he had the pleasure of meeting Dr. T. G. Thomas. The 
condition of things was recognised, and the propriety of 
terminating bbor artificially received his assent, and also 
that of (Jie husband. As was always the custom with Dr. 
EUiot previous to the administiation of chloroform, the 
heart was made the subject of examination, and Dr. Tho- 
mas proceeding to make that examination, recognised at 
once mitral regurgitation— a valvular bruit with the first 
sound of the heart, heard most distincUy over the apex. 
Dr. Elliot wss also able to appreciate this condition of 
things. It was due to rheumati«n which she had suffered 
from some time before, although at that time the disease 
was carefully observed hy a distinguished physician of this 
city, who was unable to detect any cardiac complication. 
In accordance with bis unfailing custom in these cases, Dr. 
Elliot decided, in the first place, to put his patient out of 
pain during the operation ; in the second place, to spare her 
the anticipation of that operation; and in the third place, 
to prevent her living over in memory the steps of the ope- 
ration. The aniesthetic was administered without making 
known to her the fact that forceps were to be used. Ether 
was preferred in this ease, for reasons already stated. Dr. 
Thomas broufrht the patjent under the ii^uence of the 
aniesthetic, easily, plea&antiy, and thoroughly. She knew of 
nothing whatever from the commencement of the adminis- 
tration until the binder was on. and the baby dressed and 
placed by her side prepared for her to receive it. 

In regard to the question of danger in diseases of the 
kidney, he cotild best answer the queeUon by referring to 
the concurrent testimony of the profession in regard (o the 
value of the administration of ancesthetice in uitemic con- 
vulsions. 

The Academy then adjourned, it being agreed that the 
subject for discussion be continued to the next meeting. 



SURGICAL SECTION. 

NKW YORK ACAnXUr OF UEDICINX. 

EiAnp Htmnia, D«. ST, U(I. 
DS. JAUEB R. WOOD, PXESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR. 

DiscDssioN or PB. oitoROB K, Bum's pafeb oh the rela- 
tion or TBB 1H3ERTIOK Of TUB CAPSULAR LIOAIIEKT Of THI 
BIP-JOIKT TO INTRA-GAPSDLAB FRAOTCBE. 

{OmttiHHd fivm pagt 10*,) 
Dr. a. 0. Post remarked as follows: — "I appreciate 
highly the laborious and scientific investigations, the results 
of which Dr. Smith has presented to the Section. I be- 
lieve that they will lead to Importimt modifications of the 
views which have been en(ertained by sui^ons with refer- 
ence to the important class of injuries to which they 
relalo. But I am not prepared without further demonstra- 
tion to assent to all the conclusions at which he hasarrived. 
I have no objection to make to either of the first four pro- 
positions as stated by Dr. Smith. The fifUi proposition 
seems to me to be founded on an error, or at least on a 
statement which has not been demonstrated (o be a fact. 
The statement to which I allude is (his, viz. that, when (ho 
cervix femoris has been fi'actured, and the fragments have 
reunited, and the cervix is found on poet-mortem cxamins' 
tion to be shorter than that of the opposite aide, ih* 
absorption, to which this shortening is due, preceded tho 
union of tne fragments. It oppearB to me more probabl« 
that the union, in such caMS, t«kes place in the first 
instance, and that the interstitial absorption is asubsequent 
event This view would seem to be suworlad by ^le fact 
that before union has taken place, tho £»^nentiattiMip|«d 
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wiUi the hescl of the bone haa a very imperfect supply of 
the Teios or IjniphaLics through whose kgenej the Absorp- 
tion would be likely to occur. 

In order to demonstrate ihe truth of Dr. Smith's propo- 
sition, it would be necessary to present a series of prepara- 
tioDS token from patients who had survived intra«»psular 
fractures for variable but known perioda, antecedent to 
tmion, and to show that there was a progressiTe shorten- 
ing of the neck before the occurrence of union. Dr, 
Smith's sixth proposition seems to me to involve errora, or 
at least unsustained hypothei'e^', more glaring than that 
which is objected to in tlie fiuh proposition. The Ian- 
gas^ which is employed by Dr. Smith in the sixth propo- 
sition seems to convey the idea that the main obstacle to 
bony union in iDtra-capsuIar fracture is to be found in the 
conoitioo of the fragment connected with the sliaft of the 
Ixme, aud that when the portion of the neck between the 
fracture and the shaft has been absorbed, the obstacle to 
bony anion is thus removed. Now I conceive the princi- 
pal obstacles to bony union in intra^capaular fractures to be 
found in the condition of the fragment connec)«d with the 
head, which having no supply of blood-vessels except 
thoBB which are convened to it by the ligameotum teres, 
does not receive sufficient nourishment to secure its union 
by bone with the other fragment The seventh proposi- 
tion seems to be founded on the same errors or unsus- 
tained hypotheses which are contained in the fifth and sixth. 
The first sentence in this proposition requires to be qualiAed 
by conQning the statement to intra-capsular fractures, as it 
has not been demonstrated that there is ordinarily any 
shortening of the cervii femoris following extra-capsular 
fractures. The eighth proposition is founded on the same 
error or unsustained hypothesis ea the three preceding ones, 
viz. that the shortening of the neck by absorp^ou precedes 
the union of the fragments by bony or fibrous tissue. From 
the Ktnilarily in the appearances of certain cases of fractured 
cervix in wnich union has taken place, and in which alarge 
portion of the cervix has been absorbed, to certain cases of 
disease in which shortening hits occurred without fracture, 
it might be inferred that probably the union of the frag- 
ments has preceded the absorption of the cervix. 

The principal interest which atlacbos to Dr. Smith's 
report appears to me to be the demonstration that there is 
a considerable diversity in the extent of the portion of the 
cervix femoris which is included within the capsule in dif- 
ferent Bubjecis, and that the portions included within the 
capsules are equal on the two sides of the same subject 
He has also demonstrated that there is a considerable por- 
tion of the cervix intervening between the insertion of tlio 
capsule and the inter-trochanteric lines. From these facts 
which have thus been demonstrated, it may fiurly be infer- 
red that it will ordinarily be impossible to determine during 
life, whether or not fractiu-e is entirely within the capsule. 
And in old cases where absorplJon has taken place, and the 
capsule has shilled its position, it may be impossible, even 
by a post-mortem examination, to determine positively 
whether the fracture was originally within the c^sule. 

I propose, therefore, to make a new clnssification of frac- 
tures ollhe cervix femoris, dividing them into two classes, 
TIE. fractures between the caput femoris and the inter- 
trochanteric lines, and fractures at the inter-trochanleric 
lines extending more or less iuto the shait of tlie bone. 
I propose to call the fractures of the first class intra- 
tervical^ and those of the second class adra-cerviad. 
I think (hat these two classes of fractures will be found to 
correspond very nearly with those which have hitherto 
been described as intra-cangular and extra-cspsular. They 
are somewhat distinct in the signs by which they ore chA- 
racterized during life, and are strikingly dissimiW in their 
appearances, as disclosed by examination after death. I 
submit the following propositions : — 

1st. lotra-cervioJ fractures kk usually included wilhin 
the capsular ligament, being near the heart of the bone, 
and often involving a portion of it 

2d. iDtra-cervicol u^turea are attended with a short- 



ening of the limb, which, in recent cases, rarely, if ever, 
exceeds an inch. 

3d. In intra-cervical fractures, bony union very rarely 
occurs. When bony union fails, tiiere is sometimes liga- 
mentous union, and somelimes the ftflgments remain 
entirely detached from each other. 

4tL In intra-cervical fractures, whether bony union 
takes place or not, the cen-ii femoris becomes greatly 
shortened by interstitial absorption, and, afWr the lapse of 
several weeks or months, the limb may be shortened to the 
extent of two inches or more. 

5th. In intra-cervical fractures, as the neck of (he bone 
is shortened by absorption, the capsule shifts its posidon, 
so that in some cases it ultimately becomes attached to the 
abalt of the bone. 

Gth. In extra-cervical fractures, Uie cervix femoris is 
driven into the spongy structure at the junction of the 
trochanters with the shaft of the bone; and if the frac 
ture be the result of a moderate amount of force, the upper 
fragment will be impacted into the lower. The shortening 
in such cases varies, according to Robert W. Smith, from 
a quarter of on inch to an inch and a balf. 

7th. When an extra-cervical fracture is produced by a 
floater amount of force, the impaction is relieved by the 
splitting off of the trochanter?, and the frngments acquire 
a considerable degree of mobility. In such cases, the 
shortening varies from one inch to two and a half inches. 

8th. In extra-cervica] fractures, bony union may gene- 
rally be expected, if the patient be not infirm, or of very 
advancedage. The union of the trochanters with the shaft 
of the bone takes place at an earlier period than the union 
of the nedf with the shaft An exuberant growth i>f bony 
matter ia ^t to take plac« at the junction of the trochan- 
ter with the shaft of the bone. 

9th. There is not usually any remarkable shortening of 
the cervii femoris after extra-cervical fracturea 

The Society then on motion adjourned. 
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The Land. Med. Rn. for October, contains an orticle by Mr. 
Joseph Square, surgeon, etc., on the removal of loose car- 
tilages from the knee-joint by Mr. Syme's subcutaneous 
operation. He first reJers to a case reported in the Laruxt, 
under the care of Mr. Ftrgusson, who operated by a valvu- 
lar incision, in preference to the operation by Mr. Syrae, 
In this case, synovia flowed from Uie wound during the 
operation, and the joint was subsequently attacked by acute 
inflammation, and discliai^ed synovial fluid and pus for 
many days. After being actively treated with calomel, 
opium, and leeches, the patient Bnally recovered with a 
stiff joint Having witnessed similar disasters follow this 
operation, the writer was ready to hail with satisfaction 
Mr. Syme'a announcement of his operalion, and commenced 
early to practise it with marked success. ' He now reports 
nine coses treaied by himself and colleague, Mr. Whipple, 
in which tlicy invariably employed the subcutaneous 
method, all of which have been attended with (lie most 
happy results. The operation conusts in fixing the carti- 
lage firmly at either side or angle of the joint, and wliile it 
ialield in situ hv an asdslant, tiie skin is punctured by a 
long tenotomy knife, about two inches from the cartilage, 
and by a semi-circular sweep the areolar tissue is separated 
from the subjacent fascia, and Uie synovia! membrane upon 
the cartilage freely divided. The cartilage is now pressed 
through the opening in the synovial membrane, and slid 
along the subcutaneous tract, and (here fixed with a pad 
of hnt, adhcMve plaster, and bandage, a straight splint 
applied along the back of the limb, the limb plaoed at on 
angle of fort^-five degrees, and generally « cold water 
drese'mg apphed. At & proper lime the cariiUf™ " »t-j~^ 
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and the reinwning portion of ihe wound he«Ja without 
difficulty. Id the treatment of these nine cobpb, the knee- 
joint was opeoed bj aubcutaneous inciaiou thirteen times, 
and " neither pain, inQ&mmatory action, nor any aerioui 
eymplom haa in any one instance arisen." The writer con- 
Bidere it a ure operation, and ui^es, with earneatnees, ita 
adoption by the profession as acommon justice t« humanity. 
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Thi old Enicketbocker, who, a few ^ean ago, embarked on 
a sloop for a voy^e to Albany, declaring he had no confi- 
dence in steamboats and rail-cars, expressed a very salutary 
doubt as to the comparatiTe safety to " life and limb" of 
the modem ways of locomotion. The if)pIication of steam 
to travel was not more amazing in its power, to our elder 
brelhren, than was the frequent slaughter of scores of trs- 
vellera by lerriGc, accidents horrifying. They very natur- 
ally determined to continue in the old and safe ways, rather 
than adventure, when they only gained in speed St the risk 
of life. Although it ma; be doubtful if the number killed 
and maimed to the number who travel, rosy not have been 
greater fifty years ago than now, yet it cannot be denied 
that the perils of travelling by sleam are, in truth, alarm- 
ingly great From carefiitly prepared statistics, it spears 
that in this country during 1661, there were 63 railroad 
accidenla, resulting in 101 killed and 459 wounded ; in 1660, 
there were 74 railroad accidents, resulting in 57 persons 
killed and 315 wounded. The number of railroad accidenla 
for the last nine years was lOiO, giving 1267 persons killed 
and 4385 wounded. Steamboat accidents present a remark- 
able contrast to those occurring on railroads. A far greater 
fatality attends them, owing to tlio liabilitieB to drowning. 
In 1B60, there were 21 steamboat accidents on our inland 
waters, resulting in 242 killed, and 146 wounded. During 
the last nine year?, tliere have bvea 261 Stesmboat acci- 
dents, causing tlie death of .3074 jieisone, and the maiming 
of 1170 others. 

In reviewing such statistics, the practical question which 
presents itself to every philanthropist is, bow can modem 
travelling be rendered more safe? As physicians, it is not 
our province to discuss the causes of railroad and steamboat 
disasters, as they are for the most part directly traceable to 
bad maongement. The care of tlie injured, however, falls 
to our lot, and we have a direct interest in whatever tends 
to make our services most available in the mitigation and 
relief of suffering. 

The attention of the profession has been called to the 
" Medicsl Frovisiun for Railroad Accidents," in a letter 
published in a former number of the Memoal Tikes, by A 
Country Surgeon. A plan for rendering the services of 
medical men more efficient on railroads, in cases of acci- 
dents, should, we think, be devised, and that recommended 
by Ihe writer is worthy of consideration. 

' Let the companies, where practicable, appoint dis- 



trict surgeons, unsalaried, but payable for actual servioes 
at the principal towns along the line, and not exceeding 
from ten to fifteen miles apart, the district of each to ex- 
tend to the flag station nearest to midway between any 
two. The advantage attending such regular appointments 
would be, that where medical assistance was not immedi- 
ately at hand, the employees would know exactly where to 
send. At esch such surgical station a small room should 
be set apart on the ground floor, furnished with an iron cot 
bedstead and bedding, a stretcher', a small table, oneortwo 
common chairs, and a small wood stove, b; which the 
room could be heated in a few minutes, if required in win- 
ter, or hot water, or a brick for application to the feet at 
any time. • * • The surgeon might also keep at the sta- 
tion a^ittie linen, lint, bandages, sponge^ a few splints, and 
such minor articles for immediate use. In case of an acci- 
dent, a stretcher could be obtained from the nearest flag- 
station, or those from the adjoining ones, if several were 
seriously hurt, and the medical officer summoned, also those 
of adjoining stations if necessary. This would not pre- 
clnde, however, the employment of any medical aasistanc« 
immediately available. If the injury were too severe to 
risk removal, the patient could be carried to the nearest 
flag station untd the immediate danger had subsided; when 
practicable, however, he should be carried to the nearest 
district station, his immediate wants there attended to, and 
provision made for safe removal" 

If this, or some similar plan were adopted by our rwl- 
road authorities it cannot be doubted that very many lives 
now lost would be saved, and mudi suffering would be 
promptly relieved after those terrible accidents whidi bo 
often thrill community with horror. 

Id steamboat disasters, upon our rivers and lakes, there 
is universally great need of immediate and efficient medical 
aid. Many of the steamboat accidents consist of explo- 
sions, and the resulting injuries ai«of a nature that demand 
instant attention. Frequently these casualties occur many 
hours before the destination is reouhed, and the victims, if 
they survive, suffer untold miseries. Every Ocean steamer 
has to supply itself with a surgeon ; the necessity is appa- 
rent, for few travellers are willing to commit themselves to 
the perils of a sea voyage without some medical provinon. 
Is it not equslly important that the densely crowded 
inland steamer should be equally provided with proper 
medical aid ? The necessity is loo apparent to require 
argumenL 

This subject is one which should not be sUowed to rest 
until ample Steamboat and Railroad medical provisiou be 
made by every corporation controlling tlie great national 
highways. 



REORGANIZATION OF THE MEDICAL DEPART- 
MENT OF THE ARUT. 
In a former nurabei we noticed at some length the pro- 
posed reorganisation of the Medical Department of lite 
U. S. army, in accordance with a bill introduced into the 
Senate by Sbhator Wilson. At that time we had seen 
bnt an outiine of the Act, but we now have an opportunity 
of presenting it in full to our readers. Every member of 
the profession must be interested in a measure which con- 
teinplates placing tJie medical corps of the army in a more 
dignified, honorable, and influential position. The several 
sections read as follows ; — 
' Sectiok L There shall be one Director General who 



form the duties now 



aasigned to the ^ripjn-fl^p^jip^ 



Hadloalll 



MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY. 



ju.«,ie«i 



67 



Buch otJierfi as may be required by law and regulntionB. 
There shall be one Sanitary Inspector-QenercJ, who shall 
have the rank, pay, and emoluments of a^Colonel of Ca- 
valry, and who BliaU, under the Director-General, have the 
reneral superviEJon of all that relates to the sanitary condi- 
tion of the Army, whether in (quarters or in camps, aDd 
■with tha hygiene| police, discipline, and efficiency of field 
and eenerel nospitala under such regulations as may be 
hereuter established. There shall be eight Sanitary In- 
spectors, who shall have the rank, pay, and emoluments of 
a Lieutenant-Colonel of Cavalry, and who shall be charged 
with the duty of inspecting tlie sanitary condition of quar- 
ters and camps, of field and general hospitals, and who 
ihall report to the Sanitary-Inspector- Q-eneral, under such 
regulations os may be hereafter establislied, all ci^pum- 
■lances relating to the sanitary condition and wants of 
troops and of nospitsls, ftnd, to the skill, efficiency, and 
good conduct of the officers and attendants connected with 
the lledlcal Department. There shall be not exceeding 
forty Surgeons of the first dws, who shall have the rank, 
pay, and emoluments, each, of a Major of Cavalry, and who 
shall ordinarily be assigned to sta^, bureau, and hospital 
duties. There shall be not exceeding fifty Surgeons of the 
second cl«^ who shall have the rank, pay, and emoluments 
each, of a Captain of Cavalry, and who shall ordinarily be 
assignftd to duty with regimenis. And there shall be not 
exceeding one hundred Assbtant^urgeons, who shall have 
the rank, pay, and emoluments, each, of a first Lieutenant 
of Cavalry, and who shall perform such duties as are now 
required of assistant-surgeons. There shall be not exceed- 
ing one hundred Medical Cadets, who shall not be less than 
eighteen, nor more than twenty-three years of age at the 
time of entering, who shall be examined by aBoard of Me- 
dical Officers in such branches of medical sanitary science 
as the IMrector-Gkneral may order. Ailer three years of 



of character from the medical officers with whom they have 
served, they may be examined for promotion by a Board 
of Medical Officers of the army. They shall have the rank, 
|uy, and emoluments of the highest grade of non-commis- 
sioned officers of the army. There shall be as many Hos- 
pital Stewards as the exigencies of the service may requ{r« 
from time to time to be designated by a Sanitary Injec- 
tor on the recommendation of the senior-surgeon of the 
post, division, regiment, or militarv department, where 
their services may be required, and they shall have the 
rmnk, pay, and emoluments of first-sergeants of cavalry. 

Sec. II. Be it further enacted, that immediately after 
the passage of this act. it shall be the duty of the Preddent 
to select from the meaical corps of the army suitable per- 
sons to fill the offices of EHrector-General, Sanitary Inspec- 
tor-General, and Sanitary Inspectors, provided that no one 
fliall be appointed to either oTsaid positions who shall have 
attained tlie age of sixty years. 

Sec. III. And be it further enacted, that promotion in 
the medical corps, up to the grade of Surgeon of tlie first 
class, inclusive, shall be by seniority, but that the grades of 
Inspector-General, Sanitary Inspector-General, and Sanitary 
Inspectors shall be Glied by selection from the whole corps, 
and by such officers as shall have shown their peculiar fit- 
ness for such positions. 

Sec. IV. And be it further enacted, that the Surgeons of 
the first and second classes provided for by the first section 
of this act, shall be appointed from the medicd corps of tiie 
arm^ as at present organized, and in accordance with 
requirements of Section III. of this act, and that the con- 
aequeot vacancies in the grade of Assistant Surgeons shall 
be filled by appointment from civil life; provided that no 
one shall be appointed an Assistant Surgeon in the army, 
or promoted to the grade of Surgeon of the first or second 
class until he shall previously have been examined by a 
board of Army Medical officerB,'Bnd found qualified, pfiy- 
sically, morally, and in medical and sanitary attainments, 
for the office, and the adequate performance of its duties. 

8eo. Y. And be it further enacted, that so much if the 



act of that allows sdditionol rations 

to Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons upon the completion of 
ten years' service in their respective gradca be, and the 
same is hereby repealed. 

Sec. VI. And he it further enacted, that every medical 
officer of tlie army who has attained the age of sixty-five 
years, or on attaining that age, shall be retired from active 
service, and sliall be entitled to receive tlie pay and emolu- 
ments allowed to officers of corresponding rank, by the act 
of 

Sec. YIL And be it further enacted, tliat all acts and 

Earts of acts Inconsistent with the provisiona of this act, 
e, and the same are hereby repealed. 

The features of this Sill, which will arrest attention, are : 
1. The increa-se in the foree of the Department; 3, Tha 
elevation in rank; 3. The formation of a corps of medical 
cadets; 4, The promotion to the highest places in the 
Department by merit, and not seniority ; 5. The retiring of 
officers at the age of sixty-five. The Bill, as drawn, was 
evidently designed to filace the medical department of our 
army on a basis corresponding with those of Great Britain 
and France. The title of the chief officer is very properly 
changed from Surgeon General (o Medical Director — « 
change long since made in the English medical department 
In 1814, the head of the U. S. Army Medical Bureau was 
■tyled " Phyacian and Surgeon General." The addiUon of 
a Sanitary Department, properly appointed, is a most 
important improvement, and cannot fail to commend itself 
to the good sense of our legislators. The rank b also a 
great advance, but still it is not what military science in 
our day requires. There can be no good reason why the 
first Medical Officer should not be a 2fajor-GeneraL It is 
doubtful whether Medical Cadet?, as a distinct corps of the 
Bta^ will prove desirable. In every position where medical 
services are required, fully qualified surgeons can alone 
properly discharge the duties. In large civil hospitals, 
undergraduates are now rarely admitted, and much less 
should they be intrusted with responsible duties in military 
hospitals. Promotion lo high offices according to merit, 
and not by seniority, is now becoming the prevailing cus- 
tom in other departments. It has its advantages, and its 
disadvantages. While it stimulates the young and ambi- 
tious to perform meritorious services, it cannot be denied 
tliat it places the office witliin the arena of political influ- 
ence, and in that respect might seriously coniprumise its 
efficiency. Still, towards that general regulation, our own 
OS well as other Governments are tending, and we should 
not he dijiposed to reject it Indeed, promotion by merit 
was, we believe, the rule in the early history of tlie medica 
department of our army. Surgeon-General Lovbll, who 
succeeded Physician and Surgeon-General Tiltok, was 
thus promoted. Finally, the retiring of officers alter a 
given age must be a rule in every department of govern- 
ment requiring great energy nnd activity. 

The importance of a reorganization of the medical depart- 
ment of our aimy is an admitted fact by military officers 
no less than by the Medioal Staff itself. The events that 
have occurred within the last six months have revealed 
the defects of the present orgnnization, and call for imme- 
diate reform. The medical profession should seize the pre- 
sent opportunity to place this branch of public service, in 
which they have a spedal interest, on the moat elevated 
basis. Medical men throughout the (Kiunlry can do much 
to further this object by communicating with their repre- 
sentatives in Congress. . 

Digiiizec oy VjOOQ I C 



68 Anvteu U«dlal Tlmei. REV 

THE WEEK. 
A uturaa of the Asociate Members of tlie U. S. Sanitarj 
CommisdoD, and of members of the ComofiaaioD resident 
in the city of N'ew York, -was held at the rooms of the 
Centurjr Club, in the evening of Thursday, the ninth day 
of JanuMj. His Honor, Oeoroe Opdtke, Uayor, was 
called to the chair, and Ms. 0-. F. Allen appointed Secre- 
tary, The chairnan addressed the meeting, impressing the 
great value of the aerTicea the Sanitary Commission has 
rendered and is now rendering the nation, and the m-gent 
necessity whicli exists for Uie prompt accomplishment of 
the object to further wliich the present meeting was 
specially convened — the thorough reorganization of the 
medical department of the Army. The TiEV. Dr. Bellows, 
chairman of the Sanitary Commission, addressed the meet- 
ing, laying before it the present condition of things in the 
medical department of the army, the .pressing necessity of 
some official and efficient machinery for providing for and 
regulating the sanitary condition of the troops, and the 
consideraitioos which render a complete and thorough reno- 
vation and reorganization of the medical department of the 
army absolutely indispensable. Dr. Van Bl'ren llien gave 
the meeting tlie history of the present Medical Department 
of the Army, and in a more detailed and proPessionat way, 
the practical defects of the present system in our Army, 
contrasting it with the systems now existing in the Armies 
of France and England. 

Mb. Stohgis, after some introductory remarks, moved 
the following resolutions with preambles : — 

Whereoi, The efficiency of our troops, the economy of our 
treasury, the confidence of the people at home, and the auc- 
cess of our national cause finally depend as much upon the 
htaUh of the army as upon great generalship, hard fighting, 
sound legislation, or good financiering; and 

Wherau, The healUi of every army is largely dependent 
on the constitution and efficiency of its medical department, 
and ita disposition and ability to employ all known preven- 
tive and curative methods with foresight, energy, and zeal, 

Whertat, The existing medical department of the IT. S. 
army being skilfully adapted to the economical and simple 
wants ofthe few thousand men hitherto, happily, competent 
to our national need, is, on this very account, far behind the 
wanla of an army of more than half a million of men. 
Therefore, 

1. Retolotd, That the humanity and inl«lligence o{ the 
American people demand that the vast body of citizeo-Eol- 
diers now in the field, fighting for the life of the nation, 
shall not be without the protection of the most efficient me- 
dical organization known to military experience in any 
part of the world. 

2. Haolved, That the existing organization of the medical 
department of the army, in which laaoriti/ is the sole law 
of promotion, and a colonelcy the highest grade of assimi- 
lated rank attained, is incompatible witli Lhe duo import- 
ance of the department; destructive to that spirit of emu- 
lation essential to p^at services; fatal to the rise of merit 
and high qualificauons in the control of offiurs; and dead- 



ening to the efficiencT ofthe department. 
". Retolvtd, That this meeting earnestly urges ui 



nCon- 



I, the passage of a bill, substantially such as nas been 
introduced into the Senate, a copy of which is appended, 
for the reorganization of the medical department; raising it 
more nearly to the level of the position now enjoyed by 
the medical departmeola of England and France; securing 
to it the full reliance of the government and the hearty 
confidence of the public; and enabling il by the invigora- 
tion it would acquire under the administration of men of 
middle age, proven qualifications, and first-rate energy, to 
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meet the humane expectations of the nation, and eecure the 
largest possible amount of health and efficiency among our 
troops. 

4. Retolved, That these resolutions, signed by the oBi- 
cers of this meeting, and by such of the members of this 
body as feel (heir truth and urgency, be transmitted to the 
Chairmen of the Military Committees in both Houses of 
Oongressj to the Commander-in-Chief, to the Secretary of 
War, and to tlie President of the United States, 

5. Jtaolved, That the aforesaid members of the Sanitary 
Commission now assembled, earnestly invite their fellow- 
ciiizene, and especially the Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Associated Bonks, to exert their influence to secure the 
passage of Senator Wilson's bill (above referred to) with 
propef modifications. 

These resolutions were seconded b; Dr. Auihzo Clabx, 
who supported them in an address to the meeting. The 
HonoRABLB HoRACi Greblet, Professor ORnROHAOx, Rev. 
Dr. Osoood, Dr. Watson, Mr. McCnnnr, Judob Dalt, 
Dr. McCreadt, Db. Griscom, Dr. Alexardeb H. Stetekb, 
Dr. Josefu M. Suith, and Ds. Harkib, all spoke in support 
of the bill and resolutions. 

The practice of salUng the streets of New York after 
every snow storm, to hasten the melting of the snow, is 
now forbidden by law. While il was practised, the streeta 
were not only ankle deep with water, but this water was 
rendered intensely cold by the mixture of aolt. Great 
injury resulted to the hoofs which travelled on these atfeets, 
many losing their horecs as a result of the constant expo- 
sure. Children attending the public schools were very lia- 
able to have their shoes saturated with tliis brine, and 
severe colds were the consequence. As a sanitary measure, 
this action of the Common Council is worthy of all imita- 

Recbht reports from our army at Port Royal show a 
Urge amount of sickness, most of which is due to the effects 
of a southern climate upon norttiem constitutions It is 
noticed also that hospital provision is not sufficient for the 
wants of the sick. This is to be regretted, as much suffer- 
ing and a largely increased mortality must result 
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Te!i Lectures Iktroddctobt to thb Stctdt of Feteb. 
By Andrew Anoerbon, M.D^ Lecturer on the Practice 
Of Medicine in Anderson's University, Glasgow. Lon- 
don. 1861. Pp. 180. 
Fever is a disease the study of which presents peculiar 
difficulties to the student Firatly, it ia complex in itself — 
its types and varieties are numerous — ita pathology is yet 
undetermined; then, ihere is no lack of treatises upon the 
subject, and each author, following his own plan of arrange- 
ment and classiScation, bos multiplied the labors ofthe stu- 
dent, and often perplexity has resulted instead of assistance 
being rendered. It may not seem likely to lessen the con- 
l\ision arising from a multiplicity of authors that another 
shall come forward to present his peculiar views. Still the 
writer of this little treatise has, in our opinion, succeeded 
in attiuning the end he had in view — to present such a view 
of fever in general, and of the relations of the individual 
fevers to each other, as should aid the student in mastering 
the subject. It is not a treatise on fever exhausting the 
subject by a systematic consideration of^ the disease in 
general, and its individual divisions, but a sketch of the 
disease, so that its nature may be understood,. its relations 
determined, and the bearing of its varietie^^oTMlt^ Lk^ 
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teacher of experience here pives us what he has Judged the 
bast plao of presenting to the mind of students one of the 
most complex wid important anbjects of practical medicine. 
Ae Uie oldest and most experienced may derive benefit 
from reviewing elementary subjects, and os those for whom 
ihe work was published cannot fail of being profited, ve do 
Dot heaitate to devote a portion of our space to an analysis 

Among the atutei of fever cold and various irrilotions 
may he ranked, but tliey do not frequently pv^ rise to tlie 
disease, rather causing inflamtuationB than levers. By far 
the greatest number of fevers are produced by poisons, and 
of ^ese there are four — "Malaria, poisonous emanntiona 
from vegetable matter; effluvia, poisonous emanations from 
animal matter ; the specific contagious emanations from 
particular fevers, as typhus for instance; and epidemic 
mSnencc — a poison existing in the atmosphere, coming we 
know not whence, acting we know -not how." 

The consideration of the period which elapses between 
exposure to the cause, and the development of the disease — 
the period of latency, or incubation, gives occasion for the 
following practical remarks: — 

" When a person has been exposed to the contagion, say of 
typhus, and begins to complsio of languor, lnsHiiude, headucho 
perhaps, and alight slckncee, Iben is the time for trying to word 
offtbe diseass. Remove him fiom the source oTcontngiou, keep 
up the vital power by raniplior. quinine, ammonia, elooholic sti- 
mulanls in moderation ; aud in many cases I do believe you will 
aueeeed — just as in ihc caKe of malaria, quinine inlroduoed into 
the system so fortifies it, lliat altliough tlie poison must needs bo 
absorbed into the blood, it does not there produce the eflect il 
otherwise would. I believe it is at this period of the fever that 
emetics can be of use. If the fever has fuirly developod Itself I 
do Dot think you can cut it short ; ft^ during the stage of incu- 
bation aDfthiDg that exhnoets tbe pnlleDt is injurious. You 
must not light against the fever. One of our owd profession, let 
us say, reels the indications of on-coming lerer ; Uetenninieg to 
resist it to Ihe last, lie oontioues lo go about in bis usual way. I 
believe this is the very worst ihing that can possibly tie done in 
the stage of iocubatiun. Every elTort ought to be made lo keep 
up the vital system, and not exhaust it." 

To the queelioit " What is fever ?" — a question which hu 
elicited BO many answers, upon which so many controver- 
sies have arisen, and the fruitful parent of so many theories 
— our author does not respond \a the sense of fixing upon 
any particular pathology lor the disease. He does not, 
thereibre, commit himself to the "nervea" or the "vessels" 
^-doas not adduce arguments to raainlain " spasm," or 
wttfte time In combating "relaxation.' One thing he 
impresses upon the mind of ttie student — the fact that 
there is idiopathic fever — fever independent of any local 
lesion, whatever complications may arise to modify iie pro- 
gress or interfere with its termination. He occupies him- 
aelf with tlie changes which we can observe during fever — 
with theeflecta it produces— ralier than with tlie ultimate 
cause or nature of tbe dieease. 

Fever, he teaches, consists of two pai'ls, relating to — 
Ist, its nature ; 2d, its progress. Tlie iirst has a triple 
division — into derangement ul the blood, derangement of tlie 
nervous system, and derangement of the processes of assi- 
milation. The second may likewise undergo a triple divi- 
sion consisting of tbe series of phenomena which succeed 
each other in a typical case — the sti^^ of depression, the 
Stage of reaction, and the stage of subsidence. The latter 
cannot of course co-exist as they relate to time; of tlie 
former any two, or all three, may, and often do, exist 
together. Four things are present then in every cose — the 
thru " derangements'' in greater or leas degree, and one of 
the ■' stages ; each of tlieso four elctoents miij vary widely 
«s to the extent of departure from the normal state, and 
thus we have a key to the Infinite complexity and variety 
of fever and fevers. 

Now from the proportionate predominance of any one of 
these six elements, tlirce of progre^ and three of nature, 
we have six lypa of fever; when the stage of depression is 
in excess we have the amgative type, familiar to practi- 



tioners in the western portions of our country, because bo 
frequently seen in our bilious remittents and intermittents;* 
when tlie stage of reaction becomes excessive we have ths 
inflammaloiy type ; when that of subsidence, the asthenic 
If derangement of the nervous system predominates we 
have nrrvotia fever; if the blood presents the most marked 
departure from health Uie fever is KpUc ; aud if the pro- 
cesses of assimilation are especially deranged we bsve tbe 
typhoid type. To these two types are prefixed by the 
autliLT, the mQd, where the symptoms are not severe 
enough, and the duration not sufficient to allow of classifi- 
cation under either of tlie other types, and Ihe Unek, where 
the like effect is produced by tlie evidence of the poison or 
the rupidily of its action — the patient dying " as if by 
aconite or arjenie." 

In this connexion we must remark the ease with which 
the author impresses llie difference between the " typhoid 
type" of fuver, and "typhoid fever;" any fever may bo 
typhoid in character without being typhoid fever, paradoxi- 
cal as Llie statement may appear. He adupts the name of 
" enteric fever," from ft ood, discarding entirely, and 
recommending others to discard, the name of typhoid as 
applied to tlie fever with lesion of the fuUicIea and glands 
of the intestines as an essential part of its existence. It is 
to be regretted that there is no ground for hope that his 
influence will be extensive enough to produce a change so 
much to be desired in the medical language of the country. 
The term " typhoid fever" as applied lo the " foUicular ente- 
ritis" is so interwoven with the literature of this country, 
so impressed upon the mind of Ihe profession, that it seems 
impossible to get rid of it, and to substitute a more precise 
and le^ perplexing design aljon. 

After a brief but char description of each of these types 
of fever, and a sketch of the treatment adapted to each, the 
formi of fever arc given. They are five in number ; ephc- 
Inera, often seen in the puerperal state, inlermiltenf, remit- 
tentj continued, and relapsing. 

Next follow the complications of fever, aa resulting from 
special tendencies on the part of tbe disease, as bronchitis 
in measles, or on the part of the patient, or from epidemic 
inQuences prevailing. Others occur frequently in almost 
any kind of fever, the most important of which are cerebral 
and puhnonary complications. Upon the first there are 
some very excellent practical remarks: — 

''We have two forms of cerebral complieation, eonsisling the 
first in delenui nation d bloud to itio brain, tlie eecond in con- 
gtstionj the Hrst being altended by maniacal exeitemeiit, the 
second by stupor deepening Into ooma; and the one will lapse 
into the other. In the first firrm Uiere are Hualied face, red eye, 
and a violent, fierce delirium. Thn is ffenerally implanted on 
tlie mUaiDmotory type of fever. • ■ • ■ One of the commonest 
syinpioms we meet in fever is headsehe, but that is no eertain 
sign of determination of blood to the braio. Generally when a 
patient begins to be delirious, headache is do longer complsinod 
of; and it IS remarked, and I believe with justice, tliat if he still 
complain of headache through his delirium, you have good reason 
lo fear that there Is actual determination ol' blood to tlie brain, if 
not iiiHammatory action there. Mere headache is like pain In 
the back in fever. In all these cases let the head be shaved, let 
ieeelies be applied If necessary, but in moderate number, and 
apply cold to the head by clothes kept continually wet Quiet 
the pulse with aeonite [veratrum viride 7] or with antimony. If 
tlie palient's bowrls are not Irritable. * * ■ 

"In the most part the patients in these drcumstance* die 
eomato.°G, gradually blling Into t)t€ arcond form of cerebral eom- 
[rfioBtion, which resomlilee in many points poisoning by opium ; 
stupor inaidioosly odidm on, gradually deepening down upon ths 
patient. At first you con rouse him ; by-aod-by you cannot 
rouse bim at all; erelong he dies In ooma. • » • liow are we lo 
Lreai tbia coageetivH form of head oom plication 7 Usually the 
patient is too weak Tor any dtpreraing remedy, so that leeching 
IS out of the question. Llislehng is our sheet anchor, but the 
blister must bu a largo one. Sea lliut it be large euougli to 
"~ " 1 oC ttalTroiB U 
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cover the head from the brow to the occiput; this 
marvellouBl; removoe the coma. Tticro arc tn-u aubetauL'es, &nti' 
narcotics thej miglit be called, which maj be used in thia Tonn 
of cerebral aBectioo. A strong infusion of^wn tea ia somelimea 
useful ID helping to bring tlis patient out of stupor; and as 
regards turpentine, I presume that it acta the part of an alteni- 
tive utringeot, and forces the blood out of the conflated organ, 
or produces, as \a purpura and STphilitic iritis, aorne unknown 
qieciSc cliang« upon Oie poisoned lluid." 

Of the efficacy of blisters to t!ie scalp in these circum- 
stances we csn bear strong testimony from experience 
gathered in an epidemic of enteric fever. Tet in these 
days of honiCBopathic proclivities active remedies are not in 
favor with the public even in violent diaeoses, and fre- 
queolly the patient is deprived of the oh»ncet»f cure by the 
prejudices of his friends. 

The pulmonary complication of fever ia perhaps more 
important than the cerebral — the ffreater frequency of its 
occurrence and its insidious approach more than balancing 
the greater danger of the head affection. The lung «s 
complication ia generally congestive in nature, but rarely 
passing into inBammation — arising " from the loss of tone 
of the capillary vessels consequent upon the action of the 
fevar poison, and from gravitation, as tlie patient constantly 
lies upon his back." The relative trequencv of respiration 
ia comparison with the contractions of the neart is pointed 
out as a valuable indication of tJie presence of the compli- 
cation when it ia not shown by ptun, cough, or want of 
breath. Also the point is impressed that if the respiratory 
murmur is found puerile in front we may be sure of the 
lungs being implicated in their posterior portions, al^ough 
the patient be so weak as lo prevent us from making a 
direct examination of the dorsal region of the chest 

"The treatment of thia complication ia veiy difficult We have 
to deal with the debility and want of toae of the vessela. * • * 
Besides alcoholic stimulants with decoction of senega, carbonate 
of ammonia and camphor ere perliaps our most valuable reme- 
dies, with, locally, diy cupping and turpentine stupes; while 
bliaters may be applied, for a short time only, so as to produce a 
powerful derivation to tlia eiirface. Oil of turpentine, in doees 
of twenty minims, is sometimes as useful in this as in other asthe- 
nic oongestions of fever ; and if tuflbcntion be threatened by the 
gntbering mucus of the smaller bronchi, an emetic of sulphate of 
zinc or mustard may, Cir tlie time at least, ward olT the danger. 
If the dulneu on percusaiun be so marktd as to prove that there 
is typhoid pneumonia, I believe the best additional tiling we can 
do, is to give the patient whatever chance of heneSt there may 
be In the mercuriat action; and that blue pill, and squill with 
quinine, may yet save him. There is nothing contradictory in 
comUning tonics and stimulants with mercuiy." 

To this follows a consideration of the sequels of fever, as 
erysipelas, (edema of the glottis, imflammation of the paro- 
tid gland, etc., and then a chapter on the general manage- 
nient of fever cases, and of convalescence, in which the stu- 
dent will find many valuable practical hiiita. 
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FEES FOR MAKING AUTOPSIES. 

[To th* Editor of Ui« Aukuoui Uiiiicii. Tuu] 

Sib: — In looking over the Report of the Board ofSuper- 
TiBors, just published, I find numerous charges for po»l-mor- 
tem «ni»itna*ion«, made by various physicians during the 
year. It is understood that most, if not all, of these autop- 
aies were made by order of the coroners, and llie fee for 
this service Taries from live dollars (the ordinary rate 
allowed) up to one hundred and fifty dollars, which is extra- 
or^nary. Why this great difference in the compensa- 
tion? While, on the one hand, the house-physiciane and 
surgeons of our hospitals are allowed but five doilara (which 
is no compensatioQ for their tjme and trouble, not to speak 
of their atlendauoe upon the courts of justice), especially 



in cases of homicide, it appears, on the other hand, that 
certain friends of the Coroner, or Supervisors, may be allowed 
any sum which they may see fit to demand. 

We think that the physician has a just claim for ample 
compensation in these cases, some of which demand mxAi 
time and minute examination, and that in obscure cases, 
requiring the services of an expert, he should be allowed 
extra compensation. It has, I think, been the us^e in 
this city, not t« make any cbar^ for autopsies in private 
practice, unless made for special reasons, by request of 
friends. 

Now the great burden falls to the tot of the hospital 
staff, in our public institutioua ; and we are informed that 
for this service five dollars is all that is allowed by the 
coroner in such case, including, of course, the attendance 
of the physician in court, in criminal cases, by which much 
valuable time is lost. Attempts have frequently been 
made to remedy this evil, but hitherto without suocess. 
Why should the paltry pittance of five dollars be doled out 
to an over-worked junior, while the extraordinary aum of 
one hundred and fifty dollars is cheerfully allowed to a 
senior practitioner? Cannot a more uniform rate be 
allowed in these cases, which, while it should be satisfac- 
tory to the profession as a body, will, at the same time, 
protect the community from extortionate charges. 

A Tax Patir. 



STKICTURE OF THE URETHRA. 

[To the EdHar of th* Amucik U idicil Tno.] 
SiB r — Maht years ago, while assistant to Mr. Ringrose, 
an excellent country sivgeon in England, a man presented 
himself with spasmodic stricture. Every effiirt to relieve 
him having fiuled, Mr. B-, without hesitation, introduced 
a small canula and trocar just over the piibcfi, in the 
median line, and drew off the water, and keeping him on 
his back, left the canula in for twenty-four hours. Mean- 
while, the urine had resumed ita natural coarse. On with- 
drawing the canula the aperture closed, and not the 
slightest inconvenience was experienced. In the case of 
Matthew L., reported at Bellevue Hospital, in your number 
of January 4, nothing prevented me from adopting the 
above meUiod, but the fact that the relief could only be 
temporary. Alter learning the circumstances of the case, 
and carefully trying every catheter, fi^m No. 1 up, I sug- 
gested his immediate removal to tjie hospital for general 
treatment, he Uving at a distance of six miles from this 
place. Yours, etc., 

Edhithd Arnold. 



IttMcal ittos. 



Tdc Armt in Westebh Tiroihia. — The Buffalo Haiical 
Jcumal, for January, 1862, contains a letter from a soldier 
in the array of Western Virginia, translated from a Ger- 
inan paper, giving an account of the abuses to which the 
army is subjected, by sutlers, surgeons, etc " In the hos- 
pital at Sutton, be says, " it woe horrible to see these 
unfortunates lying scattered upon the floor, without receiv- 
ing proper treatment and medidnee, and without hardly 
ever being asked or examined where and from what they 
suffered ; did not deem it necessary to examine the pa- 
tients, but contented with asking the Steward ' How are 
thev all thia morning?' to which he received the usual 
reply, ' All rightl' except some had grown aeriously worse, 
and some had died during the nighu" The writer bears 
testimony to the efficiency and kindness to the sick of Dr. 
CHABL.ts R. MiHKi, U.S.A., son of the eminent surgeon of 
Buffalo. This youn^ sui^on was on Gen. McClellaa's 
Staff in Western Ttrginia, and is rapidly acquiring an 
enduring reputation. ' 
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BiLLiTDi HiHFtui, Sr, Tbamu, hilf-piat 1 r.H. 

Nbw Yous Hmpttxi. Dr. W.tBon, b»lf-p»t 1 t,m. 
, Opbthiuiic HoariT.IT., Dra. StipfatDsonud QiVrfah.! r.: 

Biw To« Ho«iTnL, Dr. Coek. h»Lr-fi«»t 1 f.m. 

Biu-UTDZ Hogpmi. I>r. Stjn, II Hol, hilf-pwt 1 p.i 
' N»w YOKi HwpiTii. Dr. Pelera, hnlT-pml 1 p.m. 

, OrBTHiuno UowiTix, T>n. Supbeuwi ind Girrlih, 1 p. 

Niw YoK HD«nT*L. Dr. V/ttna. bilT-pul 1 p.n. 

BuxiTDi HospiTii. I>r. Fllst. hiirput 1 p.m. 

Kil iKPltsiiiT, Dr. Noyea, bair-pui 1 p.h. 
' Niv You llMPrTAL, Dr. Cock. ImIF.|iuI 1 p.m. 

BiLuiTOM HtxpiTiL, Dr. Woud'i CILnIo, 1 p.m. 

OrBTUAUIto UoBPiuL, Dn, Btipbunn ud Qurlah, 1 p. 



SPECLiL NOTICEa 

New Jbrbit Stati Mkdiou Socibtt. — The tied annual 

mtding of Ihe New Jertey State MedkaX Sociely, uiiS ht hdd 

Ht New Bruntwick, Ni J., eommtncing Tuetday, Jan. 26, at 

7i P.M. 



By Henry H. Leeds & Co. 

Ob VEDBfiSDAT EVEKING, JAN. MLh. it TV o'clock, it tb« nol- 
d*M* K& es Ftrib AnsBt, our llib ginet. 

LAROB AND TALUABtR 

MBRARY OF MEDICAL BOOKS, 
SURGICAL INSTEDUENTS,'ETC., 

B; ardor oT Ibo Eitcnton of Ow UU DB. EIS9AM, dosouad. Adwdk 

am oUI bo foBsd Iha foUDWiac viUnabU booki, tIk i- 

Telpeu) UldwIftrT. 

Worm OB Diaaua* of E]r* ud Xv, 

BioBiHD-i HMicloe FbTrioloclmw, 

Kwpa'i TnlU dH U>nii«, 

TiBlU d'Anatomla UtssrlpUia, 

Fmy-tight VuliL Jotanion^a Uadlco-Clilnirgloil Batlew, 

On lIUDntloiii ud FrutBtsa or tb* Jolgta, Hlr Aatlar Coopar, 

Spunbrim. on tbe Anatomy of tba Brain, 

Th* Hew York Joamal of Modlolna, eonplala br U» jaai* ISM to IMS. 
Tlw Brltlib and Fonslco Uadiao-CUriiigtod BoTlaw, oomplau IDr IBH V 




\> ensselaer Polytechnic Institute, 

i.lj T»7, N. Y.— Tba aatuty-Mitb aamt-aiiDaal aeaalon of tbla IsalttB- 
tlon br isatrucUoo In the Maibauiallcal, Pb^alcal, and NiiBnl Sclancea, 
wtll EOmniansa Fab. IMlk, IBM. A Ml oooraa In llllltarj BdiBoo b nov 

rnribrr iBrormaUoB. vltfa Iho AnBBal EaglalsT, oan ba obtalnad of 
rior. CBitLi* rttotmx, Dlrtotor. 



\fedical Society of the State of New 

-lU- YOKE.— PDn<iuttoeutBta.Il>aftftf-Bftb ADUtulMaaUnf ofiha 
MadloUdodalTuf ibaHula of Mew York, wtll bt bald unUia fintToaa- 
d>r of ribnuvT B.'in (TiHiday. Fabnurr 401, ISO). In tba Cltf of Albaaj. 
Tba maaUnc will ba iM In tba Cllf HilL 

BYLTEBTEB D. WILLAKD, M.D., Sumnui. 



W 



/ade & Ford are now manufactur- 
ing DK. JOSEPH ][. VEDD&R-B walkinf aplint tHr Uortni* 



MILITA-RTT SUEGEBY. 

FOE BALE BY 

BAILLIEBE BROTHERS 

440 BKOADWAT. 

JnST RECEIVED. COMPLETE COLLECTIONB OF THE ENGLIHH 

GOVSBfiMENT EEP0BT8 ON THE MILITAET 

MEDICAL DEFARTBENT, VIZ.: 

Ifedical and Surgical History of the 

-lU. BrtCUb Arm;, wbleb aarTad In Tnrka; and Iba Crtinoa doriu Iba 
Wnr afalnat Bnid* In tba 7«ra 18M-B-C S Toll. dm. London, iSSS. 



Report of the Commissioners ap- 
polnlad to Inqoln Into tba n«alationi atfectln; the Bultwy ConA- 
tian oT Iha Bridkb Army, clia OnaniiaUon of MlUUry Hoqiltala. and tho 
'nvatmanl ri Ibe Sink and Wonndsd ; irltta Erldenca and AppudU. Mo. 



Report of the Proceedings of the 
SasUaiT CiinmlaaioB daipatcbad to tba Saat of War In tb»BMt,lB 



Ctatistical, Sanitary, and Medical 

O RaporU of tbg Brttlih Amij. for (liB TW IBM. Loadon. IBSl. Il.lie. 



/general Report of the Commission 

Vl BpnolDladfor ImproTlDE tba SultHr CnndlUon of Barraeki and Hoa- 

pitaltlntboBHtiihAnn/. Folio. LoBdon, IBdl. tt.ta, 

Ai ttata Eiportt an iwu iHgltvH lo Aa piveHrid. IntimHttt purcAa- 



A rmand, Histoire Medico-Chirurgi- 

■t\. cola da la Outrra do Crltni*. 8vo. Parli. |I.8S 



"Daudens. — La Guerre de Crimee, les 

■iJ Campemrnla. laiabrls, laaimbaUncfB.lcaliopltaBi, Ao.,Jm, Saoond 



•dlttan, limo. ParKlSM. 11. 



"Dertheraud.— Campagne d'ltalie de 

a 18M. Lpttni MHllco.C)ilnir^oala> ieritaa dB Qnad-QurOar 
g«n(nl de l-unn^ I^Bio. Forii, ISU ILCKL 

"Dertheraud. Campagnes de Kabylie. 

-1-' Illatalre Medloo-Cblmrgicola daa Eapedlltou de UM, 1*^ and ISIT. 
Bvo. Ptrli, ISta. tl.BO. 

"Doudin. — Resumes des dispositions 

-1-1 legilM at reglamanlalra* qnl pntldeut tax oprralluna madletlei da 
PiHa. UcU. , 

"Doudin.— Systeme des Ambulances 

1^ deaArB)«atFnno*lHir(An«UI»a(. Sto. Paria SletL 



Boudin. — Souvenirs de la Campagne 
d'llalle. Sto. PailA ISot*. 



Maladies de I'Armee 

d'OrtoBt CaDi|i>fnadaI£»4-aS-M, Sro. Paria, lB«a tl U. 



Fraser. A Treatise upon Penetrating 
WoUBda of tba Cbaat. ate. Loodon, ISW. tl.tO. 



Gross, S. D. — A Manual of Military 
SUKUEi'.Y; or. Rlnta on tba KmewoBclaa of Field, C*inp, ud 
Hoipltsl l-nollco. Uffiu. PhlladelphliL Moanla. 

Guthrie. — Commentaries on the Sur- 
OEllY OF THE WAR IN POHTUOAl. SPAIN, fEAKCE, aod 
thaNETHkBLANDS. WItb AddlUownkUnf lotk* WarlBlbaOrlBwa. 
Bvo. London. t*^t6. , - , 

Lg,zocD,CjOOl^lC 



j«. J5. len. AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES ADVERTISER. 

E. & S. ^FOUGERA, PHARMACEUTISTS, 
No. 30 N. William St., K. Tork^ and No. 169 Atlantic st, Brooklyn, 

. GENERAL AGENTS FOR THE FOLLOWING PREPARATIONS.- 

Aomm : T. METCALF A CO, Bostow, Mabb. ; H. P. WAKELEE, Sak Frasciboo, CiLCTOMriA ; B. I* 
MASSOT, St. Louis, Ma. ; , Baltihokb, Mabtlajto, no, na 

To be kad al«o from tfee tint cIrm Draf StorM. 



ALBESPETRE'S BLISTERING TISSUR 

ThU TIhdb U ilwir* nllibia, beJug at ■ nalAinn ttrmcth utd bllnvli« 
fn >li houn. It 1> aeit, I)uut7, Kaoamici^ ud ot ■ nut ouiTvnJaBO* in 

Piirfdilf. Genenllr uud IntbaolTlJ nneUetMt iiUwoalrouaniDlsT^ 



RAQUIN'S CAPSULES, 

AnKOTcd tv Ibg TniKk AsadoniT of Medldn*— Dillr prMoflwd wtth 
IT^ ''X'J»P™'*"«'Mi « l*"*^ Th«M atiMtfw art tattrtm nuf 



ODT pnpuiUoa U unonf lb« nuineroiu to^oU wplla- 
bj Hmmptaact, thsbut aituTulnniKlTlbi Qon; Keid- 

N.B, rt « m™ impoHam, In iwlnng IMi oil, to mil («atl* oa IH* 
InOuDed put, «II M4 iMn t( oamoItMv «a«uniM «!<» Ui sU, 
■ £. QENByOlXraau. 14 Bo* d« Bcui Arti, P«1i. 



ELANCARD'S PILLS OP IODIDE OP IRON. 

Etctt phytfem, tntj mi of oadlsiM. ngirii tlia lodlila of Inm ai 
an cicelleot pnpanUoD, DDitilc tha pnpattlM af both Iron ud lodlDa. 

Each plU ounultii ana gmln ot loatdi of Iron, Ua d«a Ij two to ftni 
pilla a dv. Nona ara gaanlii* wUch hara sgt a r^UlTB ain* Hal 
auachcd to Ua Idwu part of the aork, Aa- Ac 

BLANCASD, Pbim., Ho. U Kga Bouparta, Pula, 



BONJBAN'S EEGOTINB ic DBAGEBS OF ERGOTIKE. 

.SOVHA't SrpaUnt, or pnriflad Eitnat of Stmt, I) Um aitnoUTa prin- 
ciple ur Baeali Curnutnm, mlnn* <ta polaonoit inbataaoih In oonaaonaDMk 
A>n)*a«> *vo«»a mar be given In doM> pnqwrtliwaU lo the dNHwof 

S;,.'y'T"i™y^^"'"""^"'^""P*'^'- Thaa™ofiw5»»'» 

XrgMmt l> from llTa lo » gnlaa. dally. One daw«e (time craiai) ow 
b« cifan. enubsd, aret? two ac tbiee boBn, In aame p»n caa« <J bIhS 
BHLOKTK. PtitB„ Nol M Ena Bonrbon, TinaBenT» Paria. 



QUEVENSE-S IRON AND DRAGfiEB OP IRON 

BT HTSBOOEN. 

a UlUal artlda. win pnaerlbo Otnuint 



, , ifaleh lialvaniliiUbnnandrallabIa.andaD]ta dUTamit 

(Ivm tha •ooUHnlal Inm hj Ujirogta. 

It cotoM la HDiU kottlea, irU£ a tfn tpoon MntalDlii two araba of Ina. 
*lit«h la » Jowl R OHMEyOlgTM Bnadei B«nr^jS;Park 



REBEL'S SATONULES OF COPATVA, &a, Ao. 

>a nnmandlr aetira of Oopalva on the Momaeh, aiulns uoaaoDi tra 
■""■'— —^doiaomnMijia, randan Itaeo ■ " 
[ibaTa Bavonnia- - " ■ 



ab*MT>lion Bora raady, baald« lu 
Ini of sluIaD, rHorarad br ascar i 



Dita, the Bataun by lie a^widflDalJaB witl 
a maiuMr. that la dlnttiao ti hit and It 
lUelacaninaBiaiid dlaevlia aadv acoat 



■ dnfae, aattbar oAuid tha Itftit not 



PIEBLOT'S VALERIANATE OP AMMONIA. 

rOB XISFOUS AFFB0TIQS8. 

Tbla praparatlOD 1* not at all like ttia ono pranuad bT Apothaaariaa. tllat 
«*a fOnn]* pnblldiad ta tta IddituI.; li. laJ^xdl*. LdaWe alLltl 
•neaM^i^anUMOIhar ona &Jla, wili UH at onoa bow dllTaraat tha. ara 
one Inm 1» other. ' 

O mm b u PttrloC* TttltrtantOt iif Ammonia It a moit aO 

FIKIOOT, nHD., « Bd* UaiariB., FarU 



BOUDAULT'S PEPSINB, 

Ir pnaerlbad In DVP^Ha, eaUnOffta. *> (tow asd d0(«> 
1b oiroato H»ta u t, *A tiio to arraat ooatUtif J nHf praff- 



DoaiL — Fiflaen fialna In pewdir, ti 



sr three tlmea a day, ]■ 



LABELONYE'S GRANULES OF DIGITALIS,- 

Each Gnnala aoDtalna ona-thlid of a rnln of HTdro-alealuIia £ilnct of 
Ufltallt pDrpiina. Thit pnptiMlon la an eieaUant Hdadie, a poweiftil 
dlontlc and la parftaUr aooeptabla to the tr^TW-fi Tbar Tecniala well 
tha PnUaUont iff tin Btart, iBoreaaa noldly the DriDaf; tesretlaDa, act 
remarkably well In the Xwm* FalpUaUmLAmntritm*. and Byptr- 
(t^iMm of tha_ Aasrt. In Tarioua Etnda at Drapalea, prlnalpallr iSoae 



^rmpUunuli u the Heart 

n "--Tlo ten Grajinlei 

LABKLONYE. 



dally. 



FRUNEAU'S ASTHMATIC PAPER 
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CLINJCAL LECTtJEES 
ON THE PUERPERAL DISEASES. 



BSLLETUB BOfiFITAL MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

Bt B. FORDTCE barker, M.D., 

LKCTDEB L— PABT n. 
on TOXBftsJx oomtiLsscsmo*. 

Tha ZocAtd.— The locbial diKbargs luu&llj decreases in » 
Ter; marked degree for a few boats on the aecond or third 
dny^ during the ezisteoce of what is termed Uie milk fever. 
It IS eomelimea entirelj suspended at this ^me, and the 
nurse should be prepared by four iaslnctions for svch an 
occurrence. The turpentine atupe placed over the hjrpo- 
gaatrium, and retained as lonj; as the patient can bear it, 
-nill usuallj restore the discharge. On the otber hand, the 
aanguineouB discbac^ may continue too long and be of too 
bright a color. Esamine the utenia and ascertain whether 
its size is progressivelv decreasing. Keep jour patient 
rigidly in the horizontal position, and free from all emo- 
uoaaf excitemenL If the uterus remains so enlarged, that it 
can be readily felt above the pubes, you will prubabl^ find 
it useful to give her half a teaspoonful of Squibb's fluid ex- 
tract of ergot, every two hours | and if she be of a deUcale 
habit and amemic constitution, tonics are indicated. I 
shall occasionally give you formulas for prescriptions, that 
you may become lamiliai' with my mode of prescribing. I 
trnst that this will not lead you to bectsne routine practi- 
tjoners, as it surely will not, if you form the habit of care- 
fully analysiug every formula to ascertain the ^wcial indi- 
cations fuimied by each article in the combination. Well 
thei^ rou have a feeble, delicate, anaemic patient, and the 
lochial diEcharge continues profuse and of a bri^t color, aiz 
or eight days alter labor. You find the uterus remaining 
above the pubes, nearly as large as a child's bead. Tou 
give her ergot, as I before desciibed, and, in addition, yon 
make a prescription something like the following: — S. 
QuinLe sulpb. 9j. ; ferri sujph., gr. itij. ; ezt nutij vomica, 
pulv. capsici, i&, gr. yj.; ii. Ft. pil. (argent). No. 12. 
S. one three times a day, directly after eating. Now, 
ask yourselves what is tiie object of tbe quinine, the iron, 
the nux vomica, the capsicum? I have seen, quite fre- 
quently, this condition associated with a very profuse lac- 
tation, which is an additional drun upon the systeoL and 
the patient is nervous, irritable, and suffers from headache 
and ittsomnia. Now, what advant^e will you obtain by 
adding to the above formula four grains of opium? She 
will then take one-tbird of a grain in each pill, or a grain 
in the twenty-four hours. 

In some, fortunately rare cases, a profuse and dangerous 
discliarge of blood may come on some days after delive^. 
This has been termed aecvadary hamorrhage, and it is all- 
important to determine the cause from which this accident 
has arisen. It may arise from simple relaxaticm of the 
uterus; second, from premature exertion or excitement of 
tbe patient: third, from retention of a coagulum or some 
portion of the aecundioea ; fourth, from polypus, submucous 
SbrouH tumor of tbe uterus, or some malignant disease of 
the uterus; or, lilUi, from partial or complete invemion of 
the organ. 

Tbe normal duration of Hie lochia varies greatly in dif- 
ferent individuals. Sometimes the nurse, and even the 
patient herself are greatly alarmed from an apprehension 
that the lochia have ceased at too early a period ader deli- 
very. Tbe early cessation of the lochia, unaccompanied by 
any other symptom of puerperal disturbance, ia not a cause 
for anxiety, but it may be a symptom <^ great importaooa 
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with tbe various puerperal diseases which we 
shall study by-snd-by. It is well to remember that, just as 
in abortion, if tbe ovum be some time dead, previous to its 

expulsion, there is usually very httie hsemorrtiage ; so at full 
term, if s woman is debvered of a child which has been 
some days dead, the lochial discharge is usually much lest, 
and ceases at an earlier period than ordinary. 

Helention of Urine. — Before leaving a woman who has 
just been delivered, I am always very particular to direct 
the nune to try and induce her to pass the urine within a 
few hours. Tbe application of a warm cloth to the vulva 
will facilitate this effort, Sometimeaby turning the patient 
upon her face and knees she may be able to accomplish this 
when she could not in any other posture ; but she should 
not be allowed to exhaust heraelf m fmitiess efforts to ac- 
complish this end. This retention may be due to logs of 
contiwstility of the muscular tissue of the bladder, a kind 
of paralysis from over distension, or to a mechanical 
obstruction, the meatus or urethra being closed by tumefac- 
tion. The first condition is usually relieved by giving the 
patient, every filleen minutes, for an hour or two, twenty 
drops of the fluid extract of ergot. After delivery, espe- 
cislly if the second stage be long, I always examine tlie 
bladder before leaving my patient, and if I have reason to 
suspect that it oont^na much urine, I give the niirse some 
ei^t with directions as to its nse. It is, therefore, very 
rai^y that I am compelled to use the catheter in the puerperal 
woman ; but where the retention is due to the second 
cause mentioned, the catheter is the only resource. As your 
text^books give you minute directions as to tbe guides for 
introducing this instrument, I ehall not detain you by a 
repetition of these rules. I will only surest to ^ou the 
great advantage of your becoming perfectly famibar with 
these guides by the sense of touch, by svailing yourselves 
of every opportunity for practice on the cadaver. When 
necessary, the catheter should be used every eight hours, 
until the' patient is able to relieve herself. It sometimes 
happens Uiat the physician may be misled by the uninten- 
tional misrepresentations of the nurse and of the patient 
herself; as in the following case ;— I was called last winter, 
in eonauitation with an excellent physician, and hi^ly 
esteemed friend, to see a young lady aged nineteen, whose 
first labor had termiaated fifly-two hours before I saw her. 
She had slept none since her delivery, and I found her with 
a very sharp irritable pulse, bot akin, flushed face, red eye^ 
exdted manner, and tympanitic abdomen. She compluned 
of violent headache and intense pain over tbe bypogastriuin, 
and for some hours previous to my seeing her, she had 
been frequently delirious for a few minutes at a time. My 
ftiend, irtio was in attendance, in answer to repeated in- 
quiries, had been assured, both by the nurse and uie patient 
hersdf, that she had passed urine many times since her 
delivery, and that " there was no difficulty in Uist respect." 
A thorough and careliil palpation of the abdomen was very 
difficult, on account of the great tympanites and eiqnieile 
tenderness on pressure, but I thought that I was able to 
detect above the pubes the outline of a Ime elastic tumor, 

?uit« difierent from tlie uterine tumor, which, at this period, 
ought to be able clearly to define. 

I therefore asked permission to introduce a catheter, and 
drew off over five pints of very offensive urine. An ano- 
dyne was then given, the catheter wa.i used every eight 
hours for a tew days, Mid the subsequent convalescence 
was uninterrupted by a single unpleasant symptom. In 
our lying-in wards in this hospital, although our house staff 
are usually on their gusrd as to this source of error, I have 
in two instances found a large quantity of urine in the blad- 
der, the house physician having accepted tlie statement of 
the patient that she had passed water very frequentiy. I 
teamed a lesson on this point some sixteen yeare ago. I 
was asked by one of my conlrdree in the town where I 
rewded, to make a post-mortem examination of a woman 
who hud died a few days aller her confinement. He attri- 
buted her deatli to some obscure cerebral disease, but he 
also aaid that severo peritonitis came on. soon afUr b«r con- 
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finement, which be had siiccessfuDj combated by veneeec- 
tion, blisters, anil calomel and opium. For my preseut pur- 
pose, it is not necessftry for me u> deUil the results of the 
Autopsy, further than lo say that I found in the bladder 
nearly a gallon of urine. This was considered ve^ curious, 
particularly as the patient had passed water very irequeutly 
from the time oi' her coafinement up to within a few houra 
of her death. It was not for me to wound tlie feelings of 
my friend, who was many years my senior, by unkind 
comments, but I internally drew my own inferences, and in 
my own mind " made a note of it." Enough has been said 
to lead you to see the necesraty for making a careiul exami- 
nation of the abdomen ^^r conGuement. 

Laxativrr. — In most women, alter confinement, the 
boweb are not opened until some means for this purpose 
are used, and castor oil is the article which is undoubtedly 
more fi'equentty given than anything else. I suppose that 
three-fourths of all the women confined in this country, 
take a dose of castor oil on the second or third day after 
delivery. Now I do not consider this routine practice 
judicious. Many patients do not require any laxative, the 
bowela acting spontaneously on the second or third day, I 
therefore wait lur some indication of the necessity for such 
an agent before prescribing one, and then I very rarely 
select castor oil, for the following reasons: — It is to most 
patients an exceedingly nauseous disngreeable medicine to 
take, and where there is any tendency to piles, which is 
very frequently the case after labor, it is one of the worst 
■gents that you can select I have frequently observed 
severe suffering from piles, following the evacuation of the 
bowels from a dose of castor oil For these reasons I have 
therefore almost wholly given up its use as a laxative after 
confinement. The selection of the agent must depend upon 
the ^)ecial indication in each individual case. If a laxative 
is required simply on account of torpor of the bowels, an 
enema of warm water and costile soap, thrown up tlie rec- 
tum very slowly and gently, is much better than any medi- 
cine administered by the moulb; or if the patient has a 
great aversion to an enema, as some have, the fallowing 
pills, taken directly after breakfast, will usually act effi- 
dentty and without pain:— 8- Ext. oolocynth co., pulv. 
rhei (Turk.), aa, gr. iij. ; exL hyoecyami, gr. ij. ■ ext nucia 
vomicte (alcob.), gr. j. ; ol. caryopb., gtt.j. ; M. Ft. pil.No.3, 
Let me here state that laxative medicine should always be 
given to the puerperal woman in the rooming. Where the 
hLxative is needed, and there are flatulence and severe after- 

Kiins in consequence, I have found the following an excel- 
Dt combination :— 8- Fid. est, senna!, ayr. zineib. fia, 3 vj. ; 
tinot jalap. Sss; tinct. nuoia vomica, gtL xL; M. S. a 
tablespoonful in a wineglass of water. If the derivative 
action of a cathartic is needed on account of milk fev.er. the 
symptoms of which I shall i»esently describe, two or tnree 
of the compound cathartic pills of the V. S. Dispensatory 
are perhaps the best agent tliat you can select. But if your 
patient has any tendency to or has suflered from piles, I 
am sure that you will find the following combination in- 
valuable: — B. Hagnesiie sulph., magnesias carb., sulphur. 
anblim., potass, sup.-tarl., aa, j sa- M. bene. a. one or 
two teaspoonfuls of the powder in any agreeable vehicle. 

Pa*» are rety common during pregnancy, and in some 
cases where tbey did not exist during pregnancy tiiey 
come on after delivery, add greatly to ih» suflering of the 
patient, and seriously interrupt convalesoence. 

You know that they are Eofnetirnes external, anHingfrotn 
the onficA of tbe asus. If these become intUmed ud very 
tender, a soft. bi'ead'Hid-milk poultice, wiUi a teaspoonful 
of the aqueous extruct of opium, should be applied, ajid 
renewed two or three times a day. It may sometimes be 
necessary to scarify them, or, if s coagulum is formed, the 
tumor elwuld be laid open with a lancet, and the contents 
turned ouL After tlie inliammation has mihsided, the ung. 
gallw cornp. may be smeared over tbem two or tliree times 
a day, winch will generally reduce their sise and hasten 
their disappearance, Tiie inieinal piles are ilie most paiik' 
fiU, as they form within the sphioctei tad »re forced dawn 



when the bowels are moved and remain outside. They 
are grasped by the sphincter and strangulated. Whenever 
they come down tbey should be at once returned within 
the sphincter, by careful, gentle, but firm manipulation. 
By this management, in connexion with the laxative that I 
have before mentioned, your patient will rarely suffer much 
from internal piles. But you see that it is always your 
duty to make a careful ezsmination to ascertain whether 
the piles are external or internal. 

The subject of my next lecture will he Ladation, which 
will of course include milk fever, sore nipples, and mam- 
mary abscess. 
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Alt important point in this case seems to have been, that 
the effusion in the pleuritic cavities must have taken place 
prior to the cut in the neck. Here, so far as I can ascer- 
tun, is raised for the first time the question, whether suffo- 
cation can produce bloody effusion into these cavities. It 
becomes interesting to inquire whether tiiere is any prece- 
dent for such an opinion. I have senrched through the 
ample records of suffocation, hanging, drowning, and stran- 
gulation, and through essays devoted to these subjecis, and 
have failed to find a single instance. Cazauvieilh "On 
Suicide," reporting in detail fourteen cases of strangulation 
and submersion, noticing the thoracic organa in every 
instance, makes no mention of such an effusion. Bri^rre 
de Boismont (Aniu^ d'Hygiine, x1. 425) in a summary of 
remarkable things noted in 797 Proems- Verhaux of cases of 
strangulation and suspension, makes no alluKon to any such 
occurrence ; the examination in all these cases being soon 
after death. Olivier de Angers (Anmda SBygOne, xviii, 
846) examined sixteen of the twenty-three persona suffo- 
cated by pressure in the Champs de Mars on the I4th of 
June, 1837, and found effusion of blood in the pleura in 
none, though ribs were broken in seven from two to ihJr- 

It seems, thenj to be safe to infer that neither blood nor 
bloody effusion in the pleuritic cavities is ever the direct 
result of suspended respiration, no matter how produced : 
lliat when such effusion is found, excepting when attended 
by laceration of the lung through violence, it is always 
either a pathological condition and attended by particular 
symptoms diwing hfe, or a post-mortem result, that may be 
considered in the light of a drainage. Even in drowned 
persons, (n whom it is moat freqnently met with, there is 
no evidence that it is ever observed till after days, and 
many limes weeks, have elapsed. 

Deve^a remariia {Annalea iHygiine, xvi. 444) that 
bloody effnsions, the result of decomposition, are very com- 
mon, always in serous cavities, the pleura, pericardium, and 
sometimes in the peritoneum. They are the result of 
decomposed blood, which is very fluid, and transudes the 
tissues, staining tbem, and occur only after the generatioa 

Devergia and Orfila are the authors to whom we are 
chiefly indebted for a knowledge of the fact here referred 
to. Devergie (AnntUa d'Hyaihie, ii. 164) made examina- 
tions of sixty-two bodies of peraona found drowaMk afid 
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took note of die conditjon of the thoracic cavities in each- 
Of these forty-fiTe were recognised, aod their bistoriea con- 
sequeDtij known. The esaminationa were made in the 
months of Janau^, February, March, and April, that is, in 
the cold season of the year. He found at the end of a 
month of submersion, that the lungs were very emphyse- 
matous fitlrog the cavity of the chest, and estending more 
or leM in advance of the pericardium. At the end of two 
month* the cellular tissue in many parte had imbibed the 
blood of the adjoining vessels, anu hatl become of a uni- 
tbnn red color. Veins had become emptied of blood, and 
ordinarily were distended with gas. The arterieB were red 
by imbibition through their walls ; the pericardium partak- 
ing of the color of the arteries, contaiaing bloody serum. 
In fhree months and a half the lungs no longer filled the 
cavity of the chest; the iqiace between them and (lie 
pleura coetalls was filled with reddisli serosity, and the 
Bemm in the pericardium was less than at earlier periodx, 
was also less liquid, and of a deeper color. AXfoor monOu 
and a hilfiht pleune contained a large quantity of brown- 
ish serosity, at least a pound in each. 

He remarks that these eOuaiong are almost constant in 
the drowoedjWhen the bodies have remained more than 
six weeks in the wat«r, and expresses his belief that they 
>re the results of transudation of the blood and liquids of 
the vessels in consequence of the development oF gas in 
these tubes. Yet, he remarks, these gases did not remain 
there always, for after four months and a half Ihe walls of 
the vessels were effaced and collapsed on each other. That 
these effusions, however, are not in the drowned purely 
the result of drainage, is rendered probable by a case 
recorded by Alexander Watson, in which it is stated that a 
man thirty-five years of age was drunk, and fought with 
several persons, and disappeared March 12, 1833, and eight 
days aner was found in a pool of water, at a depth of 
twenty-eight or thirty feel, with marks of violence upon 
his head, end other signa which gave rise to the su^iicion 
that be bad been murdered, and afterwards thrown into the 
water. " Eight pounds of fluid blood were taken out from 
the cavities of the pleura, and several ounces of the same 
fluid were found in the pericardium." The specific gravity 
of this fluid ia reported to have been 1011. This statement 
proves conclusively that the fluid wis not blood ; even that 
It was not undiluted serum retaining the color of blood. 
The speciQc gravity of blood is 1050 to 1057 in health, and 
in disense it does not fail below 1031: that of serum varies 
from 1021 to 1030, the healthy standard being 1027. In 
dropsies, in diseases of the kidney, and alter profuse hemor- 
rhage, it has not been found below 1013. There is no rea- 
son to infer that the serum in this man would fall below the 
healthy standard ; blood must have been diluted by four 
tiroes its bulk of water to have reached the specific gravity 
here mentioned, and the hulk of serum most have been 
doubled to have readied the same standard. 

But these effusions are not confined to the drowned. 
OrGla {AnnaUi iHygient, iv. 114), in judidal examinations, 
has often seen this fluid in the pericardium, and has found 
the blood black and fluid in the vessels for one to eight 
months after deatli. Ho appears to have met with effusion 
in the pericardium more frequently than in the pleura. In 
his Blrhwmation* J^tridiqwf (Medicine Legale, vol L p. 
405, fourth edi^on), however, he reports several instances 
in whk!h the fluid was found in the latter cavities. Ntcro- 
tcopy 1. — Eighteen days after death a considerable quantity 
of bloody scrum was found in l>otli pleuritic cavities; tho 
person had died of double pneumonia. Neeroteopy 2. — 
Thirty-seven days after death there was also double effusion 
of a similar character. The person was supposed to have 
died of pneumonia, which, however, was Nngle. It was 
klao found in the perioardium. Necroteopy 5. — One hun- 
dred and twency-four days alter death a similar efiusion 
TTM found in the pericardium, and not in thepleura, the 
person bavingdied of pueumonia. Netroteopy^. — Thirty- 
two days after death, eight ounces of bloody serum were 
fotuid in each plenral oavity. The p«raoa had died of fo- 



plexy. He also reports the case of a drowned person, who 
nineteen days after death had eight ounces of bloody fluid 

in the right pleura, and none in the left 

Prof. Toulmouche (Annalea dBygiene, July, 1860 p. 2 10), 
in his report of judicial autopsies made in cases of natural 
death, found bloody fluid in the thoracic cavity in three out 
of ten cases recorded. Thus in Case i, in the right pleuri- 
tic cavity there was a moderate effusion of bloody serum. 
The lung of this side was in a condition which led the 
reporter to believe that the patient had died of pneumonia. 
He does not state how long the body had been buried. 
Cate 5,' which has its duplicate, was in an advanced slate of 
decomposition; there was emphysema under the surface 
tissues, blisters in all parts filled with bloody serum, adhe- 
sions on the entire face of the left lung, ana a small quan- 
tity of reddish fluid in the pleuritic cavity of that side. 
There was pneumonia of both lungs, but no bloody effusion 
is reported on the right side. 

It will be noticed that in many of these cases the lungs 
may be supposed to have been more than usually charged 
wiUi blood at the time of death. And it cannot be denied 
that both reason and observation would lead us to expect 
such effusions most frequently in such cases; still it is to be 
noticed that even in the cases here referred to, drain^e is 
recorded from hings that were not diseased, and not sup- 
posed to have been engoi^ed in any unusual degree. 

That drainage may occur trota such lungs appears still 
further evident from a case reported by ChampouiUon (An- 
nala d^Hygiine, nxxvr. 877). It was that of a soldier in 
Algeria, who lacking courage to accompany his comrades 
in a cbaree, allowed himself to fall from his horse in a 
marsh. He remained there for eevera! hours, and a few 
days after died of malignant miasmatic fever. At post- 
mortem examination, fourteen hours after deAlh, the 
weather being warm (June 10), the body was much dis- 
colored by decomposition ; many parts were swollen by 
gaseons evolutions, and were crepitant on pressure of the 
fingers. His lungs were highly emphysematous, and 
puSied out of the open thorax. The pleurw putmonales 
were lifted here and there by die evohitioo of gas. In 
each of the pleural cavities there was a sero-sacguinolent 
£uid, tlie quantity of which was estimated at two litres, or 
about four pints, and this fluid was covered by an oleagi- 
nous layer of considerable thickness. The peritoneal cavity 
contained about half a litre (one pint) of the same kind of 
fluid, without the oily matter. 

Oendrin injected into the groin of a cat, blood taken from 
a butcher, who had been atlooked with gangrenous pustule 
and putrid fever. The animal died in a short time : a few 
hours alter the body was sensibly fratid. At the autopsy 
there was found in the left pleura " black blood very serous. 

Bevergio (Annaks iCHygiint, iv. 203) discovered bloody 
fluid in liie thoracic cavity of a foetus at term, that had not 
breathed, but had lain in the water six or eight days. 

These casesandstetements embrace nearly all that I have 
been able to find bearing upon ibe post-mortem drainage of 
the lungs while yet in the natural cavities, but it baa 
appeared to me important to ascertain what quantity of 
fluids mav percolate the tissues of the lungs uid plenr* 
after death, from lungs regarded in all re^)ects as healthy 
when removed from the body. To ttia end I have insti- 
tuted a few experiments. 

The following will be suf&cient te illollrate the points 
tltese ejcpenments may settle. 

I, A woman, sixty years of age, weighing ninety pounds, 
died on the 17th of May, 1860. The right lung i^peared 
perfeotly healthy; weighed seventeen ounces, du^laced 
f. I xxxvij. of water, giving |, specific gravity of 142. The 
root of tlie lung was firmly; tied, and the organ was placed, 
root uppermost, in a glass jar, and carefully covered. The 
drainage in ten days was four ounces of a dark, bloody 
serum. The left lung, weighing twenty ounces^ was 
bought to be slightly congested, and was not used for the 
experiment. 

II. A wontsn, Kt. 26, died April 6,^860. of BOMii^^eadi 
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long weighing fourteea and a half ounces. The left lung 
displaced CIsTiisB of water, giving a epedfic gravitj of 
*T97 ; (he right displaced L i xxj. having a apecific gravity 
of '663. The root of Uiis luDg waa tied, and Hie organ 
mended by the ligature in a (flaoa-Btoppered jar, and the 
drainage in seventeen days wm f. J iij. and f. 3 j. The 
weather being a part of Uie time hot, decomposition was 
DOW advancing, and the experiment was suspended. 

IIL A woman, »L 50, weighing one hundred and 
twentj-one pounds, died, having pneumonia of the right 
hing. The left lung appearing perfectly healthy, weighed 
seTenteea and a half ounces, and displaced LJxxvj. of 
water, giving a specific gravity of "644. It was tied and 
■aspended as in the last experiment in a atojwered jar. In 
fourteen days tJie drainage was f. S viias. The lung then 
weighed nine and three quarter ounces, and displaced 
£ S livss,, the specific gravity being then '653. 

IT. The fourth experiment waa conducted for me bj Dr. 
Segur. A woman, tet. 21, weight estimated at one bun- 
dled and t«n pounds, died of meningitis. The right lung 
weighed thirteen and a half ounces, and displaced f. | zviiss. 
ounces, giving a specific gravity of 729. Suspended in a 
stoppered jar for fidy-five days the drainage was f. J iiss. ; 
the lung then weighed four and a quarter ounces, and dis- 
placed f Jvj. of water; the specific gravity being then 
■680. Here itwiU be seen that in fiftv-Sve days more than 
two-thirds of Ihe ordinary weight of Uie lung has drained 
from it in fluid matter, leaving t£e lung tjssue not yet dried 
weiriiing no more than four and a quarter ounces. 

These experiments illustrate what may take place within 
the bod^ after gaseous matter has been developed to some 
extent in the pleuritic cavities and in the vessels of the 
lungs to facilitate the truiisudation of the fluids. It will be 
borne fc mind that while it is denied that the lungs, in the 
case which is the occaaon of these remarks, were congested 
in the sense in which that term is usually used, that is, that 
the vessels at the time of death oontained more than llieir 
usual quantity of blood, yet it is not denied that they con- 
tained more of this fluid than would have been looked for 
had the woman died of hemorrhage from the femoral artery 
or other vessels, the severing of which did not imply the 
severing of the trachea 

I>ULM0H4RT IFOFLEXT. 

It waa daimed by the prosecution that in the right Inng 
there were several points of pulmonary ^lopleiy, and that 
Btatemeot was admitted as true on inspection of the part 
of the lung. The explanation given by the prosecution 
and defence was very different; the former claiming that 
these eSusioDS were the- result of suffocation ; the latter, 
that so far from having been produced by this cause, their 
Tsry existence proved tliat no suffocation had been at^ 
tempted. No cases were cited, and it is believed that no 
instanoe can be found in which suffocation has produced 
oroumscribed pulmonary apoplexy. If the explanation 
which Wataon (_Pract. Phyt., M Avia: Ed. p. 613) and 
Carswell {Path. Afutt., part Hremorrhsge) have given of 
this occurrence is admitted, it will appear obvious that the 
fact is inconsistent with asphyxia m anv form. Watson, 
speaking of the ordinary oocun^nce of puhnonsry apo- 
plexy, says ; " The seat of the effusion is in one or more 
of the larger branches of the air tubes and the biood, or a 
part of it is driven backwards into certain of the pulmo- 
nary lobules by convulsive efforts to respire. • • • * It is 
easy to understand how certain portions of the lung, with- 
out undergoing any actual change of oondition, may be so 
choked up and crammed with blood as to prodnde any sub- 
sequent admission of air." He here spe^ of the variety 
oalled circumsoribed apoplexy of the lung, which was the 
variety observed in the lung m question. This choking np 
and cramming with blood is a GUing of the ur oeila ofthe 
lungs. This can be made evident by the same procedure 
b^ which we determine the seat of the effiiaion in pneumo- 
nia: fay the aid of a lens the little ooagulum fonned in a 
KH^ air oell oan be turned out with the poiol of a needle 



and its charaoter ascertained under a microscope, and thin 
sections of pulmonary apoplexy under the microscope can 
be easily made to show tJiat it is the air cells that contain 
the blood and not the general tissue of the lung. Now it 
is claimed that pulmonary apoplexy of this variety can be 
produced in cut throats merely by a forcible inspiration 
taking place while the trachea is more or less filled with 
blood from the cut, and inasmuch as "convulsive efforts to 
respire " are necessary so to fiil the air cells, it is plain that 
SUCH efforts are not likely to take place during an attempt 
at homicidal suffocation ; and further, on this si^posititHi 
there is no source from which the blood can flow to be 
drawn into the lunga Those who have noUced the effect 
of cutUng the trachea and lai^ vessels of the neck in the 
inferior animals will ea»ly understand this. After the 
wound is mada for some seconds there is no effort at 
inspiration, but before death takes place there are usually 
three or more, and one or more of these will be observed 
to be convulsive and noisy from the blood that has already 
entered the severed windpipe : and as an obsenfed fact dr- 
cumscribed apoplexy of the lung does take place in these 
animsls under these circum stances, and will c ■- *"— 



right lung when the body of the animal is inclined to tJto 
right, or m the lefl lung when indined to left 

In confirmaUon of this view of pulmonary apt^texy, I 
may be permitted to cite a case tnat occurred under my 
own observation. At Bellevue Hospital, some years ago, 
we had a patient who had occasional vomitings of blood, 
from ulcer of the stomach. One day, while enjoying the 
sun and air on the south side of the building, sitting with 
other patients on a bench, he suddenly discharged from his 
stomach a large quantity of blood. Aloud gui^lingnoisewac 
heard in his breathing, and he fell dead. At post-mortem 
examination, coagulated blood was found in the stomach. 
The trachea and bronchial tubes cont^ned frotliy blood, 
and both lungs were studded with numerous masses, large 
and small, of circumscribed apoplexy. There was no other 
lesion of the lung. It seems to me clear, that this man, 
feeling the urgent want of breath while the throat and 
mouth were ftili of blood, had drawn this fluid into the 
lungs by one or more violent inspirationa. 



ON THE D3E OF IPECAC TS 

CHKONIC DYSENTERY AND DIARRH(EA. 
Bt H. D. BULKLET, M.D., 

raiwcuw to imi www iokk BMriTAL. 
(Btad iijbrt t/i4 Jftv Tort CoutUf Midicai SmMf.) 

Thi favorable effect of the internal use of ipecac in four 
cases of chronic dysentery and disrrbcea, under my care at 
the New York Hospital, during the months of September 
and October last, leads me to present a short abstract of 
them, in confirmation of the accounts recently given us by 
some of the British journals of the use of this article in 
these forms of disease in (he East 

The firat case in which I gave it was in a sulor, 27 yeaia 
of age, who had been Bufiering &om the disease three 
months, but whose general health had not been materially 
affected by it. He had had ten to fifteen stools in twenty- 
four hours at times : and when he entered the hospital, the 
discharges were still as frequent, and consisted entirely of 
blood and mucus, vrith more or less gri^g pains, and con- 
siderable tenesmus. Pulse 81, weak. He was directed to 
take fifteen drops of laodanum, and to have a sin^ii»n on 
Hie epigastric region as a preparatory treatment, and in 
the course of half an hour, to take ten grains of ipecac in 
powder at one do«e. This was retained, with httle or no 
nausea, and at Uie end of twelve hours the same doaa waa 
repeated, with the same preparatory treatment. The 
stools became entirely fiecal very soon after the first doae, 
and of a yellow color, and their frequency was very much 
diminished, and it was not intended that be should have a 
second doae, but it waa repeated before tiie-Mxt viali to 
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the hospital The stools were at first thin, but soon became 
more convstenl, until at the end of eight or ten dajg, wfaen 
they became almost entirely natoral both in color sod con- 
sistency, no more blood ever having appeared during bis 
>t«7 wiUi us except on two occasions, when a alight coagu- 
lated mass of not mgre than half a teaapoonful appeared on 
the top of two almost perfectly natural atooK The pain in 
the atidomen ceased entirely, and his appetite became very 
good. He continued in this bvorabte state during the 
remainder of his stay in the hoBpit^ which we could not 
induce him to prolong beyond fourteen days, on account of 
bis apparently nealtby condition. 

The second case was also that of a sulor, 61 years of age, 
who had contcacted drsentery five months previously in 
the Bast Indies, and who had suffered from it almost con- 
tJDUOUSJj siuoe that time, and to such an extent that while 
at sea, the discharges from the bowela were almost con- 
stantly eHcaping as he was about his work, and were some- 
times bloody and sometimes mucousL He had suffered 
most of the time fi^m pain in the abdomen, and had lost 
considerable flesh, though free ftom any marked fever. On 
admission into the hospital he complained of much pain and 
tenderness over the abdomen, and during the first twentv- 
four hours had eleven or twelve passages fi^m his bowela, 
the larger proportion of the pas^iges occurring during the 
itight, which was about the average number of passages 
during the week previous to admission. 

He was at once ordered to take fifteen drops of liquor 
opii sedadvus, and to have a sinapism over the epigastrium, 
and at the end of half an hour to take ten grains of pul- 
veriaed ipecac at a dose. This was followed by alight nau- 
sea, but not by vomiting ; and during the following twenty- 
four hours he had about tax dischai^efl from Uie bowels. 
He was tiien directed to take a second dose of ten grains 
of ipecac, preceded by the same preparatory means, which 
proauced no vomiting. The discnai^es were then reduced 
to three in twenty-four hours, and were of a bihous charac- 
ter, though still somewhat thin. At the end of eight days, 
the report states that his bowels were regular, his appeUte 
good, and that he was &st guning strength. He was only 
eonfined to his bed during the first days of his stay in the 
hoqtitid. On the tweliUi day after his admission he was 
allowed to visit outmde. and the next day he had two or 
three stools, and complained of some griping pain in the 
bowels, but this looeeness ceased on the Allowing day. 
He c<»itinned, however, to complain for several days of 
that griping which is so common a sequel of dysentery 
when the discbarge of bite becomes free, and irritates the 
sensitive mucous membrsne of the intestines as it passes 
over them. JB'or this he took a few grains of opium, which, 
with the two doses of ipecaa and the means used to keep 
the stomach quiet, was all the medication osed. His stay 
in the hospital was twenty-three days. 

The third case was in a female, 36 years of age, suffering 
from the effects of a severe attack of acute dysentery four 
montlts previous, who was much reduced when she entered 
the hospital, and was having eight to ten discharges fi^m 
the bowels of a mucous and muco-pumlent character. She 
bad bad sometimes ss many as twenty, and seldom less 
than eight or ten passages in twenty-four hours. She had 
sevwe pain in her bowels whenever they were moved, and 
also when she ate. She had taken opium out»de of the 
hospital without any benefit. The preparatory treatment 
by laudanum and a sinapism over Uie ^igastric region, 
was &at used in her case, and then ten grains of ipecac 
given, which produced vomiting in a few minutes. The 
next day the ipecac was repeated, after using the same 
preparatory means, and was also thrown off at the end of 
twenty minutes; but the character of the stools was entirely 
rfian^ed within the next twenty-four hours. They were 
carefully intmected for several successive days, and were 
foukl to be Itecal in their character, and of a healthy color, 
•nd soon became of a natural consistence, so that she was 
in full coovaleaoence in the course of a week, and for the 
Mowing fortnight she had but one passage daUy. Tb» 



stools were aflerwards somewhat more frequent, but con- 
tinued of a natural color, and free from blood or mucuf. 
No other medicine was used. The diet in this case consisted 
of beef-tea, house soup, farinaceous or gelatinous articles^ 
carefully excluding every preparation containing milk. Her 
i^petite coQtinuea good all the time. 

The fourth case was in a sailor, who had been suffering 
fixim chronic diarrhoea for some months, and who had been 
under the use of tonics for some time in the ho^itsl with- 
out much benefit. The only point of interest in his castt 
counected with onr present subject is that, after a single 
dose of ten grains of ipecac, given in the way which baa 
been mentioned, and which produced neither nausea oor 
vomiting, a dark, unhealthv looking stool was followed the 
next day by one of a bright yellow color, and that be was 
much better afterwards, and became so impatient that he 
left the hospital at the end of a few days more. 

The diet m all these cases was either &rinaceous or gela- 
tinous, except in that of the female, in which animal broths 
were given — milk was prohibited in all of them. 

Uy attention was first called to the use of ipecac in thcM 
doses in chronic dysentery and diarrhcea by a case stated 
by Dr. McKidd, in the Ediabiirgh Mtdical Jbumoi for 
July, 1861, in which he pve twenty grains (reduced 
in a few days to ten grams) in the form of pill eveiy 
twelve hours, with the most remarkable effect- to a patient 
who had suffered from diarrhoea for ten years. The 
diarrhoea is sud to have been almost entirely checked 
by the end of the first week. The cure had lasted three 
months when the case was reported. 

In the same journal is an article by Dr. Gimning^iam, of 
Bengal who speaks of it more especially ia acute dysentery, 
as connrmatory of the plan of treatment recommended by 
Surgeon Docker, in 1858. He gives from 3j. to 3iss. of 
ipecac in powder, after having first given thirty drops of 
Isudanum, and ^iplied a sinapism over the epigastric region 
for the purpose ot^ making the stomach more toloiant of the 
remedy. 

Dr. E. H. Janes has given a valuable abstract of the 
treatment of the acute form by large doses of ipecac, with 
statistics of the results in the tnird volume of the Mbdioal 
Times (page 28, and also page 274) taken chiefly from the 
Madrtu Quarterly Jovinud of Medical Seienu, which con- 
t^ns slso an interesting summary of the mode of treatment 
of this disease in that part of the world. Ko allusion is 
made to its use in the chronic form of dysentery and 
diarrhoea, and it was thought that the preceding oases, 
though too few in number to form the ba^s for any statis- 
tics, might be the means of directing attention to the use of 
means which may reUeve, at least occasionally, a class of 
cases known to be among tiie most c^istinate in tneir resist- 
ance to remedies, and which too often go on to a fatal ter- 
mination with but litde if any alleviation. 

It is said that the native doctors of Constantinople inva- 
riably give large doses of ipecac in drseotery, and that their 
treatment of it is very successfiiL They regard milk diet 
as an ahacdute poison ir -'- ' — ' ' 



THE F&ESENT 

STATUS OF PSYCHOLOGICAL MEDICINE. 
Br L PARIGOT, M.D,, 



I TIE! great {deasure in mentioning the general opinion 
entertwned by foreign psychologists of the value of the 
scientific productions of their American brethren. It is 
with much satisfaction that we state that science nnites 
what pohtics endeavor to separate. If West and Central 
Europe is enabled to appredaCe the American writ«TB, it is 
entirely owing to the Enf^ish medical press, especially the 
two journals on psychiatry. A angle example will illus- 
trate the influence which tbey exert fa ftffoign jndgmoit. 
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The Ptychological Journal, edited by Dr. Forbes WinBlow, 
ttUes ibat American JDatitutes for the insarie are in Diftnj 
respects superior to European. The same journal has 
always eatertained tlie highest esteem for American 

When North America was but a colony, psychological 
medicine mutt have been in a relative condition to what 
the science was at that time in the mother country. What 
indeed must its state have been in tliis then distant part of 
the British empire, when, at home, insane people were con- 
sidered and treated as criminals? It will naturally be 
asked. Was insanity as prevalent at that time as it is now 7 
Jtcertaioly could not have been, and for many reasons: 
First, emigration took place for a very diHerent cause than 
now. Those who left their country were, at that time, 
generally speaking, men full of energy, who sought only 
for a place where they could enjoy civil and religious 
liberty. Then also, labor, temperance, firmness in design, 
resolution in action, and submission to the will of Qod, 
were sufficient to dispel many moral causes of insanity. 
Under such circumstauccs the strength of bodily constitu- 
tion probably enabled them to resist many causes of dege- 
neracy — causes to which society seems to yield in our time. 
At all events, insanity was not very prevalent, much later, 
in proportion to the increase of population ; for but one 
asylum, specially designed for the insane, existed as late as 
1615 ; this was at Williamsburg, Virginia. In the other 
States, the poor were received in general hospitals, or kept 
in work-houses or in prisons, etc. 

It is about that time that the celebrated Benjamin Bust 
published his work, entitled Mediail Inquiriti upon ih« 
Dimatu of tht Mind, Nothing is more simple and grand 
than the exordium of this book, and exhibits at once the 
great abiUlies and the modesty of its author. The proof of 
the value of the book lies in tbe fact that it is still con- 
sulted: it contains, it is true, some errors which belong as 
much to the time in which he wrote as to himself: but 
what is very remarkable is a profound analysis of our 
facultieii, euiecially that of VoliHon, con»dered both in their 
normal ana pathological conditions. The author, much 
better than many writers in our time, distinguishes very 
well a diataae from a vicious disposition. 

Since 1S20, forty-five public asylums of great dimensions 
have been erected by different States, and there are six 

firivate institutions, which makes the sum oS Jijty-<me asy- 
iims, with tlieir corresponding number of physicians, who, 
most of them, have deservedly ac()uired high reputation 
and fame— at least they are so considered in Europe. The 
disproportion of asylums to the population is evident, for 
the United States, according to statistics, has above thirty 
millionsof inhabitants, which must give not far from lAtrJy- 
,^ lAotuand insane patients. Belgium has also just fifty- 
one asylums, but her population gives four IhouMand 
lunaticg U> Jive miUUmt or inhabitants. A proper record of 
the services rendered to scienos and humanity by Samuel 
Woodward, Amariah Brigham, T. R. Becic, Uacdonald^ 



other occasions to render them the respect and admiration 
they are entitled to from every one. 

Be^re speaking of the actual leaders of psychological 
science in tne United States, justice and polittcnesa give pre- 
cedence to a lady, Miss Dix, who has written several 
memoirs in behalf of the insane : her name is now con- 
nected with philanthropic efforts in behalf of our aoldiersi 
This noble-hearted lady has described in these papers tlie 
state in which she found many insane patients m poor- 
houses, prisons, cdlari, and even ctBt in several States of 
tJie Union. Let us hope that such abuses have disappeared. 

I do not believe that any country posaessea a better staff 



endeavoring to mention all, we cannot forbear to allude 
Dr. Bay, of Providence, whose writings are in the hands of 
tTtry pcyohologist who reads the English language ; Dr. 



Jarvia, of Dorchester, whose reports as Commissioner in 
Limocy for Uassachusetts, and several memoirs, have 
proved l:im one of llie ablest psychologists and adminis- 
trntors of our tiniPs; IJr. Pliny Earle, of whose works it is 
difficult to say which is the most important; the staff of 
writers of the American Journal of Iiuamiy, at llie actual . 
head of whicli is Dr. J. P. Gray, should be noticed; Dr. 
Gait, of Williamsburg, is the first American Psychologist 
who has shown the advantage of free-asylums, such as 
Ghee], in America; Dr. KirkbrJdc, of Pennsylvania, has 
contributed many important memorials, among which is 
one on Cottages for the Insane; Dr. Howe is the authority 
on idiocy ; Dr. Butler, Dr. C. Browne, and Dr. Chipley have 
written eicellent reports, from which we shall take occasion 
to gather our Information. 

In our opinion, the United States, notwithstanding the 
difficulties arising from a civil war, is in a position 
peculiarly favorable U> accelerate the progress of psychiatry. 
The number of asylums is greatly deficient, but insanilv 
will now increase from the evils, both moral and phyMcnl, 
that accompany times of war and revolutions. If public es- 
penditurcs must be suited to the limes, asylums may be con- 
structed on principles different and more economical. The 
cost of buildings may be reduced one-half, and the main- 
tenance to perhaps the twolhirds of what it is to-day. 

Since the days of the first reformers, Pinel, Daquin, Take, 
Laugcrmann, and others, there has been a sort of ttand-stSl 
in that movement towards a relative perfection of psychia- 
try. Our best writers in Europe and America have been 
almost exclusively occupied, these fifly years, in the details 
of the construction of asylums. How much has not the 
therapeutical port of our science been neglected, when the 
excellence of treatment was considered to be derived from 
the eOect and impressions obtained by discipline, order, 
regularity, and the divisions and subdivisions otan asylum? 
How much time, and how many favorable opportunities 
are lost to sdence when the material cares of asylums all 
rest upon superintendents? Some, it is true, in spite of 
those difBculties, have been able to advance psychiatry, but 
they are exceptiona. Besides, it is clear that tiiey have not 
given an impulse to therapeutics' their mistake has been 
tohave thccareof too great a number of patients, rendering 
it an impossibility that each should receive the attention 
required. During this period immense asylums were built 
on curious principles ; economy was sought by barracMnff 
several hundred of insane (Colney-Eutch near London haa 
nearly 2000 boarders) j it was thought that if steam oould 
boil, cook, wash, ' warm, etc, for a few hundred^ an 
increaung number of inmates would make a profit I Phy- 
sicians were considered in the same light; one phywcian 
might as well attend to three, four, five, or six hundred 
patients I The consequence of that euprematy o/tHechamm 
m treating insanity, and of that impossible economy of a 
proper staff of physicians, has been the complete impracti- 
cability of such ef tabhsbments as curative ones. 

Now, that system is almost condemned everywhere ; the 
reform is going to resume its former action, and, no doubt^ 
instead of building machines to perpetuate insanity, it will 
have but one care — to cure. 



Akkt MsmcAL Socirnis. — A medical society has been 
formed in Geu. Richardson's Brigade, of which Brigade 
Surgeon D. W. Bliss is President, and Surgeon Williora 
O'lleagher, of the 37th N. Y. Vol., Secretary, A medical 
Bocietv has also been formed at Cairo, III., of which Sur- 
geon Stearns is President, and Snrgeon Taggart, Secretary. 

Personal. — Dr. James Bryan, of Philadelphia, haa been 
^pointed a Brigade Surgeon In the fiumside expedition. 
Dr. Henry S, Hewitt, late of this city, is Medical Director 
of the forces at Padueah, Ky. 

Mr. Spenckr Wkllb, who haa edited the London Mtdiad 
Timet and Qattttt wux lE^dS, retired with the ck>se of the 



last year. 
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BHAOE. It- 

[B«port«4 bj LiTu U. Bopiidi, Medlul Culet, U.S.A.] 
L Qunthot Wound of Carotid Artery^ tie. — Corporal Cale^ 
2d N. H. Volunteers, waa lired on by a sentry, Aug. 7, 
1861. The boll entered liis left cheek, fractured the inrerior 
maxilta just anterior to ila angle, and turning downwards 
ia itn course buried itself in the deep structures of the 
neck. There was considerahle Jucmorrhage at the time of 
the accident, but (vhen admitted to the hospital a few 
hours afUrwards, he was in a comfortable condition, bleed- 
ioK haviDK entirely ceased. No eearch was made for the 
ball, but tne edges of tlie fractured bone were retained in 
apposition b^ means of a suitable bandage, and quiet 
enjoined. Diet to consist of nutritious soups and beel-tea. 
Tbe patient continued in good condition until the afternoon 
of the 13th, nearly a week after the reception of the injury, 
tvhen lying quietly in bed he was seized with violent 
arterial hemorrhage. The blood poured from his mouth, 
weUing up with each pulsation of the heart. Fortunately 
k medical ofBcer was in the ward at the moment, and 
resorted to instant compression over tJis carotid, but not 
until a quart of blood bad escaped was the hEcmorrliage 
controlled. The patient being now very weak, atimulanla 
were administered, and directed to be given frequently 
through the night. Continuous compression was kept up 
over the artery. Notwithstanding these measures, bleed- 
ing recurred on two different occasions during the night, 
and was controlled with great difficulty. The patient sank 
rapidly until the morning of the I4th, when he died by 
syncope in another and terrible attack of hsemorrhage. 

The aulopty marie three hours after death disclosed the 
following lesions: a comminuted fracture of the inferior 
maxilla just anterior to the angle. . Through this tbe course 
of the ball could be foLowed by means of a bougie, down 
and along the track of Uie common carotid. Tbe ball 



found directly under the omo-hyoid muscle, and imbedded 
in the sheath of tlio artery. The artery itself had been 
lacerated, and the neighborhood of the injury was filled 
with clotted blood and lymph. 

IL Diphtheria foUowmg Typhoid Fever. — Private Draper, 
»l> 16, came under observation Aug. 28, 1861, being con- 
Talescent from typhoid fever. He waa improving steadily 
upon quin. sulph., gr. ij., and whiskey, an ounce, three times 
K day. Under this treatment he continued, apparently 
doing well, until SepL 3d, when he complained of a cough 
»nd "sore mouth.' On examination a few spots of fol- 
licular ulceration were detected, scattered over the lips and 
inside of the cheeks, with some signs of inflammation in 
the throat. A gargle was ordered of liquor eodn chlori- 
Datia, 3 j. ; aqua Oss. In the evening an ordinary cough 
mistura was prescribed, with a view to sUay the cougii, 
which had a peculiar ringing or " brassy" sound. These pre- 
Bcriptions were continued until tlie 6th, patient meanwhile 
remaining without change, when' at the rooming visit a 
small patch of false membrane was discovered just in front 
of the velum palati. Chlorate of potasea, one drachm to 
the ounce of water, was prescribed internally, a table- 
epoonful to he given three times a day, and the gargle was 
continued. On the 7th tbe patient was rapidly growing 
worse, the membrane having covered both tonsils, and 
extending downwards into the larynx. Pulse quick and 
feeble. Skin dry and hot. Continued the prescnptions of 
yesterday, giving instead of the whiskey a tablespoonfiil 
of brandy every three hours, with beef-tea in suitable 
quantilies. 8th. Was very reetless, and failing in atrength. 
Pulse frequent and very weak. The membrane seemed 
still to be extending downwards into the trachea; bis 



breathing waa difficult, and he coughed with great distress. 
There was besides some swellinf^ of the cervical glands. 
Twelve grains of quinine were dissolved in one ounce of 
the muriated tincture of iron, and five drops ordered every 
hour. His tliroat was sponged twice to-day with a strong 
solution of nitrate of silver. 0th. Patient passed an uneasy 
night, and was much distressed in tlie morning for breath, 
and extremely irritable in mind. The dose of iron and 
quinine was increased during the night, and stimulants 
freely administered. He lingered until 1 p.m. of the 10th, 
when he suddenly expii-ed. 

Auiopsy Viree hours afler death. — The larynx was covered 
with an ash-colored, consistent layer of false membrane, 
which extended downwards through the trachea and into 
both broncbii, and upwards over tlie tonsils on each side 
into the nares. The heart was natural in appearance. The 
lungs presented signs of bypoi<tatic congestion nnd of com- 
mend og pneumonia. The liver was somewhat fatty. 
Kidneys congested. In the ileum there had been disease 
of Peyer's glands, but an attempt at eieatriuttion tixu in 
progrttt, prior to the attack of diphtheria. 



NEW TORE ACADBMr OF MEDICINE. 

BTino MicinKi, Diwembu 4, ISti. 
DR JAUES AHDEESOM, FBB8IDENT, IN THE CHAIB. 

Disovsaios OF DR. FOitnTci barker's fapsr oh thb usb or 

AI>.£STBETIC3 [N HIDWIFERT, 

(OoHtinu4d/ri>miiaiittt.) 

Dr. Geo. T. Elliot, in opening the discussion for the evening, 
remarked that he bad had no experience with any other 
anseslhelic agent than chloroform, and hence he considered 
it unnecessary to state that he agreed with Dr. Barker in 
considering it the preferable agent to ether. He never 
attended anv case of labor without having chloroform in 
the room, without being willing to offer its advantages, if 
there was no objection on the part of the patient or the 

Bilient's friends, or no physical contra-indic&tion (o its use. 
e could conscientiously say, as the result of no limited 
means of observation, that he had seen noUiing whatever 
thatwould cause him to depart from tbe use of chloroform 
in accordance with the light of such experience. He had 
himself taken chloroform thirty or forty times since 1846; 
had given it to his wife, and to his nearest and dearest rela- 
tives and friends, and at all ages, from the tender child of 
thirteen days old up to an advanced period of life. He 
therefotfl believed that he was to be ranked among Ihoes 
whose experience had warranted them in assuming that 
chloroform was a most valuable agent in midwifery, of the 
greatest value in obstetric operations, that it waa not likely 
to exert injurious effects upon the mother or child when 
properly administered, and that its use was perfectly Justi- 
fiable for purposes of relieving pfun. He waa in the 
habit of admimstering the aneesthelie upon handkerchiefe, 
frequently changed, so that no one would be used long 
enough to be aalurat ed with the vapor of tJie breatli. By fol- 
lowing this practice he was confident that he prevented » 
great deal of the suffering from headache, sickness, nausea, 
and vomiting, which is so apt to occur afterwards. In every 
case he preceded the exhibition of chloroform by an exami- 
nation of the heart, and if any disease of that organ existed 
he preferred ether, for reasons stated at a previous meeting. 
He, however, did not so much fear the use of the. agent m 
valvular lesions of the heart as in fatty degeneration of the 
OT-gan, or in those oases where there existed a marked 
feebleness in the heart's action with a temporary inlermia- 
Bon in the pulse. He bad, however, given chloroform ia 
cases of &tty degeneration of the heart; the patient's dyins 
with some other disease, thus affording an opportunity (» 
proving the existence of such a lenon by actual in^ecbon. 
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Ah to Ibe kind of .chloroform uwd he was forced to alate 
that be had given it in s great manj caaes without know- 
ing whoae preparation it was, merely testing it bj its pecu- 
liar odor and capabUil; for rapid evaporation when poured 
upon the hand. He made no disLincCion between Duncan 
& Flockbart'a chloroform, and that of Squibb. The ques- 
tion, refening to the um of the anEeslhetic after loea of blood, 
he thought was a verr serious one to consider, and waa 
prepared U> say that he would never employ it in such 
cases unlesa he felt sure that the amount of hEmorrhaee 
was not sufficient to produce any danger of syncope. It 
was jiyncope after all Ibat he dreaded. 

With reference to the influence of chloroform on the 
duration of labor — this was a point of great importance, 
and one lo which he had given his careml attentjon, from 
the first time that he became familiar with chloroform in 
labor. He had learned this, that be never would promise 
a patient again that she should have chloroform given 
to acr during the whole labor, because be conld not pro- 
mise against its liability of a&'ccting unfavorably the con- 
tractiona of the uterus. He had seen those caaes in which 
the removal of anxiety and the removal of the consciouH- 
nesa of the patient had given freedom to the uterus to con- 
tract, as it were, forcibly and Batisfactorily: but he was 
likewise aatiafied from his own experience, that the ozy- 
toccic action of chloroform was exceptional. In some of 
those cases where chloroform bad interposed delay, be had 
delivered with the forceps, sooner than allow them to wake 
np to pain again. 

In i^erence to lacerations of the perineum be did not 
think that chloroform increased (be risk of such an accident, 
but on the contrary tended to prevent it As for the effects 
of chloroform on spasmodic rigidity he concurred beartjiv 
and entirely with the views expressed in Dr. Barker s 
paper, but in rigidity from other causes he resorted to 
measures which tie considered much more efficacious, for 
iitatance the warm douche, sponge tent, etc 

Ue waa at a loss to understand how it was possible for 
any gentleman with a large obstetric experience, vritine a 
book for the instruction of others, to say that he found uiat 
aiuesthetica were not advisable in forceps cases, on account 
of the desirability of having the assistance of the patjent's 
^)predation of pain. He was satiefied that be could qteak 
to a large enough experience to enable him to form a 
decided opinion upon the subject, though be very much 
regretted to have only preserved the records of seventy-four 
cases of forceps operations, which did not at all represent 
his share. Of \iieee, here are the results : — fiHy-one in pri- 
miparte, nineteen in multipane, and seven not noted. Chlo- 
roform was given in sixty-nine cases, ether in one case, and 
nothing in four ,' in all of which the reasons for its non-admi- 
nistration were suffidently strong. He believed chloroform 
to be the moat predoua agent that could be employed in puer- 
peral conrulaiona. He could find nothing in bis record to 
cause him to rsgi«t having given chloroform in forceps ope- 
rations, version, or craniotomy. Regarding the removal of the 
adhereot i>lscenta, he could aimply con6rm the views of Dr. 
Barker, with the exception that he had found it necesa^ 
to remove it much more frequently than he had. na 
thought that there waa a very great amount of truth in that 
statement, that the " viUmai^' effect of this anasathetjo waa 
depressing. It is at first atimulating, then sedative, and 
ulUmai^y depressing— -tboudi he had never met with dan- 
ger from this state. The uTlimatel; depressing effects u« 
shown by the diminished frequency and force of the pulse, 
the diminished c^illary circulation, and that coldness which 
Brown-SSquard pointed out in his lectures in this city some 
eight years ago. It is this action of chloroform which be 
eet^emed of such value in convulsive cases, and which 
enabled him more and more lo dispense with the blood- 
letting, and evacuants, and revulsives, on which so great 
hopea are based. It was tbia effect, however, whim he 
would dread in those conditions liable to risk from syncope, 
previoDsly alinded to. 

Dh. Qbiboom remarked that in his ezperienoe be was 



able to corroborate everything that was said in relation to 
chloroform by Drs. Barker and Elliot. He had never in a 
single instance been disappointed in the effecta of this 
agent. He had uaed ether in one obstetric case before 
chloroform was discovered, and waa very unfavorably im- 
pressed by it, as a great deal of irritation of the bronchial 
mucous membrane resulted, and besides, a deairable amount 
of anaeathe^a was not produced. The precise degree 
of anesthesia requisite in obstetrics was a nice point to 
take into account^ he bad found tliat the best effects 
were produced when there was a loss of sensibility with- 
out entire loss of muscular power or of consciousness. As 
regards the mode of administration, his plan was simply to 
use a single handkerchief. In conclusion, he referred to 
the marked and prompt effect which the internal adminis- 
tration of chloroform nad upon abdominal pains: the dose 
for an adult was about thirty drops in some mucilage. 

Db. a. K. Gabdsbb stated that his experience withchloro- 
form in midwifery commenced with Ibe first case in which 
it was used in Sew York. A woman at 406 Greenwich at. 
was confined on Feb. 2, 1S48; there waa nothing unusual 
abdSt the labor, the vertex presenting. He administered 
chloroform to her by inhalation for three hours with the 
happiest effects. The quantity taken was about J ss. The 
two next cases occurred respectively durinjj the months of 
February and April of the same year. Since that period 
he had continued its use in sU forms of labor. In sixty- 
one cases of forcept applicatioTL, the records of which ha 
had preserved, be had given chlorolbrm in eighteen cases, 
one of which was aft«r the blades had been applied. In 
one case only had he given sulphuric ether, and in one the 
woman was so drunk with hauor as to be completely in 
an aniBBtbetic condition. He did not think it desirable to 
lay it down as a rule that chloroform should be given be- 
fore commencing the operation ; neither did he consider it 
imperative that its administration should be deferred till 
traction was about being commenced. In the hands of a 
ekilfiil operator, there was no pain felt from the forceps 
while being apt^ed ; but when applied by a bungler, there 
might be very great pain, and this should be known to the 
operator; for pain meant injury, and injury, perhaps, was 
death. In those cases where the nervous condition of the 
mother rendered it desirable for her lo be unconscious of 
the dreaded operation, he thought that in skilful hands 
there was less objection to its early administration. 

He had administered chloroform in five cases where the 
Waeior had been used ; three with chloroform and two 
witfaouL Version, he had, since the same date, performed 
twenty-one times: in nine cases—one of rupture of the 
wom^— without chloroform, and fourteen witn this article. 
C^halie Version, in one case, without it In these opera- 
tions, he was fully persuaded that no one should attempt 
to perform them without having recourse to anteathest^ 
inasmuch as it waa sometimes necessary to paralyse the 
Involuntary contractions of the uterus, as well as the volun- 
tary, accessory, abdominal and other muscles. He did not 
think that chlorofcHm waa demanded for the operative part 
of craniotomy, inasmuch as there was tittle suffering con- 
nected with the operation, and the uterine contractions 
had generally mostly, if not entirely, ceased when the 
operation was performed. Usually, too, the efforts of the 
mother were desirable to expel the foetus, after the head 
was broken up ; and often there waa but tittle comparative 
pain during tne expulsion of the much-reduced head, par- 
ticularly if it had been hydrocephalic Rtifiure of th« 
jMTuwufn, he thought, occurred far leas frequently with 
chloroform, than without it. The effect of chloro- 
form was the same in the analogoua cases of rigid cm. 
There was nothing more certain than the immediate and 
marvelloui effecta of this ^ent in overcoming the spas- 
modic contractions of the os uteri, which delayed the tabor 
and exhausted the patient in the early stt^es. He had oHen 
completed a labor in half an hour, which uireatened witiiout 
it to endure for hours. If time was the object to be gained, 
his method would be to give the anacathetio until its effect 
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was produced, ordiaarilj not requiring full antestbesia: 
then passiag big finger within the os, it might be Blretchea 
ont, like soft gutta percfaa; then "letting up" the chloro- 
form, BO u lo restore the use of the voluntary muscles, the 
labor was very rapidly completed in primipar», and almost 
instactaneously in multiparte, as the rigidity of the os did 
not return, and It had been expanded sufficiently to allow 
the head to impinge upon it Vomiting frequently occurred 
after and during the administration of chloroform, but 
which invariably ceased as soon as the contents of the 
stomach were expelled, and was more apt to occur where 
the patient bad been eating or drinking freely within a 
short IJme previously. This was the only bad effect he 
had ever noted fiom chloroform, except that sometimes he 
had observed slight convulsive stiffening before coming 
full J under ira infiuence: this was, in one or two Instances, 
so unpleasant in its appearance, that he had been induced 
to stop its further admmistration, more as a matter of pre- 
CMitioD than of real necessity. Ue bad never seen an in- 
stance of pofi-partum hamorrkage where chloroform had 
been used ; the reason for which he supposed to be, that all 
irregular and spasmodic actions of the uterus, such as those 
causing "hour-glass" and otherimperfectandnatural contrac- 
tions, were thus controlled b^ quieting the irritation of the 
spine, upon which such actions are frequently found to 
depend. He supposed that chloroform acted first on the 
lower portion of the spinal cord. Still, where in previous 
labors there had been hnmorrbage, he had sometJmoB 
thought it de^rable to exhibit a full dose of ert^ot, before 
chloroform, to the patient. The ditration of hior was 
unquestionably shortened by chloroform, for the reason 
that by the relaxation of the perineum it prevented any 
impediment to the advance of the head. He had found that 
to make a labor proereas as speedily as possible, chloroform 
■hould be given only to the point of producing muscular 
relaiation. He had known the admin titration of the article, 
in doses of from five to ten drops, to be attended with the 
best of results in afler-pains; this being inhaled with the 
commencement of each pain. He had seen ?io diieatt, tavt 
aeiUe mfiammation of th« lun^i, in which he thought it 
improptr to Tuort to the antKihttie. He had used it in 
epilepsy, in fatty degeneration of the heart, in diseases of 
the valves of the heart, and even in the last stages of 
phthisis, without any bad result. He had supposed, in all 
these cases, that there was less danger from the chloroform 
to the diseased organs than from the straining efforts. In 
all hia cases where chloroform had been taken, none of the 
muscular soreness usually Ibllowing tabor and lasting for 
several days ever appeared; and patients, the next day, 
were muoi better than ordmary, and got up much easier 
•nd sooner. Beferring to its Tnode of adminuirtUioni he 
stated that it was best to commence slowly, bearing in 
mind that some patients were more susceptible to its in- 
fluence than others. He had seen ten drops anKsthetiza 
one patient, while another required ; j, or J ij. The gtia- 
Vtt/, with him, w^a always of the utmost importance. He 
considered that the obstetrician was perfectly justified in 
giviog it simply for the relief of the ordinary pains of labor. 
Mid He was always ready to give it to most women, with 



the restrictions mentioned already. 

On motion of Dr. Watsoh, the further discussion of the 
•ubiect was postponed. 

The Academy then adjourned. 



Several of the Paris medical journals give the various 
kges of the present professors of ibo Faculty of Medicine, 
■which are as follows: — M. Moreau, 72; M. Cruveilhier, 71; 
M. EoBlan, 71 ; M. Piorry, 67 ; M. Paul Dubois, 66 ; M. 
Velpeau 66; M. Andnd, 64; M. Bouiilaud, 64; M. Langier, 
63 ; M. Jobert de Lemballe, 62 ; M. Trousseau, 60 ; M. Guil- 
lot, 69 ; M. Moquin-Tandon, 67 ; M. MsJgaigne, 55 ; M. 
Melaton, 54; M. DJ^nonvilliers, 53; M. Gavarret, 52; M. 
Bouchardat, 51 ; M. Grisolle, 50 ; M. Longet, 50 ; M. Tai^ 
dieu, 45 ; M. Wiirtz, 44 ; M. Gosseiin, 43 ; M. Jarjavay, 42 ; 
ftnd, lastly, M. Regnault, 37.— Lancet. 
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OPHTHALMOLOGY. 
Br HiHBT D. Nona, M.D. 

The PaOvihgy of Capmdar Cataract. By Dr. ScBwnoont, 
of BtrUn. {Archtv^r Ophthalmologk, Bd. VIIL, Ab. 1, 3. 
227.)*— The crystalline lens in the normal sUte consists of 
prismatic fibres, or, according to Kolliker, tubules with 
toothed edges by which they adhere to each other. They 
contain a semi-miid substance of an albuminous nature, and 
transparent. The capsule inclosing the lens is a structure- 
less membrane, with dlEGculty destructible by chemical 
reagents, and very slow to lose transparency. Between 
the anterior capsule and the crystalline lens is a layer of 
six-sided nucleated epithelial cells. These do not exist 
upon the posterior capsule, nor upon the front snr&ce of 
the anterior capsule. 

In former days there was no beEitalion in classifying 
cataracts into capsular, lenticular, and capsulo-lenticular. 
On the contrary, Malgaigne affirmed that capsular cataract 
never occurs, the membrane always preserving trans- 
parency, and in proof he offered many dissections. We 
now know that the capsule does become opaque. It is not 
true, however, in r^tarftet, that, as Tyrrell says, "no practi- 
cal good would result from the most accurate diagnosis ai 
regards the seat of the opacity." 

The practical good which results from diagnosticating in 
a case of cataract the existence of capsular opacities is, that 
their presence is evidence of complicated cataract. In 
other words, they show either that the cataract has under- 

§one secondary degeneration, or that the cataract is pro- 
uced by disease of other tissues of the eye. 
By capsular opacities are meant, densely white spots 
upon the surface of a cataract which contrast more or less 
strongly with the duller tinted mass. They do not consist 
BO much in change of texture in the capsular membrane 
itself: this is almost always found to be transparent, and 
thus far Malgaigne's assertion may be adnntted. But tbe 
membrane is wrinkled and thrown into folds, it becomes 
thickened and also tiiinned. Tbe intra-eapsular epithelium 
undergoes alteration. Opaque lens matter is Jtrecipitated 

rn and attaches itself to the capsule. Such m general is 
nature of capsular cotaracL 

Opaque spots on the capsule give evidence ; 1st. Of an 
"over-ripe" or so-called Morgagnian cataract; 2d. Of 
chronic i ride -choroiditis as the cause of cataracL 

One of the signs consulted to determine the "ripeness" 
of a cataract, is the breadth of the shadow cost upon it by 
the iris. Uackenzie says, "if the shadow is distinct, the 
lens is probably small and hard." There is an error 
here implied, namely, that the whole lens has shrunken 
and has withdrawn from contact with the iris. We 
know that the front surface of the lens is always in 
contact with the pupillary margin — and in cataract a very 
trifling diminution in bulk takes place. The explanation 
of the broad shadow is that while the nucleus has become 
opaque the cortical layers are yet transparent. If no 
shadow is cast, the whole lens has become opaque. 

The cortex of the lens is softer than the nucleus, and 
where its fibres have degenerated so far as to lose transpa- 
rency, they after a certain time lose their form. They be- 
cofaie disintegrated and liquefied. The nuclear fibres, being 
harder, are not thus dissolved, end the nucleus as a yellow 
lentil-shaped body, contraals strongly both in color and 
texture with the diffiuent cortex. This cortical emulsion, 
consisting of decomposed lens matter, contains choleste- 
rine, fat globules, myeline, granular matter. Between it 
and the aqueous humor, interchongo takes place by osmosis 



• I hiTB not onlv csnitantsd Ili« irtlcla oT Uill ibla piUiDlnclil, whs 
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through tlie leoa capsule. The process is most free ■where 
the communication is easiest, namelj at the pupil. At tliis 
■ituatioD the capsule (acquires a dense opacity. It is pro- 
duced : 1st. By wrinkling of the membrane, because by 
liquefaction of ita cortex the lens has lost a little in bulk; 
2d. By ezosmosis, the cortical emulsion becomes thicker, 
and particles are deported in a more concrete masfl upon 
the pupillary part of the capsule ; 3d. The intra-capsular 
cells beneath this deposit become atrophied, and adjacent 
to it become altered ; instead of being flat and heiaj;onal, 
they are globular, elongntcct, filled with transparent fluid, 
Bometimes enlarged and of irregular forms. 

The kind of capsular opacity indicative of an "over-ripe" 
cataract, is one corresponding in size and situation to the 
pupil, of a glistening white color, iis edges marked by strife 
or dots. It often has a lustrous satiny look, because pro- 
bably of the greater presence of cholesterine crystals. 
There are someUmes smaller opa<(ue spots at a distance 
from the central spot I may add m nid of the diagnosis, 
that when, in a dark room, artificial light is by a convex 
lens cast obliquely upon the cataract, the yellow nucleus 
may be sometimes feen through the fluid to have fallen from 
the centre to the bottom of the capsule. If the pupil be 
dilated it may all be seen, but if not dilated, only its upper 
rim can be discerned. I need remark nothing upon the 
importance of diagnosticating an " over-ripe" cataract be- 
fore the operation is performed. 

The second case in which capsular opacity gives Tsluable 
information is in the so called " inflammatory cataract," or 
one resulting from chronic irido-choroiditis. The nutrition 
o{ the lens, and therefore its transparency, are impaired by 
the choroidal disease, and the transformation begins at the 
surface. Hence capsular opacities appear early. They 
consist : IsL In metamorphoses of the intra-causular epi- 
theliuni — the cells generated in larger quantities and of 
irregular shapes: 2d, Membranes are formed which though 
transparent singly, yet by tlieir arrangement cause opaque 
spots and thickening of the capsule ' 3d. Cretaceous deposit 
occurs in the transformed tissue. CalciGcation ofl«n begin- 
ning in the capsule pervades finally the whole lens — and 
then the capsule may disappear by atrophy. Opacities do 
not take place so frequently on the posterior capsule as 
upon the anterior. They consist of deposits of softened 
lens matter, and also result by extension of the morbid 
generation of iutra-capsular epithelium to the posterior 

The practical clinical distinction between capsular opad- 
ties of chronic irido-choroiditis and of partially hque6ed 
cataract, is that the former are scattered all over the front 
surface of the cataract, while the latter is mtunly conflned 
to one large central spot. Both result directly from a simi- 
lar cause, namely, softening of the surface of the tens, but 
the causation of the softening b diflerent. 

A third varietur of capsular cataract without participation 
of the lens, is noticed after central perforation of the cornea. 
This happens oftenest in ophthalmia neonatorum : by ulce- 
ration the cornea is perforated, aqueous humor escapes, the 
tens comes forward, aad the capsule for some time lies 
against the aperture, exposed to the irritating conjunctiva] 
secretions. After a time the opening is closed, the anterior 
chamber re-established, and the cornea may recover trans- 
parency. Upon the capsule will remain a central white 
dot, sharply defined, and penetrating the lens to a cer- 
tMQ depUi. The capsule has not been ruptured, but 
contact with the openmg in the cornea has caused trans- 
formations of the intra-capsular celto and adjacent lens 
substance. 

Lastly, the capsule oflcn remains as an obstruction to 
TisioD, after extraction of cataract It is often dotted with 
dense white opacities, or totally opaque. These white 
■pots consist partly of softened lens matter entangled in 
the folds of the membrane, and partly of new formations 
by prolification of the intra-capsular epithelium. Some- 
times this extraordinary development of cells extends even 
to the posterior capsule. 
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NEW YORK HEALTH BILLS. 
We have nt length good evidence that there is to be a 
reorganization of the Health Department of New Yoric 
city. Those public-spirited citizens who have for years 
labored with the most praisewoKhy self-aacrifice to obtain 
such legislative action as would give our city a Health 
Department worthy of its social, coromerciol, and intellectual 
greatness, have at length pven to their cause such moral 
force and such a momentum even in political circles, that 
the present Legislature cannot safely adjourn without enact- 
ing a new Health law. What gives tliis conclusion greater 
weight is the fact that all opposition seems not only to have 
ceased, but bas even become clamorous for reform. Health 
bills now multiply from various quarters, put forward by 
some individual interest, and each in the hope of riding 
foremost ou the coming tide. Even the grim power that 
presides over the Deatli Statistics of New York, who has 
hitherto stifled the legislative voice with the foul emana- 
tions of that bureau, has a health bill before the Legislature. 
We may take it therefore as a foregone conclusion that a 
reorganization of our Health Department is about to be 

The medical profession of this city have always been 
deeply interested in local sanitary reform, and with tbem 
this movement originated. The question which is pre- 
sented this winter is not. Shall there be a reform, but, 
What shall be its character? And (his question is of vital 
importance, and we trust no physidan will lend his influ- 
ence to any scheme which does not embody the latest 
improvements in sanitary legislation. Let u9 require that 
our Health Department have: 1. A strong and efficient medi- 
cal element; and, 2. That its organization embrace in area, 
as far as poswble, every inch of territory liable to aSect 
injuriously the public health of the city, and in authority 
every power necessary to remove the causes of prtventa- 
ble diseases. Such a Health Department we may now 
have, if with united voice we demand it. Shall we ask 
for less? 

To those medical men who have not been cognisant of 
the progress of this measure, the following facts will prore 
of interest: — The first real eBorts to improve our Health 
Department originated with the Academy of Medicine. 
The first health bills brought before the Legislature contem- 
plated only such legislative enactments as would create a 
regular and responsible Board of Health for this city, with 
a medical man as the chief executive officer, and with 
medical men as health wardens. The provisions of the 
bill were entirely local in (heir effect; subsequent discnsuons 
and investigation have led to a material change in the cha- 
racter of this health bill. It was apparent to the more 
thoughtful that New York never could have an efficient 
sanitary police unless the jurisdiction of the Central Board 
extended to all the sources of infection and contagion 
which surround the city. Of what avail are well executed 
health laws in New York if the neighboring dty of Brook- 
i.g ,zocd,CjOO>^IC 
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lyn, with iki constant interchange of people, takes no care 
to prevent the spread of contagioua and epidemic diseases? 
And of what value is a vigilant sanitary police to New 
York and Brooklyn ivlien quarantine is allowed to dissemi- 
nate, without let or hindrance, the eeeie of epidemic dis- 
eases to both cities i" It needed no argument to prove that 
a mere local board of health was noi all that New York 
with ita rapid expansion required. And the same was 
true of Brooklyn, one of the most rapidly growiog cities 
in this country. Whatever may be tlie commercial and 
social relations of theae two cities, tliey are certainly one 
in their sanitary interests, and they never can be safe until 
each has a controlling voice in the roan^ement of quaran- 

Influeoced by such considerations, a joint committee of 
the Academy of Medicine, of the N. Y. Sanitary Association, 
and of the Kings County Medical Society, wilh a medical 
representation from Kichmond county, prepared the bill 
known as the Metropolitan Health Silt, which erected into 
a Me^roptditan Health District the counties of New York, 
Kings, and Richmond, with their watera; the Board of 
Health was to be composed of a representation from each 
county, according to the ratio of its popuUtion, viz. four 
from New York, three from Kings, and one from Rich- 
mond. Three of the seven are to be medical raen, viz. 
two from New York, and one from Brooklyn, are required 
to be physicians. This bill was t>efore the Legislature last 
winter, passed ibe Assembly by a vote of two to one, and 
was defeated in the Senate. The same bill, aller bein^ 
(lightly amended by a joint committee of the bodies above 
UMoed, has been introduced into the present Legislature, 
juid awaib its action. 

Other health bills are already pressed upon the attention 
of physicians, and will bo laid before the L^'gislature, but 
there will be none that have the scope of the Uetropolitan 
Health Bill. This feature of our municipal sanitary reform 
can never again he lost sight of ; itiathatadopted by London, 
Philadelphia, and other cities, now famed for their power 
to avert pestiknces, and promote the health and happiness 
of the laboring classes. We trust no medical man will 
lend his name or influence to any of the specious health 
measures which arc in circulation. They are framed to 
promote the selfish aims of designing individuals. The 
Uetropolilan Health Bill alone deEerves the support of Ibe 
proTesNOn of this city and Brooklyn. 
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OcB readers cannot foil to notice that the Homoeopatbists 
are actively engaged in petitioning Congress to recognise 
Homceopathy in the Medical Staff of the Army, and to 
inst^ it in the military hospitals. Although we are not 
prepared to believe that Congreis will commit the indiscre- 
tion of granting the prayers of these petitioners, still there 
*re too important consequences at issue in this question for 
the medical profession to remain indifferent to this effort to 
demoralize, if not utterly destroy, the Medical Staff of the 
Army. We have assurances from responsible persons that, 
individual members of Congress, who are jealously guard- 
ing the public interests, desire that this effort to legislate 
quackery into the army, aliould be promptly counteracted 
b; the medical profession. The l^itimate method of 
accomplishing this object is by remonstrances against l^a- 
UdTo pfcecription of any fecial eystMos <^ practice in the 



Medical Staff of the U. S. Army. The Aoadeut or Msnn 
CJNK of this city, it will be seen, has taken prompt action in 
the matter, and we urge all state and local societies to do 
likewise. In addition let individual practitioners throngh- 
out the country forward, at once, remonstrances, signed by 
the citizens of their locality, to their representatives in Con- 
gress. 

At a special meeting of the New York Acadkht of Msdi- 
CINE, held January 29, 1862, Dr. Jaues Anderson, Fred- 
dent, in the chair, the following letter, directed to the Pre- 
sident, was received from Dr. Valentine Mott. 

Sir : — We have all been annoyed with the intimation that 
tlie noble SurgicalStaff of our Army might be polluted with 
Homoeopathy. We all honor the regular profession, and 
when an attempt is mode to impair ila usefulness, or detract 
from its dignity, we should promptly and unitedly repel iL 

InSuenced by these Bentiments I forward to you the 

accompanying resolutions, and be^ you to introduce them 

at the meeting this evening, as commg from me. A broketi 

metacarpal bone prevents my presenting them in person. 

Yours truly, 



^ Pmi, Jin. n, isn. 
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The resolutions were supported by Dr. Vis Kluck, Dr. 
E. Harsis, Dr. Josepd iL Smith, and Dr. Isaac Wood, in 
brie^ but earnest and forcible ^>eechea, and were then 
unanimously adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Adams, the delegates to the State 
Medical Society were instructed to bring the subject before 
that body, at its meeting at Albany, on Tuesday nexL 

Bt the kindness of the Surgeon-General of the Stale of 
New York, Dr. S. Oaklet Tanmbpoei., of Albany, we are 
able to give a list of the Sui^ons appointed to Volunteer 
Regimentain this State, since Dec. 1, 1861, with the changes 
that have occurred in the regiments in the Geld, since that 
date. This information will prove of great interest to the 
profession of tlie State. Hereafter, through the favor of 
the Surgeon General, we shall give weekly reports of thcM 
changes. 

Dr. Hortoh, the alleged discoverer of ether, has at length 
commenced prosecutions for infringement of his patent 
The first Institution summoned to answer was the New 
York Eye Infirmary, in the U. S. Circuit Court, in this dly, 
JoDOB Sbipuak presiding. After taking some medical testi- 
mony, the case was arrested by the Judge, for the present 
term, who doubts the validity of the patent. 

The following delegates to the N. Y. State Medical Society, 
were 'chosen by the Academy of Medicine, Dn. Joan W. 
Grexk, 0. Write, Jared LnmsAT, and J,P, Oauom., 

ocnyCOOt^lC 
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Tin Lictores Ihtroddctort to tbb Studt of FiniL Br 

AtnrKBW AnntttsoH, M.D., Lecturer on the Practice of 

Medicine in Anderoon's UniTersitj, Qtaagow. London. 

IBBL Pp.180. 

{(hiMiHud fmn paattS.) 
Tbb fourth cbuiter, which may be said to introduce the 
■econd part of the work, opena with a classification of fevera 
preparatory to treating of the individual fevers. 

We must content ourselves with gleaning here and there 
» quotation of interest 

Diagnosis of enteric and typhus fever: 

"It [enteric fever] differs from tyyhua in this — that it attacks 
jroonger pm^la, mostly fttim twenty to tliirty, but very rarely 
those above fifty ; whereas, as ws taw yesterday, typhus rosy 
attack tfaoee of almost any age. Agata, its mode or iavasion is- 
different. That of typhus is for the most part sudden; begins 
with vigor, and proatralion supervenes at once. The fever of 
which we now spesk begins gradually and insidiously; so much 
BO that the patient may for some days persuade bimself that there 
is nothing ihe matter with him. • • ■ Again, the whole aspcict 
of a person laboring under enteric fever is distinct frum that of 
one m typhus. There is not the stupid, oppressed look, which I 
endeavored to desoribe to you yesterday as belonning to that 
disease; there is rather languor, proetrHtion, and indiSereDoe to 
•verytliing; or if there be delirium, it is by no means constant; 
it is ofa mitder kind; there is more wsodering than confusion. 
The couotenanoe, too, is diflerent: there is a partial flushing of 
the checks, with pallor of the other parts of the (ace, which yon 
never see, I think, in typhus; and the pulse is variable^ corres- 
ponding with the variable state of the nervous system, lie 
eruption likewise is peculuu* : it appears, not on the flfth day, as 
In typhus, but from the seventh to the twelfth — is not di^sed 
over Che whole body, but oonflued to the epigastrium and abdo- 
men — is not oopious, but coDsista perhaps of but from rix to 
twelve spots. Theae are slightly round and of a pale rose color. 
* " The duration of the malady is greater than uat of typhus." 

Treatment of enteric fever with reference to the local 
lesions : — 

" The medicinea required in these eases ou^t to be given 
always with reference to the irritated stale of the bowels. 
Hever, although there be diarrhoso, pour inlu the stomach coanie 
astringents, such for instance as ct^lk raliture, tincture of cate- 
chu, and BO on. Remember that jou have to deal with a mucous 
membrane in an irritated, angry state, ulcerated in all proba- 
bility, the ulceration perhaps on the point of penetrating through 
the gut: be cautious therefore; let your remedies be of small 
bnlk, and in as mild s fonn as possible. You will find that the 
acetate of lead is a very useful remedy, soothing the irritation, 
and acting as a mild astringent. Small doses of taanin are bene- 
fldal ; it may be given in pills made up with a little gtyoerine, 
and ivorks to the like good effect. Sulphate of copper in quar- 
far grain doses may he given hi similar cases, combined with a 
very little opium; for I think you will And it advantageous to 

S've small opiaUm, as long at any rate as there is diarrhtea. 
ever, however, give opium in such quantity a.t to lock up the 
bowels — but only to sootha and check their peristaltic action." 
From the quotation given in regard to the treatment of 
the stage of incul>ation it might be thought that the author 
has given in his adhesion to a certain school of latter-day 
Uierapeutists not renowned for active antiphlogistic treat- 
ment. That his treatment of that stage does not arise, 
however, from any preconceived notions or prejudices, will 
be seen by the foUowinft remarks on bleeding and mercury 
in post-febrile ophthalmitis ; — 

"We learned very important lessons from the treatment of this 
ophthalmia — iesnona which tell against some of the theories 
which are fashionable at the present day. The previous fever 
and the actual debility of the patients mode me at first eechew 
anything like depletion; hut we found in the failure of other 
means that bleeding was the most effectual — the only effectual — 
mode of cutting short this dangerous ophthalmia. We took 
blood from the arm ; the drawing of two ounces was in soma 
oasea safSoant to make the patient taintish ; but by that small 



loss we gained our rdtject as we could not attsin it by leeching, 
even to much more copious effusion of blood; it bad, I am per- 
fectly satisSed, an effect which no other mode of treatment could 
have produced — the effect of arresting the inflaoimalion which 
would soon have destroyed the eye^ as amply proved to us by 
Uie result of neglected cases. • ■ « 

" The next lesson which we learned from theae casea vras that 
mercury was the only trustworthy drug In this disease. AgiUn 
and again, in tens and scores of cases did we observe, that jusl 
as the system became affected by (he medicine, just as the gums 
were touched, the eye, which bad till then shown no symptoms 
of improvement began to get well. The dogma that mercury is 
of no avail in the treatment of inflammation, is, in my opionion, 
a dogma as pernicious ss it is unfounded ; nay even asthenic 
infiammationa, provided only they be of an adhesive nature, like 
those of serous raembranee, and provided the vital power be 
maintained by sufficient nourishment, are overruled by mercury 
as by no other agent * * * Da not, I beseech you, be seducwl 
into believing that inflammations ought to be le|V to nature's 
curing, or that bleeding and mercury are worse than useless in 
treating. Neither bleedmg nor mercury is usefhl in aU inflam- 
mations, nor in every inflammation ateveiy stage; but the notion 
that they are never bciicQcial took its origin with those who are 
more disposed to theory than conversant with practice ; and who, 
dealing principally with advanced cases admitted into hcepitals, 
got into the wsy of thinking of the inSsmmation as if it Vers 
identical with its own products; deflning it by describing the 
changes of structure which it produces; forgt-tiing that there is 
such a thing as arresting an inflammation befi^e these changes 
occur; and shutting their eyes to the positive clinical proof tliat 
the disease may tie checked, and the absorption of the effusions 
promoted, by the agencies <J' which I have been speaking." 

Many other passages we had marked as worthy of 3ele(>- 
tion. But we liave undoubtedly given enough to show the 
manner of the man, and the nature of his work. We feel 
assured that no student can master ila contents without 
great benefit, aad no practitioner arise Irom its perusal 
without wishing, as we did, for " more." 

J. C. E. 
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The excitement and confusion attendant upon commence- 
ment occasion having now quite subsided a different 8l«t« 
of things is presented. Instead of the riotous conduct, etc, 
to which I alluded in my last letter, everybody has now s 
business air. Each professor is puactually at lus post, each 
student has in hand bis note-book, the janitor his time- 
piece, and so once more the machinery of thie immense 
school moves quietly along. As it may possibly interest 
some readers to hear something more pertainbg to it, I b^ 
leave to present them with the following very hurried 
glance at s few of the most prominent of the facuty. 

But before giving such, let me state that there are in 
France sixteen academies, and besides primary schools all 
have faoulIJes either of medicine, law, literature, or sciences. 
These academies are governed by a body of tavant choMn 
by the Emperor, and termed the Gmteil Imperial tU [in- 
struction pubUque. The academy of Paris consists of five 
faculties — sciences, letters, medicine, theology, and law. 
There are but three tuperior schools of medicine — Paris, 
Montpctier, and Strasbourg; the others are called secondaij 
or preparatory, as at Toursj Dijon, Lyons, etc. 

To gain a professorship in former times the ordeal of mn- 
e^un bad to be passed, but ondilthat the present Emperor, 
in order to favor a favorite (Jobert), did away with this 
tjying ceremony, and decreed that all in future ohould bo 
his appointees. The faculty of Paris ia composed of the 
dean, twenty-six professors, and twenty-four proftrntun 
agrijfia. 

The latter are all bard working joung men, and lUMty 
in izecoyGOO'^lC 
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in thia instance makes no exemption ; thej atUin their posi- 
tion by competition. Of course they have higher BBpira- 
tion?, and in the event of any of the professors b«ing absent 
from siclineBSOt other causes tlie vacant chair is temporarily 
Med by one of Ihein. Their field of labor is at the Icolt 
pratique, and their salaries vary from J400 to $1600 per 
annum. ItUto Ihae mtn motUy that the honor of prograt 

Deducting the nine clinical professors, 'who, understand, 
hold forth mill/ at their respective hospitals, from the tiventy- 
six in alL leaves sixteen U> fill the various chairs at the Kcole 
de UAiMine. Of course all these cannot lecture at one ses- 
sion, for the school is only open seven hours per day, and 
each hour is taken up as indicated by the following pro- 
gTAinme of the Winter session : 

BultlMt. PnAMHi. Diji ud Hann. 

Physique m^dicale. Oavarret. M.,W.,F,, U a.k. 

Pathologie mgdicale. Natolis Ouiilot " " " 3 p.u. 
Operations et appareils. Malgaigne, " " " 4 p.u. 

Chimie m^dicaie. Nurtij. T.,Th., S., lOJ a.m. 

Anatomie. Jaijarvay. " " " 12 it. 

Path.etther^. g^n^raJe. Andral, by Axen- 

field, npr^*. " " " 3 p.m. 
Path, ohirurgicale Denonvilliers. " " " 4 P.M. 

Those Professors not here noted will take their places in 
March, and cany on the spr'ng session. 

The clinical professors are distributed as follows : 



iBouiUaud. 
Rostan. 



I Velpeau. 
{ Nfluloa 



H«piUl. 

i la Charity 






7 to 10 

o'clock. 



The most attractive lecturer at Uie coU^ is certainly 
Malgaigne on operations and ^paratuses. The sneciultT is 
admirably fitted for him as permitting < 
Into witticisms of the most bitter nature against 
in genera], and old Charriira in particular, who, by the way, 
ia generidl; alongside. He is certainly the grand leveller. 
Few operations or instruments are better tlisn blunders, 
bis own excepted, and these invectives are uttered so elo- 
quently, so beautiflilly sarcastic, that his hearers ful not to 
•vmce their appreciation in applause frequent and sincere. 
Many of the audii^nce are non-professional, mere listeners 
indeed, who have no interest other than to hear the irony 
and watch the grimaces of this most pecuUar speaker. He 
haa such a crabbed appearance, and the contortion of his 
features as he is upon the point of saying something severe 
is so siogular and unnatural, as to be comparable only to 
the face of a snarling dog, A student ignorant of the 
language can tell when he bites. As a debater he ia 
powerml and fearless, and in the meetings of the Academy 
of Medicine invariably puU down liis aoljf;oniat 

Denonvilliers is perhaps the next moat p<q)ular as a lec- 
turer, and it must be by reason of hb very oppositeness to 
his colleague, for no two men were ever more diSereut 
than DcnonviUiers and Malgaigne. 

Jsijarray makes the hour pass pleasantly, notwith- 
standing the difficulty of his subject. 

From among the clinical professors Trousseau must be 
chosen as the true orator. Indeed this ought to be his 
forte, for in early life, besides being a legislator, he was pro- 
fessor of rhetoric. Few men are more admirsible for both 
talent and exterior looks. In manner and appearance he 
reminds me greatly of Dr. WilUrd Packer. 

Jobert do Lamballe is surgeon to the Emperor, and is 
besides as unfeeling as a Maisonneuve. He seems never 
pUued, for ever growling at bit aids, doing everything but 



kicking them, and patients in his wards »n Kolded at like 
dogs. 

What a contrast is the gentle N^aton 1 All mildness 
with bis assistants, and showing extreme sympathy for the 
sick. The largest ditKUU hes between biro and Trousseau. 
I am told that Nflaton's income is about 200,000 francs. 

Velpeau has been now so long walking the wards, and so 
long famous, that to foreigners in particular he has become a 
perfect old ouriositj. He is about the first one that the 
American student just arrived asks to be shown lo. In a 
recent visit to Tours I understood that bis studies were 
begun there, but so long a^ that the oldest doctor did not 
remember. He has more mtemes and extemes under hia 
care than ary other, especially of Spaniards. The crowd 
aller him is so large that it is nearly impossible to see more 
than every fourth bed. He is familiar and kind to every 

Piorry is called a great oddity with two great hobbies — 
the making of new sounds by his fingen, and new names 
wilh his tongue. For those who have foilh to the very 
finest point In percuceion be must be their king. As an 
instance of his perfection I may mention that I have known 
him to percuss the spleen some few hours after giving qui- 
nine, Slid detecting a diminution of its volume I He usea 
simply the pleximeler, to which he has given some new 
name which I forget. While percussing he never listens, 
at least scarcely ever. -The tactia erudiitit is upon his fin- 

Eers, so that the slightest abnormality is at once perceived 
y them, and simultaneously, uninterruptedly, he announces 
to his followers the precise condition of the organ in ques- 
tion. His class is only moderate in size, and mostly made 
up of foreigners. I heard Maisonneuve once say that 
Fiorry could detect and describe a clot beneath the 



Bouillaud is do doubt a little vain of his resemblance to 
the first Napoleon. For my part I could never see it: but 
one thing is pretty certain, that is, although a physician he 
has spilled more blood than any surgeon in Paris. What 
does Bouillaud do ? Bouillaud bleeds. 

In conclusion, this sketch of the faculty, I am well aware, 
is too brief to be perfect Written without research, I have 
merely jotted down the facts uppermost in my mind. Many 
others are well worthy of notice, but these few are the pro- 
fessors that I have followed most, and conse(|ueDtly with 
whose peculiarities I have become most familiar. 

It pleases me to be able to state that I have added the 
following Parisian joumab to the exchange 1ii>t of the 
Medical Timis: L'Union Mtidicale; La France MMicale; 
Le Oourrier M^icnle : Archives de U^dicise; La Revue 
Therapeutic Midico-Chirurgioale ; Gazette Hebdomadaire ; 
Moniteur de» Scaences; and Le Bulletin Ther^>eutic 



l^nnj UttMtsl |(ntdlt|tntt. 

LIBT OF THE HAUES Of BUXOEONB APPOIITED TO THE 
TOLCNTEER HKfllMKNTS OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 
8INCK DECEMBEB 1. 1961. AND THE CHAHOES WHICH 
HATE OUCUKRED IK THE BEOIMBNTS IK THE niHLD 
FBOU THE BAME DATE. 



H.O., AeUit Bddcwd. B«kalta Uirboi, NIli Btct. 
U.D., Bdhmh lllh Unitta. Dae lO.-Bubert Unri 



In O. BtTmooT. 

.-I.— R.B.Wk7, 

:h Unitta. Dae lO.-Bubart Mnrrli, M.I>., BunrDB (lit 
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Dao. II.— Lavranoc HcKv, M.D., BoifHin Sth Becl, Ovilrji Jgha B. 
Coopar, tLD, Bgrnoii Slta Ktrt, Canlrj ; Luelu P. Woodi, U.D„ 
AHbL Bnrnon tCti Ract. CavmVl Hllu<l A. w«d, U.D^ pnmotad 
rromANkL Barnon lltl Ragt. to Bnrnua SAlb B««t., Tioa S. N. Fitka, 
nXrMd ; Lawla Tlafc M.D.. AbUI Bukhd ITih Beft, viei Bllud A. 
Vni prmnotwl D«. IL— Henr^ Hawlit, M.D., Borftoa Hi (Pond™) 
Beet ; Tbomu Bndi*T, M-D.. SnrpMD Iriita Bagt. DrfulilDg UBaebaa- 
tar* I)t«.14.— ChuleiB. Ocodrieh, U.D., Siii«aB''V(B BuicaLlshtlB- 
bntrf," orgiDiUns U N<^w York : Winum H. Wlut, U.D., AMU. Huntm 
W Bail. ArllUarj', vloa BpanMr B, Brown, nolned ; Bobart Treat Pilna, 
M.D.^c. Aolit Bnrx. K± Bag. Tiaa UatCbew F. K«a,U.D., dlMbutBd. 
D.o. IT,— O. J. Fi.b.f, M.D onrBMiii of Sd He({t, Eagla Bripula. Dcnsls- 
iBcltBtDiBlBi. l>fa.ie.--iil»wbrldfaeml%ll.D.,8arn«*MB«t, 
<W*iUD(MnCo.BHt.XMtloB*4ttAII«Br. Om. JlL-Ual(i OMOtiA. 

Digiiizec oy VjOOQ I C 



MEDICAL NEWS. 



reKtu 



,'vlw'Set« 



InctoB Co. K«t), lUUontd « ilbin/. Dfc il.— Morrl. W. TmrnKni 
MJJ,Siirewiii4IlhB««1..TlMWhmii»n V. WhlWrcriniisdiK Vmnilrsj, 
M.D_ Sqrewn " Enhnt Perdu*." fn proeew of ore»ilt»lloB it N«ir York ; 
FrHUrltk Wolt M,D., Sntfeon S»Ui Bfgt.. «w LmH* Zmder roiIgii»d; 
VUtlam II. Hill, M.D.. Aulit. BnrfoaD Uth BeEt vise Loiili D. Rul- 
■Iniky Tetlsiird. Dscas,— Cbirlta G<>i:dllr,U.D.. Sdtemid MCh UegL.tn 

Bww or srnnludun Bt SuUtU Hubor. DrcH— Browar fit«nrr. 
.D., AsaUL Barzeon SSlh !:««.. vice SUnheB Orlswiild drcued. Dae 
n.-bsTld B. Kktct. M.D- Aulat. aurgann Mtb Ract (Uth Mllltla). 
I><0 aa.— Oaoifa e. Dllta, U.D., Buifw>n ' Jiiclwin AcuTlcr/," orfuJIlDf 

Ju. >, lyw.— A. H. Whltftird. M.D,, Sntgafln Mlh Ef«t. " Cpion Coaal 
Ooard," t1» Johnwn Clark, M.D,, daceuwl. Jan. ».— Otorje Bajlaa. 
M.D., AaslaLBniMoo "CipL DoaWedaJ'a lltfl., HaaTj ArtlllarJ." *«a. 
It-t. J. Marrlp, M.l>.. Atolnt. l-Lrg.=on of KagL fonplnr at R..Bia. Jan. 
lft_ClnrlM J. Kipp, MD, Aaalit fintgeon -!ini»« Anillnv;"''''"™ A. 
BklltoD. M.D^proiiioU'd hum Aislal. Surgton tWi E^it., lu feurgwn »T[h 
BmI.. Tlea VuxtB ClaTalMid. H.D.. nalKnad; Kowlar F^llU«^ M.D., 

11— 'wiUlun Q. Hanallild,' U.D.. Aialat. Suriaon «l<ritaEl . urguililnc si 
PoUdam; Aurnit Ilannann, M.D,, AaUst Siirgfon SSihltMl. rlc* CW. 
H. Oi'burne.WD., reMgnM). Jaa.lB.-Kll Bamurl Kuggla^H.D.fiurgmin 
Mlh Itfin.. "Vnlon CoMt Gi.ard." Jan. Wl.-K. B. Berkj, Mil,, 8urg««i 
-Col Doobladai'a Bagt., Hr.vy irllll«rj."{lranilerr.d from ISth Mlllili. 
Jan. a.— I. E. McD..nald, M.D,. Surgeon l»lh RegL, t1« Df. Narval nn 
panda. Jan. 84.-T. Uwli Hedlir, M.D,, SurReon of Rpgt. orgintilBi 
BndsrCnl. UglDllUaln U Nsw Torjt; Jimet L. FaiiFJ. M. U.. pnmi'ted 
ftom AMiaL Surgeon 10 Burgeon Mtb Kigt. {Uiii UlllUa), rjco J, M. 
HatDlaton, M.D.. on parula. 

Dr. R B. McCat, Brigade Surgeon, formerlj in chsrpe 
of the General Uospilal at FortrcHS Monroe, from which he 
was relieved at hia own request, has been appointed Pogt 
Surgeon, and is now in charge of the Past Hospital, in 
place of Db. Cotler. 



STATISTICS OF DISEASES AT FORTRESS 
MONROE. 

[Annr ComtpoBdenoa ofth* Ahdimh UiDioiLTin*.] 

FoBTml Uohboc Ta.. Ju. It, ISO. 

I AM permitted to place at vour disposal the foUovring, from 
the reports of the several Surgeons of tliis Divig^on of the 
Army, for the month of Dee., 1861. 

There were 12,215 enlisted men, and 503 oFBcera, reported 
on the last day of December. There were 2783 taken sick 
during the month, of whom 32 were sent to the General 
HoepM for treatment; 2087 were returned to duty; 25 
received furlough; 74 were discharged from service; 27 
died ; and there reraftined 288 sick, and 653 convalescent. 

The diacaeea were, offerers, II casee of continued; 207 of 
intermittent; 130 of remittent; and 105 of typhoid. There 
were 3 cases of errsipelas; 99 of rubeola; 2 of variola; 3 
of varioloid; 2 of cnolera morbus; 35 of colic; 100 of con- 
stipation; 268 of acute diarrhcea ; 4 of chronic diarrhoea; 
4a of dysentery; 47 of dyspepsia; 18 of gastritis; 1 of 
chronic hepatitis; 16 of icterus; 1 of perifoniiia; 1 of sple- 
nitis ' 52 of tonsillitis ; 8 of asthma ; 201 of acute broncliiljs ; 
16 01 chronic bronchitis; 318 of catarrh; 6 of kerooptysis; 
7 of laryngitis; 9 of phthisis pulmonalis; 12 of pteuritis; 7 
of pneumonia; 8 of angina pectoris; 1 of varicocele; 1 of 
apoplexy; 15 of ceplialalgia; 1 of cerebriiia; 5 of epilepsy; 
1 of imtatio Epiiialis; I of mania; 16 of neuralgia; 1 of 
paralysis; 3 of sypmlitic bubo; 19 of gonorrlioea; 7 of 
ischuria et dysuria; 1 of nephritis; 15 of orcliitis; 4 of 
stricture of urethra; 4 of primary syphilis; 10 of consecu- 
tive syphilis; lof anasarca; 1 of hydrocele ; 24oriumbago; 
132 of acute rheumatism; 34 of chronic rheumatism; 19 of 
abscess; 2 of anthnuc; 6 of paronychia; 19 of phlegmon; 
26 of ulcer; 3 of bums; 38 of contusion; 5 of fracture: 
4 of hernia; 2 of luxation; 27 of sub-luxation ; 47 of incised 
n'ound; 30 of contused and lacerated wound ; 6 of punc- 
tared wound ; 9 of gunshot wound ; 2 of amaurosis; 20 of 
ophdialmia; 3ofot«lgia; 6 of otitis; 3 of otorrhcea: 52 of 
debility; 22 of hiemonhoids; 12 of morbi-cutis; and a few 
Others of no importance. 

Of the 27 deaths, 14 occurred nt the Qencral Hospital. 
The diseases were, from typhoid fever, 15 ; capillary bron- 
chitis, 3; typhoid pneumonia, 2; double pneumonia, 1; 
oerebro-tpiuu meiungitii, 1 ; ruboMa, 1 ; cervbritis, 1 ; apo- 



plexy, 1; epilepsy, 2; enteritis, 1; and 1, th^ disease not 

The weather during the month was very fine, like early 
Autumn in the more Northern States, except that it was not 
BO cold. From the Register I take the following: — There 
were during the month 26 fair day?, and 6 cloudy, 2 of 
rain, and one, it snowed a very little. The mean temperature 
for the month was 46', maximum, 63°, minimum 30°. 

The regiments at Camp Hamilton and Newport News, 
except those provided with houses in which to treat their 
sick, have built hospitals for themselves of logs, which they 
bring from the woods — the crevices between the logs filled 
will] cloy — for the roof, U. S. provides Ihem with boards. 
They are 18 feet by 30, and make very comfortable quar- 
ters for the »ck. 

I hear no complaints among tlie medical officers, except, 
that too much physic, and loo HUk lurgtry is required of 
them. J. W. HcNT, 

Surgeon, lOlh Reg. K Y. V. 



HtMtal ittos. 



Medical Socirrr or tdk State of New Yore. — The 
'■ TiUES " will be before its readers in season to remind them 
of the meeting of the Medical Society in Albany, on TueB- 
day, Wednesd.iv, and Thursday of next week. The New 
York County feiiciety is entitled to seventeen delegates, 
New York Academy of Medicine to five, four Medical Col- 
leges each one, Kings County Medical Society l« seven, 
and Long Inland College Hospital to one, making from New 
York and Brooklyn, thirty-four delegates. How many of 
this number will be present ? Let the answer be credit- 
able to the profession in both cities. Everything promises 
favorable for an interesting meeting. The address by Dr. 
K H. Parker, on Wednesday evening, will doubiless be 
able, eloquent, and patriotic. The Society will be enter- 
tained by the Surgeon- General, and Br. Swinbomc.' 

Benj. E, Bowen, M.D., Chairman of the Com 



Medical Societies and Colleges of the Assembly of this 
State, is an able and accomplished physician, from the 
county of Oswego ; his residence being Mexico. It is for- 
tunate for our profession that the chairman of this commit- 
tee has ^ways been one of the best representatives. 

Dr. Gl'rdoh Buck has resigned tlie post of Surgeon to 
the New York Eye Infinnary, and Db. F. J. Bdustbah, 
lata Assistant Surgeon, has been appointed to fill the 
vacancy. 

Death of Dr, Dakiel Brooks. — At a meeting of the 
Kings County Medical Society, convened on account of th« 
deatri of Dr. Daniel Brooks, late President of the Society, 
the following resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

Wkmat, In the dispensation of Providence, our friend 
and fellow member, Dr. Daniel Brooks, late President of 
this Society, has been removed by death, therefore be it 

Resolved, That while we recognise the wisdom and good- 
ness of God in all His ways, and bow in humble submission 
to bis inscrutable decrees, we cannot but deplore the loss 
of one who was endeared to us in all his social and pro- 
fessional relations, and for whose manly and ingenuous 
character we bad an unqualified respect. 

Resolved, That the warmest sympathy of tliis Society is 
felt for the family who so suddenly and under such pecu- 
liarly trying circumstances have been deprived of a hus- 
band and father. 

Retolved, That the Society attend the funeral of our 
brother in a body, wearing the usual badge of mourning. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the 
family of the deceased, entered on the minutes of the 
Society, and published in the Brooklyn papers, and the 
AiflERicAR Mjcdical Timeb. 

Jona G. JoB)iEoii/lLD„ 4S 
Digiiizec oyVjOC 
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PekLIStt 



LiHiiH— Ituon.— /iniiiUT IJ. 16*9, l« ZIod Clititch, Msl«*ii. W. IJ. 
r., bj tha Itntor. Iha Rst. C. 8. Percln), A.M., Ouvu Lu<iho, ILD, 
ud Ha* HuiSA J jNt TovoRi— ^1 of MoLeiin. 



9 RECETVBP. 

On tb> Anlnul SabMini»« emplorcd u Madlnlnei bf tbe AneieBt). Bt 
G. J. FUh«r, A.M., M.D., ofsiug sing, N. Y. 

A SnUm of SnneTT ; Pitbolorlu^ DlngTioatlii. Tbenpeiitlc, ipd Op«i>- 
tlve. Bj Bunuel D. Qrou. M.D^ Frereuor (if Suriitry In Ita> Jdriinini 
Ucdlml Ollrge or FbjIiiWInliliv, ota, sta lilDitnUd br twslTs bao- 
dnd iligatnUuDi. Hreond eiUUon, mncb enlvsed *ad eucrullr reTlMd, 
In iwo volume*, 18«. 

Elfbtb BtflatnUan Beport of Kboda Island. IBM. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

CinninDnlul1r>D> >ra on Ola tnt liuertion tloni Dr. Cbu. V. Runpoii, 
Saig«iB to tba Bih loin Keg. VoL ; Dr. William O'McaghBT, SnnnoB to 
IhaVtb Bee, N. Y. Vol ^ Dr. Jamu Hrrai]. lata SuriaonM lb* Cameron 
BngDona ; Ur. Geo. W. WimaoD, Fort Mlcblgso, Va. 

Xetnrciaallon.—l flnd ravicclnalloo luecuirol In many tDttincei 
wbem thrr* Is 1 well drflncd ctcattlirrom former TaccI nation. I bate. In 

iriarull/sndperrocIlTruttnrdononapenon nbo bad bad In ililldboorl 

... K, .. ...-j-„ ^„m ti„ ,rtata Indlatlve of that dliuuipe" 

o. a. G 

PoiLi., Jm. Co., N. T. 



vauromi 



MBTEOBOLOOr J 

AND COPNTY OF NEW YORK. 

Abalnct of (bo Offielal fUport 

Ttdib tbaiOtbdajiof JumvT to tbeS7th diyof Jannarj, 18S!. 

J>taeU.—iltn.n : woman, e»: boyMlB: jIHa, 10*-lot»l, 891. Adnlti, 

M; eblklruL Hi; duIh. 1M: ftimalol, IM; colored, S. InAuli under 

two fean of aga, lUL CUIdran reported of native |«raDt>, U; foreign. 

Among the anuiof de«Ui •« notice :—Apnp]eiT. 10; Infbntlla conTnl- 
aIoni.aS; croup, 11 ; dlpbtbarla, U; Kirlet fever, M; typbatind typhoid 
fevan. 10; ebolei* tnfuntnm. 0; cbolara. morbua, 0; consumption, HI; 

dyieaierr, 0; iDaimmaLlon .If bnilo, t ; of bowela, I;' of 1unf[^ dO; 
' ■■' ■ ' -»ngt«lon ..f brain, BionoiiJtl- 10; erjalnelna. 4; .hno^ng 

. iJI were native, and 130 forelin: of wbom TB enme rrom 
I In the [mnitgntDt InttlttitlDn,ud STln the City Charltlti: 
-• la the Believue Hospital. 
I Almoipberical Eecord of the E 
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BuAin.— l>th. Light nln i 
day. Slai, Wind fk*sh late ».«., wlih inof, Mtt, 
Variable akyinM day. t4th, Ban'meter nearly >ti.. .. . 
Ibof d»n, Billo-wd by ■ remarlLible gal*, oominenclng with hi., 
vhlab wnillBDMt all Itie eight and the fbraooon of Uie»th,<vltb 
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MEDICAL DIARY OF THE WEEK. 

r Ifiw Yon HoerrrAU Dr. Halated, hilf-paat 1 m 
4 BiLUTDi HoaprriL, Dr. Thomitl, balT-paat 1 f.m. 



f Ni» Yo»it Hoaf HAL, Dr. Pirter. half-past 1 r.x. 

\ BiLLivDi HoemAP. Dr. laomln, balf-pajt 1 p.m. 

L OFaTnAi,uicHoaFtTAi.,Dn.SlepbeoaDnBndQan)sb,lP. 

! NitBf Tom Hospital, Dr. Cock, hulf-naat 1 r.it. 

i BiLLivDii lIuspiTAU Dr. Sajrt. la. Hoe., balf-paat 1 r.31 

fNiT YoMK Hospital, Dr. Halated, balf-psat 1 p.m. 
BiLLiTna UowiTAL, Dr. Tyloi^ balf-paM 1 t.x. 
Oprthaluio lIoapriAL, Dra. SlepbeuMin and Oarrlah, I p. 
f N»w YosK UospiTAi, Dr. Farier. bilf-paU 1 p.". 

Bn.LTvtrl ITotriTAL, Dr. Flint, balf-[>aat 1 P.M. 
\ Etc iHriKUAKr. 19 a. 

[ KviIlriBVABT, Dr. NoyM'Bl>ctiii«.ha]f.[i«tI r.M. 
< Kmr Ynen Hospital, Dr. Cock, batf-pMt 1 f.h. 
J BlLiKTun ilo^plTA^ Dr. W«.d-fcCUnI«, i J-". _, ,_ , 
(. OrnTDAiwoUcapiTALiDn, Stapbauon and Ourlab, 1 F 



SPECIAL NOTICES. 

Mkvical Society or the Statb or Nkw York. — Pur- 
niant io Slatule, the Fifly-fiflh Annval Mttimg of (he Medi- 
cal SocUty of Ihe State of New Torh,wiBbeh<Mmthtfir*t 
Tuesday of Felruary next (Tueadaij, Fibniary iOi, 1862), in 
tht Oily of Albany. The meeting wtfl be hdd in tha City 
IlaU. 

New Tobk County Medical Society. — The Stated 
Monthly Meeting of this Sodely will U held at the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, comer of Fourth Avenue and Twen- 
ty-third itrett, on Monday, Sd xnA, at 7i o'clock P.M. MediaU 
inteUigence Io le communicated and discussions to be held. 

New York Acadeut or Mkdicine. — Dr. I. E. Taylob 
wiU raad a paper on the Sos- Shortening of the Neck of tht 

Ulerus -up to fuU term of pregnancy, illustrated iri(A dia- 
grams of the different views ejitfi'tained on the subject, on 

Wednesday evening, February 5lh. After which, Db. J, 
Byrne will read a paper on " Pelvic UcemaioeeSe." 



W^?A 



& Ford are now manufactur- 

ig DK. JOSEPH II. TEDDlUB'S walking apllnt /or Unbn* 



Wanted, by a young Physician, a 

TT attnatlon *llh an old pnatltloner. or any oiewbo has more 
prttMlen ibnn he deilraa lu attend Io, with a vtev Io pnrchue u Intwett 

(fter'ElTlig It ■ trial, and becoinlng utiiilea of Its worllL 
Addrasa l-HYriHJIAN 

Car* of Bailupib BatTRns, 

140 Broadway, Hew York. 



U ensselaer Polytechnic Institute, 

It Tny, N. Y.— The aaventy-sllth aeinl-annul aoaslon of this IneUta- 
llon for ln*IrucllDn In lb* Mathemitloi!, Pbyilal.and Hataml Bclencea, 
will commanoa Fab. IMta, 1808. A fnll coune In UlUtiry tiolanca 1* now 

]fn[tber tntOnnatlDn, i 



sooul Beglstar, eiu be obtained oT 



BenI Fits by Mall on fiecelpt of 



BenlFnebyMallonfiKelptof Prlos. 

A Treatise on Diseases of the Joints, 
by Blcbard BarwelL Bvo. London, 1 SOI. tS.TS. 



iia, 440 Btoadwi 



A 



Beoelpt oT Prlae. 

Practical Treatise on Military Sur- 

- " FKASK HASTINGS HAMILTON. M.D., author «f 

"ho^wU New'yor^ 



OlvUY. 

College Hospiul, B< 



Dtumuuy Snrgor^ and of DIseaw 



Idilltuy Siiugery, 



d Accidents incident ti 
„-. --- -Tfoe,MOO. 

ratlans lor tbe Field; Flylnt,' Ambulimetii, Llttera, Ae^ 
'ounds, AmpulnUons, noBpllal (Jiagreue, Scurvy, Aa. 
rmy Begulatloai, wltb many olher matura pertalnLsf to 



10 Braadway, H. Y. 



Sent Free by Mall on Beulpt of Frtoe. 

Ten Lectures Introductory to the 
BttidT of Faver, by A. Anderson, M.D. PAt Svo. London, IBOL 
•t.U. 

BAilUkBi Bnomna, 440 Broadway, N. T. 

Bent Free by Hail on Receipt of Prloe. 

A Treatise on the Surgical Diseases 
OF THE EYE. By H. HAinia Watius. Bteood Edition, Bro. 
London, IMl. |'^uj„ g^j^,^ 440 Rn,,*,,,, jj. Y. 

Bent FT** by Mall on Beeelpt of Price. 

Aperative Surgery, adapted to the 

Vf Living and Dead Subject, by C.F.Kaonder,M.D. llmo. Loodoo, 
IMl. II.8I: _ 

B(iuizuBiaiaiii,«DBroadw,.II.T. . . 

i;g ,zocD,GOOl^le 



AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES ADVERTISER. 



E. & S.-,FOUGERA, PHARMACEUTISTS, 
No. 30 N. WilHam sU N. Tork, and No. 169 Atlantic st, Brooklyn, 

OEHfERAL AGENTS FOR THE FOLIOWINO PBEPARATJOIfS: 

Aanm: T. METCALF k CO,Bobio», Mam.; H. P. W A K KI . RR , Sak fttmcwoo, CAUKHWUt & U 
MAS80T, St. LouM, Mo.; , BiLTnioia, Mi«TL*ro, no, bm. 

To k« had mlw tfm tli« flint cUm !>»« Stont. 



ALBEBPRYEBTS BLXSTERING TISStTR 

TU» Tten !■ limn TvltoUa, bdDc sr ■ BBinrm MmgtH ud bUitarlBi 
AidMboui. Itl*n«tJiiad7.M>>awiiil<ikl,u<l<>'*jF«tu"aDl«i«ltar 

pStmtt. 0«imUrM*IlBtlwilTllpnMli»;liiiIluBii^aM«iipliiT^ 
ta lb* MtlT« unln ud bqnfub o( Fnuwa. 

ALBE8PBTKKV KPIBKBTIO PAPER, li ual Rir 
— . — N to uf dawlBg vfDtmuiU. 



RAQDIN'S CAPSDLEB, 
AnroTtd bT tt« VtwKk Aadnr of If*dklw-Diar (twotbad « 
nosHi br lb* pnlMd«a M bun- ThM* Oart at — m fttt Wi 
rimllw pnpmaoaa. 



lU* Airn.O<niv jnpmUaB ti amang U» 

Udu jiriiiM.Bi1 bf unpentla, tk* b«t vxtonuJ iMntdJ fo 

HATUa, ud NlVBUAU- 

113. A <(Mr«<->P«<«it, lo wpIrUic Ihli oIL to rub 

tnflwud put, (III U< (Ha ti MKMeJv M>w->i<«f uUk U 

E. GENEVOIX, PhuL, U Bh dt* B«d 



BLAirOAED'S PILLS OP IODIDE OP IRON. 



Ertrr pl^dolu, (nqr irork 0. , 

■B uooUtit BMBUiaon, DBltliic Um pnpartlH 

E^plll«u&lii«aa*inla ttmutot In 
pUli > d». NoM u* ihwIm vUih km 

^LABOASD, Pb«L. Ho. 



40 Ru Bosoiwt^ PhIi. 



BONJEAN'S £BQOTIN£ & DRAO£GS OP EBOOTmB. 
.SMt^aiMt'* AvoMm, <t pwIlM Bilnet if Knt, U th* annotln prtn* 
^la III S«sl* OonitoiB, mlnu IM polMBOD* MMttBOt. la ooiMiruBMi 
Anitam^a Er^iatlmt dut b* (1t«b In dnsH wnoitlHato lo tbs dunr of 
tbaou>,wl[baiit*iiTr1At>>r&U(*oflb*iatUa(. TbtdiMtf AVn«'( 
AvoMh I* from Bt* W 111 gnlu. dtllf. On* ln(M (tbr** (nlu) mar 
b* (liu. ctubod, mtj two ir tbn* bum, In aom* paTa «hh of nucbw 

^"^^IaBELONTK, PhiL, No. 19 Baa Bonrbon, TIUanaaT^ Paila. 



QUETEKHE'S IBON AND DRA0£ES OF IRON 

BT HIDBOOEN. 

pbfAUH 4«bow ta bSTo a WlUnl artlela, wU prMsfba Otunbu 
O m ww.'a ir«l», mUcli ll alv^« BnlArm and nllabia, and qolla dUTttwit 
Utea tba ooamanlal Ina b7 UTdrafan. 

It oomM In .mall bottiM, wlti a da uwcm amtaiDlu tro pain of Itbb, 
whldiliadiia.^ E, eEHKVOlX, 14 Uudaa Bauii AiU, Puli. 



wLEBBL'S SAVONULES OF OOPAIVA, &a, <ba. 

Tbo oaMmdlr Htloii otOopaln on tha ■'""m''. candnc naoMOD* irao- 
tatioaa aod pitrle daranfamenta, nndaia tu eoDtlBaad emploTiiiant oRai 
hapoaatbla. In I^bal'i BaYonnlM, the Balaui, br Ita HnonlOcaUon wltb 
an aleaH, U nwdlOad bi neb ■ mannar. that Ita dlnaUsn I. oiaj aad Ita 
abaoTpUoa mora raadf, bHtdaa tta aUgaut Uvea ud dl^ralaa andar a eoat- 
Inc HI (lutan, raoorarad t>r wiar aa ■ dngM^ laltbar offud the dgbt nor 



BOCDAULTS PEPSINE, 

dl* pnurtbad tn I>r4>««l<S fiOMratrla. to «>« lad dt^uM 
i,iiialmiiladi-iUM,iiaitB to unttteml M mg SuHmf prag- 

Dowi,— ruiaa palM !■ powdit^ two or tbiw ttmaa a d*r.jBat babm 



LABELONYE'S GRANULES OP DIGITALIS,.. 

bch Smnla aoutalH oeo-tUrd of a cnlD af HrdnMluhDlhi Eitnot <4 
Dlcltall* Parnina. TUi prananUon la an anauuit wdMlTa. a powerful 
dInntiA and I* parfeatlraeoeptabl* to the atomaeh. Tbaf nsnlaia well 
Ih* PhIhHsih if It* Btart, lunaM npldlj lb* nrinaij aecnttona, act 
ramaikablT »*U In Ih* Ifr^out PatpUaltant.Antm'ttnu, and Bypr- 
•._u.. it .v. n,.„mi 1. ~>4noa UDda <tf Dnqialea, principally UOM 

Rna Bwnton TfllaaanTa, Paria. 



FRUNEAU'S ASTHMATIO PAPER. 



B. & a FOUGERA'8 COMPOUND DRAGfiES OPj 

SANTONINB. 

Tbaat Dniiaa eHnponndoT Bantonlo* ud Jalaplna ar* at th* aania time 
Tsmlfoge and pnrnHto-balu ooaled with aanr Umt an ple*i*BI to 
take. oTon ftir aiaidren. EasbDnci* omtalna baU a (lain BantoalBa aU 

an«-IUA of a palo of JaU^n% with ebocolau ud ooatad with •ugv. 



Tbo npgrliitUT of aotion oT the LaelaU afjr 
■ aiauWllljlBOiaiaatrioJnlr- -■.-■-■' 



^Wm. . — .- 

fraln lactate of Iran. 

Do*!.— Two lo Ihm, (Ima tli 



■ ■■ dnlT attribnied to 

ilr pnacriW fiv 03ot» 

debUltj. Sash Dngta oonuina • 



PAULLINIA-FOURNIER 

and piltHipallr for the ni 
in tot StaraiM, E- 



PldoDi, Oriaoll*, Aa^ Ae. 



ijitu Imo and AoapbomL' la admliwd b; all P 
naie uplarad IL Batnc bcnw <a«llT br the meat daUeal- _~— », . 

rw* Tarr well with tobdi Ladlaa ; It I* uad with deatded baaalt la aaaa 
aeMTol iMIMn, JmhWo, Dfiptptta, yturaltia, and priaalpaUr 
wben a nerroui tonle ft iDdloeUd. 

I)o«n.— Two to four Dngeea, thre. Uoiog a da;, or a deaaait to ■ U^ 
■poonhil Ibraa timeodaj. Forchildnn In propMtlon. 



PERSONNE'S lODINISED OIL. 

tPeSOrXD BY TBS FRSBCE ACADEMY OF BBDICISS. ■ 
Thia OIL eonUlulw Iodine la u eKmantat; oomUaUlaa, la Terr much 
■^ looler; II baa jreat ad™- 



Imond oK In 



•ood-UTeroll.ultoub 



lodlnleed On, than with ood li< 






eodlllK' oO. Dou.— A liaapoonftil two or 



Ns. \t Bua Bourbon TlIlauaBTa, rarli. 



PIERLOT'S VALERIANATE OP AMMONIA, 
roa 1/SB70US ArFsanoBs. 

Tfalt preparation la not at all llkelbaosa prs(iandbT Apotbeeariaa, aflrr 
the fOrmala piibl<.lud ta Uie iDDmile; <!■ odor. lU laite. ud abonn lU, IM 
MOOM*, where the ether one Ula, will tell at dnee how dlffereDt Ihef are 
oao bsm the olher. 

Otiutliu PUrlaCt Yaltriatiau of Ammatla It a mael etBgadon* 
Wnedr In iTaHmMa BpOfptf, CbMwMiHH^ BfltHa, Ac, An. 

CoU^Two to Ihn* taaqwontal. dallj. 

PIBRLOT, Pben., U Sue UuwUe, FerlB. 

E. 4c 8. FOVAEBA, Pharmaceatists, New Tork and Brooklyn, 

Gehikai. Aoibts tor ihb abotb Fbbfakatioks. 

K3. Pbarmaceututs and Wbolesalb Dbdooibts will find it to their tdratitafce to Kod for uur 'ho 
Price Onrrent, in vbicb the prices of Imported FroncL Medicinal Preparationi are tnncb rednced. 
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PERCY ON NEW REMEDIES. 



LECTURES ON 
NEW REMEDIES AND TUEIR THERAPEU- 
TICAL APPLICATIONS. 



LECTURE III. 



Oold and id Compouitdt, 
GntTLiHiii'. — Qold has been known from Ihe carlirat ag«9 
of aatiquitj ; bj the Alchemiata it was termed Sol or Bex 
Metallorum. It is one of those elements which, in its 
metallic state, phjmcians a? a class arc too tittle acquainted 
with ; that we maj grow more funilior with ics virtues and 
powers, let us Etuajr inlimatelj the medicinal effects of its 
compouods upon the hnman ajstero. 

The conipouods of gold have been inlroduced into medi- 
dne during the present century, and will therefore come 
within the range of "New Remedies." Metallic gold in a 
state of very fine division has long been used in mediunc. 
Dr. Pitcairn used it in 1715, and recooimcnded it as supe- 
rior to mercurj in the treatment of syphilitic disease. 

We will first give you brief and concise methods for the 
preparation of the medicinal campounds of gold; we will 
afterwards speak of their therapeutical uses. 

Puitnt A-uri is prepared by rubbing gold leaf to a very 
fine stale of division with sulphate of potash, sifting, aad 
then washing away the sulphate of potash with bailing 
■water. It ia also prepared by precipitating the gold from its 
terchtoride with protosulphate of iron ; the precipitate is 
washed with water, and with dilute nitric acid. In the 
latter there is generally a small amount of oxide of gold. 

Auri Feroxidam, — This preparation is called by different 
names, as teroxide, peroxide, auric oxide, and auric acid. 
lis composition is AuOi, It is prepared by adding one part 
of chloride of gold to forty parts of water, and then boding 
with ibur parts of calcined magnesia; the prRcipitAte ia wash- 
ed with water, and with dilute nitric acid. When anhydrous 
it is of a brown color; tJie hydrate is a reddish yellow. It 
ia readily reduced to the metallic stale by heat, or by the 
■un's rays. It isinsolubte in water, but is soluble in hydro- 
chloric acid, forming tercbloride of gold ; it is also soluble 
in the alkalies, with which it forms compounds called 

Auri PercMoridum is prepared by dtasolving gold in 
three times its weight of niiro-hydrochloric acid with the 
aid of modemte heat. The solution is evaporated nearly to 
dryness until vapors of chlorine begin to be disengaged, it is 
then allowed to cryetalliie. It is in small crystalUne needles 
of an orange red color, inodorous, and having a strong, 
styptic, caustic, and disagreeable taste. It is necessary to 
keep it in closely stopped buttles, as it is very deliquescent. 
It is soluble in water, alcohol, and ether. It is decomposed 
b; most of the metals, by phosphorus, protosulphate of iron, 
charcoal, sugar, gum extractive, tutuic and gallic acids, It 
vtains the skin a purple color, 

SodH Auro-Terchloridum. — Auro-terchloride of sodium is 
prepared by dissolving eighty-five parts of terchlorids of 
gold and sitteea parts of chloride of sodium in s small 
quantity of pure water. The solution is evaporated and 
ftllowGii to crystallize. It crystallizes in orange-colored 
elongated prisma, which ore permanent in the air, and 
soluble in water. 

Auri lodidum is prepared by adding a solution of 
iodide of potassium to a solution of terchlorido of gold, as 
long as a precipitate is jiroduced. Double decomposition 
tAkes place and iodide of gold and iodine are precipitated. 
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which, when washed with alcohol to remove the excess of 
iodine, is of s greenish yellow color. It is insoluble in cold 
water, but is soluble in alkaline solutions. 

Auri Perq/anidum is 
pore cyanide of potassiui 
ride of gold, until a precipitate ceases to be formed. It it 
a. yellow powder, which is insoluble in water. 

We have spoken of the aiaenal« of gold under the bead 
of Arsenious Acid 

2heraptulicai Vu». — Qold in ft minute state of division 
has been used by many of the European physicians, but 
to far as my knowledge goes has been out little used in this 
country. I have known one instance of its administration 
with iavorable results : — An ofBcer of a ship had contracted 
syphilis in Paris the night before his departure ; he was told 
by a French gentleman on the ship, that powdered gold 
would cure him better and quicker than mercury. On his 
arrival in this port he placed himself under the core of ft 
quack, who Balivated him to a fearful extent At this stal« 
he got ten grains of gold leaf, rubbed it up very finely 
with sugar, and took the whole at a dose. Within twenty- 
four hours the painfiil accompaniments of his talivaUoB 
had disappeared, the eypbilitio ulcer had healed, his appe- 
tite had greatly improved^ and be said he felt as weU n 
ever except the foetor of hia breath. He repeated the soma 
dose twice afterwards with do ill effects, and he said with 
marked improvement in his health and spirits. He was 
Strongly tinctured with several of the modem isms of tha 
day, and attributed the beneScial results he experienced 
from the gold to its forming on amalgam with the mercury 
in tlic system and thus removing it. He reversed the 
doctrine of the old alchemists, and sent tlie nobler raetil in 
search of the baser. This is a much larger dose than il 
usually administered; from one-quarter to one grain, thre« 
times ft day, being the dose usually recommended. 

Of the salts of gold, the oxide is the mildest, and the 
chloride the moat active. If the theorv. so earnestly stated 
by Mialhi, of the conversion of the mild chloride of mercu- 
ry into the corrosive chkiride in the intestines were trae, 
there would be infinitely more room here for asserting that 
the oxide of gold had no actiou upon the system, and that 
its effects were entirely owing to its becoming a soluble 
chloride in the system. This cbAoge would undoubtedly 
take place with greater readiness witA the oxide of gold, a« 
it is readily soluble in alkaline solutions and has great 
affinity for chlorine, and yet we see that much larger doses 
of the oxide of gold can be ^ven than of the chloride. I 
have no doubt of its beconung soluble and being absorbed 
into the system, but it is milder when token as an oxide 
than when taken as any of the soluble salts. 

The oxide and various salts of gold have been extenuve- 
ly used by Chrestlen, Niel, Oozzi, Le Grand, M^ndie, and 
others, and several monographs have been printed at Pftrii 
on the use of the preparations of gold in syphilis. Chrw- 
tien recommended it in preference to mercurislsin the pri- 
mary form of syphilis ; but few now use it in the primary 
form. In moderate doses the salts of gold produce an in- 
creased fulness and frequency of the pulse, an improved 
appetite, and an augmented action of the skin. They stimu- 
late the nervous svstfim, increase the mental energy, and 
^ier a time proauce decided aphrodisiac effects. They 
largely increase the secretion from Ihe salivary ^and^ 
although they do not produce the sore mouth and the fixtor 
that is produced by mercury. 

Dr. Chrestien thinks that the terchoride of gold is vei^ 
analogous, both iu its chemical composition and therapeutic . 
effects, to the corrosive chloride of mercury, but that it acts 
more energetJcoUy as a stimulant though less powerfully as ft 
siologogue than the latter solt, Orfila, who tried experi- 
ments with it on animals, says that it acta as a corrosive, 
and destroys animals by inflammation of the coftts of the 
alimeniory canal, but that it hos lees energy than corrosive 
chloride of mercury. 

To produce its curative actioa in svphJUs, it is conadered 
necessary to produce, and for a wliiJe sustain, the peculiar 
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state of irriUtioa or exaiUlion that it causes, but this Bta(« 
must be restrained within proper limits. Under its full 
curative effects there is increased fulness and frequency of 
pulse, augmentatjon of urine, saliva, and perspiralion, a 
moist tongue, with no disorder of the bowels. If the dose 
is too large, and continued for too great a length of time, 
there is headache, gastric irritation, a dry red tongue, sore- 
ness oi the fauces, griping pains in tlie bowels, cramps, and 
diairhixa- if these are .not soon controlled, there is great 
heat of the skin, agitation and loss of sl^ep, gastritis and 
fiitagaing erections; and, from the experiments of Orfila, 
poisonous doses would no doubt produce much the same 
lymplome and results as the corrosive chloriJe of mercury. 

The febrile action produced by the salts of gold may be 
more readily eonlrotled than those produced by Llie ealta of 
mercury. Free use of warm alkaline demulcent drinks 
will alone frequently remove all unpleasant effects, and if 
during the sdministration of the salt a febrile action is 
induced, it may be removed in a short time by tree diluenta 
combined with opiates. 

Tou may frequenlJy find these salts useful in the tertiary 
tonus of syphilis. Iodide of potassium, as you know, 
ia frequently used with great benefit in this form, yet there 
are cases where it produces very little benefit. These, in 
my experience, are those caeee where the disease has pro- 
gressod to. the latter form without the use of mercury 
during the primary disorder, or wherein too little was used 
to effect a cure. In t^e«e cases the corrosive chloride of 
mercury in combination with the iodide of potawium, form- 
ing the corrosive iodide of mercury, or the same remedy in 
combination with tonics, would effect a cure ; but from 
various causes you frequently cannot use any merouriaL 
In these cases any of the salts of gold (I have used the 
ohloride and the iodide), used and maintained to their 
second degree of operation, have a very happy and salutary 
effect ; but it is necessary, as it is in admiaistering mer- 
ourial^ to see your patient frequently, and closely watch 
the enecis of the medicine, and control it within its cura- 
tive operation. There are also cases where the mercurials 
exert no beneficial effects, and there ore also times where 
fbr obvious reasons tbeir use is ooBtra-lndlcaled. Here the 
■alts of gold are often of great benefit. 

These salts have been recommended as general tonics and 
alteratives, but as we have remedies of known powers, I 
have never used them for such effects. 

Model of AdminiilTalion. — The oxide of gold as well as 
the salts have been administered by way or fi-iction upon 
the inside of the cheeks and gums ; by this method from a 
quarter of aprain to a grain of the ojtide, or one-sixteenth to 
one-tenth ofa grain of the chloride or cyanide, may be used 
twice orthrice daily, mixed with some inert powder, as starch 
or tycopodium, and rubbed for several mmutes upon the 
tongue, cheeks, or gums. In this way it is said to produce 
no soreness of the gum^ and no irritation of the bowels, 
I have never administered it in this way. Niel preferred 
its employment endermically by applying it over a blistereii 
or ulcerated surface, Le Grand used the oxide in lozenges, 
and gives the foUowiag fennula for their preparation : — 
Auri oxidi, gr, v|, ; sacchari albi pulv. j j. Tere et misca, 
dein adde mu<\ tragaoantbce, ut flat moles, in pilulas sexs- 
ginta dividenda. In this formula each loienge contains 
«ne-tenth ofa gr. of the oxide. In moat of the works the 
various sails are recommended to be made into pills, but in 
mr opinion they never should be made into pills. All the 
aula are very easily decomposed, and most of them are 
caustic in their local application. It is better then that 
they should be always f^lly diluted. The iodide, the 
eyanide, and the oxide can be taken in any of the ^katina 
Bolutlona freely diluted with any pleasant flavored Byrup, 
The chloride and the auro-terchloride of sodium are soluble 
in water or syrups. Any of them may also be taki 
the double gelatine capsules without taste, and folk 
with a drink of water or any demulcent fluid. 

Dote. — The dose of the oxide may be from one-quuter 
to one grain thne times a <lay. The dow of the chloride 
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is from one-sixteenth to one-eighth ofa grun; oftliecyanide 
about the same. The iodide may be taken in rather larger 
doses, as from one-tenth to one-sixth ofa grain, and the auro- 
terchloride of sodium in about the same quantity. 
.^nfiiotei.— The treatment in poisoning would be much 
chloride of mercury. 
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{ConUniudfivm pat* «.) 
HOTEKEICTS, VOmHTART OB IBVOLUDTART. 

BEGAttsiHO the power which this woman might possess afler 
inflicting this wound upon the throat, of passing the hand 
over the face, placing it in one or two spots on the pillow, 
and of letting it fall ^ain in the portion in which it was 
found, it is not inappropriate to consider two classes of facts : 
I. Those which relate to voluntary motion afler fatal 
wounds have been inflicted, and II. Those that refer to con- 
vuluve and involuntary movements resulting from hwmor- 

On the Brst of these points Taylor Q»ge 347) remarks : 
"There are several cases on record which snow that wounds 
involving the common carotid and its branches as well as 
the Internal jugular vein do not prevent the exercise of 
voluntary power and running a certain distance," and page 
270, " Suicldea do not immediately perish from wounds that 
are commonly termed mortal, on the contrary they havo 
power to perform acts of volition and locomotion which 
might seem incompatible with their condition." Among a 
considerable number of instances recorded in which per- 
sons wi^ wounds in the neck, that were almost imme- 
diately fatal, have performed such acta of volition and loco- 
motion, two are referred to by Brierre de Boismont (Annalit 
fHygiine, xli., page 143) who cut their throaU before a 
mirror, walked aoross the room by lie aid of the furniture, 
covering the floor wilji blood, and, reaching Iheir beds, lay 
down and died, 

In a case referred to In Beck (vol ii., page 350), a woman 
in whom the left carotid artery was cut, and many branches 
of the carotids and jugulars, walked twenty-three yards, 
crossed a stile three feet ten inches high, and then died. A 
man afterwards found that the time required for him to do 
this was thirty seconds. 

The cose already quoted from Degrsnges, in which a 
man after cutting his own throat went to and returned 
from another story of the house, and with apparent great 
deliberation hanged himself, illustrates the some point. It 
is not evident in any of these cases that both carotids were 
cut, still they leave us to the inference even when both 
were cut that certain voluntary motions con be performed, 
and probably all that were supposed to have been performed 
in this case. But with reference to convulsive movements 
there can be no doubt that they are common in dealt from 
bmmorrhage. and^ore common the more rapidly fatal the 
bleeding. These convulsive movements are known to last 
as long as the bleeding continues, and analogy permits us 
to Infer that in these cases they may hiive conriiiued at 
least thirty seconds after the wound was inflicted.* 



„_. ., . . ■>.)■ B«»l«s«, 

pporatf. JtartliaU Bait, Mtdtco-aMruni. Traiu.. voL jUL, PW* U 



■yGoOt^lC 



AbmIod UtdlMl rimtt. 



CLARK ON SUSPECTED HOMICmAL CUT THROAT. 



WA. 8, ISO. Y9 



sFMHKLiNa OR SPiR-rn'o of dlood. 

The eprinklittg or spirting of blood from wounds 
neck BO^ora to have attracted but little the atten 
medical juriata. In bj far the largest proportion of cases it 
ia not mentioned, even when tbe descnptioo is in great 
detail. Id this caae, however, it became a question of im- 
portance, on the theory that the woman was suffocated and 
that her throat was cut aflorwards. It was urged that in 
auch a case the spirting of blood would be littje or none 
at all, while on the other hand it was claimed that if the 
throat was cut in full Ufe the blood should have been thrown 
to a considerable diatance upon the bed, and even upon the 
walls of the room. It was eveu claimed by one of the 
medical witnesses that a cut mode in this situation, the 
heart being vigorous, the head in the line of the bodj, the 
bodj lying upon the back, that the blood woul4 h»re beep 
thrown &om each carotid past the ]ips of the wound, past 
the jaws and head, and would have struck in fiiJJ iorca 
against the head-board. My reBearchea have led me lo the 
inference that when the carotida are entirely divided the 
eplrting or sprinkling of blood from them ia almoat nothidg ; 
but that when either of them has been partially divided ao 
H togive such direction* to the current of blood as that it wi][ 
flow forward, unobstructed bv (he lips of tho wound, then 
the jetting or aprinkhng of blood may be considerable. 
Thus in the caae already quoted from Marc, of the young 
man who cut his throat standing before a window, the fur- 
niture and window were spotted with blood to t]ie height 
of about three feet, an overturned chair was ^rinkled with 
blood, B night-cap on a step before the wmdow, raised 
about one root, was spotted on ila upper side, Id this 
instance neither carotid was entirely severed, both were 
cut into " and the right half out, the lelt more than half 
cut" 

In a case reported by Rami, Adelon, Dubois, and Boyer 
(AnnaUt d Hygiene, xv. 394 ; Btck, ii. 134), in which only 
About one pound of blood waa lost, the throat was supposdd 
to be cut while the woman was standing a short distance 
from a wall ; the wall was sprinkled to the height of three 
feet four inches at one spot, and at another spot to the 
height of two feet kx inches. In this case the right carotid 
waa cut in two-thirds of its circumference, on it« inner 

In the case of Mrs. Duval, referred to by Beck (ii, Hi), 
reported by Devergie (i^joi Uedkbu, it., page 1C8), the 
larynx and hyoid bone were broken, tlie superior thyroid 
artery was cut, but the carotids were noL The Wood had 
been thrown in jets over the features, but it is not remarked 
that it was thrown upon the furniture. This was ■ case of 
homicidal cut-throat; the thyroid artery wjts enlarged to 
supply an enlarged thyroid ghuid. 

In the case of Sellis, the valetof the Duke of Cumberland 
(Bedc, ii.), there was a wound ij) the throat six iqches long, 
dividing Uie arteries on both sides, whether wholly or not, 
is not stated. There was blood on the walls of the room, 
on the curtains, washstand, bq^D, and drawers. The body 
waa extended in bed, but ^ellis's orarat Wfie cut in several 
places. On the duke were two scalp wounds, his arm was 
wounded, his Uttle finder nearlv cut off, and there waa 
bloody water in the basm in 3eUis's room. Under these 
drcumstances it would seen) at least (questionable whether 
the blood upon the wqljs, bed, and furniture was from the 
arteries of tlie servant or >^e master. These are all Ihe 
cases of cut-ihroat th»t J hfive met with in which the sub- 
ject of sprinkling t)*^ heen conudered of sufficient import- 
ance to have beeq described in detul. 

Taylor (page gSS) makes the following statement. "The 
sprinkling [n^y be eipecled only when Uie wounded arte^ 
is smalt, or when the blood is effused at a distance. This 
is a fnci which medical jurists should not overlook ;'" but he 
^da that it may be accidentally sprinkled from a vein. He 
says also (page 277), " The hand and weapon cannot esc»pe 
being m^ked with blood." He says also, " Sprinkling of 
blood, when it exists, may be evidence tha), i| sagie fVom a 
(ivinp body." 



BLOOD OH THE INSTRCVKST. 

It is universally admitted by the authorises thai in aui- 
cidal cut throat there must be a certiun amount of blood 
upon the instrument with which the wound was inflicted, 
and abo upon the hand that carried it ; but in re^^ard to 
how much of blood there should be on each, and in what 
relation it should be found, tlicy are almost entirely ulenL 
In this instance it did not appear that the blood covered 
the razor blade, but that it was collected in rather narrow 
hands and in spa^s upon different portions of it a band of 
moderate width "being described near the edge of Ihe 
instrument. It was ui^d by the prosecution that this was 
on inadequate sjiow of blood upon the weapon. By the 
defence it was claimed that upon a polished instrument of 
any kind, and especially upon a rasor that had been 
stropped on oiled or greasy leather, blood would dispoM 
itself as water does upon such inHtrufoefita, and thus cannot 
be made to cover the surface uniformly, but wjll collect in 
lines and drops, much as the blood was supposed to hava 
collected upon the instrument in this case. Thi^ ia a sub- 
ject, however, concerning which Burgeons have the means 
of formin^^ more accurate opinic^U than physicians. The 
most deJinil« statements we find on this topic are made 1^ 
Taylor. Thus (page ^79) he says; "The blood on the in- 
strument may be partly coagulated and not diffused as a 
mere film j this would render It probable that it had issued 
from a hving pereon or uiimal, or from a recently dead 
body." Again, in the same page, he adds; "Particular 
attention should be paid to the manner in which the blood 
ia diffused over the weapon. It is not nnusual (br ft crimiDal 
to besmear with blood a knife or other weapon which haa 
probably not been used." Thus it would seem probable, 
had this instrument not been used to make the wound, but 
obtained for the purpose of deception, as was believed by 
some of tho witnesses for the prosecution, that the blood 
would not have been found collecled irregularly on it but 
it would, in Taylor's language, have b^n ''besoiwred |uid 
very generally " diffused." 

BUrTOOlTION AND BMHOBBPAOt OOKCCBRlHa. 

The fact that suffocation may occur in cut throats aeemi 
to have attracted but little attention from medical jurists, 
yet the fitct ia distinctly announced by several authoriliea, 
and is recognised in some of the reported caaes, This may 
occur in either of two ways: by tbe retnution of the tr»- 
chea, uid its obElj-uction by the boH parts, or by the filling 
of the trachea with blood Irom tho wound, 

Briand and Chaudg (Leaal Medicine, p. 309) state that if 
the trachea alone is cut, the inferior end retracts into the 
soft parts, the air no longer penetrates to the lungs, and 
deatfi occurs from suffoottion : if vessels are wounded at 
the same time, death ia produced by suffocation and hie- 
morrhage. 

Orfila (Zfool Utdieine, ii. 606) states, '' when the trachea 
is completely divided, Uie inferior end is retracted and 
hidden in the neighboring parts, and the person dies of suf- 
focation." 

In the case already referred to under the boad of sprin- 
kling observed by Adelon, Dubois, Bayer, ftnd 6«ni (^iinalrt 
^^giene, xv. 394) these observers all reo^nise the fact 
that the Uood will Sow into the trachen and cause 
asphyxia. It is stated in their case that this trachea wu 
retracted one inch, and that blood was (bund in tbe ur 
tubea and ossiated in destroying life. The lungs were much 
engorged. In a case recited by Devergie (tigal iftrficwa, 
ii. 117) homicide was committed by cutting the throat 
with a pur of scissors. The trachea WM con^etely 
divided, aawas the verlebr»l artery. Death waa produced 
by b«inorrh^e ftnd aaphyxia, blood being fbund In the 
bronchial tubM, 

Ja the caae of thf great wound already referred to^ re- 
ported by the swne author (^nnaltt d^giint, 41S), it if 
stated that " the blood waa introduced into the ririit brOD- 
chua only, and hftd penetrated into the last ramincalKai of 
the tube; nothing similar was observed in the lefti'" 
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In Leuret's cose (Annalf$ d Hygiene, v. 236), already cited, 
that of the officer who cut his throat ivith embroidery Ecis- 
sors, the tracliea and right carotid art«rj were completely 
divided, and the leil jugular vein aod cesophaguB partly, and 
blood had penetrated into all the air tubes. 

Id ft caiSe of homicidal cut throat reported by Bayard 
(JnnolM dSygiene, xxxix. 433), the traehea and thyroid 
arteries were divided and the trachea and bronchi were 
Med with frothy blood, and the lungs were congested. 

The fact that death may occur in this mnnner, and that 
asphyxia may play an important part in cutthroats, through 
blood introduced in the manner here indicated, is recognised 
by Taylor (p. 296). He Bays, if in a case of a wounded 
throat blood should flow into the trachea, it nay cause 
death by asphyxia. In the case under consideration, the 
(pinion has already been expressed that blood did in this 
manner enter into thebreathin;? tubes and lungs more upon 
the right than upon the h(t side ; and while it is admitted 
that this would be a sufficient cause for engorgement of the 
lungi, had such engorgement really existed, the statements 
already made show that the quantity of blood contained in 
these lungs was really less than is usually found in death 
from common causes; at the same time it is alto;;ether pro- 
bable that these organs contained a larger quantity tlian if 
the person had died from wound of the carotid arteries 
Tithout opening the windpipe. 

BOOHIHOBIS or THE tONOUI. 

In nearly every instance that has been reported of sui- 
dde and homicide by wounds of the throat, the condition 
of the tongue has not been stated. It is more commonly 
referred to^ and its condition described in the various forms 
of asphyxia. There appears to be abundant evidence of 
the fact that the tongue is frequentlv bitten when asphyxia 
is produced by suspension. In other forms of asphyxia, 
this accident does not appear to be of any particular si^iG- 
cance or value. The opinion was expressed on the trial of 
this cause that biting and ecchymosis of the tongue might 
be the result of suffocation, but the witnesses for the pro- 
secution failed to produce a single instance or a single pro- 
fessional opinion in favor of this theory, and it seems that 
it would be quite as natural to infer that the lesion in this 
case resulted from the spasmodic coutraction of the muscles 
moving the lower jaw in the act of death as from any other 
cause. It is no objection to this view that both carotid 
arteries were cut, and that therefore the supply of blood to 
the tongue was in a great measure cut off, inasmuch as 
Christison and others have demonstrated that ecchymosis 
resembling that which occurs during life can be produced 
by violence on the dead body for about two hours after the 
heart has ceased to beaL Then, again, it is possible that 
this ecchymosis may have occurred many hours, or even 
two or three days before death. 

Referring to the distinctive marks of hanging, Orfila 
(Annala iHygiint, xxvii. 143), after saying that the fea- 
tures, lips, and eyelids were swollen and livid, eyes red 
»nd prominent in most instances, refers to the tongue, stat- 
ing that it is often but not always swollen, hvid, and pro- 
truding, and adds ; " If the tongue be bitten, bears marks 
of the teeth, and is Qiore or less ecchymoaed, this &ct might 
give rise to the presumption of hanging." 

Prof. Bemer of Bresfau {AnnaUs tTffygiint, iv. 176), re- 
eoonting the signs of sufibcation, makes the only statement 
that I have been able to discover which implies any relation 
between the biting of the tongue and auffoeation. He 
says, regarding the tongue: "It is sometimes protruded, 
Mmetimes retracted, sometimes it is bitten in suffocation; 
this may be altc^ether unconnected with the mode of death. 
It is bitten or not in all kinds of death, and the fact that it 
is or is not bitten cannot be relied on as a sign of suffoca- 
tion." This opinion, and the absence of any positive proof 
of the connexion here sought to be established, would 
•Mm to be quite sufficient to exclude the fact from the 
affirmative evidence in a trid of this sort, and attach it 
alone to d«atb by uiq)enaio[L The condition most com- 



monly referred to as belonging to asphyxia from violence 
is congestion, not ecchymosis, and Uiis congestion is 
described as having ils principal seat at the root of the 
ton^e, and not at the sidea where this discoloration was 
noticed. 



EXPERIMENTS WITH EEROSOLENE, 

AND CASES OF ITS SUCCESSFUL EMPLOTMEKT. 
Br ASA HOUR. M.D., 

or T>iriDwa,^t>W:i. 

Haviho observed in the Medicai. Tiubs, vol lii., p. 61, a 
notice of the new antcsthetic, kerosolene, I sent to Mr. 3. 
Downer, 76 Water street, Boston, for a sample for trial, and 
obtained on the 2Sth of August last, for the cost only of 
bottle and packing, one gallon of kerosolene, with the 
request that I should make a careful observation of its 
effects and report the results. Accordingly, the following 
notes and remarks are submitted for publication. 

ExPERiHKNT I. — Was upon myself, one hour after break- 
fast, by applying two drachms of kerosolene to a large nap- 
kin, and inhaling it slowly and persistently until the cloth 
could no longer be retained to the mouth. The effects pro- 
duced were nearly similar to those I bad often experienced 
from chloroform, but with a greater feeling of buoyancy 
and less thrilling noise in the head, leaving no nausea nor 
giddiness. Half an hour after I repeated the inhalation, 
breathing the vapor vigorously for thirty seconds, and then 
ceased before any effect was perceptible. Immediately the 
effect began, and continued to increase during fifty seconds, 
when it gradually declined and in two minutes more was 
entirely gone, leaving a sensation or taste in the fauces and 
about the molars like that from the contact of two metakin 
the mouth, which wholly subsided in a quarter of an hour. 

EipEBiuEivT II, — Was with my son, nineteen years old, 
in good health, with the pulse at eighty per minute, who 
hela the napkin in his own hands, with instructions to 
inhale vigorously until he could no longer retain the hands 
to ihe mouth. In twenty-five seconds he announced the 
beginning of aneesthesia. In one minute and a half 
from the first, the napkin fell, foUowed by a few bursts of 
laughter, then by full anesthesia, which lasted one minute. 
In six minutes more he was fully recovered, and walked 
deliberately out of the room. The pulse durinr forty-five 
seconds remained at eighfy, then increased during two 
and a half minutes, reaching one hundred, and during the 
next minute subsided to eighty, and at the end of the sitting 
to seventy. In other respects it was not altered from the 
natural standard. He observed a taste similar (o the smell 
of gas works, and experienced a slight smarting of the 

ExPERiuurr III. — Was with a healthy, stout-built man, 
aged twenty-two, to whom the vapor was administered 
very gradually, to the extent of semi-consciousness, with 
no unpleasant effects. The Influence of the kerosolene 
passed wholly off in a few minutes with no marked pecn- 

EiPERiwEST IV, — Was made just after supper upon ray 
wife, aged thirty-seven, in feeble health from pulmonary 
disease. She inhaled from a napkin, in the same manner 
as she had often employed chloroform for pleuritic and colic 
pains, and came under ils full influence quite as promptly 
and agreeably as from her accustomed ancesthetic She 
objected at firat to the trial, fearing so soon after a meal 
vomiting would be induced if it acted hke chloroform. In 
ten minutes after waking all effects were gone, leaving the 
stomach undisturbed ana the head quite free from the usual 
unpleasantness following chloroform. 

At the same time I repeated the experiment upon myself, 
in the same manner and with like results as before. Having 
thus far perceived nothing to deter me from the further 
trial of kerosolene, I ventured cautiously upon its use with 
some of my patient*. 
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Case L — August 29Ih, administered keroaolene to a stout, 
middle-aged Iriah womaa, seven months pregnant, for the 
eattraction of two teeth. Seven ihinuleB were occupied in 
procuring the requisite degree of ia^eusiblllty, when the 
teeth were removed, with no resistance, and without her 
knowledge. She awoke one rainule after wilh no unpleas- 
ant consequences. When asleep, the left eye for a moment 
was perfeotl; closed, while the right stood widelj open, 
and the hands and feet were at tlie same time sliglitly con- 
rulsed. Breathing and pulse regular all the lime. Face 
slighllj pallid during the operation. In twenty-five minutes 
from the firat inhtdation, she walked from we office quite 
recovered from all eBects of the vapor. 

Case IL— Mra. W., aged thirty-three, healthj, about to 
miscarry at the third month, had morbid tenderness of the 
nteros, causing exquisite suffering at each regular contrac- 
tion, and also great pain on toudiing the cervix wiih the 
finger. The membranes having previously ruptured and a 
senoua biemorrhago existing, artificial dilatation of the " 
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SCed toliBsten expulsion, to which she refused Co 
loot aMesthesia. Kerosotene was then slowly 



administered to the extent of maintaining 
ness for two hours, the contractions going on regularly and 
efficiently with the most pleasant and iavori^le eOect 
Prior to the inhalaUon she was restless and greatly alumed, 
but after a few inspirations of the anresthetic ahe became 
calm, and remained tranquil until delivery was accomplished, 
involving the forcible separatiou of the placenta. In half 
an hour she was wholly recovered ftom the anesthetic, and 
expressed a decided preference for kerosolene over eAa-j 
which bad been given during a regular labor three years 
before, which wat u^ed in lar^ amount, attended with 
great mental aod muscular excitement. She made a rapid 
and complete recovery. 

Cast III. — Ur% R., aged twenty-one, in good general 
health, and mirang her first child, four months old, suffered 
severely from three carious wisdom teeth, which she desired 
extracted with the aid of an aneesthetic. She bad often 
taken chloroform, always requiring a large amoutn, for 
severe neuralgic pwns during pregnancy, and also at her 
accouchement, with uniformly good effect, except that 
vomiting was often induced. I decided in uiis case upon 
the use of kerosolene, and employed ona ounce before she 



dosed. Just then the eyes turned obliquely upwards, the 
pupils were largely dilated, and the face suffused, while the 
arms and lej^s were slightly convulsed, exactly resembling 
a common St of fainting. On immediately lowering the 
head by tilting the chair Tar back, tlic fit passed off, leaving 
her thoroughly etherized. One tooth was now extracted, 
when she instantly awoke. The kerosolene at hand being 
gone, chloroform was substituted, when Bhe immediately 
grew pale and vomited. The other two teeth were now 
easily removed without her knowledge. 

During the whole time of administering the kerosolene 
the florid tint of the face continued, and the pulse beat 
regularly and full The breathing was partially suspended 
during tlie apparent syncope^ No unpleasant symptoms 
followed the operation. 

Case IV.— October 1st, Mrs. K., aged thirty-four, healthy, 
in labor with her sixth child, used KeroBolene during one 
hour and a half, to the extent of maintaining partial anies- 
theaia; and, during the last stage of labor, occupying half 
an hour more, to the fullest pracUcable degree. It acted 
Idndlr, promptly, and in about the same quantity aa is 
usually required of chloroform, without the least unpleasant 
symptom eitherduringlaboror afterwards. I administered 
chloroform ti> this lady four years ago, when deUvered of 
twins, with hke ^ood results. 

From prudential considerations I- now dedded upon 
another metliod of testing fijrther the action of kerosolene, 
employing it in union with chloroform with aB my cases 
requirmg an ansathetic ; beginning with one part of the 
former to five of liie latter, and increasing the kerosolene 



slightly with each succeaave case, until the proportion of 
haJf and half by measure was reached. In this manner tho 
mixture has been given in Eve obstetrical and fifteen minor 
surgical cases; to three of the former and seven of the 
hitter in the last named proportions, and in all with oni- 
formty happy and satisfactory results. 

The use of this compound appears to be attended witli 
lens disturbance of the stomach, fuller circulation in the 
c^illaries, and less irritation of the air passages dnring 
inhalation than chloroform; otherwise, ila action is pre- 
cisely as if no kerosoletu were added. The amount by 
measure to produce a given effect is but sli^lly greater 
than would be required of chloroform. An obvions adTan> 
tage in favor of keroselene is its exceeding cheanness; 
being affordedjt is said, at seventy-five cents per gallon. 

I propose for the present to continue the use or the half 
and half mixture, hoping ere long to profit by the expe- 
rience of others who may be inclined to report these expe- 
riments and ext«nd their observations lurtner than I have 



BENEFICIAL RESULTS 

MECHANICAL APPLIANCES IN POTTS DIS- 
EASE OF THE SPINE 

ILtUSTRATID WnB OASIS. 

Br JACOB A. WOOD, M.D^ 
or imr toul 
III the N. T! Journal of JUeiltetnc, a short time previous to 
its change in form, a series of reports of cases of Polt'a 
disease of the spine were commenced, the object of which 
was to show conduMvely, that a cure in that disease did 
not necessarily consist of curvature, as was usually main- 
tained ; also, that the further progress of the curvature 
might generally be arrested from the time treatment com- 
menced, and, in recent cases, a cure effected, with the cur- 
vature nearly or quite removed bj appropriate mechanical 
appliances and the internal use of medicinal agents to the 
entire exduwon of setons, issues, or any other counter-irri- 
tant, or even the recumbent position. 

In every case reported, with the exception of two, the 
treatment was entirely successful, not only in restoring tho 
patient to a strong and healthy condition, but in the com- 
plete removal of the curvature, although in each case the 
deformity was strongly marked. Of lie two exceptions, 
one of the patients was restored to good health without 
the curvature being entirely, though very nearly, removed. 
The otherwBS one of long standing, and was recorded sim- 
ply to illustrate the advantages of appropriate and well 
a^sted mechanical support in those eases where the degree 
of consolidation would seem to preclude all hope of benefit 
being received. The result in this instance was very re- 
markable, not only as to the improvement of the health 
and strength of the patient, but in his general form and 
figure. Several of the eases that were succesafijlly treated 
were utterly unable to stand upon the feet when tne treat- 
ment commenced, and one, a female, was incapable of being 
turned in bed without spasms; her emaciation was ex- 
treme, greater than I ever before witnessed from any enuae, 
and no language could have been more expressive than that 
uttered by the attending physician, on the occasion of my 
visit to the patient, that, " in adapting appliances to thta 
patient is like fitting stays to a yun focfc." 

There also appeared in thesame joumal, an outline draw- 
ing of the apparatus used in the treatment of those case^ 
involving a new prindple in its application and modus ope- 
randL As I now propose, from time to time, to give addi- 
tional cases to prove the efficacy of the trr^tment alluded 
to, and as I have reason to iear that very many rX the 
readers of the Midioal Tius may not be acquainted with 
the ^>pBntuB referred to, I b«TS thou^ best, at tha liak 
in izecoy^OOQle- 



ASNlMB KcdlMl H 



WOOD ON DISEASE OF THE SPINE. 



It eztecds from a point neu the top of the shoulders to 
the promontory of the Mcruro, snd from the pubes ne&rlj 
or quite to tbo top of the sternum, sad embraces the en- 
tire form within those limits. It hoea in the centre of the 
bftck, for the purpose of opening to allow the more promi- 
nent spinous processes of a large curvature to pass through 
and leave their extreme poiola free from pressure, and 
briog the force of the springs to bear direct!/ upon either 
side at their base. The apparatus is brought together and 
secured in front b; appropnate fastenings (as seen in the 
figure) convenient for Its application and removal, and at a 
snort oistaace from the centre on either side are parallel 
lacings, extending from above downwards, the entire length 
of the apparatus. Shoulder braces are attached by Ucmg 
upon the back of the apparatus, and are brought over the 
shoulders and fasten under the arm. The springs, which 
give efBciencj to the apparatus, are arranged and cooGned 
within the material of which the apparatus is made, and 
are of variable stiffness to meet the necessities of the case. 
The form of the apparatus also varies, as all cases that come 
under treatment are not alike. It curves regularly over 
aod under the bowels which are usually, in these cases, both 
prominent and pendent, a condition that of itaelf serves 
greatly to oggravalo the difficulty we wish to remedy, and 
mcrease ita torce. As the application Is made general over 
the whole body, every port receives its due support and 
wds the pressure made more directly to the affected parL 

Ailer the apparatus has been properly adjusted and all 
the points duly considered, the front lacings are then to be 
tightened, by which any required amount of pressure may 
be produced; but the jedingt of thepofient are alwayt to 
be consulted in the regulation of it, as it is never oeceesary 
to have it so great as to reader him even uncomfortable. 
The effect of the apparatus is to elevate and support the 
abdominal viscera, and retain thero in tlieir normal position ; 
this relieves the spinal column of a heavy weight, dragging 
from its superior portion, aod not only so, but receives 
great support from this source. 

The crutch, represented in the cut, when required, is 
attached to the apparatus by the lower end resting in a 
pocket just large enough to receive it, and the narrow band 
across the upper part of it to hold it in place. The upper 
part of the cruloh is so arranged, that it will rotate and 
accommodate itself somewhat to the movements of the 
IMtient, and supports the weight of the shouldera without 
testing directly upon the hips. 

Saving given, as I presume, a suffident introduction to 
die caeee, 1 at once commence their narration. 



Casi I.— Son of Mr. G., City of New York, k/L mx years 
and two months, of light complexion, scrofulous diat&esis, 
and full development, came under treatment for Pott's dis- 
ease of tlie spme, Feb. 20, 1860. From the mother the 
following history of the case was obtained i — In April, 
1859, the child was attacked with nhooping-coufrh of un- 
uBusJ severity, which continued several weeks. In June, 
the cough still continuing, the patient was seised suddenly 
with pain in the back, and for several days was unable to 
rise from the recumbent position without assistance. 
Shortly after, an attack of dysentery supervened which 
continued three or four weeks, reducing the child to a 
degree that rendered its recovery doubtfiiL 

In SepL, after apparently recovering his usual health and 
strength, an injury was produced by a slight fall. The 
pain in the back continued and became quite severe at timeSi 
more particularly in the night. In OcL, a slight projection 
was discovered m the lower part of the spine. In Dec., the 
projection had greatly increased, the pain was more con- 
stant and severe ; one limb was considerably contracted and 
drawn up, and locomotion much embarrassed. Since that 
time the child's condition bad been growing worse. Upon 





examining the cose there was obeerved a hold posterior 
curvature, as represented in Fig. 1 and quite acute in ita 
form, having for its centre the third lumbar vertebra. Loco- 
motion was performed with difficulty, and while standing 
or sitting the patient was constantly indined to rest upon 
his hant^ for support, and for relief from pain and suffering. 

The treatment consisted in mechanical pressure upon the 
afiected part, and gener^ support applied to the body (flexi- 
ble in its character), to render the support. to the spinal 
column as eCBcient as possible ; together with the use of 
some of the more ordinary tonics usually given in such 
cases. The mechanical appliances were often readjusted, and 
such alterations in their construction were effected, from 
time to time, as the changes in the sii« and form of the 
curvature ami figure of the patient rendered necessary. 

Upon the application of the apparatus, the patient was 
relieved of hia suffering and enabled to walk about com- 
fortably. The patient was soon allowed to exercise freely 
in the open air, being restricted only lo two hours' rest dur- 
ing the aay to avoid too much fatigur. 

The patient is now strong, robust, and healthy, with the 
curvature reduced as seen m Fig. 2. It is worthy of note 
that, as in the present^ very many cases of Potts disease 
of the spine are developed under the infiuencc of whoop- 
ing-cougb, measles, or scarlatina. 

The outiine of tois oise was taken five or six months 
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uoce, at which time the curvature wu stiU gradually 
diminishing. 

H. T. 11 Gooni Inrrnm, Ju., IBtt. 
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PROFB. PARSER AND UAREOK S fiUKQICAL CLINIC. 

I. KICROSia OF raMHR operation. II. OVAOIiN TUMOB, 

[K«porttid br A. K. If. FcuT, M.D.) 
L — Neenmt of Femur— OperoHim. — The patient, set. 3 
jreara, wu quite a large, rosy-cheeked child, of healthy 
parent^, whCL about eight monlha preriouslj, was attacked 
wllh violent febrile ^mptoms, accompanying which waa 
a large painful swelling above the knee, on its iatemal 
aspect. Thia swelling increased, and a physician was con- 
sulted, who, believing il an acute abscess, lanced iL A 
sUght discharge of pus and blood followed, which conti- 
nued more or less until tJie patient was preseiltei) to the 
clinic. The ordinary objective symptoms of necrosis were 
then present: enlargement of the limb and hardness, 
owing to the presence of invotueruoi, a dusky livid appear- 
uice to the skin, and a pouting- fistulous oriGce, discharging 
a fcetid sanguineous fluid. ' The fistula was situated a short 
distance above the knee-joint, but did not communicate 
with it Contrary to the general rule, the necrosis was 
ConSned for the most part to the cancellous structure. The 
patient was etherized, and an indsion made through the 
Boft tissues to the bone, in a direction upwards, in order to 
Kvoid the joint This being done^ it was then found unne- 
ceuary to use the gouge or trephine, as the necrosed por- 
tion could be removed through tne opening made by 
natuie. Dr. Markoe, in dismissing the case, spoke of the 
necessity of a careful use of the instruments, otherwise the 
soft granulations covering healthy bone would be scraped 
ofl^ exposing a bare, bony surface, which might be mistaken 
for sequestrum ; also that great care should he taken to 
extract all the (Useased or necrosed portions, because if any 
should be left, there was danger of having the trouble re- 
newed. The edgea of the wound might 1>e brought toge- 
ther by adhesive straps, or interrupted sutures, if necessary, 
Bod dressed simply with liut and cold water. By this ope- 
ration thus promptly performed, he thought that the 
patient would entirely recover ; whereas, if the inflamma- 
tion bad been allowed to continue, it would, in all proba- 
bility, have implicated the knee-joint, through tha fibrous 
tissues surrounding it, and anchylosis would have been the 
result 

II. Ovarian Himor. — The patient, Bt 36, a strong and 
apparently healthy married woman, with no children, 
noticed some five or ux years ago, in tJie right hypochon- 
driac region, a tumor about the siae of a hen's egg. She 
suffered little or no pain, but bad occasional abdominal 
cramps, and the stomach was somewhat irritable. She 
had never been subject to dysmenorrhcea, but, during the 
last three years, she had menstruated too D'eely. The gympi- 
toms here, as in moat instances, were very obscure. The 
tumor at the time she presented herself^ tliough large, waa 
moatiy confined to the side on which it was first aisco- 
vered; her mensea had become more regular, her stomach 
le«s initable, and her healA generally improved. 

Dr. Markoe remarked tliat ovarian tumors were cystic or 
solid in character, and very commonly a combination of 
both. It was exceedingly rare that a completely solid 
tomor waa developed in the ovaries, it more generally 
occurred in the uterine walls; thus illustrating the patho- 
logical history of tumors, which is, that they alwa^ par- 
take of the nature of the parts whence they arise. Con- 
siderable difficulty, continued he, is usually found in the 
diagnosis of ovarian from uterine tumors ; but there is rea- 
son for suspecting this to belong to the former class, occur- 
ring BB it dose on one sid^ while tumora of th« uteraa 



usually occur in the median line. Ascites is another con- 
dition, likely to be confounded with ovarian disease. The 
history of the origin and growth of the tumor will greatiy 
aid ill a proper die^osis. Ascites commences low down, 
and increases upwards, whilst the ovarian tumor occurs on 
one side, higher up. The enlargement is symmetrical in 
ascites, white in ovarian disease one side is more. promi- 
nent than the other. Pcrcuraion over the front of the 
abdomen generally gives a dull sound in ovarian tumor, for 
it scarcely ever bappena that any intestine lies between the 
diseased ovary and the abdominal walls ; whilst, in ascites, 
the intestines are nearer the surface, and percussion gives 
(he characteristic tympanitic sound. If it is ovarian, it 
will be composed of one or more cysts, which, enlarging, 
fill the whole abdomen ; when thia latter condition obtains, 
it is difficult to distinguish it from tumor of the uterus. Is 
it cystic or solid, or a combination of both 7 Usually when 
there is this formation, you can distinguish some of the 
small cysts. Upon physical examination of the patient; 
distinct cysts cannot be felt, but a general feeling of flucta- 
ation is appreciable. When the ovarian tumor is vei^ 
large, of rapid growth, and occupies the median line, il 
may be confounded with another condition, viz. pregnancy. 
The points of distinction are easily made out in cases of 
doubt, by recourse to the auscultatory evidences usually 
found, when there is a fcetus in utero. The most import- 
ant of these are the pulsations of tlie fcetal heart and the 
placental souffle. The first can be heard about the Sllh 
month, in the middle of the abdominal region, and usually 
on the left side. The second can he detected about the 
fourth or fifth month, is synchronous with the mother'a 
pulse, and subject to its variations. Neither of these signs 
can be detected in this case. In studying the diasnosis of 
ovarian disease, care should be taken not to overlook the 
possibility of other abnormal conditions. 

IVwilmoit — Littie can be done to check the course of the 
disease. Iodine is supposed to cause the absorption of these 
tumors, and in its various forms has received considerable 
credit, cspedaily Lugol's solution, carried as br as the sto- 
mach will bear. A very good prescription is the follow- 
ing:— 8. Potass, iodii Jj.-solutliUgol. Jij.; aquffi Sviii. 
M. A tableapoonful thrice daily, one hour thei eating, will 
be good for the patient, giving iron if it ia requireO, also 
astringents, or any other adjuvants that may be necenary. 
The tumor may enluge alowly, or it may never give any 
more trouble. Ovariotomy was recommended. 

pETROLiDti. — Prof. George Hadley says: — "The manu- 
facture of Coal OH, closely followed by the discovery and 
opening of immense sources of Petroleum in Western 
Pennsytvania and in other regions, ia introducing a new 
era in the art of illumination. Already a marvellous im- 
provement has been effected in the comfort of many homes. 
Tallow candles no longer make the darkness visible; whale 
oil and sperm are abandoned to the railroads and machin« 
shops ; and even the clear brilliancy of wax, and etearine, 
and spermaceti suffers eclipse. ' Burning fluid,' to popular 
and convenient, is for inferior in economy, safety, and illu- 
minatjng power to its new rival; and wiih tne single 
exception of coeJ gas, these substances seem likel? to sup- 
plan^ in common use, every other material employed for 
purposes of illumination. Not only tbeir brilliancy, but 
the great abundance and consequent cheapness of the new 
burning oils, is fast contributing to this result Thia is par- 
ticular true of Petroleum. The productiveness of the 
'OQ Wells' is truly astonishing. Prom some of them 
Petroleum has continued to Sow spontaneously for many 
months at the rate of several hundred barrels a day. The 
total product of those on Oil Creek alone has been esti- 
mated at not less than ten thousand barrela, or four buu- 
dred thousand gallons a day. And in other localities are 
enormous reservoirs, which are now pouring fbrth their 
treasures, stored up for agesj to give a new nilfilment to 
the ancient fiat, ' Let there be light' " — Bt^ffiJo if«dkaland 
SiaytealJountaL 
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Db. I. K Tatlor could not endorse til the propositions lud 
down in Uie paper of Dr. Barker. He waa inclined to look 
npOD chloroform rather as a stopper than an accelerator of 
1m>ot, and that its use vita only admissible in ca«t« where 
a great amount of nervous excitement was present, in hjs- 
terical diathesis, irritable condition of tlie vagina, uterus, 
etc. Agaio, in consulting sUttistics, he had found (hat the 
|m>por(ion of deslhs from jnstrumentaJ labora waa much 
greater since chloroform had been used tJian fonnerl;. 
When chloroform was necessarj in cases of instnimonlal 
deliveiT or in version, he maintained that much danger to 
the child would be prevented by carrying the anteathetic 
e^ct just short of affecting the voluntary muscles. The 
danger to the child was also to be taken into account. It 
had oeen stated that the odor of the aniesthetic had been 
detected in the breath of the child some time after birth, 
and it was reasonable to suppose that no particular amount 
oT benefit could arise from tlie existence of such a state of 
thingR. As to its use in puerperal convulsions, he did not 
think he would resort to it when thecomplication of ummia 
existed. 

Dr. FmoLL had been in the habit for twelve years past 
of using both chloroform and ether in midwifery practice. 
The former was preferred when a prompt effect was desired, 
and the latter was considered most applicable during tedious 
labor*, Notwithstanding he was wiUin^ and able U> testify 
to the general good effects of ansEthcsio, he was inclined 
to think that in many cases of instrumental delivery, chlo- 
roform had not a little to do in determining a fatal issue. 

Dr. PtABiAR, in reference to the use of chloroform, di- 
vided practitioners into five classes : 1. Those who used 
chloroform exclusively ; 2. Those who made use of chloro- 
form almost exclusively, but ether Bometimes; 8. Those 
who Tcry seldom used chloroform, but ether almost 
always; 4. Those who used ether exclusively; and 6. 
Those who rejected both ether and chloroform. Be con- 
fessed to belong to Che third class, and gave the following 
reasons for his position : 1. Ether was safest ; 2. It was a 
milder agent than chloroform, and accomplished the pur- 
pose equally well ; 3. The general voice of the proftssion, 
as previou^y stated by Dr. Elliot, waa in favor of ether, 
especially in cases of cardiac disease. With reference to 
the point suggested by Dr. Oriscom at a previous meeting, 
as to the degree of aniestheaia to be induced, he stated that 
inasmuch as ether was slower in Its action than chloroform, 
the desired effect could be more easily obtained. Enough 
could be given of the ether to abolish sensation without 
interfering materially with muscular power, more eapccially 
as the moUon-destroying properties of the atwesthetic 
were less than those observed in chloroform. Dr. P. is in 
tile habit of allowing obstetric patients to etherize them- 
selves until such time as he desires to abolish all suffering. 
The very difference in the ascetic effects of the two agents 
would induce him to use chloroform in some instances, just 
M hq would ether in other instances. If he wished to re- 
move spasmodic rigidity in puerperal convulsions, muscu' 
lar contraction, or rigidity of the perineum, chloroform 
would be decidedly preferred, for tbe reason that ether 
would take a longer time and do it leas effectually. In 
looking over the proportions in Dr. Barker's paper, he 
would accept all, except tliat he would substitute the word 
"ether" where chloroform was used, while under the head 
of puerperal convulsions he would say that etlier might be 
employed, but that chloroform was the more valuable of 
tlutwo. 



Dr. Worster maintained that chloroform was not at all 
dangerous when administered under cert^n restrictions. 

He believed (hat anreslhesia affected in regular order, first, 
the nerves of sensation, second, those of volition, and third, 
those of the involuntary system. He had always been in 
the habit of measuring the degree of anaesthesia in obste- 
tric practice by the ability which the patient possessed of 
holding up her handj as long as she could do that, it was 
perfectly safe to continue tiie administration. In re^^ard to 
any preference to ether over chloroform, he would just as 
soon think of selecting a dull knife instead of a sharp one 
when he wished to perform an operation. 

Dr. Watsok had long ago come to the concksion, that 
no essential property claimed for chloroform was not po»- 
sessed by ether, and that tbe latter had the incompai^ble 
advantage of being safer. The arguments brought forward 
by the author in his paper were not to hia mind sufficiently 
strong to justify the cuoclusions arrived at. He used ether 
in obstetric practice, and obtained from it every aniesthetic 
effect which he required for any purposes of operation. 
Before any serious charges had been made against chloro- 
Ibrm, he had occasion to make use of it in an operation for 
amputation of the breast. The patient was a strong healthy 
woman, and the operation was by no means a eerere one, but 
on its completion respiration suddenly ceased. The anes- 
thetic was administered by Br. A. L. Sands, and the utmost 
care was token to guard against any bad result. It was 
onl^ after the most strenuous efforts that the life of the 
patient was saved. Shortly after this Dr. Buck used chlo- 
roform on a patient for the purpose of operating for fistula 
in alio, but hardly had the knife touched the parts, before 
death took place. Since then chloroform has never been 
used in the New York Hospital He referred to two addi- 
tional cases under bis observation, to illustrate the duiger 
attending the administration of chloroform. The first waa 
a woman who had, after an inhalation, suddenly expired. 
The physician who had administered it to her on several 
previous occasions for the disease under which she waa then 
■ufferinc, puerperal mania, walked from her bed to the fire, 
aoid he heard her spe^-and turning to her immediat^y 
after, found her dead. The other case occurred in the wife 
of a medical gentleman, who sent for Dr. Watson in great 
haste. Chloroform was given for confinement, and not- 
withstanding the utmost watchfuhieB^ tbe case came very- 
near resulting fatally. He did not believe but that deatba 
from chloroform had occurred in obstetrics. 

Dr. Barker admitted that three such instances were on 
record, but that tbe a^nt in neither case was adnunistered 
by or under the direction of a medical man. 

Da. Watson thought that if the chloroform was admiiiia- 
tered under the direction of a physician by another person, 
the physician was responsible for the result. Dr. W. next 
proceeded to quote the following case (diner. Jour, of iltd. 
Scitnctt, April, 1854, 692} to Ulustfate the accumulative 
eflect ol' chloroform, a property which be claimed was not 
possessed by ether. 

" Dr. De Wolf, of Chester, Maes., records (Bi^ah Ifedi- 
adjaurnid, Dec., 1853) the following caee: — I was called 
in an adjoining town in consultation with my friends, Dn. 
Freelaud and Smith. The patient was a youne lady of 26 
years, of fall and vigorous health, and in ner saooad 
Bccoudiemont, I found her -dying, but conscious, and 
obtained from her the following history ; — ' Some thirty 
hours before Dr. Freeland was called in, and found her in 
the " preparatory" stage of active labor. For several houre 
there was very little development of the case, and the 
patient became importunate for chloroform, having inhaled 
it during her first parturition. The doctor explained her 
present condition, and advised her that now waa an impro- 

Ctime to use it, and after wailing a few hours, bled her 
n SfUen to twenty ounces. At this period the com 
seemed to have made but Uttle progress, and after an ano- 
dyne of some forty drops of tincttire of opium, she obtained 
some rest. When she awoke, she oomplained of pain in 
the abdomen and loins, and again imptHtuned for obktto- 
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faent. Strong uii) full pnbe, not exceediog 100, tongue 
moist aod clean, uterine action rather tardy, os uteri jicld 
io^ head adranced, pelvis roomy, and no unpleasant synip- 
toni. Under tliese circumstnaccs, the doctor promised her 
■peedy relief, and persuaded her to take a decoction of 
ergot Very soon she insisted on having cfaloroform, and 
aent a mesgonger for Dr. Smith. The doctor came and 
brought, aa requested, a small bottle of chlorororm, con- 
taining, as he believes, not more t}ian Jij. Me put it upon 
a table in sight of the patient, and while listening lo Dr. 
Freeland'a narrative of the facta in the case, the patient in- 
structed a female fiiend to give her the bottle, and refused 
to give it back. She inhaled from tJroe to time, and when 
uAa by both physioiang that by peraisting in the use of it 
■he would peril tlie succeasful termination of her labor, and 
possibly her life, lier reply was : " My pains are quite com- 
fortable." And in this kst condition alie remained about 
twelve hours. Upon a careful eiamination, no material 
change in arterial action or nervoug power waa discovered, 
but very clearly, as they thought, a promisinK change in 
the rigidity of tlie orgtms, and the chloroform oeing gone, 
they felt confident that there would soon be increased ute- 
rine action, and the triumphal finishing up of the case. 
Alas I they were soon to be released, and their patient loo. 
Now it was, that absence of all pain and cold sweat, cold 
extremitjes, oppressed and whiazing respiration, receding 
pulse, and vacant glare, pointed to a sudden and fatal (er- 
mination ; all their friction, hot appliances, and active stimu- 
lus were of no avail. I looked upon the dying woman with 
feelings of deep sorrow, for in her bistory I could see 
nothing aside from the chloroform to bring before me such 
an end, and hence I came to the following conclusions : — 1. 
The time of her suffering would not have done it; 2. The 
amount of her suffering would not have done it; 3. There 
had been ito ragh quockish meddling; i. There was no rup- 
ture of the vagina or uterus ; 5, There was no evidence of 
cerebral congestion from plelhoraorotheTcause; 6. Patient 
perfectly conscious, but insensible to pain ; and 6nally, ber 
death, as it seemed to roe, could be chargeable to noihiog 
but the abolition of vital force from frequent repetition M 
partial anssthesift. 

' I have said she waa perfectly conscious, and here is the 
evidence. She knew they had sent for me, and on mv 
arrird I met the phywcian in an adjoining room, and while 
listening to the facte above written, tbere came in a lady 
and said that the patient desired to see me. In surprise I 
•skedj Bow U thii t The answer was, " she is positively 
conscious, but dying!" As I came into her presence she 
anxiously inquired, "' Oh, Doctor, can you lake my child and 
save me ?" I very soon assured her I could take the child, 
and did so. To tidie the child was then quite easy, but to 
save her life was impossible. The child^ a fine boy, waa 
dead, and in ten minutes the anxioi» mother was a corpse I' " 

The case of puerperal mania referred to was another in- 
stance of this sort, where the woman spoke some time after 
the administration ceased; and then died immediately. 
Other cases were also to be found, illustrating the same 
point : Snow, p. 20i ; Tear BotA of Medidiit ; Ifmo St/dtn- 
Wi Soeulfi, it., p. 462. He also recited two other cases, 
where the patients narrowly escaped deaih from chloroform, 
showing the necessity of the greatest care on the part of 
the administrator. 

The first {Avta; Jour, of Mtd. ScUnea, Oct., 1353, p. 
G29) was reported by M. BotneL Chloroform was admi- 
nistered to a Udy, 30 years old, for the purpose of applying 
the forceps. The huidkerthief, containing about 3ij. of 
the agent, was held a short distance from the nose, the 
patient becoming speedily oniesthetiEed without any pre- 
vious Bxdcemenu The handkerchief was then removed, 
but the operation promising to be a long one, M. Botnet 
directed the husband, who was acting as hia assistant, to 
continue the administration. This he did, and forgetting 
everything in his anxiety, left the handkerchief over her 
fiwe. When, however, the child was being withdrawn, it 
waa disoovered that the mother was pubelees^ and that all 



the characteristics of death had made their appearance. 

For five minntes fresh air, cold water, slapping, and am- 
monia, were used lo no purpose ; and it was onfy after tlie 
most persistent efforts at insufQation, that a fatal result was 
prevented. 

The second case was reported in (he Lancet, by Dr. Mc- 
Clintock {Amer. Jmir. of Med. Sdencai, 1855, p. G3I). 
Chloroform was administered by an experienced assistant 
to a woman in labor on account of rigidity of the os, gene- 
ral irritability, etc. 8he was kept under its moderate in- 
fluence for an hour, but not experiencing any relief, the 
quantity of chloroform was increased to Jj. After three 
or four deep iuppirations, a change came over her counte- 
nance, ibe eyeballs turned up, the pulse left the wrist, re- 
spiration was suspended a space, of time that would have 
occupied abqut three or four inspirations, and some froth 
collected at the angles of the mouth. The sponge was 
immediatelj" removed, the free circulation of air induced, 
cold aspersions of water resorted to, stimulation, etc, when 
she was finally considered out of danger. 

Dr. W. had not taken any special pains to hunt Dp 
authorities, else he was confident he might have foundmore 
cases to prove his point 

(TV bt amUnvtd.) 
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THE ETHER PATENT. 
Wi noticed the fact last week that Dr. Uortoh had com- 
menced prosecutions for the infringement of his ether 
patent, that the first institution summoned to answer the 
charge was the New York Eye Infirmary, and that the case 
was arrested for the present term by the Judge, on the 
ground of doubts as to the validity of the patent It may 
not be out of place at this time, to review briefly the lead- 
ing facts in the history of this case. 

Priority of discovery of anfestliesia by the vapor of sul- 
phuric ether, has been a sharply disputed question between 
the friends of the laie Dr. Horace Wehb, of Hartford, Ct, 
and Dr. Morton. We shall be content, however, to let 
this question rest where the majority of medical men have 
placed it, viz. that Dr. Mortos is entitled to the credit of 
having reduced anaesthesia to actual practice. The first use 
of ether as an antcsthetic in surgical operations, was made 
in the Mass. General HospiUl, Oct. 16, 1846, Dr. John C, 
Wahren being the operator. Application was at once made 
to secure a patent covering this discovery, and in shout a 
month from the above date letters patent were issued. Dr. 
Morton was not at that time a medical graduate, but sub- 
sequently obtained the degree of M.D. from the Wash- 
ington University, Md. The patent was issued in the 
names of Dr. C. T. Jacesdn and Dr. Mortok, but the 
former subsequently assigned his claim to the latter. 

The profession of course condemned the patent, but they 
were assured that there would not be the slightest restric- 
tions put upon the use of ether. It is stated that Dr. M. 
"requested Dr. Warren to give him as perfect a list as 
possible of all thebospitals and charitable institutions in the 
country, that be might present them with the use of this 
new blessng to their suffering patients. This praiseworthy 
request waa granted, and soon every eleemosynary inatitu- 
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tion in the country, where eai^cal operatJons were per- 
formed, every charitable bosipital, and many eminent Bur- 
geons, were offered free licence to use the discovery." 

In putting the moat charlta'ble construction upon the 
patent, it is diCTicuIt to overlook the fact that the right of 
using it was undersold, that a second was obtained in Eng- 
land, and that efforls were made to oblain others in 
Continentikl countries. It would not be doing violence to 
human nature to suppose that the patent was obtained for 
the purposes of gain, and this impreasioo is strengtliened by 
certain incidental circumstaucea, but we prefer to believe 
that the alleged reasouE for securing it are those whi<;h 
alone actuated Dr. Morton. These are, " I. He wished to 
make Euch modifications a^ eTpericocc miglrt suggest, as 
regards the method of exhibition; 2. Ha wished to instruct 
a suitable number of competent persons, who, when wauted, 
could go to any part of the country and administer it them- 
sdves until its merits were fully established; 3. He wished 
to prevent its being, at its infancy, brought into disrepute 
or doubt, by ever being used at llie hands of injudicious, or 
unskilled persons."*' It has also been alleged by Dr. Mor- 
TDH, that he " procured the patent to enable him to induce 
the Government (o reimburse him for his eipenditores in 
making and establishing the importance of Uie discorery to 
the world." 

CeriaJnly, no effort was made to enforce the patent ; ether 
soon came into general u«e, without fee .or reward to Da. 
HoRTON. Looking towards compensation for bis discovery, 
Db. Morton soon after, Dec. 28th, 1846, made application 
to Congress for an appropriation of $100,000 as a "national 
recompense." His application was favorably received, but 
the claims of Dhs. Jackson and W^l'ls, b^ the discoverera 
of ether, were also pressed, and the season passed without 
any definite result being reached. A second application was 
made in 1849, which met with a similar fate. In 1851, 4 
third application was mora favorably received than either 
of the former, and commanded, the hearty support of the 
leading members of both houses, but this measure likewise 
failed. In 1853, Dr. Morton made his final attempt to 
obtain a reward frOm Government, hut so determined was 
a factious opposition that the bill agun iailed. It was now 
contended by the opposition, that Dr. Uortok's true remedy 
was In the prosecution of the Oovemment, for ilie infringe- 
ment of his patent in the use of ether in the Army and 
Kavy ; such suit being sustained, Oovemment would be 
compelled to make proper payment. Efforts were now 
made to induce the Seorelariea of War and the Navy to pur- 
chase the patent, or to forbid the furtlicr use of an^esthetica 
in their re^)eclive departments. But tliese efforts also 
failed, and Dr. Morton quitted' Washington in despair. He 
returned home enfeebled in health and burdened witli debt 
He was strongly urged by legal counsel to bring a suit against 
Oovemment for infringement of bis patent, and thus secure 
himself against impending ruin. A suit was accordingly 
commenced against the Phy»ciao of the U. S. Marine 
Hospital, Chelsea. 

Meantime, in the spring of 1857, at the suggestion of 
Mr. Amos A. Lawrbnci, a wealthy citizen of Boston, who 
had always been cognizant of Db. Mortvh's labors, a plan 
was matured, in connexion with the medical profession and 
infiuential cibicns of that city, for raising by private sub- 
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BcriptJon throughout the United States, $100,000, as a na- 
tional testimoniaL An appeal was issued to the Patrons of 
Science and the Friends of Humanity, setting forth the 
claims of Dr. Morton, and urging the importance of testi- 
fying, by pecuniary donations, their obligation to the disco- 
verer of "Practical Anesthesia." It was numerously 
signed by the physicians and cilixens of Boston, and was 
responded to by libera] donations. Mr. LAWRSitCB sub- 
scribed $1000 ; the Mass. Qen. Hosp., $1000; the Mass, 
Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary $500, etc., etc. Dr. 
Morton subsequently visited New York, and the scheme of 
a " national li^dmonial" was heartily endorsed by the medl* 
cal profession of the city. Large rooetinga were held at 
which the claims of Dr. Morton were freely discussed and 
almost universally conceded. The movement became still 
more popular when^it was alleged on behalf of Dr. Mor- 
ton, tliat the odious patent was given up and would noTet 
again be brought forward. The Governors of the Alms- 
House voted $1500 to the fiind;tlio New York Hospital 
$500; and private citizens gave most liberally. Dr. Mor- 
ton proceeded to Philadelphia in pursuit of tlie object of 
raising this fuud. What has been his success we are not 
advised, having heard nothing further from this appeal since 
his visit to New York, n6w near)y four yeara ago. The 
only intimation of Dn. Morton's movements since that 
date, is the announcement of the prosecution of the N. Y. 
Eye and Ear Infirmary for infringement of his patent 

We have thus given a brief outline of the ether contro- 
versy, which, in all its details, fills volumes. Practically we 
may reduce this question to these points ; — 1. To whom is 
the world indebted for "practical anesthesia?" 2. How 
should the "Public Benefactor" be remunerated? Wa 
should settle the first question (not definitively), by yielding 
to the deliberate judgment of our Boston brethren ; and 
the second, by affirming that Government should liberallj 
reward the discoverer. Against patents in medicine and 
surgery, the profesuon have always protested as illiberal, 
unjust, and unworthy the sttention of members of a liberal, 
humane, and scientific profession. They have never been 
satisfied with the apologies of Dr. Morton for obtaining a 
patent in this case, but plausible assurances have tended to 
allay their prejudices. They wilt now learn with profound 
regret, the attempt of Dr. Morton to enforce this patent 
and obtMn damages against public institutions for its in- 
fringements Whatever may be his claims upon society at 
large for pecuniary reward, he certainly has no claim in 
equity upon the medical profession, or the pubUc charities 
of the country. We hope that at the next trial the im- 
presvons of Jnnai Sbipwan, that liie patent is not valid, 
will beconfirmed, and the profesaon and charitable institu- 
tions relieved from prosccntiooB which will otherwise await 
them. 
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Wi have called atlenUoii to the position of the army sur- 
geons on the battle-field, and urged the importance of com- 
ing to some underetanding with the enemy in regard to 
their rights. Hitherto diere has been an indiscriminate 
arrest of surgeons while performing their sacred offices as 
non-combatants, thereby infiicting great suffering upon the 
wounded. We are glad to notice that Gen. Buxl h« given 
orders, that hereafter the surgeons of the enemy shall not 
be disturbed on the fi^. We hope that order will be 
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generally adopted b; out officers. In a recent lecture on 
the UMget of war, Pnor. Lubeb holdi the fullowiDg Uq- 
gaage Id regard to the obligations of belligerents to the 
surgeon; — 

" ^nt. — They should not be Bred upon by single aim ; 
tbey are ministering angels bringing comfort to the wounded, 
and should not be shot any more than a Chaplain, and who 
would Qre upon a Ch^laia 7 

" Second. — If taken, prisoneni, iLey should bo let fre«, 
unlew special reasons prevent it. 

'■ rAiW.T-Ttoey mM! retain them if they lack |)hyBiciBnt>, 
provided the enemy hilly trusts Ihem. In one of the most 
sanguinary baUJes of modem times, the enemy drove the 
French lili they Cflached.lhe tables erected for the une of 
the BurgeonB, where they were then at work, yet no one 
thought of touching thfm — a very striking illustration of 
things in liieff ajwa^s should be." 

The BnUth, Medical Journal professes great surprise that 
the American medical journals contain no opinions in refcr- 
en,ce,h>,llie war now going on in the " Disunited States," 
and concludes, therefore, that the war mbst be a matter of 
complete iodiCTerence to the medical profession, except so 
far as they may be professiorally engaged in it. We have, 
on our psrt, examined the British' medicul journals in vain 
to find an opinion in reference to the ''Trent &SJ(lr.'' Does 
the medical profession of England take no interest in 'a 
prospective wor witli the " Disunited States ?" ' We should 
be surprised, if not pained, to And tlie columns of tlio 
BritiA Med. Jour. 611ed with political discussions. 

In commenting upon out remarks on the status of Ameri- 
can Phyncians abroad, the Brilith Medical Journal dis- 
claims on the part of the profeMion of England any distrust 
<^ their American brethren-. We are glad to receive sudi 
■sanrancee of good-will and profefsionBl consideration from 
a journal which directly represents the sentiments of the 
great body of the English profession. That this fraternal 
feeling is reciprocated on this side of the Atlantic, every 
page of our periodical hterature bears ample evidence. 
Still we cannot lose sight of the fact, that a most respect- 
able public journal has deemed it necessary, on publisliing 
a CDse by an American physician, to state, " We take this 
Opportunity to deprecate the habit of discrediting lacts 
coming from the dlher aide of the Atlantic, and authenti- 
cated with such names as Hamilton, Flint," etc. That this 
paragraph was written to meet a current prejudice we have 
nodonbt,andwecanBcarcely believe that the Dublin EdiloT 
wished metely to rebuke "a joke at a manifest Colonel 
Crockett' tale." An American journalist, having a consci- 
entious regard for the position of the medical profession 
abroad, cannot justly be charged with '' over-sensitivenesa," 
much less with " absurd captiousnest," who notices such 
IS that above quoted. 



At Liverpool Aasizc 



n was brought against Mr. 



I patient, while under the influence of chloToforro. 
Alter a lengtii; investigation, the jury found the dentist 
gaihy of the seduction ; but were satisfied that it did not 
take place under the influence of chlcrofonn. Mr. Lonn, 
surgeon of the Manchester Hospital, very propeHy re- 
marked, that he never administered chloroform when alone 
with a patient.— firitiiA Med. Jour. 

Nurses fob CakjLoa. — We understand that a body of 
truned nurses, on Miss Nightineale'splan, are to proceed 
at once from the Herbert Qoapitu to Halifiui. — Lancet 



l^tbirtus. 



TnBRAPEUTics AKD Uatebia MEnicA. A Systematic Tre»- 

lise on the Action and Uses of Medicinal Agents, indud- 
inglheir Dpsorijilion and History. By ALrREO SnuJ^ 
MTD., etc. Philadelphia : Blanchard and Lea. 1860. 
Dti. Stillb has for several years been favorably known to 
the prore.°sion as an author, and his reputation is sustained 
by llie voluminous work before us. There is in this coun- 
try, as well SB in Europe, a certain amount of nseleaa 
medieval auilioisliip. This is to be expected, when we con- 
sider the wonderlul activity displayed in our science during 
the past few ^ears. Emulation of the schools, and desire 
of personal distinetiun, have no leiia e^ect to create authors, 
than has the more worthy ambition to benefit the profes- 
sion. Hence, every year liiero are publications of our 
medical press which Jo not contain anything new, and do 
not present known facts in any better form than we find in 
the pages of previous writers. Dr. Still^'s work is not to 
be placed in ^is categoiy, for it diScrs essentially in its 
plan from most former treatises on iherspeutica and materia 
medics. He gives a succinct account of the mode of pre- 
paring medicines, and of their sensible pijoperties; but the 
chief meHt of the work consists in. the numerous citatdona 
from various observers, to determine the exact ther^ientio 
action of remedies. For example, over, twenty pages are 
devoted to 'the effeots of tobacco on the economy, sa 
noticed by different physicians and experimenters, while 
only two pages are given to the description and history of 
the placL So of ergot : the account of this morbid growth, 
its preparation, and tlw history of its use, fill bat three 
pa^es, while the abridged testimony of numerous witneseea 
of lis eflects on man and animals occupies twenty pages. 

It, unfortunately, is true, that physicians are apt to form 
their opinions of the action of remedies from too small a 
number <^ obaervatioils, or wilhont proper discrimination 
of the exact pathological slato, kud to publish their views 
prematurely, so that a medicine is not unfrequently vaunted 
OS of great service, when on further trial it is found entirely 
inadequate to cheok, or even ameliorate the morbid pro- 
cess. Medical jouttials cont^n many such ill-advised pub- 
lications, and it requires a discriminating mind to select 
what is trustworthy and valuable. We believe the auUior 
has in (he main shown a just discrimination, and has gene- 
ndly pointed out the error, where too much was claimed 
for a remedy. 

It will be seen that this work is designed for the pb^- 
^cian, rather than for the drugeist or pharmaceutist. It is 
■n octavo, of nearly eighteen hundred pages, of excellent 
typographical execution. The author classifies remedial 
agents according to their effects on tlie economy, and he 
prefaces the description of the individual agents in each 
class by] remarks, for the most part timely and judicious, on' 
the subject matter of that class. He devotes httle space to 
theorizmg, which is more apt to be injurious than beneficial 
in scienlinc writings. He leaves it to the reader to draw 
deductions, or to theorize, it being his aim rimply to 
embody in the work the accumulated experience of the 
profession. 
The author has enhanced the value of his work for phy- 



a^nta, if intelligently employed, are no less effectual than 
medicines in arresting disease. 

While we speak in terms ofjtratae of these volumes, it is 
our dnty, as reviewers, to mention their defects, which are 
chiefly those of omission, and such as may easily be reme- 
died in another edition. Dr. Stills makes no mention of 
many new remedies, some of which we in New York use 
extensively, and consider of great value. No mention 
whatever of the liquor fori pereulphatit in a work on 
materia medica, will be considered an important omissioii 
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bj thoae who h*ve witnessed its hsmcetatic power. Thia 
ageot has been known nesrlj too y^ftra, though not mucb 
used in this country till within three or four. Agaio, we 
look in Ttun in these pages for any mention of the liquor 
opii compoaitus, sodoe chloras, and untiienL zinci benioat., 
which are considered valuable preparations in this city. 

These omissions ore probably due to the fact that new 
remedies such as we have mentioned are used more exten- 
sively in New York than in Philadelphia, since our know- 
ledge of them is due mainly to the presence, in our vicinily, 
of that able chemist and pharmaceutist, Dr, Squibb. Tlie 
confidence reposed in him by physicians in this community 
is very great, and his preparations, not only of new but of 
old remedies, are considered the purest and most reliable of 
»ny in our slions. A writer on materia niedica should hare 
« better knowledge of Dr. Squibb's labors than the aulhor 
Appears to have. 

In another respect we think this work might be made 
mucb more profltablc, namely, in a more extended descrip- 
tion of the adulterations and impurities of medicines. 
Much of the disappointment and disasreement of phy- 
sicians, in reference to the action of raedicinea, arises from 
the use of impure or inferior articles, and a systematic 
treatise on materia medica should not only point out these 
but should indicate as far as potsible the laboratories Irom 
which the best preparations come. The single article of 
chtoriiform will explain our meaning. Now it is known 
that Dr. Squibb, who does not manufitcture chloroform, but 
purifies it, has sometimes found as large a proporUon of 
impurities ta twelve per cent, in specimens coming from 
reputable laboratories. These impurities are chiefly hydro- 
carbons, and the injurious eflect of them, when inhaled, is 
BpparenL 

It is A laborious t«ak to write a work like the one we are 
noticing, for it requires not only an intimate knowledge 
of other treatises but also extensive readins of medical 
periodicals. Every page shows that the author has fully 
^^reciated the character of his undertaking, and with 
proper care in preparing knd enlarging fiiture editions, thia 
work will remain a Taluable addition to medical literature. 
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The Society met in Albany pursuant to statute, at 11 xu., 
on Tuesday, Feb. 4, 1862, for its Fifty-fifth Annual Session. 
The President, Db. E. H. Pabker of Poughkeepsie, in 
assuming the duties of the chair, made a few brief remarks. 
After alluding ia an appropriate manner to the deatJi of his 
immediate predecessor m office, he called attention to the 
unusual promiuence which military surgery had attained 
since the previous meeting of thesociety, ana urged upon all 
present to cultivate a knowledge of that particular branch, 
in order to be prepared, if required, to give their services to 
their country. He also mentioned the fact, that the State 
of New York was the first which had taken decided steps 
against admitting into the ranks of the volunteer corps 
&ny but competent surgeons; and in consideration of such 
a step, hoped that the society would express their approval 
of it by a suitable vote of thanks. Referring to the duties 



of the military surgeon upon the battle-field, he spoke of 
the necessity of the wounded who were left behind being 
properly cared for by their own aurgeous. Alluding to the 
heroism of those surgeons who remuned with their 
wounded after the battle of Bull Run, he suggested that the 
aocieCy should take such action as should show these gen- 
tlemen, whether from this or other states, thattheir heroism 
was noticed by the profession. He had also hoped to be 
able to propose some plan, by the adoption of which the 
■ufTerings of war might, so far as the wounded were con- 
cerned, be alleviated by allowing the surgeons of both 
armies to visit the battle-field for this purpose, but had 
met so many obstacles that he had desisted from the 
attempt He, however, urged the society, if they could 
devise aay method of accomplishing this, to do so. 



The following committees were next announced : — 

Commitlea on CrtdenKah. — Dra. Porter of Oneida; Fer- 
guson of Warren ; and Willard of Albany. 

Comw.illee on Kominatiom. — Drs. Bisaell of Oneida ; Van- 
dcrpoel of Albany ; Crispell of Ubter ; Ely of Monroe ; 
Finnell of N. Y.; French of Broome; Hall of Cayuga; 
RevnoUs of Saratoga. 

The Secretary, Db. 8. D. WtLLAsn of Albany, presented 
a memoir of Dr. llerrit H, Cash of Orange, and announced 
that J500 had been bequeathed to the Society by the 
deceased member. 

Dr. Boweh of Oswego offered the following : — 

^Hotvd. Thit ■ DDinnilttr* al twn b* nuined br Uia ebilr, ts eituid u 
InvlUtloB to tiich mdiiben o( tbo Lriris)mtiir» u belone to lbs modltil 



The committee consisted of Drs. Bowen and Potter, 
Db. Bissell of Utica also offered the following resolu- 
ion,. which was accepted i — 



« bo uppolnttd, to coiu(dn uid 



Db. T. C. Finnell, of N. Y., presented three pathological 
specimens. The first was the bones of the foot and leg, 
removed from a paUent, nt eighteen years, who elgbtyean 
previous to her death suffered a compound fracture of the 
ankle-joint by the falling of a heavy piece of timber upon 
iL The foot was turned strongly inwards, and remained 
ever after in that position. The ankle-joint, tarsus, and 
metatarso-phalangenJ articulations were firmly anchylosed. 
Interstitial absorption of the bones of the tarsus had taken 
place to euch an extent as to leave a mere shell of the form 
of the bonee. The second specimen was a portion of skuU 
lowing a compound fracture, caused by a blow from a 
brick, ine interesting feature of the case being lie pre- 
sence of a portion of the missile firmly imbedded in the 
bony structure ; this remained in that situation for two 
weeks previous to the deaih, without giving rise to any 
head symptoms. The third specimen was the skeleton of a 
monster. He also exhibited some barbarous-looking obste- 
trical instruments which had been tlie property of an 
old Cuban physician, consisting of pelvimeters, sounds, 
crotchets, forceps, perforators, etc. Lastly he read a case of 
dysentery in a child, Mt 9, ending in suppurative peritoni- 
tis, spontaneous perforation at umbiUcus, with discharge of 
four pounds of pus ; and perfect recovery at the end of foni 

The following communication, relative to the appoint- 
ment of homceopathio surgeons to the army, was received 
from the Oneida Co. Medical Society ; — 
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On motion of Dr. White, of N. Y., the communication 
was laid on the table, until a committee from the Academy 
of Medicine should hare an opportunity to present k series 
of resolutions having a umilar import. 

The Society then, on motionof Dr. Grisoom, adjourned to 
meet at 3 F.u. 

tvnaxr ArraBHOOK. 

The Society was called to onler at 3 p.m. 
PARALTSia ArrmR dipbthibia. 
Db. Bisseli., of Utica, read a paper on " Reflex Paraple- 
gia, as a sequel of Diphtheria. He anpported the idea 
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that the paralysis was the result or an altered .._ ... 

the periphery of the seniient nerves, affecting secondarily 
the q)inal cord by reflex aclion. The amount of fatality of 
the cases which had come under his observaUon, was about 
five in nine. The treatment consisted of tonics and slirou- 
lauts. A dorsal decubitus was stroDgly insisted npcn, in 
order to allow tlie blood to gravitate lo the spinal cord - 
and the indicatiooa in thb particular were furtlier carried 
out by dry frictions, warm flannels, and the internal use of 
strychnine, etc 

Da. CuBRT, of Westchester, was surprised at the average 
mortality in Dr. Bissell'a cases. He had never met with a 
fatal case in his own practice, and he was himself an exam- 
ple of a cure of the disease, after having Buffered from it 
for a period of three or four weeks. Itather accidentally 
he found that a relief irom, and in fact a total disappearance 
of the unpleasant symptoma could be had by exposure to 
cold, and the administration of a moderate amount of whis- 
key. He agreed entirely with the views expressed by Dr. 
fiiasell in regard to the character of the affection. 

Db. Fresoh, of Rome, had seen several cases of the dis- 
ease under discussion, but they had all recovered. . 

Db. UARBn, of Onoodaga, had met with four cases of 
paralysis. Two of these terminated fatally. He had fre- 
quently met with convalesceut cases of diphtheria attended 
with slight amaurosis, and verv many tliat suffered from 
paralysis of the bladder, as shown oy the retention of 

Dr. Govjy, of Rockland co., stated that out of a large 
number of cases of diphtheria reported from Rockland co., 
he did not recollect a single case of paraplegia. 

Dr. D'Ationon, of Clinton co., thought that the paralysis 
of the velum was dependent in a great measure upon the 
length of time that tlie deposit remained upon iL 

Da. CcRWEK, of Wayne co., had seen but two cases of 
paralyws, and they both died. 

Dr. Taylor, of Onondaga co., had notknownof a case of 
paraplegia occurring in his county, notwithstanding diph- 
theria had been very prevalent 

Dr. Oarrisb, of New York, stated that he hod frequently 
met with cases of paralysis ainiilar to those referred to by 
the other gentlemen, and had found that stimulating fric- 
tions, in conjunction with tonics, were attended with the 
best of results. 

roSOTioN or TSE labthx. 

Dr. Porter, on behalf of Dr. Boulware of Albany, pre- 
sented a specimen of wound of the throat, through the 
crico-thyroiilean membrane, followed by occlusion of the 
breathing tube at that point. The person from whom the 
specimen was removed, was a female tet. 23, who, during 
an attack of temporary insanity, endeavored to destroy life 
•with a razor. Tne cut was not an extensive one, and no 
Teasels of lar^ size were wounded. The lips of the wound 
were brought together, and in the course of three weeks 
the parts had all nealed with the exception of a small open- 
ing in the trachea just below the cricoid cartilt^. An 
attempt was made to close this opeoing, but very soon 
mucus collected in the tubes in such quantities as to render 
the removal of the dressings necessary in order to prevent 
euffoestion. The tracheal tube was then introduced into 
the opening, and, with but slight intermission, was worn for 
several weeks. At the end of about eleven weeks from the 
infliction of the injury, the silver tube having been for some 
time removed, the wound closed, but it was found necessary 
on account of the collection of mucus in the trachea to open 
it again. No further attempt was then made to heal the 
wound, and it was found that she began to lose her voice, 
Ihs aphonia being complete in the course of a few 
weeka, At this time, by clowng the opening in the 
trachea, breathing would be stopped proving Uiat air could 
not pass through the larynx. Notwithstanding she had no 
voice, she could make herself intelligible by whisper sounds. 
She eventually died nineteen months sfler the receipt of 
the wound in consequence of suffocation, induced by the 



collection of qtiaotities of mucus in her breathing tubes. 
The esse was one which illustrated, iu quite a sitisfactorj 
manner, the important and eeseniJal part which the larynx 
plays in the formation of the voice, while, at tlie same time, 
It proved that the laryngeal voice is not essential to th* 
formation of whirrs. 

On motion, the Society then a^oumed to meet on Wed- 
nesday, 10 A.M. 
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THE FIFTT-FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING OP THE 
MEDICAL SOCIETY OP THE STATE OF NEW 
YORK. 
Tbx Medical Sodety of the State of New York has com- 
menced its session. Albany is now tlironged with medical 
men from every section of uie State, and thore persons who 
are expected to be informed upon such matters, say that tha 
attendance is fully as large as at any previous occasion. 
The meeting was called to order at 11 o'clock, on Tuesday, 
February 4th. The President elect. Dr. E. H. Parker, of 
Pouglikeepsie, is a person who promises to be everything 
that a presiding officer can be, yet I fear that before the 
session closes his patience wiU be not a httle tried by somft 
of the members, who are determined to talk, whether it be 
in order or out of order. During the morning session a 
considerable amount of business of minor importance vras 
disposed of, and were it not for Dr. Fjnmkll, of New York, 
who exhibited some interesting pathological specimens, the 
members would have gone away unprofited. At the 
meeting in the afternoon Dr. Bisseli. read a paper on 
" Eedex paraplegia after diphtheria. ' Some discussion fol- 
lowed in which several prominent members took an active 
part, and every thing seemed to be going on finely, when 
a gentleman tcom New York, who evidently had not lis- 
tened to the reading of the paper, proceeded to favor the 
members with his views concerning the differenoe whi<^ 
existed between diphtlieria and croup. The symptom^ 
b-eatment, prognosis, in fact everythmg connected with 
diphtheria, were freely talked over except the paraplegia, d 
which tJie paper treated. Although widely dilTerent views 
were expressed in relation to the pathology of this throat 
disease, all agreed that the tonic course of treatment was 
the only reliable one. The current of the discussion upon 
the paper being tlius turned from its legitimste channel lost 
all mterest to tlie majority of members present, and thi^ 
were heartily glad when the next order of business was 
announced. The afternoon being advanced, alter the read- 
ing of a paper by Dr. Porter, containing the details of a 
wound of trachea, in which the voice-producing function of 
the larynx was proven, the Society adjourned until the 
morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

A great deal of business is expected to be transacted on 
Wednesday, very many papers of interest being promised. 
Dr. SwiNBHRHE has prepared a paper upon the case of sna- 



the side of the prosecution, and of course views the case in 
altogether a different light from the distinguished Professor 
of Medicine. Dr. Clark, in ull probability anticipating the 
intention of Dr. Swinburne, has caused to be sent in pam- 
phlet form for distribution among the members the results 
of his own investigations upon tlie subject, in order that a 
fair comparison may be drawn between the statements of 
each party. Dr. Swinburme confidently expects to confute 
the statements of Dr. Clark, but we shall see how thosa 
expectations are to be realized. 

Dr. OaiBcoH is here from N. T. in tabor with his Health 
Bill, but judging from hearsay I fear the reeull will be a 
still-birth. Let every good sanitarian pray that such will 
not be the case. 

SuROKOti-ORiaRAL TAXSExroKu and Dr. Swdodkib ex- 
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pect to entertwD the Society »t their re«>ective re«idences 
OD Wednesday evening. The feehnga of the Albany phy- 
■iciMU u ft tuaa are very cordial towards the Society, and 
were its Besaioos sufticiently prolonged I am conscious that 
entertainments would not be wanting. The Secretary, Dr. 
WiLLABD, is perfectly overrun with Society buRine!>s, and it 
it wonderful to aee with what equanimity of lemper he 
diachai^es all the duties of an office so filled with little 
vesationa. 

Hoping that these few notes by the ■''^y may be of some 
use to you 1 close for tlie preeeaL 

Yours, etc. 

ItEOTUB. 
AuutT, T*b. 4, IBM. 

NAVAL MEDICAL BOARD. 
Tea Naval Medical Board, which has been in sesaion siDOe 
the beginning of auttiiner, having completMl ita duties, was 
diaaolved by order of the Navy Department on the 27th 
January. 

The Board, as originally organized, consistod of, 
tiur^eon Samuel Barrington, President; 
Surgeon John A- Lockwood, Member; 
Surgeon Charles H. Wheelwright, Member; 
Pd. AsBt. SurRCon, John T. Taylor, Recorder. 
In August, Dr. Barrington was relitived on account of 
illness, and Dr. Lockwood has since presided. About tlie 
same time, Dr. Taylor having been promoted to the rank of 
Surgeon, was appointed a Member of the Board. The 
names of the auoccasful caudidatcs examined in July and 
August have already been published. These gentlemen are 
now all at sea. Tiiey supplied vacancies created by 
rcwgoations, and other casu^ties. At tjte extra session of 
Congress, the numerical force of the medical corra was con- 
siderably increased, to meet the war demand. The follow- 
inK are the names of those found qualified by ths Board to 
filTtbe TaCBOcies thus created. They are arranged in the 
order of merit as determined by the Board, and affixed to 
«ach name, the State from which appointed, and tha 
medical school upon whiiA the candidate has been in 
attendance. 
No. 1. Robert T. Edes, Mass., Harv. Univ. 

" 2. John D, Murphy, N. Y., Univ. N. Y. 

" 3. Edgar Holden, N. J., Col. P. & Surg., N. V. 

" 4. R. B. Van Oiesen, N. J., " " " " 

" 6. Thomas C. Walton, N. V., McQill Col., Montreal 
^ " 6. Benj. H. Kidder, Mass., Long Island Med. CoL 

" 7. Lewis Zinsun, N. Y., Heidelberg Unir. 

" 8. G. H. E. Baumgarter, Mo., S. Louis Med. Col. 
" " 9. John Homans, Jr., Mass., Harv. Univ. 

" 10. John H. Clarke, N. H., Harv. Univ. 

" 1 1. Greenville S. Slough, Pi, Jeff. Med. Col. 

" 12. Samuel R. Foreman, N. J., Col. P. & Surg., N. Y. 
- " 13. Wm. B. Gibson, Mass., Harv. Univ. 

" 14. Geo. W. Woods, Mass., Univ. Vii^nia, 

" 16. Adolph A. Hoehng, Pa, Univ. Penna. 

" la James J. Allingham, N. Y., Col. P. & Surg., N. Y. 
- " 17. Charles E. Steadman, Mass., Harv. Univ. 

" 18. Wm. R Tevey N. Y., Univ. N. Y. 

" 19. C. J. S. Wells, Vermont, Univ. Vermont. 

" 20. Charles J. Habbard, Ohio, Harv. Univ. 

" 21. Wm. K. Van Keypair, N. J., Univ. N. Y. 

" 22. Joseph Hngg, N J., Jeff, Med. Col. 

" 23. F. a A. Lewis, N, Y., Harv. Univ. 

" 24. Wm. Brown Mann, N. Y., Bufi'alo Unir. 

" 25. SamL W. Abbott, Mass., Harv. Univ. 

" 26. Luther M. Lyon, Pa,, N. Y. Med. Col. 

" 27. Wm. S. Fort, N. J., Univ. Penna. 

" 28. Charles H. Giberson, Vermont, Univ. Vermont. 

" 29. Charles H. Perry, R I., Univ. Penna. 

" 30. Thomas Hiland, N. H., Dartmouth Med. CoL 

" 31. Daniel M. Skinner, N. J., Univ. N. Y. 

" 32. D. K. Bannon, Pa., Univ. Penna. 

" 33. David T. Ricketta, Md., Univ. Md. 



No. 34. Thomas L Patrick, Md., Univ. Md. 

" 35. Joseph A. Babier, Mass., Harv, Univ. 

" 3a SamL N. Brayton, Mass., CoL P. & Surg. N. Y. 

" 37. Edw. C. Venneulen, N, J., " " " « 

" 38. Wm. T. Plant, N. Y., Univ. Mich. 

" 39. Wm. Chalmers, N. Y., CoL P. & Surg., N. Y. 

" 40. Charles H, White, Mass., Harv. Univ. 

" 41. George T. Shipley, Mass., Harv. Univ. 

" 42. Isaac H. Hnaelton, N. H., Harv. Univ. 

" 43. James H. Mears, Pa., Univ. Penna. 

" 44. Benj. F. Pierce. Maine, Harv. Univ. 

" 45. Newton H. Adams, N. Y., Albany Med. CoL 

" 4& Edward Kersner, Md., Univ. New York, 

" 47. StephenH. Clarke, N. Y., " " 

" 48. Charles Carter, N. Y.. Col. P. &. Surg., N. Y. 

" 49. Thomai N. Penrose, Pa., Unir. Penna. 

" 60. J. Henry Gunning, N. Y., Univ. New York. 

" 51. EdwaiW'A. Pierson, N. J., Col. P. & Surg., N. Y. 

" 52. Wat*Jn C. Hall, N. Y, Geneva Med. Col. 

" 83. George' R Brash, N. Y., CoL P. ft Surg., N. Y. 

" 54. Heber Smith, N. Y, " " " " 

" 55. Edward D. Payne, Pa., Jeff. Med. CoL 

« 66. Edwanll K. Dodge, Pa , Phila. Med. CoL 

" 57. Irt A. Br(4^, Mass Harv, Univ. 

" 58, Geor^ D. Storme, N, Y., Buffalo Univ. 

" 69. John D. Ackley, pa., Univ, Penna. 
The following reported after llie vacancies were filled as 
above. They will be appointed as vacancies occur. 
No, 1. jidward S, Olcutt, Ky^ Univ. N. Y. 
" 2., Joh^ T, Luck, Iowa, H»rr. Unir. 



At a meeting of Medical Cadets, U. S. Army, held in 
WashinKtoo, D. C, Jan. 20th, W. D. Day, of the General 
Hospital, Alexandria, was elected Chairman, and H. A. 
Bobbins of the Circle HospitAl, Wasliington, Secretary. 
Messrs. Paine, Davis, and Bodman, were appointed a com- 
mittee to droit resolutions on the death of Medical Cadet 
DxiiAnELD, and presepted the following, which were unani- 
mousif adopted: — 

Whereat it has pleased the Supreme Ruler of eventa t« 
remove from our midst b;^ death, Medical Cadet Rum 
DELAnELD, of New York ctty, therefore 

Jiesolvcd, That we bow in bumble submission to this 
decree of an all-wise Providence, recogniwng in the event 
the hand of " Him wbo doeth all things well 

Muolved, That ia tha death of Cadet DsunELri, the 
ijorps has hMt an efficient and bithful member, the ocienoa 
of medicine an eatneit and enthiwi^tic student, and the 
profession one of its most promiung aspirants. 

Retohed, That we will ever cherish the memory of the 
many virtues of the decea^, and imitate his patriotic 
devotion, bis scientific seal, uid his uniformly land and 
Christian deportfnent. 

Rttohed, Th»t we extend to the bereaved relatives and 
friends of the deoeased our sympathy and condolence in 
this dark hour ol their trial, and commend to them the 
consolation tliat comes from a higher than human source- 

Jlaobxd, That we wear the usual badge of mournmg for 
thirty d^^ and iliat a copy of these resolutions, signed by 
the choifman and secretary, be sent to the family of the 
deceased, and to the medical and other journals for publica- 
tion. 

W. D. Dat, 
H, A. RoBBim, 
Medkai CadtU, U. S. ^rmy. 

Is tbe DuUm Uedieal Prtis, Dr. Thomas Davis describes 
"a case of extra-uterine foetation of eight years and lliree 
months standing, counting from the eipected period of 
delivery. The fcetus was successfully remuveit l)y opera- 
tion.' —BrifiJA lied. Jow. 
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©i'i|inal f rctuvrs. 

CLINICAL LECTURES 
ON THE PUERPERAL DISEASES. 



LECTURE IL 
OK PDERPKRAL COSVAiESCKNOB. 

Gehtleheh; — Wo now come to the aet-ond period of puer- 
peral convaloscerce, or Uiat period dujinjf wliicb tlie func- 
tion or lactation rises to its tiigliest poiot of activity. It is 
acarcelj necessary for me to tell you that tlie breasts and 
nipples are the organs directly connected with this func- 
tion, and that the preparation for it commences at an early 
period of pregnancy. During the second and third months 
the nipple ewella, and becomes more erectil^ senaitive, and 
projecting, and often of a deeper color. Then the akin 
around the nipple ie gradually discolored, varying in depth 
of shade, intensity of discoloration, and extent of surface ; 
and these changes increase with the advancement of ges- 
tation. In some women, almost as soon as conception has 
taken place, the breasta become tender and large, and this 
enlargement is accompanied with pricking sensations or 
even positive pains. This swelling sometimes diminishes 



breaat during pregnancy. First, the functional aclivily of 
preparation in a few individuals mny be so e:taggeraled as 
to produce fever, analogous to what is called the milk fever 
after confinement, and may even be carried to the extent 
of producing inflammatory engorgement, followed by an 
abfwess. Secondly, the breasts may at flrat enlarge, but 
afterwards the tumefaction may subside, and they may re- 
mtun flaccid and soft until after delivery. You may remem- 
ber, that in my lecture on abortion, I mentioned the 
decrease in size and floccidity of the breasts, as one of the 
rngns of the death of the ovum, bnt please bear in mind 
that I spoke of it as one of the signs in conjunction with 
the others enumerated, and not as a patljognomouic sign, 
taken alone, of this event. But this sign is not a good one, 
even when the ovum is not dead, for, according to Donn^, 
women in whom this condiUon of the breasts occurs prove 
very poor nurses, on account both of the bod quali^ and 
small quantity of their milk; and in my oivn experience, I 
have several tjmes verified the correctness of the assertion. 
The secretion of milk in the breasta frequently commences 
as early as the fifth month of pregnancy, and some women 
■re quite annoyed by the running out of the milk in the 
latter months of gestation. After delivery, the breasts yield 
on suction a thin watery fluid, of a yellowisli color and 
sweetish taste, which has received the name of colostrum, 
which is admirably adapted to fown the fiist nourishment 
of the infant, as it is slightly laxative, and well fitted to 
unload the bowels of ita viscid green contents, ealjed meco- 
nium. The full development of the function of lactotion is 
not ordinarily attained until forty-eight or seventy hours 
after ddiveiy, and in some a still longer period is required 
for this eni In connexion with tliis development, we 
eometJmes meet with a combination of symptoms whi(^, 
in their i^gregate, have been de^gnated as 

MILE fEVEB, 

These ^mptoms may be tersely described as follows :— 
Headache, heat and dryness of the skin, Buccceded in » 
few hours by copious perspirations (and sometimes, though 
more rarely, preceded by slight shiyeringp), a flushed face, 

Am. Med. Tum, Tot. IV., Ho. 7. 



thirst and loss of appetite, slightly furred tongue, with 
painful niid distondcd breasts, sometimes (o su(^ a degree 
ns to incommode and render painful the respirator move- 
ments, in some cases, although this does not often occur, 
tliose symptoms are uslicredin with a severe rigor, followed 
by pruruse perspiration. Altliough Ibis statement ia in 
opposition to the assertion of most obstetrical author^ I 
feel well assured tliat I am warranted by my experience 
in making it, and it has this important bearing : a chill does 
■ot of itself alone prove that some graver post-psrtum in- 
flammation or puerperal fever has attacked the patient It 
is not always so easy to make out tlie differential diagnosis 
betU'cen milk fever and the more severe and dangerous 
puerperal diseases, especially when there ia an epidemic 
tendency to the latter, as you might be led to suppose from 
the flippant and positive statements of some of our stand- 
ard obstetrical authorities, or perhaps it would better 
become ine to say, I have not always found it so. 

It is true, as a general proposition, that in milk fever we 
have the positive sign of painful and distended breasta, and 
the negative symptoms, viz. the absenoe of pain and ten- 
derness on pressure over the pelvic organs, or of abdominal 
tympanites, and the pulse seldom rises in this ^hemeral , 
attack above 100 per minute. But I have seen milk fever 
associated with severe after-pains, with tympanites from 
intestinal irritation, with temporary arrest of the lochial 
discharge, and, as I before remarked, the attack has been 
preceded by a severe rigor, I have seen in our lying-in 
wards, in this liospital, severe and even fatal cases of the 
so-called post-partum inflammations, in which no pain hu 
been complained of by the jiatient referable to the organ 
implicated, in which it was very difGcuU to find t«nderneBB 
on pressure anywhere over the hypogastric or iliac regions. 
and in which, so far as could bo ascertained bv careful 
inquiry, there was no decided chill, I have seen here fiital 
cases of puerpcr.al fever, in which neither the mammary 
secretion nor the lochial discharge has been arrested, nor has 
there been abdominal pain, or tendernes^ or tympanites, 
neither has the facial expression given any mdication of the 
existence of a grave disease. I bave this aession, called 
your attention to some such casea in our wards. I there- 
fore say, that' it is only by a careful analysis of all tlie 
symptoms, and not always then, until twenty-four hours 
have passed From the commenccmept of tlie atti^, that I 
am able to assert, witii absolute confidence, that I bave to 
do only witli a case of milk fevep. 

Il was formerly supposed that milk fever generally ac- 
companied the secretion of milk, but at the present day, 
from tlie great improvement in the hygienic management 
of those recently confined, and especially from the general 
practice, now common, of applying tlie cliild to tiie breast 
at an early periuU after delivery, milk fever ia on excep- 
tionnl incident of the puerperal slate. But in some women, 
th^ secretion of milk is inevitably attended by more or less 
febrile reaction, and the most watchful care will not avert 
it. The prophylactic measures wliich are usually success- 
ful, are the following; — 

lit. Secure, by every possible means, to your patjent, 
some hours of sound and refreshing sleep, immediately after 
delivery. During labor, the vital forces have been stimu- 
lated to tlieir maximum of intensity in order to accompUsli 
the expulsion of the child. A period of complete repose is 
absolutely es^ntid to prevent more or less violent reaction, 
which is naturally increased by the development of the new 
function of lactation. 

2d. Apply the child to llic breast as soon as the patient 
haa recovered by rest and sleep from the exhaustion fol- 
lowinjj labiir, It was formerly the general practice not to 
do this until the second or third day, becouse-it was said 
there was no tnilk, and now and then I meet with a nurse 
at the present day, who is disclosed to make the same plea. 
Some writers direct that Ihe child should be applied as soon 
as pos^blo after ilie delivery of the after-birth, and that the 
accoucheur slioidid never leave until after tliis is done : the 
argupiept lor this rule being, that by this means, and by 
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this means alone, ia the patient secured from tlie danger of 
post-partum hsemorrhage. But, with nil due deference to 
the opinion of others, it seems lo me that the cose^, where 
this rule should be followed, are exceptional ones. We 
have other methods of securing, b^ reflex nciion, tJie per- 
manent contraction of the uterus, in tliose casM where the 
vital forces have not been exhausted by the labor, and 
where the hsemorrhage is great, and nerve power is worn 
out, the fatigue and cjtcitcment induced by the eflbrt- to 
make the infant nurse quite counterbalances the advan- 
tages that may result from it But aft«r tlie patient has had 
some hours of rest, there are many reasons for the sake of 
both mother and child why the latter should be at once 
And frequently applied to the breast. As it is tlie condition 
of the mother that we are now studying, it is sufficient for 
me here to say, that before the breasts ore distended by the 
secretion of milk, the nipple can be more readily seized and 
drawn out, the flow ihrougli the lacteal tubes is more easily 
secured, the earlier secretion of niilk is excited, and being 
drawn as fast as it is secreted, the breasts do not ordinarily 
become over distended by an accumulation of milk, the 
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* nipple, and lo milk abscess greatly diminislicd. 

But, as I before remarked, notwithstanding these pro- 
phylactic means, the full development of the function of 
lactation is in some women always attended by more or 
less serere febrile reaction. The ne.tt question is, how 
shall we treat milk fever ? Ist. The derivative eflect of a 
laxative is required. Some say, in Uicsc eases always give 
a saline cathartic, but I would aay, study tiie special indi- 
cationa of the case. A saline cathartic is not always best 
under these circumstances, and in a former lecture I have 
alluded to the principles which should guide you in the 

, selection of a laxative. Absolute rules do very well for a 
mere routinist, and they sore a great deal of wear and t«ir 
of mind in the medicu practitioner, but they do not make 
good physicians. 2d. Reduce vascular excitement by seda- 
Uvcfl. What indications is the following formula cbJcu- 
lated to fulfil? R. Aq. aurantii flor. jij.; syr, aimp., 
spta. ether nit., &a, Jj. ; antimonii ct potass, tart., gr. ij.; 
tine, aconiti rad,, gtu ixx. M. S. a teaspooniiil in a 
wineglassful of water every second hour. It is not 
necsaaary to wait for the action of the laxative before 
commencing the use of some such combination as the 
above. 3d. Direct the nurse to gently but thoroughly rub 
the breast* from the circumference towards the nipple, 
at least every two hours, until the painful distension 
has subsided. Of course you will not neglect to have 
the breftsts often drawn, cither by a diild or a breasts 
pump, but take care in doing this not to permit the nipples 
or breast to be irritated. 4th. At night allay pain and 
uervoui irritability, and secure sleep, by a diaphoretic ano- 
dyne. Von may give eight or ten grains of Dover's pow- 
der for this purpose, but I am generally better pleased with 
th,t effects of the same dose of Tully's powder, tlie formula 
for which I have already given you. By such mcaaures 
you will ^nerally be able to overcome the symptoms of 
nilk fever m twenty-four or thirty-six houra. But I ought 
to mention that I have onq exceptional patient in whom 
the secretion of milk is accompanied with such violent vas- 
ouiar excitement and ioienae nervous irritability, amounting 
(o delirium, that after her three confinements 1 have been 
eonjpelled, in addition to the treatment I have just described, 
to resort lo pretty copious venesection, and I may s^ here 
parenthetically, that this is tko only patient that I have 
bled for nearly two years, 

J-actatioQ may be prevented or seriously interfered with 
by a variety of conditions that you sliould be aware of 
It sometimes occurs that a woman may have large and 
|jands»mely formed bresaU', but there is absolutely no secre- 
tion of milk. The tnamma seems to be made up entirely 
of adijwse, lacking the proper glandular development. 
After judicious measures have been tried for a sufficient 
^n^ of time (0 demonstrate the impossibility of securing 



the lacteal secielion, all atlempla for Uiis purpose should be 
abandoned, as inflammatory action may be excited which 
will lerminale in mammary abscess, Afiain, in other cases, 
the 'secret ion is abundant enough but it is not retained. It 
runs out ea fast as it is secreted, greatly to the annoyance 
of llie mother and a serious deprivation for the infant. 
Very often tliis running out of the milk in a certain degree 
lasts for a short time and then gradually ceases, but when it 
takes place to the extent of depriving the child of its requi- 
site nourishment, positive treatment is required to arrest 
this untimely flow. Astrineents applied to the nipples 
have been recommended fur Uiis purpose, but I have never 
seen much good result from such applications. The only 
effective meaua lo accomplish this, is compression of the 
whole breast, exclusive of the nipple, by sirapping it with 
adhesive plaster for two or three days. The compression 
should be moderate in degree and equally applied over the 
whole breast in such a way as to Keep, it up, and an in- 
cidental benefit from this measure is that it tends to pre- 
serve the form of the breasta in their virgin beauty, a result 
which moat women bear with exemplary fortitude. 



The absence of GulHcient prominence for the child to 
seize hold of, is sometimes a serious obstacle to nursing. 
But by drawing out the nipples with the breast-pump, and 
the early and frequent application of the child to the breasts 
before tliey are distended by Uie secretion, and by wearing 
constantly, when the child is not nursing, the breast shells, 
as tliey are called, iJiis diiSculty is usually overcome. 

But among the most troublesome, painful, and intracta- 
ble of the conditions which iaternipt normal bctation 
shouM be mentioned 



This term includes a variety of patiiological condition!) 
as erosions and excoriations, inflammation and ulce^ioDi 
cracks or fissures at the base of the nipple, and ccxemai 
each of which requires a different treatment; and from the 
vague directions found in most of the obstetric text-booka 
■gard to their management, I suppose that most young 



which they are ■ called upon I 

lou will find in your standard ( 



the puerperal 
luthors a great 

Lcdies mentioned as useful local applications 
in Bucli cases ; but when called upon to treat tbem, tliere is 
such a lack of everything like specific definite direction as 
to the choice of these remedies in any given case, that if 
your experience ahould be anyUiing like nune, it will seem 
to you as if you were compelled lo grope in the dark. 
Witliout slopping to discuss the value of all the different 
agents proposed as usaful in these cases, I will only detain 
you by a concise statement of what my experience has led 

IS the best melbod of treatment in each spe- 



o belie- 
cial condition. 



Or when it is more extensive it is called eeootialion of 
the nipple, is a superflcial wound of the skin, in which Uie 
derm is laid bare by the removal of the epidermis by nurs- 
ing. Sometimes It produces htde vesicles, one or more, on 
the apex or sides of the nipple, which are broken by suck- 
ing, and the scabs from which are again pulled off, and wa 
have what llie nurses call the chapped nipples. From this 
results entire destruction of the derm, aud we then have 
vlceration of the nipple. The surface is then of a bright 
red color, granulated, and frequently swollen, and grooved 
in fissures.. When such a condition exists, you can readily 
understand that ihe act of nursing produces intolerable auf- 
fering, to such a degree that patients have often toM me 
lliat the pains of labor could be more easily endured. I 
have sometimes seen half of the nipple bevelled off by ihis 
ulcerative process. But if you see the case sufficiently 
early, and treat it properly, and the nuise and patient scru- 
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pnloudy follow your-directionB, the ulcerative process may 
alw&ya be avoided. Id the eartj stacre of erosion and 
excoriation, direct that as soon as the child leureB the nip- 
pie it should l>e very carelully wiped dry, with a soft piece 
of linen, and then painted over by means of a camel hair 
brush, with the tine, benzoin, co. Brusli it overtlirce or 
four limej, allowing an interval of a minute or two for 
each af^lication to dry. Thla forms a kind of artificial 
cuticle, vrhich should be renewed each time that tl}e child 
nurses, and if it is possible U> ra^c the child nurse through 
it, direct that a nipple shield should always be used. Very 
pood onea are now kept by our apothecaries ^neraljy, but 
in selecting one, be careful that its base is sulBcienlly large 
and elastic, so as not to strangulale the nipple. The Grat 
applicatjon of the benzoin produces a little smarting and 
burning pain for a moment or two, but its renewal is not 
usually poinfuL If the ulcerative process has commenced, 
atop nursing from that nipple. There is no other way, and 
the more promptly you decide to do this, the more speedily 
will the mpple De cured, and very frequently it is not neces- 
sary to suspend the nursing more than twenty-four or 
thirty-aix hours. Empty the breasts by gentle rubbing 
only. This con only he done by tact and perseverance, 
although it Bometimes requires ten minutes to get the first 
few drops. Then paint over the ulcerated surface, twice a 
day, with a solution of nitrate of silver, gr. s., to Jj. of 
distilled water, and keep the surface covered with carb. 
magnesia, or what I think is still belter, calomel 



At the base of the nipple occasions intense suffering, 
often I have thought quite as severe as the form of sore 
nipple that I have juat described. It sometimes is so small 
that it can only be seen in a good light by bending the nip- 
pie over to the opposite side. To cure it pencil the bottom 
of tDe fissure witk a very fine point of the solid stick of 
nitfate of silver, and then cover it wiih coUodion, that 
is the solution of ^n cotton in sulphuric ether. If the Rs- 
Bure is not associated with the form of sore nipple that I 
have before described, or with inftammation of (he nipple, 
that I am about to speak o^ it is by these means cured 

Itin.AHUlTIOII OF THE KIPPLE 

Is sometimes a cause and in other cases a consequence of 
the preceding conditions, and the inflammation frequently 
extends to the areola. The nipple is conical, red, swollen, 
and excessively painful. Apply a soil bread and milk poul- 
tice for a few hours, and tlien keep it eovered with one or 
two thicknessei of linen, wet in a weak solution of lead 
water, as for example ; — Q. Liq. plumbi diacet. dil. Jj. ; 
kq. roste Jiij.; M. fL lotio. After the inSammation is 
■o far subdued that nursing ci^ be borne without much 
pain, you wilt do well to substitute for the lead water the 
foUowine: — B. Aq. rose, glycerin., &a, Jij'.; acidi tannic. 
; ij. ; MT ft. lotio. I have described eocii of the above 
forms of sore nipples as distinct alfections, but you should 
not forget that they may be associated, either two forms or 
the three together, when the treatment must be modified 
or combined according to the special indications. 

ECZEUl OF TBI NIPPLE, 

la, according to my experience, quite rarely met with, as 
I can only recollect WX casos that I have seen. The first 
was in M. Velpeau's wards, at LaCharit^, in Paris. I have 
seen two caaee iiTour lying-in words, and three in consulta- 
tion practice. Velpeau's prescription, which he said he had 
never known to fail, was the following ointment: — 9. 
Ung. aq. roare if.; m<^. carb. Sij.; hydrarg. chlor. nitr. 
3j. U. You uiould direct the apothecary to rub it ijp 
very thoroughly, or it will be lumpy. This ointment cured 
in a few days the cases we had in this hospital, but I am 
not able to sa^ how successful it was in Uie Other coses. 
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To my own mind tliere is no fact in this case which ia so 
opposed to the theory of homicide, as -the particular cb*- 
rocter of Uie wound by which deatk was produced. Pene- 
trating on the lefV side directly inwards towards the centre 
of the neck, cutting the muscles and deep tissues to the 
depth of nearly three-quarters of an inch, as far posteriorly 
as the skin, then terminating upon the riglit stemo-cleido- 
mastoid muscle, or rather a little beyond it, cutting the 
skin, and half an inch further than the muscle was cut; it 
is a wound which could not have been inflicted by a per- 
son slandine on the left side of the body, and roust have 
been made by the right hand, either of the woman herself, 
or of a person standmg behind her, in such ratmncr that his 
right hand might take the place of hers, The bed, as has 
tieen stated, was four feet four inches wide ; the bSdy of 



moved, and no evidence of any other person but herself 
having been upon it. There was evideatiy not room for a 
person to take an attitude upon bis knees at her right hand, 
and there inflict the wound, even had it been possible to 
have made such a cut in this attitude. Besides qll this, a 
wound prolonged at its right extremity as this was, cannot 
be mode by a person upon his knees, and so near to the 
body, facing it, as he must have been, had any part of thia 
supposition been true. 

The direction of the wound seems to be of some value in 
determining whether it was inflicted by herself or another 
person. The rule which applies to it seems to be repejved 
with many exceptions, and yet when a particular direction 
is observed, it equally seems that the oathorities attach 
importance to iL Thus Briand and Cbaud^ (p. ^6) stat« 
that almost always in a suicide the instruicetit is directed 
from left to right, aqd from above downwards, wtiile in 
assassination, on the contrary, the wounds are ordinarily 
made from right, to led, and irom below upwards, jf the 
assassin is in front of his victim, Dieffenbach (above cited) 
speaks of t^e frequency with which in sufcidai cut throat 
the wound is iji'^cted from lell to right^ and from above 
downwards, saying also that these wounds are ordiuftrilj 
single. 

Taylor (p. 266] refeni [o (his point in the following lan- 
guage ; — '' The direction of a ^ound has been considered 
by Bom§ to aflbrd presumptive evidence suSicieqtiy Btron|{ 
to guide ^ medical Jurlgt in this li)qu)fy. It has been ■ 
remarked in most suicidal wounds wbich affect the Chroal, 
that the direction of the cut is commoply fi-om left to rights 
either transversely orpassing obliquely from above down- 
wards. • •••••••In left-handed persona, the direc- 

tlou of course would be precisely the revereo. Suicidal 
wounds are, however, subject to such variation in extent 
and direction tliat it is scarcely possible lo generftliie with 
respect to them ; nevertheless an attention to this point 
may sometimes be. of real assisl^co to (he inquirer." 
Agidn (page 267) regarding the character <^f Ut^ lyound ba 
aays : " Jlomicid^ incisions, especially in the throat, are 
often prolonged below and beuind the skia, forming the 
angles of a wound deeply into the soft parts; Lbose which 
are suicidi^ rarely possess this ch^actcr." XUe deceased 
and th9 accused V9 bqth riglft-handed. 
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It will be remembered that little or no blood was de- 
Bcribed M hnring been seen below the upper border of the 
flaonel dreaa that was next the ekin on the chest, yet that 
there was a conaidenible spot of blood upon the sheet 
turned down upon the lower part of the body. Tlie ques- 
tion of the position of tliis person when the wound was 
inflicted, whether seated or IjinR upon the bed, is one 
regarding which there is some doubt, and the question was 
raised whether it was possible to inflict this wound upon 
herself lying upon her back. 

In my judgment this is the strongest point in the case 
for the prosecution, not because there is any difEculty in 
inflicting the wound, for there is none, as any one can con- 
yinoo himself by lying- down either upon the floor or on a 
featiier bed (the bed in this case was of feathers), and mak- 
ing the necessary motions^ but because it is a position 
rarely chosen, and seems to ofler fewer facilities to this kind 
of suicide than the sitting attitude. The body and head 
were found inclined a little to the right, but there is not 
even a probability that this was the posidon in which the 
wound wag inflicted. There were certainly some move- 
ments after the fatal wound was received. There wm 
more blood on the right side of the body than on the left. 
This would only show that the deceased turned to this posi- 
tion while the bleeding was yet free. Taylor (p. 284) 
remarks that, " If the throat be cut while a person is lying 
down, it is obvious that the blood will be found on either 
aide of the neck and not extending down the front of the 
body Few suicides cut tiie throat while in 'a recumbent 
posture, and the course which the blood has taken may, 
therefore, be rendered subservient to the distinction of a 
homicidai irom a suicidal wound." Had it been shown in 
this case, that the wound was really inflicted while the 
woman was lying down, in my appreciation, the other cir- 
cumstances are BO controlling as to place this case among 
the " few suicides who cut the throat while in a recumbent 
posture." 

LOSS or BLOOD. 

At one Btage of tJus trial, while it yet appeared that the 
quantity of blood lost was inconsiderable, it became of im- 
portance tb ascertain what was the smallest loss tijat had 
proved fatal in the recorded cases. 

In the case of Augustus Dautun (Beck, ii. 141), murder 
was committed, and the body after^jards cut to pieces. 
Dupuytren stated that the wounds in the cheat were mor- 
tal. The thorax contained four pounds of blood- 
Mr. Watson mentions a case (quoted by Taylor, 298), in 
which the internal mammary artery of Ihe left side was 
divided by a stab in the chest The man died on the ainth 
day, and four pounds of blood were found effused in that 

Mr. Outteridge (Lanixt, Oct 31, 1848, p. 478) reports 
the case of a woman, aged thirty-six, who received a kick 
from her husband in the lower port of the abdomen, while 
she was in a stooping position. Seen by Mr. O-utteridge 
in three-quarters of an hour, she had lost from tliree to 
four pounds of blood. She was sinking, and expired a few 
minutes after his arrival. The wound was entirely ezter- 
- nal, the left cms clitoris having been crushed so as to 



In Beck (ii. 365) it is staled that a young mau, sixteen 
years old, was stabbed with a nail rod and died in three 
minutes. The blond lost was one and a half pounds. The 
thonwio aorta was found wounded 

In the instance already cited, on the authority of Adelon, 
Dubois, Boyer, and Rami, it is reported that one pound of 
blood was lost. In this instance, however, it will be 
remembered there was congestion of the lungs, and blood 
in the air passages. 

In Beck (ii. 348) it is reported on a Boston authority 
that a prisoner cut his throat, and died with the loss of a 
pint or blood. It is suggested, however, in this case, that 
MT might have entered Uie jugular vein. 



It would seem, then, that persons whose throats are 
fatally cut may die on the loss of a pound of blood, and it 
does not aflcct the question at issue that a circumstance 
other ihsiL the mere loss of blood uded to produce the 
death. The question is, What is the smallest loss of blood, 
which of itself alone, or complicated with other circum- 
stances incident to such wound, may prove latal in a cut 
throat? The question of how mucu blood the body 
naturally contains, though raised in this case, ia in no man- 
net essential to tlie issue. 

Taylor (297), referring to some of these cases, says: 
"Females are more easily destioyed by htemorrhage than 
males," and adds (p. 298), that according to Ur. Watson, 
the loss of five to eight pounds will ordinarily prove fatal, 
but that many persons will die from a much smaller loasi 
the rapidity of the flow exercising a great influence, as 
when a carotid is cut. 

suFrociTioH. 

The drcumstanees which seemed to have been relied on 
as tlie proole of suSbcation, were : the alleged engorgement 
of the lungs, the pulmonary apoplexy, the bloody pleuritic 
effusion, the small quantity of blood supposed to have been 
discharged from the wound, a cert^n amount of ooaing from 
the cut veaseis at the time the woijnd was dressed by tha 
physician, and the blood which was discovered in the 
dre^aingB at the flrat post-mortem examination. 

These have been all remarked on except the last lU- 
garding the quantity of blood loet, while it has been shown 
that any quantity from a pint upwards may be with other 
circumstances attending upon cut throats suffideot to 
destroy life, the course of the evidence showed a miudt 
larger quantity than was at first supposed. With reference 
to the oosing of blood from the cut vessels, the witnesses 
for the prosecution were not all of the same opinion as to 
its significance, one of the most experienced stating' that 
blood would continue to flow for a considerable time after 
death, but chiefly from the veins. As a matter of fact, 
however, it did not appear that the oosing after death was 
considerable, making allowance for a clot which was found 
in the wound and washed out at the time of the dressing. 

Taylor (p. 299) makes the following statement regarding 
thb circumstance ; "It must not be supposed that all the 
blood met with around the wounded dead body was actually 
elTuscd during life. As soon as the heart's action ceases, 
tlie arteries pour out no more, but the blood, so long as it 
is fluid, that ia from four to eight or ten hours, and the 
warmth of Hie body is retained, continues to drun from the 
divided veins and smaller veesela. The quantity thus lost 
is not very considerable, unless the veins implicated are 

The dressings (^ the wound, as observed at the flrtrt post- 
mortem examination, appear to have been : 1. A bandage 
extending around the neck'; 2. A compress laid over the 
closed lips of the cut; and 3. Some cotton-batting that had 
been placed in the wound. These, it is stated, were filled 
with blood. The interpretation at first given was that it 
was drainage from the vessels left full from suSbcation. but 
on ftirther consideration it was admitted that all the blood 
found there, and more, might have come from Ihe cranial 
cavity, expelled after the development of gases by decom- 
position. The circumstanoes which seemed to weigh as 
negatives upon the same question were : the entire empti- 
ness of the heart in all its cavities, the empty state of the 
large interna! blood-vessels, both arteries and veins, the 
entire absence of BtAtic congestion and cadaveric hvidity, 
as well as the unusual bloodlessness of ever^ viscus of the 
body, the lungs, and probably the brain, excepted. 

A circumstance already mentioned may weigh as evi- 
dence agunst the supposition that she'was suflbcated to 
death before her throat was cut, that is, the fact observed 
by one or more of the women (on laying out the body) 
that blood bubbles were noticed to rise out of the trachea. 
The trachea then was filled with frothy bkiod. This could 
hardly have been in the winter seaion, and within a few 
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hours of the death, had there not b«en breathing after the 
throat was cut, and alter the blood had entered the air- 

Another circumstance of i^at eignificance, was the 
eDtire absence of any marka oi violence upon the surface of 
the body, even the slightest, exceptjng always the fntnl 
wound. The suCTocation of infante ih easy, and is doubtless 
often effected without any marks that would lead even to 
the suspicion of murder. The same may be true of persons 
much enfeebled by disease or insensible from intoxication 
or narcotic drugs, but the case is rery different with adults 
and persons not enfeebled or poisoned. The examination 
of the records will probably fail to show a single case in 
which a mark or marks, considerable or slight, have not 
been left upon the body of such nersons. It may be the 
cartilage or the nose has been crushed, the larynx may have 
been broken ; there may be marks of the nails, or scratches 
npon tlie cheek; the upper lip may be ecchjmosed, and 
even tumefied ; and marKs of the fingers may be found 
upon the neck or face, or ecchymosts, more or less con- 
siderable, resulting from a struggle; upon almost any part 
of the body evideoce of bruises a&d ecchymosis; but that 
an adult of ordinary strength can be suffocated without 
leaving some mark, seems afmost impossible. The instance 
claimed as Utat most nearly free from such external eyi- 
dencea was that of Margery CampljeU, suffocated by Burke. 
"In her the features were rather more turgid than natural, 
the lips dark, conjuncLivEe much injected, a. little blood in 
the left cheek apparently from the nostrils; scarf-skin under 
the chin much roughened, and the skin brown and dry 
where denuded; tie hyoid bone and thyroid cartilage 
farther apart than natural by the stretching of the inter- 
posed ligaments." Thus when Prof. Christison stated that 
these circumstances wouid not of themselves alone justify 
the opinion that this woman was suffocated, he did not by 
any means say that there were no marks that might lead 
to the suspicion of suffocation. It must be further noted 
that no BCratches or marks of resistance of any kind were 
proved upon the person of the accused; and m this con- 
nexion, it is proper to say that no stain of blood was found 
OD his pereon or dothini, or anything that was in habitual 
use by him, the razor only excepted. 

The accused is slight in figure, exceeding in weirfjt that 
of his wife only by twenty-five or thirty pounds. The dis- 
parity of strength could not have been Tery coasiderable; 
It therefore may be fairly questioned whether he poascased 
the physical strength to accomplish homicide in this way. 

It is true Taylor remarks (p. 822), that " there are rarely 
any considerable marlts of violence externally," but he fur- 
ther states under the head of " Homicidal Suffocation" (p. 
827), " Hitherto the cases that have come before ourCourta 
of Law have been those of infanta and of the aged and in- 
firm, and persons enfeebled by illness;" and again (upon 
the same pi^), " Homicide by suffocation would not be 
attempted on healthy persons, unless they were in a state 
of intoxication, and thereby rendered defenceless. It is cer- 
tain that most individuals would have had it in their power, 
. unless greatly inc«^>acitated by disease or intoxication, to 
offer such a degree of resistance as would leave upon their 
persons indubitable evidences of murderous violence." 
AgwB (p. 830), " Certain trials which took place some years 
since, clearly prove that individuals in astate of intoxication 
or infirmity, have been murdered by smothering, for the 
sake of the money derived fhjm the sale of Uieir dead 
bodies. It will be suffloisnt to mention tlie trials of Burke 
and UcDougal in Edinburgh, and of Bishop and Williams 
in this metropoUs (London). The victims were commonly 
desiroyed by the murderer resting his whole weight upon 
the chest, so as V) prevent the motions of the ribs, and, at 
the some time, forcibly compressing the nostrils and mouth 
by bis hande to prevent the ingress of air." The case of 
Margerr Campbell, just referred to, illustrates the kind of 
extarnal evidenoee which this class of cases would be Ukely 
to furnish. 

A curious instance illnetntiDg the points here under con- 



sideration, isredtedbyCazauvieilh {Annaia d Hygune, xvi., 
p. 123). A man, twenty-nine years old, married at twenty- 
four, for three years gave no proof of conjugal affection, and 
then his wife only received once, in two or three yean^ 
some caresses ; later evnry sprinfj, he experienced insom- 
nolcncy, pain in the head and epigastrium, redness of tho 
face and sadness. He then often ^oke of death, and sud, 
" He would hang himself, but would strike a good blow 
before that." When in bed with hia wife, he would make 
very frequent atteropla to fitmngle her, seisiing her by the 
throat. If she disengaged one hand, ho persisted m his 
attempt with the other. Not able to accomplish his design, 
he would tear her fiesb. He renewed these efforts every 
spring for fifteen years. After a time there was less regu- 
larity in these excesses, but he became habitually irascibla, 
unkmd, and subject to exaltation of ideas. 

These statements and circumstances lead to the convic- 
tion that strangulation, under (he circumstances of this 
case, would not have been easily accomplished. 

Finally, nothing of the subpleural ecchymosis, regarded 
by Tardieu iL Bayard as characteristic of suffocation, was 
found in either post-mortem examination; nor was any 
bloody effusion found under the scalp or serous pericardium. 

There are other points in this case that have been inte- - 
resting to myself, which may perhaps be presented should 
the subject excite discussion, but I close the presentation of 
the case for the present, with the statement that this woman 
was habitually jealous of her husband to an extreme 
degree, and on two occasions, at least, had been insane. 
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(CoiMntud from Paqt IIT.) 

Case LXXXIII.— J;)qpfecy in □ N'ecmattu. 

Bridget Kearney, leL 35, 2d labor (1st easy), commenced 
in Bellevue Hospital, Nov, 7, 1861, at noon and terminated 
on the 9th at 10 a-m. Dr. Tedder, House Physician. 

In this case the second sta^ lasted eight hours and fifteen 
minutes, male still-born child, nine and a half pounds. 
The child's head remained stationary in the outiet so long 
that Dr. T. sent for Dr. Barker to deliver, but the child was 
dehvered by the unaided and powerful uterine contracliona 
just before his arrival. The child gasped three or four 
times, but could not be brought to life. I superintended tb« 

Cst-mortem, which was made by Dr. Lowel, with the fol- 
viUg result: — Great vascularity of brain, and effusion of 
currant^jelly-Uk% blood over the convex surface of both 
hemispheres near the posterior fontanelle. This effusion 
was not excessive. Each ventricle was filled throughout 
its whole extent with a clot which had not lacerated the 
brain tissue, while in the centre of the cerebellum was a clot 
the size of a small gooseberry. 

Case LXXXIV. — Suw>untWon of THymvi tn vtero. 

A woman entered Bellevua in the last month of preg- 
nancy, as she asserted, exliausted, and with symptoms refer- 
able to the nervous system, which subsequently proved to 
be chiefly hyateiical. Less than aweek before her confine- 
ment (which was in everr respect natural), I distinctly 
heard the foetal heart, which, however, could not be de- 
tected by Prof. Flint a few days subsequentlv. The child 
was still-bom, small in size, well proportioneo, without evi- 
dence of disease, and the epidermis only susceptible of being 
rubbed off between the shoulders, and there to a limited 
extent. The placenta and cord were normal. Microecofflc 
examination by Prof A. Flint, Jr. I superintended the 
post-mortem, which was carefully made by Dr. Cleaveland, 
and which furnished no cause for death, until I remembered 
that the thymus had not been examined. This, which was 
in every way natural in its external appearance, contained 
pus. The whole amount was about equal to a small salt- 
spoonful, and was examined microscopically by Dr. A. 
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Flint, Jr. The woiqbd bereelf preseDts no evidence or bia- 
tfjry of syphilis, though, of course, we are unable to ascer- 
tun whether ai^ paternal taint exlated. 

Cifli LXXXV.—PuerptrcU Mania.—Iklkvae Hotpital— 
Strvke of Dr. Oeo. T. EaioL—Heported by Franca R. Ly- 
man, il.D., Houu Physician. 

" U— ^ L , Dative of Ireland, «t 21, Bioglo. Admitted 

September 10,1861. Brought in by the police. From u 
womEin viho accompanied Ler the iblloivmg liistorj was 
obtained : — Patient, a robust, healthy Irish girl, was confined 
on the lat ineL, and afiera short labor wasdelivered of twins. 
The mother and children did ivelt until the 5th of Septem- 
ber, when she begnn to complain of pain in her head. This 
pain she steadily complained of until the 8lh, when, for the 
first time, she manifested syrnploms of delirium, becoming 
unusually talliative, and exhibiting a flow of spirits quite 
contrary to that which she had shown for some days pre- 
vious. The delirium became more violent, and on the DLlt 
she attempted to take the life of one of her children. When 
' she was admitted the delirium was so marked that she was 
taken to the cells. When first seen she preBcnted the fol- 
lowing symptoms : — Od entering the cells she was found 
walking the room, stopping at intervals, and staring with a 
fixed gaze at the ceiling. She waa constantly talking, call- 
ing her mother and otiier friends, repealing the same name 
in succe«sion many times wilh great rapidity. Her atlen- 
tioD was drawn for en instant as the cdl door opened, but 
she immediaicly turned to tlie wall aad continued her 
ravings. On being urged to go to bed she was afrwd of 
iojurr, and with the same breath cried out that " her child 
bad been kilted," repeating it as before. Her face waa 
flusbed: eyes bright and sparkling; surface hot and dry. 
Her pulse waa 120 and feeble in character. Abdomen 
flaccid. Uterus contracted, but lai^r tJian usual She 
refused to protrude her tongue, and did so only alWr being 
repeatedly told to dose her mouth. It was large, and 
coated with a white fur at the base. It was discovered 
that aha was flowing, and a va^nal examination showed 
the OS uteri to be patulous and dilated to the use of a quar- 
ter dollar. She was flowing very little, but it was constant, 
The vagina was o( normal temperature and baiJied with mu- 
cus. An attempt to give ber aourisbment was resisted by 
her with all her strength, and itwasonlv given by prying 
open her clenched jaws. In this way she took some beef 
tea, with wine Sss. She was ordered wine Jes. every 
thre^ hours. Morph. liq. soL in connexion with tr. ergo- 
tte J ii. every four hours. She was to iiave a pill, "EsX. 
colocynth. co. gra. v. ; ol. tiglii gtt, j. ; M. 



Sept. 11.— Pulse 100. Patient is in same condition. 
Has not slept any. Nurse was unable to give her the pilL 
Ordered an enema. Not having passed any urine a cathe- 
ter was .used and three pints drawn. The flow continues, 
and her vagina has been filled with ice, and the dose of 
enrot doubled. An examinalioaof her urine wilh heat and 
NO. gave no precipiUte. Sp. g. 1020. 

9 P.M. — False 9Ek Bowels have been opened freely ance 
last visit. Offers less resistance to taking her stimulants, 
etc., Uiough occasionally force has to be used. Uorph. a. 
liq. to be given every four hours until ahe sleeps. 

12 H. — Pulse 90. Same condition. Wide awake and 
incessantly talking. 

Sept. 13, 8 jlm.— Pulse 80. Patient pev more quiet 
towwds tnoming and slept an hour. Has had since last 
night wine \m. every two hours. Bowels open, passes 
h« urine freely, 

7 r.iL — Patient is still delirious, but more quiet Has 
slept a Uttle at intervals during the day. Pulse 72. 

SepL 14.— Patient riept several hours during the night 
Pulse 60, Tongue large, slightly coated. Mind clear. Gon- 
firma the history already obtMned in every particular — savs 
" that she had sent for the latiicr of her children and he 



could not be found," which preyed upon her mind for some 
days before she lost her cousciousncsa. 

Sept. 16.— Pulse 60. 

Sept 16. — Pulse 52 ; regular good force. 

Oct. 1. — From the dote of last report the patient con- 
tinued to improve. Her pulse continued slow for some 
days ; it kept for three days at 48. She was transferred to 
ward 24 female, and was convalescent To-day when 
coming through the ward she was found, in a hysterical 
convulsion. An enema was administered, bowels opened, 
and slie Roon regiuned her consciousness, or at least showed 
that she had not lost it Her urine was examined again, it 
was a pale yellow color, almost colorless, sp. g. 1010. Heat 
and NOi failed to give any precipitate. 

Oct 31. — Patient has been under observation since last 
date. Her treatment has been tonic, with souie asafoetida 
to allay nervous irritability. She has taken fern lactat in 
an infus. gent co. As her health has improved lier bvs- 
t^rical convulsions have lessened in frequency, and she nu 
not had any for some days. She is apparently perfectly 
well in body and mind. 



^rporis flf fospitals. 

NUESEBT AND CHILD'S HOSPITAL. 

J, LKWIS SMITH, M.D., CtJBATOB. 
BBPORT OH DIPHTHERIA. 

DiPtiTnERiA, which has been so much dreaded in New 
York during the past two or three years, and has been the 
subject of so mut^ talk both in professional and non-profes- 
sional circles, has not prevailed to any considerable extent 
in the hospital. Isolated cases have occasionally oecurred, 
in whicli symptoms and lesions showed the dlphtheritlo 
nature of that disease ; and other coses in which it is doubt- 
ful whether the complaint might not have been croup, or 
scarlet-fever, with suppressed rash. The following cases 
of diphtheria present some fcaturea of interest : — 

Case 1. — J. W., male, aged 6 months, waa admitted into 
the Hospital, Oct 20, 1859. His dejections were frequent 
and ofiensive, but were finally checked by opiate and alka- 
line remedies. On the 23d of Nov., the attention of tl)e 
physician was again directed to him, when his faucea were 
found covered in every part with false membrane ; his 
bowels were again loose, deglutition difficult, and respira- 
tion somewhat lalx>red. He was given potaa. chloraL gr. 
iv. every four hours, wine whey, and beef-tea. He conti- 
nued to fail, and died of exhaustion on the 29th day of 
November, There was no cough during his sickness. 

Sectio tadaverii, 24 hours aller death: Body much emaciat- 
ed ; a diphtheritic deposit covered llie buees, nnd extended 
into tlte larynx nearly to the rima glottldis ; Iraclioa, bron- 
cihial tubes, lungs, ana oesopha^ius healthy ; a portion of both 
lungs bad on ashen hue. which, under the microscope, ap- . 
peifed to be due to altered blood discs ; foramen ovale 
closed; left ventricle firmly contracted; liver of healthy 
^pearance, weighing Jviss.; stomach and small intestines 
healthy, with the exception of slight vascular patches in 
the latter { mucous membrane ot the colon thickened, 
vascular, and ulcerated ; mesenteric glands moderately 
enlarged, and of a lighter color than natural ; the kidneys, 
examined under tlie microscope, appeared to be healthy. 

This case shows how insidiouBly diphtheriamay approach. 
There was no cough to announce the disease, aa in croup. 
The lassitude, fever, and difficulty in swallifwing, directed 
attention to the throat, when diphtheria was discovered fully 
developed. The dysphagia accompanying diphtheria, is no 
doubt generally due to inflammation of the throat, and was 
so probably in this case, but it sometimes appeara to result 
■from paralysis of ilie mu»des of deglutition. A nursing 
inikit, not tar bom the hospital, did not recover llie full 
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power of BwaUowJngf for Ecvcral montha alYer tlie attack, 
and long after (he inflaramatioD bad subsided. 

Tbe colitis, in ihb case, appeared to be independent of 
the diphtheria, aa there was no p!>eudo-n]crnbrane in (he 
colon ; and the ulceration rendered it probable tiiat the 
inflammaUon was of conaderable duration, perliaps dating 
iMck to the loofienesa in October. 

Case 2.— D. A, H., ict. 17 months, wsb admitted into the 
Hospital, OcL 6, 1859, emaciated, and with diarrhcea, pro- 
bably the result of the ' summer complain^' The diarrncea 
continued at mtervals, through life, and he had conaderable 
cough. On the 8th of December, tlie respiration becoming 
embarrassed, he viaa carefully examined, end diphtheritic 
patches were found in the mouth, and upon the fauces. The 
throat was washed with a solution of nitrate of stiver, tliirty 
grnns to the ounce ; four grains of chlorate of potash were 
given, every four hours, with the liberal use of beef lea and 
wine. He continued to fhil, and died of exlmustion on the 

loth. 

'Sfrlhtadavrris,onihell\i>: Body much emaciated- rigor 
mortis slight ; the diphtheritic deposit covers the fauces, 
epiglottis, glottis, to tne rima glottidis, the entire (esopha- 
gus, and almost the entire stomach; the mucous surface 
underneath was infected ; that of tlie ccsoplingus and sto- 
mach, especially, was very vascular, softened and thick- 
ened ; there were pleuritic adhesions, apparently, of conai- 
dcrablc standing at the apex of the left lung; on the riglit 
side the middle lobe was solid, non -crepitant, and not sus- 
ceptible of inflation; lower portion of tie upper lobe, on 
the left side, was in a similar condition ; other portions of 
the lungs healtiiy ; foramen ovale still open; liver ol' healthy 
appearance, weight Jxiijsa.; kidneys healthy; Peyers 
patches injected ; and in other places, the mucous surface 
of the intestines was moderately vascular and tiiickcned. 

The deposit taken from the epiglottis, examined under 
the microscope, presented an amorphous appearance; no 
cells were noticed in it ; that in the stomach was found to 
consistj almost entirely of cells, no doubt the plastic corpus- 
cles of some writers, the pyoid of others; no fibrillation 
was observed. 

It is well known that death in dipthiheria usually occurs 
from exhaustion, but in many cases untoward circumstances 
conspire with the depressing nature of the disease to pro- 
■duce the fatal result. In two instances, I have known 
hiemorrhage from the nostrils and mouth, to be followed 
quickly by death. In the above case, the unfavorable cir- 
cumstance was the seat of the deposit ; the function of 
the stomach was almost entirely lost by the thick mem- 
brane which covered its follicles. 

The deposit in diphtheria is sdd to be identical with that 
in croup. It appears to me to be more friable— ^morc cel- 
lular and less flbrillated— than in most cases of croup. In 
aever^ instances I have found the deposit to consist almost 
entirely of plastic cells, aa in the above case. 



DiPttTBERiTic PARALT319. — U. Roger has investigated the 
history of the numerous cases of diphtherite which have 
occurred during 1861, in the Children's Hospital, at Paris, 
lor the purpose of ascertaining the relation of paralysis to 
this affection. Of 2tO cases thus observed, paralytic acci- 
dents have appeared in 31, or in about one-seventh of the 
whole number. But, as many of the patients are removed 
from the hospital before the period of paralysis arrive^ and 
aa many also die early of the diphthentis, the proportion is 
probably much greater; in (act, about one-Iouith. M. 
Bogcr also found that secondary paralysis is rare after other 
acute maladies. Diphtheritic paralysis appeared most fro- 

SlueuUy between the ages of four and six ; 21 times in the 
emale, and 17 in the mole sex. The season of the year 
did not appear to have any influence over it. The paraly- 
ua almost always began at the pharynx and soft palate ; in 
2 oat of 10 cases, the paralysis reached the lower Umbs. — 
Brit. Med. Jour. 
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OF DR. FORDTCE BARKERS FAFER OH THE I;SB Or 
AK.£STnETlCS IN UIOWIFEBT. 

{potUinutd/rompagt BI.) 

Dr. B.'tsKiB, in closing the disoussion, very briefly alluded 
to the points referred to by previous epeakera : — I have 
long thought that there is a field for future investigation in 
regard to the difference in the effects of the two ansiBthe- 
tic ^nts, tiie sulphuric ether and chloroform, and that we 
may be able in the future to ascertain the laws which 
should guide us in one class of cases to select the one, and 
in another class, the other agent. That there is a dedded 
difierence between them in their effects in produdog anset- 
thesia. must, I think, be apparenlto all who have had much 
experience in their use. I will mention, in illustration of 
these points, four distinct facts that I have observed. 

1st, At a very early period after the discovery of ansss- 
thesio. I was called to see a stout, muscular, laboring man, 
who nad a dislocation of the shoulder. It waa ten or 
twelve daysaftcr the accident had occurred, and the caae had 
been, by his former attendant, mistaken for and treated aa 
rheumatism. The tegumentary coverings of the shoulder 
were excoriated and very sensitive Irom the application 
which had been made to relieve the supposed riieum&tism, 
on account of which it can readily be believed that the re- 
quisite manipulation for reducing the dislocation would 
have been almc^t out of the question. It struck me that 
this would be an excellent opportunity for testing the 
olleged new discovery. I there&re sent for Dr. Allen, aa 
excellent dentist, now of this city, but then residing in tb« 
same town with myself^ who had purchased the right to use 
the letheon, as it was then called. I bad already seen bim 
use it once with success in the extraction of teeth. I was, 
therefore, not so much surprised by the complete amoathe- 
sia induced, as by the wonderfiil ease with which I reduced 
this dislocation, which had existed so many days in a very 
muscular man. The muscular relaxation was complete. 
Some two years after, when chloroform had come in uae, I 
was called to another case of didocation of the shoulder, 
but in this case, although the chloroform produced mo^ 
perfect aniesthesia, I was greatiy disappointed by the absence 
of the muscular relaxation which had so much facilitated 
tiie reduction in the former case. 

2d. It has happened to me several times to meet with 
difBculty when administering chloroform for dental opera- 
tions, in getting the mouth open for the operator, after 
aniesthesia has Deen induced. About four years since, "I 
waa requested to administer the chloroform to a very ner- 
vous lady who was to have the stnmps of eleven teeth ex- 
tracted. She had come to the city to have a complete aet 
of teeth inserted. She was a bad subject for coming under 
the influence of chloroform, and when complete anesthesJA 
was produced, we found it impossible to get her mouth 
open- As it was not posMble, from the extreme nervous- 
ness, to operate when she was only partially under the in- 
fluence of the ansethetic, wo were obliged to give up for 
that day the proposed operations. Some days after,' I 
administered the sulphuric ether to this lady audceesfuUy in 
every respect 

From Uie facta I have just mentioned, I have been dis- 
posed to come to a.different concluuon from m^ friend Dr. 



Peaslee, and to ask myself whether in the rigidity of ti 
perineum and of the cervix uteri, the ether would not be 
the preferable anesthetic. But I have not yet tested the 



queation practicaUy. 
, 3d. I am convinced from practical experience that ether 
does not control convulsions in the same bapfij way ai 
does chloroform. In the early daysjjf-anssalhesih I made 
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use of ether in three cmcb of puerperal convulajona, and I 
decided from its effect in tbeee eases never to use it for this 
purpose again. Now, I hardly need to say flial I look upon 
chtorofonn as otif^ of our most valuable adjuncts in the 



show that there ie some marked diQ'urencc bctn 
antetidieCic properties of the tno agent& In the 
of 1860, 1 had as a patient, n lady at Newport, who siifturcd 
from the moat violent attacks of that lorm of neuralgia of 
a hranch of Uie fifth pair of nerves, usually denominated 
tie douloweux, that I have ever seen. Alter having ex- 
hausted all my resources ia neuralgic remedies for the relief 
of the paroiyams (they occurred at the menstrual period, 
but menstruation was suspended), I used chloroform, Induc- 
ing perfect antestheaia, but without the least beDcRt. While 
fiiUv under lis influence for more tlian two hour?, her face 
still expressed the most intense agony, and alter llie effect 
of the chloroform had passed off, she was in no degree re- 
lieved. Ia a subsequent attack aAer my return to the eity, 
die was visited by Dr. King, of Newport, who adniinistered 
the ether, which perfectly £Tested the paroxysm. She was 
in this eity when the next paroxysm returned. I was 
naturally somewhat sceptical in receiving her account as to 
the different effects of the two agents, and I again tried 
most thoroughly the chloroform, keeping her fully undO' its 
influence quite two hours, but without success in giving 
any relie£ I then determined to lest the matter by the 
trial of ether, after the effects of the chloroform had en- 
tirely passed off, I therefore sent for Squibb's pure sul- 
phuric ether, and although its first inhalation was very dis- 
agreeable and unpleasant in its effects upon her, yet when 
complete aneesthesia was induced, the pain was so perfectly 
relieved that she slept the remainder of the night, some 
seven or eight hours, and there via no recurrence of the 
paroxysm. 

These four distinct clasEes of cases involve four distinct 
principles, and they, with others less striking which I might 
mention, if time would permit, lead me to believe that we 
shall yet discover, in the progress of science, laws which 
should govern us in selecting in one class of oases the one, 
and in another class of cases the other amesthetic agent I 
do not mean to be an enthusiast or partisan for chloroform, 
but so far as I am at present informed, I still beheve that it 
is generally the preferable anesthetic agent in obstetric 
practice. 

Dr. Babkkr then replied to the inquiry of Dr. White, 
■whether the administration of chloroform was admissible in 
cases of midwifery, where organic disease of the heart, 
lungs, or kidney existed. In his opinion, the existence of 
these diseases was often an additional reason fur resorting 
lo anfestheda in midwifery, as the vital forces during labor 
were saved rather than eznausted by the antesthetic Dr. 
B. also referred to a very important point, made on a pre- 
■rtous evening by Dr. Qriscom, via. as to the precise degree 
of ansEthe^a requinte in obstetnes. In his practice, he 
had endeavored from observation to establish some general 
laws which should guide him in this particular, but lie (Dr. 
B.) bad become convinced that each individual patient must 
furnish individual laws as to this indication. A man of tact 
uid experience would, af\er his patient bad inhaled chloro- 
form (or five minutee, detect tne individual peculiarities 
which should govern him In this particular. Dr. B. was 
greatly surprised by the statement of his friend and col- 
league, Dr. Taylor, that his impression was that the mortal- 
ity of mothers had increased since the use of antEsthetics 
in midwifery. Vague, indeliuite impressions could have 
but little value in scientific argument, where podtive statis- 
tics were in question. Why, the report of the registrar- 
general of England shows that in the year 1847, the birth 
of every ten thousand living children was the death of Mxty 
mothers; whereas in 1857 it was only fatal to forty-two, 
and the decrease in mortality was regularly progressive. 
On the spur of the moment, without having at hand the 
exact BtatisUc^ he asserted that he had carefully studied 



'. exhibited also a progressive decrease in maternal mor- 
Inlily. lie did not ascribe this decrease solely lo the use 
of anicathelics in midwifery, hut he believed that it had 
contributed essentially to this end. 

As regards the danger from the use of chloroform in 
midwifery, he would again reiterate his statement that there 
was not a single well-authenticated case reported where 
death had occurred when the agent had been administered 
by a medical man. In the first case quoted by Dr. Wat- 
son, according to tlie report, the patient herself took the 
chloroform contrary to Ihe advice of her physicians. 2d, 
She did not die unlit twelve hours after she had ceased to 
inhale the chloroform. 3d. The symplotDS preceding }ier 
death, as reported, arc not at all like tJiose where chloro- 
form has been alleged as the cause of death. 4lb. They 
are just tlic symptouis of fatal collapse from rupture of the 
uterus, and the antecedent history confirms this theory. . I 
can find plenty of analogous cases where no chloroform 
bad been used. There was no post-mortem examina- 
tion, and therefore we cannot say positively that the death 
came from this cause. As to the other cases quoted by Dr. 
Watson where the patient did not die, it may be admitted 
that dangerous symptoms arose from an excess of the 
^ent. It is unnecessary to discuss thi?, as, like many other 
efficient agents in medicine, it may be given to such excess 
as to cause death. This is a point no one disputes. 

The Academy then adjourned. 
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AniR the reading andapprovalof the minutes of the pre- 
vious meeting, Dr. 0. WniTK, of New York, called up from 
the table the resolution offered by the Oneida Co. Medical 
Society, relative to the appointment of homoBopathic sur- 
geons to tlie army. 

Dn. Qaiihish then presented the resolutions adopted by 
the New York Academy of Medicine upon the same sub- 
ject, which have been already published in the Times. Some 
discussion took place in reference to the adoption of tlie 
resolutions as Ihe sense of the Society, and finally on 
motion of Dr. Coatkb, it was resolved that a committee of 
three be appointed to take into consideration the subject, 
and report at the next meeting. 

Tlie committee was constituted of Dra, Coatcs, Town- 
send, and Squibb. 

Dr. E. R. SaniBB, of Brooklyn, in the absence of Dr. P. 
H. Hamilion, chwrman, read an elaborate report from the 
special committee upon the V. S. Drug Law, with a brief 
history of the movement subsequent to the adjournment 
of said committee. He also read a report of bis own 
duties as the repreaenlative of the Society in the committee 
of revision and publication of the U. S. Pharmacopoeia. 

Dr. S. D. Willabd presented a paper entitled, Conserva- 
tive Surgery, with a list of surgeons and asBistant-surgeona 
of the volunteer army of New York, their age, where gra- 
duated, what year, what sen-ioe seen, when appointed, and 
where promoted. 

nnicAL pBOvraioN fob railroads. 

Dr. Edmubd Arnolu, of Yonkers, next read an interest- 
ing, elaborate, and practical paper "on the medicol provi- 
sion for railroads, as a humanitarian measure, as well as a 
source of economy to companies," Afler citing cases of 
various classes, and showing the loss of life arising from the 
neglect of such previous provision, he det<dled his plans for 
supplying it, much of which we have already given lo our 
readers. As on many lines, however, stations, and flag 
Btatioos ore fir apart and appliances would be too far 
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oC, he nlw detailed provisiotis to be carried in the care 
themselve?. Wilhin the last few d^ys Dr. Arnold had 
h*»rd that a measuru hail actunllj been prepared to p) 
before Ito Lcpislature wich the consent of most of the rail- 
road compnniea of the Stale, of which the medical provi- 
BJon forms an essential feature, and of which we may give 
an abstract in a future number. 
Ds. Mabom, of Kings co., presented the following; — 

m«r«at. OH tha principle of oeirpTfurtfttlon luinf the Ant liw of 
aiUJTO, It u lh« paiunoant duty or the Si«t« In promols bj nil poBOible 
mcoiit tbfl ptTBarvnllDii ot tb* hcftttta ard llft» oT Ihi people, uid their pt^ 
t«tlan (fnimt the uukb of dieosw nhlch coiUniull}' BDrroDnd Ihem, 
enpedivllT la eotmeiloD with tlip tonillrliiutt uf elvllEEUfna, and whentB, In 
Uie optnlan of tlili Mclclf, tba 1ks:Ui livi of tlila £tala hme not kept 

fWi U enforce mu^ w'tll knowo mniia by whlcta dlscoie u^deiUi Mr 
be Merted, end longevltif and pupnlntLnn Ibcreased, Ihrr.'Tore 
A«Djr«f,Tbiillbe bin Daw Wore llie Lceliletiin. knowDUUw Metro- 

C- IMB lieBllhl<llI,ineeuvjtlithe amll>] aiipniTal of tbo SliU MeilioJ 
itr. u 1 infuare whicb. tboaxb psrtld In lie npnllontlon to one hc 
tloD of Ibo State. Ii a Bte[> la tbc rl^lit direction, ud aboulil be enacted Into 

Hsnolvetf, 1'bat tbo Aireftolng preamble and reaolutlon be anlhentlokled 
br tbeoffioBnorUiltSucti^lyaiidtniunilttedtatbetwolJoaBcaorLeglals- 

The resolutions were warmly supported by Drs, Griscom, 
Uason, Taylor, and others, and were finally adopted. 

Dh. HnTtjiiisoN, of Kings CO., rend a paper on " Disloca- 
tion into the Ischiatic Notch, with Autopsy," which illus- 
trated the precticability of Rcid's method of reduction. 

Dh, Downs, of New Yorfcj followed with the synopsis of 
a case of peritoniti», occuriing in a child, in which large 
doses of morphine were used in the trcalaient, 

Dn, Brihsnavk, of Troy, offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted ; — 



Drs. Brinsmade, Seymour, Griscom, Hun and Uaeon, 
were appointed on the said Committee. 



Dr. M. M. MxRsn (Onondaga) presented a specimen of 
cirrhosis of the liver. The patient vomited during eighteen 
hours more than nine pints of blood, and after the lapse of 
four days ogain vomited eighteen and a half ounces of tlie 
same fluid. Autopsy revealed a Boflened condition of the 
vessels of the duodenum, "hob-nailed" liver, and enlarged 
spleen. The spleen was double, eucii separate orcan being 
■upplied by a branch of the splcuic artery, and being made 
perlectly distinct from each other by a membrane between ; 
one was directly over the other. 

Db. Fuikell slated that in over one thousand post-mor- 
tem examinations made by him, he had not met with a 
condition of the spleen similar to that described bv Dr. 
Marsh, where the organs were placed in such relation to 
each other with a membrane intervening. He had, how- 
ever, not uncommonly seen a series of spleens in the same 
subject, each supplied by a distinct arterial twig. In refer- 
ence lo the cause of death, he could call to mind two cases 
presented bv him to the N, Y. Pathological Society, where 
death from tucmalemesis was simply the result ofcirrfaons 
of the liver. Both these patienis were youn^ females. He 
also stated thai the amount of blood lost m the case was 
an interesting fact to note. 

Db. Haht (Brooklyn) having frequently had occasion to 
notice the concurrence of enlarged spleen with cirrhosis, 
asked if such was always the case. 

Db. FwHBLi. replied in the negative. 

Dr. Garribh staled that he had frequently met with a 
normal spleen in cirrhosis. 

The Society then otyourned to meet at 3 P.Jt 



The minutes of the morning were read and approved. 
Db. Van Hcbvenboroh of Ulster, read the following:— 

Sturhtd, That a Commltm of Btb Im appolnteil bj the Chilr to aei 
Dt. Pi«rr, ebalnnan of the tienaig Oommltlee on UedlEal SocleUn.ii 
alau the Ucdleal CotnmlttM of the Uouk, ud iuqaire (be proTUoui s 
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lopmihk Medlral Sodit]', and report 
Tj In Ike pcenilKg, 

Adopted, and Drs. Vanderpoel, Bissell, Blatchford, Bate^ 
and Tavlor, were appointed stieh Committee. 

Dr. SnHAnr (N. Y.) ofTered a preamble and resolution 
relative to the medical provisioti for railroads, as advocated 
in the piapcr read by Dr. Arnold during the morning 
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aeeliloDta, uul vtiereaa the rflbru of mvdl 

deElrible that tome batter proTlt[i>n phnni 

that ■ iKr^^apd onnprrheHlTe lontnn'li iL 
Le(talalnre of Ifala stale, irfwblrh piopor nicdli 
fiirma nn rncntlal fcataie, tbrrt(br« br It 
Jtetoleid, That a Commlttre be nppalnted 



Dr. E. Harris (N. Y.), oh Chairman of a Commiltea on 
the Medical Topography of the State, sent a communication 
reporting progress. 

Dr. Blatchford announced that the New Jersey Stota 
Medical Society desired the appointment of a delegate to 
the N. Y. Stale Society, and mored that six delegates bo ' 
named to all^^nd the next .innual meeting of that Society, 
which would he held in Jersey City. , 



Dr. John Swinhcrne, of Albany, read an elaborate paper 
treating of the medico-legal points in the celebrated Budge 
case. He gave at groat length his reasons for supposiiig it 
to be a case of murder instead of suicide, and in concluHion 
read corroborative letters from Gfoghchan, Taylor, Mott, 
Grose, nnd othets. 

Dr. Sqpibb, from the committee to which was referred 
the resolutions of the Oneida Co. Medical Society, and the 
N. T. Academy of Medicine, upon the subject of remon- 
strating against llie introduction of Homoeopathy into the 
Army, reported that the Sodoty sliouid earnestly endorse 
the object of these resolutions, but advised that all unneces- 
sary action Uiat might be construed into persecution bo 
avoided^ that the committee felt satisfied that the Govern- 
ment will take no step so disostrous, so revolutionary, and 
so expensive, as the one of introducing any forms of char- 
latanry into the Army. 

Dr. J. M. MisoR, Kings co,, read a description of a new 
instrument for the treatment of stricture of the urethra, 
and Dr. J. H. Btiroe, Kings eo., followed with an account 
of important modificalions made in the instrument, for a 
similar purpose, presented by him at tlio laat annttat meet- 
ing. 

The Society then adjourned to meet in the Assembly 
chamber, at 7^ p.m., to listen to the President's address. 

WEDHESDAT. — EVEKINO SESSIOH. 

The meeting being called to order bv the Secretary, the 
President, Dr, E. H. Parker, delivered his annual address. 
He chose for his subject the dignity of tlio Profession, ond 
discoursed upon the various ennobling and distinctive quali- 
fications of tlie physician. Tbe whole wai^ treated of in an 
exceedingly hef>py manner, and called forth from the assem- 
bled audience the most profound attention. We regret our 
inability at present to give an abstract of his remarks, but 
hope to do so on a future occasion. 

Dr. Kendall presented a resolution of thanks for the 
address, accompanied witli a request for its publication. 
The Society tlien adjourned to meet at 9 a. m., on Thurs- 
day. The further entertainment of the evening was left 
to Sui^eon-General Vanderpoel and Dr. Swinburne, who 
receivKl the members in turn at their respective residences. 

THCRflDAr.— MORSINO SESSION, 

The Society woa called to order by (he Preadent, E. H. 
Farkbr, and the minutes were read and approved. 
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Da. Jab. V. Kendall, oa cliaimian of the 
the iDtroductory aildrcss of llie Fresideiil, made a report in 
• series of resolutJoas. complimenlary to the Surgeons at 
Bull Itun, and those who would not accept parole. 

He also prescDled the following. 

VIM-tai ID rnacmtiible but o1!-itI» Prorlilisiico hg> B«n Ht tin« lh« 






iBl'lT 



tvf lh<f 



.-.- jdoii, It 

tlM aocktr ■" •uJunuilr ungbt Uie gcriptanl l«Bon, ibt 
IB bli IHMtli)^" th.ll llff^ hiillh, nnd ill tbctr coBAmil 
ittpendiDI upon tlia <rlll uf out Suprame Kilter: mill tbi 
baw labmlHlTalr lo hU vlll, miul Iuts uiir wnrt dunr, > 

Bmolvti. TbBt Id tU Jecws of onr bruLbcr, tbli Sml 

bud! ud nithei«.iuid thecammdnliTlii vhlch be Jlird. 

Saoirni.lbiiX tbiil^Klely eilL-nA mi Eipn'iulun at I 
tlou be Mnt IbFm bf the seervtaiy of Ibli SudeLf. 



The commilteo on noniin:itiona tliun made tJic foHowiDg 
report, which w.is ado]itc(i : for I'raidtnl, Thomas Ilun, of 
Albaov : Vke-Praidtnl, D. P. Bissetl, of Utii'a; Secretary, 
S. D. Willard, of Albany ; Ti-craurer, J. V. P. Quackenbush, 
of Atbanj ; C"mmiUtit on PubUcationt, Tliomns Hun, S. D. 
Willard, and Hosvard Townscnd; for C'aaort, Sotttlmti 
District, W. Govan, Joel Foster, and E. Harria; Hulmi 
Diitria B. P. ataals, J. W. Blatchfoid, and P. McNoiigh- 
lon; J/itWfc District, J. S. Sprague, C. B. Coventry, and A. 
P. Doolitcle; ll'wfent District, Alex. Thompton, II, W. 
Dean, and K Hall. 

Bit. SiinADT, aa chairniaa of the committee to report ou 
the medical provision for railroads, oflered the following 
for adoption ; — 

Whereat, TblB SvdctT lua beard tbnt ■ m«Hire la atioDl being Intro. 

iin)(1ilunrurr*llrmlt.iind wbrivu webellure Ibat mucb ki« ufllfe ud 
limb reMlU IWhh nut of aucta (iruTlalun. therrftin, 
BttoUed, Tbil we bull wllta intlet^iiuD Ihe Intnidniitloii ol laj plua 

AhdjmiI. Tbat a isofy of (be tunniAng b* fiinrardsd to Benitor Bmlth, 
of Klii£S connly, tbe Ktntleman wlw lud gtvon nodoe lo tin Svlwto of the 
tntrudbctJoii of wch n iDcnegro. 

The following papers were next read. By Dr. Bdrge, 
Kings CO., " A new instrument for removing loreign bodies 
from trachea and oesophagus;" Dr. Blv, Rochester, "On 
proper points for ampulatiori," 

Db. Quackenbush, Albany, in behalf of Dr. Van Dyck, 
exhibited a specimen of monstrosity, and remarked upon a 
peculiarity which existed in i\a formation, viz. that llio 
thoracic and abdominal viscera were external to the body. 
The cord was litilo over two inches in lengtli. ITie mon- 
ster was the product of an abortion in a young unmarried 

Dr. Lbz, Peekskill, cave a description of a new field 
toiirniquot, devised by Dr. Lambert. 

Dr. tSwiHBUHNE exhibited a patient upon whom he had 
some time since perfoimed the operation of exsectioo of tlie 
hip-joint. • 

The following resolutions were in turn oflered and 
adopted. 

Dr. WmTK, N. T. :— 

Setoltie't, That tbe Ihanka of the Suto 
lU aeoreUrr, Dr. S. V. Willard. for tbe libo 

Dr. LtK, Peekskill :— 

B4toitei, ThM ■ «aniDiltl« of tbreo be •ppointcd to comHre (be coda 
(.f clhio adopted br tbie aoclttjr in 1^ with tbu of tbe Aoieriun Uedl. 
cat AawclatluD, and pnnaBt the rerlied cop)' to the tvtnUrj at Vn next 

Dr. Iiee, Minor, and Townsend, were appointed. 
Da. Co ATM :— 

Whtrta*, It bevonwa u as depandanl Bpon the All-irU* BclDC tot (old- 

Hetoltitd, ThM heiMfler tbe prueeedlnfn of onr anBIIil meellTiE b« 
Inaugunted with prajer ftnd Ibat tbe lecrelvy be requeited to Inrlta 
tha altaDdinoa at Mma eiergyniui to act aa ebaidalB. 

After the passage of a vote of thanks to Dra S. Oakley, 
Tandcrpoel, and J. Swinburne, the Society adjourned *tn« 
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RELATION OF THE SANITARY CONDITION OF 
NEW YORK TO THE COUNTRY. 

Tub country papers eoiilnin noliees of tlie extensive prevj- 
leuce of suinll-poi in diDcrcnt parts of this and adjoining 
States, as proved by the frequency of finger boards posted 
along the highways, blaioned with (he horrifying capitals 
" Shall-poz here," and a significant hand pointing to 
some unfortunate habitation. It is imposaible to descriira 
the panic with which the inhabitants of country towns are 
stricken when this loathsome disease alUcks its first victim 
among them. AVe have seen families quarantined, streets 
closed, and even whole villages fhut out from communica- 
tion with the surrounding country, by notices posted on 
the road? announcing that there was a care of amall-poz 
in the town. But a year or two since, an unfortunate citi- 
zen of a populous and very intelligent community in the 
interior of this State, contracted Rmall-pox in hb visit to 
Uie city. On the first rumor of the nature of Us disease, 
the burghers held a meeting, and appointed a Board of 
Health, consisting of the four phyeicions of the place, 
whom llii-y deputed to remove the sick man to a distant 
wood, and watch over him through his illness. The Board 
attempted tocarry out their instructions, but no cilJzen would 
allow his horse and wagon to be used for such a purpose, 
lest he should contract this disease ; for Uie same reason 
many otijcctcd to giving bed-clothes, tliough they were tiot 
to be returned; but one citizen, more public-s[)irited and 
fearless than his neighbots, volunteered to furnish straw, 
provided the members of the Board of Health would not 
come to his bam, but would take it where be should leave 
it 'at a distance, on the highway. 

It may be safely stated, that every case of small-pox in 
a country town costs, in derange'ment of business simply, 
more money thnn is aunually expended upon its pviHo 
school. If we add to ibis pecuniary loss, the feverish exdte- 
ment of popular apprehension, and the sufferiDgs and pro- 
bable death of the victim from wont of proper nursing, wa 
may but indiGferently estimate tlie cost to the country of 
the general prevalence of small-pox. 

But whence arises Ihe fmall-pox irf country towns? 
We should not be wide of the truth in nine cases in ten, if 
at the other extremity of the finger-board which indicates 
the locality of the disease, we should place another hand, 
pointing New York-ward, aa the source from which ema- 
nated the dreaded pestilence. During the past summer llia 
deaths from smoll-pox in this city rose to thirty per week. 
New York thus supplies the country, to an extent no one 
can determine, with tbe seecjs of contagious, infectioua, and 
epidemic diseases. Says a recent Providence (R I.) paper: 
" Xine-taiPis of the smtUl-posc in this city comes from Ktw 
York, ThcrearenowcasesofvorioitndonFriendflhipBtreet, 
TranMt street, and on Smith's Hill, all within a few dv». 
and afl coming from New York." What is true of Prori- 
dcnce is true of nearly every dty and town in the country, 
where this disease prevails. In four a4)>cent counties in 
cenlfal.New York, we have rcceuUy learned of the trwu- 
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pUnUtiOD of Uiis disease direct irom New York. But per- 
haps the most striking and mclancliol; illuEtralion of the 
power of a great commcrctal centre to disseminate far and 
wide contagious diseases, is seen in the breaking out of 
small-pox in nearly every regiment of eoldiera which 
passed through this city to the seat of war. Who can 
estimate the suBering and death that have resulted from ihis 

What conclusion is to be drawn fiom these facts? Mani- 
festly this, that New York ought, for the safety of the 
eouncrv, as well as for its own welfare, to be placed under 
the most rigid sanitary government. It should hnt'e an 
intelligent Board of Health, whose jurisdiction should 
extend over New York, Eiugs, ted Richmond counties, all 
of which lie contiguous, uid embrace quarantine, and 
every possible source of disease; its executive officers in 
each ward and town should bo medical men, whose duty 
should be to seek out nod know every plague-spot in tliis 
area ; it should have power to improve the homes of the 
poor; to remove nuisances; to keep the streets free from 
putrifying material ; in a word, with power to place this 
entire district under tliorough and constant sanitary inspec- 
tion. Can any sune person doubt, that under suchahealth 
organization, the public health of this entire district would 
be greatly improved, and thereby the country be protected 
to a considerable extent, from communicable dlscasea? 
We believe not 

Impressed with these views the ciiiiena of New York, 
Kings, and Richmond counties, are making strenuous efforts 
to obtMn the passage of a Health Bill through the present 
Legi^ture, which shall enable them to improve the sani- 
tary condition of this area, by removing the preventable 
diaeasea, and efiectually controlling tlie epidemics and 
endemics which may arise therein. Under the present 
rule of ignorant and corrupt politicians, this city expends 
directly and indirectly nearly half a million of dollars for 
heaJtb purposes, not on* doSar of which is intelligently 
applied to improve its sanitary state. Small-pos, scarlet 
fever, cholera infantum, and allied diseases, rage among 
the poor like consuming epidemics without one effort being 
properly put forth by our one ktindrtd and aghiy'lhrtt 
health officials. How can it be otherwise, when the offi- 
cials, who are required to seek out infectious diseases in 
tenement iiojifes, are taken from the following occupations I 
The present City-InSpector has deliberately selected aa his 
health wardens men engaged as follows : — 1 was a clerk, 
1 a (peculator, 1 an emigrant runner, I a barkeeper, 1 a 
policy dealer, 1 a plumber, 1 a stone-mason, 2 were biick- 
layers, 1 a ^ip carpenter, 2 were house carpenters, I a 
barber, 3 were rumsellers, 1 a cartman, 1 a butcher, and 1, 
until his appointment as Health Warden, had no business 
occnpatJon. To supplant this corrupt, expensive, «nd in- 
efficient organisation with a system of sanitary surveillance 
like that ali-eady sketched is the aim and effort of the leading 
citizens and physicians of the district above named. The 
bill known as the " Uetropolitaa Health Bill" has been 
matured by the wisest and h«st citizens, and is adopted as 
that which can alone remedy the evils under which we suffer. 

Should the country, which we have shown reaps no 
smallJiarvegt annually from the noxious seeds disseminated 
from New York and Quarantine, remain an indifferent 
spectator \o the fate of the " Metropoliten Health Bill" 
now before the Legislature? We aver not It is the 
duty of every physician throughout the State at onoe to 



circulate memorials in its beliatf, and send them largely 
signed to Iheir representative in tlie Senate or Assembly. 
We hope no one will neglect tliis duty for a single hour; 
the trouble will be slight, and the influence of such petition 
will be powerful, perhaps effectual In addition to thi% 
we trust medical men will correspond with their respec- 
tive representatives in either House, aod urge them to sup- 
port this great public mcoEurc. But should this effort be 
limited even to our oivn State 7 Have not Boston, Provi- 
dence, New Haven, and other cities, a person.i! interest in 
tliis reform in our lleallli Department? Their annual 
stalislics of mortality show what should be tlicir interest, if 
ihey consuli only their own imnmnity front preventable 
diseases. Will they not represent to the Legislature of the 
Slate of New York tlie actual interest they have in the 
health of New York? They will thereby serve as well 
the cause of humanity ce the interests of llieir own com- 
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Thb Medicd Society of the State of New York is becom- 
ing more and more important to the profession of the State. 
The lost session was one of unusual interest, in the charac- 
ter of tlie discusaons wliich came before it. Meeting during 
the session of the Legislature, and being recogni.sed as ft 
body deriving its special protection from that body, it has 
a most salutary influence upon legislation. We are glad to 
see tliat the Society gave its sanction to tlie Metropolitan 
Health Bill, and otlier matters of a medical character before 
the Legislature. We con only regret that it reposed such 
confidence in our General Government, as to believe it 
impossible for it to legalize Homoeopatliy in the army. 
Those who are most fnmiliar with the medical bias of pro- 
minent members of Government, entertain fearS that irre- 
parable mischief may yet be done to the Medical Staff. 
Even if there were no danger of such innovation, ought not 
the medical profession to manifest its interest in lliat staff, 
by protesting against any change ? The moral effect would 
have been most salutary. The Medical Society of this 
State should have entered its solemn protest against the 
recognition of any system of medicine by Government, end 
have mode its emphatic voice beard at Washington. Let 
not other societies follow this timorous policy. 

TiiK AtutriiJian Medkal Journal, published at Melbourne, 
contains some {acts of interest relating to the medical pro- 
fession in that far-off country. This Journal is conducted 
by the Medical Society of Victoria, and compares favorably 
with our best quarterlies, both in contents and typo- 
graphy. The original department conlains papers on 
practical subjects, drawn up with great ability. From an 
article on epidemics, we leMii that diarrhcea and dysen- 
tery have scarcely proved fatal in o single case during the 
year in a district containing 125,000 inhabitants, but diph- 
theria and scarlet fever have been very prevalent. Nearly 
all the coroners are medical men. The University of Mel- 
bourne is about to eslabhsh a Medical School. An Act to 
provide for the registration of legally qualiGed Medical 
Practitioners has just been defeated in tlie Colonial Legis- 
lature. A case of trial. for alleged malpractice in mid- 
wifei; is reported. The statistics of the Melbourne Lying- 
in. Asylum for four years are given with the following 
resulte: — Total labors, 772. Chloroform in 35 cases. Forceps 
in 30; 29 recovered, 1 died; children^ bom alive, 26, 
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dead, 5. Turning in 3 esses; 2 recovered, 1 died; children, 
born alive, 0, dead, 3. FooUings, 15 ; mothers recovered, 
15; children, born alive, 10, dead, 5. Breech cases, 0; 
mothers all recovered ; living children, 4, dead, 5. Total 
birUis, 785; still binlia, 57, 

111 an intercBting address, delivered at the opening of tlie 
Ken Clinical Lecture Room of the rhikdelphia Hospital, 
Dh. J. L. Ludlow, one of Ihu Medical Board, gave a sketch 
of Chnical Medicine. The first Clinical Lecture in this 
country, according to Dn, Lublow, was given by Dn. Tuo- 
MA3 Bond, in the Pennsylvania Ilospilnl, Dec. 3, 17G0, now 
about a century since. The following extract from the lec- 
ture is worthy of record ; — 

"Speaking of Dr. Morgan, (he Professor of the Theory 
M)d Practice in the Univeiailj, he remarks:— 'The field 
tl)is gonlleman undertakes is very extenaivi:, and has many 
difficulties, which may mislead the footsteps of an uncau- 
tioned traveller. Therefore, lectures in which the different 
parts of the theory and practice of physic are judiciously 
dassed'and systematically explained, will prevent many 
perplexities the student woula otherwise be embarrassed 
wilJi, will unfold the doors of knowledge, and will be of 

?«&{ use in directing and abridging his future studies, 
et there is tomeUiiiig further wanting: he must join eajm- 
fiti with ilxidy, before he con be suSlcicntly qualified to 
prescribe for the sick, for languagt and books alont can never 
give him adequate ideas of diseases, and the best method 
of treating them ; for which rauoni Iiifirmariea art yuriiy 
repuUd the grand Iheatret o/medical knowledge. There the 
Clinical Profiuor coma to Iht aid of speculation, and 
demonstrates the truth of theory In/ facte, etc., etc.' Fur- 
ther on f^in he says : ' I am now to inlbrm you, gentle- 
men, that the managers and physicians of the Pennsylvania 
Hospital, on seeing the great number of you attending tlie 
School of Physic in this city, are of opinion that this excel- 
lent institution affords a favorable opportunity of furUier 
improvement to you in the practical part of your piofession ; 
and being desirous it should answer all the good purposes 
intended by the generous contributors to it, have allotted 
to me the task of giving a course of clinical and meteoro- 
It^ical lectures in it, which I cheerfully undertake.' " 
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KEPORT OP THE ANNUAL MEETING OP THE 
NEW JERSEV STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

[To III* Bdllor of tb* AHUiOAJt Ubhcu. Tub.) 

Sir:— Tbb Annual Meeting of the Medical Society of the 
State of New Jersey was iield at New Brunswick on Tues- 
day and Wednesday, the28LhBnd29th of January last For 
many years it baa been the custom to meet at Trenton, the 
capital of the state, but it was thought that a change to 
sererat of the larger cities in turn would increase the gene- 
ral interest in the Society. It is very appropriate that the 
citv of New Brunswick should receive our lirst visit. The 
following pleasant historical fact appears far back on our 
records: — "A Society was founded and organized under 
the name of the Medical Society of New Jersey, at New 
Brunswick, on July 23d, 1768, by the voluntary o-wocintion 
of fourteen physicians and surgeons. The Society held its 
meetings regularly until 1775, when, on account of the dis- 
tracted slate of the country caused by the revolulionary con- 
test, its meetings were suspended until 1782. In 1790 a Vice- 
President was added to tho officers, and in 1807 a Corre- 
sponding Secretary. In 1816 the Society was incorporated 
under the name and style of the Medical Society of New 
Jersey." From vear to year these meetings have been 
miUDtained, and faavo afforded occasions of profeaaional 



frolit and pleasant reunion to the physicians of our state, 
here are some who neglect its privileges, and do not 
realize the importance of such an organization in promoting 
the general welfare and progress of our calling, but of late 
there seems to have been a revival of interest in its pro- 
ceedings and deliberations. The present was its ninety- 
aixth anniversary, so that we are approaching quite nearly 
Ibe first centenniaJ of any State Medical Society in America, 
The annual meeting was opened with prayer by the Ret. 
Dr. STfBDs. of New Brunswick. The names of the Fel- 
lows and Delegates present having' been dulj' enrolled, 
several matters of executive business were transacted. 
The Hev. Dh. Sti'bbs, of New Brunswick, and Pro?. Cook, 
of Rutgers College, were invited to sit with us during oar 



The annual opening addttss was delivered by tlie Presi- 
dent, Dr. J, Bl^hk, of Hunterden co. A/U-r a cursory 
notice of the history and present slattis of tho Society, he 
drew attention to the valuable efforts of the .AmeiicaQ 
Medical Association, and to the importance of elevating tha 
standard of elementary as well as professional education. 

" The power of associations," said be, " is a myth unless 
sustained by individual exertion, and it is only by the per- 
sonal ardor, learning, and experience, of individual practi- 
tioners, that the science of medidne can be truly elevated." 
Dr. Blane has occupied many positions of trust, and is now 
a Slate Senator, but claimed his present position as tbs 
^at honor of bis life. He is one of the (ew whose 
interest in his profession has not been diminished by honors 
in another direction. 

The report of the standing committee, through its chair- 
man. Dr. Wickes, was of unusual interesL The various 
facta rehiting to the profession and practice in the state 
were most ably collated, and the report, when published, 
will be valued as a ftermaneot modicEil document. During 
the last year we have to mourn the loss from our ranks of 
Dr. Akers, of Newark, from diphtheria, apparently con- 
tracted while in the discharge of professional duty; of Dr. 
Evans, a prominent medical citizen of Monmouth co. ; and 
of StiROEOH Weller, of the Ninth New Jersey regiment 
The report noticed varioU, scarlatina, diphtheria, and to a 
partial extent gangrenous erysipelas, as epidemic in our state 
during the past year. A condensed Instoij of miasms, 
as made manifest in the different counties tor years past, 
was also presented, and many most interesting facts elicited. 
Among new remedies, Squibb's preparaijoa of opium was 
warmly commended to the profession in place of McUunn's 
elixir or any secret nostrum of the kmd. 

Dr. E, M. Hitkt, as chairman of the committee on the 
relations of chemistry to nervous disease, made a report 
which was ordered to be printed among the Iransnctions, 
Two or three other reports of committees, and.the regular 
essay, were omitted on account of the absence of some of 
the persons appointed in duty upon the army medical staff, 
and from other unavoidable causes. 

Delegates were appointed to the American Medical Asso- 
ciation, and to the Quarantine and Sanitary Convention, as 
also corresponding delegates to the State Societies of New 
York, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, and Massachusetts. 

The following were elected officers of the Society for the 
ensuing year : — 

President, Bti. J. Woolvkrtoh, 

Iri Vice Pretident, Dr. Varick. 

2d " " Dn. E, M. Hdiit. 

3d " " Dr. a. Coles. 

Corrteponding Secretary, Dr. T. J. Corsoji. 

Recording Secretary, Dr. Wm. Piersok. 

Treasurer, Dr. J. T. English, 

Standing Committee, Dr. Stephen Wickes, Chairman. 

Tho meeting was more numerously attended, both by 
feUows and delegates, than it had been for many years pre- 
vious, and it was a most dehghtful reunion of the profession 
in our Slate. The greatest narmony of feeling prevailed, 
and all seemed desirous of doing all in their power to main- 
tain and exalt the honor of our noble science and effective 
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joumed, to meet 
in Jcracj City. 

The printed transactions will be sent you in due time, 
and from tliese you will be able to select sonio valuable 
medical rocte aod illustrations. 

Tours, etc., H. 

Swir BtDiif rcdc. Jul. Sin, ISM. 

EXCISION OP THE OS CALCIS AND CUBOID 
BONES. 

tTo tb* Editor of the Annus HmciL Tmu.] 
Sir : — We are gUd, for several reasons, to read nnder 
the above caption in the Amkricah Medical Times of 
January 18lh, an account, by Brigade Surgeon Bradford, 
of the succe^ul excision of the above bones Ibr disease. 
There have been few subjects in modem surgery that have 
excited more warmth of discussion tlian the relative merits 
of the operations of amputation and excision, and their 
respective advocates have shown so much party feeling in 
the consideration of the subject, that it is to be feared 
join ts have been occoaionally sacrificed where simpler means 
would have effected a cure. Id its application to inappro- 
priate cases the useful operation of excision has lost repute, 
and we are, therefore, gratified to see a renewed instance 
of its apparently judicious and successful employmenL We 
ore also pleased to aeo the writer infused'wilh an enlliu- 
aiastic appreciation of the merits of eon»ervative surgery, 
and that in spite of so unpropitious a designation for a 
modern improvement, he realty esteems it to be what it 
it — where intelligently employed — a most fortunate and 
valuable step in tlie proejess of our art. Excision, whether 
having for its object the removal of the articular ends of 
bones, a portion of the shaft, or the whole of smaller bones, 
has (lie advantage over amputation, that it preserves the 
rest of tlie limb, or (he adjacent Blruclures. to the use of the 
patient; but it should not be employed where the resulting 
usefulness of the limb or the demands upon the constitu- 
tional powers, as ia o(\en the case, are questions of seriously 
doubtful issue. There are several excisions hitherto, and 
at present, practised, that will nbver become general, and 
that do not confer the advantages that their advocates 
claim. There are many cases, disease of the ankle-joint for 
example, where the operation cannot supersede that of 
amputation, and be employed as a satisfactory substitute. 
The removal of the foot by either Syme's, PirogoiTs, 
Itoux's, or Baudens's operation, gives a resulting slump 
iar more comfortable and satisfactorj; to (he patient, wiifi 
artificial appliancei!, or even for unaided progrecaion, than 
can be the shortened limb and anchylosed joint, which are 
the result of the operation by exciaion. In disease of the 
tarsal joints, however, depending upon diseased bone, the 
removal by excision of the alTected boueti, or portions of tlicm, 
is recoraniended by high autliority to be carried out when- 
ever practicable. Fortunately, disease in this locality, 
especially in young persons, under appropriate constitu- 
tional treatment and rest, " manifests," says Dr. Hodges, in 
his recent excellent monograph upon tlie excision of joints, 
" a strong disposition to recoveiy without operation. 
A« excisions of joints have been comparatively little per- 
formed in this country, the surgical literature of tlie United 
Suues is meagre upon t^e subject of tarsal excisions; 
There is, however, in vol, ii., Secardt BoHon Sot. for 
Mtd. Imp., a report of an operation performed by Dr. H. 
J. Bigelow of Boston, in 1855, in which that distinguished 
surgeon removed tlie whole tarsus, excepting (be os calcis 
and astragalus, together with the tarsal heads of the second 
and third metatarsal bones. This operation was soon after 
imitated successfully by Mr. Skey of London. In the 
cases appended by Stratham to hia edition of Stromeyer, 
wenotice two analogous coses performed by him in 1852 and 
1855. In another cose cited by Stratham in vol. xxxvii., 
Med. Chir. Tran»aciion$, the cuboid and external cunei- 
form bones were removed, at a first operation ; at a second, 
the scaphoid and the remuning cuneiform ; and at a third, 



years afterwards the patient had a foot in which "the 
natural appearance was little altered 1" The case just 
reported by Dr. Bradford, in which Ibo entire os calcis, the 
cuboid tione, and a portion of the astragalus were removed 
for carious disease, the patient three and a half years 
afterward " showing a alight colcli and halt in his gait 
which it ia not cosy to -observe," is one of the most 
remarkable cases of the kind on record, and furnishes 
renewed illustration of the wonderful reparative powers 
with which the human system is endowed. W. 

^lenuiSTaN, D. C. Junirr Hi 18(2. 



FIFTY-FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MEDI- 
CAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 

[Ta th* Editor of the Ahiucu UiriciL Tiaa.] 
Mr predictions as to tlie busy IJme which the Society 
would have on Wednesday were verified. Papers wer« 
read dunng the morning session by Drs. Marsn, Hu(chi< 
son. Downs, and Arnolil. Each was interesting in ilself, 
but I think the lost, which treated of railroad provision for 
the wounded, is deserving of little more than a passing 
notice. Dr. Arnold has been for a long time turning over 
in his mind the benefits that would result to tlie travelhng 

C'llic bv the adoption of some reliable plan of action, and 
finally brought the results of his investigations before 
the Society in the form of an elaborate and well-timed 
paper. His suggestions are simple, efficient, and eminently 
practical, and they cannot fail to carry conviction to the 
mind of every one interested in the preflervation of life and 
limb on the national thorough fares. The whole mat(«r is 
now being brought up in the Legislature, where it is to be 
hoped that it will receive the grave consideration which it 
deserves. 

Dr. Mason offered a resolution endorung the Metropoli- 
tan Health Bill. Dr. Griscom explained in a very satisfac- 
tory manner the objects of such a bill, and did not fail to 
convince the majority concerning the necessity of its becom- 
ing a kw. The bill is now before the House, in the handi 
of the House committee, but whether they will report 
favorably upon it your corrcspiondent is not informed. Tba 
alXemoon was for the most part occupied by Dr. Swinburne, ' 
who gave at great length his vieirs concerning ^e fomong 
Budge case. The large hall was filled with members, who 
gave their closo attention to the subject from beginning to 
end. Diagrams were exhibited upon the wall, illustrating 
the vai'ious positions which the assassin was supposed to 
have assumed. Dr. Swinburne's theory concerning the 
case was tliat the woman was suffocated first and her throat 
cut afterwards. A great many strong pointa were stated 
in support of tills position, hut it is certainly unfortunate 
for tlie purposes of science that so few authorities wer« 
mentioned. How different in this respect from the manner 
ill which Dr. Claik treats the tame subject. Dr. a has 
shown himself a hard worker, but he is altogether of too 
enthusiasLic a nature to be impartial on any subject; every 
point must seemingly serve his end else he does not call it 
into his service. At the conclusion of the paper letters 
were read from several distinguished medical jurists who 
express unqualified opinions in support of Dr. S.'s tliecry. 
These gentlemen, however, have only received Dr. S.'s ver- 
sion, and under such circumstances there is almost always 
an involuntary and irresistible endeavor for the interested 
party to make certain points stronger tlian they should be. 
It is not my purpose to give any opinion yro or eon in the 
Budge case ; the nreuments of Dr. Clark and Dr. Swinburne 
are both given to the medical pubbc, and before the impar- 
tial Jury of their peers the opinions of both will receive 
that consideration ivhich tliey merit. 

I have many more thing! to talk about in connexion with 
the meeting, but shall be compelled to defer tliem until yo'jr 
next Yours, etc., 

AuuT, rib. i<^ 1M2. Rscnrs. 
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TaAHBLATION OF AmERICAM UtDICAL WoitKa. — We 
nolic«d eome time since llie trtuialation of Pnor. Bkdfobd'b 
work on tlie Diseaiies of Women into tlje French language ; 
we now Icnrn that n traosUtion of this work iuM German 
is in progresa at Vienna. Prop. Gftosa'a System of Sur- 
gery la also being translated into tlie DutcU language. 

ISTBHTIGATI0N3 ON HTDnOPHOBIA IN DIFFi:Ri:NT pAKW Or 

Europe, especullt in Uppeii Italt, Bt M. Bouws.— 
The geographical study of rabies furnishes powerful argu- 
ments againflt the H|)ontaneous origin of tlie disease. In 
1856, Uiere were 75,446 dogs in Uie Department of the 
Seine; and, in 1857, tlie number liad only fallen ro 61,403. 
In France, tliere nre two cases of rabies out of every million 
of inhabitants. At the veterinary school of Alforl, 42 rabid 
dogs were received in 185G ; only 12 in 1857 ; and as much 
•a 56 in 185S. Out of 239 cases of rabies recorded in 
France, there were 157 mi-n and 64 women. Out of 223 
persons bitten in France, IBS were bitten by dogs, 26 by 
wdfes, 13 by cats, and 1 by a fox. 

RespectinR the seasons of tlie year, it has been found, by 
returns lately published in France, that out of 181 cases of 
rabies in human beingF, 40 were recorded in December, 
January, and February ; 44 in March, April, and Mny ; 66 
in June, July, and August; and 31 in September, October, 
and Kovember. Out of 147 cases of rabies noted in France, 
the period of incubation wn^, in 26 cnses, less than 1 month ; 
in 93 cases, from 1 to 3 months ; in 19 cases, from 3 lo 6 
months; and, in D cases, from 6 [o 12 months. Out of 161 
cases observed in France, the duration of confirnied rabies 
was not more than 2 days in 34 cases ; 4 days in 98 cases ; 
6 days in 24 cases; '7 days in 2 cases; 8 days in 1 case; 
and d days in 1 case. In £n;fland and Wales, the deaths 
from rabies were 25 in 1851, 15 in 1852, 11 in 1853, 16 
in 1854, 14 in 1855, 6 in 1856, 3 in 1857, and 2 in 1858. 
In Prussia, the deaths from the same cause were 20 in 1844, 
15 in 1845, and 28 in 1846. In tlie Austrian Enipire, the 
deaths from rubi«s were 589 fi'om 1830 to 1838 ; and 440 
from 1839 to 1847, In Bavaria, there were 3D from 
1844 to 1850. In 1851, the disease reigned epidemically in 
the north of Germany ; at tliat period no less than 267 cases 
of rabies were observed in ilogs at Hamburg and its vici- 
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and 16 females). In 1832, '33, '36, '39, '47, and '60, i 
cases of rabies were received in that hoapital ; but 5 were 
admitted in 1849, 4 in 1838, 4 in 1854, 3 in 1851, and 2 in 
1830, '35, '37, and '48, In the other years, only 1 case was 
admitted. Out of these 35 patients, 17 were less than 15 
years old — an enormous proportion, which is probably the 
result of the habit of children to play witli animab. In 
none of these 35 patients did the symptoms appear before 
the 15[|i day, and witli one of them tlie incubation was 
from 170 to 175 days. With none of these patients did 
death occur before the 25tli hour after the appearance of 
the flr«t symptoms. The author lilraself, however, saw a 
case of rabies at the hospital of Versailles, in 1846, where 
the patient died two hours after the disease hod appeared. 
From other figures mentioned by the autlior, it is proved 
that neitlier the muzzling of dogs nor the cold season of the 
year supplies a safeguard against the rabid bitea of these 
animate.— i>>nc<t 

Spomtahcous Fbactcrb of a Rib. — Dr. Castella, of Fri- 
bourg, describes a case of fracture of the second lalse rib 
on the left side, produced by the act of sneezing. Ulrich 
B., keeper of a t:abaret, a strong and hearty man, one day 
took a pinch of snuff from one of his customers, and was 
thereupon seized with a violent fit of sneezing. To arrest 
the sneezing, he closed his mouth, and strongly dilated his 
chest: but, spite of this, i violent act of expiration fol- 
lowe<^ and crack went the rib. — BriL Med. Jaw. 



Course in Militabv Science at rut Renbselaeb Polt- 
TiciiNio iNeirrCTE. — The Trustees of the Institute believ- 
ing tliat a Course in Military Science can be given at this 
Institution, which will be highly useful both to those 
young gentlemen preparing for the civil profes^ona, as well 
as to tliose desiring to qualify themselves for military ser- 
vice, announce their int«ution to establish such a Depart- 
ment at the opening of the next session of (he Institute, 
September 18, I8G2, provided that a sufflcient number of 
applicants be admitted to eSect a favorable organization. 
The Course of Instruction, which wilt be systematic, prac- 
tical, and very thorough, will be arranged both in a Post 
Graduate Course of one year, and also in a Supplementary 
Course to the present one in Civil Engineering. It will be 
necessary for admission to the former course, that the stu- 
dent be either a ^duate of college, of tlie Institute, or of 
some other acientific school of similar standing- and to the 
latter course, given in connexion with Civil Engineering, 
that he be a student in that department, taking a full or 
partial course, in which case both courses may be accoia- 
pliahed, by a little extra eObrt, in the usual period of three 
years. The course of study and practice, whicli will be 
placed under the charge of a competent graduate of the 
United Stales Military Academy, will be as fully illustrated 
as possible, and embrace the following subjects ; — 1. Use of 
Smsll Arms; 2. Tactics of Artillery and Infantry; 3. 
Theory of Ordnance and Gunnery ; 4. Slililary Engineer- 
ing and Science of War. 

Obstbtric Section. — At the last meeting of the Obstetric 
Section, held Jan. 20, lS(i2, Dr. a D. Hubbaro was 
elected President, and Dr. Mortiueb Q. Porter Secretary. 

Railway Accidents. — The information possessed as to 
the extent and character of accidenta occurring on railways 
is very precise, while other means are avtulable for com- 
paring tliem with accidents from other modes of travelling. 
The passenger trains of the United Kingdom travelled over 
nearly 50,000,000 of miles in 1859. In 1860, the disUnoe 
had increased to 52,816,579 miles. The number of railway 
accidents in four years was aa follows: — 

Tur. AsddfnU. K Iliad. Injnnil. 

1857 62 



467 
386 

515 



Of persons killed by railway accidenta in the United 
Kingdom, the proportion to the whole number of travellers 
wais in 1854, 1 in 7,195,342. In 1860, it was 1 in 5,677,000. 
In France it was 1 in 7,000,000. In Belgium, 1 in 8,860,000. 
In Prussia, 1 in 17,500,000 of alt travellers. The propor- 
tions of persons killed whilst travelling by diligences in 
France waa 1 in 335,0l}0 — about equal to the proportions 
of both kaUd and injured on Endisn and French railways. 
Oa tlie railways of the United States these amount, how- 
ever, to I iu 188,000; but there llie cost incurred in con- 
structjng the tinea is two-thirds less than on European 
ra i 1 w ay s. — Lancet. 

Medical Fees in Paris. — In Uie matter of obstetrics, the 
fee for each accouchement varies from 25 francs (which is, 
perhaps, the lowest paid to llie man midwife) up to 600 
francs or £24, which is, with few'exceptions, tlio highest 
claimed in any ordinary case. Surgical operations consti- 
tute the branch of practice in which the greatest latitude 
is allowed. I happen to know of two cases, one that of » 
common boil on the lower lip, and the otlier tliat of a fi^ 
tula in ano, in which the ordinary operations were per- 
formed, and for which, in the first instance, 1000 franca 
(£40), and in tlie second, 5000 franca (£200), were claimed, 
both sums being paid without demur or expostulation on 
the part of tlic patients Or their friends. Amongst the 
English practitioners (now about fourteen in number) esta- 
blished m thia capital, a standard aomewhat higher than 
the French average prevaita. The consultation-fee is 40 
franca ; that for a sin^ and caaual visit, 20 franca ; and 
during a prolonged attendance, 10 franca. — Lanai. 
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SPECIAL NOTICES. 

Nbv Tore Acadeui of MEorciME. — On Wednuday 
Bvening, libruart/ lOtA, Dr. Moses H. Ranneit will read a 
poptT on " Epilepty, a Brief JXsquisilion on ill Nature and 
Treatment, designed <u a plea for a more careful Invetligalicm 
o/ati its Phenomena." 
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LECTURES ON 

NEW REMEDIES AND THEIR THERAPEU- 

.TICAL APPLlOATiOxVa 



MEW TOBK llEDICAL OOLLBOE AUD CHARITr ROBPITAL. 

Bt SAMUEL R. PERCY, M.D., 



LECTURE IT. 

lODIHI AMD ITS OOMraONDS. 

This is one of tlie most important medicinal agents tLat 1 
shall hare occasion to brinB before you. In the liini(«d 
time remaining to me, I hardly kno'v how to do justice to 
my subject ; it is neceaaary for me to be brieC and yet in 
being 80 I fear I may leave untold much that ought to be 
said, M. Courtoia discovered iodine in experimenting upon 
the mother liquors of kelp, in 1812. His discovery has 
been one of iho roost valuable of the present century, for, 
although it has not been in general use for more Uian a 
■ingle generation, it has conferred inestimable benefits upon 
miUions of suffering persons, and has enabled us to control 
and relieve diseases that were before beyond our power of 
cure. Medicine has in this agent given to the arts one of 
its richest and most brilliant treasures ; for by its means 
Nature's own image is depicted in indelible forms, and the 
loved features of our absent or dearest lost 



without which Daguerre would have been unable to fix the 
beautaouB images painted by the delicate pencil of the sun- 
beam ; and medicine may justly be proud of the wonderful 
advances of science, for in this as in many other discoveries, 
she has been their prime cause and mostefficient promoter. 

Iodine is extracted from the nioUier liquors of the kelp, 
which is prepared by drying and incinerating the deep sea 
■ plants. It is found that the sea weeds that grow above 
low water mark are less rich in iodine than those which 
grow in the deeper parte of Ihe ocean. They also contain 
a larger proportion of soda, and a less amount of potash, 
than the deep eea plants. The plant upon the shores of 
Europe which contains the largest amount of iodine is said 
to be the palmata digitata, or tangle, and this is found in 
the greatest abundance upon the coast of Scotland and 
Ireland. These plants are collected, dried, and burned in 
rude kilns, and the ash, which is fiiaed into solid masses, is 
called Mp. This kelp is dissolved in water, concentrated 
by heat, and at a certain density the salts of potash crystal- 
lize from it; the soda salts, being more solubles require fur- 
ther concentration, when they also cryslalliie from the 
solution. 

After nearly all the potash and soda sails have been 
removed, there remun in the mother liquor impure iodides 
and iodatea of soda and potash, which are decomposed by 
4wlding sulphuric acid to neutralization. The liquid is then 
thrown into a still for sublimation, heat apiilied, oxide of 
manganese added, and all the lutings carefuUy closed : the 
sublimation in conducted slowly, and the iodine, in an 
impure form, is found in the receivers. The yield will 
avemge about ten pounds of iodine for every ton of kelp 
employed, though when the kelp is prepared with care, 
twentv pounds of iodine are sometimes obtained from a 
ton. The yearly value of this kelp prepared in ScoUand, 
Ireland, and t'rance, is estimated at about ^470,000, and of 
this amount $300,000 is the value of the iodine. The 
quantity of iodine obtained is about 100,000 pounds a year. 
This, on account of its impurity, is carefuUy resublimed. 
Iodine is found in otiier substances besides the sea weeds ; 
before the discovery of iodine, burnt sponge was used for 
some of the purposes for wluch iodine is now employed.' 

Am. Mbo. Timbs, Vol. 17., Na 8. 



It exists in minute quantities in sea water, and owing to 
this fact, it is found in the oil and fat of all animals and fish 
living in the ocean. It is found also in gome of the salt 
springs, and in many oftbe medicinal waters. It has lately 
been ascertained that it exists in considerable quantity in 
the Peruvian nitrate of soda, and it is probable that its 
extraction from this substance will be remunerative. 

Iodine is in brilhant crystalline scales or plates, with a 
bluish-black metallic lustre ; the scales are soil, and are 
easily broken. Its odor somewhat resembles chlorine, 
though it is less suffocating. Its taste is acrid and unplea- 
sant. It is a non-conductor of electricity, and a ne^itive 
electric lis specific gravity is 4'95, and its chemical equi- 
valent 126 '3. Itevaporatesatordinary t«mperature8,espe- - 
cialty when damp. It sublimes at a heat below 212°, 
fuses at 225". and boils at 347°. Its vapor is of a beautiful 
violet color, hence its name. It is aolubte only in 7000 
times its weight of water, to which even in this quantity 
it communicates odor and color. Its solubility in water u 
very greatly increased by adding i^oride of sodium, nitrate 
of ammonia, or iodide of potacaium. It dissolves in alka- 
line solutions, forming iodides and iodates. It is vei^ solu- 
hie in ether and alcohol Its range of affinities is very 
eilcnsive, as it combines with moat of the non-metsUic^ 
and nearly all the metallic elements. 

Iodine in an^ considerable quantity can be detected bv 
its characterbtic purple vapor; but when in ve^ small 
quantities, may be detected even to 450,000 times its 
weight in water, by the blue color it imparts to starch. Of 
this test we will apeak more at large hereafter. 

Advlteratioru. — Iodine in small quantities is firequeutiy 
adulterated by dishonest venders, but as it comes from the 
manufacturers its chief impurity is water, of which itSMne- 
times contains as much as twenty per cent,' It is difficult 
to separate the water from it completely, but it should not 
contain over two or three per cent. Iodide of cyanogen ia 
generally present in the commercial, but not in the purified 

Phi/nological Effecb. — Iodine is but seldom administered 
in a {lure state, but is generally mven in combination : but 
even if administered in a slate ofpurity in medicin^ doses, 
it no doubt quickly enters into orgamc or saline oombiua- 
tioiiB, and in this way becomes milder and less irritant both 
in its local and general effects. Its local action is that of 
an irritant, whether applied to the mucous membranes or Ut 
the cuticle, and this effect may result whether applied in n 
solid, liquid, or aeriform state. It is at times very difficult 
to tell in what manner iodine affecte the systetn, tor it may 
be administered in small doses for a lengtn of time without 
producing any noticeable alterations eitJier in the functions 
of organs or on the sccretiona. There are many instances 
in which it is given for weeks, or even months, with no 
otiier perceptible effects than the amelioration or removal 
of the disesee for which it is taken. In these small dosea 
it generally improves the appetite, and this improvement 
continues until the system seems to be saturate ; it tlien 
produces gastric disturbance. Even in large doses, its first 
" ■ : often a peat improvement of appetite : but if 
a are continued, there is anorexia, general symp- 
toms of dyspepsia, unpleasant eructations, i^tric irritai- 
billty, frequently attended with colic and diarrhoea; the 
pulse becomes frequent and irritable, the tongue furred, the 
skin hot and dry, the respirations are more frequent, there 
is a peculiar sense of constriction and irritability about the 
throat, and much headache. If tiie medicine is discon- 
tinued, these effects soon pass over. As to its physiological 
action on the secretions, its effects are very variable. 
Some persons notice a large increase in the quantity of 
urine, while others state that the secretion is dmiinished, 
but that the flow of saliva is greatlv increased. Again, it 
is ssjd by some to largely increase the secretion of bile. It 
has been asserted that long-continued administration of 
iodine produces absorotion of the mammte and testicles, and 
there are probably a few cases reported where Uiese glands 
have become atrophied and diminished ; but such ci 
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very rare, for Magendie, Lugol, and Fereira state that they 
have oever met with such a result. By administration of 
iodine in full do^es there is an effect occaAloDallr ;>roduced 
called iodic intoKtcation or iodixm, in which the nervous 
BTBtem is disordered, giving rise to headache, palpitation, 
nnging in the ear^ dimness or disordered vision, irritability, 
fever, and wakefulness. Xugol, who administered iodine 
more largely than any one In bis day, frequently produced 
these symptoms, not only by its internal use, but by means 
of ioduretled baths. Hanson also mentions similar cases. 
But these symptoms are the results of careless administrs- 
tion, a'nd need not be, and I Ihink are not frequently pro- 
duced at present. 

Modut Operandi, — Iodine is rapidly absorbed into the 
circulation, and can be detected in the secretions. From 
many experiments that have been performed, it appears, 
that il, is first to be detected in the saliva, then m the 
nrine; sometimes it may be detected in tlie perspiration, 
but not as a rule, unless it has been taken for some time. 
Oande Bernard injected it into the jugular vein of a dog, 
and detected it immediately in the slilira, though it was 
not to be found in the urine until after the expiration of 
serer^ hours. Schottin also found it in (he saliva in a 
few minutes after administration, after some time in the 
urine, but in the perspiration it wns not found until the 
fifth day. He gave half a drachm daily of iodide of potas- 
«um. Gantu has found it in the urine, sweat, saliva, 
milk, and blood. Meeting a few years ago with a person 



ascertain the rapidity with which iodine could be delected 
in the saliva and urine, I administered half a drachm of 
iodide of potassium in powder enveloped in a small piece 
of bibulous paper, which was put into the tliroat and 
immediately swallowed and followed by a gill of water. 
The bladder had been previously emptied, and a small 
catheter introduced. The saUvai'y secretion was imme- 
diately wiped away with a clean wet doth, and one 
minute alter the water was swallowed (he saliva was 
collected and allowed to run into the spoon for two 
miniitea. It was tested and gave evidence of the pre- 
sence of the iodide. At the expiration of five minutes 
the urine was tested, but gave no traces; but in seven 
minutes after drinking the water, the urine ran off more 
freely, and all that passed from the seventh to the tenth 
minute was tested and showed the presence of the iodide. 
The iodide could be detected in the sahva thirty hours 
after administration, though not a trace of it could be 
found in the urine. At another time I sdrainiatered to 
him twen^ drops of a saturated solution of tincture of 
Iodine in gelatine capsules, followed as before by a gill 
of water. In three minutes it was found in the saliva, 
but it was twenty-two minutes before it was found in 
the urine. Pereira thinks that it produces its action upon 
the system by liquefaction of the blood. Billing states 
that it produces contraction of the capillary vessels, and 
others attribute its effects to direct stimulation (or rallier 
increased action) of the absorbent system. There is but 
little doubt that all of these effects are produced, and the 

Entlemen who have advanced tliese separate theories 
ve not adopted the usual custom and overBtepped the 
tnark, but have fallen short of it. In adopting the classi- 
fication of Headland, and placing iodine in the third order 
of the second division of haematic medicines, we have 
already proved to some extent that he has correctly placed 
it under the division catalytics. We have given proof 
that it ia absorbed into the blood througlr the coats of 
the stomach and iatestineSj that it enters into the portal 
circuL^tion witli great rapidity, and is foimd in a short 
time in several of the secretions, and also in the excre- 
tions ; thus fulfllline the action of this class of remedies, by 
first entering into t£e circulating fluid, and counteracting a 
morbid material or proces,", and then passing out of the 
body. We have also given proof by the experiments per- 
formed with tincture of iodine that it has undergone a 
ohange in the system, and has entered into new combina- 



tions, probably both organic and chemical. Independent- 
of itscatalytic effects, it might to a certain extent be placed 
under the division of restorative hematics, for we find it 
BO universally diffused in nature that it must to some 
extent be one of the constituents of the system. We Liave 
proof, then, (hat before it produces its peculiar action on 
the system it combines with organic substances, and is 
absorbed into the circulation; we have also proof, by more 
than one of its effecte, that it hastens and increases (lie 
metamorphosis of tissue, and by this . means removes from 
the body the morbid materials which gave rise to the dis- 
ease. We see also in most instances a perceptible increase 
in one or other of the excretions, though in this respect it 
is not always (he same. To prove that it hastens and in- 
creases the metamorphoas of tissue, let us watch its effect* 
in bolh small and large doses. We find some morbid 
material or process in the system which produces a state 
of ill health; it is foreign to our purpose to inquire whether 
this material has been introduced into the system from in- 
gesta, or is owing to a deficient power in certain oif ans to 
carry off the disintegrated and no longer needed sub- 
stances. If in this state small doses of icdine are adminis- 
tered the only noticeable effects that it produces is an in- 
creased appetite, an increase in the specific gravity of the 
urine and an absorption and removal of the materies 
morbi, with an increase in weight and renewal of health. 
But instead of giving it in small doses, let us see what are 
its effects when we administer it in large ones; after the 
Grst, little increase of appetite caused by its stimijlating 
effects, there is prostration and irritability, with loss of ap- 
petite. Absorption of the morbid material also takes place, 
the urine increases in specific gravity, and emaciation and 
loss of weight are readily noticed. lu holii instances we 
have then an increase in amount and rapidity of the meta- 
morphosis of tissue, and this certainly in the first place - 
without an^ stimulant action, as we understJind the 
action of stimulants. That it should improve the appe- 
tite, and increase the strength and weight, when given in 
small doses, is readily explained, fur we well know that all 
means that increase a healthy metamorphosis of tissue, 
call for a corresponding effort of the nutritive process. In ; 
the second instance, where large doses are given and the 
metamorphosis of tissue thereby increased, increase of 

S petite and weight are prevented by the irritant effects 
the medicine on the digestive organs. That it acts by 
increaang ilie metamorphosis of tissue we see also by its 
constant local action. An enlarged gland b painted over 
externally with tincture of iodine, and under its applica- 
tion the tumor disappears. I know that it ia asserted 
thatthisisowingto its stimulating or couuter-irritatingeffect; 
but it is not so, for the tumor is not discussed b^ appli- 
cation of tincture of capsicum, aqua ammonia, or nitrate of 

Therapeulieal AppHcation, — Although iodine was dis- 
covered by Courtois in 1812, it was uot used in medicine 
until 1820; on 25lb July in that year Dr. Coindet, of 
Geneva, read a paper before the Society of Natural Sci- 
ences of Genera on the use of iodine in the cure of goitre. 
He was led to investigate the action of iodine on goitre 
from the inown beneficia] effects of burnt sponge in that 
disease, the curative effects of which wore entirely owing 
to the small amounts of iodides and iodates contained in 
the ashi 

and to Brera, Lugol, and Menson, we owe much of the 
knowledge we now possess of it in this disease. As it was 
a new remedy ana really possessed extraordinary and 
valuable powers, it was employed by many in every kind 
of disease, and by some vaunted as a universal specific, 
and by others condemned as injurious and useless; but as 
we learn more of its physiological action and modus ope- 
randi we know better how to determine its real value. Dr. 
Williams, of tlie London College of Pharmacy, first an- 
.nounced its great value in the treatment of the tertiary 
form of syphiUs in 1834. 
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'Local EJecU. — Iodine ia generally used locally, either in 
tlie form of tincture, compound tincture, or in solution in 
glycerine or collodion ; we will give tou the most appro- 
priate formuhe for preparing these solutions in the proper 
place. Iodine was first used as an estcrnal apphcaljon in 
^itre, and eereral cases were cured by this means without 
its internal administratjon. It has been for many years 
extensively used as a local application to glandular enlarge- 
ments, especially those in the various forms of scrofulous 
disease. It is a very common thing to see children of a 
scrofulous diathesis with enlarged lymphatic glands, and 
those about the neck are more frequently diseased than in 
other parts of the body. Althougli from experience the 
physician knows that the local application of iodine is of 
great service in the treatment of these enlargements, be is 
frequently prevented from applying it because it leaves a 
yellow unpleasant-looking stain upon the skin. This ap- 
pears in some instances to be an objection to its use, for 
young ladies are unwilling to have so conspicuous a mark 
upion tbem, but this difficulty may be nearly alwavs over- 
come by wearing a broad velvet band around tlie neck, 
and upon the spot where the band covers the tumor a 
piece of oiled silk should be placed ; this cover of oiled silk 
assists the action of the iodine. 

It has been used very extensively of late years as a local 
^plication in strumous ophthalmia. In this disease the 
little patients are very frequently troubled with great into- 
lerance of light ; in addition to the other treatment that is 
required, tincture of iodine is applied over the orbit and 
occasionally around the eye, and very ereKt beneSt ia ex- 
perienced from the local application. I hnve on several 
occasions seen perfect relief within twenty-four hours, by 
the local application of iodine alone in this photophobia 
scrofulosa. I have no doubt you all avail yourselves of the 
excellent opportunities affcnfed you for instruction at the 
New Tork Eye and Ear Infirmary ; you also have peculiar 
and unusual opportunities of studying diseases of tlie Eye 
and Ear under the able teachings and clinical explanations 
of your earnest and learned Professor of Ophthalmic and 
Aural Surgerv. You hare at these clinics, and at those of 
the Eye Innrraary, seen many little patients whose first 
appearance denoted the trouble under which they were 
laboring. Every effort is made by them to exclude the 
light ; and the hanging head, knit brow, and elevated upper- 
lip and Dose, are legible marks of this strumous ophthalmia, 
accompanied with photophobia. In many of thcBe coses 
you will be astonished to see such an amount of intole- 
rance to light, with so little visible symptoms of disease 
within tlie eye itaelE In these coses you will find marked 
benefit by the local application of compound tincture of 
iodine over the orbit and around the eye ; undemeatli the 
eye you sliould make but one slight and quick application 
of it, but over the orbit apply it until the skin is deeply 
colored witJi it, and over the whole make one application of 
iodine in collodion. Insist upon the child being kept as 
much as possible out of doors, and you will frequently see 
in twenty-four hours a removal of the unpleasant" symp- 
toms. In scrofulous otorrhcea local application of the same 
substances behind the ear are equally beneficial as in dis- 
eases of tlie eye, but In both of these affections be careful not 
to applV the iodine on the inflamed and excorbted skin 
over which the unhealthy discharp; has been flowing ; and 
above all, be careful not to let the tincture run into the eye. 
In scrofulous persons the tonsils ore nearly always en- 
larged : a local, internal application of tincture of iodine is 
generally more successful in removing the enlargement thui 
an^ other application. But there ore many instances, with 
children, where on internal apphcation cannot be made ; in 
these cases on external application over the tonsils will in 
time relieve the difficulty. In swellings about the large 
joints, especially those of a chronic character, free and fre- 
quent application of the iodine will be found of great 
advantage. It will be equallT serviceable also in the swell- 
ing of the smaller joints and mparonychiie. It is frequent- 
ly used with advantage to swollen burss, corns, chilblains, 



furuncles, etc When thoroughly applied in the fu^tstage 
of Don-syphihtic infiammation of the inguinal glands, it will 

gnerally check the inflammation and prevent suppuration, 
the early stage of inflammation of the breast it will fi«- 
quentiy arrest its progress. It has been recommended on 
" ' '■ ■■ iirectly to ' 
reptiles. 



Original Comramiiatifliis. 

ON CERTAIN OF TBE 

ACCIDENTS "WHICH MAY FOLLOW VACCINA- 
TION. 
By henry M. LYUAH, M.D., 



SiXTT years have passed away since the practice of vaccina- 
tion was publicly inaugurated at the smallpox hospital in 
London, Till the close of the eighteenth century, variola 
was a disease from which no person could ever consider 
himself secure; yet, when Jenner announced that discovery 
which has rendered his name immortal, his etatementa 
excited the incredulity, contempt, and unmistakable hos- 
tility, not only of the uninitiated vulgar, but even of men 
of education and established, reputation. In London was 
organized a society which appealed to the public to second 
its efforts in behalf of humanity against the "curse of cow- 
pox." Fearful narratives of death resulting from vaccina- 
tion were published, and widely circulated by the opponents 
of Jenner. The physician tA the hospital at Chelsea, Dr. 
Mosely, asserted that he had seen children "die of cow- 
pox without losing consciousnces of torment till their last 
gasp." Dr. Rowley, physician to the Marylebooe Infirmary, 
publislied the details of fifl^-nlne cases of death by " cruel 
vaccination," and declared it bis belief that " when hmnaD- 
ity shall reflect upon the crowd of victims diseased for life, 
who for ages yet to come will tranamit to their posterity 
chronic maladies of a bestial origin, it will be enough to 
freeze the soul with horror. It is the duty," he continues, 
"of honorable practitioners of medicine to arouse the 
human race to a sense of the multiple and varie4 evils that 
await it nnder the form of this mild catholicon, uiia sugared 
potion, which bears a fatal poison in each destructive mole- 
cule." It was ^vely asserted that certain vaccmated 
children had acquired the brutal characters of animals ; and, 
in testimony of the brutalizing and transforming powers of 
the vac-cine virus, at the shop-windows were actually 
exposed the portraits of persons with the eyes of oxen and 
the cheeks of cows I 

This happened more than half a century ago. The W»- 
rience of sixty years has refuted the ohjectiona of men hke 
Moeely and Squirrell, yet there is still lingering in the 
popular apprehension a trace of that prejudice whicli was 
once so deeply rooted ; a prejudice which owes its perpe- 
tuity to an imperfect comprehension of the relations that 
exist between a cause and its effect. The zealous anti-vac- 
cinarian, who so confidentiy presumed the brutalizing con- 
sequences of inoculation with matter from the udder of a 
diseased cow, felt no fear of similar consequences as the 
result of the doily use of milk drawn from the same ani- 
mal, nor did he hesitate over meat from the same posture. 
It were more reasonable to suppose that the brute form 
and the human form of a disease Uiat might be common to 
man and to the lower animals, would be marked by such 
differences only as are analogous and proportioned to the 
difference which exists between the human organization, 
and the organization of the brute ; in other words, that 
the exciting cause will produce, in both cases, effects which ' 
shall be the same, plus or minus the essential differeDce 
between man and brute. 
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But, however that may be, the prejudice does exist; and, 
even among people who do not resort to public inBtituliona 
of charity, vaccination is often blamed for many a congeni- 
tal defect of body or mind. It is asserted that scrofula, 
erysipelas, i^'philis^ idiocy, imbecility, and a host of other 
ills, are not unfrequently transmitted Irom person to person 
by the act of vaccination^^ video CJy the old objection 
couched in modern lan^age. 

Mow, tLougb no enlighteDed person will coincide with 
the opinions of those who would charge upon the act of 
vaccinatioD 80 many of the ills to which flesh is bcir, a due 
consideratioa of the subject oongtraina ua to admit tiiat 
there ia a color of truth in the objections which hare been 
raised gainst the practice. Children, and grown persona 
too, have died after Taccination, wi'Uout lonny consciotunaa 
of torataoi SB, their iatl gtff ; aa untimely end ban ter- 
iDinal«d the protracted misery of individuals whose life was 
serene till the poisoned lancet introduced into their veins 
the germs of a disease more accursed than any other that 
afflicts the human race. At the same time it becomes evi- 
dent that many of these accidents have resulted from causes 
that are easily avoidable, while not a few result from the 
operation of uie same laws that regulate the most ordinary 
pathological events. That we may fully appreciate Uns 
fact, it ia in the first place necessary to secure a clear under- 
standing of the essential characteristics of the vaccine dis- 
ease, as it manifeets itself in the form of a locahzed inflam- 
matory process occasioned by the infliction of a poisoned 
wound. The natural history of the disease itself is learnedly 
described by a multitude of authors ; it is, for Uie present, 
sufficient to remember that after inoculation with vaccine 
Ivmph the wound remains quiet for aijout three days. On 
Uie third or fourth day it becomes congested, and a papule 
is formed by this congestioa During the four ensuing 
tiays the papule ia converted into a vesicle by the eiuda- 
tion of serum and coagulsble lymph. It is not before the 
ninth day that the stage of true pyogenic and ulcerative 
inftammatioQ breached ; soon after which, the inflammatory 
process being completed, cicatrization occurs, and the scab 
18 dischatged, between the eighteenth day and the iwenty- 
firat 

Having, then, to deal with a process which, though spe- 
cific in its nature, is a truly inflammatory process^ it is right 
to infer that if it be excited in the presence of any abnormal 
conditions, it will be modified in accordance with the laws 
which are ordinarily called into operation by the_ existence 
of such abnormal conditions, and that it is th'rough an 
acquaintance with the nature of these modifying conditions 
that we may hope to And the way of escape ^o\a the dan- 
gers to which (he process is liable. 

These modifying conditions arrange themselves in two 
natural classes : — conditions which affect the essential nature 
of the existing cause (the vaccine virus), and conditions 
which determine the physical structure and constitution of 
Ae individual in whom the process is exhibited j — their 
tendency, when unfavorable, is in the same diroclion, 
resulting in the most frightful exaggeration or even the 
entire perversion, of the original inflammatory aflection. 

It ia (O the first of theae categories that our patients refer 
their complaints when unfortunate consequences follow the 
act of vaccination: it is by a cautious avoidance of the 
causes contained in the first, and by a judicious deference 
to the conditions of the second, that we who practise the 
art may hope to secure at least the i^probation of an 
enli^tened judgment. 

Of the various causes by which the vaccine virus may be 
rendered noxious, one of the rarest consists in the absorp- 



by Dr. Huder {London Med. Oax., vol. xiii., p. 440) that 
five children were vaccinated from the arm of a healthy 
child, which had been vaccinated about seven days previ- 
onelyj. Three different clean lancets were used in the Vac- 
cination of four of these children ; the fifth, living at some 



distance from the other?, was vaccinated by means of ivory 
points dipped in the fre^fa lymph. Each one of these five 
children became, almost immediately, the subject of great 
constitutional disturbance : in not one of them was any- 
thing like a vaccine vesicle produced. Their arms were 
immensely swelled and cedematous ; one child had convul- 
sions; in two of thcro abscesses foimed; and in every 
instance there was an alarming degree of febrile excitement 
It was found, on inquiry, that the child from whom the 
virus had been taken, was healthy ; but on the evening 
before the vaccination trom ite arm, the mother had applied 
a blister behind its ear, for the relief of a pain in that 
region, which was probably only a temporary eflect of the 
irritation produced b^ the vaccine veacles. Notwith- 
standing the application of this blister, the vesicles had 
seemed to be perfect when lymph was taken from theio 
the next day, and, with the exoeption of a slightly unusual 
degree of opacity, the virus had appeared to be in a proper 
condition for use. 

These cases are remarkable, and, were they unique, 
might easily excite our suspicion that some predisposing 
cause other than the concurrent action of cantharides and 
the vaccine virus, was the real agent in the production of 
such an unruly inflammation, u was, however, observed 
in France early in the present century, that the mode of 
vaccination by means of a bhster or a thread was more 
than any other mode liable to be followed by suppuraUon 
and spurious puatulation. M. Husson, a writer in the 
Diotioniiaire det Scienca ilidicalts (vol. Ivi., p. 423), records 
the history of two persons who were vaccinated by the 
application of lymph to a surface which had been blistered 
with cantharides. Serious ulceration was occa^oned in 
each instance; the wound became greatly inflamed, and 
degenerated into ulcers which, at the end of the sixth day, 
were sloughing extremely. It was oiJy after the expira- 
tion of two months of active treatment that these patients 
recovered. 

Another cause of dan^ consists in the mingling of puru- 
lent matter with vaccine lymph, a circumstance which 
usually results from the use of virus drawn from a pock 
which has reached the stage of pustulation. The formation 
of pus ordinarily occurs about the eighth day, consequently 
it IB impossible after that date to procure a pgrc albuminous 
lymph. The nature of this pus will be influenced by all 
the circumstances which afiect the individual who is the 
subject of the inflammatory process, and is, consequently, 
liable to vary, from the blandest of fluids to an irritating 
liquor that shall resemble the most virulent of poisons. 
Such an accident is of course rare at the present time, but 
it not unfrequendy occurred during the early experience of 
vaccination. The first instance on record fell under the 
observation of Dr. Wollaston {Mtd. and Phyt. Jaumal, 
voL iv., p. 468), who saw nine persons, residents of Ji parish 
near London, who had been vaccinated Oct. Slsi, 1800, with 
matter taken from a vesicle at a very late period in its 
course.. Tho virus had a purulent appearance when it was 
taken from the arm. This inoculation produced er'"' 
erysipelas, which spread rapidly from the point of 
tion, accompanied in many instances by considerable con- 
stitutional affection, which was followed in most of the 
cases by an ulcerative process, and in some by a tendency 
to gangrene. Of a large number of persons who were vac- 
cinated, about the same time, with olAer lymph, not one 
experienced the ahghtest evil effect. Two other persons, 
who bad been vaccinated eight days previoudy, manifeatea 
the same unfavorable symptoms after an attempt to procure 
lymph from their vesides with the same lancet. None of 
these cases proved fatal, though their course was painful 
and tedious. Occurring at an early period in the history of 
vaccination they attracted much attention at the time, and 
a committee of medical gentlemen was appointed to exa- 
mine the particulars of so unfortunate a result. That the 
symptoms were occasioned by introduction of a morbid 
poison into the system cannot be doubted. The vesicle 
ttota which the lymph was taken bad assumed a pustular 
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oharacter ; that its coatenta had undec^ne some poisonous 
tiiodificatJOD appears equ^lj certain. Had the lanoet been 
originally in fault, the person from whom the matter was 
token -would have been as liable to unfortunate consequences 
aa vfere the two persons from whom lympb was afterwards 
taken with the same instrumeut.* Had any epidemic or 
•cci dental cause been active. at the time, it is morally certain 
that other vaccinated indiTiduals would have been affected 
in like manner. The precise nature of tlie transfonnation 
undei^ne by the virus is of coorse unknAwu: it is con- 
ceded by the same veil of myatery that enrelops the 
whole subject of morbid poisons. 

That the purrdeut contents of a broken-down Taccine 
Tesicle may produce the most serious results, when inocu- 
lated into the ayatem, is further illustrated by the following 
extract from the writings of Dr. Waterhouse (rf Cambridge, 
Mass., one of the pioneers of vaccination in the United 
States;— "During the autumn of 1800, a angular traffic 
was tarried on in the article of kine-poz matter, by per- 
sons not in the least connected with the medical profession. 
• * * 1 have known the shirt sleeve of a patient, stiff 
with the purulent discharge from a foul nicer, made so by 
nnskilfiU management, and full three weeks after vaccina- 
tion, • * * Qut up into tauil strips, and sold about the 
country as genuine kine-pox, coming direct from me. 
Several hundred people were inoculated with tJiis caustic 
animal poison, which produced great inflammation, eick- 
oeaa, fever, and, in several cases, eruptions, "t {Mid. Rtpoti- 
tory, vol. v., p. 375.) It is very probable that many of 
these oases were much a^mvated by putrefactive decom- 

- position of the lymph which was thus carried from place 
to place, without precaution against the effects of heat and 
moistnre; a con^deration which naturally directs our atten- 

. tion to a third cause, by which virus may be rendered aaxl- 
ous. Like all other substances of animal origin, it is liable 
to putrefaction when exposed to the air, during which pro- 
cess a poisonous element, analogous to the cadawric poxton 
evolved in bodies alter death, is called into existence. Ino- 
culation with this decomposing lymph baa been attended 
with the most disastrous effects. Mr. Wakley (Zancef, July 
10, 1852), saw two infants, one aged six months, tlie other 
two months, who were vaccinated at the same time witit 
lymph supplied by the London Vaccination Hospital. The 
lymph had been taken from a healthy child, on the eighth 
ds^, and had been deposited for preeervation on a sharp 

Kinted cone, that formed a part of the stopper of a bottle, 
both cases, the arm soon became greatly inflamed ; the 
eldest child died on .the fourteenth day with sloughing of 
the wound] the younger infant recovered alter a long ill- 
ness, attended with formation of abscesses in the joints and 
in other parts of its body. The rernaining lymph was sub- 
mitted to a microscopic^ examination, whicti proved tliat 
it bad been completely decomposed, and was unfit for use, 
though it had been taken between thirty and forty hours 



ir misfortune recently oc- 
curring in our own country were more numerous, as 
Spears from the Records of the Middlesex North District 
edical Society.! About tJie 1st of February, I860, the 
authorities of Westford, JIass., procured from uie city phy- 
sician of Boston, a number of vaccine scabs which were 
certified to be from clean and healthy children, perfectly 
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free from extraneous matter, of a bright mahogany color 
and as good, apparently, as any ever used in Boston. Thesa 
FCftba were placed in the hands of a phyacian, residing at 
Westford, who proceeded to make use of them in the fol- 
lowing manner :— On the 13th of February, two or three 
of these scabs were dissolved with snow-water in a phial : 
on the next day a thread was put into this solution, and 
was allowed to soak in it A small portion of the thread 
was introduced with the dissolveil lymph into the arm of 
each person who was vaccinated, the phial being, in 1h« mean- 
time, carried about in tht pocket of the phi/tidan. Dunne 
the week following, nearly fifty persons were vaccinated 
with the virus thus prepafed, of whom all experienced bad 
results in a greater or less degree of erysipelatous and gan- 

aisease excited j from the very firat moment after insertion 
of the virus, pain, and a tendency to inflammation of a low 
grade, were present. A iar^ number were rendered seri- 
ously ill ; and three persons, who were past Ihe prime of 
life, and who were in feeble health, died in consequence of 
the terrible severity of the disease which had been thus ex- 
cited. The symptoms were precisely those which foDow 
inoculation with the cadaveric poison of the dissecting- 
room — a fact which a moment of reflection would have 
easily anticipated. ' We can only wonder at the careless- 
ness, to use tJie mildest form of expression, of a person who 
could use, for purposes of vaccination, matter that was so 
unmistakably putrid, that " it emitted a most offendve 
Bmell whenthe cork was removed fi-om the phial in which 
it was kept."' 



CHARACTERS OF DIPHTHERIA. 
Bt A. C. HAMLIN, M.D. 



It is a well established fact that the types of diseases 
observed in great armies are often so mingled and masked, • 
that we cannot discriminate them clearly, or even classify, 
without giving to them a compound name. This myste- 
rious blending or alteration of character is not confined to 
a single order or class of disease, and neither are the 
monor^nici or zymotici alone affected. Usny ascribe this 
singularity to pythogenic causes or miasmatic influence; 
but Armand, ol^ l^e Inipierial GusA, maintain^ by reason 
of experiences and observations in Algiers, Italy, and the 
Crimea, that, for a solution of the question, we must look 
to those variations of temperature which be calls thernto- 
electro-bygromelric, etc. 

In regard to these phenomena and to the hypotheses of 
Armano, we propose to discuss them from time to time 
in a series 61 casual notes, with such data as fall and 
have fallen within our limited range, trusting that a few 
golden grains may be founB amid the chaflL 

Since the commencement of the campugn, some thirty 
cases of diphtheria have been observed by us, most of 
which have been so obscure and complicated as to render 
diagnosis perplexing, and often iiu;lining us to doubt 
whether the malady merited a distinction from some other 
phlegmasias of the throat by reason of lunctional symptoms 
and physical signs. Rarelv did it commence with tlw pel- 
hcle of^Bretonneau, though it aJlerwards assumed many of 
the peculiarities of the disease in an advanced stage. Some- 
times the exudation appeared like cryptogamous vegetation; 
then, ^ain, there were ulcerated fieaures or irregular 
patches with flake-like lymph. All the cases appeared dur- 
ing or atler wet and stormy periods, when the atmo^heric 
variations were sudden, ana tlie electric osciUations con- 
siderable. All ended in resolution, without serious ii\jury 
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to tia system except one, in which instsace death ensued 
from hiemorrhikge of the palatine or pharj'ngcal arteries. 
The enlargerneat of the cervical gkods was often very 
great, with occasional abscess ; but yielding to stimulants 
and absorbents, it gradually returned to natural size. The 
attending pyrexia and constitutional disturbance were in 
most cases slight. 

The treatment varied from strict anijphlogistic to stimu- 
lant, or to a combination of both, which seemed to be 
the most efficacious. When the ulcerations were clear of 
fibrinous exudation, strong solutions of nitrate of silver 
produced their accusComed heaUhy effect; but whilst it 
remained (and often it could not be detached) the strongest 
cauterization of iron or silver made no impression, as they 
were not able to penetrate the effused lymph. But small 
fragments of ice, held in the mouth in contact with the 
disordered portion, proved of the greatest value when used 
in conjuDcUon with stimulating embrocations around the 

The last case is yet under observation, and may not be 
uninteresting. 

Privato C, teL 19, 2d Maine, joined tha National forces 
in Virginia, late in December, as new recruit ; was attacked 
with rubeola, shortly after with severe typhoid symptoms, 
but became convalescent after a few days' treatment. Three 
days passed in good progress, when soreness of tlie throat 
and diGicult deglutition were experienced. Examination 
disclosed buccal and palatine membranes, velum, and fauces, 
red and vascular, tonsils swollen, muscles of the neck stiff 
and painful, sub-mazillary gland enlarged on lejl side, 
tongue red and clean at point, but " langue perroquet " at 
base (typhoid trace), respiration good, appetit* affected, 
pyrexia slight. 

Treatment, — Chlorate of potass gargles, iodine embroca- 
tions externally, inhalations of Ht«am, and carb. ammonia 
»Lnd brandy internally, high diet 26th.— Disease progressing 
* rapidlyj pelhde appearing on left tonsil, cauterization witS 
floiid nitrate of silver, continuation of previous treatment 
27th and 28th.— -Disease increasing, both tonsils now 
covered with patch of t«naciou8 and membranous exuda- 
tion (inodorous by chlorate of potass), both maxillary 
glands much enlarged, deglutition very difficult, respiration 
fair, anorexia, debility increasing, courage good. 29th — No 
improvement, caustics fcoontinued, and small fragments of 
ice were placed in the mouth near the affected parts every 
half hour; no other change in treatment 30th. — Slight 
improvement, glands lessening. 31st — Degtuiition and 
appetite improved, small quantity of milk drunk, debility 
great Feb. 1st— Attacked with profuse diarrhcea during 
the night, and at morning appeared extremely weak, una- 
ble to speak except in whisper, throat much swollen, less 
punful and less red and vascula^ exudation apparently un- 
changed, stomach ver^ irritable and unable to retain any- 
thing but milk, hitler infusion with bi-carb. soda every four 
hours, camphor and opium frequently to check diarrhcea, 
sponge-baths of whiskey and walor along spinal column to 
arouse nervous energy, courage faltering. 2d.— Diarrhoea 
unchecked, anorexia complete, frequent vomiting, extreme 
nervous and muscular prostration with feeble and quick- 
ened pulse, deglutition and respiration good, glands much 
lessened' in sixe, eye sunken and glassy, brow contracted 
&ce pale and haggard, with peculiarities of faciea Hippo^ 
cratica, slightly comatose ■ prognosis, death. 

Sponge baths continued^ carb. am. and brandy fVequently, 
enema of chicken broth with laudanum three times during 
the day, blister to epigastrium. 

_ 3d. — Nausea less, afele to drink a small quontity of milk, 
diarrhoea checked, throat easy, tongue dry and brown 
faciaP expression and general condition unchanged, treat- 
ment same, with small draughts of milk. 4liL— Condition 
improved, eye briahler, pallor of face less, throat easy, less 
inflamed, but exudations stilt fixed, tonsils lessening, treat- 
ment continued. From this date the recovery was 
extremely rapid and without relwise, tha appetite returned 
m force, and witii it strength and courage, (he exudations 
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NEW MANNER OF PLUGGING THE VAGINA. 
By E. p. BENNET, M.D. 

In placenta pnevia and in cases of abortion, the life of many 
a female is saved only by the judidous use of the tampon. 
This operation, so efficient, is many times a troublesome 
one, bo^ for practitioner and patient, especially when the 
substances introduced have been saturated with astringent 
solutions, as tliey usually should be to render them doubly 
efficienl. In early life I found much trouble in this respect, 
as the alum, or other astringent, so corrugated the parts as 
to render their introduction difficult and painfiil. Now, by 
using a common glass speculum, all trouble is at once 
removed. Tou con pack the ragina to its utmost capacity 
in a Mngle minute without any trouble or sufTering to your 
patient In coses of abortion, in two instances where a 
small portion of placenta remained beyond tbe reach of 
instruments, and where hEemorrhage was long continued 
and alarming, I succeeded in savinR the women by plug- 
ging the OS uteri with a piece ot sponge— an operation 
easily done through the npeculum, but ^most impossible 
without it One of these ladies was and now is hvlng in 
your city, and was reduced to the lowest condition. This 
plan may have been pursued by others ; but so far as my 
recollection serves me, I have not seen it mentioned. 
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Dr. Fikhell presented a specimen of biliary calculus with 
the following history : — The patient from whom the speci- 
men was removed weS a lady, let 40, who had been at- 
tended by Drs. Joseph H. Smith, Still6, and Toung. She 
bad been ailing for several weeks past with symptoms 
referable to the stomach ; vomiting of large quantities of 
bile was almost constant, as was also pun in the epigas- 
trium. There was no icterus present, neither any of the 
otiier symptoms which belong to hepatic derangement 
Death was occasioned by exhaustion. On post-mortem 
examination, in the situation corresponding to thai of tbe 
gall bladder, was found a lai^ gall stone, enveloped by a 
Uiick cartiiaginouH membrane Tbe tissues in the imme- 
diate neighborhood were agglutinated together, and tho^ 
pyloric extremity of the stomach was much liiickened : 
all of which was supposed to have been the results of old 
and oft repeated attacka of inOammation. 

Dr. Euot referred to the lk;t which had been com- 
municated to him by one of the attending plw^cians, vie. 
that the tongue presented a very red and beeslike appear- 



Dr. Fihhell presented in behalf of Dr. Fdruah three 
placentas joined in one. The case was one of triplets. 
The first child was delivered without any trouble, the 
head presenting. Before the delivery of this chila the 
head of tbe second one was felt through the abdominal 
walls, and hence twins were promised to the woman. The 
second child was delivered in the course of an hour after 
the first, when shortly after a third one presented the foot 
The length of the cord of each child varied; in the first it 
was about two feet, in the second but one foot, while in 
the third it was the shortest and thickest^f -i^ , ^h^ fhil- 
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Dr. Saitsh exhibited a epleen and heart which he had 
remOTed from a man 48 years of age. He could give iittle 
more th&D the post-mortem history of the case. The 
symptoms daring the past fourteen or fifteen montiis 
^Tided themselvea between cardiac trouble and a deep- 
seated immovable pain in the left hypochondriac r^on. 
On making, by request, the post-mortem examination, Dr. 
B. diacoTered the existence of lobulated inflammation of 
the spleen, a . pathological condition of great rarity. On 
diTiding the organ longitudinally a wedge-formed discolor- 
ation was discovered at its lower portion. The same thing 
was noticed at its superior portion, which, however, had 
not progressed so far as the other towards the perfect 
development of the true character of the diBease. On 
microscopical examination the wpearances were foond due 
to simple fatty defjene ration. Dr. B. experienced a great 
deal of difficulty id finding authorities upon the subject 
Very few pathological anatomists made an allusion to it, 
and Virchow seemed to be the only one who gave a good 
description of its cbar»cter& The wedge-shape of the in- 
flammatory process in the particular portions of the organ 
was due to tne trabecular and convergent arrangement of 
its stroma. The heart was found diseaaed. There was a 
considerable atheromatous depowt around the valves; and 
also vegetations. Tbe complication of disease of the heart 
with that of tbe spleen bad been referred to by the author- 
ity quoted. He also supposed that the original cause of 
the disease of the cfileen was tbe escape of some of the 
endocardial vegetations in the general circulaUon, which 
were finally arrested in tbe small arterial branches su[^ly- 
ingthe affected lobules. 

Dr. FiKKELL had from time to time presented two or 
three specimens of spleens illnstrating the fibrous disease. 
They were removed from persons of intemperate habits. 
There was no heort disease connected with any of these. 
The diseased maases were more or less scattered through 
tbe organ, which was usually about twice its natural 



Db. Badir exhibited a second specimen, consisting ofa 
portion of tbe Fallopian tube, removed from tlie body of a 
young lady who had been married several years. She had 
never borne children, and for Ihe last three or four years of 
her life had suffered from disturbances of the menstrual 
flow, leucorrhoea, etc. Of a audden, however, she became 
afiected with very intense ptun in the right iliac re^on. 
attended witi excessive vomiting. No anodyne could 
give her relief, and she finally sank and died. Suspicions 
having been aroused as to the possibility of her beior poi- 
soned Dr. Bauer was requested by the coroner to mdie an 
autopsy. The right Fallopian tube was found ruptured, in 
consequence of tubal pre^ancy, and the whole cavity of 
the abdomen was filled with blood. Alon^de of this rup- 
ture wss an epiploic appendix lying free m the abdominal 

Dr. Fwsell referred in this connejion to two cases of 
Fallopian pregnancy which he had met with, both of wWdi 
occurred on tLe right side. In one, ^e symptoms were so 
sudden, and the TOmiting so persistent, that poisoning was 

suspected. 

nRi<rruRB or (uofsaous. 
Dr. Bauer presented a spedmen of stricture of th« 
ceaophagus, removed from a patient whom be had seen but 
once, that being about three months previous to her death. 
Tbe history given him tJien was that about eighteen years 
previously she swallowed a small dierry-pit, which, becom- 
ing arrested in the oesophagus, remained there for some 
little time. Since this time she had eiperieoced more or 
less dysphagia, but this symptom oaij became distresnng a 



short time before she saw Dr. Bauer. On examination, a 
stricture of the tube was discovered. Inasmuch as the 
cause of the disease was a «mple oneBit was thought that 
dilatation might be resorted to with benefit. As she resided 
some distance from the dtj, the suggestions for treatment 
were sent to the practitioner, Dr. Hammond, who had her 
in charge. The physician seemed to bo successful for a 
little while, when he discovered that after each passage of 
the bougie, the (esophagus became hermetically sealed, so 
tliBt she was unable to swallow even water until two or 
three hours had elapsed. She died of inanidon, and on 
post-mortem examination there was found an abscen sur- 
rounding the oesophagus, «nd situated just above the point 
of constriction. In tlie right lobe of the thyroid gland a 
large calculus was found imbedded. 

Dr. Kraceowizer stated that he hnd seen tiie same case 
sbout three or four weeks before death. It was then 
difficult to decide which was the most urgent symp- 
tom, the dysphagia or dyspncea. The patient stated to 
him that for many years past she had been troubled with 
difficulty in swallowing, which, however, would leave her 
sometimes for months. Only a very transient benefit seems 
to have followed the use of the bou^e as advised by Dr. 
Bauer. In attempting (o probe the stricture with his finger, 
Dr. E. brought up some cheesy-looking material, which on 
microscopic examination proved to conmst of epithelial 
scales, and a great Quantity of those fuagositica known as 
oidium olbicana He felt a hard tumor in the region of the 
thyroid gland, which inclined him to the belief of the exist- 
ence of epitheUal cancer. He, however, thought it very 
probable, in the absence of the characteristic nests of scales, 
that the cheesy substance consisted simply of layers w 
epithelium from the surrounding mucous tuemhrane. He 
advised, in order to prolong life somewhat, that either 
cesophagotomv or gastrotomy be performed, but she wss 
afterwards told that it would even then be necessary soon 
after to resort to tracheotomy, inosrouch as the larynx bad 
been firmly bound down to the adhesions surrounding the 
stricture. Under these circumstances the patjent declined 
having anything done, and in the course of a couple of 
weeks after he beard of her death fit>m inanition. 

Dr. Post had under hia care several yeara ago a gentle- 



after he beard that death had taken place ii 
quence of inanition, but that just previous to that event a 
large quantity of pus had been discharoed. No post- 
mortem examination had been mode, but be supposed that 
the abscess, as in the case just cit^ was «tua(ed in tbe 
neighborhood of the constriction, and bad a great deal to 
do in haatening Uie fatal result. 

« BHnosTiTia or rmtja, etc. 

Dr. Bauxr presented a fourth specimen, consistillg of tha 
knee-joint of a lady, set 17, whicn had been removed by 
amputation. The disease could not be referred to any 
injury, uid had lasted but eight months. During the first 
three months of its existence, and up (o a short time pre- 
vious to her admisson into the Brooklvn Medical and Sur- 
gical Institute, there had been very littie tenderness and 
swelling of the joint; she had not suffered from any reflex 
muscular irritation, and her sleep had not of late been 
much disturbed. On her admission into the Institute, the 
knee was found swollen in ftoat and in the popliteal q>ac«, 
but its cutaneous surtace was not discolored. There was 
slight flexion of the joint; and distinct Suctuation over the 
whole of the diseased port. A puncture was made in 
it in order to ascertain the nature of the fluid contents of 
the swelling. Instead of pus eecaping, as wss expected, 
fluid blood issued from the opening. . The persistent hectic 
and emaciation of the patient rendered amputatiou impera- 
tive. After the removal of the limb, a regular excavation 
of the apophyses of the femur was recognised, filled with 
blood, the source of which was not aecertuned. Ho 
tuberculous depo»t was found. Ihe serioal«um had beea 
I , izecoyCOOQie 
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raised from the posterior and anterior surfaces of the hone, 
and OQ the inner surfE^e of llie membraae were evident 
nature's efforts towsids the formation of new bony material. 
Taking into account all the circumstances of the case, Dr. 
Bauer was disposed to think that the disease originated in 
endoetitis. 

Dr. Wood believed that there had been an abscess of the 
lower end of the femur, which had disintegrated the bone, 
and separated the periosteum in the ncigiiborbood from '' 



alluded to could in iiis opinion be accounted for by the 
existence of periosteal inflammation. In conclusion, he 
asked if the epicula had been examined by the microscope. 
Db. Badcb did not think that an abscess of the nature 
referred to could have existed without giving rise lo more 
svmptome than were exhibited during the progress of tlie 
msease. Nor does the cavity necessarily indicate an 
abscess, inasmuch as endostitia likewise produces one by 
circumscribed fatty decay of the cancellated structure, as 
he had seen it. 



Dr. BiDEB presented a fifth specimen, which he obtained 
by ezsecUon of the knee-joint of a young girl 17 years of 
age. She hsd suffered for seven or eight years with what 
is generally called " white-swelling," and when she pre- 
sented herself at the Institute, her knee-joint was distended 
and filled with liquid. She had suffered very little from 
constitutional disturbance, complained of so great 



evacuated. Motion of the parts was then made, when the 
articular surfsces of the tibia, femur, and patella, were 
noticed to grate against each other. There remainingno 
other remedy, an operation was deemed advisable. £x- 
eection was determined upon, if the bone should not be 
found too far diseased. The result of the case proved the 



and one-eighth, and the patella, was only removed, the 
rest of the bones being healthy. The operation was per- 
fbrmed ten weeks previous, and the patient has fibrous 
anehyloais, which in course of time will undoubtedly become 
bony in character. 

^e surface of the condyles at one or two points pre- 
sented an ivory-like hardness, and Ibe question which had 
interested Dr. Bauer and his colleagues had relation to the 
fitct whether or not this was true ebumation, or simply 
the dense bony tissue immediately underlying the car- 

Dr. Woon was of the opinion that the hardened fwrtions 
referred to were nothing more than sequestra whiift had 
been driven into carious bone, inasmuch sB those pot^ 
tions could be moved. He askM Dr. R if there were any 






^ closed 



in four mouths, and in the last case there were still present 
very superficial ones, moat probably communicating with 
dead bone. In both cases the ends of the sound bones 
were wired together. In the last case he would not be 
surprised to see from time to time small fragments of bone 
presenting themselves at the opening, as he expected the 
bridge of bone which was situated between the surface of 
the femur and the tibia to become necrosed. This same 
thing happened in the first case. 

Dr. Wood stated that he had met with sinuses quite 
frequentlr after exsection. He referred to a case he had 
then under treatment, of exsection of the knee-joint, in 
which a sufBdently long time had- elapsed to allow the 
ends of the bones to unit^ but the sinuses still remained 
open. He coincided with Dr. B. as to the probability of 
{he bridge of bone referred to becoming necrosed, as the 
same thing had liappencd to himself in two instances where 
wires had oeen used. 



Dr. Post remarked that it was very usual to meet with 
sinuses after exsection, where no wires were used. In 
connexion wilh the subject of ebumation, he referred to a 
case presented to the society, in which amputation of the 
thigh was performed for canes of the articular bones of the 
knee with necrosis of the femur. The portion of the thi^h 
bone sawn through was completely ebumated. The 
medullary canal at this point, being by this means com- 
pletely occluded, formed a wall between the caries and the 
sound hone above. He had seen a number of instances of 
ebumation of the upper extremit;? of the thigh bone. 

Dr. Wood cited m this connexion the case of a hip-joint 
which he had exsected last winter. It was ori^ndly a 
case of morbus coxarius, and in connexion wit}i which the 
superior porljon of the shaft to the extent of two and a 
half inches was eburnated and enlai^d in circumference. 
He also referred to a specimen, previously presented, in 
which a considersble portion of the tibia was eburnated. 

Dr. Post stated that according to his observation necro- 
sis presented less smootlmces of surface, and less density, 
than that which was shown in the specimen exhibited by 
Dr. Bauer. 

De. Wood remarked, that he had seen in the phosphoric 
disease of the jaw, not only the sequestrum but the lavolu- 
crum a great deal harder, and more dense, than in the por- 
tions of supposed ebufnation referred to. 

Dr. Kraokowizer thought that Dr. Bauer's specimen 
of ebumation showed that exostosis had first taken place, 
and that the protruding portion had l>ecome ebumated. 
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THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
Tbb time is drawing near when some action should be had 
concerning the Annual Meeting of the American Uedical 
Association. In common with many others, we deemed it 
advisable that the last annual meeting should not be held. 
The country was at that time in a state of feverish excite- 
ment, and there were few who took a lively interest in 
anytUng bnt current events. Had the meeting been held, 
we doubt if a respectable number of our medical brethren 
would have been called together. But the condition of 
our civil affairs has changed, and this change gives a new 
tone to the feelings and temper of the people. Business is 
beginning to resume it« former channels, and citieens are 
returning with increased interest to their former pursuits. 
The question which we now propose to the medical pro- 
femion is this : Shall not the American Medical Association 
hold its annual meeting at Chicago, on the first Tuesday of 
June next ? 

So fcr from the present condition of the country consti- 
tuting reasonable ground for further postponement, there 
are several reasons which render a meeting of the Associa- 
tion at this time particularly desirable. The civil contest 
into which we have been unexpectedly precipitated, 
develops many new subjects of interest and importance, 
which it behoves the profession to consider. A host of 
topics relating to military surgery and hygiene we now, for 
the first time in our generation, brought borne to us, and 
thwr careful oonnderation devolves upon the profesuoo. 
Digmzea oy VjOOQ IC 



There Kill be no dearth of topics which, io the present 
state of affairs, will spring up in the deliberations of the 
Aasocdation, and which no other oi^nized body of the pro- 
fession can so appropriately consider. We conceive that 
the Association owes a duty to the country, the profession, 
and to it«olf| which it can only discharge by holding a 
Btat«d meeting, and remaining in session long enough to 
deliberalo carefully on all the important matters which will 
coDie up for conaderation. We know that we utter the 
sentiments of many, when we urge upon the officers of the 
AjQodation to see (o it that the regular meeting in June 
be seasonably announced. 

In connexion with the meeting of the Assodation, we 
desire to allude to a matter whicli seems to us to claim 
more attention than it is receiving from the profession. 
Tbe practitioners of Hointeopathy are, at the present junc- 
ture, putting forth sU their efforts to obtain some ofGciai or 
legal recc^ition of that system of practice. They are 
striving for this end with somewhat of the same desperate 
energy with which the rehellioua states are seeking to be 
recognised by tbe great foreign powers. If it be said that 
these efforts show the weakness, rather than the strength, 
of the roving system which has for many years thriven on 
the credulity of a portion of society, we admit the fact; 
but, nevertheless, ia it well for the profession to remain 
altogether apathetic? Do we not, by inaction, furoish 
occasion for misapprehension 7 Ought we not, as a pro- 
fession, to do something towards enlightening our legisla- 
tors, and, to say the least, not leave it to be inferred that 
we are wholly indifferent to tbe action which may be 
taken respecting the applications before our state and 
general govemmenls? 

As pertinent to these inquiries, we would refer to past 
experience of medical legislation in (his state. Twenty- 
Sve years ago, the laws regulating the practice of medicine 
and surgery in the state of New York were admirably 
adapted to promote the wellare of the profeg^on, and 
afford security to the public against imposition. It was 
requisite that every regular practitioner should become a 
member of the county society. The profession, thus, had 
the power to determine who should, and who should not, 
be ranked in the class of regular practitiooers. Irregular 
practitioners were prohibited from proctiung, by Gnes, and 
by imprisonment, if they persisted after having been re- 
peatedly fined. They had no power to collect bills for 
medical services. The class of empirics known as botanical 
practitioners; or Thorosonians, riuscd a hue-and-cry against 
these restrictive laws. By pertinodous clamor they pro- 
cured a law authorizing them to practise, provided they 
prescriljed only vegetable remedies, indigenous in tbia 
Male! But this did not satisfy them; they continued to 
harass the public and the legislature, until not a few mem- 
bers of the profesmon, tired of hearing so much about the 
subject, themselves petitioned to liave all the restrictive 
laws abrogated. The legislature finally granted to the 
botanies all they asked. This class of empirics was then 
pretty numerous, and, like the homceopathists of the pre- 
sent day, they had their active adherents. Where is the 
sect now ? In this state it is almost extinct. The conces- 
sions which were obtained did not sufBce to keep it in 
existence; perhaps, on Ute contrary, it suffered apodtive 
iujury when they could no longer (Mimploin of persecution. 
But these Concessions also damaged the legal position of 
the profession. The profession were deprived of some of 
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the prer<^live9 important for the protection of its charac- 
ter, and not less so for the welfare of the public. Now, 
the members of the profession in this state, had they been 
disposed, undoubtedly might have thwarted the efforts of 
the botanies, until the system died out from its intrinsic 
elements of decay. 

This experience seems to us to teach a lesson with regard 
to the attitude of the profession towards homoeopathy at 
the present time. We can prevent any recognition of this 
system, either by state legislature or the general government, 
if we choose to make an exertion for that end. There is 
no class of men in this country who can exert a stronger 
influence, by united action, for any important object, than 
the members of the medical profession ; with union and 
action wo can become 'irresistible. Wo can make and 
unmake legislators, governors, and legislatures, if we choose. 
We have only to oi^nize and act in concert. It is, then, 
simply a question of propriety or policy, whether we shall, 
as a profession, take steps to put a quietus on the pur- 
poses for which the homoeopatliists are stirring, or whether 
we shall reraiun passive, and suffer tlien to effect what they 
can by their iroportuDate demands. 

We leave this question for the present witli our readers, 
adding that, if it be desirable for thi; profession to consider 
the matter, and, still more, if it be concluded to act, it is 
advisable not to let the annual meeting of the Associatjcoi 
have the go-by. 
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We have called tbe attention of the profession to the 
importance of some kind of arrang^ent on our railway 
thoroughfares to meet the severe accidents that so fre- 
quently befal passengers. We learn that a measure of this 
kind has been introduced into the Legislature of (his State, 
and has been very favorably received. The following are 
the outlines of the Bill : — 

" It provides for the Association of the Bailroad Com- 
panies of the State, the same to be a 'body politic and 
corporate,' managed by a 'Board of Managers, consisting 
of tlie Presidents or such other officers of the associated 
companies as may be designated by (he respective com- 
panies and tJte President of the Association, who shall be a 
citizen of tlie State of New York, and not an officer of any 
railroad company. This association shall make up a gua- 
rantee fund of |100,0(XI, chargeable upon each road pro 
rata as to its passenger traffic^ and to enable ^e associa- 
tion of railroads to meet casualties tiie respective companies 
shall, in tlieir discretion, be aitowed to charge one-half of a 
mill per mile to every passenger in first cla.=8 cars, or one 
cent for every twenty miles or distance within it in addi- 
tion to the usual fare. In return for this, each passenger 
Is guaranteed, in case of death, $6,000 to his heirs; in case 
of loss of a hmb, or an incurable injury seriously inleriering 
with usual occupations, |5,O0O; and for other injuries in 
proportion, to be hereafter definitely laid down. Surgical 
stations are also to be furnished along (he line of the road, 
and competent surgeons ^pointed to attend them when 
required. This done, the railroad companies associating are 
to be exempted from all fiirther liability on account of any 
aoddent to pa.=Bengers. At the end of each year, whatever 
remains of tbe associated fund, after paying all expenses, 
shall be divided into two equal parl<>, the one to accumulate 
until a permanent fund of $100,000 is created, (he other (o 
be equally divided and puid to the trustees of four hospi- 
tals, two in the eastern and two in the western parti of tne* 
State, they undertaking in return to treat gratuitously 
whatever cases of injury may be sent to iliom from tlio 

ilroads. Wiien the |100,OOU fund K'^«pa^«TVH^ *^ 
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e public will be returned to the public 
might be urged thnC companies, by such « measure, would 
be relieved altogether from pecuniary liability, aad might 
become careleaa. To obviate this, a sort of reward and 
penalty clause has been introduced. It providea that on an 
accident occurring on any road, the company efaall be fined 
to the extent of one-thinl of the amouDt to which it has 
rendered the associated fund liable. This fine is to go into 
a special fund, wliich, at the end of the fiscal year, is to be 
dirided pro rots as to their contributions to the casually 
iuod, first charging the respective companies to the extent 
of the one-third of the clwm made by their road on the 
associate fund. Eewards and penalties are here eel forth 
of the highest importance as securing core and proper 
equipment on every road of the aasociatioii. Companies not' 
meeting with any accidents will thus be absolute gainers; 
while those with whom they occur, not only lose the 
amount to which they are fined, but have an equal amount 
deducted from them in their share of general distribution." 
This is a matter which should especially interest all sur- 
geons residing on railways. The movement has thus far 
been principally sustained by Dr. Arnold, of Yonkers, and 
we hope there will be a concerted action of all interested 



Thb daily papers announce the death of one of our most 
eminent statesmen, the Hos. Wm. Fei^hinoton of Newark, 

N.J., hy accidental poisoning. Itseems that he was suffering 
from fever and was attended by Dr. Pabkeb of N. Y., and 
Dr. Pessinoton of Newark ; he was ordered eight grains 
of quinine ; the apothecary, by mistake, put up eight grains 
of morphine, which the patient took at a dose, and which 
quickly proved fatal. We arc not Eurpriscd at this acci- 
dent; indeed, it is more surprising, considering the want of 
system among drupi^ists in Ihe arrangement of poisons on 
their shelves, and the gross ignorance of their assistants, 
that these casualties are not of everyday occurrence. If 
such a fearful calamity should lead to reform it were not so 
lamentable, but it will t«ach a lesson which but one person 
will heed, and he is the unfortunate apothecary who com- 
mitted the error. 

A WRrrER in the Boston ifedictU Journal endeavors to vin- 
dicate Bn. Morton in his late prosecution for the infringe- 
ment of his ether patent It is still asserted that he 
merely wished to test the validity of his patent in order to 
compel Government to compensate him. The same plea 
was alleged when he brought a suit against the U. S. 
ilarine Hospital at Chelsea. Whatever were the motives, 
then and now, in bringing these suits, the impression left 
on the minds of those who listened to (he arguments of his 
counsel in the present suit, is decidedly that tliis was the 
beginning of the arraignment of public institutions, if not 
of individuals, for infringing his patent Db. Parkcb was 
fully justified in saying that the movement in Dr. Morton's 
behalf in this city was, "on the idea that be had abandoned 
hia patent, otherwise not a thing would have been done." 

Ih the lost English edition of Samuel Cooper's Surgical 
Dictionary, a HJngular error has been committed by Mr. 
EnicnsES, the author of the article upon ligature of d)e In- 
ternal Illao artery. It is stated that this artery was first 
tied, and that successiully, in 1828, in the United States, 
ty " Mr, Hudson of New York," To be correct, it should 
have rAd, by " 5. Pomrot WniTR, M.D., of New York; 
formerly of Hudson, in the State of New York." As Dr. 



White performed this importantoperation at a distance &om 
his residence, and attended the patient without receiving 
any pecuniary compensation, we think the credit of the 
operation should not be accorded to Mr. Hudson. 

Tni infiuence of the war upon Medical Education remains 
an unsettled problem. There ore many reasons why it 
should increase the number of students; such as the great 
demand for surgeons an tlie army and navy, and the vacan- 
cies which have occurred in country towns by (he enlist- 
ment of older practitioners in the army. As yet, we have 
no reliable index of the changes which are to come. We 
may notice as facts which give no definite conclusion to 
this question — that the Castleton Medical College (Vt) 
has given up its present Spring course, on account of our 
civil troubles, while the Medical College of Ohio is about 
to commence an Extra Regular Course, to meet the wants 
of the army. 

We commence publishing in this number the official trans- 
actions of the N. Y. Pathological Society. No society is 
attended more profitably than this by the practitioner, for 
none is so devoted to the discussion of practical questions. 
These transactions are always of interest, and will now, we 
believe, prove doubly interesting under the supervision of 
the committee of publication, which is composed of the 
following members:— Dns. Clark, Erackowizer, Poet, and 
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ENGLISH PHYSICIANS ON TYPHOID FEVEE. 

[To tlw Editor of tba Ahkuca* Hxbkxi. Tihb.] 

Sir: — The death of Prince Albert, which, accordingto the 
London Mtdieal TVniM and QaxtUe, was caused by typhoid 
fever, has given rise to a renewal of the discussion concern- 
ing the first recognition of this disease as a distinct aSection 
from typhus fever. In questions of priority in medical div 
coveries, Enriiah physicians have more than once assumed 
tlie credit which belonged to American observers, and have 
sometimes even appeared to conwder our claims as scarcely 
entitled to a candid examination. 

In the Journal above referred to, Dec, 1861, p. 670, 
there is a communication from Dr. A. P. Stewart, contain- 
ing the following words; " Mv investigations were mode 
from 1836 to 1839, and were followed up by the publication 
of my conclusions, first at two meetings of the Parisian 
Medical Society, in April, 1840, and then in the Edinburgh 
Medical and Surgical Journal for October in the same year. 
What influence that paper may have had in the formatitm 
of medical opinion in Europe and America, on the subject 
now attracting such universal attention, during the nine 
years that elapsed before the appearance of Dr. Jennet's 
well known papers, I leave to the decision of others, who 
are probably better informed on this subject than myself" 

That Dr. Stewart should assume his paper to have bad 
any special influence, beyond that which it acquired as cor- 
roborating previous conclusions, is singular, inasmuch as two 
months before its presentation a memoir was read in the 
same society, by Dr. N. C. Barlow, which covers nearlv 
the whole ground {Lancet, Feb. 29, 1840). But to nei- 
ther of these gentlemen belongs the honor which one of 
them appears to attribute to himself The distinctive pecu- 
liarities of typhus and typhoid fever were determined by 
Drs. Gerhard and Pennock, of Philadelphia, who published 
nn account of them in the American Journal of Medtad Sd- 
tnea, for Feb. and Aug,, 1837. These papers were repub- 
lished in the DvlMn JovnuU of MediaU Seimee, Sept, 1837, 
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p. 148, etc., analysed in the liedico-CMriirgieal Eevitw for 
Oct., 1837, p. 553, and translated in tErphience, % Parismn 
Journal, in 1838. Consequently they muet be presumed to 
have been well known to Dr. Stewart and alt otlier pbysi- 

The writer of the present communication, having observed 
the typhus epidemic in the Blockley Hospital, described by 
the phyaicians just named, afterwards made a special study 
of typhoid fever in the wards of U. Louia, in Paria, and had 
opportunities of obseirio^ typhus, with Vdpes in Naples, 
Tweedie in London, Aliron in Edinburgh, and Graves in 
Dublin. The results of these observations were contained in 
a paper, of which VaUeix speaks as follows : " In on unpub- 
lished memoir of Dr, Sli^e, on interne of Dr. Gerliard, dur- 



tember 14 and 28, 1838), and which we have before us, we 
two diseases ore compared, symptom by symptom, and 
lesion by leaon; and apart from the phenomena of fever, 
common to all febrile affections, the opposite of what is 
observed in the one is sure to be presented in the other." 
{ArckivtM Oin., Feb., 1839, p. 213.) M. Valleix concludes 
his essay with the following among other inferences: "Eng- 
lish and American tynhus ts a difierent disease from typhoid 
fever," A few months later, the same physician published 
(Archivti Oin., OcL, 1839, pp. 129 and 266) an analysis of 
thirteen cases of typhus, oteerved in London by Dr. G. G. 
Shattuck, of Boston, which fully confirmed the conclusion 
just stated. A paper, fouuOed on the same cases, was after- 
wards printed in this country, by Dr. Shattuck (Phila. 
Mtd. Exam., Feb,, 1840, p. 133). It was after the whole 
of these publications that Dr. Barlow and also Dr. Stewart 
communicated their observations to the Parisian Medical 
Society. The apparent wont of candor in the par»graph 
which we have quoted from the Tima and Qatetle, is there- 
fore, for its author's sake, vei^ much to be regretted ■ the 
more so, indeed, oa some of his own countrymen, Drs. Mur- 
chison and Jenncr, for instance, have discussed the subject 
in a more generous spirit. 

It argues but little for the sagacity of Englishmen, pur- 
suing medical studies at Paris, that tor so many years after 
the pubhcation of Louis's work on typhoid fever, tbey should 
have remained blind to the striking differences between this 
affection and typhus, their ordinary endemic fever ; singular 
that it should have been reserved for a foreigner, and he an 
American, to furnish (he contemporary English medical pro- 
fession with the first demonstration of their differences; 
•nd most lungular that they should have persisted in their 
wilful blindness, although Uiey posaessed, in a work as old 
as Htucam's, a clear description of " alow nervous fever," on 
the one hand, and of "putrid malignant fever" upon the 
other. Whoever has observed the via inertim opposed by 
•ome of their own countrymen to the recent demonstrations 
of Jeuner, Miirchison, and other enlightened pathologists, 
will feel no surprise that even now an article occasionally 
appears in their journals betraying a singular hankering 
oiler the old conliision and obscurity which reigned so long 
in English pyretology. A. S. 



AN EXPLANATION. 

[To tha Editor of Ih* Asiuoan Uimdal Tnn.] 

Sir : — I received a few days ago from Dr. Daniel H. Tuke, 
a reclamation relating (o the memoir which appeared in 
the Medical Times, on Moral Insanity. Here ftdlows the 
extract from the letter containing it. " . . . . You will, 
I sm sure, allow me to correct an error into which you have 
bllen: I do share Ray's and HoQlMuer's opinions most 
heartily, and quoted than htcaiue I approvtd of them. By 
' unqualified'* I mean simply that HoQltauer's judgment was 
BO decided that he does not quali^ his statement by any 
exception or doubt. I never supposed the word would bo 
understood in an unfavorable sense. I conclude you sup. 
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posed I intended to convey the idea of vnjueUJiahle asser- 
tion. Had I read your remarks a few weeks earlier, I 
should have been able to make the statement clearer, as the 
second edition was passing through the press; now, how- 
ever, I must wait till another edition (should it ever be 
called for), when I will make use of an cipreBsion which 
cannot be misunderstood. Should you have an opportunity 
of explaining this misapprehension among your medicu 

friends, I should be obliged " 

Now, dear Sir, I most readily acknowledge my error, 
since my honorable correspondent has explained the sense 
of that word ; before that, puzzled to understand itq signi- 
fication in Dr. Tuke's sentence, I had recoutse to Todd's 
and Johnson's Dictionary, and found that it meant "not 
fit: divested of qualification." How could I, unaware of 
the new sense, find thai it might signify just the reverse of 
what Dr, Johnson snys, namely, — not wanting any qualifi- 
cation. If it i.'* my own fault, by inaccurate Knowledge of 
the Eoglisli, with which I hope to become more familiar, I 
find my excuse in saying, that in such an important work as 
the Manual of P$ychological Medicine, which I consider as 
a standard work, not too much caro can be token in its 
close examination. Yours, etc., 

I. Parioot, M.D. 

SiiEO Si:io, Febnurr 10, IMl 



VETERINARY SURGEONS IN THE ARMY. 

[To tbs Editor of (he Ahibcak Midiml Tihb.] 

Sir: — It has c«curred to me, in copnexion with the army, 
that perhaps a few remarks on the subject of Veterinary 
Surgeons might be of use to some of the numerous readers 
of your valuable journal. I have for many years been 
impressed with tlic idea that thiscounti^is peculiarly fitted 
for the development of that arm of the military service 
called cavdry. The extent of surface to be protected by an 
army, the varied uses that this branch of the service can be 
put to, together with the absolute necessity (hat there exists 
m civil Ufe for the cultivation and development of the noble 
animal, the horse; these are some of the considerations 
which have long induced me to feel an interest in the care 
and protection of this animal. It is well known thot the 
governments of Europe (England, France, and Germany 
especially) pay particular attention by legal enactraenL' and 
public contributions to these subjects. Rome, it is snid, 
although long desiring it, did not succeed id conquering 
Carthage until she haid acquired a superiority over ilie 
latter m cavalry. It will be remembered also, that the 
horse is a very delicately constituted animal, and in his 
higher developments demands almost as much care and pro- 
tection from the elements as man himself! 

The cavalry arm of the service has, until lately, it seems, 
not been a favorite arm with our generals. The present 
rebellion has developed more forcibly than ever belore the 
absolute neccsaty of a large cavalry force. 

I have watched with some degree of interest (having 
been connected with the cavalry in the army), the charac- 
ter, i«ani^ and advantages of this military power. Tlie 
first thing which has attracted my attention is the want of 
size in the American horse. As seen in the volunteer ser- • 
vice he is deficient in breadth of beam ; in othtr words, he 
lacks bone and rauscle. He is better calculated for speed 
ajid light service than for the heavy drudgery of the dra- 
goon or cavalry duty, and especially for artillery service, 
Of course the strongest and best horse found among us is 
the Moi^an horse, and the best nninials for the service 
doubtless come from this stock ; but a large percentage of 
our horses, are Messenger, and similar breeds, which com- 
bine grace with speed, without a greot deal of strength. 
The splendid cavalry horses found among the Guards oftbe 
thrones of England, Fnmce, Germany, and Russia, ore 
doubtless the result of long and inteihgent training and 
breeding sustained by bountiful governmental patronage, 
Napoleon seemed to be fully alive to tlie importance of this 
subject, and his Karros remain to^t^~d«^uMtoT«d 
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tbruujih France, in testimonj' of hie vis'Iom tad foresight. 
Tliis is my firat obfiervation in reference to my subject 

If J second course of remarks luts reference to the condi- 
tion of our horses when first brought into the army, and 
for some time Bflerwards. These horses are generally 
young, some of them not fiilly grown, and are in good 
order. Many of ihera have not had the ordinary colt's 
disease, the distemper, or any of tlie common affections of 
the youthful horse. The consequence is, tliat when brought 
io contact with so many others, these soon contract the 
distemper, and require immediately proper care and atten- 
tion to Carry tlicm ^cly through Ibe disease. I hare seen 
young horses, olberwiae well organized, with good poinla, 
absolutely rot, exoosed to the weather, without proper 
feed or any medical attention in this disease. I have often 
seen large sloughs under the jaws and about the neck 
wasting the strength of the horse, merely for the want of 
opening the abscesses when formed. I have seen curable 
cases of glanders allowed to run on to a fatal termination 
■ without care or attention. I have seen alight injuries of 
the fetlocks and otlier joints allowed to continue until very 
Taluable horses were perfectly worthless. I have seen 
chronic ophUialmiiB drag on from week to week, and 
month to month, ultimately producing blindncs.=, which 
might have been easily cured by timclv medical attention ; 
and finally, I have seen horses by the hundred, suffer from 
colds, bowel affections, and starvation, for the want of a 
very little care at the proper time and in the proper direc- 
tion. These horses cost the government one hundred and 
twenty-five dolkrs apiece. The loss therefore of but few 
of them would pay an ample salary to a well educated 
veterinary surgeon to every regiment in the service. I am 
convinced that the government would have saved in (he 
single regiment to which I have been attached, in the five 
or six months of its existence, at least four times the annual 
salary of a good veterinary surgeon, if such sq officer had 
been attached to iL Tbb veterinary officers are denomi- 
nated by the " Regulations," farriers, one of whom is 
assigned to each company in a regiment. From personal 
observation I should say positively iJiat these farriers are 
tolally incompetent to the duties of taking care of the 
heulth of tlie horse. This is so obvious to some of the 
commanders that the presumptuous pretenders are uncere- 
moniously dismissed from the service by tliem. A good 
veterinary surgeon, well educated, in each regiment, with 
power to nouiinale his assistants in each company, is, in 
my opinion, on absolute necessity. The efficiency and reli- 
ability of this arm of the service demand it Economy in 
public expenditure demauds it ; and common humanity for 
the welfare of this noble but much abused servant of man, 
cries aloud for at least tliia much protection against the 
ignornnce and brutahtics of ch.trlataos and pretenders to 
veterinary science, Tou see, Mr. Editor, that I have reached 
my subject at last, and I must say that I cannot explain tlie 
unaccountable apathy exhibited by both llie government and 
the people on this subject Pennsylvania led the way in , 
giving a charter for a veterinary college some seven years 
ago. Massachusetts, Ohio, and New York have followed 
her example, and have chartered similar institutions. The 
general government had perhaps better take it up itsell) and 
establish a college in Washin<;tun for the education of vete- 
rinary surgeons. Be this as it may, if the proper laws were 
paaeod, like those of Europe, recogni«ng and properly 
remunerating sucli a body of men as veterinary surgeons, 
they would soon come into existence. I have been in- 
formed from reliable authority, tliat ten per cent of the 
live stock of this great agricultural country is annually lost 
to its owners fjr want of proper medical allentioii and 
advice. This is-not the time or place Co examine the bear- 
ings of tliis question in their relations to the other interests 
of the community ; but it is a well established fact among 
those who have examined the mailer, that nothing of equal 
importance is so much neglected in tJiis conntry as veteri- 
nary science, and I may add, from known facts, that the 
lactlllies for its cultivation arc almost unlimited. In refer- 



ence to the army itself^ the government should look after 
not only the ordinary causes of diseases and loss, but the 
proper training of iU cavalry. 

Respectfully yours, 

James CRTAti, 
iote Surgttin lo "Cktmtron Dragoon*," Pa. VoU. 



RICHARDSON'S BRIGADE MEDICAL CLUB. 

Uwd Qnuten. tTtt K. T. I.. EicnuHoii'i BuoiDi, 
Cijif UioinoAN, BBiu- Amiinotu, Vi. 
[To Ibe VAiUa of Ilia AMEin-Air UidicuTiiu.] 
Sib: — I am happy to bo able to inform you that the medi- 
cal officers of tliis brigade have organized a Medical Club, 
for the purpose of discussing interesting subjects connected 
especially with mihtary hygiene and au[^ry. 

The society has already existed for more than a month, 
and meets once a week, m rotation, at the quarters of the 
regimental surgeons; the discusdons arecarried o 



.tionally, the only formality observed being tlio appoint- 

enc of a chairman at each meeting, the secretary neing 

permanent A social reunion closes the proceedings of 



the evening. Tlie constitution, which is very ^mple, 
admits to membeisllip, first, the surgeons and assistant sur- 
geons of the brigade, ex officio; and second, graduates 
or students connected with the hospitals or ambulances. 
The subjects already under discussion have been i The 

Esition of the medical staff and their attendants, ambu- 
ices, etc., during engagements ; their duties at tlie same 
lime ; primary or secondary amputations ; conservative sur- 
gery, including resections, etc., etc. In addition to the 
value of such aiscusslons, another advantage to be derived 
from frequent intercourse is the greater degree of inti- 
macy which ought to exist between medical men, who are 
to act in concert during the tiying ordeal of a murderous 
conllicl, and the knowled^ of individual characters, their 
excellences and peculiarities, so necessary to brigade sur- 
geons and medical dirccters, who would be otherwise igno- 
rant of the strong point* of those under their command. To 
Dr. D. W. Bliss, our brigade surgeon, we are indebted for 
this useful combination of the medical men of the brigade. 
It remains with ourselves to profit by its manifest advan- 
tages. 

TBE QITABTER BNDIKO DEC. 31, 1851. 

Ikveri. — Febris continua communis 21, intermittens quo- 
tidiana 34, intermittens tertiana 3, remittens 6, typhoides 
19 ; death 1, in general hospital. Ephemer.il coses of this 
class, mixed and undetermined, 96. Total 179, death 1. 

Diitiuea of Iht Organ* connected with ffit Digeslivt Syi- 
Um. — Colica 4, constipatio 116, diarrhixa acuta 140, dysen- 
teria acuta 15 (very mild and differing little from diarrhcea), 
dyi^nteria chronica 1, gnstritis (subacute) 3, gasCro-enteri- 
tis 1 ; death 1, in general hospital. Tonsillitis 2. All other 
diseases of this class 8. Total 290, death I. 

Bisea«t* of the Respiratory Syitrm. — Bronchitis acnia 41, 
Catarrhus 15G, laryngitis 1, phthisis pulmonalis 3 (dis- 
chai^d), pleuritis 2, pneumonia 2, other diseases of this 
class 24. Total 229. 

Brain and Nervoti* System. — Neuralgia (miasmatic) 10, 
tic douloureux 2. Total 12; 

Urinary and Otnilnl Organ* and Venereal Affeetiont. — 
Bubo syphiliticum 2, orchitis (from contusion) 1, gonorrfacea 
1, syphilis primitiva 2, syphilis consccutiva 1. Total 7. 

Fibrotu and Mu*aiUir SfTucturei. — Lumbago 3, rheuma- 
tismus acutus (muscular) 13, Other diseases of this class 1. ■ 
Total 17. 

JiicessM and UJcer*. — Abscessus (trifling) 4, fistula in 
ano (cured by operation) 1, paronychia 1, phlegmon 2, 
ulcers (tri&ing) 5, other diseases of this class 6. Total 19. 

Wotmda and Injuries. — Amhustio 1, contusio 1, hernia 2 
(1 discharged, the other ordered " to waitfor further orders 
with his regiment." He is, however, in constant danger, 
as I have no proper trusses lo meet hia c^ej.thuee I have 
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being all of one sUe, and so large aa to be utterl; uaGt for 
ordinarj mortals) ; sublusatio 22, tuIdus incisum 3, vulnuB 
contusum Tel loceratum i, vulnus sclopeticum 1, other dis- 
eases of this cl»3s 1. Total 37. 

Giaeaga of the Eye. — ConjucttJviUs 2, other diBcases of 
this class 7- Total S. 

AB other I>ueaiei. DebilitJiB 18, ebrietas 2, hasmorrhois 
(mild cases) 5, prolwsus ani and bxmorrhois 1 (discharged), 
morbi cutis 12, odontalgia G, scrofula 1, morbi vaiii 6. 
Total 51. 

Total taken sick during quarter 851, deatlis 2. 

Otnerai Obaervalxont. — First, with respect to fevere. 
These were generally simple continued tevers, owing to 
functional derangements consequent on expctsure and in- 
discretion. Occasionally, in weak or scroluloua Eubjecte, 
they assumed a typhoid cliaracler, but of genuine typhoid 
(enteric) fever, such as I have been accustomed to see in the 
New York hospitftls, I have not had a single case in my 
regimental hospitaL Two patients, sent to the general hos- 
pital, were said Co hare died of typhoid fever, but one, I 
know, had gastro-enleritis in camp from over free indul- 
gence. He was also reported to have bad diphtlieria, and 
died, no doubt, with typhoid symptoms. The ' ' - 
consisted of Douriabment and stiinulanta. The n: 
reus and obstinate diseases of thia class were 
owing to the unhealthy location of one or two of our 
campa, especially near Fort Albany, within sight, smell, and 
taate of all ibe pestiferoua exhalations emanating from Uie 
swamps and tlaagkter hovsts on tlie Virginia 'side of the 
FotAmac, extending from the Long Bridge to Alexandria. 
But a barrel of quinine bitters received from tlie Sanil&ry 
Asaociauon kept the regiment on its legs, and brought down 
tiie sick list from seventy to twenty-five in a few days, at 
a time, too, when the poison assumes its deadliest malig- 
nity. Here quinine and whiskey were not only the cure, 
but the prophylactic ; emetics and cathartics were generally 
used in the commencement of treatment. 

With regard to the prophylactic powers of quinine, 
4rbich I have heard some to doubt and even deny, I must 
say that I am firmly convinced of ita great power aa such, 
havinghad the most unmistakable evidence of the facL after 
extensive use and tri^,'not only at the time above alluded 
to, but on other occasions, when tbe regiment was exposed 
to miasma. My ei^perience may be summed up briefly 
thus: It cures almost all miasmatic diseases; it renders 
mild, and in a great measure abortive, what would be other- 
wise a determined case of miaama; it prevents miasma, 
when used as a prophylactic. 

So far, I have not seen a genuine case of articular rheu- 
matism ; in fact, I have seen nothing appertaining to it but 
local muscular pabs, produced by exposure to damp, while 
the soldier lay lati^ed on the ground. 

A case of fistula in ano was cured permanently by 
operation, the patient reporting himaelf for duty in a few 

A case of incipient hernia was treated by rest and coun- 
ter-irritation of the inguinal canal externally, which pro- 
duced adhesive inflammation there in the most effectual 
manner. 

The average mean strength of the regiment for the quar- 
ter was 732, which includes only eight companies, two 
others being detailed for duty at Fort Washington, Md, 
It is mainly composed of Irishmen, generally mechanics, 
clerks, farmers' help, and other laborers. There are about 
500 in the regiment whom 1 have rarely or never seen on 
the sick list, except when we had them vaccinated at the 
Battery, New York. 

Since the regiment came into service, it has been mainly 
engaged in tbe hardest duty, such as picket duly and work- 
ing on tlie forts in the neighborhood of Washington. In 
this way we have had a " hand in" building Forts Albany, 
Richardson, Erin (on Munaon's Hill), Lyon, etc., while our 
pickets were " busUing" up tlie enemy on the outposts. 
WiLLUM O'llsAoaKB, Skrfton. 



FOREIGN MEDICAL NOTES. 
Tbi great theme now in Paris is ventilation, and aa 
there is no one question in our science more settled than 
that pure ur is essential in both health and disease, it is 
strange indeed that the subject has been so much over-- 
looked. And, besides being poorly ventilated, the hospitals 
are but scantily lifted. The Lanboisidre and some others 
of the newest may be exempted from thia fault, but in all 
the lower wards of hospitals in the " Quartier Latin" the 
patients are seen tJirougn a dingy twiliglit. " Lumiire ti 
voua plait'' is a common cry from the professor, and up 
comes the attendant with a tallow candle In his hand 
(10 A.M.), to throw light perb^a on a case of hoc^ital gan^ 
grcne I Tlie majority of the professors are, it would seem 
to me, in favor ot this lack of light and air, aa their amphi- 
tiieatres, for instance, can be .readily venlihited if the; so 
choose ; but no, such are generally »s fou) as lager-bier 
saloons in the basement And as tliose students who ore 
indigcnoua apptear to relish it quite as well aa tlie professors, 
all that we foreigners can do is to set it down as vn trait 
ftanfais, and be resigned. The peonle in general seem 
much more fearful of "taking cold than we do, for 
every second man in the street has iiis chin in a comforter, 
and llalgaigne invariably ails down to lecture wrapped up 
as thou^ on a fnow-bonk. On tbe .other hand, during 
summer weather every one is out of doors as much aa 
Indians are, and almost as sparsely dressed. They seem 
fond of the two extremes of air to live in — the very putrid 
or Iho very pure — the former being met with in the eajit, 
and the latter in tbejiirdiTU, whicii, as everybody knows, 
are lie two popular resorts of Parisians. 

But, bad aa the hospitals are at present, they will compare 
charmingly with what they were. The following extract 
I take from an ancient report which has fallen into my 
hands, on the condition of tie HAtel Dieu. It was drawn 
up before tbe revolution of '89, and in order not to deprive ' 
it wholly of ita quaintneas in style, I will translate word 
for word as far as possible : — 

" They (committee) have remarked four, five, and nine 
rick in one bed. They have seen the dead huddled with 
the living ; wards where tie passages are narrow, where 
the air stagnates charged wiilt iumid vapors, and where 
the light penetrates but feebly. The commissioners have 
seen ^so the convalescent in tbe same wards with the sick, 
the dying put with the dead, and many forced to get naked 
from bed to the window, winter as in summer, to breathe 
the exterior air in bridge St. Charles. Thej have seen for 
the convalescent a ward in tbe tiiird story, to which the 
approach Is made by traversing the ward for tliose taken in 
small-pox ; the ward of the maniacs contiguous to that of 
the unfortunates who have suffered the most cruel opera- 
tions, and who cannot hope for repose in tbe neighborbood 
of these madmen, whose frenzied cries are heard day and 
night ; in the same ward tbe contagious maladies with 
those that are not ; women attacked with smnll-pos put in 
with those having fevera. Tbe apartment wliere they 
tri;pan, cut Ibr stone, and amputate members, contains 
equally tliose being operated upon, those that arc to be 
operated upon, and tiiose that have been already. The 
operationa are made in the middle of the room even, where 
the palienta can well see the horrible preparationa, and hear " 
tlie criea of torment; those whose turn it is the day fol- 
lowing, have before liem a tableau of their future suffer- 
ings, ond those who have already passed this terrible ordeal, 
judge how profoundly they ought to be shocked by these 
criea of pain! These terrors, these emotions are received 
in the midst of accidents from inflammation or suppuration 
(au miHeu de» accident* de TinJUnmnativn ou dela iiippvra- 
Uon) to the prejudice of re<'0very end hazard of life. La 
Salle St. Joaeph ia consecrated to women en«infr», and 
married or unmarried, aound or diseased, they ore there 
tonka enaemhle, three or four In this state lying m the same 
bed, exposed to sleejilessnesa, to the contagion of tainted 
bedfeUowB, and in danger of injming their infants. The 
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women aeeouehi) are placed four or more in one bed al 
different epoclia of (heir delivery. Tlie heart grieTca at the 
bare idea of tbie situation where the poor women mutually 
iufect, and the most part perish or leave Ungubhin^. A 
thousand causes particular and accldemal unite eaeh day 
with causes general and coDStant of a corrupt air, and force 
(o the conclusion Umt H6tel Dieu is the most unhealthy 
and the most inconTenient of all ihe hoipitaU, and that two 
die out of nine." 

No iraprovcmeul^ were begun in this hospital till the 
beginning of this century ; but its position must debar it 
from ever ranking higher, or worthy of further expendi- 
tures. The arernge number of deaths now is one in seven, 
' thus ahowing considerable amelioration. 

M. Davenne, in the Academy of Medicine, accepts the 
•tatistiCB of Malgaigne, which show that the proportion of 
deaths in ratio wii]i the number operated on surpasses 
greatly that of the London hospitals; but, while admitting 
this, M. Davenne is persuaded that aa much blame should 
be attached to a/ler trtatmtnt as lo the bad condition of the 
hospitals. Better not czculpal« the hoepitals, M. Davenne, 
better confess lo bad buildings than bad 



stated that the Veterinary Hospital at Alfort, previous to 
1826, was so miserably ventilated that every operation, 
even to bleeding, became complicated with accidents of 
gravity, and for a horse lo enter was almost certain death. 
Bince this epoch the buildings have been reconstructed 
with a view to aeration, and to cure is now the rule. The 
infection purulenU, fonnerly so common, is now extremely 
rare, especially Eince it has become the practice to do the 
dressings by the light of day. 

It appears that Professor Traube, of Berlin, has found 
in another case of aneurism in the aortic arch, by means of 
the laryngoscope, the condition of the larynx as follows: — 
Uoderale con^etion of mucous membrane of epiglottis, of 
arytenoid cartilages, and of the vocal cords. The glottis 
larger than normaL On the patient pronouncing the letter 
a, tne lett vocal cord rested immovable, while that on the 
right ^proached slower to the median hue than natural. 
li^vements of arytenoid cartilages similarly modified. 
Besides, the glottja did not sensibly enlai^ during deep 
respiration. Ctonit. 



Ptbital Itctos. 



Sahford Hall, FLtfSHiNO, Loso Island, N. T. — Since 
the recent dealji of Allan Macdonald, Esq., one of the 
proprietors of this Establishment, the following brief state- 
ment to its patrons and friends, of its present condition 
and prospect^ has been made. Tlie seventeen years of 
prosperity and usefulness which the Inslitutlon has enjoved 
under the direct control of its Ibunder, Dr. James Mac- 
donald, and, since his death, under that of his brother, the 
late Mr. Allan Macdonald, furnish the best proof that the 
original plan of the Establishment was wise in its concep- 
, tion, and has been prosecuted with fidelity and success. 
This plan, it need hardly be added, it is the aim of the pro- 
prietors to pursue and to perfect, Mrs. Dr. Macdonald 
wUl remiun personally identified with the Institution, as the 
repreaenlative of the interests and the aims of her honored 
husband. Dr. J. W. Barstow, having removed his family 
to the Hall, will continue, as heretofore, tlio Resident 
Physician, Dr. Benjamin Ogden of New York, whose 
long experience in the treatment of mental disease is well 
known, will also retain bis connexion with the Institution, 
as Consulting Physician; visiting the patients regularly 
twice eyec- week, or more frequently if desired. It is be- 
Ij(.r -^'- "^ ider tlie personal superintendence above ' 
Jry science, a:id ,^„^, „f ,v,„ f„„,;,.„; iii .:. 



faciiiUo.i fur its tulli 



of the InstitutJon will continue 
It the advantages which it luts hitherto 



offered for the relief and treatment of the diseased mind, 
will be in all respects undiminished. 

SooiBTT OP Armt Sdrobohs at Baltimore. — The Sur- 
geons of this Division convened at the office of the Medical 
Director of the City of Baltimore, on Wednesday the 12th 
instant, and proceeded to organiae a Society for Improve- 
ment in Military Surgery. Surgeon Siropeon, of the Regu- 
lar Army, was called lo the chair, and Assistant Surgeon 
C. C. Lee appointed Secretary. On motion. Surgeons 
Gilbert, Cox, Read, Oilman, and Taylor, were appointed s 
to draft rules for the regulation of the body, and 
minate permanent olBcers for the same. The - 
reported the following gentlemen as officers of 
the Society : For President, Jacob Simpson, United States 
Army: Vice-President, Brigade Sur^on John McNulty, 
United States Army; for Secretary, Robert Bartholow, 
Assistant Surgeon, United States Army. On motion of 
Bri cade- Surgeon Cox, it was resolved that members of the 
medical corps on duty out of Baltimore, etlher in this or 
other divisions, be cordially invited to a participation in the 
deliberations of the Society, whenever their convenience 
may a'low. On motion the Society was ordered to meet 
every Wednesday, at the ofliee of the Medical Director of 
the Division, at 3 p.m. On motion the proceedings were 
ordered to be published in the city papers. 

Death of Db. Lotheb V. Bell. — We regret to hear the 
death of Dr, Bell, late a Brigade Surgeon in Gen. Hooker's 
division. Dr. Bell has long occupied a prominent position 
amurj the students of Psjchologicd Medicine in this coun- 
ty. He was for many years the Resident Physician of the 
McLean Asylum, Mass., and at one time the President of 
the Association of Physicians of Lunatic Asylums, He 
was also an author of considerable celebrity. On the 
breaking out of the rebellion he joined a Massachusetts 
regiment as surgeon, was at the battle of Bull Run, and 
subsequently received the appointment of Brigade Surgeon. 

Paraltbis from the Viper's Bitk. — Dr. Guyon has sent 
in an interesting communication on the effects of the sting 
of a horned viper (Cerastes jEgvptiacus), on an Arab of 
tlie oa.iis of Laghouat, one hundred and twenty leagues 
south of Algiers. Alter the lapse of a month, during 
which the wound had healed, the patient was attacked 
with paralysis on the side opposite that where the sting 
had hWn inflicted. The author quotas several instances of 
this curious &ct of paralysis ensuing after the bite of a rep- 
tile, and on tlie side opposite lo that which had received 
the wound. — Lavcet. 

DROwmHO Ann Stricmi;, — Since July, 1861, the number 
of cases which have come under the cognizance of the 
Royal Humane Society, in which the lives of one or mora 
persons were imperilled, was 14B ; of these 128 peraonf 
were successfully treated, but 18 were beyond recovery. 
There had been 13 cases of attempted suicide. The num- 
ber of Hyde-Park cases had been 19, of which IT had been 
successfully treated by tlie officers of the Society, but 2 
were found drowned. The number of cases of attempted 
suicide was 4. — Lancd. 

Model Reqisthation. — In the town of Bridgeport, Ct, 
the annual morUlity for 1861 is reported as 257 ; 62 of the 
deaths (more tlian one-fourth of the whole) are registered 
under the head of "unknown catuet." It is proper to 
state that the Registrar is not a medical ofBcer, and also 
tJiat the various cemeteries are not under the control of the 
municipal authorities. 

EoTAL Fbib HoSPrTAL. — The Corporation of the City of 
London have voted the sum of two hundred guineas as a 
donation to the funds of this hospital. — Lancet. 

Dr. Lallehand. Professor of the Military Hospital of 
Val-de-Gr4ce, well known as the autlior of severid scien- 
tific works, is appointed Chief Physician to the Army about 
to proceed to Mexico. — Lanc^, 

Dr. Oeo. C. Blacehah, of Cincinnati, re«gned his pod- 
tian aa BrigBde Surgeon early in January, in order to attend 
to college daties. / - ■ 
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LECTURES ON 

NEW REMEDIES AND THEIR THERAPEU- 

nCAL APPLICATIONS. 



LECTDEB IV.— PART II. 



Ih the trestmeDt with external applic&tioiu of iodine, 
the success will depend upon the metliod in which it is 
applied, m well as in the prepautaon made lue of. For or- 
dinary application to adults both the tincture and the com- 
Ckind tincture are too w^ak in iodine, and \ «m in the 
bit or preparing a compound tincture in preference to a 
simple tincture, as the iodide of potaasium makes the iodine 
moresBoluble not only in the alcohol, but by the absorbents 
of the skin. The officinal formula directs that half an ounce 
of iodine, and one ounce of iodide of potassium, be dissolved 
in one pint of alcohol ; but fur external use this contains an 
unnecessarily lai^ proportion of iodide of potassium, and 
much too small a quantity of iodine. The preparation I 
usuall;y use is made oy dissolving half an ounce of iodide of 
potaswum, and an ounce and a half of iodine, in a pint of 
alcohol of about eighty-six per cenL ' If but a mild effect 
is wished,' one application of this with a camel's hair pencil 
over the surface will be sufBcient ; but in many instances it 
will be necessary U> renew it two or three times, merely 
waiting until the previous triplication is dry, and this may 
be repealed at first twice in twenty-four hours, af^rwards, 
once a day or once in two days as required, but often 
enough to produce free and frequent eifulialion of the skin. 
If but one application of the iodine is needed, or if the ap- 
plication is made at lon^ intervals, I usually apply over the 
q>ot painted by the tincture a good coating of iodinal 
collodton,madeafler the following formula:— Take of iodine, 
two drachms ; Canada balaam, one drachm ; collodion, four 
ounces ; dissolve first the iodine, then the Canada balsam in 
the collodion. The oork of the bottle should be perforated 
by a peg of wood, to which a camel's hair brusli should be 
attached. Some persons use this collodion without any 
previous ^tpliuation of the tincture, but I think a better 
effect is produced by ^plying the tincture first and then 
coating it with collodion. By this means the pores of the 
akin are not immediately closed, and the iodine exerts a 
more energetic effect, and tlie evaporation of the iodine it) to 
•ome extent prevented by the outer covering of collodion. 
The balsam is added to prevent it^ cracking. But if a duly 
application of iodine is needed it is not well to paint it over 
with the iodinal 'collodion, because so long as the collodion 
remains it will prevent the action of the next application of 
iodine on the skin. In cases of synovitis, tonsillitis, etc, it 
b better to use the compound Unoture I have mentioned, 
and then cover the apot with f. piece of oiled silk, and 
cover the silk with a bat of cotton. I am satiafied I have 
discussed many a non-syphilitic bufao by this means, and 
quickly relieved cases of synovitis. In the photophobia 
Bcrofulosa of which I have spoken, I generally if possible 
apply my compound tincture over the brow until it is of P 
dark color ; two succesMve wlications will generally be 
Bufiicient, but sometimes I apply a third, waiting a mmute 
or two for the second to dry : over (his spot 1 then apply a 
piece of oiled silk, and over this a bat of cotton, the whole 
being kept in jjace by two or three strips of isinglass 
plaster. There will be a burning pain for a short time, but 
it soon subsides, and tills pain may be to a great extent 
prevented by smearing the spot riightly with castor oil 
before applying the oUed silk. The same plan may be 
Am. Mw. Timb, Vo(. IVt Na ». 



adopted over the tonsils, behind the ear, or any apot where 
it is difficult to keep the oiled silk on. 

Of late years, glycerine hss been added to the compound 
tincture of iodine, to prevent its drying so quKkly, when 
used as an external application, and in some instances ia 
very beneficial, especially where it ia desired to cover the 
part with oiled silk. From one to two drachms of gtyc*- 
rine may be added to an ounce of the compound tincture. 
It is more serviceable when applied the last time, juat before 
covering it with the silk. 

For external application, an iodine ointme&t, and a com- 
pound ointment of iodine, are frequently made use of. 

For the iodine ointment, the U. S. Dispensatory direota 
twenty grains of iodine and four grains of iodide of potaa- 
«um to be properly incorporated with one ounce of laid. 
For the compound iodine ointment, fifteen grains of iodine 
and thirty grains of iodide of potaesium are incorporator 
with an ounce of lard. An ointment of iodide of potassium 
is made in the same way, by dissolving a drachm of the 
salt in the same quantity of boilins water, and incorporat- 
ing it with an ounce of lard ; but I have been in the habit 
of using, in the place of these, the'following formulra, whidl, 
I think, possesses advantages over thoae just menticoi^ 
for the following reasons ; — the compounds thus prepared 
are more easily made, and on account of their solubility are 
more thoroughly incorporated, and keep better, and crya- 
tallization of the iodine and iodides is prevented ; — 

lodmt Ointment. — Take of iodine, two acruples; iodide 
of potassium, eight grains; glycerine, four drachms; lard, 
twelve drachms. Rub first uie iodine and iodide to a pow- 
der, tfaea add the.^yoerine, and when the solution is com- 
plete, add the la™. 

Compound Iodine Oindnml.— Take of iodine, half a 
drachm ; iodide of potassium, one drachm ; glycine, four 
drachms; lard, twelve drachms. Bub the io4iide and iodine 
to powder, then add the glycerine ; and when the soluticm 
is complete, add (he lard. 

Iodide of Potamium OindMRt-e-Iodide d potassium, two 
drachms ; glycerine, four drachms [ lard, twelve drBchm& 
Rub the Iodide to powder, dissolve in the glycerine, and 
add the lard. 

These ointments are chieBy used for friction, over enlarged 
glands, as dressings for indolent scrofulous ulcere, and as 
applications to soroftilous diseases of the skin and scalp. 

In scrofulous affte'ionsof the lungs and air paBasges, 
inh^tions nf Iodine have been recommended, ana for this 

furpose iodine has been Inoorporated in pastilles and burnt. 
have never used it in inhalation for this purpose; but in 
the chronic catarrhal afi^ction of the nasal mucous mem- 
brane and pharynx, I have found a few drops of a solu- 
tion of iodine in ether, dropped on a hot {^te, and the 
vapor inhaled, of frequent advantage. 

The general external i^plioaUoa of iodine, by means of 
baths, was first recommended by Dr. Lugol, who used the 
baijis very extensively, and considered them very valuable 
In the treatment of scrofulous complaints, where the 
digestive organs were deranged, To prepare toe bath, from 
four to eight drachms of iodide of potassium are diliolved 
in a pint of water, and from two to four drachms of iodid* 
added ; this is mixed with sufficient water for a bath, in a 
wooden bath tub, and the hatha are used every other day. 
For a time aAer the bath the skiu is colored, but the color 
soon disappears, unless the baths are fi'equently repeated, 
when the color becomes more penn^ent, and only disun 
pears with the desquamation of U>e cuticle, Local batiia 
of this description may be also applied to one or both feet, • 
or to the arms, in cases of local diseases of the sldn. 

Iodine, when taken inlernaUy, has, more than any other 
remedy, the power of counteracting the poison of acroAila. 
This disease, whitji is so common, and which exists not 
only in individuals but in whole familiee^ becoming heredi- 
tary through many generations, is more easily controlled 
— palliated Moce the introduc'*"" nr.Ko „^ nf i^,,.^ .r,.t 
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its compounds, than it was previoua to tnai um& it UD- 
doubt«&y exerla a betto influence upon those cases of 
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diseose, whioL seem to be Rcneratod by errors of 
diet or babitation, than in (.hose who have inherited the 
diathesie througb many generations of the same fonily. 
In the former cases we not only oocaBionally, but generally, 
see a marked improvement in the health of the individual, 
by proper dosea of the compound tint'ture of iodine, or the 
iodide of iron, even wliei'e Che diet and habitation are 
undinrge<i ; but the benefit is rapid and alniust daily per- 
ceptible, uheu in addition to the administration of tlie 
iodides, a proper diet, habitation, and cloihing are en- 
jOTifd. Tlie hereditary cases are very intra(;ta'>le, and 
difficult of cure ; but llie poison in the system of the indi- 
vidual is f^Derally much palliated' by the ircatmenC with 
ioJine, which prevents it fiom destroying the life, or appear- 
ing to any great degree in the system of ibe individual, 
though It may not eradicate the poison, and prevent its 
appearance in the next gi-neration. 

Thfre is a marked diliei^enoe in the features of the dis- 
ease in these two instances ; the former is nearly always 
associated with anaemia, and requires restoratiTe as well as 
catalytic remedies; the latter ia coniplicared with nervous 
derangements and an enfeebled power of assimilation, 
which i-equi res a combined treatment of stimulants or seda- 
tives, with the cntalytic la the former cases, the iodine, 
ill combination with iron, quinis, and cod liver oil, is more 
efficncious ; in the latter, the iodine, in combination with 
ammoaia or potash, with the addition of strychnia, wine, 
hydrocyanic acid, or hyoscyarous, will be found more bene- 
ficial. The scrofulous diseases oF cliildren are, as a rule, 
more quickly end surely benefited by .tlie iudides than 
these diseaEea in olderpersona. Indepeudentof the quicker 
a. similation and metsmorphoiiis of tissue in children than 
1.. ndulis, we should look for this effect from the known 
action of iodine. When taken for some time, iodine, like 
antimony, mercury, and arsenic, has Ibe effect of dimlnisli- 
ing the amount of Sbiine, and of impoverishing the 
■ blood, thus produdng a rapid alteration in the composition 
of that fluid, and necessurily through that, of the splid 
solid structures also. Alt the remedies of this class which 
■we have hitlierto brought to your notice, promote absorp- 
tion ; this is eminently the cuse with the one of which we 
are now speaking. They all also exert a special influence 
over morbid poisons^ by neutralising them, and causing 
their disappearance Irom the system, and thus not only 
re-noving (he poison, but removing also the abnormal ten- 
dencies. We have volumes of testimony as to the great 
value of iodine in the treatment of scrofulous disorders, 
and in the hospital practice of many eminent physicians 
who have used it, we find innumerable cures ol glandular 
■weliings and ab8ee.=»e8, of ophthalmic strumous diseases, 
scrofulous ulcere, skin diBeaees, and scrofulous afreotions of 
the bones. But you will find equally in private pnictice 
as in that in hospitals, the neceBsily of a close attention to 
the habits and dietol your patients, and you wilt find there 
are many whom you cannot induce to practise the neces- 
sary ablutions to pfoducc oleanlinet* of the body. In such 
instaAes you will find gr^at adyanta^c in directing a given 
quantity oF the compound tincture of iodine to be put into 
a basin full <rf water, and certain parts of the body to be 
washed each dny, so that every two or three days the 
whole body may be washed over. Cleanliness is mdispen- 
table in these diseases; and it has no ill effect to minister 
to the mind as well «s the body. Do not for^t that in the 
treatment of scrofulous diseases, above all others, you need 
> all the assistance you can obtwn. from improvements in 
diet exercise, cleanliness, and all other means that will 
tend to promote the general good health of your patient ; 
and do not, when your patient is well from the effects of 
all these combined, in addition to the iodides you have 
been giting, say, aa several thoughtless persona have said, 
that they would have been equally well witliout the iodine. 
I have seen such cases tested, with and without the iodine, 
•od the improvement under the treatment with the 
iodidet was most plainly marked. But do not imagine 
thatyoQ will core, or even palliate, all diseases of a stni- 
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mous character with the iodides ; for there a 
will resist your be^t skill and efforts. 

Iodine was Srst used in treatment of goilre 
and there is no remedy now known so efEcacii 
Boyle repor'B three hundred and sixty-four ci 
wiib iodine, out of which two hundred and s 
were cured, in these instances approaching n< 
character of a specific than any other remedy with which 
we are acquainted. 

In Phthieis, fiom its analogy to scrofula, it was for some 
time hoped that iodine would be equally efficacious as in 
scrofulous di.-orders ; but it is now aclfnowledged that 
iodine po.^es^es no power of arresting tuberculous deposits 
in the lun^ 

St/phi!ia. — For this affection the iodide of potassium is 
most generally UMd, but is confined to the latter symp- 
toms, bi'ing of litHe service in the priniaiy affection. In 
perit^toi'is and eruptions of the i^in, with nodes, and 
rheumatic pains accompanying this disorder, five or ux 
grains of iodide of potassium administered three times a 
day, will most generally give relief; and where it fails, the 
red iodide of mercury, combined with smaller doses of the 
iodide of poWssium, will frequently effect a cure. I need 
not refer again at any length to these pypliilitic disorders, 
as I fpoke of their treatment quite fully under the subject 
of Mercury. 

Bhcvmntitm. — The iodide of potassium Is frequently used 
in the treatment of both the acute and chronic forms of this 
disease, but itschief valuein thisdisorder isin tJie rheumatic 
p^ns wbicli constitute one of the chief features of tertiary 
syphilis. In other forms of rheumatism it is quite uncer- 
tain, though it is frequently used, ^id sometimes with bene- 
fit in the acute disorder ; in these Jnstnnces it is usually 
administered in large doses freel^y diluted with w.nter, and 
I think the effect is as much attributable to the potash as lo 
the iodine. 

We find, then, the chief internal use of iodine and the 
iodides to be, to counteract scrofulous diseases, aud tertiary 
syphilitic disorders. Iodine has been used as an injection in 
spina bifida, curing, under the observation of one gentleman, 
five cases out of twelve. It has been frequently also em- 
ployed as an injection in hydrocele. 

AdmtTiittratiim. — Iodine is probably never administered 
in the solid state, and it is but seldom used internally in 
the form of simple tincture. It is nearly always adminis- 
tered in combination with either iodide of potassium, am- 
monium, or Bodium, as with these preparaiions it is soluble 
in water. The favorite preparations for the internal exhi- 
bition of iodine, are tlie compound tincture of iodine and 
the compound solution of iodine. The compound tincture 
is prepared by dissolving half an ounce of iodine, and an 
ounce of iodide of potassium, in a pint of alcohol. The 
compound solution is stronger, and contains six dnidims of 
iodine, and an ounce and a half of iodide of potassium, in a pint 
of water. Tliis is generally called "Lugol's Solution." The 
dose of this latter is from five to twi-nly drops in a glass of 
sweetened water ; the former preparation may be given in 
a tliird larger doses. Unless largely diluted it should not 
be given upon an empty stomnth. There are many per- 
sons who object to giving any of the preparat-oiis of iodine 
after eating any substances containing starchy motters, and 
as starch is so constant an element ofour fooil, they recom- 
mend that it should always be given some time before eat- 
ing, otherwise the iodine will be decomposed by the starch ; 
but this is all theoretical, as we will prove to you by-and- 
by. Although when given in Urge doses portions of on- 
decomposed iodide of starch do oocasionally pass with the 
tstcea, such ie but seldom the caee when given in small 

fuantities, even though administered wiihamykceoua food, 
f Ihe stomach is in un iiriuble condition, it U neeessarj; to 
dilute all the preparations quite freely, or their topical action 
may increase the difficuhy, and in these cases it jb t>etter to 
administer iliinmedialeiy alier aroeal. Of iheprepamtions 
of iodine for eitemiU use I have spoken before ; of the com- ■ 
pounds for internal admuiislfation I trM at ouc next 1m- 
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ture. Iodine is iocoropalible with til tbe alktJoiUs, and 
precipitates them from their solution. 

In Poiionout Do*u. — I cannot speak of the effects of 
Iodine in poironous doses from my own observation, fur I 
hare never seen a eOEe, and Irom its disagreeable tasle it is 
hardly probable that any person would attempt to poison 
another with it. There are but Tew cases of poisoning wiiJi 
iodine to be found ia (he works on Poisons. If s large 
or poisonous dose were taken, it would produce a sen^e of 
beat and constriction in the throat, a feeling of oppression, 
with nausea, eructalions, and pain in the cpigaslriuni, with 
vomiting, colicky pains, and other symptoms of gaetro-ente- 
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mixed with warm water, and emetics lopri 
ing. If a targe quantity has been Bwallowed, it would be 
better to use tJie stnmacli-pump. 

Detection of Iodine in the timu» a/tft death, or in Vie 
Excretiora, — It is not probable that death would take place 
very quickly after the administration of iodine, unless a 
<rery large quantity was taken. If death was caused by 
the primary cSecta a small quantity of it would no doubt 
be found in ihe stomach ; and the mouth, throat, ccsopbagus, 
and stomach, would be colored with it, giving demonstrable 
proofs of its presence ; but the color would soon be destroy- 
ed by the action of the organic secretions. But if death 
did not take place until several days after its administration, 
or if even many hours bad elapsed, no iodine would be 
found in the tissues ; and the only evidences of its presence 
must have been sought for during ilie life of the individual 
in the urine and feces. If iodine or the iodides are sought 
for in tbe tissues, the ports should be finely divided and 
macerated in water, to which a small amount of potash in 
solution may be added, and the whole carefully boiled in a 
glass or porcelain vessel ; the after treatment will be the 
same as that for the eiamioation of tbe urine for the same 
substance. 

I have frequently examined the urine of patients who 
were taking moderate doses of iodide of iron, and have 
oftentimes been unabletodctect the slightest trace of iodine, 
although tbe feces were uniformly stained of a dark color 
by ihe iron. It is more readily detecled where one or two 
large doseH,of two' drachma or more, of iodide of potassium or 
ammonium have been taken, or where it has been taken in 
moderately full doses of ten to twenty grs. for some time. 
I have been unable to detect any iodine when the iodide of 
merou^ was taken uncombineil with iodide of potassium. 

In Eeammirtg Urine/or Iodine, it may be evaporated by 
a moderate heat nearly to dryness; this may be digested 
with alcohol, filtered, and again evaporated ; vne dry residue 
treated with warm distilled water and filtered. To a part* 
of tills solution, nitric acid in small quantity may be added, 
and a solution of starch, or starth paper, bo put into it ; if 
iodine is present, a blue tint is developed, more or less deep, 
according to the amount of iodine present. Greater deli- 
cacy of reaction may be obtained by adding chlorine water 
instead of nitric acid, previously neutralizing the alkalinity 
of the solution with sulphuric acid ; but great care is re- 

3ubite not to odd the chlorine in excess, or it will imme- 
iately destroy the blue color of tiie iodide of amylum. To 
avoid adding the clilorine in excess, it should be largely di- 
luted and added guttoUm. I yesterday look, in three doses, 
at intervab of about two hours, half an ounce of iodide of 
potassium Ur^ely diluted; the urine passed during the time 
and for some oours subsequent was saved, and treated in 
the manner I have jusb given you above. This is the solu- 
tion ftom it You see by the two tests I have just tried, 
that iodice exists in the excretion in considerable quanti- 
ties. We will now take another portion of the solution and 
add to it a solution of nitrate of silver ; you see that a yel- 
lowish white precipitate of iodide of silver is immediately 
produced. 

To another portion of the solution we will add a solution 
of tbe corrosive chloride of mercury ; a bright red precipi~ 
tate is formed, which yoa perceive again remtaolvea, owing 



to an exceei of iodide of potaasium. As we add more of 
the mercury solution the precipitate remains undissolved. 

To another portion, we add a solution of tbe protO' 
chloride of palUdium, which produces a brownish block 
predpitale of iodide of palladium. With acetate of lead a 
yellow precipitate of iodide of lead is produced. If we odd 
to ODOtncr portion of the solution a small quantity of nitric 
acid, the solution which was previously colorless shows a 
yellowish tint, which becomes deeper as we apply heat; this 
is owing to the formation of nitrate of po^sb and the libe- 
ration of iodine. Tartaric acid occasions a precipitate of 
cream of tartor, and iodine is liberated, which may be * 
shown by the blue color imported to starch. 

We will try another very delicate Xesli To a portion of 
the solutionc nlorinc water is added guttatim, and you see 
that now a slight discoloring of the solution is observable; 
VfC now add more chlorine, and we again have a colorleai 
solution. In the former cose, the chlorine united with the 
alkali and set the iodine free ; in the latter, a colorless chlo- 
ride, of iodine is formed. If we add to the solution, while 
discolored, some ether, and shake the mixture, the ether 
dissolves the liberated iodine, and floats on the surface, 
having acquired a reddish yellow color. To a portion of 
Ihe solution we will odd a drop of nitric acid and about hx 
drops of sulphuric acid, to this we will odd a littie chloro- 
form. You observe, as the chloroform settles in the tube, 
it assumes the peculiar violet, iodine color. When the 
iodides exist In considerable quantity in the urine, it may 
frequentiy be detected without evaporating the fluid by 
merely adding lo It, when cold, nitnc acid and slorcb. in 
the manner as directed above ; but, as the urine itself hu 
the property of decolorising iodine, nitric acid must be 
added in eumcient quantity to cause the separation of the 
iodine from the organic matters in the urine. If f^h urine 
be added in sufficient quantity to iodide of starch, it will 
completely deprive it of ii.'i blue color. 
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Tns possibility of communicating tbe poison of syphilis 
after the disease bos reached its secondary stage, has long 
been a question ogitnted by the schools. That the virus of 
a chancre will take effect even when mingled with lymph 
from a vaccine vesicle, has been proved by the experiroenta 
of French observers. It also seems highly probable, if not 
actually proved by the result of accidents which hove been 
observed by competent authorities, that whenever the vac- 
cine discftse is excited in an individual who is the victim of 
constitntional syphilis, the products of tbe inflammatory 
process, thus excited, may be so modiflcd by the syphilitic 
saturation of the system, that they may even produce a 
Mmilar syphilitic condition when transferred, by inocula- 
tion, to the tissues oPa healthy person. Heine, of Bam- 
berg, relates {Edinburgh Med. Journal, 1868-9, p. 606), • 
that thirteen children, born of healthy parenta were vacca- 
naled with lymph taken from the child ot^a syphilitic 
mother. This child was at the time covered with buJl«, 
excoriations, and sores, and soon died. Nine of Ihe chil- 
dren thus vaccinated were immediately affected with 
syphilis; phagedenic ulcers were found at the points of in- 
oculation, and glandular swellings, condylomata, etc, fol- 
lowed. In two of the four children who were not sffected 
by syphihs, tbe vaccination either produced no effect, or 
the vesicles never maturated ; and in the other twoicues 
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no result eoaued, le the mothers, alarmed by the aspect of 
the child from which the lymph was takeo, had removed 
the vaccine rirua from the arm aa aoon aa they could. The 
tame authority hu also recorded the case of three young 
phjaiciana " who inoculated themselree with vaccine lympn 
from a iiyphililic cliild, as a foolhardy bravado ; and two of 



a very intereating case of t^vphilitic poisoaJnK by 
tioD, which is recorded in the Oaxetta Med. Lombarda fur 
1849 (GatttU mdicait de Pai-is, 1849, p. 874J. "N. N., a 
womao of irreproachable habita, marrie<i in EjfypI, returned 
* with her husband to Italy, a.d. 1838. After sevepJ 
months, she was delivered of an infcnt, which at firat she 
aursed herself; but syphilitic ulcerations occurring about 
herbreaatfl, although she had never supposed herself in any 
■way taJDted wilh this disease, ahe was obliged to confide 
the child to the oare of a wet-nurse. This nurse, though 
previoualj^ a healthy woman, soon esbibited evident signs 
of syphihtic disease. The same accident befell a second 
woman, and then a third, who had been employed to nutse 
the child. One of these nurses was also suckling another 
infant, to whom she communicated the disease, producing 
ulcerations in the mouth, etc, which resulted in its death. 
Entrusted, at length, lo the care of two of its uncles, who 
surrounded it with every precaution, tlie cliild of Mrne. N, 
N. presented no murbid Eymptom but a alight ophthalmia. 
It was VBOcioated at tliis time, As small-pox was then 
prevailing epidemioally, many physicLins were in the habit 
of re-vacoinating persons who had been previously vacci- 
nated. The child's uncle at)d aunt, one twenty-eight 
years, the other twenty-three years of age, wished to be 
re- vaccinated, and insisted on inoculation with lymph from 
the arm of tlieir nephew. The physician (M. Viani), being 
not then acquainted with the aiiteoedents of the child, com- 
plied with their wishes, though with considerable hesila- 
■ tion because of the ophthalmia from which it was then Buf- 
fering. Everything proceeded as Uiual till after the time 
of pustuiaCion, when, at the paints of inoculation, were 
formed hard, rough scabs, surrounded by an areola of a red- 
dish yellow, color, different from the normal vaccine acab. 
The uoele was speedily covered, over the whole body, witi 
a scabby eruption, and the symptoms of constitutional 
syphilis were soon well marked, • • • Uje aunt, at 
first, had ulcerations and condylomata about the ralva and 
anus. The cervical glands then became inflamed and sup- 

Surated, Ophthalnya at length occurred. It was only after 
ve yeara of the most assiduous treatment that the unfor- 
tunate family were restored to health." 

There is in this narrative a slight degree of uncertainty 
with regard to the original source of the syphilitic disease. 
The child appears to have been the victim of hereditary 
■yphilis, which was of a nature so virulent, that every one 
who came in aontoct with its secretions waa affected by 
the disease, It U worthy of note tliat in this case, aa in 
others yet to be (Quoted, the vaccine disease appeared to 
run its ooune witliout disturbance, while tne disease 
which wuB afterwards excited wiih lymph drawn from this 
apparently healthy vesicle, wm irregular in its conchision, 
aud was speedil^^ followed by syphilitic manifestationa. 
Healthy virug excited an apparantiy normal process of pus- 
tulation in the child ; the producU of thin process, modified 
as they must have been by the constitution^ oondiljon pf 
the patient, excited a dual aotian in the persons to whom 
_ they ware transferred. The pe(*tioDs of this histofj Jo Hw 
question of the trsusmissioQ of congtimtional syphllia ftrp 
_flP very evident. 

It is a remukabls ikot, llist virus thus taken from per. 
sons who are infected with ayphilis. ioea not produce jto 
same results ia all oases. The m;iJority of cases vaccioated 
■ with lymph taken from syphilitic subiecu escape the 

f effects of syphilis, Dr. Leooq (ffiwei/e da Ildpitaux, Dec, 

24, 1859) re-vaccinaled a number of the soldiers of the 
regiment stationed at Cherbourg with vaccine lymph, taken 
fiTjm healtliy-looking resides on the am of another so)- 
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dicr, who, three months previously, had an indurated 
chancre, for which he had pone through a course of treat- 
ment at the Uarine Hospital — a circumstance unknown to 
Dr. L. at the time of vaccination. In only two instance* 
did any unusual symptoms appear ; in the two unfortunate 
CISC?, eight days elapsed without irritation or inflamma- 
tion at tlie points of vaccination. On the eighth day, in 
each of these individuals, one of the Iliree punctures which 
had been made in the arm began to inflame, and resulted, 
in a few days, in an obstinate ulcer, with ragged margins 
and a hardened base, presenting a violet color, and becom- 
ing covered with a brown scab, that confined an unhealthy 
ichorous pus ; the axillary glands of the same i'ide became 
enlarged. These ulcers resisted every applicatioiij and 
were more than a roonti in healing. Symptoms of con- 
stitutional syphilis declared themseTvcs--— in one case dx 
month^ in (lie other three months after re-vaccination — 
presenting themselves in the form of sore throat, adenitis, 
and cutaneous eruptions of an undoubtedly specific nature, 
and it was only alter a iong course of anti-syphilitic treat- 
ment tliat relief was procured. 

It is not impossible that these soldiers Avere syphililic sub- 
jects, having the poison of syphilis latent in their veins, before 
their submission to re-vaccination. Of this, however, there 
is not the slightest evidence. Dr. Lecoq and Dr. Fonssa- 
grives, the physicians who had the patients under observa- 
tion, made the most diligent efforts to discover evidence of 
a previous syphilitic taint, but could not detect the slightest 
mark of such aa accident. The men, of course, denied that 
they had ever contracted any form of venereal dise 



should have suffered, when so many others were equally 
exposed to the sanic danger. It is a circumstance which 
adds weight to the opinion tliat the poison of constitutional 
syphilis is not easily communicated from person to person. 
Cullerier, a distinguished French authority, commenting 
pon acaie of alleged transmia-'^ion of syphilis by vaccina- 
tion {BuCedn Oin, de Thtrap., July 15lli-30lh, 1855), de- 



clared that it was an impossible accident, for ha had " 
only vaccinated syphilitic children witliout ever seeing the 
vaccinia in any way modified by the syphilitic diathesis, 
but he had vaccinated healthy children Irom sybhilitic 
infants, without ever perceiving the slightest bnpleasant 
results." Considered In the light which more recent inves- 
tigation has thrown upon the subject of syphilis, the acci- 
dent might not now »eem so improbable as it did when the 
det«ils of the following history were made public.* A 
homisopathic practitioner, of HoHfeM, Bavaria, vaccinated 
eight chiidn-n, the 16th of June, 1852. These children 
were all the healthy oBVpring of healthy parents. The 
virus was taken from au infant, tliree months old, the diild 
of an anmamed woman, who before her confinement had 
been subjected to anti-syphilitic treatment, on account of 
suspicious ulcerations about the mouth and the genital 
organs. At the time of vaccinnlion this child appeared to 
be in excellent health, though tliere were then a few pus- 
tules upon its legs. This eniption extended to the anus, 
and to other parts of the body, cau^ng great illness, and 
the death of the child, in less than two months after its vat- 
cinatioo. Besides the eight children vaccinated with virus 
thus procured, tliree other children in the same neighbor- 
hood, and two in an adjoining parish, were vaccinated from 
the 34pie source. These five presented normal vaccine 
vesicles without any subsequent symptoms of syphilis; hut 
In the eight children first mentioned, tlie results were 
wholly HbnormaL In the greater number, the first effects 
of yqccinatiijf) were delayed lor fifteen days, or longer. 
Small, imperfaet vesicles then formed at Ihe pimcturea; 
tbc«a vesicles aaoo degenerated into small, pumfent nlcers, 
whiflh gradually ext#g4cd, some superfidally, others 
'ieeply, Tljp rest of Mw fl'gllt children showed vaccine 
vesicles on l^ pifiilb d»y, aa oW'i but tliese soon ch anged 
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into Utile ulcere, wliich became confluent, and healed very 
■lowly. The majority of these children showed symploms 
of coDBtiLutional ByphilLs three moatlia afUrw&rd^ and 
communicated the disease, in several mataoceEi, to their 
nothere and nurses.* 

These cases serve to illustrate th? previous^ly noticed &ct, 
that ^phjiiiic poisoning does not always follow ibe \ise of 
it/ph{b>-Mateine lymph. This would eeem to depend upon 
tlie different susceptibility of each in dividual'— in other 
words, upon unknown individual peed itiri ties, which, per- 
haps, may be anaJoKOua to those which render certain per- 
sons so much more tlian others liable to an attack of gonor- 
rhcea, or any other contagious disease to whicli they have 
been exposed. 

It is also worthy of remark thnt several of these children 
displayed perfect vaccine vesicles, which presented no 
appearance of syphilitjc disturbance until the eighth day, 
when Uiey degenerated into chancrous ulcers. Others 
maaifeabd no sign of constitutional contaminaljon teforc 
the third week. It seems to be the rule tiiat the vaccine 
disease does not give way to the syphilitic before the 
inflammatory process has reached the pyogenicsla^, which 
usually occurs about the eighth day. Dr. Heine, it is true, 
Qqc cit) BHsertA that the children under his observation 
"were immediately affected willi syphilis," but this may 
mean any period from eight hours to eight days. It is a 
stAteraent too indelitiite to cury any weight one way or 
another. The mani&slAtion of the poison of syphilis in a 
state of activity seeina to coincide with the formation of 
pus : if it can be shown thai the poison ittielf has its seat 
in the pus-cell, we may be able to theorize, with sonie 
degree of plausibility, concerning the causes which have 
protected so many individuals who have been vaccinated 
with syphilo- vaccine matter. Lymph is usually taken from 
a vaccine vesicle before the eighth or ninth day, for the 
sake of procuring a virus free from purulent admlsture. 
We have already seen how disastrous may be tlie conse- 
quences of vaccination with purulent virus ; if now it can 
be shovrn that a vaccine vesicle developed upon a syphilitic 
subject only acquires the syphilitic taint with the formation 
of pus in Its contenis, we can easily see that a physician 
who careAilly chooses lymph from vesicles in which pus 
has not been formed, ma^ vacoinste with a success equal 
to that which Cullericr claimed for himself. If, on the con- 
trary, there be used a virus which has become wholly puru- 
lent, and through that change analogoits to the discharge of 
a chancrous ulcer, syphilitic inoculation might be expected 
with the utmost aegree of cert^nty. But, if virus be 
taken from a vesicle whose contonts are partially modified 
by the incipient formation of pus within its cavity, a variety 
of results may follow its use : that portion of the lymph 
which is uncontaminated should produce the simple vacdne 
disease without any syphilitic sequences, while the portion 
which is undergoing purulent modiBcation should produce 
a vesicle varying more or less from the normal type, and 
should infect the whole system with the poison of syphilis. 

Now the use of lymph which is undergoing purulent 
modification is the danger to which vaccination is most 
liable. It requires close observation and careful discrimi- 
nation to decide upon the exact time at which the contents 
of the vaccine vesicle are most fit for use. In shunning 
Scylia one is nearly certain to fall upon Charybdia. It is 
usually upon the eighth day that the lymph is most per- 
fect; before that lime it la not sufficiently elaborate, alter 
that time it becomes mixed with more or lesa purulent 
matter. But it is not always precisely the eighth day which 
exactly marks the period of maturity. The processes of 
inflammation are conducted more rapidly in some cases, 




more sluggishly in others, ?o that time alone is not the only 
conditiim requisite to the perfection of lymph. 

Unfortunately, we have not yet accumulated a sufficient 
number of observations on this subject, to throw much ' 
lidit upon the questions under discussion. The experience 
of Dr. Wegler* affords the only positive indication of the 
direction uhich our inquiries should assume. He relates 
that at Koblenr, in 1849, "a surgeon vaccinated, with the 
same lymph, twenty-aii individuals, and in nineteen of 
these (from eleven to forty years of a^) vesicles appeared. 
But in three or four veeks they exhibited all the signs of 
venereal ulcerations, tnd were, in most of the individuals, 
followed by sore tliroat, eruptions, and pains in the head. 
* • • The child whence the lymph had been obtained, 
had been vaccinated February 4th, and as the vesicle was 
very slow in progress, the surgeon did not take lymph from 
it until the 14lh and 15th, when it wa?, consequently, 
eleven or twelve days old.t Other children, however, were 
then vaccinated with it without ill effect. Qf the tvKnty- 
aix re-vaectnafrrf, vfueh the largest number/^ iU in m/iom 
the lymph of the I5th hod been toed. Some time after the 
lymph had been taken from the child, it exhibited copper- 
colored blotches, and at a later period died of supposed 
water on the brain." 

Here was an observation which bears directly upon our 
theory. Could we multiply such observations, its accuracy 
might verv easily be tested by a comparison of results ; but 
hitherto the whole subject of the transmission of morbid 

Kisons has been veiled In such obscurity that few observers 
ve bad knowledge and insight sufficient to make their 
facts intelligible and availabte-t 

( n be eontiimtd.) 
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MECHANICAL APPLIANCES IN POTTS DIS- 
EASE OF THE SPINE. 
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Cask II,— The son of Mr. K , of New York, sst riz 

yeare and nine months; complexion fair, but not denot* 
ing a decidedly scrofulous diaUiesie, first came under treat- 
ment for Fotis disease of the spine, December 6, 18W. 

In July, 1669, the child had a slieht fiill, and was seiBsd 
at once with severe pain in the ba^, extending down the 
right leg. He l^came nearly or quite helpless, and remain- 
ed so for about three weeks. At the expiration o( that 
time exercise upon the feet was attempiea, but performed 
with great difficulty and pain. About three months after 
that, the child began to lean to one side, and to support 
himself, while walking or standing, by resting his bands 
upon bis thighs, or upon a chair, lounge, or other otject 
within his reach. The right leg was drawn up. and looo- 
moUon was performed with the heel raised ttom the Soor. 
As the difficulty advanced this abnormal poation became 
more apparent, locomotion more difficult, the pain more 
>, both during the day and through tne night, and in 
ixysms the child was powerlesB. 

!._ J observed a posterior pngeotion of 
~~i^irtrHi!o-CIUmra. Bnlttn, ISCI, toL vlt p. BBS, oDDttd tnm Mid, 
Z.4««M, IsM. No. XVI. 
t -The TKclutor. fur iMvtDg tmplojad IfDipli una old, wi 
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^Tkiil «OHlltattiiul ariibllb la Id 1 cartlln di«TH oomniDnlaaMi, l/ 
■DWHlpitlUdbT tb«Iilrb«Muibar1tl«. That 11 m*)' btconDinDlaUrd 
tknnETllientrainmof TtraasaedltornePlBatlan k ■ BiBt whloh Iwa itoa 
bHI rwnariMd br Pnit Ortotl, of CmKiaa {Bmt M*^- ISM, yol. IU_ 
al*\ bt U. ['int (JoMTiiHl ai IMMrfM d* Ipnr.. Jalr, 1^ p. n? 
Ij Dr. T»Ml {0"i- Mid. d* Milann. UcL 14. lBU).br HrTltWi? 
I^Bd«n llmctt. IBST.T.il. I„ p. 116). bv Dr. Ct'Oealdl t,Oia. dm BtpUa-^. 
D»a M. IStU). "»1 ^J ""x of Ui" iJa«t ami moat eiparlaawd oMdlcal 
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the third lurab^ir vertebrte, ivith the secoDil forced eomc- 
wbat from its normal posilion. The amount of deformity 
in this caw wu not so peU as usually occurs in a much 
'gborUr space of time alter the commeucement of the dis- 
ease. The luffmng of the patieut, however, as represented 
by the mother, waa tu greater than I have been in the 
habit of seeing. 

TrtaiiMnt cooaiBted in the application and use of me- 
chanical appliance.'', eimilar to those already presented to 
the reader in a previous nuniber, together with some of the 
pteparaljoiis of iron, as a lonie, and llio extract of coiiium 
to relieve the pain : also, a generous diet and what exercise 
the patient was able to endure in the open air. Upon the 
apphcatiou of the apparatus the relief from pain was very 
great but not so complet* as in the majority of cases to 
which it has beeo applied. About two jnonihs after the 
treatment commenced, and while the patient was doing 
well, he met with an accident in falling, Mhich rendered 
him again nearly helpless. For about twelve daya after tlie 
8Ccid,eni the suSering was so intense whenever the support 
to the spinal column was, in any degree, diminished, diat 
the apparatus was not removed during that time. When- 
ever itfl removal was proposed the little fellow would 
tremble and scream in anticipalion of the EufTering tliat 
would follow. I may remark, in passing, that three other 
cases of a similar character have occurred in my practice. 
Whether standing, sitting, or lying down, nciiher of llie 
cases could dispense with the apparatus for a single mo- 
ment, without ihe moat intense pain. In one it was not 
removed for the space of two weeks; in imother for seven 
weeks; and in tne third, that of a young physician in 
Massachusetts, it was worn for several successive weeks 
(the precise number I cannot now recall), without being 
removed for a change of under clothing, or any other pur- 
pose whatever, as in all the others referred to. I allude to 
these circumstances more particulaily 
to show the importance of evenly 
adjoatod and well adapted mechanical 
support in Pott's disease of the spine, 
for the purpose not only of making the 
patient eomjbrtabla whUe suffering from 
the diHeaae, but of bringing the case to 
the most favorable, as well as speedy 
termination. 

To return to the case under cona- 
deretion, about five months subsequent 
to this, while the patient was improv- 
ing well and able to play about, he re- 
ceived a blow from a stick in the hands 
of another child, directly upon the dis- 
eased bone, whereupon he fell instantly 
to the Boor. A gtKKl deal of pain and 
difBoalty in moving about followed, and, 
subsequently, a superficial abscess formed 
at that point. Since recovedng from its 
effects, the patient has improved and 
done well up Co the present time. He 
has suffered but little or no pain for the 
last eight months, and is now vigorous, 
Tobnst, and healthy, with tlie curvature " 
reduced as seen in the accompanying cut 

The degree of deformity that now exists, and here 
represented, is only about one-third what it was when my 
attention was flrat called to the case, and it ia still gradually 
diminishing. 

N. T,, St Coortx iKimvii, Fob,, lEK. 



M. Troussuij is now strongly of opinion that in those 
cases of chlorosis in which there is a tendency to tubercu- 
lar disease of the lungs, preparations of iron, administered 
for aome length of time, »vor and hasten the development 
of the tubercles. It is. therefore, of every importance in 
Qvatment to distinguisQ between true cbloroais, and what 
be ctUi pseodo-cblorosis.— £4 Ued. Jmr. 




CONFLUENT SMALL-POX, 

ACTES THBEE SDCCE3BFIIL VACCtHATIONB. 

Br T. C. WALLACE, M.D., 



CiiAS. Nichols, nged 35, a prtvaCe in Capt Barnes's comp'j, 
93d 'regiment, N. T. S. V,, was vaccinated (with other 
mpmbers of (he company) on the 24th day of Dec, 1861. I 
noticed on his ri^ht arm a large scar from a previous vacci- 
nation, which he informed me was done when he was a child, 
and on his lefl arm a elmiliir scar, wliicb he said was from a 
vaccination three years since. The vaccination of Dec. 24 
worked admirably ; tbe vesicle was fully formed, large, and 
well died, and was accompanied by some slight constitu- 
tional symptoms. On the 8th day of Janunry, just two 
weeks from the day of vaccination, I was called to visit 
him at his quarters, and found him with a very high fever, 
intense pain in his back and loins, and sore throat. I had 
him removed to the Post HospitaL On the following day 
there was an eTacerbation of all these fvmptoms. On the 
morning of the 10th I found him perfectly covered with the 
eruption of variola. He was immediately removed to the 
Hospital for Small- Pox at the Almshouse, The case proved 
to be an eilraordioariiy severe one of confluent smali-poi. 
Dr. Mattimore, Resident Physician at Almshouse, as.'nireH 
me it is the worst case be has had in a long time, I cer- 
tainly have never seen any one so coinpletely covered with 
pustules as he was. The mailer used in his case was sup- 
plied from the Eastern Dispensary, N. Y. (50 points in a 
vial), and was perfeclly good, as is shown from its etfecls 
on the rest of the company. The case is cerlainly a novel 
one, and as such I have reported it. 
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INJURIES OF TUE HEAD. 



TBEIR KAinBE ANn TBGATHENT, WITH IL108TR4TIVE CASK, 
Bf It. B. Gt. Jods Bouai, U.D,, ud JtiuaL. LinuL, U.D., 
RtaldcBt Enrgeont. 
Injurim of the head may be conveniently classified as 
follows; — !, iSWp Woandt of Brain; 2. C'oncuasioa and 
Contviion o/ the Brain; 3. IVaetures of the Base of Uie 
Skull; 4. J ractura of the Vault of the SkuU; 5. Ounthot 
woundt of the Head. 

Scalp Wounds are among the most common lesions seen 
in civil hospital practice. The history often reads; " A roan 
while intoxicated fell upon the curbstone and received a 
wound of iJie scalp, exposing, but not denuding the bone," 
On admission, the patient is nbt generally stunned. The 
occasion for surgical inlerference which ofWnest presents 
itself is the hsemorrhagc, which may be profuse, sometimes 
having quite weakened the patient before he is seen. 

The only rehoble. as well as the quickest method of 
arrestiuK this is by direct pressure. We have the unyield- 
ing Burbce of the bone on which to exert it. A compress 
of lint, graduated, perhaps, and over it a skull cap bandage, 
is sufficient to check a hmmorrhage which may be quite 



have a simple lacerated wound which it is the habit to 
treat with cold water dressings, until suppuration is freely 
established, when stimulating apphcatiuns, e. g, the balsam 
and ongt. peru,, are employed. Occasionally ihese wounds 
close by first intention, but this is very rare in hospitals. 
Great care must be taken that no dressings are used which 
will confine the matter. Suppuration is occasionally very 
great, and in some instances endangers Ufe. Scalp wounds, 
even with no concussion of the brain, are not to be regarded 
lightly. The dangers may be said to be : Erynpelan, ezoe»- 
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sive suppuration, death of espoaed boae. pyenia, and 
rarely, tei«nus. 

" Injuries of the bead aSectJDg tlie brain are difficult of 
distinction, doubtful in their character, treaclierous in (heir 
course, and for the moat part foial in their results" 
(OutAnV) This npborism will be found to be verified by 
tlie experience of all those, whether civil or mihtary sur- 
geons, who have to deal with this clftss of injuries. 

Conaution of the brain will be noticed as the diognoBts 
of many published cases ra Vr-hich a poflt-morl«ni has been 
obtained and no lesion detected ; the cause of death 
beii^ assumed to be the "jar of the brain." Mr. Hewett, 
of St. Qeoi^'s Hospital, has Bugj^ested doubts as to 
whether death ever oocurs from simple concussion, or 
n-hether there is not, as wfll, a contusion of the bmin sub- 
stance. In Butojraies where no trace of injury to the bmin 
in the way of conipresnon or inflammatory action can be 
discerned, the brain substanco should be very carefully 
examined for a contusion. 

The care of a soldier, to be referred to hereafter, is a 
welt' marked one of concussion, and the treatment there 
indicated (daily purging, loss of blood by cups to temples), 
indicates that generally pursued in this institution. 

The cases in which msanity followed what seemed to 
be concussion, are interesting. It may be su^ested that 
here there was a Jeaion, a contusion of the brain sub- 
stance, or a flight effusion. It is regretted that one cafe 
could not be foltowed up, the patient eloping after remain- 
ing for a period of four weeks in itatH quo. 

Fractures of the base are usually fatal, but one will be 
ibund indicating a recovery. In reference to the value of 
the escap* of cerebro-spiiial fluid in cases of fractures of 
the base, it may be remarked in passing, that thi* eBusion 
may occur in fractures of the vault of the cranium, where 
the injury hasextended through the iniepument, bone, and 
membranes. Cases illustrating this point are on record. 
The pro^oeis in all cases of fractures of the base, and com- 
pound (lacturea of the vault, will be neceaBarily grave, 
altbou^ there will be many in which the surgeon will 
hesitate long before be diagnosticate between fnictures of 
the base, contusion, compression, or concussion. Mr. 
Hewett thinks the diffiirenlial diagnosis much more difficult 
than the }>reciBe rules laid down in the teit-booka would 
aeem to indicate. Mr. Guthrie's opinions corroborate 
this. 

Fractures of the vault, simple and compound, seem to 
be rare unless accompanied by depression; tlie cause of 
the injury scarcely ever stopping short of depressing some 
fragment of the bone. The rule adopted by the attending 
Surgeons hore is that now usually followed, nnmely, to wait 
for symptoms of compre^^aion bcfoi-o operating. The mor- 
tality of trephiningis very great, there probably being some 
other lesion which the removal of the depressed bone does 

Chimhot wonndt of the head are deserving of a separate 
classiflcation. The three coatv presented, with their ftital 
termination, give some idea of the prognosis, and the little 
avail of treatment beyond securing a free »pening, if, per- 
chance, the foreign bodies which cannot be followed into 
the cavity, form an exit. Wounds of the front of the 
head, Mr. Qutbrie remarks, are more dangerous than any 
other. All of the cases presented are of Uiis variety. The 
formation of abscess of the brain is one of the common 
results of this injury. Surgeons have made bold cuts into 
the brain substance to secure their exit ; the results do not 
invite repetition of the efforts. Dr. Detmold's case, Ameri- 
can Journal Mtdieal Scieneet, N. S., No. 37, page 86, will be 
found an interesting one. 

BCALP WOtlltDS. 

I.— J. S., leL 26, Ireland, seaman (Dr. Buck), ad- 
mitt«d March 12th ; discharged 12ih August, Hod a lace- 
rated wound of the scalp, naving been hit by a pewti'r 
mug over left parietal bone one week before admladion ; is 
suppuroliug very freely. The luppurstioa oontinued until 
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Mnj 25th, when it was checked; bone exfoliated, ulcer 
lieiiled, patient was cured. 

II.— A woman, set. 23, New York, ("Dr. Watson) was 
kicked on her head by her husband, proiliicinj; a wound of 
tlie scalp over the parietal eminence. Wound bled freely. 
Patient was quite exhausted from it ; rallied soon ; com- 
plained of a little pain in the head, which was dissipated by 
a cathartic, and was seven days alter discharged cured, 

A mai^ (eL 41, England, mason, admitted Dec 16lh 
(Dr. Watson), fell from a scaffold two hours before admis- 
sion, a distance of twenty feet, inflicting a wound of scalp 
over superior curved line of occipital bone; no fracture: 
h«morrliage slight; shock moderate. Patient did well 
until eight days after, was up and about, and was discharged, 

IV.— A man, at 26, seaman, odmiited Dec. 29th (Dr. 
Watson) with a Incernled wound on middle of temporal 
ridge of left side ; lucmorrhage profuse ; no shock. Received 
injury by falling on a curbstone while intoxicated. Did 
well, and was discharged cured two days alter. 

These cases are merely given as specimens of many of 
the same kind frequently met with in hospitiil practice. In 
Case III., from the extentof liJl, we should have expected 
a greater amount of injury. 



I.— A soldier, Kt. 45, admitted December 29, 1861 (Dr. 
Watson), while riding down Broadway, intoxicated, fell 
from his horse, striking the back of his head, and was found 
senseless ; half an hour after wa? perfectly unconscious j 
pupils dilated and insensible to light ; pulse 90, and of good 
force: flight bBmorrhoge from right ear and from nostrils; 
over (eft parietal rpgion was a puny tumor ; bowels moved 
by injection. Delirium set in, rendering restraint of limbs 
necessary; delirium continued for tliirteen days, although 
gradually assuming a milder type, when he became con- 
scious and rational: had a sligat purulent discharge from 
right ear. G-radually improved until a month after admis- 
sion, when being well was discharged cured. The treat- 
ment consisted in daily cupping and purging. Cathartics 
and food were administered by closing his nostrils, and in 
tbo act of expiration he was obliged to swallow. 

II.— A man, teL 23, Irish laborer, admitted December 25, 
1861 (Dr. Watson), wos either Uirown or jumped from a 
second story window ; half an hour after found a scalp 
wound exposing but not denuding the bone, situated over 
parietal boss of left side ; pupils slu^sb ; pulse GO and 
feeble; intellect obscured ; moderate hemorrhage. Woa fully 
rallied on second day ; mind seemed to be clear ; water 
dressings applied ; bowels freely moved. Six days oiler 
pafient was noticed to be moody, talked incoherently, ima- 
gining that people intended to injure him; some pain was 
referred to mastoid regions; cupped, and blisters behind the 
eitr. Treatment was perusted in until thirty days had 

Til. — David Hetherman, let. 24, Ireland, porter, admitted 
October 31, 1861 (Dr. Buck, attending surgeon), received 
his injuries by failing from a second story window, a dis- 
tance of about twenty ftet On admission he was suffer- 
ing from the following symptoms :—«tupor, respiration 
natural, pulse slow ana full, pupils somewhat contracted; 
he hod vomited previous to aamission. On examination 
no fracture of the skull could bo detected. Third day 
after injury patient had reacted somewhat, and was quito 
delirious. Free movement of the bowels was induced, and 
wet cups were appUed to the temples, and alterwards blis- 
ters behind the ears. From this lime his senses relumed 
sufficiently to recognise his attendants, but he was inclined 
to be violent, requiring forcible confinement to the 
bed. From this time until his dismission, which was about 
twenty days after the injury, he remained in about the 
same condition, recognising nis friends, but having^ a 
mania to tear everything with his hands or teethj singiiw 
and talking and giving Other evidences of insanity. He 
paaeed his fieces aod uiiue in bed. His fiiaoda eUbt ibtt 
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he ^ve no evidences of meatol deraagetnerit previous to 
hia injury, •nd no hereditary taint oould be raiide out. He 
was removed by his fricDds, and nothing further hu beei^ 
beard from him. 

IT.— Jacob Kei«T, ttt 16, N. T., admitted December 27, 
IMl (Dr. Feiei& attending surgean). Fatjent received 
his injury bj faluog tbrou^ a batdiway , a distance of 
about thirty feet On adrntsaion he presented the follow- 
ing Bymptoma : — insensibility, moderate dilatation of pupils, 
vomitiuE, bleeding (mm the nose. No fracture can be 
detectecL He remained in an insensible condition for four 
days after the injury, without any marked improvement. 
His treatment during this time was a Iree action of the 
bowels, cups to the temples, cold to the head. On the 
third day a puffineaa of the scalp was observed, just above 
the superciliary ridge of the right irontal bone. This had a 
feeling as if a depression of the skull existed beneath. An 
incision was made down to the bone, and, ^^r allowing 
the escape of a small dot of blood, the bone was examined 
■ad no fracture could be found. The edges of (he wound 
were brought together and cold water dressings appUed. 
On the lizlh day patient began to show signs of improve- 
ment, and gradually grew better,'and al^t four weeks 
after the injury was discharged. The moat prominent fea- 
ture of this ease ws* that patient remainea in an uncon- 
Bcions condition for four days, finally recovering without 
^parently any bad result 

v.— J. £1, Q., kL 14, admitted Jan. 30, 1662 (Dr. Halsted). 
Patient fell from a scaffold, a distance of about fourteen 
feet On admission was insensible ; pupils normal, slight 
oodng of blood from the left ear, vomitingj on examina- 
tion no fracture was delected, a sUght contusion found over 
left temporal bone. Patient remamed insensible for forty- 
eight hours after admission, when reaction having taken 
place, he became quite delirious, screaming night and day, 
and so restless that it was almost impossible to keep him 
in bed ; on the third day after the injuiy, hemiplegia of the 
ri^t aide became weD marked. Patient complvned of 
severe pain in the head, which was shaved, and cold applied 
with wet cups to the temples. From tnis time patient 
gradually recovered his senses, so that by the eleventh day 
He appeared to be perfectly rational Patient still remains 
in the hospital, and on the twentieth day patient begins to 
move his leg a little, arm and face bIiH paralysed, intellect 
•eems to be clear. Since admiswon patient's pulse has not 
exceeded one hundred at any one time, generally below 
■eventy. The fact that the paralyses did not appear until 
the thirtieth day would seem to indicate that there had 
been a rupture of some vessel on the left sule of the 
brun, with some efiiudon of blood. This, however, did not 
affect the pupils. 



A Nkw Doinano PonoN. — Benzole is an organic product 

of distillation which ranks high amongst the recent useful 
gifts of chemistry to our national industry. It has lately 
come into Extensive use for a variety of purposes, and 
has not hitherto been considered poisonous. A. recent aeath 
has given occasion to investigations which prove that it is 
highly poisonous. At the inquest on George Gilbert, who 
died on the 3d inatADt, It appeared that the deceased, after 
sucking at a syphon which (fid not draw, inh^ng the vapor 
of the Mnzole, and probably swallowing a portion of it. 



irith stimulants, but died In a few hours. The symptoms 
were those arisi^ from the inhalation or swallowing of a 
noxious fluid. There was no trace of irritant snbstance in 
the stomach, nor had it any smell of bitter almonds. The 
brain, lungs, and Uver were congested, and there were some 
patties ta congestion on the coats of the stomach. The 
Mad had a slight smell of bitter almonds. — Lanett. 



^tports flf jSorirfits. 

NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETT. 

DK. A. C. POST, PRESIDENT, IS THE CHAIR. 



Dr. Looms presented a kidney, taken from the bod^ of 
a male, let 38^ native of Ireland, who had been admitted 
into Bellevue Hoepitsl with delirium. After this symptom 
passed off he complained of intonse pain in the right lum- 
bar region, which was increased by pressure. The treat- 
ment instJtDted consisted of opium and mild diuretics. 
His urine on microscopic examination was found to con- 
tain blood, but this ditwppearcd after a while under the 
treatment alluded to, and in its stead albumen showed itself. 
For several months he was able to do duty as helper in 
one of the wards, but during (he past month he becama 
subject to repeated attacks, which simulated those atten- 
dant upon the passage of a renal calculus. After these at- 
tacks would [Mss away small blood-clots would be found 
in the urine. On the 1st of January he was taken with 
typhus fever, and died shortly afterwards. 

On making the post-mortem examination the right kid- 



found to weigh eight ounces, its lower half being 
occupied by a carcinomatous tumor the size of an orange. 
Dit. Looitis presented a second specii 



I, taken from a 



of Pdand, sst 35, who was admitted into the Hoarl- 
tal on the 16th of November. He was brought bj luB 
friends, who afterwards left him, and being unacquunted 
with any other ianguige than his own it was impossible to 
get from him a history of his case. The symptoms at first 
so much simulatod those belonging to fever, thai Dr. FUnt 
caused the patient to be sent to the fever ward, where Dr. 
Loomis saw him. He was then lying upon his back, be- 
ing unable to change his position unless assisted ; his pulse 
was 160 continually ; he was conscious and able to articu- 
late ; his skin was not abnormally hot ; there was no deli- 
rium, no paralysis, neither muscular . twitchings j his 
urine was voided voluntarily, and his bowels moved daily ; 
his pupils acted well, though slowly ; he protruded his 
tongue in a direct line; there was no twisting of the head 
to one side, no want of co-ordination in his movements ; in 
bet, none of the symptoms were present which would lead 
to the supposition of the existence of llie disease which 
was found on post-mortem examination. He died suddenly 
and without convulNon on the 28th 'of December, hiegeneru 
symptoms remaining unchanged. On making the autopsy 
the membranes of the brain seemed to be pretematorally 
dry ; no subaracbnoid effuuon ; the right lobe of the cere- 
bellum was found to be the seat of a tomor about the uu 
of a small orange, it was covered by a layer of the brain 
matter about a quarter of an inch in thickness ; on 
microscopical examinatJiHi, granular matter, nucleated cells, 
and free nnctei with crystals of choleaterine were found. 

Dr. Wood stated that he bad found the tumor to con- 
sist besides of fibrous matter in considerable quantity. 

TCUOK or CBBIBILLtni WTTH HtlSCULAR OO-ORDIHATtOX. 

Dr. Conaitt thought tliat the tomor wasdevelopedin the 
substance of the organ, and enlarged by simply displacing 
the tissues rather than by destroying ihem; and that if it 
had been sufficiently large to compress the cerebellum it 
would have had the same effect upon the medulla oblon- 
gata, giving rise to serious and alarmiog if not fatal con- 
sequences. In this connexion he mentioned a case of 
tumor of the pons varolii, which he had diagnosticated be- 
fore death ; the patient as long as he would look forward 
could move weU enough, but the moment the slightest 
motion of the head suddenly to one side or the other was 
made he would become instantly paralysed. The speci- 
men had been presented to the society several years ago. ■ 

Dr. Kraceowizkr thought that the theory of co-ordina* 
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tion, as connected with dL>es£«s of Ihe cerebetlum, had to 
EuBTer t great manj restrictions. He had seen quite a 
Kriea of caaei reported in the Lancet m which do DieDtiOD 
wa* made of that particular phenomenon. 

Dr. Flint statea that he bad met witli two cases of cere- 
bellar tumors in which there was a want of co-ordination. 

Db. Conant cited a case of a boy wtio had received a 
kick in the back of the head by a liorse, and who was 
afterwards seized with tonic spasms, which continued for a 
week or ten ^^J^, ^t l^e end of which time he began to 
loM the power of^ co-ordination of the left, side. If he 
wislied to pick up anything on the floor on his left, ^dc, he 
was compelled to place his hand out from the body, and 
awing himself around. On post-mortem exam' 
thirds of the substance of the cerebellum we 
of softening. 

The society was then, on motion, adjourned. 



SURGICAL SECTION. 

8TXTn> MirriBO, J.n. M, ISSL 
DR. J&UIi^S K. WOOD. CRAIKUAN. 
DISCCSSION OF DR. GEO. K. SHITb's PAPER OS TOI 

TUE IIIseRTION OF TflE CAPSOLAS LIOAlIEtlT OF TUE ItlF-JDIHT 



ffloiMnindfrom pagt SO.) 
Db. Geo. K. Smith, in replying to the remarks made at a 
previous meedng by Prof. Post, commenced by quoting the 
following from that gentleman : — " The 6ftb proposition 
seems to me to be founded on an error, or at least on a 
■tatement which has not been demonstrated to be a fact. 
The statement to which I allude is this, viz. that when the 
cervix femoris has been fractured, and the tragmenis have 
reimited, and the cervix is found on post-mortem examina- 
tion to be shorter than t^t of the opposite side ; the 
absorption to which the shortening is due, preceded the 
nnion of the fragments. It appears to me more probable 
that the union, in such caae^ takes place in the first 
instance, and that the interstitial absorption isa subsequent 
event This view would seem to be su^iorted by the Gkct^ 
that before union hae taken place, Uie fragment connected 
with the head of the bone has a very imperfect supply of 
the veins or lymphatics through whose ^ncy the absorp- 
tion would be likely to occur. 

It is very true that the fragment of the neck attached to 
the head of the bone is, to a great degree, deprived of its 
arteries and veins by the acddent If the force of the blow 
producing the fracture be sufficient to rupture the cervical 
ligament, and separate the fragments, tlie upper fragment 
is then supplied with blood by one, and in some cases two 
small arteriee, which paae through the ligamentum teres to 
the head of the bone. The elemenls of nutrition being 
thus imperfectly supplied to this fra^ent, we infer that it 
will be abeorbed with greater rapidity than the femoral 
bsgrnent, which, after the fracture, has »n abundant supply 
of olood. This will certainly be the case, provided tnat 
each fragment of the neck has a sufficient number of veins 
and lymphatics to accomplish its absorption. I have 
often examined that branch of the obturator vein which 
returns the blood from the head of the bone, and have 
nraally found it about the size of a crow's quill ; and while 
it Is admitted that this is quite unequal to the number and 
calibre of the veins supplied to the femoral fragment of the 
neck, it must be remembered tliat absorptiim Ikroagh thii 
tAann^l it not hdd in chrdc hi/ the antagonutie fora of att 
abundant natrilion. 

Prof. Post assumes, as a fact, that "before union takee 
place, the head of the bone has also a very imperfect sup- 
ply of lymphatics, tlirough whose agency the absorption 
would be likely to occur.' It appears that the minute dis- 
tribution of the lymphatic system is yet imperfectly nnder- 
elood by anatomists. Some authois state that bone tissue 
is not supplied wilii lymphatic vessels, while others daim 
that it is. 



Cruveilfaier states, that " lymphatic vessels have not 
yet been actually demonstrated m the bony tissue; but 
it is probable that they really exist there; at least, the 
process of nutrition in bones, and certun morbid pheno* 
mena which they present, lead to the belief of iheir exist- 
ence."* " Cruiksbank, Soemmering, and Bonamy have 
succeeded in tracing them into the interior of the bonBB."t 
" Lymphatic vessels arc found in roost tissues and organs 
which receive blood, but have not been detected in tie sub- 
stance of the brain and spinal cord, in the eye-ball and 
labyrinth, nor ihe placenta and its membranes. The prin- 
cipal lymphatic vessels are more numerous than the arteries 
and veins, but very much finer. They are long, threadlike. 
transparent tubes, of difficult detection, unless some colorea 
substance is injected into them. The mode in which the 
lymphatics commence has been imperfectly ascertained in 
consequence of the extreme tenuity and transparency of 
the vessel^ and the impossibility of injecting colored hquids 
in a direction opposed to the o[>eiiing of the many valves 
which occupy tJie larger branches, ^rthe most part they 
appear to originate in close capillary nets, intercalated witL 
the aanguiferous cnpillaries, but having no communication 
with them."I " The lytapliatics are found in nearly every 
texture and organ of the body, with the exception of the 
substance of llie brain and spinal cord, the eyeball, carti- 
lage, tendon^ membranes Df the ovum, the placenta, and 
umbilhml cord. Their existence in the substance of bona 
is doubtfuL"§ If from the conflicting statements of authors 
concerning this subject, we are led to believe that lympha- 
tic vessels have not yet been discovered in the bony tinue, 
we are bv no means at liberty on that account lo deny that 
they really exist; for this summary method of disposing of 
the question would exclude further investigation, whit^ 
might lead to their discovery. 

Dismissing this point, we notice that Oruveilhier states 
that synovial membranes are abundantly supplied wiUi 
lymnhatic vessels, thus : — " The origin of the lymphatics can 
be snown only upon free surfaces, such as tie mucous mem- 
braneSj the skin, the serous and synovial membranes, and 
the lining membranes of arteries and veins. All the lym- 
phatics arise by a network of such tenuity that when 
injected with mercury the whole surface appears changed 
into a metallic layer. The synovial membranes may be 
injected with the greatest facility, either near the eartJuiges 
where they are more Eense than in other porta, or upon the 
ligaments to which they adhere."] 

If synovial membranes are thus abundantly supplied with 
lympbati^it can hardly be doubled that there are lympha- 
tic veaaelpin the ligamentum teres, which may become 
active agents of absorption, after fracture of tlie neck of the 
femur ; since the ligamentum teres is enveloped throughout 
its extent by synovial membrane. Gray slates that 
" the deep lymphotlca accompany the deep arteries," and 
that "the lymphatics of any part or organ exceed in number 
the veins, but in size they are much smaller." 

If now the lymphatics orieinate in accordance with 
Leidy's opinion, "in close capillary nets, intercalated with 
the sanguiferous capillaries," and pass in a direction from 
without inwards, accompanying the arteries, we can see no 
good reason why that branch of the obturator arteir whidi 
supplies the head of the bone with blood, should form an 
exception to the rule. With our present imperfect knowledge 
concerning the origin and distribution of the lymphatic*, it 
^peara to me that tJie statement of Prof. Post, that "befot* 
uni'in takes place the head of the bone has a very imperfect 
supply of Uie veins or lymphatics, through wh'jse aTeni r 
the absorption would be likely to occur," is a sl.i e-reit 
which requires further anatomical in vestigatiou b leitca-i 
be admitted as a fact 

Whatever the agency may he by whirh the remit it aecom- 
pU^ied, abforjilion of the head and neck of the bone doe» 
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aetuaUy oeeur, wilhoiil any apparent attempt at union of the 
fragmenbi, and iht rapidity of the abtorption it $ovittima to 
great, that nearly the whoU of the neck has been known to i« 
removed in few time than u required for bony union of this 
fraeture ; thne: — "llieauperiorfiamient or the broken cervix 
iisu»llj disappenrs to the level or the brim of the scettbu- 
iom, either in consequence of the action of the absorbent 
Teasel?, or hj ihs friction of Ihe broken surfaces, or perhaps 
it it due to a combination of both these cause?. The ab- 
sorption, liowever, Jonielimes extends mucli furlher ; I have 
seen half of the globular head oC the bone thus removed, 
and a case has been recorded in which the heed of tlie bone 
was completely absorbed. " * " In old cases the femoral 
fragment is likewise absorbed to a greater or less extent ; 
sometimes it disappears entirely to its base, and the portion 
of the shaft, fiom which, in the normal ^tate, it springs, 
presents a smooth and even surfitce, limited by the trochan- 
ters and their connecting lines. • " • I'he absorption of the 
lower fragment is sometimes effected with extraordinary 
rapidity ; in case Nn. ix., the shortening of the limb, which 
immediately followed the receipt of the injury, was only a 
quarter of an inclt, but aller the expiration of fix weeks it 
amounted to one inch and a half; and in case No. sii., the 
reroova! of the greater part of the neck of the bone was 
accomplished in lesa than a month."* Here wo see the 
effect, and from the effect we infer the cause whicli pro- 
duced it; for, althou;;h we ma; be unahia to tface the im- 
mediate connexion of cause and effect, we know that nature 



of the neck the wlioie head be removed by absorption, 
without any attempt at union of the iragmenia, we are 
forced to conclude that the supply of veins and lymphatics 
to the head of the bone is aufncient lo produce this result, 



aity for the absorption of Ihe neck to be preceded by bony 
union of the fragments. I would not, under any circum- 
Btancea, knowingly put a wrong construction upon the lan- 
guage of any surgeon ; but, if I correctly understand the fol- 
kJWiDE proposition of Prof. Post, it does not seem to me to 
be sincUy in harmony with hie criticism of my Bf>h propo- 
rtion: — "In inlra-cerrical fractureB, whether bony union 
takes plaoB or not, the cervix femoris becomes greatly 
shortened br interstitial absorption, and, after the lapse of 
several weelcs or months, the limb may be shortened to the 
extent of two inches or more." 

•* AuxRicAN Jotm^fAi. OF OpHTnALMOLooT. — Thls ig the 
title of a Journal to be edited by Julius Homb^Kr, M.D., 
to be devoted to Ophthalmic Medicine and S^ery. It 
will contain ; reports of operations, original articles nnd 
periBCopee, fiom American as well as foreign sources. The 
Joumal will be published bi-monthly, at $2 per annum, 
payable on receipt of the first number, by L. W. Schmidt, 
634 Broadway, above Spring street. ^ 

Tna iNFLtTBHCK or RaILWAT TKAVEtJ-INO ON PuBUO 

HiALTB. — But in place of the many vague surmises hereto- 
fore hazarded on this subject we can now substitute accu- 
rate information as to the direct physical efiecls of railway 
travelling upon the body. These are, to produce a certain 
degree oT muscular exertion ; to increase the volume of air 
inspired ; to quicken the circulation ; to impress rapid y on 
the retina a succession of fleeting im^^ ; and lo ciiuge 
more or less hyperemia of the brain and spinal cord, and 
Mme irritation of the gastric and sympathetic nerves by 
means of the vibratory movements of the trunk. Bear- 
ing in mind this general analyaia of the effects of railway 
travelling, nnd giving due consideration to the circumstances 
which modify them, it becomes possible to estimate at tlielr 
true value the complaints as to the various illnesses and 
diseases which have been ascribed to it. In no ca<e is it 
more desifable to test, one by tlie other, clinical ezperienca 
and physiological observation. — LaTieet. 
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In every department of human enterprise and responsibility 

is heard the demand for " the right man for the right place." 
Military leaders, heads of departments, and ofBcials of every 
rank, are inevitably the objects of praise or of criticism; 
and if in civil life and the avocations of peace, sucli cliarac- 
teristic awards of merit or demerit are less marked, they 
are not of less importance than in military life. Pre-emi- 
nent htness and faithfulness in ofUcial station are the true 
and only conditions that will insure lasting honor lo the 
incumbents of such stations, or satisfy the just demands of 
the people. Doubtless there were many aspirants for the 
honor of serving as Quartermasters-General in providing 
for Wellington's troops in the Peninsula, but some of 
those officials were placed in perpetual disgrace by their 
own ineOlciency, when the Iron Duke, writing to General 
Vane, said ; — " I wish I had it in my power to give you 
well clothed Iroops, or to hang thoie uiho ought to have given 
them their clothing." 

In the varied duties and responsibilities that fall to the 
lot of the medical profession in public life, the question of 
professional and individual fUnea will inevitably be raised 
both in the profession and abiong the people affected -by 
the official duties of the physicians occupying the stations 
of public responsibility. Our hospitals, medical schools, 
boards of health, and the organization and working of the 
army medical service, all and respectively bear their own 
unmistakable testimony to the neceG.<iity and the high obli- 
gation that rest alike upon the profession and the public 
to place the right men in the right places. And altiough 
it is true that the attunment of commanding or influential 
positions' of official medical service in this country usually 
depends upon extraordinary persnnal effort directed by 
talent and energies worthy of reward, yet it must be con- 
fessed that the interests of the medical profession and the 
welfare of society would be greatly enhanced by the exist* 
ence of a competent tribunal or system that should be 
equivalent in effect to that of eoncoun in determining the 
relative and real status of aJI candidates for profefsional 
appointment or promotion. But Vor the present we can 
hope for no other or better tribunal than that constituted 
by the public sentiment and testimony of the profession 
itself. And this tribunal, though hitherto unorganized, 
may eventually find systematic and uniform modes of 
expression through the agency of the American Medical 
Association. Whatever systerrt may eventually preraJl 
among us for determining and thereby elevating the stand- 
ards of qualification for public positions in the profession, 
we may hope that system will encourage and not repress 
honorable aspirations and efforts. There is, however, one 
branch of our proffession that, from tJie very natore of its 
own peculiar relations to the national government, possesses 
the means of elevating and properly defining the views not 
only of the entire medical profession, but the ideas of the 
public at large, respecting the resources and spirit of out 
profeenoD : we refer to the Arm; Hedioal Stsff. 
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The columns of this journal have bome frequent nnd 
uniforra testimony to (he nolile animus and beneficial influ- 
ence of the Military Medical SUilT upon tlie profession at 
large ; and in the present eventful period, -we may justly 
look to our devoted bretliren in tliat sl&ff for exhibitions of 
the noblest qualities and largest resources of medical men. 
Also, in Tespect of the humanity, zeal, and patriotism of 
that staff, much baa justly been expected, but certainly not 
more than its leading members have already manifested; 
for what could exceed that excellent beginning of extra 
efforts for the health of tlie army by the acting Surgeon- 
General in calling upon the Secretary of War for tlie insti- 
tution of a '* Commission of Inquiry and Advice in respect 
of the Sanitary InteceMs of the United States' forcea." 
Said SuBOBos Wood, in his letter of May 22d ;— 

le of the Army, n 



office to the necepsily of some modifications and changes 
Id the system of organization, as connected with the hygiene 
and coraforta of the soldiers ; more particularly in relation 
to the class of men who, actuated by patriotism, have 
repaired with unexampled promptness to the defence of 
the institutions and laws of tne country. 

"The pressure upon the Medical Bureau- has been very 

Ct and urgent ; and though all the means at its disposal 
I been industriously used, much remains to be accom- 
plished by directing the intelligent mind of the country to 
practical results connected with the comforts of the soldier 
by preventive and sanitary means. 

"The Medical Bureau would, in my judgment, derive 
important and useful aid from the counsels and well 
directed efforts of an intelligent and scientific commission, 
to be staled, ' A Commission of Inquiry and Advlco in 
respect of the Sanitary Interests of the United States 
Forces,' and acting in co-operation with the Bureau, in 
elaborating and applying such facts as might be elicited 
from the experience and more extended observation of 
those connected with armies, with reference to the diet 
and hygiene of troops, and the organ iaation of military 
hospitals, etc" 

Wliat other department of the Government service has 
expressed such humane and patriotic solicitude, and what 
other Bureau has so fearlessly and effectually overstepped 
both precedent and prejudice, and from the beginning of 
the war demanded the beat wd that could be rendered by 
the ablest talent in the country — civil as well as military. 
We are fully justified in asserting that the Army Stafl^ in 
that letter of Dr. R. C. Wood, one of its noblest and most 
loyal representatives, and its then acting cbief, has given 
a true index of the progressive and liberal spirit t^at ani- 
mates its members; while the hearty co-operation of the 
military Medical Directors with the Sanitary CommiKion 
throughout the whole line of the army, proves that army 
surgeons are not guilty of the petty jealousies and narrow 
views that are supposed by some to be inseparable from 
military Ufe. 

Now the point to which we beg to direct attention 
is this : via. " The necessity of some modifications and 
changes in the system of organization, as connected with 
the hygiene and comfort of the soldiers," as so candidly 
stated by the veteran Dr. Wood. 

The ordinary regimental and hospital duties of our army 
surgeons have^een well performed; and although some 
improvements are needed. Congress and the War Depart- 
ment are responsible for their delay : in years gone by the 
Medical Bureau has repeatedly and in vain petitioned for 
them. Bnt the fact stated in the letter above quoted pre- 



sents a new and most importnnt question: viz. "How 
ehatl fnnitary measures be effectually applied in military 
encampments and hospitals?" 

The ordinary service of the anny surgeon is mainly 
rxecutivf, but here is an acknowledged neceasity for a class 
of purely adminitlralive and in^tctorial labors, for which 
the existing organization of the Staff does not suiBcient'y 
ptovide. It is true that hith,erto the inspectorial and 
administrative duties in military hospitab and camps have 
been combined with the ordinary executive duties of the 
surgeon, while only tlie bureau service of the Surgeon 
General's office at Washington has been exclusively admi- 
nistrative. But the experience of tho Sanitary Commis- 
sion, with its score of sanitary inspectors, has fully con- 
firmed the statement of Dr. Wood, that there is a neces- 
sity for some changes in the organization of tlie Army 
Medical Department, connected with the hygiene and com- 
fort of the soldier. 

We have noticed with much satisfaction that the Medi- 
cal Bill now before Congress, provides that all the medical 
officers of tlie adminislralive branch of the staff are to be 
stJtcled and appointed by the President, and approved by 
the Senate. Complaints have reached us Uiat the eight or 
ten officers of that branch of the service might, and proba- 
bly will be filled by others than the oldest members of 
the staff. Such might be Ihe result; but we say, let it be so, 
if that is lo be the inevitable result of honest efforts to 
put "the right man in the right place." But the falla- 
cious and foolish idea, that the mere selection and appoint- 
ment to such duties is to be regarJed as a promotion or 
an elevation to really higher honors, ought not lo be 
entertained. The true physician can have no more honor- 
able duly than that of actual ministration to the sick and 
wounded. The best surgeon of the entire staff might be 
the very poorest Sanitary Inspector and administrative 
officer. Indeed, it is stated by Sir Jaueb McGregor that 
he found great difficulty in selecting suitable men for the 
inspectorial and administrative duties of his staff; bnt ha 
believed in the principle, and carried out the practice of 
such selectioa The large knowledge of human nature, 
the discreet and sound judgment, and the special culture 
and experience required to render a person fit for the 
duiiea that will be required of the few administrative 
officers under the proposed Medical Act, would seem to 
make it plainly a duty that they should be selected and 
appointed solely upon tho ground of greatest fitness. 
And if we have correctly estimated the excellent qualities 
of head and of heart that have long characterized Ihe senior 
members of our Army Staff, they will not be found in 
opposition to this feature of the proposed Act for reor- 
ganizing the Medical Department of the Army. Whatever 
may be the other features of that Bill, this must be regarded 
as a wise and just provision. 

It being manifestly the first duty of the Gtoverament and 
of the Medical Staff to cause all the administrative ofEcee 
of the Medical Department of the Army to be filled by 
those members of the corps who have the largest adminis- 
trative talent and experience, far tbo sake of human life 
and the strength of the Forces, we need not be anxious Brat 
to determine whether this system of teltetion might not 
diminish some. of the incentives to faithfulness that the old 
system of inevitnbleMieeewt'on by seniority might encourage. 
The welfare of the entire army being the chief object of 
coucem, such » querj can have little weight But then w« 
Digmzea oy VjOOQ IC 
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know that in our own, as Id ao; other uaefut catling, the 
lure recognition of actual merit and fitness is an incentive 
equalled only by the power of conscieDce and the lore of 
doinggood. TliisqueBtion was thoroughly discussed and tri- 
umphantly settled by Sir Sidnet Herbirt'b Commission of 
Inquiry into the RegulatJons affecting the Sanitary Condi- 
tion of the British Army ; and now, by a Royal warrant, 
all the administratJTe offices of the British Staff are &lled 
by selection, while tlie re^mental and executive service 
continues very properly to be regulated upon the bnsia of 
promotion by eeniority, subject to just exceptions in favor 
of unusually meritorious ecrvicea and ability. In the 
French system, with its seven grades of rank above the 
Medednt iou*^ida, the three highest ranks, viij. tlie seven 
inw«cteur» ginirauT:, and the eighty iledecint principaux in 
two classes — the promotion ia soMy by trieclion ; while in 
the four next subordinate ranks, the promotions arc about 
equally by selection and by seniority, . 

WiUi such examples, and with the unanimous sentiment 
of the medical profession in civil Ufe in favor of the princi- 
ple of nlection, let our enlightened bretiiren of the Army 
Staff see to it tliat llie chacges effected by the proposed 
Act be wortliy of the spirit and claims of ihe profession, 
and adequate to the exigencies of the times. We believe 
that the principle of seUcticrt and JUnt*» versus tueetuioit 
by seniority, will be recognised and approved by Congress; 
and upon the Army Staff itself rests the responsibility of 
having that principle wisely operative ahd justly limited 
and guided by the proper aulborities and regulations. And 
as Wording some practical suggestions as to the proper 
character of those regulaUons and the authorities concerned 
in the selection for the administrative branch of service, 
we will hero quote from the recommendations ofiBcially 
reported in reference 10 this subject by the Herbecit Coin- 
niission : — 

" The first coniideralion must be Iht ^Inmey of the pub- 
lic service, and for this, an it appears to us, telection fiir tfae 
higbeat ranks and employments is inditpentabie. * * • 

In the two upper or inspectorial ranits we hold that the 
public interests require that promotion should bo by selec- 
tion of the ablest and mmt efBcient officer ; and, in recom- 
mending to the Commander-in-Chief, who is responsible 
for all promotions, the officer to be promoted, we are of 
Opinion that the Director-Oen^ral should always notify the 
rebticc potition nf the officer in hit rank, and the grounds on 
which Uit teltetion tt made. * ^ • These selections 
would, of course, be founded partly on personal observa- 
tion, partly on the case books of the medical officers, partly 
on public reporla and despatches, and partly on conficlential 
reports made by the principal medical officer on each sta- 
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Wi have received numerous reqionses from country prac- 
titioners heartily endorsing our appeal to the country to 
aid the friends of sanitary reform in this city, in obtuning 
the passage through our present Legislature of a Health 
BUI, and promising hearty cc-operalion. It appears that 
much of the small-pux uow prevalent in this and adjacent 
States is directly traceable to New York. Dr. CoeELANo, 
of Jefferson Co., N.Y., writes: "We have had small-pox 
here now for over eight weeks, and it is still spreading. I 
b»ve also tneajia of knowing that it came direct from the 



vicinity of New York city." Similar statements are made 
by physicians in Oneida, Westchester, Albany, and other 
counties. We hope our country friends will make their 
inSuence felt at Albany by petitions and letters. We 
append an outline of the MctropoUtan Health Bill: 

Abstract of "An Act concerning the PubUe BrdUh of Ihe 
Coiintin of New York, Kings, and Kiehmond, arid the 
ieatera Ihtrcof ; " (ommonly called t!ie MxTROrouTAN 
Health Bill. 

Sec. 1. Provides for the appointment, by the Governor 
and the Senate, of seven citizens of the district, three of 
whom shall be practiiting physicians, and who, wiih the 
Health OlJicer, the Mayors of New York and Brooklyn, 
and Chairman of the Supervisors of*Sicbmond county, sliall 
be called the Metropolitan Board op Hkaltb. Tlie mem- 
bers fii-st appointed shall serve from one to seven years, 
and one »hall allcrwafds be appointed annually to serve 

'Sec. 2. The said Board of Health are given full power 
and autliority to administer all the laws reUting to the 
public health, interroentK registration of birthii, marriages, 
and deaths; and also to determine and regulate the diseases 
and vessels subject to Quarantine, and the anchorage of 
infected vessels; also to enforce the laws prohibiting or 
regulating the sale of poisonous, adulterated, or unwhole- 



enforce the cleanliness of the streets and public places. 

Sec 4. Gives control of domiciliary nuisances, houses 
unfit for dwellings are pfohihi ted, anil landlords are required 
to keep their premises in proper condition, and penalties 
for neglect arc prescribed- 

Sec. 5. All instituticns, supported wholly or In part at 
public expense, are required to make such reports to the 
Board of Health as may enable them to ascertain the sani- 
tary condition of any part of tli^ districL The appointed 
members of the Board are subject to removal in (he same 
manner as sheriffs. " A practising physician of skJI and 
experience" shall be appointed chief executive officer, and 
an Inspector of Health lor the county of Kings, of Uke 
qunlificatioas. 

Secs. 6 and 7. Fix the emoluments of the ^ptointed 
meml>er8 of the Board, and mode of dcfnaying the expenses 
incurred for the administration of the Act 

Secs. 8 and 9. Repeal all inconsistent hiws, and direct 
the immediate oi^aaizalion of the Board of Health. 

In another column will be found a statement in regard to 
the sickness in Gbn. JjANDer's diviuon, and the praisewor- 
thy efforts of SuHOEON Sl'cklet, the Medical Director, to 
efiect needed reforms in the hospitah:. There has been a 
large amount of sickness in this division, the disease* being 
mostly measles and its sequences, typhoid pneumoni*, 
typhoid fever, etc Under the rigid medical discipline 
which this officer will introduce we shall have reason to 
expect a marked reduction of mortality from this class of 

Tm New York Medical College will close its session on 
March 4lh. The address on the occBKon will t>e g^ven by 
Prof. Perct. 

The State of New York has a stringent law against the 
sale of poisons, but it did not prevent two accidents last 
week. The first was the poisoning of the prisoner Gordon 
by strychnine, introduced into his cell at Ihe Tombs. In 
the second case a person is reported to have bought two 
ounces of strychnine of a respectable druggist, with which 
he very summarily disposed of his life. 
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S^rnij SlfMtal |iitcllisnitf. 

LIBT or TBB KAMS8 OF BURQEONB AND ASSISTANT e0fi- 
6E0NS APPOINTED TO THE VOLUNTEER KEOndENTS OF 
TBB 8TATE OT NEW TOKK, SINCE JAN. M, I^W. AND THE 
CUANOES WHICH HATE OCCUKBGD IR THE SEOIMENTS 
IN TBG FIELD FBOM THE SAUE DATE. 

rab. 8. IML— Annitiu CimplMll, U.D., Ratmrn nth E^t. Tie* iHha 
L. Pan?, redfiied. Fab. 4— Jamaa WUxid, ILD, SBrnoa Otib RtcL, 
flea £U Sunaal Iti>iFl«>. n"l nnnad far inly. Fab. 10.— Wlllluall. 
KalitOK, U.D., Aialat. BorRon loth Brgt, Tica Arebrbald F. Hd<II«,»- 
■lf»d Fab. 11.— EMtMI P. On.;, 1LD„ Biui*db Mi RtgL, £*■!• Bri- 
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CoNDinoM or tbi 8ick at Cdhbihlamd. 
letCer from Curoberluid ^ves us the following i 
number of sick in the city ia particularlj frightiul. Evei^ 
mitabte building that is BTailable is Btled— some to their 
ntmost c»pftcitj, uid the cry is still they come. The suf- 
fering consequent on such a repid increase of the number 
of flick has been great iDdet^d. I am of the opinion that 
DOt a little of it is owing to the lack of sjelem in the 
management beretofore of the hospitals, everything being 
in confusion. A new idea of thinga has taken place, under 
the roanagement of Dr. Geo. Suckley, a young phyacian 
trom Washington. He has been assigned the charge of Uie 
hospitals here, and be is an unusually skiltul and intelligent 



aurgeoD. Owing to him and the c 
ladies of the city, accommodatioDS ar< 
gUte."— Whedittg ( Va.) InMUgtnoer. 
[We append Surgeon Suckley's tw< 
—Ed. Mkd. Times.] 
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Ckhbulud, Hd., Fab. IS, ISCL 

Our crowded Hospitals are at any moment Hable to 
destruction by fire. With inadequate means of prevention 
and of escape a fiightful loss of life might occur. 

To guard against such a calamity, I hereby direct all the 
Hedieal Officers to report forthwith lo me what additional 
means of escape from the upper stories can be provided. 

Wherever practicable, HoGpitals merely separated by a 
partition wall will have doorways of escape from one 
building to another cut through the wall on each floor. 

The purchase of 160 Water Buckets is ordered. These 
will be distributed to the different Hospitals, where the 
Medical Officers in charge will direct at least four to be 

? laced on the floor of each story, in an acoeaeible place, 
'hey will be kept filled with water at all limes, and not to 
be used for any other purpose whatever. A severe penalty 
will follow any inlringement of this rule. 

Each Medical Officer will draw up a set of Regulations 
for the conduct of Nurses and Patients in case of a fire 
alarm. These, as well as the present Order, to be conspi' 
cnously posted in each Hospital 

A Fire Alarm Drill is ordered duly in each Hospital 
Building. 

Oeoboe S0CRI.BT, M D., 
Brigade Surgeon and Mtdxeal Director. 
BFECIAL OBDEE_No. 1. 

tlsDiOAi. Vrrtwnmt. 

1. The Medical Director has noticed during his visits at 
Uie various Hospilols several patients in a dymg condition, 
who seemed to liave been allowed to run down with but 
little attempt on the part of the Medical Officers to sustain 
or revive by the judicious and free use of alcoholic stimulus. 

2. Among our patit-nts there are many who, although not 
absolutely suffering from typhoid /etw, are neverOieleas 
afflicted with disorders upon which the typhoid poison has 
made a decided impression. 

3. It is desired that, in future, patients in a failing con- 
dition will be stimvhtfd and fed before Ihey get too low ; 
and it is ORDERED ffidt no aue be treated (u hopeltn until 
dmth hat takenplaee. 



4. Stimulus and nourishment In many cases are our only 
wise medicaments. Food is our best tonic, stimulus gives 
temporary strength for its digestion. Medical officers prac- 
tising in the General Hospitals at this Depot, are recom- 
mended to combine fiuid food with stimulus whenever 
pracdcable. Egg-nog, milk punch, chicken broth, mixed 
with wine or spirits, are all far better than raw spirits and 
water, except when a rapid and sudden effect is desired.' 

5. PerhsM there is no better test of a Physician's ability 
than that afforded by his practice in the administration of 
stimulants. Nauseating, small spoonfuls frequently re- 
peated, very soon become repulsive. Heroic doses at longer 
intervals are far better. For example : A small Wine-gliuB 
of milk punch administered every fifleen or twenty minutes, 
scarcely stimulates and but feebly revives. The patient is 
incessantly annoyed by the attention and offlciousness of 
his nurse ; his rest is broken, and he soon becomes dis- 
gusted with the very smelt of the mixture. On the con- 
trary, a tumblerful, as near as practicable, given say once 
in two hours, rouses the whole nervous system; the pnlse 
comes up, a short sleep is gained) the patient is nourished 
and refreshed. 

6. Mitk punch becoming distaatefu)^ egg-nog may be 
substituted, or any other palatable nourishing stimulus. 

7. In conclusion, it is not only desired (as in paragraph 
3} but strongly advised, that the physicians here employed 
will stimulate and nourish their patients before they run 
down too low ; and not, as is frequently the case, follow an 
obvious indication only when the suflenng patient is at the 
last ^p — thus justifying the remark once made by an old 
hospital patient, that lie "never had seen a doctor give a 
pauent brandy unless he was sure to die I" 

All requisitions for stimulus to a reasonable amonni, 
made on the Medical Director, will be didy honored. 
Georoi Sccklev, M.D., 
Brigade Surgeon, iitdkal Director, Landrr'i Divitiotu 

Onna«L Hcwiui, CcmnLUiv, Fatti IT, ISO. 



HEALTH OF TBOOPS IN HISSOUtlL 

BvaioDn,' Ho., Juuiy tl, IBd 
[Amr CoRMpniidraiM tftb* Ansaioui Munui, Turn.] 
Wk are still encamped in tents, and the health of our 
regiment very good, having recovered rapidly nnce onr 
march from Springfield. During that trip we had over one 
hundred cases of measles, and nearly alt were treated while 
being transported in Government wagons, and knocked 
about on the march. Out of one hundred and four cases 
ten died of measles and its consecutive diseases, pneumonia 
and dysentery; tliis is not a ereater percentage than in the- 
hospital at St. Louis, in which that disease is treated. I 
am perfectly satisfied if we could have had these cases in - 
tents, we should not have tost any, but they were jolted in 
wagons(IdonotnieBnnmbulance!>), and exposed to all kinds 
of weather and hardships. Considering what ihey passed 
through it is most remarkable all did not perish. 

I found the cooler the patjent was kept, " if not cold," 
the less the eruption, and the less the eruption the quicker 
the convalescence. In those kept warmly covered the 
eruption would be profuse, and the patient very sick at the 
stomach, and ^atly prostrated, and recoveiy was slow. I 



beneficial and less destructive lo life. During the 
month of December we had three quite sudden deaths, and 
all within three days; they presented some very unusual 
symptoms. The first two cases were treated in quarters, 
five days, for diarrhoea, with the usual remedies for that dis- 
ease, and with varying success as to checking it for a time ; 
but as they got no better I sent them to the ho^ital, as 
beibg more comfortable. Soon after going there they began 
to have a remitting type of fever; tongue became dry and 
red ; Bubsultus ; one had some tenderness over stomach and 
bowels, and the other none; pulse became veiy frtqueni, 
120 to 160, feeble; and for two days before death could 
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not be felt at wrist. The mind was wandering for the last 
fortf-eigbc hours. 

I regardetl the cases SB remittent fever witli diarrhea, and 
taking on a typboid character, and treated them on the 
supporting plan — whiskey, heel- tea, counter-irritation, ano- 
dynes to check bowels — but they died in five days after 
entering, and ten days from first attack. Post-mortem ex- 
•jninatKin showed the mucous membrane of ilie bowel?, 
from one end to the other, highly inflained. Stomach red 
u beef, thickened, and contracted, and there was not an 
inch from tbe cardiac exUemity of the etomach to ibe anus 
but wba( was in the s&me condition. Peycr's patches, which 
I supposed would be the seat of the difTiculty, were thick- 
ened, but not ulcerated. 

Here was something tliat typhoid never prcs^tcd, and 
I concluded ihul these were cases of gistro-enteritia. 
What could be done for a disease running its course thus 
rapidly ? I felt extremely anxious, for I had thirty cases 
foUowing in their wukc as rapidly as possible. I was satis- 
fied that alcohohc stimulants must do injury to slomacha in 
that condition, and I cliscontinued it. The next day 
another man died, taken in the same way. followed by 
nearly tbe kbuic cla^ of syinptonig, and was in hospital but 
five days. He had no tenderness over Uie stomach and 
bowels on hard pressure, no nausea, tympanites, pctechise, 
or anything denoting the serious nature of llie disease, 
except tbe una I, weol^ pulse at first, and Unally pulseless at 
the wrist; rather a pinched e:ipressiun of countenance; 
tonguedryandred ; iubsullus; mind clear, until last twenty- 
four hours, then wandering. Tlie auti-psj- showed exactly 
the same ihineaBiheothen, except llmt Fey er's plates were 
extensively ulcerated, and rinsed above the surface of the 
membrane sn eighth of an inch, and large ulcers extended 
into the cecum. All other organs in this and the oilier 
coees were healthy. But here seemed to be a case of genu- 
ine typhoid fever. What to do uridiT such cireumatancea 
was a query to me ; I was satisfied the old treatment of 
typhoid fever was useless, if not injurious here ; indeed, 
nothing could do any good in such a state, but if anything 
was to bo aecompliabed it must be early. I immediately 



whether there was tenderness or not ; followed this with 
Urge blisleis, and repeated, if neCKssaiy ; I gave internally 
the following : — S. Emul. gum. aeuciw Jiij.; terebinthini 
3j.;oleiricini Jss.; tr.opii J iss; U. Tablespoonful every 
two hours, or until tbe effect of opiate was produced. This 
wsa given to all eases aulferlng from diarrhoea ; if the case 
was not troubled with that I omitted the oil, and gave the 
other. If any furtlier stimulant was required I gave carb. 
unmonio, but no alcohol. From tbe time liiia change in 
treatment was commenced every case began to improve, 
sod in a short time tlie dry tonsue and otiier unfavorable 
symptoms began to change for the better. All those cases 
recovered, and many other? which came after ; but on the 
12th of this month a man was admitted into hospital who 
had previously said, if he ever got sick he would never go 
to hospital, and ihe orderly had allowed him to remdn m 
quarters six days, idling about complaining, lie was 
finally sent to hospital, and he informed me that he had 
suffered from diarrhoia the past three weeks, more or less; 
thathe had been to tbe sii:ward,4hd got medicine twice, 
which had relieved him ; he bad done duly up to within 
six days. He had a httle fever of remittmg character; 
pulse 140, very feeble ; to npie dry androd;ahltlesuhsultua; 
intellect clear, but a peculiar pinched expression of counte- 
nance. From his appearance, and the previous history of 
the other three cases, I was satisfied notliing could be done 
for him. I put him on the same course as I had followed 
with BD many others, but notlnog beocflted him ; he lived 
but four days after coming under treatment, and but ten 
after he was taken ill. His mind was clear, up to within 
twenty-four hours of death. Stomach quiet; no pain or 
tenderness on pressure; do tympanites or petecbice, and but 
moderate diarrhceo. For two days previous to death he 



was nulsalesa, and all the first symptoms continued. Once, 
the day before death, be vomited some blood and a little 
mucus; no vomiting except that Post-mortem showed 
stomach red as beef, thickened and contracted duodenum, 
and about five feet of upper part of jejunum very red, and 
mucous membrane softened ; then a short space not 
affected, but the lower portion wai ns bad as the upper. 
The ileum presented what I never ssw before, and hope I 
may not see again. Every one of Peyer'a fiJ'f'lB was 
ulcerated to its fullest size, enormously raised and ■F**'^ 
out like a full-blowo rose, if I may use the expression. They 
would range from a five-cent-piece to the size of a dollar. 
Every mucous follicle and duct was thickened, rused, and 
ulcerated from the size of a pin's bead to a pea. On oass- 
ing through into the ciecum, at the junction of the ileum 
was an ulcer as large as a teacup. The whole inucoui 
membrane to the rectum waa in a fi-ightfut state of dis- 
organizaUon. Liver, kidneys, lungs, and heart, sound. 
1 did not examine the brain, for I thought I bad found 
enough. I suppose this is camp typhoid fever in its worst ' 
form, and nollimg will save a patient when it hes passed 
into that stage of disease ; but by watching doseiy, after 
the diarrhoea, allowing no eases to pass without prompt 
atieniion, and following op vigorously the course I have 
indicated, I am satisfied most cases may be avoided. Many 
cases of remitting fever rapidly verge that way, but all as 
yet have yielded to thot course properly carried out, though 
quinine frequently is demanded in the latter cases. The 
great diflicully 1 find is in distinguishing cases, and the only 
way I can do is to act as though all wer-e of that nature ; for 
thus for no symptoms indicate the serious character of the 
disease, until suddenly we find the patient with the fre- 
quent weak pulse, and peculiar expression of countenance, 
and then 1 conceive it too late to save him. The injury to 
the mucouB membrane is too great to rally from, and death 
will follow. But why are all the Bymptoms of such a seri- 
ous disease so obscure 7 how is it possible for such extensive 
disorganization to occur and no amount of prefsure and 
punching will indicate it by expressions of pain ? why are 
so many of the cliaracteristic symptoms of typhoid fever 
absent, and yet it shows itself in the most virulent form ? 
In old times, five or ten were required to get well under 
wa^, but here it proves fatal, unless checked. I tliink, by 
vigilance, and attending to sanitary arrangements about 
camp, etc, I shall avoid further loss. At present we have 
only 46 cases of all kinds under treatment, and 20 conva- 
lescing, which is very moderate. We have bad three cases 
ofvaiiola,butBBlbavo vaccinated the whole regiment twice 
over, I hope we may not have any more. There has been 
considerable sickness in the West among all the troops since 
our return from Springfield, but they are rapidly improving 
now. Youra, etc., 

Cbables H. Bawsoh, 
Surgeon, Iowa 6lA M^imtnf VoL 



Mr. Write Coopeh oh tbe Siout as Affected dt Bail- 
WAr Travillino.— Daily experience convinces me of the 
injurious consequences to the eyesight which have followed 
the introduction of railway travelling, and with it the strong 
inducements to read whilst on the journey. In the major* 
ily of cases, tbe publications so read are chero papers or 
books purchased at llie station, printed in iinperfeet type on 
thin paper. Under the most favorable circumstances, there 
is on railways a vibration requiring incessant efforts on ihe 

Siart of the muscles and adjusting apparatus of tlie eyes to 
dIIow the shaking words^ and in profiortion as the car- 
ri^es are ill-hung or the line rough are these efforts great. 
Many persons never can read in railway carriages ; a sen- 
sation of Bwimming in the head speedily follows the at- 
tempt There can be no doubt that the practice is fraught 
with danger- the effort is analogous to that made by tbe 
muscles of the body to maintain the equilibrium, whence 
proceeds much of the stiffness and fatigue inseparable from 



long journeys. — Lanctt. 
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SPECIAL NOTICEa 

Tht Regular ilimtl.ly Meeting of Iht N. Y. Sanitary 
AaaoouTioH wiU 6« held al 7* P.if., T/iurtday, March 6(A, 
a< Awnt A'o. 19, Cooptr ItutiluU. • 

At Oie latl metting, tht foUovnng rtsolviion wat offerti : — 

'That. In Ibajudgmeal of Ibli Auoclation, fortbar Buts legltlallon 1* 
IID|KniltelT[-'qill>eil lo Secure a mnrif geniitel and rffccllre Tacoiutlua, 
butaofruovd uato aioid iffaoiha sumjjuliluD If pua^bla. 

Tht above reKjlation wili be taken vpf-r dismsnon at Oit 
nael meeiii-g, immediately after the reading of the minutet. 

Membirt of lAs Tiiedieai profeaion are ipecialli/ inviied (o 
atUttd. 

New YoftK Cocnty Medical Socibtv.— f/.e Slated 
MoTilMj/ MttUvg of ihlt Sociely will he held at the CuIUge of 
Phytidant and Surgeon*, Fevrlh Avtnve, corner Jiaenti/- 



Third elreet, on Monday next, March 2d. ai7i P.M. Pa-pert 
on medical subjects and discuteions (xpected, 

C0HUBN0EII«NT or TOE NeW YoRK MeDICAL CoLLEQE. 

— The Commmieemenl of the New York Medical CoBegt will 
be held on Tuesday, March ilh, al 8 P.M. Fbof. Pesot 

wilt deliver a valedictory address. 

New Yosk Aoadbht of Mgdicuie. — On Wednesday 
Evening, March 5U, Db. 'Hccqowi.a.tu will rtad a short paper 
" On Interslon of the Uterus;" afUtr which. Dr. I. E. Tay- 
lor vnR read a papa' " On the NaS'Shortening of the Neck 
of the Uterus up to the FuU Term of Pregnancy, iSuitrated 
with diagrams of the different views eniei-laincd on the sub~ 



TO Physicians. — Jerome C. Smith, 
M.D., late nf MbLhh Allium, nearBoaum, la preparad to raeelx 
Inlo bli honM.iai Kan Nth St.. a limited nninberof KpllEpilciarNermna 
Inralltla for eara and veaimenL Ms eaa ^t* ttaam aDparlor a«orainad»- 

ReftretKf.—M. Tllden Broiin. M.O., Bupt. UU-omlru;dals AaitDra, 
MnnhalUnvlllr. N. 7. EdIr^^d U. Cbipln. M,U., ttapL, KlnpCo. Lnaa- 
ilo Aa;lum. FUlbiub. I. L Moiwa H. fiaoney. U.i>.. Snpt. S. Y. Cltj 
LuuUo Attludh BlaokwuU'e lalaart. Jaho E. Tytar. M.l).. linpL MoLeaD 
Vyluin. BomeiTille. Mua lEer. Wm. Adune, D.D., No. 3 Ettl !4Ui Sl 
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On Diphtheria. By Edward Head- 
LAM tfllEEHHOW. IMl. Pp. 160. Prlos, *1.». 
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LECTURES ON 
HEW REMEDIES AND THEIR THERAPEU- 
TICAL APPLICATIONS. 



LEOTORB IV.— PART III. 

lODIHI AND ITS COHPODIIM. 

Lbt ua now consider the Tarious compiouDds of iodine ; 
tfa« mott important of these is Hie 

lODni OP POTAflBiux— roiAMn iodidum — rormnla KL 

There are many methods of preparing this salt; the fol- 
lowing IB, I think, the best. To a freshly prepared and 
cold solution of caustic potash, s[>. gt. 1*33, dry iodine is 
graduallj added with constant stimng, until the solution 
acquires a brownish yellow color. After being allowed to 
stand for some hours, the whole is poured into a porcelain 
dish and evaporated to dryness, then finely powdered and 
intimately mixed with one-twelfth its weight of powdered 
wood charcoalj and the mixture projected by spoonfiils into 
a red hot crucible ; when Ihe whole is thrown in, the heat 
is contiuued for t«n minutes, and the contents then thrown 
into a clean open vessel. When cold, the salt is dissolved 
in hot water, filtered, and evaporated slowly to crystalliza- 
tion. The mother liquor is careruDy drained ofi* and again 
ev^>orated to crystallization. The last portions usuallv 
contain a small amount of carbonate of potash, to which 
alcohol is added, which dissolves out.the iodide but leaves 
the carbonate of potash. The addition of the charcoal, and 
the application of heat, are to convert the iodate of potassa 
(KO, 10.) into iodide of potassium (KI). 

Iodide of potafsium ci^staliizes in white cubes and octo- 
hedroDS, which are without odor, and of a pungent, saline, 
and unpleasant bitter taste. It is necessary to keep them 
in a dry place, for they readily absorb wat^r from the 
atmosphere, and become yellow and moist. It dissolves in 
three-quartets its weight of cold, and halfits weight of hot 
water. It is very soluble in ether and alcohol 

Thtrapcutkal Applicafitmi. — This preparation of iodine 
is more frequently used than any other, and iodine itself is 
seldom used unless it is in combination with this salt, as in 
the compound tincture and solution before referred to. It 
is milder in its action than iodine, and produces much less 
gastric disturbance; but if taken in full doees, the emcta- 
tions and sense of heat in the stomach are quite unpleasant. 
Aa this salt is applicable in nearly all cases where iodine is 
required, and as we have given you the therapeutic action 
of iodine, it is unnecessaiy to repeat it here. Tlie com- 
pound of iodine with iodide of potassium is asserted by 
some not to be a simple solution, but that the iodine is 
chemically combined with it, and is a definite chemical 
compound. A slow reaction is also said to take place 
between iodide of potasuum and nitric ether, forming 
bydrtodic ether and nitrate of potash; the decomposition 
may be thus expressed: C^.Qi^NO.-(-KI=C,H»l+K0, 
NOk The medicinal effects in neither of these cases wonid 
be interfered with. 

Iodide of .4.ffl)ni»ituni has been very highly recommended 
as superior to iodide of potassium in secondary syphilis. 
Dr. Gamberini, of Bologna, has written a monograph on 
this salt, and has pointed out the advantages it possesses in 
the treatment of syphilis over the other iodides. But other 
physicians have not found the advantages he claim?, and 
its exceedingly deliquescent nature renders it inconvenient 
to use. Upon theoretical grounds, there would be no 
advantage in this salt 

Am. Mk». Times, Vol. IV., No. 10, 



lodidt of Starch was first recommended by Dr. A. 
Buchanan of Glasgow, as a means of administering large 
doses of iodine without irritating the stomach. It is pre- 
pared by rubbing twenty-four parts of etarch powder with 
twenty-four parts of cold distilled water, and to this solu- 
tion one part of iodine in twelve parts of alcohol is added. 
When well mixed it is washed with cold water, thrown on 
a filter, and water added till it runs off quite colorless. It 
is dried witliout heat, and kept in stoppered bottles. A 
soluble iodide of starch bos been made bj moderately rosst- 

■ "' ' t S' 'o'o dextrine, before 

soluble iodide of starch 
thus formed may be made into a syrup, which is of a 
splendid violet-blue color, and contains two and a half per 
.cent of soluble iodide of starch, and about quarter of one 

Eer cent, of iodine. The iodide of starch has been but veiy 
ttle used, although it seems to be much less initating than 
some of the other preparations of iodine. It was at first 
given upon the theory that all the different preparations of 
free iodine united with the starchy material of the food, 
and in the stomach were converted into iodide of stareh ; 
but this theory does not hold good. That the iodine ia 
absorbed has been proved by the presence of iodine in the 
urine within a short time after it has been taken. A color- 
less iodide of starch was presented last year to the French 
Academy of Sciences by M. Duroy, who brings the iodide 
in contact with yeast, and thus deprives it of its color ' in 
this Btato it is very soluble in water, insoluble in alcohol, 
sweet, gummy, ana incapable of crystallization. The addi- 
tion of yeast, then, would have some influence in the detec- 
tion of iodine by starch. 

Tou will remember that, in my lecture on iodide of iron, 
I tfild you tliat I had occasionally seen colored particles of 
iodide of stareh pass with the &ces. You will not often 
see these colored particlee, only in those cases where the 
food is undigested and paaaes rapidly through the intestines, 
for all the secretions of the w>dy have the property of 
depriving the iodide of stardi of its color. The saliva, the 
nasal and pulmonary mucus, the blood and the urine, when 
added to small ouantities of iodide of starch, completely 
deprive it of color ; the same decolorization also takes 
place if applied over an ulcer, and the sweat produces the 
same result These are facts that are readily noticed by 
any observinK person. But, in addition to these, Dalton has 
demonstrated to us that the gastric fluids decolorize the 
iodide of starch almost immediately upon contact with 
them, and that the iodine leaves the starch, enters into 
combination with the organic matter, is absorbed, passes 
throueh the circulation, and is discharged in combination 
with other substances in the urine. It was formerly a uni- 
versal recommendation, it is at present very frequent, to 
administer iodine and its compounds at intervals between 
meals, fearing that it should combine with the starchy mat- 
ters of the food, and thus become insoluble and inert But 
we see by the experiments performed by Dalton that sndi 
directions are entirely unnecessary, as the starch, even if 
given in combination with the iodine, cannot retain it in 
combination in presence of the digestive fluids, unless the 
iodine is in greet excess. The iodine unites, in some pecu- 
liar way, with these organic substances, leaving its combi- 
nation with the starch; and that such union does not take 
place with an alkali presented in the fluids, but owina; to 
some peculiar property of the organic substances themselves. 
ia proved by t^e effect being equally produced by the Bda 
Becretiooa. 

BTDBABOVU lOMDQH, HgiT. 

Pnto-Iodidt of if«miry.^Iodidt of Merairy.—MOd lotUde 
ofMeroury. — Orten lodidt of Mercury. 
Preparatum. — The U. S. Dispensatory directs that one 
ounce of mereuiy and five drachms of iodine be rubbed 
together with a sufficient quantity of alcohol to form a soft 
paste, continuing the tritoraUon until the globules disappear. 
It is then dried with gentle heat, and kept in well stoppered 
boulea in a dark place. The iodide prepared in this man- 
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ner treqaently containe & considerable quftntilj of the 
bioiodide of mercury (the prepor&tion we will next speak 
of), and to remove Uiis, a better method of preparatjoti is 
required. By the following formula this compound may 
bo obtained pare : — Eight parts of mercury are triturated 
in a Doreelain mortar with five parts of iodine, to which a 
few drops of alcohol are added from time to time, and the 
trituration continued until the whole is converted into a 
dark yellowish green powder, end no traces of metallic 
mercury are visible even under a magnifying glasa. The 
operation should be conducted in a moderately dark place, 
or the mortar should be covered with a cloth to exclnde the 
light. Alcohol is now added by degrees, consiantiy tritu- 
rating, until the whole is reduced to a ihin paste, which 
may be thrown upon a filter in a dark place, and wuslied 
with alcohol until the alcohol which passes ceases to give 
a black precipitate or turbidness with Eulpliuret of ammo- 
nium. The whole may now be dried wilh a gentle heat, 
?ut into a closely stoppered bottle, and kept inadark place. 
'ou will observe that this formula is, iu substance, the 
aame as the one above given, excepting that it directs the 
product to be washed with alcohol, which dissolves out 
any biniodide formed, as that sabstance is soluble in alcohol, 
whereM the iodide is insoluble. 

Tbe proto-iodide (or mild iodide) of mercury is a dark 
greenish yellow, tasteless, and odorless powder, insoluble in 
water and aloonol, wholly Tolatilided by heaL Tou will 
observe as I expose it to heat in this test~tube, it first be- 
comes of a reddish color; as tlieheatiscj^titiaued it becomes 
yellow ; the iodine is now passing off, as you see by tbe 
violet-colored vapor, and the crystalline pbites of iodine 
on this cold portjon of tbe tube ; tbe mercury, in metallic 
form, is deposited around the tube lower down. 

HTDRARaTRI lODIOUM RtTBRUM, Hgl. 

Sydraryi/ri Biniodidwa. — Hydrargyri Ptriodidimt. — Red 
Iodide of Jftrewry, Mniodvde of Mercury. 

PreparaHon. — Dissolve five parta of corrosive chloride 
of mercury in 100 parts of water, and add a solution of 
iodide of potaasium, dissolved in len times its weight of 
water, so long as a precipitate forms, taking care that an 
excess is not added. The amount of iodide of potassium 
required will depend upon its purity, but genemlly from six 
to seven pari*. Collect the precipitate upon a filter, wash 
with distilled water, and dry wiui a gentle heat. It must 
be kept in a well-stoppered bottle in a dark place. 

As thus prepared it is a brilliant scarlet powder, without 
taste or odor. As prepared by the Edinburgh process it is 
in orimson acicular crystals. Water dissolves butA mere 
trace of iL Yon see that both tlie powder and crj'stals ore 
soluble in alcohol, in solutions of chloride of sodium, iodide 
of potassium, and mercurial salts, by which means it may 
be separated firom red oxide of lead, cinnabar, and other 
adulterations. Heated in a test-tube you see it becomes 
yellow, fu^ng to a brownish yellow liquid, and now it is 
sublimed in the upper part of tliis tube in a yellow crystal- 
line mass, which as it cO'jIs becomes gradually red. This 
change of color from yellow to red proves iis dimorphous 
character, and is dependent upon its diflerent crystalline 
form. This compound is fi'equently given in combination 
with iodide of potassium, tbe potassium salt being very 
largely in excess; but there is a definite formula for the pre- 
paration of the lodohydrargyraU of Pataasium, which we 
will give before we treat of the therapeutic aclion of thefe 
two last preparations. 

lodohydrargyrafe o/Polatnum. — Dissolve three and a half 
grains of pure iodide of potassium in one ounce of distilleil 
water, to which add four and a half grains of tbe red iodide 
of mei«ury. Tbe dose is from two to five minims, contain- 
ing from the thirtieth to tbe twelfth of a ^n. This com- 
pound was recommended by Dr. Cliaoning in 1834, but 
Bousdorff had investigated its chemical character in 1826, 
and stated tliat it consisted of mercury acting as an acid, 
and iodide of potasaium as a base. Such is not my opinion, 
but I give you the formula. 



Uarsaftht lodidaof MeroiTy. — The mild iodide has been 
largely employed in the treatment of primary syphilia. 
Some have used it in preference to other forms of mercury, 
asserling that it is less liable to produce salivation ; others, 
from ils combination with iodine, that it more quickly 
causes absorption and removal of the syphilitic poison. But 
its most useful application is in the disease above mentioned, 
associated with scrofula. When pure, its action on the sys- 
tem very much resembles calomel, but it requires much 
more care in its administration. Even when freshly pre- 
pared, unless the precautions we mentioned to you are 
observed, it frequently contains more or less of the more 
powerful compound, the red iodide; even if perfectly pure 
when made, if it is subjected to Ughl, or to damp atmo- 
sphere, a change takes place, whereby a portion is decom- 
posed, and red iodide and metaUic mercuiy formed. When 
made into pills and kept for a length of lime, the same 
change frequently lakes place. A change also is produced 
in it jrben combmed with iodide of potasaium. Yon should 
remember, then, in administering this agent that it is very 
liable to cnange, and may easily be converted into the red 
iodide. These two preparations bear much the same rela- 
tions to each other that the two chlorides of mercury do. 
We are therefore enabled lo understand why there baa been 
so much difference of opinion respecting the etTects of this 
mild iodide ; some asserting tha( it is a powerfiil irrilaut 
poison in doses of one or two grains, and others contend- 
ing that it may be safely administered in the sape doses as 
calomeL The former ctoss have undoubtedly used an im- 
pure article, containing red iodide, while the latter have 
used a pure article free from this impurity. If pure, it may 
be safe^ administered in doses from two to ten grains, but 
its exhibition in larpe doses is, in my opinion, seldom 
needed; for, if used, it is for its constitutional, not for its 
purgative effects, and this may be produced by doses of one 
grain better than by doses of ten grains. If tbe constitu- 
tional effects of the Temedy are needed, one grain may be 



as follows: — Mix it with a small quantity of 
finely powdered sugar, place the whole upon the tongue, 
and take a swallow of water. It has been used in the form 
of ointment in skin diseases of a scrofulous character, and 
also as an unction to produce sahvation : but it is Uable to 
the same changes in tbe ointment that J have before men- 
tioned, and therefore should be used with great caution. 

The Red Iodide o/Mereury is much more powerful in its 
action than the proto-iodide, and much resembles the cor- 
rosive chloride of mercury in its effects, Mid is used in the 
same class of diseases. It ia gencraUy administered inter- 
nally in solution of iodide of potassium, and on this account 
is frequently given in cases of strumous syphilis. It has 
been much employed in the form of ointment in obstinate 
skiu diseases, especially in lupua. When the ointment is 
applied to tbe skin, after a few «>pIications it produces a 
feeling of heat nnd smarting wliich lasts for several hours, 
and leaves tlie skin reddened and irritated for some time. 
If the application is continued, the reddened surface is 
covered by a number of minute serous vesicles, which, when 
they dry up, have an epidermic crusL This trcatnient has 
been adopted with much benefit by some of the French phy- 
sicians in acne, and in some of the more ot>Btinate syphilitic 
skin diseases. 

Areenici lodidum, Asli. — Iodide of arsenic is prepared 
by rubbing one part of arsenious acid with four parts of 
iodine to a very fine powder. The mixture is then put into 
a fiask, and gende heat apphed until Uquefaction occurs, and 
then poured out on a porcelain slab. The iodide of arsenic 
is an orange red crystaUine solid, soluble in water, and vola- 
tilized by Ticau l\s principal use is in preparing the iodide. 
of arsenic and mercury. It is not much employed in medi- 
cine, but is occasionally used in obstinate skin diseases, 
both internally and as an external application. 

Liquor Anenid et Hydrargyri lodidi. — SohUion of the 
Iodide of Ar»enic. — Donovan'* Solution.-~'ttike of the iodide 
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ot usenic, red iixlide of mercury, eMh thirtj-flve grninn; 
distilled water bftlf e. pint. Rub the iodidea with batf » 
flaid ouDce of the water, and nbea thej have dissolved, odd 
the remainder of the water, heat to the boiling- point, and 
filter. (U. S.) This solution was introduced to tlie notice of 
the medical profeswoa, by Dr. Donovan of Dublin, in a 
paper in the OubUn Jowiud 0/ Mtdicai Scimca, for Nor. 
1839, tliougb the formula above given is that recommended 
by ProC Proctor. As thus mode, it is of a pale yellow color, 
and styptic taste. 

Thia solution has been mucfa used as an alterative in the 
treatment of many of the obstinate forms of disease of tlie 
skin, as lupua, pityriasis, psoriaeiB, porrigo, impetigo, herpes, 
and lepra, and in both the papular and Ecafy eruptions of 
syphilitic character. The dc«e prescribed by Dr. Donovan is 
from five to twenty drops, three times a day, in water. It is 
incompatible with opium and its alkaloids. Doses of twentv 
minimscontain one twenty-fourth of a grain of arseniousacict. 
about one-twelflh of a grain of deutoiide of mercury, ana 
about one-fourth of a grajo of iodine. In doses of twenty 
mininu it is apt to create gastric disturbance, and if continued 
for many days will produce salivation ; it is therefore better 
to administer it in smaller doses, especially as in many of the 
diseases in which it is used it is Decessary to continue its 
use for some time. In the short time ie» to me I cannot 
dwell too long on any one article; I must therefore refer 
those of you who feel inclined to study this sutyeot more 
deeply to the papers of Dr. Donovan, and that of Dr. I. K 
Taylor, in the Am. Joar. Med. Sdeaca, v. 319. 

Of Uie iodides of gold, iron, lead, manganese, silver, sul- 
phur, and zinc, we have ^ken when treating on these dif- 
lerent metals. 

lo^/orm, CgHI,. — Dissolve two parts of carbonate of 
potash in Qve parts of water, in a long necked flask; 
to this solution add two parts of iodine and two i>arU 
of aloohol ; place the flask in a hot water bath untjl the 
solution is colorless. When cool, the greater part of the 
iodoform crystallizes out, and the yellow scales are collected 
on a filter, washed with water, and dried, by pressing seve- 
ral times between folds of filtering paper. Iodoform forms 
yellow laminated scales, which are soft to the touch, and 
possess an odor resembling chloroform and iodine, orsome- 
thing hke safiron ; it has at first a peculiar sweetish taste, 
whidi soon becomes disagreeably strong of iodine ; it vola- 
tilizes at the ordinary temperature of t£e air. Water dis- 
Bolvee about nJif part It is eoluble in eighty parts of cold 
alcohol, and twelve of boiling alcohol Itissolunle in ether. 

Tbissubstauce has been used as an antiseptic and antimtas- 
matic. " Taken internally it produces all the efiects of iodine, 
without any irritatioD, and has been given in doaes ranging 
from one to seven grains. It haa likewise been employed 
with asserted beneficial efiect aa an inhalation in diseases 
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We have seen how formidable are tlie consequences 
which may follow the use of vaccine lymph that is 
unhealthy, or that has uqdergone a proc^ of putrefactive 
decomposition ; the pcpgresa of our investigation will show 
that disturbances of a very similar character may occur, 
even though the lymph be of the most unexceptionable 
nature. It is well known that the inflammatory process is 
often affected by various atmospheric influences; there are 
epidemic seasons in the course of which no wound, bow- 



ever sKg-ht, can be indnced to heaJ kindly ; and it has been 
remarked that in certain conditions of the ejstem, oondi- 
tions which may be either congenital or accidental, inflam- 
mations are prone to become asthenic and uncontrollable. 
If, under such condition?, the simplest incision with a clean 
instrument will not heal without extensive suppuration, or 
evfn sloughing, what may we not reasonabiy antidpate aa 
the consequence of a poisoned wound? In his teamed 
essay on the variola) vaccines:, Mr. Cieely stated (ThiTW. 0/ 
the Provinc Med. and Siirff. Soe., vol. vui., p. 345) that he 
had often observed the irritahU vetide produced by the ac- 
tion of vaccine virus " in strumous or erysipelatous habits^ 
with light and fair complexions, thin and florid irritable 
skins, and a flimsy cuticle incapable of concealing the net- 
work of plethoric capillaries beneath, and wiiere the small- 
est puncture produces a torrent of blood, and the mildett 
lymph proves a destructive poison." It was, probably, in 
ConstitntiooH of this class that the unfortunate results oc- 
curred which were described by Dr. Tandervoort in tlw 
iV. T. Journal o/Uedinne (1846, p. 11), and by Mr. Dendy 
(iancei, 1837-8, vol. iL, p. 162) at a meeting of the Lon- 
don Medical Society. Mr. D. afiirmed that he had seen 
three cases in which death followed the inflammatory ao- 
tion resulting from vaccination. Two of these cases had 
been vaccinated by a Dr. Walker ; and, having seen several 
of that gentieman's patients "with the blood flowing in » 
perfect stream from &e arm after vaocinationj" and Mvine 
remarked that an '' erythematous inflammation" often fof 
lowed in such cases, Mr. D. was of the opinion that when 
^ood pr. Walker was pressed for time he was apt to vao- 
cinate " most slovenly 1" Dr. Vandervoort's patient wu ■ 
child, of an apparently healthy constitution, which had 
been vaccinated three or four days previously, with a view 
to arrest the whooping-cough. Bsmorrbage bad occurred at 
the point of vaccination, and was much increased during 
the paro}:ysms of coughing. This continued for three 
weeks, and the child died in a state of perfect anasmia. 

Referring to his experimenU with vaccine lymph remov- 
ed from the cow, Mr. Ceely continues (p. 349) ; — " It too 
often hi^pens, especially in sulyecta with thin and vascular 
skins, that the vesicles burst, or are easily broken, during 
the height or about the decline of the areola ; and if the sub- 

C It be of a strumous or erysipelatous diatJieds, of full 
bit, and possess an irritable skin, secondary inflammation 
is set up and becomes more diffused and deeper seated, the 
corium is destroyed completelv, and a slough of the sub- 
jacent tissue is soon manifest; the surrounding integuments 
are deeply indurated, often a multitude of ecthymatous 
pustules are formed on the cn]ar^;ed p^illn and on other 
parts of the skin, and abscesses m the cellular membrane 
and axillary^ glands ensue, causing proportional constitu- 
tional irritation." He adds (p. 416): "Spontaneous burst- 
ing did not often occur, excepting in those subjects possess- 
ing the before mentioned and well known obnoxious oon- 
stitutionsl and dermic characteristics, upon tvhom tos mtiif 
ahoat/t lue aetivt lymph with lome riak." 

As the result of his studies, Mr. Ceely maintune that 
persons with a thick, smooth, clear skm, and a dark, 
healthy complexion, present vaccine vesicles which are 
least Uable to eccidentnl rupture, and are, consequently, 
less exposed to the risk of aecondai^ inflammation.* 

That pecuHar atmospheric conditions have a tendencr to 
provoke the occurrence of erysipelas is wdl illustrated by 
tlie Brst four observations recorded in the accompanying 
table, Yacoination was only the exdting cause of an un- 
healthy inflnmmation, to which every individual waa, for 
the time being, predisposed, Mr. Chartres found this pre- 
disposition so strongly marked among the soldiers of the 
regiment to which ne was attached that it became neces- 
sary to avoid every surgical operation, and even the punish- 
ment of Bogging was suspended, on account of the ery- 
wpelatouB inflammation which occurred wbenever the 
anrfaoe was injured. ^_^ 
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Of the ctses recorded in this table, the greater numbCT 
were diildren; of the dz adults, two were between mxtj 
and seveoty years of age, ooe was described as " an old 
man," one was thirty, one -was twenty-flTe, the siitth was 
eighteen years old. Of the seven children whose ages 
.were mentJoned, two were six months old* two were five 
months, one was seven weeks, one was five weeks, one 
was three weeks. The other cases were all young chil- 
dren. Seven cases proved fatal, being attacked with ery- 
Hpelas on the ninth day in three instances, on the tenth 
day in one, on the eighth day in one, on the seventh day 
(preceded by pun and inflammation from the second day) 
in one, and in one case the time of the attack was not 
specified. Of the sixteen cases in which the date of the 
erynpelatous invasion was noticed, it occurred the second 
.dKy after vaccination in two cases, the third day in two, the 
fourth day in two, the seventh day in one, the eighth day 
' 1 one, the ninth day in four, the tenth day in two, the 



pock Institution in the month of November, 1807, mani- 
lested a tendency to ulceration of the pustule after the 
seventh or eighth day. Dr. Doepp, physician to the Chil- 
dren's Hospital at St Pelersburgh, remarked (Lancet, 
1836-7, vol, i,, p. 851) that in a majority of the children 
who developed erysipelas after vaccination, the disease did 
not appear till the eighth, ninth, or tenth day, at which 
time, it will be remembered, tlie inflammatory process has 
reached the pyc^^ic stage, and seems most liable to 
unhealliiy exacerbation. Of the twelve observalionB in 
which the season of the year was mentioned, two were 
made during the month of January, one in March, two in 
May, one in June, one in September, two in October, one 
in November ; the cases observed by the Boston physicians 
occurred during the months of winter and spring; Dr, 
Gardner's case occntred in the autumn or winter ; so that, 
excluding Ur. Evans' cases, which happened during the 
prevalence of a coM nerth-esst wind in the month of May, 
only three un&vorably complicated cases were observed 
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durinc the warmer h^ of the yL__. 

A further consideration of tins table indicates the impro- 
bability of the communication of erysipelas through the 
medium of vaccine l^ph. Dr. Bigelow successfully vao- 
cinat«d a number of^ persons with eighth day lymph ft^m 
the arm of a child who, the next day, was attacked with 
eryspelae, which soon destroyed its life. Dr. Buck experi- 
enced no bad result from the use of lymph taken from the 
arm of a child who was afterwards attacked with erysipelas 
on the uxtcenth day after vaccination. Dr. Homans was 
equally successful with lymph taken only two days before 
the appearance of eiysipelt^ ; and still more remarkable 
was the experience of Dr. MaddocV, who successfully vac- 
dnaCed two children with ninth day lymph from a vesicle 
upon the right arm of a child who at tbat very moment 
was developing erysipelas at a point of vaccination upon 
its left arm. It is^ however, worthy of note, in this con- 
nexion, that Dr. J. L. Smith, of this city (Am. Med. IHma, 
vol ii., p. 401), has seen erysipelas occur in children who 
had been vaccinated with a scab which was formed upon a 
vaccine veucle that had " passed through the usual stages, 
and presented the usual appearances," upon the arm of a 
child who Bufiered with diphlheritic inflammation ot the 
throat during the course of the vaccine disease to which 
die was subjected Two of these children presented symp- 
toms of erysipelas within twenty-four hours after vaccina- 
tion, bnt as the other cases were not attacked before the 
seventh day, it still remains a question whether the occur- 
rence of the <£sease depended upon the character of the 
lymph which was employed, or wliether it was exceed by 
other causes more occult in their nature. 

The age of the patient is a condition which exercises a 
oertain aegree of influence over the development of ery- 
sipelas after vaccination. Dr. Doepp found that the n-imher 
Of cases of poet-vaccine eryalpelasin the Children's Hospital 
was ooD^dwably dimmiabed by d«ferriag tba time of vac- 



cination from the seventh or eighth day after birth tM the 
fourteenth day. A paper, contnbuted by Dr. Deslandes to 
the pages of ue Am. Medical Timtt (vol. iii, p. 825), indi- 
cates a similar experience on the part of members of the 
Soci^t^ Medicals des H6pitaux de Pari 



The results in such cases are usually in propOTtion to tha 
injury, and in accordance with the constitution of the 

sufferer. 

It has also been thought that the practice of making 
numerous punctures in vaccination has a tendency to pro- 
duce excessive inflammation of the parts. Mr. Rees (Linicel, 
1837, vol. i., p. 116) declared that he had seen" four intkntt 
destroyed hy sloughing produced" in this manner; and at 
a recent meeting of the Obstetrical Society of London 
(Britixh Med. Jtmm., Dec. 6th, 1860, p, 986) Mr. Druitt 
exhibited two colored drawings, showing the effects of vac- 
cination by Bcratehing all over with ivory points a suiftoa 
measuring one inch by three quarters : mis whole sur&oe 
had sloughed, leaving an enormous dcatrix. M. Legrouz 
(Am. Med. Times, vol iu., p. 326) finds that since he hoa 
made " only one puncture in each arm, he has never seen 
any accident which might be imputed to vaccinatJon." 

There has been much discussion regarding the degene- 
racy of vaccine virus. Some tcachera maintain that it 
loses much of its protective power by transmisaion through 
a long series of individuals, while others claim that virus 
which has been traced in its course from person to person 
for a period of sixty years, is now as efficacious as when 
it was first employed. This is a question which cannot 
very easily be determined ; bnt it is certain that the dis- 
turbances, produced by the use of a vims which has been 
newly derived from the cow, are generally much more 
marked than the effects which follow the use of a more 
perfectly hvmatated lymph. TaccinatJon was first prac- 
tised in Hanover, a.d. 1799, by Mr. Stromeyer, with vac- 
cine virus which had been sent from London by Dr. Peareon, 
and also with virus sent from Gloucester by Dr. Jenner. 
Stromeyer recorded his experience (Med. and Phys. Joam., 
voL iii., p, 471) in the following language : — " The London 
matter produces, frequently, an eruption of small pim^s, 
but they disappear within a day or two at furthest, xho 
Gloucester matter has never produced this eflect here, but 
it frequently occamoned ulcerations of the inoculated part, 
of a tedious and long duration, which the former matter 
never did." From the writings of Dr. Jenner, we learn 
that the lymph which he was then accustomed to distribute 
was fresh lymph — often not more than three or four 
removes from the cow — because, residing at that time in a 
small country town, he found it difficult to preserve a sup- 
ply of lymph without resorting to the cow. Drs, Wood- 
ville and Pearson, in their pubUcations on the subject of 
vaccination, both testified to the diminished severity of 
inflammatery symptoms iu proportion as the exciting cause 
became by successive transmissions removed from ite origi- 
nal source. Mr. Estlin's eiperimente with new vaccme 
lymph (Med. Oaxette, New Series, vol. iiL, pp. 115, 709), 
3now that the use of such virus produces more constitu- 
tional disturbance, deeper ulceration of the pustules, more 
extended inflammation — even in several cases producing 
axillary abaceses — and more general cutaneous affections 
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thui ooctus after the emploympnt or ordicmry viru^. The 
obBOmtioiu of Mr. Ceeiey {Traju. of Provine. Med. and 
Sitrg. Soeitiy, voL viii.) are to the same effect He goes so 
ftr (p. 360) *a to recommend a course of treatment pre- 
Sminar^ to the vacdnatioa of persona of an objectionable 
diatfaesLi — a conrae simiUr to Uiat in vogue with the small- 

Cix inoculaton of former days — '' for, be adds, " it is a 
nr time b^ore some individiutii can be safely vaccinated 
wito ■' ■ ■ ■ ■■ ' 



The practical conclusions wliici) may be drawn from the 
preceding obserrationa are bo apparent that they scarcely' 
need a formal statemenL That the lymph used in vaccina- 
tion mnst be pure and in a state of perfect preservation, 
may be considered self-evident. The scab should never be 
lued when liquid lymph can be procured from perfect vesi- 
cles in vhidi the stage of pyogenic inSammation has not 
been reached, for (he oomposition of every scab is, neoes- 
■arily, more or leas affected by the processea of pyogeneais. 
The Bubjecta from whom lymph is aerived, must be healtliy 
and free from syphilitic bunt. The virus should be used 
when fresh from the generative veaicle, or, if that be impos- 
uble, it must be preserved in such a manner that heat and 
mcMsture can have no effect upon its organization. If a 
virus thus elaborated be introduced into the circulation of a 
healthy individual, sufficiently advanced in age, during ealu- 
ImouB weather, at a season when epidemic influences are 
unknown, the vaccine disease may be expected to ^aas 
through ita normal oourae, occasioning no great consutu- 
Uonal or loc&l disturbance : when sucli disturbances do 
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Thb motive to report this case, is not so much on account 
of the character, extent, at termiuation of the disease, as the 
unusual anatomical connexion which existed between the 
qileen and stomach. 

The patient, T S., aged twenty, had, for (he last three 
Tears, Men engaged in literary pursuits; was highly intel- 
ligent, and uncommonly active. His habits were strictly 
temperate; countenance animated and florid; and though 
frail in form, he was in the possession of uniformly good 
health, with the exception of a slight chronic diarrhceB, 
dating from a mild typhoid fever, two years previous. For 
■ few weeks previous to his death, he had not exhibited 
his usual vivacity, which was, however, oscribed to the 
undue mental labor his duties as teacher imposed. 

On Tuesday, Jan. 26th, I wsa called to see him. About 
eighteen hours previous, he had been engaged in violent 
atbletio exerdse, and soon thereafler vomited blood freely, 
and again within the hour. He was then removed to his 
home, and all the blood afterwards vomited corefuDy pre- 
served. Appropriate means were employed to arreat {he 
h«morrhage : a horizontal position, external warmth ice to 
mitigate the excessive tbirat and the exhibition of gaUic 
Mid, and other remedies. All, however, seemed unavailing 
to control the attacks, which regularly returned about every 
Moond hour, and without any previous sickness at the 
■tomach. Instantly be would turn his head to one side 
(for from the first he was prostrate and unable to rise or 
converse), and then would flow from the mouth, and with- 
out mudu effort, from a pint to a pint and a half of 
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unmixed florid blood. Nearly eighteen hours after the 
attack I was called, vomiting having occurred seven or eight 
liw.ef. I found him but partially conadous of objeota; no 
radial, and but slight axillary pulsation ; and presenting 
the appearance of one from whom life has just departed 
In turning hinr to inspect the chest and abdomen, be again. 
vomited neatly one pint of florid blood. The physical 
examination revealed, simply, sn enlarged apleen. As he 
swallowed readily, thirty minima spts. terebinth were 
ordered, in a solution of starch, every half hour, and until 
taken five times. In tlie interim vomiting recurred once, 
and ceased altt^^ther : and, as waa supposed, from the sup- 
ply failing, and not koia the agencies employed to arrest it. 
An enema, containing tannic acid, was ordered to prevent 
further exhaustion from evacuation of the bowels. After a 
few hours a very feeble pulsation returned to the wrist ; ha 
speared to comprehend circumstances, but manifested no 
desire, except for drinks, as his thirst was intolerable. He 
continued in this semi-lifeless condition from Thursday to 
Sunday af\emooa ; with the lower limbs apparently desti* 
tute of circulation, and cold except from external warmth: 
the pulse at the wrist at times scarcely perceptible; and 
except when tormented by thirst, presenting more the 
appearance of the cadaver than the living sutyect. On the 
evening of Sunday, the bowels were suddenly and copiously 
evacuated, and the motion was repeated wi^iin twenty 
minutes without the apparent consciouanesa of the patient. 
The evacuations consisted almost entirely of coagulated 
Uood Between two and three hours from the first evacua- 
tion, the patient looking anxiously towards a wash-bowl, 
it waa passed, and he vomited nearly a pint and a half 
of pure florid blood, and shortly expired, 

I ought to have stated that afler the cessation of vomit- 
ing, the serous portion waa nearly all poured from the 
vesael in which the separate quantities of blood had been 
preeerved(exceptHt the two times which occurred before he 
was taken to his home), and the remaining portion of blood 
carefully measured, amounting to nmt pir^ and i J iv. 

An autopsy was held twelve hours subsequently. The 
head was not opened. The lungs normal. The heart, in 
uie, consistenoe, and aspect, natural. Its right side empty : 
the left ventricle oonl«ning nearly 3iv. of material resem- 
bling finely comminuted coffee grounda. The ascending 
aorta normal, but its descending portion near the dia- 
phragm began gradually to expand ; so that near the 
splemc artery ite diameter was at least one-lburth greater 
than at the superior thoracic portion. The aorta, throughout 
its whole extent, but eapeciolly the portion between the 
diaphragm and splenic artery, was soitened. It could be 
torn by the fingers, but under the mieroscope presented no 
atheromattius deposit. The inlertiues, except the lower 
third of the duodenum, whidi was too much softened 
to admit removal, were healthy. The bladder exhibited 
its usual appearance : also the right kidney ; the left simply 
hypertrophied, otherwise norm^. The fiver bilobed, and 
BO completely cirrbosed, that within, or on ita surface, not 
three lineeof'^DOrma] structure anywhere were seen between 
its nodules. The circulation thronghout the liver appears 
to have been nearly obstructed: and still Ihegall-biadderwaa 
filled with apparently healthy bile. This viscus was less than 
tlie natural siae ; its weight three pounds and seven ounces. 
The.eplenia artery so dilated that the thumb is readily 
admitted. One-fourth ita length, fitim its distribution, it 
eent a branch to an exact duplicate spleen, about the 
»se of the healthy organ, which was su^nded from the 
upper and lai«er spleen by membrane, as the liver is sus- 
pended from the diaphragm. The weight of the superior 
spleen was fiHy-eight ounces; healthy in appearance, and 
sending, in the place of the usual dbtribution, two pvallel 
vessels to the stomach, each with a diameter equal to the 
enlaf^ed splenic artery, and readily admitting the thumb, 
and apparently penetrating the coat^ of the stomach. 
These vessels were so softened that a dissection of them 
could not be made ; but on cmening the stomach (which in 
all reqteota appeared healthy) opp^aiU tbe coDiMxioB of 
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thes« vessels wilb that organ, its mucous and a portion of 
its muscular ooate were ruptured, which on being washed 
exhibited torn muscuUr fibre, for more tbim one inch in 
exteot. M)d eoCirely between the conncslou of these vessels 
with the sUiinach; its peritoneal coat wie entire. 

These were the conditioas s careful diaaeation presented. 
'The case furnishes points of remurtcable interest. 1st, Dur- 
ing life the liyer presented no evidence of dlaeased struc- 
ture or function ; 2d, Softening of* portion of the arterial 
rim, without observable fatty degeneration ; 3d. Tliough 
spleen varies very much in form and size, I have not 
noticed any record oi' absolutely duplicate spleen ; and 4lh, 
The vwj unu8ual.(and as far as my knowledge extends) 
unknown fact of two immense vessels in pUce of (Le vasa 

There are other points of perh^is minor interest. During 
the autopsy, no blood, and scarcely anv licjuid ws3 
observed. The blood previously lost, and which must 
have represented nearly the amount of ciroulatiog fluid at 
any one time, could not have been less than thirteen 
pounds, including that portion discharged subsequently 
nvm the bowels. The patient weighed 126 pounds. 

The question arises, Wh/ (his regularity in vomiting ? 
and whence the blood ? If from the two veasels mentioned, 
actjng as conduits, what was their distribution relative to the 
different coats of the stomach, and the anatomical condition 
of their extremities previous to the fatal attack ? And in 
what con^ted the munediate ledon leading to the fatal 
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MAtrnniB of the bue of ihk skull. 
L— Mike Walk, mt. 30^ Ireland, laborer, admitted July 
13, 1861. (Dr. Peters, attending surgeon.) Patient was 
brought into the hos>pit«], having received his injuries 
in an unknown manner. He was insensible, pupils con- 
tracted; there was stertorous breathing, and niemorrhage 
from the ear. All attempts to brino; on reaction proved 
unaucceBsfiil, and four hours after admission he diea. No 
autopsy was permitted by the coroner. 

IL — Ellen Hicke^, klSO, Ireland, admitted July IS 1861. 
(Dr. Peters, atteoduig surgeoa) Patient fell out of a fourth 
story window, sod was immediately brought U> the hospi- 
tal SymptojTtt. — Profound stupor, stertorous breathing, 
surface cold, pulseless at the wrist, bleeding from the left 
ear. On examination an extensive fracture of the skull, 
involving the frontal, temporal parietal, and occipital bones, 
and probably extending to the base, was found. Patient 
continued in this condition without rnllybgfor about twen- 
ty-four hours, when she died. No autopsy was allowed. 

UL — Bridget McCarthy, bbL 50, IrelMio, widow, admit- 
ted Aug. 1, 1861. (Dr. Parker, attending surgeon.) Pa- 
tient fell down HtaiiB, sustaining a compound fracture of the 
left radius near its lower extremiiy : wound smalt, and on 
inner side of bone. She was also aunering from concussion, 
and bsemorrhsge from the right ear. Patient rallied oiler the 
injury. There was alight ooising of blood from the ear for 
three or four days, whicli gradually gave place te a thin, 
yellowish fluid. This discharge was for the first ten days 
quite free, amounting to from J ss. to S j- per diem, as near 
as could De judged. About ten days after, tne muscles of the 
right side of the dee became paralysed, the tongue in pro- 
trusion being drawn to the opposite aide. Patient com- 
plained of but little paia in the head ; the bearing of the 



right ear wns destroyed. Tlic fracture of the radius was 
treated in tlic usual manner; and although there was con- 
siderable suppuration about the wound, yet it did well, and 
patient woe discharged seven weeks alter the accident, 
union being pretty firm. The paraly^s of face continued, 
lliis riaiient was seen three months after the injury- she 
complained of dizziness and pain in the head ; she had suf- 
fered from tills ever since her discharge. 

Remarks. — The above case presented alt thesymptomsof 
fracture of the base of the skull : 1, The bleeding from the 
ear at time of injury. This of course by itself cannot be 
considered as a sign of much importance, but, when follow- 
ed by 2. A discharge of a tliin, watery fluid, it is consi- 
dered by authors as pathognomonic of this kind of fracture, 
and these, when assodated with paralysis of the fiith pair 
of nerves, seem (o me conclusive evidences of fracture 
involving the petrous portion -of the temporal bone. This 
is the only case of recovery which has occurred during 
a long period, in which the tuemorrhage from the ear 
gave place to a serous discharge. Bobert states that all 
, cases in which this symptom is present, " invariably 
terminate fatally." Erichsen, however, states that he has 
seen several cases recover in whi^ this symptom was pre- 
sent — one a patient Gfly-eight years of age- 

ons-BBOT WOUNDS or Tax hbad. 
L— A boy. (et. 17, admitted Nov. 10. 1861 (Dr. Wat- 
son), was snot by a pistol loaded with slugs, contents 
entering face and head, the assailant about six feet distant 
Seen about one hour after, not suffering markedly from 
shock. A wound found tiie size of a three-cent-piec« 
situated an inch above the external canthus of right eye ; 
another about same size a little to the right of the median 
line in forehead ; two others in the face. Symptoms of 
compression supervened twenty-four hours after. Water 
dressings had been the treatment up to this lime : the first 
wound was then enlarged, also the fracture of ^e bones by 
the rongeur, and slug removed where it was pressing on the 
dura mater. The second ball was found to have penetrated 
the brain, and was not followed Symptoms were only alle- 
viated for a time, and the patient died seven days after in a 
comatose condition. Post-mortem showed considerable 
encephalitis, and a slug buried in an abscess of the middle 
lobe of the left side ; effusion in ventricles considerable ; 
other organs healthy. 

IL~A man, nL 21, was admitted on the 6lh of April 
(Dr. Markoe). While sittio^ at a table waa shot by an 
assailant, who stood about six feet from him. One noar 
afler there was no shock, and pulse was a little frequent. 
The wound, contused and of the size of a pea, wsein frontal 
region, two inches from inner canthus of right eye,'in a 
direction immediately upwards. The ball was found flat- 
tened against the bone, and as large as a sixpence ; it was 
removed, and water dnnsings applied: no fracture detected. 
On the next day had a alight attackof erysipelas of the fiue, 
which lasted for three days; in other respecte did well; aap- 
purotion moderate ; pulse ranged from &i to 76. Four days - 
ofler b^an te complain of pain in his head, snpra-orbital. 
Pain diaaweared in three days, he having been ciwped and 
j>urged. Pulse from (H to 72. Ten days tttet had a ^igbt 
chiU; two more on the next day, and pulse ran up to IM; 
nq pain in the head; cough appeared eleven daya afler ad- 
mission ; chills continued once or twice in twenty-four hoars; 
takes quinine and stimulants ; pulse about 120. These dulls 
inaugurated pneumonia. Patient's strength failed him; intttl~ 
lect was unobecured within a few hours of death. Died on 
the nineteenth day. Post-mortem showed a Assured frac- 
ture about one and three-quarters inch in length. A slight 
septum of healthy brun substance intervened between 
external wound and an abscess containing 3 y. of pua. Ho 
communication between fracture and ahsoesa. Dura mater 
al that point disorgonlEed ; no other leeion of bmo. Both 
lungs were indamed. 

UI.— A man, st. 21, Ireland, admitted Jan. I, 1862 
(Dr. Wataon), was shot by ft piMol in the Iwoda ift mi 
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unilant, supposed to have beeo eight or ten feet distant 
Ab found three -qaartera of an liour after, yns semi-con- 
sdous, surface cool ; pupils sluggish and equal ; pulse hurtied 
And weak. There was a lacerated wound on superciliary 
ridge about two inches from median line ; eye closed, e;e- 
bail iutact, lid cedematous ; a minute opening also found 



6th, when convulsions occurred ; puke became accelerated, 
having been about 60 from morning after injury; skin hot; 
was freely purged Irom the beginning; h3.d no hemiplegia; 
coma became more profound, and he died. 

Pott-Morttm. — Purulent matter beneath external open- 
ing in Rbres of temporal muscle; small slags; fracture of 
frontal bone just beneath the wound circular, and about 
one-eighth of an inch in diameter; considerable meningitis 
And eDCephalitis ; a cavity ib anterior lobe of right hemi- 
sphere, about one and a quarter inch in depth, irregular 
edges, free from purulent matter or false membrane ; clot 
of bk)od in each hteral ventricle ; small slug in <ierebral 
substance just above right lateral ventricle. Other organs 
healthy. 
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Fbop. Pocrr atatea^ that in order to demonstrate the tmth of 
my fifth proposition, " it would be necessary to present a 
series of preparations taken from patienta who had survived 
intra-capsutarfiractures for variable but known periods, ante- 
cedent to union, and to show that there was a progressive 
shortening of the neck before the occurrence of union." It 
appears to me that it would be almost impossible to obtain 
such a series of preparations, since they must be procured 
immediately alUr umon, else Prof. Poet would claim tbat 
this Bhorl«ning of the neck by absorption did not occur 
till after the fragments were united. They cannot be ob- 
tained till after too death of the patient, and it will seldom 
hi^psn that a ^tient, whose vital powers are sufficient to 
secure bony onion of a fracture of the femur, will die imme- 
diately after union has occurred. Agun, if it were possible 
to procure such a series of preparsiions, they would not be 
likely to iUustrate " a progressive absorption of the neck," 
Binc« the whole of the neck is, in some cases, removed in a 
few weeks or months, wliile in other cases as many years 
wtQ elapse with a porUon of the neck still remMning. 
The following extract from Mr. Howship's report of " cases 
of fracture <B the neck of the femur,"' will exhibit this ftct: 
" 1. Atte seventy-si*, hved three weeks after the fracture, 
neck shortened naif an inch, no union. 2. Age seventy- 
five, hved two months after the fracture, neck shortened 
three-quarters of an inch, alight fibrous union. 3. Age 
, seventy-eight, hved five months after the fracture, neck still 
undeivoing absorption. 4. Age sixty-six, lived five months 
after tbs fivcture, the neck completely removed by absorp- 
tion; firm fibrous nnion. 6. Age seventy-nine, lived ten 
months after the fracture, neck neariy absorbed, with no 
atten^t at union. 8. Age seventy-nine, hved twenty-two 
months after the fracture, neck entirely gone, no union. 7. 
Age sevwW, hved eight years after the fracture, neck nearly 
absorbed, bin fibrous union. 8. Age fifty, lived fourteen 
yean after the fi-acture, neck about half removed by absorp- 
tion, the fragments not united." 
In Ihs last ease the patient was not is aid by many years 
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as either of the patients mentioned in the preceding cases, 
and this fact would suggest B more abundant nutntion of 
the fragments, which accounts, to a great degree, ft>r the 
slower progress of their absorption. Since the last iheeting 
of the Section I received a letter from Dr. Asa Horr, of 
Dubuque, lows, informing me that he had lately obtaioea a . 
specimen of fracture of the neck of the femur. He gave a 
brief history of the case, with a description of thesftedmen, 
and said, that, if I should "reeard the specimen as of any 
value to science," he would forward it to me on receipt of 
my reply. Through his kindness T am enabled to exhibit 
the specimen this evening. It is from a patient fifty-eight 
years of age, whu died a little more than a year after the 
occurrence oi'the fracture. The fragments were not united. 
I have macerated the specimen, and you will observe thaV , 
all of that portion of the neck attJiched to the head of the " 
bone has been removed by absorption, while a portion of 
the neck, about half an inch in length, still remains attecbed 
to the shaft. The specimen is interesting as a further illus- 
tration of the fact, that absorption after fracture of the 
neck does not proceed with any regularity, a given dis- 
tance in a given length of time, but generally progresses with 
greatest rapidity in patients who suffer from this fracture 
at an advanced period of life, when the elements of mjtri- 
tion are very imperfectly supphed. 

It appears to me that the opinion of Prof. Post that " the 
union takes place in the first instance, and that the inter- 
stitial absorption is a subsequent event," is one which nece»- 
sarily involves the disastioua consequence of disunion of the 
fragments, as one of the first results of such absorption ; 
since parts newly formed are more readily attacked by 
absoiptjon than those of longer standing; and we roust 
therefore expect that the caflus by which the fragments 
were united will be first attacked, and tbat its absorption 
will result in disunion, long before the whole of the neck 
shall have been removed. The following is interesting as 
an illustration of this point. " The callus is subject to tofl- 
enmg, disintegration, and absorption, if not also to the 
fatty degeneration. . . . Occa^onally toe absorption can be 
distinctly traced to the inordinate use of mercury, carried 
to profuse salivation; or it may be owing to a syphilitic 
taint of the system, especially when this affection has 
reached its third stage, in which the bones andperiosteum 
are so constantly, and often so seriously involved. But the 
most common cause, perhaps, of all, is an imijoverished and 
diseased state of the blood, from the use ot improper food, 
and especially from the want of a suffident quantity of ft^ah 
vegetehles and subacid fruits. The influence of ill health 
arising from t'li't cause upon the condition of the callus, was 
strikingly exemplified in Lord Anson's voyage to the PaciSo 
Ocean, in which many of the crew suffered severely ftom 
scurvy. Itwasnoticed thatthose whohad formerlyhadfrao- 
tures were attacked with absorption of the callus, speedily 
terminating in disunion of the ends of the broken bone. 
Oicatrices, whether the result of the healing of wounds or 
of ulcers, experienced a similar fiite, the parts breaking out 
into open sores, remarkably pale, languid, fiabby, and diffi- 
cult of cure. Similar efiecte are occasionally observed to 
follow attacks of typhoid fever and aniemic states of the 
system, however engendered,"* 

Prof. Post fiirther states: — " The Mxth proportion seems 
to me to involve errors, or at least unsustained hypotheses, 
more glaring than that which is objected to in the fifth pro- 
potdtion. The language whida is employed by Dr. Smith in 
the sixth prnpodtioo, seems to 'convey the idea that the 
main obstacle to bony union in intra-eapsular fracture is to 
be found in the -condition of the fragment connected with 
the shaft of the bone, and that when the portion of the 
neck between the fractore and the ^aft has been absorbed, 
[he obstacle to bony union is thus removed." I confess 
that I am unable to see how the above inference can MAy 
be drawn from the laaguage nsed. The following is die 
sixth proposition: — Under fevorable circumstances fractures 
of the neck of the femur, external to the capsule, unite rea- 
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dity by bone; so also do fractures which ere partly within 
■nd psrllj without the capsnle, and it is highly probable 
that fractures within the capsule, which are followed by 
absorption, are sometimes united by bone, after (he process 
of ahoorption has reached a point eitemal to the notmal 
capsule where bony material is supplied: but this, if !t ever 
does occur, can never be proren; for if the line of union 
be partly without the normal capsule, it is impossible to 
determine that the fracture was entirely within it, and we 
can never be positive that bony union of intra-capsular 
fracture has occurred, untJ! a specimen is presented in 
which the line of union is found to be entirely included by 
the normal capsule. 

It is well known that bony union is of frequent occur- 
rence in fractures external to the capsular li^ment; but it 
appears to me that we are yet without positive proof that 
bony union has ever taken place entirely within the normal 
e^ule. Numerous specimens have been exhibited as 
illustrations of such union, but in thegreat majority of these 
specimens the tine of union is fomid to be within the capsule 
on tite anterior surface of the neck, and external to the 
capsule on its posterior surface, with a portion of the neck 
still remaining attached to the shaft. Prof Mussey's cases 
are examples of this kind, and Frof Parker's specimens illus- 
trate the same point. These specimens represent, without 
doubt, one or the other of two conditions ; there has been 
either bony union of a fracture partly within and partly 
whhont the capsule, in which the shorteninK was mainly at 
the expense of the mtgment attached to the nead ; or, bony 
union of the fracture which occurred entirely within tlie 
capsnle, in which a union did not take place until absorp- 
tion had reached a point which was externa! to the inser- 
tion of the capsule on the posterior surface of the neck ; and 
it is impossible to determine the class to which either of the 
given specimens may belong. The posterior insertion of the 
capsule ie usually near the middle of the neck, and a trans- 
verse fracture a Utile external to this point will be within 
the capsule on (he anterior surface of the neck, and witiiout 
the capsule on its posterior surface. It is plainly indicated 
in the sixth proposition that such a fi-acture is, under favor- 
able circumstances, sometimes united by bone; also that 
a fractnre at any point between this line and the shaft of 
the bone is nnitea in like manner, and we are at a loss, 
therefore, to determine how it is that, " The language which 
ii employed in the sixth proposition seems to convey the 
idea mat the main obstacle to liony union in intra-^Apsular 
frmctnre is to be found in the condition of the fragment con- 
nected with the shaft of the bone, and that when the por- 
tion of the neck between the fracture and the shaft has been 
absorbed, the obstacle to bony union is thus removed." 

Prof. Post states ; " X conceive the principal obstacles to 
bony union in intra-capsulnr fractures to be found in the 
condition of the fragment connected with the head, which 
living no supply of blood-vessels except those wbich are 
conveyed to it by the ligamentom teres, does not receive 
sufficient nourishment to secure its union by bona with the 
other fragment" 

Many reasons have been given for the constant failure of 
bony union within the capsule, but it appears to roe that 
none have been given which are altogether satisfactory. 
It is true that there is a want of due nutrition of the frag- 
ments in patients who meet with this fracture at an ad- 
vanced penod of life ; but we find the same failure to unite 
within tiie capsule, if a satient is the subject of this frac- 
ture- in yon^ <w middle age. In old age the function of 
nutrition is but imperfectly performed, and the weight of 
the body Is, in consequence, gradually diminished by ab- 
sorption, each ot the different tissues being more or lees 
affected by the slow decay; and it has been noticed that, 
for some reason which has not yet been fbtly explained, 
the neck of the femur is more seriously affected b^ this 
process than other parts of the skeleton. In this fact 
we see the reason why a fracture of the neck of tbo 
femur whiiA is the result of a severe injnry, and is of 
tbo rarest occurreooe in youth, is &«qiMnily met with in 
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old age, and often as the result of a most trivial injury. 
This atrophy or absorplion of the neck is then the excit- 
ing cause of the fracture, and its progress after the frac- 
ture is seldom, if ever, arrested until a great part or even 
the whole of the neck has been removed. Malgaigne 
holds that the destructive absorption of the neck, which 
follows a fracture within the capsule^ is incompatible with 
bony union. After a careful examination of^lhe reports 
of post-mortem examinations of fractures within the cap- 
sule, it appears to me that the materials provided by nature 
for the uniting callus in this situation are in many cases 
entirely removed by abBOrT.tion, leaving no appearance of 
an attempt at union ; and that in those cases in wbich the 
callus is not thus removed, it is arrested in its development, 
forming in some Instaoces a kind of semi-cartilaginous ma- 
terial, rounding off the extremities of the fragments, ond 
in others, a firm fibrous union which does not become 
fully developed into bone. Sir Astley Cooper states that 
in recent cases the capsule is found to be distended " with a 
mixture of serum, synovial fiuid, and Blood, which is pro- 
duced by the infiammatory process, and becomes absoriied 
when the irritation in the part subsides. I do not know 
the exact period at which this change takes place, but I 
have seen it in the recent state of the injury."* 

With regard to the new classification of fractures of the 
neck proposed by Prof Post, it seems to me that it will 
render the " vexed question of osseous union within the 
capsule," more difficult of solution than it will be -^th the 
classification now in use. He proposes " to make a new 
classification of fractures of tlie cervix femoris, dividing 
them into two classes, viz. fractures between the caput 
femoris and the inter-trochanterio hues, and fractures at 
the inter- trochanteric lines extending more or less into the 
shaft of the bone. I propose to call the fractures of the 
firet class ifUra-etrvicSl, and those of the second class extra' 
eervical. I Uiink that these two classes of fractures will be 
found to correspond very nearly with those which have 
hitherto been described as intra-capsular and extra-cap- 

He divides "fraeturtt of the eervix into two classes;" 
but the class of intrs-cervical fractures, representing fiiic- 
tures at any point between the head of the bone and the 
inter- trochanteric lines, includes all possible fractures of the 
cervix, and hence his extra-cervical fractures cannot pro- 
perly be spoken of as fractures of the cervix, and do not 
therefore correspond in any degree with fractures hitherto 
described as extra-capsutar, in which the line of fracture 
traverses the portion of the cervix included between the 
insertion of the capsule snd the inter-trochanteric lines. The 

Calest objection to the dassification is found in the fact 
t an intra-cervical fracture, which Professor Post thinks 
will be found to correspond very nearly with an intror-cap- 
miar fracture, may be either an inlra-coptaker fracture, an 
,«z(ra-aip»t(Jar fracture, or a fracture partly within and 
partly without the capsule. This fact is important 
when we consider that these several fractures included 
under the name of intra-crrvital, differ widely from each 
Other, bony union being of frequent occurrence in a fnc 
ture extei-nal to the caosule, occasionally seen in a fVacture 
partly within and partly without the capsule, while it has 
not yet been satisfactorily demonstrated that bony union 
has ever occurred entirely within the capsule. It is highly 
important, both in a scienliQc and a medico-legal point of 
viev^ to know whether we can ever expect bony union 
of a fracture entirely within the capsule. If not, the sur- 
geon who faJthfiilly performs his duty, and fails to secure 
bony union of this fracture, can summon to his defmce, 
when unjustly arraigned for malpractice, the scientific fact 
that a fracture within (he capsule is never united by bone. - 
Professor Post states that "in intra-cervical fractures bony 
union vefy rarely occurs," and be fells us that an intra- 
cervical fracture will be found to correspond very nearly 
with an intra-capsular fraclura , If from this we are to 

* Cotyw — PM«biI1bm tmi Flufw* W tt» JiiW, p. Mfc 
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understand tbst bonj union of an intra-copsulor fracture 
does occaaionally occur, we think that !ie requires us to 
admit as n fact that which surgeons hare labored for fifty 
or a hundred years and failed to prove. 1 do not deny the 
possibility of bony union within the capsutc, but simply 
tbisk that the evidence furnished in proof of such union a 
not sufficient to establish it as a fact, and that further in- 
vestigation is needed in this direction. 



fripfss of Itcirical ^titiirf. 

PBEFAKED BT a, H. JANE8, M.D. 
OS THK IMMEDIATE TREATKEKT Of SWllCTintE Of THE I7RETHItA- 

Tn« London Med. Timu anii Gazette contains an article on 
this subject by Mr. Holt of the Westminster Hospital, in 
which he describes a method of treatment for iJie immedi- 
ate dUatation and cure of stricture. Ttie unsatisfactory 
nature of the prevailing methods of treating tliis compkint, 
and the tedioutness of ordinary dilatatjon, and the certainty 
of a return of the atricture, induced him to adopt a more 
energetic mode of treatment, and about seven years ago he 
brought to the notice of the profession a new "stncLire 
dilator," by means of trhicli dilatation was effected by gra- 
duated tubes passed between the blades of the instrument. 
This method beins attended more or less by " stricture 
fever," be at length determined to split the stricture by 
pasdng tJie largest sized tube at once, thus enabling the 
urethra to receive its full sized catheter. The instrument 
he now describes "consists of two grooved blades fixed in 
a divided handle, and containing between tbem a wire 
welded to their points, and oa this wire a tube (which, 
when introduced between the blades, corresponds to the 
natural capacity of the urethra), is quickly passed, and thus 
ruptures or spUla the obstruction." This forcible distension 
affects only the morbid obstruction, leaving the healthy 
portion of the canal undisturbed ; hence, wa have none of 
those serious complications which oflea accompany other 
modes of treatment. Afler the operation the wat«r is drawn 
off, and the patient lell for an mterval of two days before 
the catheter is again used, when one of the same diameter 
as that used at the time of the operation is again passed, 
and its use continued, at first on alternate days, and aAer- 
wards at longer intervals. He reports a number of interest- 
ing caws, from which he states Ihe following conclusions : — 
" I. The operation is of the most simple kind, and any one 
who can pass a bougie throup;h a diSicult stricture la com- 
petent to perform it. 2, It is not attended with htemor- 
rhage, inmtration of urin& abscess, or any serious local mis- 
chief. 3. In a majority of instances Ihe rehef Is immediate. 
4. The occurrence of rigors or any other constitutional dis- 
twbance is very rare, and the patient is seldom confined to 
bed longer than from twelve to twenty-four hours. 5. The 
urethra is immediately made permeable by a catheter of 
full size, which may be ever allerwards passed at discretion. 
6. This method is available in every kind of stricture where 
a canula of any size can reach the bladder. 7. When the 
after treatment is judicious and attentive, the full capacity 
of the paas^e is always maintained. 8. In all cases of ne- 
glected treatment the stricture yields to this metiiod more 
promptly than to any other. 9. It being impossible that 
any Init the diseased tissue can be divided, the splitting of 
the stricture has a decided advantage over any cutting Ape- 
ration. 10. And to sum up the great advantages in one 
proposition, the process is facile, speedy, prouipt in effects, 
and free from every danger, immediate or remote. The 
course of general treatment will naturally vary, according 
to \h» kind of obetructioD,the number of atricture.s,and the 
occasional complications of contracted bladder, enlarged 
prostate, Gatuhe in perinteo, false passage," etc. 

Christopher Heath, Esq., surgeon to the West London 
Hospital, etc., reports in the Lancet some cases of stricture 
tnated by tliig meChod. The &rst case toftxiei pies«Dted 



a very dense cartilaginous stricture through which with 
considerable dilSculty he introduced ffo. 00 silver catheter 
(two sizes smaller Uian the ordinary No. 1). Another stric- 
ture was found at the bulb which gave some trouble; but 
this was also overcome, the instrument entered the bladder, 
and was tied in. The ^ze of the instrument was increased 
each day until No. 4 was passed, when the patient being 
brought under the influence of cnloroform, Mr. Holt's dila- 
tor (small size) was passed into the bladder, and No. i tube 
introduced. This being withdrawn, ho was enabled to pass 
the full sized dilator while closed, and introduce No. 10 tube, 
which required some considerable force, owing to the dea- 
aty of the stricture. The dilator being withdrawn, a No. 10 
silver catheter was readily passed, the bladder evacuated, 
the instrument withdrawn, and the patient ordered to take 
half a draclim of tincture of opium. Since then he bad no 
trouble in passing No. 10, and the patient continued to im- 
prove until a fresh gonorrbcea again brought him under tlje 
surgeon's care. At this time there was no stricture. In 
the other cases reported, much the same course was 
pursued. The writer thinks that this rapid and effectual 
method of treating the stricture has not altracled that atten- 
tion in the profession which tiie exceedingly favorable results 
would justify. 

THI APPLIOATIOS or LI 



I>r. Tilt advoCBtea (Lanetf) the application of leeches 
directiy to the inflamed part, by means of the speculum, as 
more hkel; to reduce the characteristic phenomena of inHam- 
matioo, than the method recently advocated by Becquerel, 
who prefers their ^phcation to the thighs, or venesection. 
Dr. T. Bays r " By applying leeches to the womb, we either 
seek— IsL To reduce inflammation. 2d. To reduce con^fea- 
tion, and promote absorption. 3d. To increase congestion, 
and determine menstruation." Each of these effects is 
obtained in some proportion to the number of leeches em- 
ployed. To relieve inflammation we should apply a suffi- 
cient number, otherwise we shall congest, rather than 
reheve the womb. The number should also correspond to 
the size of the speculum, for if they have not sufficient room 
some will not only refuse to bite, but will interfere with 
tiiose that have taken. He never applies more than four 
large ones through a moderate-Nzed speculum, more than 
MX by a large, and more than two by a small one. If a 
smalt speculum is used, he advises small leeches, as the lote 
of blood depends less on the size of the leeches than on the 
number of leech bites. As an emmcnagogue, leeches should 
be applied in a araall number — two or three — when the 
menstruation is due, and repeated every month. We thus 
determine the blood current, and teach the womb to resume 
a forgotten babiL He does not apfly leeches in those cases 
of inflammation of the neck con^ituted by uterine catarrh, 
but would advise them in deep-seated ulceration on a hard 
or soft hypertrophic basis, where seven or eight leeches 
may be applied aod repieated several times just before or 
aft«T menstruation. In Internal metritis, which be beheves 



frequest disease than is supposed, and 
forms the palbological condition in many cases of dysme- 
norrhcea, he advises to leech the womb, just before, and, 
if necessaiy, just after, the mensliual flow, the practi- 
tioner determining tlie number suitable to each case, being 
guided more by the inflammatory nature of the complaint 
than by the strength of the patent He has sometimes 
found the best effects to follow Ihin course, even in weak 
and annmic patients. In htematocele or bnmatic collec- 
tions of blooa in the pelvis, he agrees with Dr. Bernuts, 
that the reabeorption is greatly promoted by two or three 
applications at three or tour daj's' interval, and also at the 
first sign of menstruation. He considers them counter- 
indicated by very acute inflammation, and wlien the vagina 
is inflamed so as to make a digital exaihination painful. In 
these cases, he first applies leeches to the inner part of the 
thighs, and orders emollient injeotioaa to the vagina, which 
wiU soon roduoe tbe inpajnm**'"" sufficiently to allow the 
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implication of leeches. Thej should not be applied in cmi- 
c«roua or syphilitic ftSecUons of the womb, for fear each 
leeoh bile snould beuome an nicer. The sane moy be said 
of those coses in which the inSammatioi] is charactcrizeil by 
the pToduclion of diphlherial membranes. 

It^is well to state here that in the BUtnmary of Dr. Tilts' 
article on uterine exfoliation, published on page 41, ninth 
line from bottom, an error in punctuation renders the mean- 
ing of a seotence obscure. It should read — " with tlie 
external use of mercurial ointment and extract of bella- 
doDna, and the iodide ofpotasaium to be taken in a com- 
pound infosioD of gentian. 
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A CAUSE OP PHOFESSIONAL IGNORANCE. 
Ottth in reported cases mention is made of an " intelligent 
practitioner" who was called in an emergency, or was in 
aiHne other way brought in contact with the patient. This 
term, now so often used as ezpressiTe of the quali6cattons 
of a particular physician, has more significance attached to 
it than one would at first be prepared to admit Not every 
physician who claims the title has the right to the apftella- 
tion of an intelligent one. This humiliating statement, we 
are sorry to say, can be corroborated by instances in every 
particular medical community. The existence of this class 
can be accounted for in a very great degree by the defective 
pretiminBry education so commonly met with among our 
StudenU of medicine, rendering them altogether unfit for 
the proper elucidation of those abstruse points with which 
the science of the healing arMbounds. . Besides this, we 
have another very fiiiitful source of incompetency and 
ignorance, in the want of sufficiently rigid examinations by 
many of our medical colleges. The ordeal of the "Green 
room" is too often passed by the unquahfied student with- 
out difiSculty, and the physician, thus prematurely made 
and titled by law, clums what he considers his rightful 
rank. To these points, however, the attention of the pro- 
fession has been frequently enough called, and no one 
doubts the necessity of a thorough reform in the whole 
matter of medical education. 3o much for the foundation 
which the profeesion has to work uptHi. 

We wish at this time, in conneaion with the subject 
under consideration, to consider a Tcrj fruitful source of 
igDoranoe in our profession, and one which i« important as 
^iplying equally to the educ*ted and the illiterate, and that 
has reference to the want of a habit of eystematic reading. 
It is indeed surprising to find how few physicians are given 
to reading anything that treats of medical subjects; even 
those who have every setming facihly for improvement, in 
the shape of good libraries, scaroely ever have a disposition 
to look fbrtiier into a new book than the heads of its 
chapters. In reference to t%e amount of reading done in 
the medical world, wa may, for the sake of convenience, 
divide the profession into three general classes giving a 
type of each. 

Firstly, then, wa notice the phyvcian who has culti<rated 
habits of study, and who is every spare moment with his 
boola. His prsolico may be Urg«, and bis profeMtooal 



engagements numerous, yet he always finds time to ^nd 
with bis favorite auttiors, and read with interest and proGt 
his periodicals. Such men study because tliey have a pas- 
sion for it; because ttiey know its neceewty, and because 
they ere sure uf its lewards. How we may well blush to 
own that we have too few of such among us. 

AgEun, there is a class by no means small who have a 
disposition to study, but who are always finding somethbg 
else of pressing importance to engage their attention. This 
habit of indolence, easily got into, is hard to shake off, 
and the victim becomes a constant prey to a knowledge of 
his ignorance ou the one hand, and a desire for reputation 
on the other, l^ese are not, however, wholly lost to their 
sense *of duty, but are only thoroughly aroused when an 
emergency occurs in the shape of an important case. The 
book is then taken from the shel^ and the deured chapter 
is found. The result of the necessarily hurried reading is 
to render " oonfuuon worse confounded;" a consultation 
ensues, and the chaikce for a reputation may probably be 
lost to him for ever. Can such a practitioner be unac- 
qnainted with the reason of his ignorance? 

We will allude to stitl another dass, who ignore reading 
almost altogether, and make it a practice to rely upon their 
general knowledge. The prindples of medicine which 
were taught them during the time they attended medical 
lectures, they are content to ^nd a lifetime in putting in 
practice. Examples of sucli are frequently met with who for 
more than a quarter of a century have, as lar as the acquire- 
ment of the knowledge of the science of their profeseion is 
concerned, made not the sl^htest advance. Were we to 
recite the many facts which have come to our knowledgo 
as proofs of the ignorance of such men, we would be 
scarcely believed; and yet very many of them enjoy large 
practices, and their patients believe that they are receiving 
the benefits which all the recent improvements made in 
science can give them. It is impossible to conceive how 
anything short of the merest luck can in the great majority 
of instances shield such from diegrace, while in their impor- 
tant cases we are forced to admit that they succeed as did 
the man who when asked upon a certain occasion how he 
sent a bullet through the centre of a target, replied, " By 
shutting both my eyes." 

We cannot lose sight of the &ct thai the habit of careful 
reading must be practised to a greater eitoit among medi- 
cal men than it seems to be. No profession should embody 
more learning than does that of medicine, and the physician 
who neglects to improve opportunities for acquiring neces- 
sary knowledge is in the highest degree culpable. 

Tlie question of time is an excuse, which is perhaps 
oftencst ui^ed against the proper prosecution of study — 
and with some show of reason. The uncertain callmgif a 
physician no doubt interferes in a very great trieasnre with 
his plans for self-improvement; a creature of emergency, 
he can call no time truly his own; but we will venture to 
say that even among tbe busiest spare moments can always 
be found. The very dass of cases which are the most 
destructive of time, the tedious labors, afford not nnf)«- 
quently golden opportunities for study to him who pre- 
pares himself for it by a hook in his pocket. It is a^d 
with a good deal of truth that busiest men hare generally 
the most time, and no one need search very long in any 
community to find a case in point 

In large cities there is comparatively less reading among 
medical nen gwerally than in soisll Unms, the ruson fbr 
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vtuch caa euily be given hj reference to the fact that con- 
BultatioDS can be c^led at the shortest notice in thu former 
places. The want of self-reliance is felt much more in the 
cities of New Tork, Philadelphia, and Boston, on account 
of the easy access which all hsTc afforded to men in every 
speciality, than tn the ba«k woods of civilizatLon, Avhere th§ 
nnasmimin^ country doctor can consult with no one but 
through his books. Had the city physician half the energy 
which is possessed by his country cousin, be could, on 
account of greater facilities, lay clum with good grace to 
superior qualificationB. Surprise has oflen been expressed 
at the intelligence of some country physicians, but the 
trouble is not taken U> inquire into the rea*OD for iL 

The question naturally comes up here, what sba'U we 
read? The answer is, standard works and medical penodi- 
cals. We have previously taken occasion to ^lude to the 
importance of the latter publications to all engaged in 
active practice. Standard works appear only at certain 
periods, while the office of the medical journal is eteentially 
to keep the professional public infonned upon every ad- 
vance in science that has been made in the interval. We 
have no hewtation in saying tliat very many lives have 
been saved by a timely knowledge of a new and valuable 
mode of treatment, and we imagine that no prejudice 
against medical journals can oETcr an excuse for a neglect of 
duty to the patient. 

In conclusion, we must once more urge this necessity 
upon all those who are not addicted to a habit of study — to 
set about earnestly to cultivate it, as a duty to tliemaelves, 
their patients, and their profession. Scientific knowledge is 
within the reach of the humblest aspirant to medical honors 
if he only have energy sufficient to put forth the requisite 
amoiiDt of untiring labor to obtain it. When every fitcility 
IB aff(»ded for improvemenl, indolence is the only excuse 
for ignorance. Let all those who are complaining of want 
of time, set about seriously to consider how very many 
opportunities they have allowed to slip by unnoticed. To 
those who are repentant of past indolence and are acting 
in acondance with their sense of duty, we would promise a 
rich reward; the habitual student, however, stands in need 
of no encouragement 

THE WEEK. 
Wi alluded last week to the neglect of the law regulating 
the sale of poisons, and on further investigation we con- 
clude that its inefBdency is not due to any defect in the law 
itself, but to the bet that there is eitlier no one appointed 
to take cogniiance of iU violation, or that the proper offi- 
cers are inattentive to their duty. The penalty for the 
sale of a poison by an apothecary without complying with 
the requirements of the law, i« a fine of fiily dollars ; but u 
in most casM the purchaser is the only one ci^isant of 
the offence of the vender, no complunt is made, and hence 
no prosecution laid. But in snch coses as those meutioned 
by us last week, the attempted suicide of Gordon at the 
Tombs, and another, of which pubhc mention has been 
made, tiie Police Justices or other criminal officers diould 
have inquired into thetn, and brought the offenders to 
triaL We know of a case, however, in which tlie District 
Attorney totally neglected bia duty, even though the cir- 
cumstances of the case (a death which would doubtless have 
been avoided bad the apothecary obeyed the law), with the ' 
evidence, were placed in his handg. It Imb not j 



been heard of wnce, though a year has eUpsed— the pro- 
bable reason being the family relationship of the oCfender 
to a certain well known city official. 

We allude to tliis subject again, to draw attention to the 
fact, that a provision for the enforcement of this and other 
important and neglected sanitary laws, is contained in the 
Metropolitan Sralth BiU now before the Legislature, in the 
following brief but comprehensive language: "The Board 
of Hailth shall alto, in Ihe cUUt and amniia named in tliU 
Act, enforce all iawt and ordinaticm prohibiting or reguial- 
ing tin tale o/ poiionoui, adutterated^ or uawkoUaome dragt, 
mediant, or food." If for this clause only, the passage of 
the act referred to would be a great blessing. 

At the meeting of the Academy of Medicine on Wednes- 
day evening, March 19th, the members will be called iqmhi 
to give a definite expression by discussion and vote, on the 
propositions submitted by Da. Barker at the end of his 
paper on the " Use of Annithetica in Midwifery ;" they are 
as follows; — 

l«ll. Aneastbetic aid is of the greatest value in the obste- 
tric art, and chloroform is generally the preferable agent 
for this purpose, 

2d. It exerts no injurious effect, when properly adminis* 
tered, upon the health of either tbe mother or the child. 

3d It is perfectly justifiable to use chloroform in natural 
labor, solely for the purpose of relieving pain. 

itk. It is especially useful in calming the extreme agita- 
tion and mental excitement which labor oflen produces in 



tabor where the progress is suspended or much retarded by 
the pain occasioned by previous diseases, or such as may 
supervene during labor, and in tiioee cases where the irre- 
gu^r and partial contractions occaenon intense and almost 
constant pain, but have no effect to advance labor. 

Gth. It is of great service in spasmodic contractions and 
rigidity of the cervix uteri, in tetanic rigidity of the peri- 
neum, in certain forms of puerperal convulsions, and in the 
various obstetrical operations. 

It has been too much the custom heretofore to allow im- 
portant questions that have been discussed to pass without 
final action. For the proper completion of such subjects, 
every member ^uld be called upon to give his decision. 

Thi report of the Philadelphia Board of Health presenU 
some startling facts. Two years since the mortality of that 
city was officially reported at I in 64 of its population; 
for the year 1661, it was' 1 in 39 1 The deaths by smaU- 
pox reached the enormous figure of 7681 How is thii 
alarming increase io mortahty to be explained ?- 



We have lately received an announcement of the Annual 
Medical Begbter of New Tork City. The compiler 
of this work is Dr. Gso. H. Tuoebr, one of the most 
laborious and reliable medic^ etatisticians in this country. 
We have examined the mai^fscript- sheets of the voltunc^ 
and find the contents of great hiatMical value to the pro- 
fesMon. It is to be regretted that we have no Medical 
Biatorical SoeUly engaged in collecting and preserving tbe 
memorials of the past, which are graduaUy being lost 
beyond recovery. la tbe absence of such an organization, 
ft Bctial wM-k of tibia kind which, like Vakatine'e Manual, 
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Bhall aonually gather up Ihe pieseDt medical records of this 
citjr, tud such memorials of the put as patient research can 
bring to light, ahould be liberaHj sustained. The work will 
be published only on condition that a sufficient number of 
subscribers are obtained. We heartily endorse this under- 
talciog of Dr. Tucker, and can assure the profession of Ihe 
city that the work merits erery encouragement 



litMctos. 



HEiLiH; Five Lay-Sermons to Working People, By John 
Brown, M.D., Author of " Rab and his Friends," etc, 
Robert Carter Sc Brothers, New York. 

A OOOD investment for every medical practitioner would 

be to purchase half-a-doten copies of this little book, and 
circulate them among his " families." It affords a most 
agreeable hour's reading, full of instruction, in the author's 
peculiar vein of pleasantry, and conveys sentiments, and 
inculcates practice, relating both to the doctor and the 
patient, and their mutual relationship, which cannot be too 
thoroughly instilled. We confess to have derived no little 
comfort and help from its pages. Id the wearisome plodding 
of the daily round of practice. 
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PLUGGING THE ViGINA. 

[TalbtEdltoTorthaAnticuUisHKLTiKn.] . 
Sir: — The following illustrative cases will corroborate Ihe 
statements made by Dr. E P. Bennet in the Medical 
TiUES, on the use of the speculum, and sUo show the effi- 
cacy of Squibb's Liq. Ferri Ecrsulph. in uterine hieraor- 

rhage. I. — Mrs. B , in the third month of pregnancy, 

began to flow after some unusual exertion. I saw her a 
few hours after. On a digilal examination the os was 
found slightly open, but no membranes protruded. I at 
once introduced the speculum, and through it passed a 
conical piece of spon^, saturated with the persulphate, into 
the OS, and retained.it there with the forceps for a moment 
or two. There was no flow for twelve hours, when she 
suffered some severe uterine pains, and tlic cont«nts of the 
womb were eipellcd in one mass. The loss of blood 
was very slight, and she regained her strength rapidly. 
II. — Mrs, W , about ten weeks advanced in her gesta- 
tion, returned home from a long walk and was taken with 
a profuse hcemarrhage from tlie vagina. I found her on 
the bed, her face completely blanched and her pulse a mere 
wave, I was told she had passed some clots, which had 
been thrown away. Stimulants were administered for 
immediate relief Portions of the membrane were pro- 
truding from the os, which were removed. The specuhim, 
having its inner Arface well oiled, was introduced, and the 
end of a long strip of muslin, two inches wide, saturat«d 
with the persulphate, was carried firmly into the os, and 
as the speculum was withdrawn the vagiM was thoroughly 
plugged! By these means the hsmorrhage was at once 
arrested. The tampon was removed aller thirty -six 
hours, and the recovery, though slow, was uninterrupted. 
III. — I was called, about a year since, to see a woman who 
woa suffering from profuse ufariae htemorrhage. She was 
fifty years of age, the mother of several chOdreu, feeble, 
and extremely nervous. All the means, general and local, 
that were practicable, were used to arrest the How without 
Buoceas. The os was dilated with sponge tents, and the 
womb examined for. polypoid growtlis, hut none were 
found. My patient &iling from day to day, as a last resort 
I injected two drachms of the penulphate into the cavity 



of the womb. The haemorrhage ceased and she reoovered. 
There baa been no return of the trouble since. 
Yours, etc^ 

J. T. CosKLiNo, MJD. 
BsMntira, N. T„ Vmb 1, IMl 



DELIRIUM TREMENS SUCCEBSFULLT TREATED 
BY THE ICED BATH. 

BiLLETDi HmrtTii, Ju. », 1891 
[T« tbt Editor of Um Awtucur Midicil Turn.] 

Sib r — Some two years since, in conversation with Dr. Bauer 
of Brooklyn, he suggested to me the use of the ice-bath in 
delirium tremens. Since that time I have ug«d it several 
times with the most satisfactory results. 

I have just received the inclosed letter fi^m Dr. Smith, 
of the hospital at the Workhouse on Blackwell's Island, 
and if you deem it worthy please give it a notice in your 
valuable journal. 

In connexion with this case I would refer to another 
which came under my treatment some weeks since. 

I was called about II p.k. to one of our fashionable 
holeSs, to see a gentleman with delirium tremens. He was 
under the care of two of the best physicians in tbe city, 
and yet he was unable to be composed. Had had no sleep 
for some time, was perfectly wild, great muscular tremor, 
and jactitation ; pulse 160. He was placed In Uie ice-bath, 
and retained there 10 ^ minutes, when he became quiet; 
pulse T6. He was then placed in bed, and almost imme- 
diately dropped asleep. The nurse was directed to repeat 
the twlh in case he again became wild ; but strictly cau- 
tioned about the danger, and the necessity of carefully 
watching Ihe pulse in order 'not to produce too great ex- 
haustion. The next morning I called in consultation at 10 
o'clock, and found the patient had gone to business. The 
nurse stated that he slept quiet until 4 a.m., and then be- 
gan to talk a little wild; he put him in the bath for three 
minutes, when he became quiet and was put in bed; he 
immediately fell asleep, and got up at 8 o'clock, perfectly 
well, ate his breakfast, and went down town to busiDess. 

It is onl^ necessary to refer to the travels of any pervon 
in the arctic region, to learn the powerful sedative effect of 
intense cold ; in fact, it is impossible to rouse them up and 
prevent them from goin^ to sleep. Now tills is the great 
object to be produced in delirium tremens, and in Uie 
Implication of cold we have an agent more powerful than 
opium, and equally safe if carefully watched. 
Youts, etc, 

Lewis A, Satri, MI.D, 

Niw Toaa, Jan. «, Itn. 

Dear Sib :— I have at last had an opportunity to try the 
ice-water bath for the cure of delinum tremens, as you 
requested me to do, and I am happy lo be able to pte you 
the history of my first case, the result of which is quite 
satisfactory. 

John Wilson, a native of England, 45 years of age, 
blacksmith by trade, has been in this country fourteen 
years; he has an excellent constitution, and is remarkably 
strong and vigorous ; was sent to the Workhouse, Jan. 
19, 1862. Jan. 20th.— Showing no signs of delirium he 
was set to work. On the evening of Jan. 22d he became so 
delirious that we were obliged to place him in a cell by 
himself, with no medical treatment; for I wished the height 
of his delirium to have been attained that I might give the 
ice water a fair trial. He became gradually worse until 
the evening of Jan. 23d. when it became necessary to place 
a strait jacket on him. His delirium continued to 
increase during the night so mucli, that we were 
obhgcd to tie him down. ^ Jan, 24th. — He was now 
as wild as it was possible for him to be. I had the 
bsth prepared, and sent for Br. Clark of the Almshouse. 
8i o'clock A.M., the strait jacket was now removed, and 
bis lungs examined by Dr. Clark 'and myself and found 
perfectly healthy ; be waa stripped, and placed in the twth- 
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tub, where he was kept nine minutes; the ice wm broken 
into small pieces, nnd dropped in during the whole time ; 
temperature of the water 38°. His pulse waa now 102 
beats per minute. iBt minute, no cliange perceptible; 2(1 
minute, no change perceptible ; 3d minute, putae stronger, 
sod not so frequent; 4Ui minute, sedative etTects very per- 
cepUble ; 5Ch minute, pulse 100 ; Gth minute, sedative 
eflfects more marked ; 7th minute, pulse 90 ; 8th minute, 
pulse 80; 9th minute, patient penectly quiet. He was 
now removed from the bntli, rubbed dry, and placed in 
bed, well covered up. Ten minulea after, puke 72 ; he 
lay quiel; talks perfectly rational. Nine o'clock, pulse 85 



delirium agun began to show themselves, and increased 
rapidly until 8 o'clock p.h. He wag again placed in the 
bath ; temperature of the water 38° ; pulse 82. He waa 
kept in the water this time twelve minutes. 3d minute, 
sedatiTe effects marked; 4tli minute, pulse slower; 6di 
minute, pulse 64 ; 11th minnte, pulae 60 ; 12lh minule, be 
was now on the vtsi^ of syncope, and gasping. I imme- 
diatelT removed bim from tiie bath, had him rubbed drv, 
and placed in bed, when he soon went to sleep. Jan, 25tL. 
— Slept well all night, ate his breakfast, and has again gone 
to sleep. Jan. 26th.— -Sl^t well last night. Jan. 27,— Eats 
heartily ; no symptoms of tremor remun. Jan. 28. — He has 
gone to work, perfectly well I am confident that if I had 
continued the first bath, until I had made a more decided 
impression upon him, there would have been no occasion 
for the second one; hut it was the first time 1 had ever 
seen anything of the kind, and I was naturally afraid of so 
powerful a remedy. 

Tours,' etc., 

Orsahds 3Hraa, 
Db. Lewis A. Sayke. Retideitt Phyndan, 

FOKEIGN MEDICAL NOTES. 
In Paris, one of the most recent scientific events has 
been the appearing of Ricord in the amphitheatre of Hotel 
Dieu, by special invitation of U. Troufseau (or rather, I 
might pay, he waa forced out bj' the " contagionnittes 
HcondaiTti"), who furnished him with the following knotty 
teat to preach from : — 

A young woman, eighteen yenrs of we, entered the 6lh 
of September in the service of Professor Trousseau to receive 
treatment for met ritis. She bad been vaccinated in infancv, 
as well marked traces in hoih arms were to be seen, in 
October there existed in Uic same service an epidemic of 
varioloid, and as oui- ^tient was obliged still to remain in 
tlie hospital, she waa freshly vaccinated in the first days of 
Bud montli. The vaccine waa got from a child of good 
aspect and whose mbther was healthy. The same vaccine 
served four others, and in all five its phases were norinal. 
In the young woman, on the contrary, it did not work so. 
well: the pricks made with the Lancet became prominent 
the day afler, with on inflamed areola, itching extreme: 
And four or five days after nil signs of a sore had pns.<<eu 
away. She left the honpital November 0th, that is to say, 
a fuB month after the operation, without having presented 
any pustule or any suspiciouacoforationatthe point of vac- 
cination. After tier fibcrty she was well until the first 
days of December, when sne returned to show her arm, 
which had at the pliice vaccinated two ulcerations covcrecl 
with thick :cabs, and stratified like scabs of rupin. These 
ulcerations were at the time regarded as being the result of 
a vaccination of long incubation, a dtbut iardlf, a marthe 
anorma'e. One month later, January 11th, 18ti2, Madame ■ 
X. applied for readmitlAnce to the Hospital, aa her uterine 
afTection required still fiirtber treatment. At this date the 
apparent vaccine acres had not cicatrised, but continued to 
suppurate ; their scab seemed indurated ; in the axilla was i 
found adenopathy, wliile on the trunk, arms, and chin, 
bloomed a roseolc, the specific nature of which could not be 
doubted, and besides, there was cephalalgia and occipital i 



adenopathy. The patient stated that the eruption had 
existed mnce the middle of December, 1861, that ia to ny, 
six weeks af^r inoculation of the vacdne. 

DuaxosiB or h, ricobd. 
Ukta tltvatvm, double, OD the left arm. pUiade ganglion- 

naire, rotiole tpic^/i^ut, type of syphilis constitutional, 
having had its origin, its jxw/e d'tntrit, in the two ulcera- 
tions of the left arm. 

How did this woman contract syphilis? U. Ricord 
gave two lectures upon this case, and on each occasion the 
liitle amphitheatre of Trousseau was densely crowded with 
admiring friends, for he waa always popular. He com- 
menced by making the following rapid expoit of his doc- 
tripe in syphilis, which, with some slight modifica^ons, is 
as of old, aa that still incukated at Hiipital da i/iii;— No 
syphilis without chancre — ehanere induri is the chanere in- 
fietatU — the dioncre it^ectant has, as conaequeuce, indolent 
adenitis, n on -suppurating and always general infection, if 
not opposed by proper treataient. Soft chantat non- 
infecting: — neighboring glands may inflame, be painful, and 
suppurate. Every individual having had an indurated 
chancre can coniract but a BoA,chancre, unless the syphilitic 
diathesis had been entirely eradicated by treatment, which 
is comparativdy rare. U. Kicord no longer believes that 
the dinerence in these chaDcr«B is owing to difiereace of 
Urraini, and now admits the duality of virus. 

Aa for the contagious powers of secondary affections U. 
Ricord eoneeda that ivch aixidaitt do occur, but" that they 
are of very rare occurrence. Dr. Sarrhos, he stated, inocu- 
lated himself with matter fi^m secondary affections over 
thirty times, and ahvays without success. Also M. CuUe- 
rier (successor to Eicord at the Midi Hospital) waa inocu- 
lated in the forearm a great number of times with tbo 
morbid secretions of secondary syphilis, and always with 
impunity. While he admile that secondary can be oeoa- 
fionaUy contagious, M. lUcord ia of opmion that the advo- 
cates of this doctrine have frequently mistaken an indu- 
rated chancre for a plague tmuctm, and have in this manner 
procured so much evidence la tlieir favor. 

Finally, can syphilis be transmitted by the blood 7 Can 
the blood of an individual, syphilitic when it gets inoculated, 
^nerate syphilis in the same manner aa pus taken fi«m an 
mdurated chancre? Is the blood of a syphilitic conto^ousT 
Evidently not; if so, what would be the consequence of 
bleediog, blistering, and leccliing one-third of our Hospital 

Eatients in large cities? And where is the surgeon who 
aa not again and again literally washed his liands, regard- 
less of excoriations, in syphilitic blood, and have any of 
tlicm as vet contracted the disease in such manner? 

How the subject of these observations contracted syphilia 
ia not decided. The great Eicord slaggersj and the mo- 
mentous question as to whether or not vacoinc is a vehicle 
for syphilis remains open for further dissertation, Lumure 
I'il votu plaiL 

CroNBT. 



Baroh SimH, member of the Senate and phyaician-in- 
chjcf of the Belgian army (1631-40), etc., has just expired 
at Bruewls, at the age of sixty-nine. This distinguished 
practitioner was ennobled by King Leopold. He waa also 
an oflicer of the Legion of Honour. — Brit. MaL Jour. 

LIST OI" THE NAMES OF BUKGE0N8 AND A8BI9T4NT BUE- 
0E0N3 Al-POINTED TO THE yOLtJNTEEB HE01MEST8 OF 
TItE STATE OF NEW YOBK, SINCE JAR, M. ISM, AND THE 
CHANGES WHICH HAVE OOCUBBED IN TBK SEaiUilNrrB 
IN THE FIELD FBOH THE BAKE DATE. 

Fob. 18.— HiiiirT 0, Msv, M.D., BnnrMn Sth Rret. tIh JimH L. Van 
Innn. dlHhw^l Owsn Mnniaii, 1I,D., Atalrt. BurnoD SUi Krft.,T(M 
aiClllt MirtlD, nilcncd; A, F. Flub, U.V.. AutaL Burnon TtUi BrIL, 

,!„__ ^.onpanile. Ftb. M.-Bob«rt V, UcKIm, U.D„ AwJit 

a in.vi>_. ._! .- o — eoK,|„ Q,o, H. LMoh, r«lrn«d; 

Ktii B(«t., >i» Bobst V, Meklm, 
Bargian aid Bift (M K. Y, B, U.\ 
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Uwoh 8. ISA. • 



■t hk ruldnica In thli cHj, A. T. Willuhi, 



Bkkjitiiii.— In Dn. KooM Hii!llttl**i HcaplUI Beport. pug* in, wooDd 
B»,lutad(if "Sctlp Wo^nlt■arB^lll^''read'■Sc*1p WoDDiU." 
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«o<M^4; mwiilM, I. M) datlii oeenind Awd unto dlKaK.ud 4tl from 
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[. Dr. Utrkoe, hilf-pwt 1 



WednredoT. i 



ThnndoT. I 
MirohlS. "j 

Fllde/. 



MtrehlB. 1 



OrHTnALUia Hoifitjli, Dm. Btephenion end Ouiiih, 1 F.H. 

Niv Tom HoirtraL, Dr. Cock, half-put 1 p.h. 

BitLI-ETVit UoiFCTii. Dr. 6a;n,Ii.Hoa.,heir-penlr.]I. 

Em InriuianT.ISa. 

Pnaoioaicii, BMnrrr, hilf-put 7 t.m. 

Kiw Tonii liocpiTai, Dr. Tlileted, hilf-pHt 1 p.m. 
. BiiLLiTin HotmaL. Dr. Klllot.htlf'peMI r.H. 
I OpiiTii:kLiiio HoeprtaL, Dti. Stephaniun ud Oinlih, 1 P.M. 

Niw You lloBPiraL. Dr. Mirkoe. half-pm t P.M. 
t;-"rv. i Bn-Lienn Votrm l. Dr. FHnt, half-nait 1 p.it 
Hirchl*. \ BTilnnuianr, IliLDr. NoTee'aL«ure,balf.patlp.iI. 

Stw YOBi HoaPiT.u.Dr. Coek, half-ijit 1 p.m. 

Bellivuc HoeriiAi, Dr. Wood'e Olnlo, I P.M. 

OFnTii>uiiDBaepiTaL,Dn. Btapheuon ud Oarrlah, 1 pji. 

SPECIAL HOTICEa ^ 

Alumni Absociitioh, Collioi or Fhtsiciahb ahd Sub- 
OEOKS, Medical DEPiKTMENT of Coluubia Collbok. — 

Tht Annual Orati&n be/ore ihe Atsodation wSl ht ddt' 
vered by D. Tildbh Bbowk, M.D,, {da** of 1844,) of Nio 
York, at Db. PiSKER'a Church, coma- of 22d limtt and AA 
Avenue, on Thvrtday, JforcA ]3(A, at 7i o'cbxJe P.M., after 
tht vmaX Oommtncttment txercim. The Alumni of ike Col- 
Uge are rtquaUd to autTnble in the Lecture- Room of th* 
Church at 7 o'ehek. 

The AnnwU Meeting will be held at the rendenee of Pbof. 
Alonzo Clabe, 30 Ea*t 2ttf tirett, on Friday lAth inM., at 
8 o'clock P.M. 

Bellevdb Hospital Medical College. — The Comnenee- 
mmi exerdui of thi* College will be held on Monday even- 
ing, Fd>. 10th, at 7t o'clock P.M., at Irving BaU, comer of 
Irving Place and I5th »treet. Addressee wtU bt made by the 
Hon. SiMiow Draper, President of the Board of Truttets, 
and Me Ret. B. H. Ohapin; by Prof. GRonaE T. Elliot 
on the fart of the Faculty, and Dr. V. B. Hdbbaed on tht 
part of the Qraduating Class. 



The Examination for Junior Assist- 
uleloBtfleTnaUoepltalinll takeplnca on Harrhia,ie«t. AppH- 
oation muit U made at I'oa U tha cbalnnan, JAMtB K. WOOD. I 
InrtnfPloa ~ * 



At a Meeting of the Students of 
BBLLETUE BOSPITAL MEDICAL COLLEOE, (he fbllowlnj 

Cuulollune ««re uDBDluiooalr adopted :— 

IFAsrcaf, During the preeent BrailaD of 1M1-S^ Ihr FmuIIt of th* 
Bellevn* Hoeplul Medical Colkge bBTebeen nnctaslnf; In tbelf labora uil 
endeavina, to place wllbln flor Ti'ach erery poaelble meua ud prlTllege 

furnulncKict^ deeming KlOBt and proper that va ahonid give poblloex- 
nroealon to the recline of perfect eatlafaLiInn ihlfh tha onnna of laatroa- 
tlon recelTed dnrlngtbe patt terra, hot flren eicry member af thli glaaa; 

Stflvfil, That aa u eipceatlnp of onr apprecUtkm of tbe unreinltHnc 

allgbtmnmfur the many bemAn we t»Te rKriied. we hereby' leader to 
The jraoMUr uf the BMtmu I/orpUal Medical CuOtg*. m alD«ar* BOd 
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wDiblnDtton uf didactic oiih ellnleal tnebinc, and from Ita Intl- 

eiloti wlih the miiat eitenatie boapllals en ihli onntliHat, -"— 



Aiestoeif, llut Heaan. 

Uoapllal Medical Cnllm.''al*^'io l*rcomi 
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HniloaL Tub ud ynn Yert X-McaiM 

Q. B. MILLKB, U.D., gioaiii 
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E. & S. FOUGERA, PHARMACEUTISTS, 
No. 30 N. William st., N. York, and Ko. 169 AtUntio st, Brooklyn, 

GENERAL A6ENTS FOR THE FOLLOWING PREPARATIONS: 



AoiHM : T. METCALF k CO, Bobtok, Misa. ] 
UASeOT, St. Lodis.Mo.; 



H. P. WAKELEE, Sir Fbancibco, C*UK.iinA ; S. L 
, Baltthori, Mastlus, ROf no. 



To be bad aho trom tbe tint cIbm DrKf ItoTM. 



ALBESPETRE'S BLISTERING TISSUE. 

Thli TlHoa li i1w>n nlUbK balof of > DBllbmi iDaBgth ud bllitarinc 
t_ _i_ t* — . 1* t^ "-^t^ hADdj, tDOUomloftJ, iDd of A jrAAt oaDT4alan« br 

..!„ ._ Di — '-<—() AmKiMidMt, uid 

' li tbaonLjoBtemplojcd 



EAQUIN'S CAPSULES, 

Afpmti by tbt Pr*n(k Ae*d«ai]i of UaillcliM— Dilly praurllwd « 



N bf Iha pn^ilgD 
u pnpmllan*. 



[ iMif. TluH Oafialtt tt 



GENEVOIX PURE OIL OP HORSE GHESS0T8. 

TUt Aim.<3oiTT TrnpanUoD la uuonf tb* diud«odi to^al lopUu' 
UuU pOMMHd br luniptuUo*, till liMt aiUnul runadj tbr Qout, £HIC- 

N.B. A <• HTv <iiiDor«a<iI. Id ■pplrlng Ihli oIL U nb nuUir on Uu 

_ J _. « dm B«MU Aiti, Pirli. 



E. 0£NETOl£, FhaiL, 



BLAKCAED-S PILLS OP IODIDE OF IRON. 

Lt«7 phnldu, (Tuy -wotk of nudldii*. n(Ud* tbl Iodide of Iron *• 
ID oiooUuiE prapanldoB, unlUas tb« propertlH of boLb Iidd ud lodin*. 

Eub Dill oooulu OB* gnin of lodld* of Iran, tlia doH ii two to (ftor 
illli ■ amj. NoM us goDulu* wblcb hiTc not > roetlT* •Utit iaitl 
itucbad to tlM lover nvt of tlw eork, *&, A«. 

SLA^CAED, rhen., Nil « 
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LEOTUKE ni.— PART L 



QENTUMinc — I call your attention to-day to h clasa of 
affections, the importiiDce of which can hardly be exagge- 
TBt«d. iDflammatioa of the breasts and mammary abscess 
are more liable to be developed during the first four weeks 
after confineinent than at any other period, but it may 
occur at any time during Inctatioo or gestation. It some- 
times, alttjough much more rarely, is met with enlirelj 
unconnected with either of these states, as I hare seen in 
the young girl, and eTen in the new-bom infent of both 
sexes, and this, too, where I had no reason to believe that 
the breasts had been maltreated b^ an ignorant or preju' 
diced nurse, from the absurd belief that the milk m the 
breasts of the infant must be squeezed out. When iuBam- 
mation of the breasts and mammary atisceas occurs during 
the puerperal stale it is always a deplorable, and sometimes 
a very grave and dangerous complication, as not unfre- 
((uently there are a succession of abscesses which not only 
interrupts, but may permanent^ destroy the functions of 
the organ ; the spirits of the patient are broken, the 
strength of miod shaken, and the general system is ex- 
hausted, and for a time seriously impaired. STou should 
also know the fact that such cases sometimes terminate 
fatally, even when under the treatment of the first talent, 
and those of the largest experience in the profession, as for 
example: — Velpeau gives a resume of two hundred cases, 
which occurred in his service, three of which died, one hun- 
dred and thirty-nine were cured, in twenty-eight the cure 
was incomplete, and the results in the remainder of the 
cases were unknown. The reputation of the medical 
attendant under such circumstances is also seriously jeopar- 
dized, as the popular belief is, that such a train of conse- 
quences must be due either to neglect or mismanagement 
on the part of the monthly nurse, or the doctor. So gene- 
ral is this belief, tiiat monthly nurses are almost as re^^ to 
admit that they have committed fornication, as to acknow- 
ledge that any woman that they hare taken care of has 
had a " broken breast." And we see the influence of such 
a belief on the profession in the statements which now and 
then appear in the medical press, that inflammation may be 
arrested, and abscess prevented, by rubbing the breasts, or 
by the use of belladonna, or by some other special local 
treatment. 

Now all such statements are worse than nonsense, for 
they are sure to mislead and grievously disappoint those 
who place any reliance upon them. Whenever you meet 
with such statements you may be sure that they emanate 
from those of little clinical experience, who have deduced 
general principles from a very limited number of observa- 
tions. The special Uterature on this snbject is unusually 
rich, as. in addition to all you find in your obstetrics] and 
sui^cai text books, Sir Astley Co^er. the most distin- 
guished and brilliant, of modem English surgeons, has 
written a treatise on the diseases of the breasts, which will 
long be a classical authority. Velpeau, who holds a coa^s- 
pondlng rank among the Jiving surgeons of Prance, has 

Eublished, a few years since, a volume of more than seven 
undred pages on this subject, which ought before tliis to 
have received an English translatjon. During the past 
year a paper on Mammitis, with an analysis of seventy- 
two cases, was reed by Mr. T. W. Nuim, Surgeon to the 
Am. Med. Timfl, Vol. IV., No. 11. 



Middlesex Hospital, before the Obatet.ical Society of Lon- 
don. Important contributions on this subject may be 
found scattered through the medical periodicals of this 
country and of Europe. I may particularly mention some 
articles which have appeared in our own journals, as in the 
Neto York Jmimal of Medicine — one by Dr. Conant Foster, 
formetly Physician to this Hospital ; a Report of fourteen 
cases, by Dr. John G. Johnson, formerly House Surgeon to 
this Hospital; and in the Amtritan MedUal Monthly, a 
valuable Essay, by my colleague. Dr. Thomas, I give you 
the principal literature of the subject, because, if any of 
you should have a perplexing and tedious case of this kind, 
as may very likely happen to you soon after commencing 
practice, if you feel tJie right kind of interest in your 
cases, and are animated by a true medical spirit, you will 
be anxious to search out all that is known on it I fear 
also that you will find that the appApriate treatment 
adapted to each special indication, and to each special case, 
is still left somewhat va^e and uncertain. In a clinical 
lecture you can only anticipate a discussion of the patho- 
logy and therapeutics of the subject, and from the oppor- 
tunities that I nave had to study*it practically, both in nos- 
pital and private practice, I shall aim to give you, not a 
recapitulation of what you can read better in the authori- 
ties I have before mentioned, but to supply, however 
imperfectly, a want of definite principle and rale for prac- 
tice, which I am sure has often been felt. 

Cauta of Mammitit. — Lactation is by far the most fre- 
quent of the predisposing causes. Thus, of Mr. Nunn'a 
seventy-two cases, fifty-eight occurred during lactation, 
seven during pregnancy, and seven in women neither preg- 
nant nor lactating. Of the filly-eight bctating cases fifly- 
seven per cent, occurred during t£e first two months of 
lactation ; during the subsequent seven months, only four- 
teen per cent. ; but after the -ninth month, twenty-nme per 
cenL You thus see that over-lactation is also a predisposmg 
cause. Epidemic influence should also be mentioned as a 
predisposing cause, just as some years we see an epidemic 
tendency to boils and carbuncles. This was particularly 
manifest in the fall and winter of 1859-60, in this city ; 
and, as J leam from the statements of physicians, it was 
equally so in other parts of the State, and in New England. 
When I came on duty in this hospital, in October, 1859, 
there were fourteen cases of mammary abscess in the 
wards. During my service there were sixteen addition^ 
cases, while three-fourths of all confined here exhibited 
more or less tendency to inflammation of the breasts. 
During my service this winter I have had the opportunity 
of showing you but two cases, and those I found here, 
when my service began. I am not aware that any author 
has mentioned epidemic influence as a predisposing cause, 
but you see from the facta that I have just mentioned that 
it really is so. If you lopk at Velpeau s oases you will see 
that be had twenty-four in 1837, and but four m 1839. 
The principal exciting causes are: — Exposure to cold; mov- 
ing the arms too much, while the breasts are large and 
distended: repressing the secretion of milk at an eariy 
period; obstructed lacteal ducts; bruises, and other ex- 
ternal injuries; and emotional— as mental disturbances, 
fright, etc. The-iofluence of the latter, although frequently 
overiooked, has been particularly noticed by many authois, 
and is another> illustration of the gnat importance to the 
physician, of a thorough appreciation of what is called the 
morale of his patients. 

Pathology. — Inflammation of the breasts may occur in 
three situations: first, in the subcutaneous areolar tissue ; 
second, in the c-land itself; and third, in the areolar tissue 
between the gland aud the thoracic walls; and as this in- 
flammation frequently, some authors say generally, goes on 
to suppuration, we have three kinds of mammary abscess, 
viz., the labcvtaneout tlie glandular, and the tvbglandular. 
Different terms have Wn used by authors to describe these 
forms of abscess, but those I have used seem to me the 
most simple and significant. The inflammation is described 
by Su- Astley Cooper, and no one since baa given a betl«r 
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deBcription, as adhesive in the first stage, suppurative in the 
Becond, and ulccraUve in Uie third. la fact, the same laws 
govern inflammatioD of these tissues of the breasts ns govern 
iiiflammatioa of tlie same tissues in other parts of the system, 
modified only by certain pecuiiarities of anatomical arrange- 
ment of structure. In the first singe tlie^e laws are pre- 
cisely the some. In tlie suppurative stage they are the 
same, when the inflammatiou is confined to the subcuta- 
neous areolar tissue : it is a simple phlegmonous inflam- 
mation, differing in no way from abscesses of tliis kind in 
other situations, except that it is always distinctly circum- 
scribed. _The third stag© of tliis form of mammary abscess 
is also like the same stage in other phlegmonous abscesses, 
as it opens by ulcerating the tissues from the interior to the 
exterior; unless for the purpose of curing it more speedily 
an artificial opening be made by means of the lancet or 
bisUiury, • 

In tie glandular variety one lohule after another may 
become inflamed, so that a succession of abscesses form in 
different parts of the gland. In the subglandular, i^e pug 
uauallj at first finds an eiit at the lower and outer side of 
the gland, but generally it "also appears later at other points 
of the circumference. The apertures through which the pus 
dischargesitself frequently degenerate into fistulous canals, 
which are often very difiBcult to cure. Hero we have some 
of the modifications due to peculiarity of arrangement of 
the anatomical structure. If you look over the published 
reports of the cases by the authors ibat I have before men- 
tioned, you will find very many Id which the succession of 
abscesses and number of apertures for the discharge of pus 
counts up la ten, twenl^, thirty, and in one of Velpeau's 
cases, even to forty-five in Ihe same breast. You can rea- 
dily conceive how such a train of events will wear out the 
system, and break down both body and mind. But these 
are not all of the conditions whicli may contribute to such 
a result The ulcerative process is generally gradual and of 
a normal kind, that is, preceded by a fibrinous exudation, 
which protects the adjacent tissues ; but not unfrequenlly in 
the glandular, and especiall;p the subglandular forms, there 
is a destructive disorganization of texture, resulting in more 
or less extensive sloughs. The percentage of Bucli,cases is 
by no means small. The extent of the nlough is of course 
proportionate to the destruction of tissue. In one of tbe 
oases reported by Dr. Foster the alough is described as 
being as large as a hen's egg. But tlito is not all, the de- 
structive ulcerative process may involve tlie bloodvessels of 
the part where the abscess is situated, and dangerous and 
even fatal luemorrbages may result. Prof Miller, of Edin- 
burgh, m his Principles of Surgery, refers to thirteen such 
cases which have been pubhslied In different medical peri- 
odicals, and he asserts Uiat there are others, Tou see that 
I have been compelled in the discussion of this subject to 
encroach somewhat upon ihechair of the Principles of Sur- 
geiT, but it was necessary, in oriler that you slKJuld fully 
unaerstand it, and perhaps, also, for your future protection 
from ignorance or malice ; lor it may happen to you, as has 
happened to others, destructive ulceration having followed 
milk abscess to such an extent as to produce repeated and 
protracted hemorrhage, that you should be accused of cut- 
ting an artery in opening an absces.'i, and hence bo held 
responsible forlhe recurrent hemorrli ages, which persist for 
weeks in consequence of the continued ulcerative process, 
in spite of the most judicious and best directed local and 
constitutional means to arrest the process. While our pro- 
feaaion, as a whole, is characterized by high-toned principle, 
there are some few, very few I believe, dishonorable men 
in it who are capable of any meanness. 

iMojiiom*.— While it is of great importance, with refer- 
ence to the prognosis and treatment, tliat an accurate 
diagnosis should be made as to the form of mammitis that 
we have to encounter, it must not be forgotten that any 
two or all three varieties may be met with, or one variety 
may be primitive, and one or botli of iJie others may be 
secondary. Subcutaneous mammitis presents only the 
ordinary signs of phlegmonous inflammation of the areolar 



tissue, which it is unnecessary for me to describe ; for I 
must assume, in a clinical lecture, that you are familiar with 
the principles of general patliology. If suppuration has 
taken place, where the abscess points the tegumentary 
covering has become thin and of a bluish or a livid color. 
To detect fluctuation, with one hand press the breast 
against the chest, while with the fingers of the other you 
palpate the proji'Cting tumor. If tliere has been circiim- 
scnbed tumefaction, redness of the surface, a tliinning of 
the skin, and other signs of local inflammation gradually 
developing for some days, it will hardly be possible for one 
of ordinary inteUigenee and acquirement to make a mistake 
as to tlie case he has to treat. In this form of inttamma- 
tion, where appropriate treatment is resorted to, it rarely 
happens that we have more than one abscess. The con- 
stitutional symptoms attending glandular inflammation are 
much more marked ; there is much more febrile reaction, 
Ihe local pain is much more intense. During the inflanima- 
tory stage there is a nodulated induration, varying in size 
according to the extent of gland involved, calfrf by nurses 
a lump in the breast ; and the function of lactatjon is pain- 
ful, imperfect, and often entirely suspended, so far as the 
breast involved is concerned. It ia the form of mammitis 
which succeeds lacteal obstruction, or engorgement, when 
this esists. The abscesses resulting are frequently mul- 
tiplied, particularly if the gland be irritated by a con- 
tinued effort to keep up lactation. Velpeau says that 
he has seen in the course of two or three montlis, twenty, 
twenty-five, thirty-three, forty-ax, and in one case fifty- 
two abscesses in the same breast. He regards this form of 
abscess as much more frequent than either of the others. 
Suppuration takes place mvjph more slowly than in tl:e other 
forms where .the seat of the inflammation ia the areolar 
tissue, two, three, or four weeks passing before pus is 
formed, during wiiich the breast is engorged either par- 
tially or completely, and is the seat of profound lancinating 
pains. The subglandular inflammaljon usually occupies the 
whole of the areolar tissue at the base of the breast. The 
surface of the breast is not usually sensitive to the touch or 
painful, but there is a deep-seated pain, greatly increased by 
"pressure on the whole organ. When suppuration has taken 

Elace tbe breast presents a smooth even surface, without 
imps, but is often greatly enlarged, sometimes enormously 
so, with a feeling of great weight and distension, irregular 
chills and partial perspirations. If both the areolar and 
. glandular tissues arc in(Iamed,or one is developed as second- 
ary to the other, there will, of courao, be found more or less 
of the signs characteristic of each combined. 



Thb Wisconsin State HosprrAt for thr Insane.— 
This institution was opened in July, ISW. It is situated 
in Madison, Dane Co., and is under the care of Dr, J. P. 
Clement as Medical Superintendent, and Dr, John W. 
Sawyer as Assistant Physician. From Dr, Clement's 
Becond Annual Iteport, we learn that since the opening of 
the hospital there have been admitted 145 patients — 72 
males aitd 73 females. Discharged, 42 — 21 males and 21 
females. There now remain 103—51 males and 52 females. 
Of those discharged, 16 were recovered, 7 improved, 8 
unimproved, and II died. The total amount of current 
expenses for tlie past year was $20,640.76. The Trustees 
call for nn appropriation of over |40,000 for the present 
year — of which $3,500 will be needed to replace Ihe boil- 
ers now in the new hospital, which have proved unsuitable 
for tlie place, and a source of great annoyance. It ia slated 
that to run the machinery with these boilers there will be 
required, when another wing of tbe building, now being 
erected, ia completed, 1000 cords of wood per annum. 
When this building ia fitiished. which will be during the 
coming summer, tlie hospital will accommodate more than 
200 patients. — Bott. Med. Joar. 

Dr. Felix Rodbaud, Inspector of Waters at Pougues, and 
formerly journalist, is about to marry, say the French jour- 
nals, the young widow Countess de Monturenz. 
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Perdaps there b do question of more vital importance to 
the wellare of tlie coitimunily at large, whicli Die medicol 
proresaion are so frequently calle<l upon to decide, and 
wbicb thej feel bo little qualified satiaTactorily to determine, 
aa that of tlie adaptation of certain latitudes or ctimateE to 
peculiar morbid conditions of the human system. From 
the days of Hippocrates to tlie present the modifying 
agency of climate upon the tubercular diathesis has been 
recognised by the medical profession. To gain some 
adequate conception of its importance, we need but con- 
template the increasing and universal prevalence of tubercu- 
lar disease, which in some portion of our land, especially 
in the New England and seaboard States, chusl's nearly 
twenty-four per cenLj or one-fourth of their entire mor- 
tality.* So universal is the prevalent^ of this disease Ibat 
Bcarcely a family circle exists which has not been invaded 
by this fell destroyer, and in numerous instancea whole 
families have (alien belbre the relentless progress of this 
&tal malady. 

That the influence of climate is more ci&cacious in modi- 
fying and controlhng this than most other diseases, the 
grnctice so much in vogue, of sending patients suffering 
-om phthisis pulmonalis from one latitude to another, 
generally from a colder to a warmer climate, sufficienlly 
attests. On tlie Continent of Europe, the south of France, 
Italy, Greece, also Egypt, in the vaJley of the Nile, the 
Isle of Madeira, have been famous places of resort in which 
the languishing consumptive has taken a winter residence 
with varying degrees of benefit. Nearer home the mild 
climate of the West India Islands, and in our own country 



> eacape the inclemency of our northern 
winters. More recently, as the tide of emigration and 
civilization has extended westward into tlie central portion 
of our continent, and to the Pacific shores, other dimates 
have been brought to our notice, which demand at least the 
attention and patient investigatjon of tlie medical profes- 
sion. Such are the climates of western Texas, New MexicO| 
the PaciHc slopes of lower California, the upper Mississippi 
Valley, and a large area of country extending westward 
between it and the Rocky Mountuns. 

It is no part of my present purpose to enter into a dis- 
cussion of the compatatjve merits of any of the above- 
named climates as a place of re^dence for tuberculous 
patients. It is the object of tliis communication, after 
giving the climatology of this region, and contrasting it 
with other portions of the country, merely to place upon 
record such observations as a winter's residence in the 
upper valley of the Mississippi enabled me to make, Uiat 
may serve in some measure as a guide to the medical pro- 
fession in determining more accurately with regard to its 
appropriateness as a pUce of residence for patients suETeriug 
from tuberculous disease. 

Especially is it important in the present distracted state 
of our country, since the moral insanity of our southern 
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brethren has deprived the invalid portion of the community 
of their usual jilaces of winter resort, for the medici 
practitioner to know with some degree'of precision if the 
wonderful changes reported to have been wrought in 
tuberculous constitutions by a residence in the climate oi 
Minnesota are entirely groundless. The loss of a brother 
by phthisis pulmonalis, who had passed one winter in the 
valley of the Nile, and another in Florida, without permanent 
benefit, and tlie unequivoail evidence of the development 
of tubercles in my own person, compelling roe to retire 
from a somewhat falnirious practice, have brought the sub- 
ject to my own mind with peculiar force. 

The leading characteristics which distinguish the climala 
of Minnesota from that of our New England and Atlantic 
States are its wet and dry seasons, its remoteness from 
oceanic influences, its uniformly high portion, occupying 
as it docs the elevated plateau of the North American 
continent. Its altitude at Fort Snelling, five miles above 
St Paul, lat. 44° 53', is 820 feet; at Fort Eidgley, some 
distance southwest of this point, laL 44° 15', it is 1 100 feet, 
and at Fort Ripley, northwest, lat. 46° 19', it is 1130 feel, 
above the level of the sea. 

The arctic declivity commences about its northern bonn- 
dary, as Is evident from Uie northerly direction of rivers 
having Iheir origin there, and in the southern boundary of 
the British possessionl[ The head waters of our great 
northern chwo of lakes, having their origin on its north- 
eastern boundary, find an outlet through t£e channel of the 
Sf. Lawrence R'iver, which takes a north-ensterty course, 
pouring its ceaseless torrent Into the Atlantic Ocean, The 
Red River of the North, having its source in the northern 
border of this State, takes a course nearly due north, and 
empties into Hudson Bay. 

Not far remote from the origin of the Bed Elver rise the 
numerous rivulets whofe confluence forms the Mighty 
Father of Waters, which taking a southerly direction rolls 
onward in silent majesty until, having traversed a territory 
of tliree thousand miles in extent, it loses Itself at length 
in the Gulf of Mexico. From the foregoing circumstances 
the term Water Shed of the Continent has been not inap- 
propriately applied to this country. 

The surface of the country is gently undulating, and 
beautifully diversified with forest Islands, and dotted with 
lakes of pure water, which swarm with fish of a superior 
quality. The soil is composed of a dark, sandy loam, and 
is warm, fertile, and productive, and free from the malarial 
exhalations which are usually rife In new cpuntriea, and 
itially in undermining enfeebled constitutions, 
remarked that one of the leading characteristics 
of the climate of Minnesota is its wet and dry seasons, 
being in this particular an inversion of the climate of Cali- 
fornia — the dry season in Minnesota corresponding to the 
wet season in California, and via versa. 

Reversing the usual order of arrangement we shall place 
the statistics of precipitation before those of temperature, 
and for convenience sake, while speaking of this subject, 
shall divide the year into two seasons. What may be 
termed the wet season usually commences about the first 
of April, and continues six months. The records of mean 
annual precipitation, as kept at Fort SneUing, five miles 
above SL Paul, extend over a period of nineteeo years, and 
correctly represent the amount of precipitation for this 
place, and its vicinity. The table annexed shows the 
monUily mean for tlie six months of wet season at SL Paul, 
and also tlie some for the corresponding months at New 
York. 
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The following table shows the mean precipitation for the 
tix months of dry-season, commencing with October, and 
the same for the corresponding months at New York. 
At FL SlMlTIng, 1» ytara. At New Tork, It yean. 

*>IOfb«i, 



Hoy 



Jan. .. 
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We notice here & meaD for the »i months of drj season 
in Minnesota a fraction less thao one inch per month. 
ElceM at N»w ToU Ibr Iba lama (Ima ... H IB iDcbel. 
Xiaeaa for tlia year al Naw Vork II 4g - 

When we compare the annua] mean amount of precipita- 
tion here, with that of the New Encland and Atlantic 
States, the contrast is striking. The following table is so 
uran^ as to diow the mean, maninium, and minimum of 
precipitation for a series of years at a considerable number 
of places in our Atlantic and inland Stales, 
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That comparative absence of moisture is one of the dis- 
tinguishing characteristics of the climate of Minnesota the 
foregoing statistics conclusively demonstrate ; and this com- 

n risen not only holds good with reference to the Atlantic 
i applies to most of our inland States. 

TEHPERATUBI. 

The mean temperature of the climate of Minnesota is a 
number of degrees warmer than in corresponding latitudes 
in our Atlantic and New England Slates. 

This remarkable increase of temperature, as we approach 
the central portion of this continent, constitutes one of its 
striking peculiarities. The following table is bo arranged as 
to show the mean of temjwrature for the different seasons 
and j'car at St. Paul and other points on the same parallel 
of latitude. * 
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The foregoing statistics demonstrate the fact that ai 
Paul the annual mean temperature is one or two deg 
higher than at other points situated on the same para1l< 
the Middle and Eastern States ; also, that its spring mee 



from two to six, and its summer from two to eight degree* 
higher than that of other points situated on the same 
parallel. Its autumnal mean averages about the same, and 
its winter mean is from Uiree to seven degrees. 

The arrangement of the following table designates points 
having the same yearly mean of temperature as St. Paul, 
but situated in a lower latitude, and also in a striking man- 
ner shows the mean distribution of heat for the varioos 
seasons of tlic year. 
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The above statistics show the annual mean temperature 
of the climate of St. Paul to be the same as that of the 
Middle and New England States two degiees further south, 
and that its spring mean is from two to seven, and its 
summer from three to seven degrees higher than that of 
those Stales two degrees further south. Its autumnal mean 
averages nearly the ^me,and itd winter range is from three . 
to seven degrees lower. This subject is most forcibly 
illustrated by a reference to the isotherms of the Continent 
The following table gives a familiar and forcible illustration 
of Uie chmate of Minnesota, designating places which have 
the same mean temperature for the respective seasons of 
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The Isothermal lines of mean temperature for the season 
and year, as laid down by Lorin Blodget, Esq.,+ indicate for 
Minnesota, in the vicinity of St. Paul, a mean spring tern- 
peratuie, correapondin? to tliat of central and southern 
Wisconsin, northern Illinois and Indiana, southern Michi- 
gan, central and southern New York, northern Connecticut, 
and central Massachusetts. A summer mean corresponding 
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with that of southern Wisconsin, northern Itlinois and 
Indiana, southern Michigan, northern Ohio, central and 
■' " . ■ ^^j Bouthern New York. lis 



Vennonl, and Maine. lie winter, with Dorlliern 

Bill and New York, central New Hampshire, Vermont, and 

sou them Maine. 

Those who have not attentively studied the isotherms of 
the Continent will be surprised to learn the extremes of 
latitude which thej traverse. The lines indicating the 
mean temperature of 45" for aprinfr, and 70* for summer, 
commence on the Atlantic coast, the former on the 43d, and 
the Utter on the 40° parallel. They gradually incline to 
the north as we trace their course westward, until having 
passed the great lakes they turn abruptly to the north 
west, crossing the 45° at St Paul, and reach their highest 
point on the Slst parallel in the British possessions; then, 
curving around, descend east Of the Rocky Mountuns, 
including in their circuit a vast area of country lying 
between them and the upper Uissiasippi valley, wtucb has 
the same climatologicol features. 

Referring to the lisothermal charts wbap^ he had laid 
down, Mr. Blodget remarks, "It will b^seen that the 
thermal lines for each season are thrown northward further, 
on passing Lake Superior westward, in the charts of this 
work than in th(we of the Military ReporT prepared by the 
author. At the time those were drawn the number of 
observations beyond the limits of the United States was so 
small that the full expression was not given to the statis- 
tics then used, in the fear tliat some correction would ulti- 
mately be found to apply to them, reducing the extreme 
northward curvatures they indicated. But a further coUeC' 
tion and comparison warrants the position now given to 
the thermal lines, placing them further northward than 
before, and extending Ihera ia a course due northwest from 
Lake Siiporior to the 53th parallel For the extreme sea- 
sons. Winter and Summer, this accurate diagonal exten- 
sion of the thermal lines across the areas of latitude and 
longitude is very striking." How imperfect a criterion 
parallel lines form, by which to judge of the climate of a 
continent, is here manifest. 

(Tvbtamanued.i 

EEPORTS ON 

SOME RECENT IMPROVEMENTS IN MATERIA 

MEDICA AND THERAPEUTICS. 

Bt EDWARD H. JANES, M.D., 

II. 

ANABConira AS AH .amPBRioDio. 
Tbi prospect of an ultimate failure in the supply of quinine, 
or even the increasing expense attending its employment, 
is suCGcient to induce the profession to hail with pleaaura 
the introduction of any new remedy that may serve, in some 
degree, as a substitute for this world-renowned specific for 
intermittents of every grade and type. A number of reme- 
dial agents have already been added to the list of antipe- 
riodics, each having its advocate by whom its claims are 
presented to the profession with the utmost confidence, and 
in the most favorable light. The employment of anarcotine 
aaan antiperiodic isnotaltegethernew. Weleam fromour 
Standard works oa materia medica that Dr. Roots, of Eng- 
land, was induced, by the bitterness of its salts, to employ it 
in intermittent fever, and that Dr. O'Shaugbnessy, of Cal- 
cutta, obl^ned the happiest results from its use, considering 
its antiperiodic powers superior even to that of quinine. 
He gave it in doses of three grains three times a day, and 
never found it to produce narcotic eCfects, headache, nau- 
sea, or constipation, but to act powerfully as a diaphoretic. 
He gave it " with the futl expectation of arresting the next ' 
periodic return of fever." The testimony of these two gen- 
tlemen seems to have attracted but little 



e attention among 



the professnon, yet recent experiments have shown that the 
article possesses sufficient therapeutic value to entitle it to 
more confidence tban it has hitherto received. The Inkian 
Annalx of Mtdieal Seitnu, for September, contains an ela- 
borate report of Dr. A. Garden, of Ohazeepore, addressed ■ 
to the Deputy Inspector General of HospiUls, giving ibe 
results of SIX hundred and eighty-four cases of intermittent 
fever treated by this remedy, and tabulating them in vari- 
ous forma, so as to represent the severity of the cases 
treated, the duration of treatment, the amount of anarcotine 
used, economy of the drug, and various other points of 
interest. Before examining the details of this report a few 
words concerning what is already known of the natural 
histery and properties of anarcotine would not be out of 
place. Anarcotme has been usually known by the name 
of narcotine, from the erroneous impression Uiat it repre- 
sented the narcolJo principle of opium j though in truth 
^hen pure it contains no narcotic properties whatever ; and 
hence it has been proposed to spell it with the prefix o, in 
order to correctly designate ite real character. It is known 
as one of the crystalline constituents of opium, "obUined 
by extracting the ai^ueous extract with ether, which upon 
evaporation leaves il nearly pure." It is described as con- 
sisting of white, ^Iky, flexible, acicular crystals, without 
taste or smell, insoluble in cold water and alkaline solu- 
tions, slighfiy soluble in boiling water and cold alcohol, 
more readily soluble in hot alcohol, ether, and the diluted 
acids, also in the volatile and fixed oils. With dilute mi- 
neral acids it combines te form salts of a bitter taste, in one 
of which it is administered generally in the form of a sul- 
phate. Chemistry has given jis four homologous varieties 
of this alkaloid, viz. the normal, the methylic, the elhylic, 
and the propylic anarcotine. Each of these has a different 
chemical formula, and when trfated with caustic potash 
they yield respectively ammonia, methylamia, ethylamin, 
and propylamin. This, however, is a matter of more sci- 
entific curiosity than of therapeutical importance. Anai> 
cotine, when administered in doses of gr, sa. to gr. i., acts 
as a tonic, increasing -the appetite, and giving general tone 
to the system ; by larger doses the action of the heart is 
increased, the pulsations become more frequent and fuller; 
and in still larger doses ^gr. v. to gr. x.), it produces in- 
creased warmth of surface and diaphoresis. Nausea, giddi- 
ness, and sometimes vomiting have followed the adminis- 
tration of large doses, while some claim to have given it in 
doses of twenty, thirty, and even sixty grwns, with entire 
impunity. This discrepancy may arise, perhaps, from the 
use of an impure preparation, or from the general state of 
the patient's nealth contra-indicating its employment. 

The value of this article as an antiperiodic is what now 
claims our more immediate attention, wid a brief atetract 
of Dr. Garden's report will enable us to judge, as far as 
the testimony of otheta ia concerned, with some deme of 
mtelligence in reference to this part of the subject Dr. G. 
commenced the use of anarcotine during the prevalence of 
what he calls " a most severe, and fatal epidemic of fever," 
and during the months of October, November, and Decem- 
ber, 1859, and January, 1860, he administered it to 625 
patients^ among which nine deaths occurred. In order to 
thoroughly teat the value of the drug accurate notes were 
kept of 194 cases of quotidian and tertian intermittentsi 
and these he has arranged in tables of different forms, from 
the examination of which we learn that in 154 quotidians 
the remedy &iled in four, and in forty tertians it failed to 
cure in three cases, making tba percentage of failures 36, 
or one in 2771 in which the continuance of the symptoms 
after a fair trial made it necessary to change the treatment, 
from which he concludes that in this view the remedy is 
fully equal to quinine. Of the 150 quotidians cured the 
treatment did not commence till after the occurrence of the 
fourth paroxysm ; and in tertians not till afler the third or 
fourth. In the former the fever returned on an average 
2'48, and in the latter 254 times after the first administra- 
tion of anarcotine ; though iu nearly one-fourth of all the 
cases the first dose cheeked the fever .so that it. never 
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returned, and in nearly two-thirds of the cases treated the 
fever was cured after the return of the second paroxysm. 
These facta are considered sufficient, at least, to entitle 
. snarcotine to rank ader quinine as an anijperiodic. Id an 
economical point of view the author's figures are plain 
and coDclusive. In quotidians the average amount required 
in all cases, including the amount given on the first day on 
which the paroxysm did not return, was not quite one 
scruple ; which, together with the amount taken during 
convalescence, made an average of a little over thirty-five 
grfuns a case. The average amount required in tertians 
was greater, being 578 grains. In aJl (he cases of both 
types the average amount required to eflect a cure was 
227 grainsj and that t*ken during convalescence was 16'3 
grains, or m all thirty-nine grains per case. In order to 
fiilly appreciate this part of the subject, it must be remem- 
bered that these notes were taken during the prevalence o£ 
a severe epidemic, in which many cases proved rapidly 
fatal when not treated, and all were more than ordinarily 
difBcult to cure, and especially proDe to relapse, making it 
absolutely necessary to continue the use of the medicine for 
some days after the cessation of the fever. It is not pre- 
sumed that anarcotlne is of equal value to quinine ; but • 
remedy that fails in only 3*6 per cent, of all cases treated, 
and cuts short the fever before the occurrence of the third 
paroxysm, deserves at least the second place in the ranks 
ofanti-periodics. Occasionally disagreeable symptoms were 
caused by large doses, such as nausea, giddiness, and vomit- 
ing. These for the most part were obviated by diminish' 
ing the dose, while the Irequency of administration was 
increased. Of its value in tlie treatment of remittent fever 
Dr. G. has kept no records of his experience, but his gene- 
ral feeling is not ho muoh in its favor. The doses used 
during this eoidemic were as a tonic, gr. ss. combined with 
a sm^ eice^ of sulphuric acid ; and as an ontiperlodie, 
grs. iss. to gr. iij. The tendency of the remedy to consti- 
pate the bowels made it uecessary to commence the treat- 
ment with the administration of a cathartic, and the occa- 
sional use of some mild lajtative. Such is the testimony of 
one whose large experience and careful observation emi- 
nently fit him to apeak with intelligence on the subject, 
and which strongly supports the opinion formed by Dr. 
O'Sbaugnessy and other medical officers many years ago. ^ 

AMAUROSIS BY INJURY OF THE SUPRA 

ORBITAL NERVE. 

Bt henry D. NOYES, M.D. 

It has long been observed that blows upon the supra- 
orbital region sometimes cause blindness. The special 
lesion has m certain cases been asserted to be simply con- 
tusion of the supra-orbital branch of the trigeminus nerve. 
On the contrary some pathologists declare the blindness 
must result from lesion within the eye. 

Mackenzie discusses this point at some length, pa^ 150, 
quoting from Beer, Morg^ni, and others. He admits the 
poRsibility of ihe agency of the supra-orbital nerve, and 
olTers the hypothesis that an irrittftlon communicated to 
the brain by the injured nerve causes a "reflex disease, 
probably Inflammatory, to be propagated to the optic nerve, 
and to other nerves, concerned in the function of vision. 
Other authors, whom it would be tedious to quote, invoke 
concussion or apoplexy of the brain, concussion of the 
retina, hsmorrh^e within the eye, etc., as the explanation 
of the loss of sight. 

Mr. Haines Walton, in the second edition of his book, 
the " Surgical Diseases of the Eye,'' at page 34, goes into 
this subject. He had occaaon to investigate the matter 
carefully, because called to testify in court in a claim for 
damages for a slight wound of the eyelids. The question 
of amaurosis depending immodialely or ultimately upon in- 
jury of the nerve was raised by the plainUff's counsel. Mr. 
Walton testified that in his opinion "mere injurv of the 
nerve-branch on the head can have no effect on the ftino- 



tion of the retina; that loss of sight, when associated with 
such lesion, is due to coincident Injury of the eyeball." He 
also presents cases which he observed, where after such 
injuries blindness followed without external evidence in 
the eye to account for it, hut in which by the ophthalmo- 
scope he discovered detachment of the retina by tuenior- 
rhago beneath i(, also evidences of iritla, disorganization of 
the vitreous humor, choroidal atrophy, etc. 

This subject was singled out for comment in a recent 
review of Mr. Walton's excellent treatise, and I have a 
case to record which bears directly upon the question at 
issue: viz. whether contusion of the supra-orbital nerve is 
competent to cause blindness without coincident Injury of 
the eyeball, and without the intervention of inflammatory 
processes. 

Dr. J. R., Bst. about 48, five years ago was living and 
practising medicine in Central America. He had an attack 
of erysipelas of the face, during which he became delirious. 
At a time when unguarded and in dehrium he rose from 
bed, and in moving ^ut the room accidentally struck his 
forehead against the wall. The shock and pain startled 
biro, and made him conscious of having received a blow. 
The next day I^Jelt piain and swelling m the integument 
about the right eyebrovv, and he remembered the accident 
of the previous day. This shows tliat the delirium was 
not profound. Under the effects of erysipelas his eyelids 
were closed, but when they could be opened he found his 
right eye totally blind. The Interval elapsing from the i' 



there were no evidences of inflammation ; the pupil ci 
tinned active ; there were no muscte, no phosphenes; there 
was no perception of light The skin of the forehead and 
scalp, to which the right supra-orbital nerve is distributed, 
remained partially insensible for three years. For a year 
and a half^past it has recovered normal sensation. 

The doctor kindly allowed me to make a carefiil inspec- 
tion of his eye with the ophthalmoscope. Before instilling 
a solution of atropine I noted the pupil to be a trifle 
larger than the opposite, not prompt in movement, but 
contractile, not perfectly circular ; there is occasional 
divergent aqnint to a slight degree. By the most careful 
test I could obtain no evidence that this eye had the least 
I>erce|)tion of li^ht There remained no external marks of 
irrejrularitv 

there were no unusual appearances in its external aspect. 
The pupil was dilated by atropine, and I carefully explored 
the interior of the eye with the ophthalmoscope. The 
media were perfectly trmsparent, no spola or strite in the 
lens, no Bocculi in the vitreous, The retina in situ, no ab- 
normal appearances about the macula lutea. No transfor- 
mations in the choroid ; Its tissue unimpaired by either 
atrophy or exudation. Tho optic nerve of a slight rosy 
tinge, without central excavation; with no diminution in 
size, there being no shrinking from it of the choroid. The 
branches of the arteria centralis not quite bo large as usual, 
but the veins of a size corresponding to the calibre of the 
arteriesj I scanned the nerve very critically, expecting to 
find in it the explanalion of the bUndness. I examined its 
surface by the upright image, the direct method, but could 
discern no evidences of atrophy, or other change of struc- 
ture. I have seen not a few Instances of atrophy of the 
optic nerve, and am familiar with the appearances they 
present, but between them and this I could establish no 
similarity. 

Now what do the facts show, and what inferences can 
be drawn from them? There was a blow over the eye- 
brow, proved by the doctor's memory, and by the succeed- 
ing swelling. The supra-orbital nerve was Injured, proved 
by ihe partial anEesthesia during three years afterwards. 
There was no violent inflammation in the eye, because the 
erysipelas abated eoon enough to discojer this hat. 
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Neither was there ft htemorrhage either into the vitreouB 
humor or behind the retJDa; the proof «gaiDst the fonner 
ia that unless ihe tlot occupied the whole ritreous it would 
not have caused total loss of perception of light, and had 
the blindoesa depended upon thia,' when the clot was ab- 
sorbed, aome sight would return. The same ia true of 
apoplexies of the retina. Against hcemorrhage behind the 
retina the proof is, that after such a lesion the separation 
alwaja persiata in some degree, and can be discovered 
with the ophthalmoscope. 

The loss of sight waa not from subacute or chronic in- 
ternal inflammation ; such a procesa would not have caused 
the sudden and complete blinducsa, and it must have left 
traces in the vitreoua numor, and in the choroid ; moreoTer, 
all inSamniatorj symptoms were wanting ; and they would 
have ftttracied the notice of an intelligent medical man. 

Lastly there waa no atrophy of the optic nerve — the signs 
of this state are briefly, extreme whitenesa of its subetSDce, 
diminution in aize of the disc, shallow central excavation, 
excessive tenuity of the arteries with dilation of the veins, 
mnd often a ring of sclerotic surrounding the disc, made 
visible by the shrinking of tlie nerve. All theae signs. 
Thicb, if preaent, must have become strongly pronounced 
during five yeara. were wanting. The alight decrease in 
the aize of the arteries waa wholly uiUike uiat in atrophy 
of the nerve. 

Concussion of the retina remains. I do not see how thia 
could have been confined to only one eye. Moreover, thia 
condition, if it does occur, is regjarded as uaually of tem- 
porary duration, and followed by more or teas complcrte 
recovery. The supposition of leaion of the brain by the 
accident, such as htemorrhage or concussion, would seem to 
be negatived by the blindness being upon only one eye, 
and by the absence of all corrcapunding symptoms, as con- 
vulsions, stupor, paralysis, or pain. The delirium present 
at the time was of a mild type, and that the injury did not 
impair the cerebral functions is shown by the lucid inler- 
val of the next day, when the fact of having been hurt waa 
remembered. 

Up to this point I have argued the case with negative 
results. As to positive concluaions I have none to oDer. 
I do not profess to explain the chain of sequence, but thia 
case eeema to me to prove that there ia a direct, although 
occult connexion, between injury of the supra-orbital 
nerve and the functions of the retina. By direct I do not 
mean that no other tissue may be implicated, but that it 
is not necessary lo suppose intra-ocular leraon. 

This result does not invariably follow. The nerve may 
be severed, pricked, and bruised, without affecting vision, 
yet in other oases the contrary will follow. This result is 
not analogous to the destruction of vision by division of the 
taof the fidh pair of nerves, for that ia by sloughing of the 
' - - . J . — - supply enfeebling the nutri- 



'e indebted for his readiness to permit bis case to be exa- 
mined, and to be recorded fur the benefit of science. 

The loss of eight was the direct result of the blow— it 
waa immediate — it waa total No cduse appears to explain 
it, save the injury to the supra-orbital nerve. Yet how to 
connect these &cta understandingly ia certainly very diffi- 
cult. It might be alleged that the lapse of five yeara from 
the injury to the ophthalmoscopic examination renders it 
impoaaible to reason conclusively upon the cause of the 
loss of sighL Such an assertion might be admitted if 
there had been recovery of vision, but, since the patient 
continues blind, the lesion which produced blindness ao 
suddenly at first must still be in force, and if within the 
eye, should be discoverable, unless it be the microscopic 
elements of the retina which have suffered disorganization. 

3TB Foorth Arnnie. 

The salaries of the Professors at the College do France, 
and at the Academy of Scieflces, have been fixed at 75CKI 
francs. 



%tpxis of fospitals. 

NEW rORK nOSPITAL. 

INJUEIES OF THE HEAD. 

lEIR NATURE AND TftBATUEHT, WITH ILLtTSTRATTTE OABBS, 

Bj D. B. Bt. Joan ttontn, U.D., uid 3uta I. Linxa, M.D., 



I. — Mabt J. MoCoi.M>cn,a!t. 7, was admitted SepL 14,1861. 

(Dr. Markoe, attending surgeon.) This little girl, with her 
sister, was precipitated to the ground, by the giving away 
of an old ahed on which they were playing, falling a dis- 
tance of about twelve feet. On admission a contuaed scalp 
wound of a triangular shape was observed over the right 
parietal eminence; the bone waa not exposed, and- on a 
careful examination no fracture could be made out. The 
wound waa dressed with cold water, and as soon aa it 
began to granulate Peruvian balsam waa applied, and tha 
edgea brought together with adhesive atraps. Patient com- 
plained of no pam in her head, and waa playing about the 
ward the day afler the injury. On the fifteenth day the 
wound had almost entirely closed, and she waa discharged 
apparently cured. About a week after her discharge she 
was again brought to the hospital. Her parents gave the 
following statement of her condition while at home: — The 
second day alter her diacharge ahe ate cakea, candy, and 
very heartily of meal, which resulted in the overloading 
of her atomach, and vomiting; ahe became very irritable 
and somewhat feveriah at nigiit, and on the third day had 
a chill, followed by profuae sweating: no medical attend- 
ance was Bought for, and she graduBJlygrew stupid, and on 
tlie sixth day had a severe convulsion followed by coma; 
she was then brought to the HoapitaL On admission her 
symptoms were those of compression of Uie brain; — Coma, 
dilatation of both pupils, paralysis of lefi arm and leg ; putae 
120, bard and irregular ; urine and faeces escaping involunlA- 
rily. One xamination a pufiy, semi-fluctuating tumor, about 
two inches in diameter, was found over the ri^t parietal 
bone, and near the wound. The wound had almost entirely 
healed. 4. 'consultation being called, it was decided to 
make an incision through the tumor down to the bone. 
This waa done, and a collection of pus was found undor 
the pericranium, and a careflil examination revealed a cir- 
cular fissure, about an inch in diuneter, without any 
depression, a little above the original wound. The sur- 
rounding bone was dark and dry in ita appearance. A 
button of bono was removed by a small trephine from the 
ouliir edge of Ibo fracture. As soon as Uie trephine was 
removed pua oozed up through the flsaure made by the 
inatrument. The removal of the piece of bone gave exit to 
about J iBS. of very thick, fetid pua. The bone for some 
diatance surrounding the fi'acture waa very dry, and sofler 
than naturoL Enough bone was removed by the rongeur, 
to leave an opening about an inch and a half in diame- 
ter. The collection of matter seemed to be situated between 
Uie dura mater and skull, the brain aubatance not being 
expoaed. The operation waa followed by no alleviation of 
the aymptoms, the patient surviving four hours. It ia to 
be regretted that no post-mortem examination could be 
obtuned of thia caae, the parents and the coroner refiiaing 
to grant one. 
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II.— Aimie McCulloch, »t. 9 years, was admitted Sep- 
tember 14, 1861 ^Dr. Markoe, aitending surgeon), having 
received ber injunca at tlie same time, and in the same 
manner, as the foregoing case. On admission a semicircu- 
lar scalp wound, of about two and a half inches in length, 
waa found, situated over the vertex, the pericranium heing 
uninjured. On careful examin^JMi n<^J^p^ty^^«fl^l)« 
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toms: — Comi, pnLie aiity, surfcoe cool, pupils modenitel, 
contracted, respiration slow but regular, nDd jwm«(inj. She 
* wu placed in bed, wbeo heat was applied, and a stimulating 
Injection given. PaUent reacted prompily, and for the 
first eight days appeared to do pretty well. Cold water 
dressings were applied to the wound, milk diet given, and 
the bowels kept free. On the 8th, patient was somewhat 
worse, quite fretful, and for the few last nights quite rest- 
leas, being disposed to cry out in her sleep; pulse 120 
and smalt. On eicaminalion of her head some tumefaction 
appeared over the left temporal bone, about an inch below 
the wound. A free iccision was mode, allowing the escape 
of a small quantity of pus. A mercurial catbartjc was 
ordered, and also a blister to the nape of the neck. On 
the tenth day the patient did not seem lo be improving; 
her pulse 120, weak and irregular ; pupil of nght eye 
somewhat dilated, while the left was contracted ; she bad 
besides a severe spasm, followed by paralysis of the right 
arm. 12th day. — Patient bad a chill, which lasted several 
minutes ; this passed off and slie fell into a sleep. The day 
followin^.she had two chills. A swelling was then observed 
over the lefl parietal eminence ; this was opened, allowing 
the escape of some pus; the bone exposed by (his incision 
was observed to be dry and yellowish. From this time the 
patient bad one or two chills every day, and what is remark- 
able the left cheek during the chill would be colder than 
the rightj and during the febrile excitement following tlie 
chill &e left cheek would be redder and warmer than tlie 
right. This was observed to occur during every paroiysm. 
Patient's intellect remained tolerably good; she recognised 
her friends; she was, however, very irritable, sleeping but 
litde night or day. The wounds did not seem disposed 
to he^ havii^ a dry and glased appearance. These 
tymptoms continued, patient at times appearing to be 
iJetter; sometimes, after a chill getting up out of bed and 
dressing herself, would walk about the ward, it being im- 
DOBsibla to keep her in her bed without tying her down. 
Several times there would be an intermission of the chills 
for two or three days. No collections of matter were dis- 
covered, except a small abscess over the sacrum, which was 
opened, and gave no fiirther trouble. She also complained 
at times of severe pains in her elbow!>, knees, and other 
jointa; no tenderness, however, or distension of them was 
notictNL During this time her appetite Was pretty good. 
In the fifth week severe bronchitis set in, and she died of 
cheat symptoms on the 41st day after tlie injury. 

Autopty. — The coroner utterly refused a post-mortem 
' ■' ■ ' t the father was finally per- 



suaded to allow an examination of the bead to be made. 
The examination revealed a fracture, beginning at the upper 
and central portion of the os frontis^ running outwards and 
downwards to the petrous portion of the left temporal bone, 
without any depression. A small clot of blood, about the 
size of a ten-cent-piece, surrounded by pus, was found 
beneath the dura mater under the squamous portion of the 
left temporal bone, near the line of tracture. The brain 
substance was softened around this clot. No Quid found 
in the ventricles, and no signs of inflammation of the me- 
ninges were detected. The various joints of the body were 
Siunctured, and no evidences of purulent collection were 
aund. It is to be regretted that a more thorough exami- 
nation of the body was not permitted. 

Tlie most important features of this case may be summed 
up as follows:— 1st. The paralysis of the upper extremity 
of the right side only; the dilatation of tlie pupil of the 
right eye, without any marked paralysis of the face or 
lower extremities. 2d. The constant recurrence of the 
(jiills, followed by fever, lasting from half an hour to one 
hour, having sometim^^uily one, and at others as many as 
seven during the day, a^ ai rto tirrt« wiu any sweating no- 
tked a/er the/evtr. 3d. Tbe chill and fever appearing more 
markedly on one side of the face than on tliu other. 4th. 
The great irritability; being fretful, peevish, and restless 
during the whole course of treatment 
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CAPSULAB LIOAMEKT OF TSI BIP-JOINT 
■CiPStlLAB fHACTDRE. 

{CemiKtuifivni pagt Its.) 
Dr. W, R. DoKAoni stated that he fully agreed with the 
first four propositions of Dr. Smith's papr, and was happy to 
have an opportunity of eipresmng hi* appreciation of the 
obligation under which he had placed us all by settling, after 
great and laborious research, points about which anatomists 
have so long differed. To the filth and Mith propositions, 
however, he could not so fiilly subscribe. The fifth propo- 
sition was OS follows ; — " Tbe fine of nnion in a given ^ci- 
men of fracture of the neck of the femur, cannot be said to 
indicate the esact position of the line of fracture, if the neck 
suffered loss by absorption before union occurred ; since it 
is impossible to determine that tbe loss of structure was 
enUrely at the expense of either frogmentof the neck." In 
the negative of tliia, continued Dr. D., I would argue that 
a specimen (and the existence of such is undisputed) m which 
the neck has been entirely removed by absorption, and the 
head is closely united to the shaft, affords the strnngest pre- 
sumptive eviiJence, if not indeed positive proof, thai the line 
of fracture vxu intra-caprulaT. In such a case the fracture 
must have been eitra-capsular ; partly within and partly 
without the capsule ; or intra-capsular. 

It could not have been extro-capsular ; for, firstly, in the 
numerous oases of this variety that have been recorded vriih 
iUustrations by Eobt. W. Smith, the neck is exhibited aa 
retaining nearly its full original length. This is what we 
should expect. Though the vessels are severed which pass 
into it from the continuous shaft, yet there still remain suf- 
ficient sources of blood-supply to mwntain, in the great 
majority of cases, its integrity. The capsular ligament, 
commencing at the margin of the acetabulum, sweeps out- 
wards to its insertion, from which irregular line some of it* 
deeper fibres are reflected upon the neck as (ar as the edge 
of tlie arUcular faci', forming a true periosteum to the neck, 
designated by Dr. R. W. Smith as its " cervical ligament.' 
Tbe synovial membrane lines the inner surface of the cap- 
sule, and is thence reflected upwards on the " cervical liga- 
ment" as far as the head of the bone. Thus the elemeiits 
of nutrition are supplied to the neck, and it retains its 
form. Secondly, extra-capsular fracture is, according to 
Malgaigne and R, W. Smith, accompanied by fracture with 
dispUcement of one or both trochanters. If the specimen 
above quoted had been an extra-capsulor fracture it should 
present evidences of the associated injury ; but none are to 

Could such a specimen have been the result of a frac- 
ture partly witbm and partly without the capsule? I 
cannot recall any cases in which this special variety has 
been carefully described from post-mortem examination. 
Its existence seems lo have been assumed as an anatomical 
possibility rather than proved by either symptoms or 
autopsy. In such a fracture we may assume that a large 
part of tbe neck would remain connected with the head of 
tlie hone, and that the conditiona of nutrition of that frag- 
ment would be analogous to those of the neck in the exlxa- 
capsular form of fracture. The line of fi-acture {to bring it 
into the class partly within and partly without the capsule) 
must cross tlie fosterior aspect of the neck oiUsidt of the 
insertion into that fac« of the normal cawule (which inser- 
tion is usually midway of its length). The synovial mem- 
brane guided by the still attached posterior insertion of the 
capsule, covers the fragment of the cervix connected with 
the head of the bone. This fragment is also _ covered by 
the " cervical ligament'' which is continOods with tbe gene- 
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r*] capsule along the line of its posterior iDsertion icto the 
neck. By tbeae two elructures the nutritive wants of this 
frngment are supplied, and it ia placed beyond the proha- 
bilitiee of absorption. It must also be remembered, in this 
connexion, that the absorbing powers of the head are feeble. 
The beet histologists, Bonman, Eolliksr, and Morel, have 
never been able to detect lymphatics in bone. We have 
th«n no rigltl to claim their out We are thut vp to the vdns 
at the only known absorbent agentt in bont. Could that 
amaJl sohlary vein that runs back in the llgamentum teres 
cause the disappearance of nearly an entire femoral neck? 
I would not deny il some absorbing power. It is well 
known that in intra-c^sular fractures l^at small portion of 
broken neck which remains attached to the head often dis- 
appears up to ihe lerel of the margin of the acetabulum, 
and, in vefy rare instances, the entire head has disappeared ; 
hut in these cases the synoTial membrane covering the por- 
tion thus absorbed was cut off, by the direction and com- 
pleteness of the fracUire, from continuity with the disul 
eft of that membrane, which alone could supply its vessels, 
ence, it added uotliing to nutrition. In this fracture, 
partly extra-capsular, the reverse is true. To quote Dr. 
Geo. K. Smith's words, " absorption ia held in check by 
the antagonistic force of an abundant nutiiLion." But Dr. 
Smith argues that " there are lymphatic vessels in the syno- 
vial memnrane covering the ligamentum teres, which may 
become active agents of absorption." It is true that the 
ligamentura teres is covered by a reflection of the synovial 
membrane, but it is equally true that Ihe articular face of 
the head of the femur is not so covered. It is now an 
acquired fact of anatomy that the synovial membrane does 
not ezt«nd over the cartilaginous, articular surfaces. What 
could the lymphatics, then, of the synovial membrane 
folded around tlie ligamentum teres, do, being obliged to act 
from a distance upon a head and neck from which they are 
separated by a. thick plate of articular cartilage? Again, in 
order that lymphatic vessels may absorb e^ete atoms they 
must be in immediate contact with such atoms ; they must 
be itdtrttitioL Lymphatics of the synovial membrane, then, 
can only absorb elements of the synovial membrane, in 
which they are imbedded. They couid not even absorb 
the component elements of the ligamentum tere?, which' 
they envelop. If this power be claimed for the lymphatics 
of the erynovial membrane that covers the fragment of the 
neck still attached to the head, the same reply may be 
made, viz. that being on Oit turfiux, and not permeating the 
bone, their absorbent power cannot extend to the bone. 
This difficulty is still further increased by the interposition 
between them and the bone of the "cervical ligament" 
Moreover, the feet, already enforced, that in extra-capsular 
fracture, the neck, by the nutritive power of the "cervical 
ligament'' and the synovial membrane, retains most of its 
length, Ehows that they contribute to nutrition and not to 
abaorptiun. In the fracture partly within and partly wiih- 
out the capsnle these two structures are equally in contact 
with that portion of the neck joined to the bead, and con- 
tribute tattler to its integrity than its removal. 

The specimen, then, which we took as a text, cannot 
have been a fracture partly within anjl partly without 
the capsule ; we have seen that it was not exlra-capsular ; 
it must have been intra-capsular. May we not, then, sub- 
stitute Dr. Smith's fifth proposition by assertinfr that a 
line of union of a head immediaUly to the ihajlprovea an 
intra-capeulor UTteo/fraetaret 

The sixth proposition of Dr. Smith is as follows : " Under 
favorable circumstances fractures of tlie neck of the femur, 
external to ttie capsular ligament, unite readily by bone ; 
so also do fractures which are partly within and partly 
withont the capsule; and it is highly probable that frac- 
tures within the capsule, which are Ibllowed by absorption, 
are sometimes united by bone, afler the process of absorp- 
tion has reached a pomt external to the normal capsule, 
where bony material is supplied ; but this, if it ever does 
occur, can never he proven ; for if tlie line of union be partly 
without the normal capsule, it is impossible to determine 



that the fracture was entirely within it, and we can never 
be positive that bony union of intra-capsular fracture has 
occurred until a specimen is presented in which the line of 
union is found to he entirely included by the normal cap- 
In opposition to the statement that "it can never be 
Eroven that a fracture within the capsule is ever united 
y bone after the process of ateorption has reached a point 
external to the normal capsule," 1 have attempted to show 
that a line of union entirely outsi'de of the capsule- proves 
an intra-capsular fracture, which has united by bone. If 
this be true the test that Dr. Smith proposes, requiring a 
line of union entirely "included by Ihe normal capsule, to 
prove bony union of intra-capsular fracture, cannot be ad- 
mitted.. If my view he correct, bony union of inlra-fap- 
tular fracture bat been proved by tpecimeas in which the line 
of union is eniirfly without the capsule. 

I think it is such specimens which shadow forth the 
truth in this much-disputed question. That an iotra- 
capsular fracture, with impaction, might form an intra- 
capsular line of bony union, seems possible, but the fact 
has never been demonstrated. Under anj other circum* 
stances than those of impaction the difficulties in the way 
of bony union within the line of the normal capsule seem 
insuperable. 

May we not assert, then, as the true statement of Ilia 
matter, that intra-eapsular fracture of the nech of the femur 
never can present a line of bony union entirely included by 
the normal copside, unless tn cases of impaction, and that the 
possibility even under these ciTcumsionces ha* not yet been 
deTnonttraled ; but that intra-capsular fractures have tiniled 
by bont, and moy again so unite when the inner fragment 
Ms, by absorption of the femoral part of the neck, been 
allowed to come wholly or partly wi contact with that part of 
the femur which is extra-capsular, and for this reason offi/rdt 
■(UniTidant bony moterialf When such a change in the 
relation of the fragments has occurred the analogy be- 
tween tlieir position and that of the fragments in fracture 
of the anatomical neck of the humerus becomes striking. 
In this latter form of fracture, when there is impaction, 
bony union almost always occurs ; and even when there is 
no impaction bony union is frequently tlie result. {S. W. 
Smith, Nelaion, Cloqaet.) " The reparation of the injurr 
is accomphshed principally by the lower fragment, which 
throws out matter in great profusion." {R. W. Smith.) 
The power in the humeral sbafl of affording reparative 
material cannot be greater than that of the femoral shaft, 
and, the relations of the fragments being now identical, 
why sliould not bony union occur in one aa it is known lo 
do in the other? 
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PiEHRE, a reaper, aged 36, of lymphatic temperament and 
robust constitution ; muscular system of normal develop- 
ment; has always enjoyed excellent hf!altl],end no heredi- 
tary predispositions. Sept. 24, 1861. — Pierre drank with 
some comradi-s in a tavern, when one of them proposed to 
play loumer poignet, and here is what followed : — The two 
tiltt'rs seated themselves face to face at a narrow table. 
Their ell>ow3 rested on the table, with forearm flexed at 
right angles on the arm, and right hand mutually seized. 
The two right hands thus grasped stood almost perpendicu- 
larly from the table. The strongest was to reveree tlie hand 
of his adversary, but without jerkings, and solely by the 
eft'ect of a continued muscular icon traction. Pierre bad to 
contend against a young man of a force nearly equal to his 
the two continued for some moments without 



failing, when tout a coup a crack was heard — Pierre's right 
hand fell upon the table in excessive pun. Itwan^geoli 
IOC ny VjOOvTC^ 
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called found »ll the BignBofa fractured hum enia — deformitj, 
crepitation, pain, and inability to move. The fracture visa 
ailuate near tlie superior third, on a level with tbe insertion 
of the deltoid, and a little under the insertion of the preal 

?nctoral and dorsal ; it seemed to be nearly transversal, 
liere was no apparent ecchymosis. Consoliiiation perfect 
after thirty-five days, and n^ deformity. — L' Union Midicalt. 



M. Marchand believes tliat the bruit» carotidumt under 
puberty are not abnormal, as bis examination of forty-five 
children (eighteen girls, twcnty-Beven boys) composing a 
village BiJhool goes to prove. The youngest girl was four 
years old, and tne oldest thirteen, but had not yet menstru- 
ated. The most of thcni were of strong constitution, their 
freshness of complexion testifying to excellent health ; only 
three of the eighteen were sick — one with rheumatism, the 
seconii had a contraction of the log, and tlie third a lachrymal 
fistula: but notvrithstanding seventeen of them presented 
the souffle caroUdien ; among fourteen it was a continuous 
lovffle, strong, at times rude : in three cases there was a 
■double bruit rfe touffle ; in a little girl of ten years, very 
vigorons, a timbre musical. The pulse in these children 
varied from seventy-six to one hundred and ten. As lo 
tbe boys the youngest was four yeara old, aniJ the eldest 
twelve. All were in good health and all furnished tbe 
brait carotiditn ; in four it was musical ; in sis a lougie 
iniermiUenl ; in seventeen a continued soi'ffU ; pulse varied 
between eighty-eight and one hundred and twenty. — ffo- 
xette Hebdirmadai^. 



PttOPHTLA2I3 

M. Loiseau has had twenty years' experience in tannaging 
the throat for the prevention of dinhlheritip accidents and 
croup, and slat£B that his treatment has been very successful 
When diphtheria is epidemic all adults, on feeling the slight- 
est mal de g^rye, should immediately gargle with an aqueous 
solution of tannin every fifteen mmutes, occasion^ly swal- 
lowing some drops, in order that every part of the throat 
may be submitted to the agent's action. If aflor twenty-four 
hours of this simple medication no amelioration is percepti- 
ble, an alcoholic solution of the same substance may be used. 
The trouble not yet receding, add to the above six or eight 
grammes of tannin, one or two grammes of chloroform, and 
eight grammes of alcohol. If this fails have recourse to tlie 
etherial solution of tannin. In treating a child not old 
enough to gargte, make it drink very little quantities of one 
of the above solutions, andattheeame time blow some pow- 
dered tannin into itii. throat. The strength of the etherial 
and alcoholic solutJons must of course be in keeping with 
the age and susceptibilities of the palieaL — Journal ae Me- 
dicine ei de Ckirurgit. 
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THE CLOSE OF THE WINTER SESSION. 
Tire Winter Session in our medical colleges has closed, and 
there has been the usual accession of recruits to the ranks of 
our profession. At the commencement of the lecture season 
it was supposed by many that tlie attendance of students 
would be exceedingly small, and but little encouragement 
would thus be offered to tBose whosf duly it was to teach. 
We are now happy to state (hat such expectations have 
fallen far short of realization \ although some of our smaller 
colleges in the country have been compelled to close for 
want of patronage, the metropolitan schools have regis- 



tered not far short of the usual number of roatriculanta. 
The condition of war in which our country has some time 
past been involved, has developed a branch of study in our 
various colleges which heretofore was altogether lost sight 
of; we refer to Military Surgery. Lectures on this branch 
have been given during the fall and winter courses in all 
our principal colleges throughout the country, and have 
generally becS well received. They have been attended, 
not only by tlie student and practitioner, but also by very 
many of our army surgeons. Tbe classes in attendance, 
during the past Winter in New York, have given every 
evidence of studiousness. Not only have the College 
duties been well and foithfuUy performed, but the dissect- 
ing rooms have bad their share of occupants, and the 
wards of the Hospitals have been thronged. Several of tbe 
teachers have been so stimulated by the student's desire for 
improvement, tliat they have inaugurated private oourses 
upon important branches, and the success which they have 
met will, we hope, render such instruction a permanent 
feature. Tbe final examinations have been, judging from 
the testimony of the different examiners, very credita- 
ble, and would fain lead us lo expect great things from 
our younger brethren. We would refrain fium men- 
tioning any particular individuals who distinguished them- 
selves by their answers, inasmuch as it might place in an 
• unenviable light very many of those who have already 
claimed for thomselves the honor of having passed the 
"most brilliant examination." It is curious to not« how 
many of such there are in every class of graduation. 

The usual number of prizes have been distributed 
throughout the schools, and there can be no doubt that 
the system so lately inaugurated is in every way con- 
ducive to the welfare of the student, by tbe impetus which 
it gives him to increased exertions. The prizes, for tho 
most part, are liberal in their design ; and those who have 
taken a ahare in their institution deserve tbe commendation 
of all who strive ailer tbe elevation of the status of medi- 
cal (earning. 

It may not bo inappropriate at this time to spieculal* 
on the different courses which will be taken by those who 
have become so recently entitled to the honors and privi- 
leges of our profession. The inducements for emolument 
which the army holds out will be sufficient to tempt a great 
many to enter tbe service, when opportunities are offered 
for so doing; some of these will doubtless remain attached 
to the army even al^r the close of the war, while others will 
commence regular practice. The requirements for entering 
tlie army arc such as to guarantee competency on the part 
of the succcsafiil competitor ; and we consequently can re- 
commend such a' position to every young man as an honor- 
able and distinguished one. The majority of our newly 
made physicians wilt locate themselves at once, but we 
regret to say will soon, from want of patronage, become 
an easy prey to disappointment and discouragement. This, ' 
however, is the common lot of all beginners; but especially 
does it belong to that class who are wont to neglect hospital 
advantages in order to save time. Some will seek admis- 
sion into our hospitals, and adopt a truly reliable plan for 
rendering themselves qualified for entrance into general 
practice. Others will take a tour through Europe, in order 
to follow the celebrities through their wards. The alleged 
advantages of foreign cities are, we are forced to believe, 
more imaginary than real: this is especially the case with me- 
dical students. Fresh from the lecture-rootithCT^ierfptshp 
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unprep&red to appreciate their real wante, and are eaeil; 
led t6 adopt unqualifiedly the peculiar hobby of each clinical 
teacher. Then again, the chances are that they will pay 
moBt attention to all those points 'nhicli they will find of 
the least practical utility in their future career. The case, 
however,, is vastly different with him who has been already 
engaged ia practice, or is determined upon a specialty. In 
either case a definite object is in view, and the proper foun- 
datioD laid for the appreciation of truly useful knowledge. 
The time, however, has come when Americana should 
begin to look seriously at home for advantages which older 
cities have so long laid claim to ; every physician and 
student especially should first improve the facihlies which 
are offered to him by the numerous large and well regulated 
hospitals throughout our own country. We doubt not that 
many, if they should take the trouble to look it up, would 
be astonished at the amount and variety of disease which 
can be seen in our very midst. And this leads us to ask 
the question seriously — Why are such advantages notsought 
after more by those who take an interest in clinical study ? 
The results of treatment in our Hospitals can ceriainly com- 
pare with the best institutions of the kind in any country. 
We are inclined to think that the only essential difference 
that exists between the mode in whichclioical study is pro- 
secuted in America, as compared with the same study in 
other countries, -consista in our want of teachers. Teachers 
who are competent to give thorough and syslematio courses 
of instruction are much needed in all our large institutions. 
When we have succeeded in establishing such a system 
there will be no want of patronage. The right men are 
among us ; all thai is needed is, that they direct their talents 
in this new channel. 

^ It will, indeed, be some time, no matter what particular 
course the young graduate may take, before he becomes 
fully alive to all the toils, anxieties, respOEsibilitiee, and unre- 
quited labors, which are our common lot. He will not, 
however, regret at the end the course he has taken ; he will 
not wish his work any the less severe because his compen- 
sation has been meagre, or any the less benevolent because 
he received so few thanks. 



THE WEEK. 
.Ohc hundred of the sick and wounded of the Bumside Expe- 
dition arrived at this port last week in charge of Dr. 
EiTcacocE, of Massachusetts. Although many were una- 
ble to walk without as»stance when they started, yet so 
beneficial was the voyage that when Ihej arrived here but 
fifteen required assistance. We have several times called 
attention to the importance of establishing military hospitals 
in the vicinity of New York for the accommodation of the 
sick soldiers of the north and easL Large numbers of inva- 
Uded troops now crowd the hospitals in the more immediate 
vicinity of the seat of active military operations, who would 
be greatly benefited by being transported by sea to per- 
manent hospitals, easy of access by water, located in the 
most salubrious district, and having all the modern im- 
provements as regards room, ventilation, nursing, etc The 
vicinity of New York affords sites for the location of mili- 
tary hospitals unsurpassed for healthfulness and acce^si- 
biUty. The banks of the Hudson, with their various ele- 
vations, afford innumerable alee where the health-giviDg 
infiuence of natural scenery would combine with artificial 
appointments in an extraordinary degree. A pavilion hos- 
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pital, located on the Hudson, would do more to restore the 
health of oar northern troops, now languishing in the tem- 
porary structures at the scat of war, than alt the drugs in 
the country. We believe it would haVe been a matter of 
great economy, in saving of money as well as life, if Go- 
vernment had establisbfed permanent hoppitals at such points 
early in the war. But the necessity for these institutions 
is now daily, we fear alarmingly, increasing. The active 
operations of the eipeditionary corps on the southern coast 
are daily adding to the number of sick and wounded, whose 
convalescence wdl depend much, or altc^ther, upon the 
care they receive, and the conditions which surround them. 
Aud the final movement of the army of the Potomac adds 
tenfold weight to our suggestions. _ We are aware that 
Government has located hospilate at Philadelphia, which are 
fulfilling the purposes for which they were designed. But 
there is need of larger hospital facilities, and that need ia 
liable at any moment to become imperative. No time 
should be lost to provide against these prospective wants of 
oar army. 

We hear from every quarter Of the vast field of our military 
operations the warmest acknowledgments of the timely aid 
which the U. S. Sanitary Commission affords to our advanc- 
ing armies. From Ship Island to the remotest camp in 
Missouri come numerous testimonials of the value of the 
labors of the Commission, in providing for the wants of Ihe 
sick and wounded. The public alone suppwrt this ann of 
Qovemment service, and it is but right that they should 
know of its doings. Does the Commission give to the 
country suEBclent information of its operations ? We think 
not It would quicken the public feeling to know of the 
wants of the army at different points, and to learn how far 
those wants have been supplied. We believe the Commis- 
sion cannot do a better act than to instruct its Secretary 
to fiim'ish to the public prints some of the reports of its 
^nts. 



Ik this number we commence the publication of a series of 
papers on the Climate of the Slate of Minnesota, with par- 
ticular reference to its adaptation to consumptives. The 
author, Db. George Lewis, was formerly a practising phy- 
sician of this city, wiio was compelled to relinquish a large 
and lucrative business on account of the development of 
pulmonary tuberculosis in his own person. He was led to 
make trial of a residence in Minnesota, and has found the 
infiuence of that climate highly beneficial. His attention 
having been thus directed to the peculioriiies of the climate 
of that State, he has embodied his investigations in the 
papers referred to. The profession have long been in want 
of reliable information in regard to the alleged advan- 
tages of this climate to the consumptive. In the papers of 
Dr. Lewis that information will be fiimished by one who 
brings to the investigation of the subject a discriminating 
mind, long accustomed to scientific studies. 

Tas Legislature of the State of New York has passed the 
following act to prevent the adulteration of milk, and pre- 
vent the traffic in impure and unwholesome milk. 

1. Any pcriun or persons who sliall sell or exchange, or 
expose for sale, or e:cchange, any impure, adulleralod, or 
unwholesome milk, shall be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and on conviction shall be punished by a fine bt 
not less than fifty dollar?', and If the fine is not paid shall 
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be imprisoned for not less than thirty days in the peniten- 
tiary or county jail, or until said fine and coat of euit 
ehfiU be paid. 

2. Any person who shall adulterate milk witli the view 
of oETerinK the saraa for sale or exchange, or shall keep 
cows for me production of milk for market, or for sale or 
exchaoge, in a crowded and unhealthy condition, or feed 
the same on food that produces impure, diseased, or 
unwholesome milk, shall be deemed ^illv of a mis- 
demeanor, and OD conviction shall be punished hy a fine of 
not leas than fifty doilar^ and if the fine is not paid, shall 
be imprisoned for not less than thirty days in the penileo- 
tiary or county jail, or until said fine and cost of suit shall 
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. Any person or persona who shall engage in or carry 
on the sale, exchange or any traffic in milk, shall have the 
cans in whieh the mjjk is exposed for sale or exchange, and 
the carriage or vebicle from which the same is vended, con- 
^icuonsly marked with his, her or their names, also indi- 
cating by said mark the locality from whence said milk is 
obtMoed or produced, and fur every neglect of such mark- 
ing, the person or persons so neglecting sliall be subject to 
the penalties expressed in the foregoing section of this act. 
But for every violation of tliis act, by so marking said 
cans, carriage, or vehicle, as to convey tbe idea that said 
milk is procured from a different locuity than it really is, 
the person or persons so offending shall be subject to a fine 
of one hundred dollars or im[irisonment in tlie penitentiary 
or county jail, or both, in the discretion of the court 
4. This act shall take effect immediately. * 

We may congratulate the people of this city that a blow 
has at last been struck at the iniquitous system of milk- 
adulteration, which has annually largely increased the mor- 
tJity among children. We hope it will not be allowed to 
temwn a dead letter on the statute books. 
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Cldjical LscrnnES os the Diseases of Wouim and 
CuiLnttBN. By GnuKwo S. Bedford, A.M., M.D., Pro- 
fessor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Chil- 
dren, and Clinical Obstetrics, in the University of New 
York, etc. Seventh JEdition, carefully revised. New 
York : William Wood, pp. 65a. 
The ttveath edition of this work has just been issued, a fact 
wliich more strongly than words attests its popularitv with 
the profession. No medical work in our language tiaa so 
rapidly run through repeated editions. But we must add 
to this accumulative evidence of the value of the work the 
announcement that it has passed through a French transla- 
tion at Paris, and is now being translated into German at 
Vienna. 

The Half-Ybault Abstract of the ^Iedical Sciences: 

No. 34. Philadelphia : Lindsay & Blakislon. 
Tnit American edition of this seml-annuat is now uniform 
with Ihe London edition. It embraeea a lai^ scope of 
periodical medical literature, end may be regarded as a 
complete refiex of the advance which is made in all depart- 
ments of the Medical Sciences.. 



M. PoooHKR, of the Hitei Dieu, practises lie fbtlowing 
method of local anteatbesia in cases of incurved toe nail, 
and with, we are told, complete success : — " A ligature is 
tightly appUed around the second phalanx of the great toe, 
and then lint soaked in tibloroform is laid upon tlie nail for 
two or three minutes before the operation is performed. 
Two patients thus operated upon felt no pain, but only a 
■light sense of tickling." — Brit. Med. Jour. 
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Br PROFESSOE GEORGE T. ELLIOT. 
Gestleiies of the Graduating Class I Brother Phyaicians 
now I Fellow Students always I— This evening's ceremony 
has changed your relations to our College, and given jfou a 
new social position. The hour has come when the indul- 
gence and ireedoui of the simple student life must yield to 
the criticism and self-denial interwover with your futur« 
labors. It is a solemn moment. The brief span of life is 
measured by such events — bright and roseate in antidpa- 
tion — and hallowed in the past by the choicest tints of me- 
mory. Prepared by study, tested by examination, you are 
now enrolled in that army of the defenders of life who battle 
with disease in every climate, in all seasons, at all times. 
Bound together b^ the same aspirations, the same trials, 
the same necessities, there is no brotherhood more truly 
democratic, no republic where prizes more certainly reward 
individual efforL Your fijture rests with yourselves, and 
in that future among your proudest recollections must bo 
those of this eventful year. A year 'which with all its sad- 
ness, and all its desolation, may be the harbinger of bappy 
days, since amid the shock of revolution, the overthrow of 
political schemes, and the destniction of material interests, 
those elements of character which make the true wealth of 
nations are crystaltiiing anew in resplendent shapes whidi 
may challenge the admiration of Eistoi^, 

At the time when tbe natjonal calamity was the greatest, 
at the time when the prospects of our enterprise were the 
gloomiest, encouraged by the Commisdoners of Charity and 
Correction, and the Trustees — some of whose names are 
fiimiliar in your mouths as household words — we laid the 
foundations of that college from which you now issue as 
the first p-aduating class. Confident in the future of our 
country, firm in our conviction that the underlying principle 
of all true medical education rests on the development of the 
student's fitcul ties for enlightened observation — that demon- 
stration was to the study of medicine what action is to 
oratory — we have beeil rewarded Ibis year by tbe presence 
of an attentive, enthusiastic class of one hundred and three 
students, and by tbe beet assurances of its r^id increase in 

Determined to deserve success, and aided by the libe- 
rality of our Trustees, we declare that our labors during the 
past winter presage those results which we believe must 
spring from the alliance of medical teaching with so vast a 
field for clinical demonstration. 

Generous-hearted, noble New York, so busy and so pow- 
erful, receives withm her gates that steady tide of Emigra- 
tion, which, purifying itself by the deposit of the effet*, the 
unfortunate, or the worthless, in living streamlets vivifies 
the land. The aged, tbe sick, tbe imbecile, tbe bop^easly 
depraved, home by tliat mighty tide, as our own Missis- 
sippi bears in its waters foul and useless burdens (expo- 
nents of its force and susceptible of filtration), are here the ■ 
objects of ceaseless care and unwearied solicitude. In the 
suburbs of our city, on the margin of a broad river whitened 
by the suls of a sleepless commerce, there may be seen the 
noblest range of buildings in tbe state, where a thousand 
windows sparkle in tbe cheering rays of tbe sun as they 
stream into wards devoted to uie solace of every human 
woe — " Where hopeless Anguish pours his groan, and lonely 
Want retires to die." 

You know those plsces welL There, in tbe shadow of 
those vast Hospitals, have you been armed for your Htru^le 
with disease. In tiiese wards, by those bedsides, have you 
seen the patient app1icBti«n of the searching analytical laws 
by which we seek to discover the essentiality of disease. 
There you have seen the physician's triumph in success 
from tne joy of convalescence; there you have seen his 
comfort after failure in the absolute proof of a correct dia- 
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gnosia,Mid the employment of the best 1 

mand. " By medicine Lfe may be prolonged, yet Death 

, -will seize the doctor too." 

Tour professors have carefully selected for your study 
cases -wtiich represent the types of disease incident to all 
classes, both sexes, different ages,-«nd special contingencies. 
They have lifted the mask from diseases, protean in charac- 
ter, that you might again and again recognise the familiar 
features; and Ihey have t&u^C you to interpret that won- 
derful Itmguage, in which one organ when diseased appeals 
for aid through another which may he healthy. Passing 
from the cnrwle to the incurable, from the clearly defined 
to the obscure, they have pointed out that which has yet 
baffled investigation, and have shown you with what mas- 
terly strategy and admirable appHanceH modem science 
passes on to future conquests. 

It cannot be that men, educated as you have been, will 
falter in t!ie strife. It cannot be that society will not reap 
from your labore a reward for the performance of its chari- 
table duties. The tai-payer of New York may owe hia 
life in a distant village to the skill acquired at the bedsides 
of Beltevue. Nor do the results uf thorough hospital train- 
ing stop with the immediate benefit to the practitioner or 
his patient Where such a man goes interest is awakened, 
ambition aronsed, routine broken, and the whole cause of 
education developed. Oh! may you be worthy of such a 
future, and look back on a life brightened by high endea- 
vor, and honored by noble results I But never can you 
hope to penetrate the mysteries of disease, and worthily 
interpret their meaning by mere force of intellect alone. 
For sorrow there must be sympathy — for'deapairj courage — 
for inexpcrieqce, advice — for rashness, warmng I The 
throbbing heart must feel that with tlie physic:an come 
safety and relief In no other way will it unburthen ilself. 
The true physician can neither be a stoic nor a puling sen- 
timentalist. His judgment, skill, and sensibilities must go 
hand in hand in the light of his experience to tlie diagnosis 
of mental as of physical aofiering. But how sublime, how 
touching a spectacle is that of humanity in all its gradations, 
from the throne to the hovel, swaying together, and reach- 
ing a common level before the same emotions. In the spa- 
cious halls of Windsor Castle, guarded by the best sanitary 
precautions of the age, the Prince Consort of England, in 
the prime of life, succumbed to that fever which it is the 
pride ofsanitarysgienc© to avert; while but a moment later 
the throng of miners in Hartley Colliery perished from one 
of those accidents which no engineering skill can positively 
prevent, and a village became desolate. Struggling through 
cold courtly conventionalities the widowed Queen mis aloud 
to the widowed peasant, and their voices mingle in the diapa- 
son of a common lamentation. From thechomber of death, 
through the house of mourning, the physician daily passes 
to the contemplation of the purest joys which bless the pil- 
grimage of men. He sees the humble home illumined by the 
smile of a contented spirit, and finds envy enthroned amid 
luKurious decorations. The extremes of the social scale 

' meet him in the same spirit. He listens to the simple 
recitals of magnanimous self-denial, and to the fretful 
whims of pampered self-indulgence. No Asmodeus ever 
saw society so truly as it is. No other profession ever 
bringi man so unreservedly in contact witb his fellow man 
at every step of life from the cradle to the grave. These 
influences form the character of the true physician, and 
make- him tolerant, liberal, forgiving, humble. To him, 
more than to any other man, belongs the blemed privilege 
of explaining faults of character, not only by iaulta of edu- 
cation, butby the influenccsofdisease so oClen lurking in the 
attributes ot health. Like Ithuriet, he touches with his 
spear the evil spirit .poisoning ihe brain, and reason once 
more resumes her sway over the troubled mind. From 
the study of these influences, and from the daily reco^i- 
tion of their efiecls in the sins of umissian and commission, 
the physician sees furUier than others can possibly be 
expected to see into the grand mystery which surrounds 
the reconciliation of Infinite Justice with Infinite Meroy. 



For the honor of human nature be it said, that no man, 
conscious of his own failings, can long pursue such a study 
without being purified from misanthropic tendencies, and 
humbled by the recognition of so many noble qualities sur- 
viving the trials and temptations of life. 

Educated as you have been for jour career, you com- 
mence your labors withanappreciationnot only of the types 
of disease, but of their intimate associations and recipro- 
cal infiuence on the habits and characters of men. The 
laws which will guide ^ou in the future now stand clear 
and sharply defined m the light of their recent inter- 
pretation. How shadowy will they often seem when 
personal responsibihty, physical exhaustion, harassing doubt« 
wrap tbem as in a cloud ; and [>ercbance dishearten you as 
they have disheartened so many otiiers. Ah I thos'e first 
weary, anxious years of professional life, what touchstones 
they are for professional worth I Tljey bear the germ of 
your destiny. Those plastic elements from which you must 
shape your own future lie there ready for your hand. 
Courage, patience, the love of doing good, and an honorable 
ambition, must cheer and spur you to a task, which will 
often seem fruitiesa, often untbankfijl, and never greatly 
remunerative. Nor will half measures suffice. Merely to 
keep the single talent there is as reprehensible as in the 

t arable. Believe not that any profession is overcrowded. 
t were better that every profes.>iion were weeded; but 
talent, ene^, and education will make their way now 
as they have in the past and will in the future. They will 
be welcomed now as ever, after they have sustained a care- 
ful scrutiny ; they will be dreaded now as ever, for human 
nature is always the same. Do 'not believe in the cant 
which whines over an asserted lack of opportunity, and 
slanders another's success. A large practice, a great hospi- 
tal, a professorship, are not necessary for the highest 
rewards of our profesrion. The simple, truthful cases of 
Smellie, observed in a limited country drcle, will live on 
the record ; Sydenham had not a little of the advantages 
which have done so little for so many. Opportunities 
sooner or later will come to all of you, but some may be 
heedless, others unprepared. The period of anticipation is 
never too long if passed in preparation; and many a bril- 
liant career in oar profession has dated from an occasion 
when merit disclosed itself without thought or hope of 

It is told of Dieffenbach, the great practical surgeon of 
his day in Prussia, that hia masteriy performance of the ope- 
ration for etrangiilated hernia, alone, unassisted, in the 
night, by the dim light of an uncertain candle, on the most 
miserable of a miserable class, was the immediate cause of 
his advancement. A gentleman of rank and position, stop- 
ping lo inquire his way, saw the young man triumphine 
over alt his disadvantages, cool, skilful, self-reliant, ana 
found him fitted for any position. 

How many illustrations of these truths might this very 
audieiKe afford 1 Would not their collective experience 
warn you rather against the dangers of loo hasty profes- 
sional anccesB thsn of prolonged preparation? 

You are entering on a new era in the medical history of 
our country. The prizes are sought by a greater number 
of educated men ; and the truth is fully recognised that 
solid success needs the stamp of professionsJ approbation. 
The different languages, and the various schools of Europe, 
are represented here ; and hence, the interchange of opinion, 
and the comparison of results, must quicken endeavor, and 
predestine an alliance of erudition with American fertility 
of expedients full of promise for the future. 

As you pass on to take your places in the arena, and 
are lost for a time amid the throng, believe that the heart- 
felt sympathy and confident bqies of this faculty accom- 
■*pany your steps; and that your alma mater awaita the 
glad tidings of your success as her greatest reward. You, 
I the first born, must labor for her interests and encourage 
us to develop tliese advantages which will further the best 
' interests of medical education. You and we advocate tho 
principle to which this college owes its «dstence^ and be- 
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lieve Ihat the steadj ccntralizatioD of medical schools in 
cities, and the growiii? demand for bedside training, called 
imperatively for that intimate association of didactic with 
true clinical instruction offered in the Eellevue Hospital 
Medical College. Such results as have already attended 
the enterprise warrant our belief tliat it has helped to 
supply a profeEsionai want. 

And now farewell 1 How dimly are the thoughts sug- 
gested by this parting mirrored by these imperfect seo- 
tences. But language is but the eotponent of feeling, a 
dull register of that electric flash which leaps from heart 
to heart. The intimate associations of tlie winter have 
culminated tliis evening, and there is a bond between ua 
for ever. May our college, our profession, our country 
unite in applauding some discovery, some trait of character 
which may make us all proud of our association with this 
class. And in addition to those rewards of professional 
life, of which alone iC befita me to speak, may selPexamin- 
ation lead you to hope that both your thoughu and your 
actions may meet the approval of the Great Physician) 

Farewell 1 
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CHLOROFORM iN MmWIFERT. 

[To tfas Editor or UieAHEUCJK Ubdical Tmta.] 
Sir: — The discussion on Dr. Fordyce Barker's Memoir on 
the Use of AnteslheticB in Midwifery, as well as the memoir 
itself, have excited much interest in Europe ; agreeing, 
as all the observations do, in a large degree, with what 
experience has taught us on the same subject, at this side of 
the Atlantic. 

|i It is possible that the dangers of chloroform loom too 
largely through the heated atmosphere of modem discus- 
Hon, and that the'great prominence given, and possibly 
rightly given, to deaths from chloroform, in newspapers 
and journals, has had some effect in diminishing the use- 
fulness of this most admirable agent Dr. Detmold, like 
my late impulsive friend, Dr. Lever, of Guy's, thinks our 
mothers and grandmothers did very well without chloro- 
form, and so oueht the ladies of the present day ; but the 



1 those things, for the argument only amounts to 
that? Accidents from railways are quite as frequent — if 
not more frequent— than accidents from chloroform, whilst 
in midwifery there has not been a single well attested acci- 
dent from anccsthetica. 

The " cardiac syncope " of the schools, with engorge- 
ment of the right side of the heart — which is supposed in 
the public mind to be the frightful cause of all the acci- 
dents — is not cardiac syncope at all, no more than the 
great fact is a fact that we are going to have a great war 
with America about Mason and Slidell ; as the latter fancy 
still pleases some persons, so the cardiac syncope dogma 
holds ita ground in our leading London medical journals. 
The public have got the idea, and it answers best, what 
with artificial tympanums, ehlorodyne, railway commissions, 
adulterations of mustard or water-cresses, or any half- 
dozen stolidities or quackeries of sanitary science in the 
book-publishing trade — not to run counter to the old ideas 
of heartHJisease and chloroform. Cardiac syncope, as for- 
merly described, is now found to be in fact a post-mortem 
change. It is not syncope, because the heart fails ; it is 
engorgement, because the heart is the last to fail. But the 
book-publishing reviewers are instructed, that all the old 
books with heart-disease as their refi-ain must be first sold ' 
before the new ideas are ^read abroad. In midwifery, 
ons single death Irom chloroform, with a coroner's inquest, 
would enlist all the ehut-up thunders of the Lanixt, or in 
New Burlington street send up the sale of all old cliloro- 
ibrm books Sfty per cent. ; in other words, what appears 



in London journals, or manuals, does not at all represent the 
feeling in hospitals, or in midwifery practice, in the expe- 
rience of Europe generally on chloroform. If it is sternly 
held that chloroform kills like buUets in battle, that 
ail the deaths are from diseased heart, and that there has 
been not a single accident from ether, it is easy -to see how 
public prejudice must grow against chloroform ; yet the 
remarks of Dr. Elliot, fully corroborated by the later ideas 
of my late friend Dr. Snow, in London, as t^i heart-disease, 
show very clearly wliat a bugbear heart-disease has been. 
Tlie experience of Dr. Barker, Dr. Elliot, etc., as to spas- 
modic rigidity, use of forceps, puerperal convulsions, and 
quite agrees with that of the best n 



friend Professor Simpson, of Edinburgh, and Dr. Churchill, 
of Dublin. As to chloroform in forceps cases. Dr. Gardner's 
remarks are excellent; forceps cases are like lithotomy 
cases, where Mr. Fergusson and other good sui^ons now 
use chloroform ; though a short time e^, and for the same 
reason as in forceps cases it was withheld; but this is all 
changed. 

The only point of marked difference between the expe-_ 
rience of America and of Europe in obstetrics is, as to the 
liability to poat-partum haimorrliage ; here, in Europe, we 
scarcely' agree with what Dr. Gardner has found; at tlie 
same time it may be explained in this way, that more 
recently we hare discovered that ergot (and in large doses 
too) may be used with advantage, along with, or after 
chloroform, though half a dozen years ago they were 
looked on in some measure as incompallbles. This, indeed, 
may be one of the points where chloroform dangers have 
" loomed" too largely in discussions of some bookish men, 
and whilst every kind of known quackery, every patent 
drug of the ehlorodyne or sugar-coated pills' kind, every 
kind of medicine-made-popubr style of book is encouraged 
by London publishers. Chloroform is still fighting s direful 
battle with popular prejudice on one hand, and the cold 
water thrown on auesthetics by such editors and pub- 
lishers on the other. Yours, etc., 

Charles Kidd, M.D, 
EACKvn.T.1 SniKT, LaNDOH. ■ 
?eb. to, 18«1 



UNCONTROLLABLE VOMITING AFTER CHLORO- 
FORM. 

JTo lbs Editor or the Auuoah MhhulTub.] 
Sir : — The following ease brings out a feature in the use of 
anesthetics that has not met with much attention :-:- 

A short time ago I was called to a neighboring town in 
consultation to a case of arm presentation. Four physi- 
cians had been in attendance, and were exhausted with 
attempts to perform version ; the patient being under the 
influence of chloroform. I found she had inhaled a good 
deal, the administration of the article having been kep^ up 
for several hours. I therefore objected to its further use 
until the operation of turning was carried far enough to 
cause pain. With considerable care and difficulty I suc- 
ceeded in bringing down the feet, and after some time 
completed the delivery. The arm had been amputated at 
the elbow before my arrival, and as Churchill remAks, it 
was no advantage, as I fully proved during my work. The 
placenta was removed without any trouble. An anodyne 
cordial was administered, and I lejl the woman apparently 
strong and comfortable. I was informed by the medical 
attendant, the next time I met him, that the patient was 
attacked with vomiting which could not be restrained, 
brought on by, as he thought, the chloroform, and she ulti- 
mately died from exhaustion. He could not detect any 
other cause for her death. Does chloroform ever induce 
such unmanageable vomiting ? What do Dr. Barker and 
others say on this point ? 

Tours, etc., 

J. H. POOLBT, M.D. 
DobbI Fnil, Fab. SS, ISM., 
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BARKER ON PUERPERAL DISEASES. 
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CLINICAL LECTURES 
ON THE PUERPERAL DISEASES. 



BKLLETTJB BoePTTAL UEDIGAL COLLEGE. 

By B. FORDYCE BARKER, U.D., 



LEOTUBK III— PAET IL 

08 mrLAHKATIOH OF THE BREASTS AND UAHUARr AOBCESS. 

Prognotu. — This most include the questions not only as 
to the duration of the diaease, that ia, the time required for 
its cure, but the effect upon the general health, the proba>- 
ble recoverj, the posdbilitf of coDtinuing lacution in (he 
Affected breast, and the subseqaent capacity of the organ 
for ita fiinctional duties. First, as to daratton, thic will 
depend in a great measure upon the aeat and tjpe of the 
iudamnutioD, and the character of the abscega as well as 
the condition of the general system. The inflammation of 
the subcutaneous areolar tissue maj teraainata either by 
resolution or by suppuration, and either result is attained 
madi more rapidly than It is where the elandular sLructure 
is involved. Lfntess appropriately treated at an early Bta^ 
it almost always ends in surouration, which usually takes 
place within a week or ten oaya. Even when resolution 
18 secured, tiiete is apt to remain some induistioD of the 
tissue iuTolved, and a dight cause will be suffideat b> re- 
awaken the inSammatioo. Th« snbcuta&eoua abscess is 
usually cured within a week or ten days after it is opened. 
It is very rare that this form of liac^a lasts two or three 

The existence of inflammation of the ttA-glandvIar 
areolar tissue can be very seldom positively determined 



until after suppuration has taken place, and even if it be 
suspected, veiy little can be done by treatment to prevent 
suck a termination. For this and otberobviouB anatomic*] 



reasons, the duration of the sub-glandular abscess is much 
longer tlian the subcutaneous. Inflammation here exhibits 
a marked tendency to become difTuse, while in the former 
case it is ordinarily drcumscribed. Even if it be <arcum- 
scribed, and the pus be formed near the centre of the gland, 
it is very difficult to ascertain its existence, and thus secure 
so early discharge by an artificial opening with the knife. 
If left lo come to the surface spontaneously, the pus not un- 
frequentlj Sadsan exit through several channels, and results 
in those intractable fistulas which I have before alluded 
to. Again, inflammation of the parenchymatous struc- 
ture of the organ is vety liable to be developed as a second- 
ary affection. So if jou look over the published reports of 
cases of this kind, you will see that they are apt to last two 
or three months, and SMuetimes longer. 

The duration of the gUmdular inftammation is usually 
much longer than that of the superficial or profound areolar 
tissue of the breast Its march is much lessrapid, suppura- 
tion takes place much more dowly, and there remains an 
induration which requires a long time Lo disappear. It may 
attack one or more lobules at first, and wtiila these are 

Cing through the process of suppuration, oontiguous 
lea become inflamed, and thus we may have a succes- 
HOn of abscesses tasting for month& A pmdent physician 
will be very guarded in his prognows as to the duration of 
this kind of mammitia, as it is very variable and must 
depend upon the number of lobules successively involved. 
To use Velpeau's illustration, suppoee that the second 
sbecesa does not open until a week (torn the first, the third 
a week from the second, and so on, it is evident that when 
fifteen, twenty, or thirty abscesses are developed, as has 
frequently happened, the poor woman must be a Buffering 
viclim for months. One t)f Velpeau's cases lasted for eight 
months, another aix, several three. lodead, Tdpeau says 
Am. Med. Tihes, Vol. IV., Na 12. 



that from two to three months is the usual duration of this 
form of mammitis. The cases reported by other authors 
confirm this opinion. So, gentlemen, if you conscientiously 
study your cases, and are fully informed sa to all that tl 
known in regard to the laws of Ute disease, its progress^ 
result, and treatment, and have exercised a sound judgment 
in the application of your knowledge ; you need feel no 
self-reproach lor results which are common to thom of the 
largest clinical experience and the acknowledged first prac- 
tical talent. - The next question that arises is, as to the in- 
fluence of mammitis on lactation. The answerwiH depend 
upon the tissue invdved, and the extent and termination of 
the inflammation. Circumscribod inflammation of the 
areoinr tissue, whether superficial or deep seated, when the 
glandular structure ia not implicated, even if it terminate in 
abscess, may not arrest lactation. It may be temporarily 
interrupted, and afterwards completely restored. When 
the inflammation is diffuse, and the pus la discharged br 
several openings, the secretion of milk is usually arrested. 
This may be partly due to the extent of the in flam matron, 
and may be partly owing to the necessary treatment of the 
case. But in these cases, the subsequent ftinctiond capa- 
city of the or^n is not impaired, unless more or leM 
sloughing of tissue haa occurred, and, as a consequence, 
such cicatricial adhesions as must necessarily involve the 
lacteal duels, and the glandular structure of the organ. I 
have found the impreisioB general with monthly nurses 
and with patients, that if a breast be broken, as they call it, 
it will ever after remain useless as an oi^n of lactation. 
But you see that is not necessarily the case. It is the ex- 
ceptional result, in the subcutaneous and the subglandular 
abaee^scs, and is by no means a universal result of the 
glandular abscesses. In the latter it depends upon the 
amount of glandular structure involved. I have seen lacta- 
tion restored and nursing resumed in many cases after the 
cure of glandular abscess. But where there is a sncce^on 
of this form of abscesses, so much structural lesion is pro- 
duced as permanently to destroy the Functional capacity of 
the organ. Hence, I have seen quite a number ot^ women 
in whom one breast haa been compelled to do the duty of 
both. 

As regards the general health of the patient, mammary 
abscess is always a serious and deplorable complication. 
Most patients recover their healtlt eventually-, bnt Velpeau, 
BrnTW, and others, have reported cases where the result 
was Ihlal. I have never known a case to terminate in death, 
but I have seen more than one where I have been very 
apprehensive as to the result Tou can all understand what 
sad havoc may be made on the constitution, by numerous 
suppurating nnuses and large cavities. The patient has re- 
pealed chills, followed by ffever and exhausting perspirations. 
There is generally entire losa of appetite, amounting to a 
toathing of food, frequent nausea, and vomiting of bile, and 
often fliarrboea. The pnlse is frequent and gradually 
becomes more feeble. She emaciates rapidly, the nervoua 
system becomes excessively irritable, the spirits despond- 
ent, the mind wealcened, and sometimes the brain is seri- 
ously disturbed. I know of no affections which produce 
such mental despondency, unless it be some connected with 
the ornns of generation. Dr. Thomas says, sometimes 
the patient becomes furiously delirious, and the symptoms 
would lead to a diagnosis of puerperal mania, when this 
slight collection of pus is the cause of tiie mental aberra- 
tion. I have never seen such a case, but I can readily 
accept the proposition ; and Ramabothara relates a case 
which confirms the statement Now, if we thoreugfaly 
appreciate the gravity of the disease that comes under our 
care, we shall feel the necessity of perfectly understandiitg 
its appropriate treatment. 

TWoftBCTif.— I shall aim to give you minute special direc- 
tions not only in regard to the management of each form 
of mammitis, but also for each q)ecial condition which may 
arise, because it seems to me that most yonng praetjtianerg 
will find the directions given by authors in many particulsra 
vague, indefinite, and unaatiaiaotory, and bacaoa* thero is 
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still a iliSureace of views in Eome points of practice. First, 
then, in regard to the subcutaneous form, it is to be treated 
exactly as yoa would treat pUlcj^onoue iuflammation ia 
Other parts. Tou must, however, remember tbat in/lam- 
ination ie usually (not always) of an asthenic character, 
and consequently antiphloglslic means of an active cha- 
racter are not adoiiasible. I trust all of you have read or 
will read Paget's lectures on inflammation, and if so, you 
will see huw Improper oftentimes antiphlogistics are in 
suppurative inflammation. Well then, if there 
febrile reaction and a liiph degree of vascular e; 
jou will give a diaphoretic sedative, eucli us aconite, tartar 
emetic, etc* To allay pain and procure sleep, at night 
give eight or ten grains of Tully's powder, or of Dover's 
powder. Sometimes you will find it well to aiid to the 
powder a couple of grams of oalomel, and to give the next 
morning a aeidlilz powder or a bottle of the sol. of citrate 
of magnesia. When there is an epidemic or endeniict ten- 
dency lo this form of suppurative inflammalion, you will 
avoid such agents as the aconite and tlie tartar emetic, hut 
instead give your patients quinine, in as full doi^es as the 
aystera will tolsrale iU By the use of diis article you will 
often prevent suppuration, as I have frequently demou- 
BtTAted both in the hospital and in private practice. As for 
the local treatment, an abscess may frequently be aborted, 
if you see tlie ca."i; sufficienily early, by freely painting over 
the inflamed surface with iodine, just as you may abort a 
boil or carbuncle. But in order that this treatment should 
prove successful, I think it is necessary that it should be 

rlied within twenty-four hours of the commencement of 
inSammatorv process. As in other phlegmonous inflam- 
mations, warmth and moisture are of tlie greatest service, 
in relaxing [he tension, favoring tlie efi'usion, and thus 
relieving the over distended vessels. You apply this by 
means of either a bread and milk or linseed meal poultice, 
as hot as it can be borne, or, which I generally prefer, by 
water dressings, that is two folds of lint soaked in warm 
water and covered over with oiled silk, which should ox- 
tend all around much beyond the lint. In this form of 
mammitis^ as also in the subglsndulat form, rubbing the 
breasts, which with some seems to be a routine practice, is 
absolutely pernicious. A moment's reflection will convince 
JOU that it must be so, and yet I have been often surprised 
to see how carcles^y it is {n-escrlbed. So also in these 
oases the application of belladonna is entirely uselen, except 
as it relieves pain. As soon as tlie nbsceea points and the 
fluctuation can be detected, it should be opened in the most 
dependent point, but carefully avoiding the areola, as, if it 
be opened here, the cicatrix may produce retraction of the 
nipple, and thus prevent the use of the breast aJler subse- 
quent labors. Formerly, the professioD were much divided 
as to the question wltetlier mammary abscess should be 
opened, or whether it should be left to burst spontaneously, 
but there is no longer a doubt on this point. However, if 
my patients have a great horror of the lancet, while I tell 
them tJiat they will probably be saved two or three days' 
Buffering, aud the cure will be efiected two or three days 
sooner by opening the abscess, I do not miiit upon it, in the 
subcutaneous variety, as I do in the glandular and sub- 
glandular, for in the latter serious consequences may result 
from a neglect to do so. The poulikes should be continued 
until the abscess is eniptied. But be careful not to apply 
them too long. The breast should always be well sup- 

Krted. If the induration reniain alter the abscesa is 
aled, compression cither by adhesive plaster or by the 
compressed sponge should then be anpUed. I shall discuss 
this point fully in connexion with the other forms of 
abscess. 

'In the treatment of the tuhglandular form of mommitia, 
the same general principles should govern us, as to consti- 
tutional measurca, as in the subcutaueous variety. Either 

• ■•• prMOrlptlaii. pigs a. of piwent vulnms of Mai'icil. Tina. 
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sedatives, anodynes, laxatives, or tonics, like quinine, may 
be indicated, and the indications are too plain to be mis- 
taken by any but tlie merest routinist. But little can be 
anticipated from any topical treatment. Rubbing the 
breasts, for reasons already given, will be worse than use- 
less. The application of the extract of belladonna will do 
little to mitigate the pun, and nothing to prevent the for- 
mation of pus, while its disagreeable offensive odor is a 
strong objection against its use, unless we are certain lo do 
good by it, Furtliermore, if, as Is now generally supposed, 
it has a direct inllnence in arresting thelacleal secretion, it 
may do positive harm, because otherwise this function may 
be preserved. So too compresdon, by any means, is not 
to be thouglit of, and for this reason. The purulent accu- 
mulation is between the breast and the chest, and it seeks 
an exit at the surface. The most favorable point for this, is 
at the inferior circumference of the gland. But if oona- 
pression is used, it may result in the formation of several 
sinuses at the circumference, or the ulcerative process may 
be developed in the areolar tissue between the lobules of 
the gisnd, and subcutaneous abscess appear as secondary to , 
the subglandular. Indeed, several subeutJUieouB abscises 
may result from one purulent cavity between the gland and 
the chest. While these are occaaonally spontaneous resulla, 
it Is certain that comprcesion, especially if it be effected by 
the compressed sponge, as recommended by Dr. Foster, 
must fevor such results, as in the latter case We have com- 
pression and a poultice combined. Poultices in this form 
of mammitis can have no influence in promoting resolntion 
or advancing suppuration. Their sole effect must be to 
■often the tegumentary covering, and they may, for this 
reason, cause the pus lo come to tbe sur&ce at one or more 
unfavorable points. So I never use them in these casea. 
The sole remedial measure of value, is the early discharfre 
of the pus by incision. If the conditions of the cose wiU 
admit of an election, the opening should be made at some 
inferior point of the circumference of the breast, so as to 
prevent secondary inflammation of the glandular structure, 
or of the subcutaneous areolar structure. Sometimes, 
where the signs of subglandular abscess existed, but no 
fluctuation could he detected, I have cleared up all doubt^ 
by biting np the gland from tlie thonuc, and pas^ng be- 
tween Aem an exploring needle. If pus was found in tha 
csoula, I have then made a sufficiently large inciwon with » 
long tenotomy knife, and these cases have been rapidly 

But if the abscess points on the anterior surface, then 
the opening must be made where the fluctuation exists, 
and care must be taken to prevent its closure before the 
pus is ail discharged by the insertion of a tent. After a 
few days compression should be used, leaving the sinus 
open, for the purpose of completely evacuating the puru- 
lent cavity sna promoting adhesion of its walls. 

aiandviar injhmmation, or mommary adtnilu, if you 
prefer to use the less simple term, presents two types. In 
the one, the different stages of the inflammatory prooesa 
succeed each other with great n^idlty. If resolution la 
not obtained, suppuration and cicalriEation require but 
comparatively a short time. Thus among the cases of Vel- 
peau you will find one, in which several lohulea were in- 
volved, terminating in abscess, but completely cured in 
nineteen days. Another case of multiple lobular abscess 
was entirely well in a month. All practitioners of an^ 
experience have met with such, and these are undoubtedly 
the cases, which have led some writers for medical jour- 
nals to believe, that some special treatment peculiar to 
themselves is a great advance upon everything before 
known. But in the other type, IJie different phenomena 
of Inflammation are slowly developed, and the oorreHpond- 
ing symptoms are much less intense, and so you see cases 
reported by Dr. Foster, Dr. Johnson, Vclpesu, and many 
others, running oa for two, three, or four montJis, and 
sometimes for ux or ei^ht months. The first class gene- 
rally occurs in those of vigorous constitution, active circu- 
lation, dieerfiil temperament, and beppy nervous organiw- 
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tioru The second is most fretjuenUy met with in those of 
a Ijrophfttic temperament, an irritable nervous system, low- 
vital powers, and a despondent morale. In the Kr3t cta-ts, 
then, you will readily see that vascular sedatives, saline 
laxatives, anodynes, and an antipblo^istjc reeimen will 
be required, while in the other, us nutntioua a diet as the 
atomach will take core of, stimulanta, such as ale, wine, or 
brandy^ tonics such as quinine and iron, and opiates, will 
be indicated. I take it that it is unnecessary for me to 
say more than this in regard to the coDStitutional treaU 
menL The local demands a much mpre e:cteDded discus- 
aion. lilrsl then, primitive glandular inflammation ie 
almost invariably preceded or accompanied by obstruction 
of the lacteal ducts, or lacted engorgement as it is termed. 
InBammalJon seems for a time to inorease the functional 
activity of the organ in some cases, while oa the other 
band, lactation aleo aggraTat«s the inflammation and in- 
creases the tendency to the formation of pus. Nursing, 
therefore, should be forbidden, as the pain and excitement 
produced by the infitnt at the breast, must act untaforably 
•upon the inflammatory process, but if the lacteal secretion 
appears to continue with activity, the breast must be dis- 
gorged by artiSoial means. TliLs can be best effected by 
rubbing the breas^ gently but perse veringly, from circum- 
ference to the nipple, the hand being lubricated with 
sweeiroil. The rubbing should be continued until the 
breast is soft, and all nodulated indurations have disap- 
peared, and for one or two days this process should be 
repeated every two hours. This is a method which has 



nnd from a large experience, I am able to fully endorse all 
that they have said m regard to its value. Theu, the next 
queation is, what is the beet means of preventing the 
return of tjie lacteal engorgement. Camplior is generally 
believed to exert a ^lecifio influence in diminisliing the 
lacteal eocretion, and so some have recommended that iJiA 
camphor liniment, or the camphorated oil, aa it is popularly 
called, and another baa recommended that a saturated 
eolution of camphor ia ^ycerbe, should be used in rub- 
bing instead of the olivo oil 

But I prefer the olive oil for rubbing the breaat, and 
then to cover it with the ftitract of belladonna, either pure 
or soAened with a little glycerine. Sometjinea I direct 
that the breast should be kept covered with a cloth on 
which the extract of belladonna has been spread, leaving a 
hole for the nippl& Belladonna not only relieves the pain 
resulting from ibe tension of the tissues, but from its 
power of relaxing muscular fibre, it seems to allow a more 
n-ee exit of the mitk, by dilating the lactiferous tubes; and 
within a few years past, it has been believed to possess the 
property of arresting the lacleal secretion, 1*11036 who 
neard me lecture on this-Bubject in this hospital two years 
ago, it is very probable heard me expreee my unqu^ified 
belief, that it does not possess this power; but 1 do not 
wish to be considered as bound by the opinions expressed 
two years ^ce, and I may in another period of two years 
have different views from what you have heard (bis winter. 
A more enlarged experience, and a more careful study of 
tbe subject, luve olt«n led me to change my medical 
opinioni. I now am not so clear whether Ibe arrest of tiie 
lacteal secretion is due to the belladonna or to tbe associated 
e(nditionswhichexistwhen the belladonna bused. But of 
this I am certain that it b a most valuable application to 
the breast, in glandular mammitis^ and I have used it for 
thb purpose (and have also applied it to the leg in phlegma- 
sia dolens), for more than twenty years, f received the 
hint from Dewees, who professes to have got it from 
Ranque, whoever be may be. But to pass on ; if these 
means do not secure resolution, it only remains to open 
the abscess when suppuration has taken place. The open- 
ing should be lai^ enough to allow all of the pus to J'reely 
and easily escape. The next remedial measure, having for 
its object to relieve engorgement of other lobules, to 
remove induration, to prevent purulent infiltration into the 



ai^acent areolar tisue, and the formation aT obstitiate fistu- 
lous Onuses, is eompreition. This should be uipbed so as 
to support the brcesl and firmly compress it from tlie 
centre to the circumference, wiuiout closing the iq>erture 
for the escape of pus ; and is usually best e&ect«d by meana 
of adhesive plaster. There are several modes of applying 
adhesive pUister^ described by different authors, eitlier of 
which may be preferable to all oUiers in certain cases, I will 
not stop to describe each of these methods, as none of tbem 
are adapted to all cases, and some of them are open to this 
objection, that tliey seriously interfere with respiration. 
It is impossible to lay down a definite rule for the appli- 
cation of tbeadhe^ve stripa, because the breast differs so 
much in different women, in tiza, sliape, form, and poritioa 
of attaclimeut on the chest I shall only give you thia 
general rule— aj^ly the straps eo as not lo impede reqiira- 
tion, but so as lA support the breast, and firmly and cqnally 
compress all its parts from the circumference to tbe n^pM^ 
leaving the latter free, and also an opening for the eacap* 
of the pus where tbe distdkaive has taken place. Your 
success in securing these results will depend upon indiv- 
dual tact, and if you have not that, do nitea will supply ita 
place. With regard to oompreeaed sponge, as a means of 
compression, I will only say that I have seen it of great 
service where both compression, and warmth, and moiatnra 
required, that is in promoting resohiUon of i^auduhr 



But it strikes me as liable to two objections in open 
abscess. First, the sponge absorbs and retains the dis- 
chargi-d pus, which in a short time becomes decomposed, 
and b extremely offensive; and second, the rollers applied 
around tbe body, to secure the compremlon, must interfere 
somewhat with tbe respiration, and if tbe compression ia 
to be kept up any length nf time, this becomes a serious 
objection. I have said nothing about tbe use of stimulat- 
ing injections, such as the tine of iodine, the solution of sul- 
phate of ainc, or sulphate of copper, to cure up obstinata 
fistulous sinuses, because I have do experience in their use, 
having never met with a case where they were not readily 
cured by compression. 

iiamtxar^ Neuraii/ia, — I shall say a few words on this 
affection, as a cause of preventing lactation, aince I do not 
remember to have seen any altusion to it by any author. 
I have, however, met with a few cases, where nursing pro- 
duced such intense agony aa to'compel the poor sufferer to 
abandon it. although not tbe slightest disease of either the 
nipple or the breast could be discovered by the most car*- 
ful examinaUon. In the cases which I have seen, tbia 
symptom baa not been developed until two or three weeka 
afler nursing has been commenced. There was not tbe 
slightest pain or tenderness, except when tbe child was at 
the breaat, neither cootd the pain be produced by any 
manipulation of the organ. In one patient, the nursing of 
one breast produced intense neuralgia in both. Tbe first 
few cases that I saw I could do nothing for either l^ 
local or constitutional treatment, and the patients were 
compelled to give up nursine. But those which I have 
seen within a Kw years past, nave been cured by quinine, 
I have given four grains three times a day, gradually 
decreasing tlie quantity aa its specific efliacls wei« deve> 



Tnx hospitals of Vienna are at this present time crowded 
with patients. On Jan. 28th, there were in the Qene- 
ml Hospital 238J patients; rheumatism and fevers, small- 
pox and meades, being the prominent disease*. Our Frencb 
friends, who are talking just now so much against the "*g- 
glomerstion " of the sick, might get some facts from tbe 
bills of mortality of this Qenenl Ho^ital of Vieniia, 

MM. RopuT Ann Coun have presented to the A<^e|D7 

of Medicine an instrument, by which anatomical fnicrpsct^ 
pisls are enabled readily b> obtain sections of animal fxf 
vegetable tissues of the one-hundredth of a '"' '' 
thickness. 
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CLIMATE OP THE STATE OF MINNESOTA, 
AMD m AKAFTjtTiOR TO FEDBONa BuiTEiuira rnoM pHTmaiB 

POLHONAUS. 

Bt GEORGE LEWIS, M.D., 



CanMtnudftvm pagt 1«S. 

A ouBMBT gl«nce *t the iUUstics of men prtdpitation 
Md temperature, whidi we have collftt«d *ad aminged, 
riunra a oombiaatiofi of coincidences most CaTorable to 
TegetaUe growth. The aniform uid ample precipitation 
oC tbfl wat seaMD, commencing with tbe apnng and eon- 
timiing thn>U|j[h tho lummer moBtha, tlie earlj &a(l rapid 
advance of tlie q)ring temperature for a large area of 
eountry, centra] at Fort Snelllng, having an average of 
twanty-«ight degreea, corresponding to that of twenty 
iegreea at eastern atatiotiB, together witli a warm and 
prdduotive aoil, fumish a readj explanation for the rapid 
and lumriant growth of vegetation, and the early maturity 

of Indian corn, and all the cereala which are BO si' 

I'uUy cultivated in the climate and soil of Minnesota. 



i 


9 g « 8 S « S 


1 


« a s s 3 £ :i 

IHllfl 

II 1 III 1 


1 


« * 9 « 1 « S 


■< 


iiiiiii 


1 


» S 5 « 3 ! ! 


1 


s : s : a s 

!!!!!! 

IIIIIK 


1 


a K s s K e a 


1 ■ 


imul 
IIIIIII 




iiii 



The division of the seasons of diOerent sections of the 



country into natural consUnts, or, in other words, with 

reference to the germination, developmeni, and maturity of 
vegetation, has been made, showing the commencement 
and duration of the "leafing, flowerinc, fruiting, and 
dormant seasons." The foregoing (able indicates the date 
of commencement and end of each season, with the num- 
ber of days, duration of each, in tbe vicinity of tlie localitiea 
mentioned. 

This table, while it shows that at this point there is 
ample time during the warm seasons for tne growth and 
maturity of vegetation, at the same time corrects the mis- 
conception HO universally prevalent of the enormous dis- 
paritv in the length of the winter season here, aa com- 
parea with other localities, 

tnOFORMirr of TEUPEBircBi. 

Notwithstanding the fluctuations of winter temperature 

are in tlie main less frequent and sudden in this interior 

climate than on the sea-board, yet the current reports ot 

its unvarying uniformity at from ten to fineen bdow sero, 
the mercury obstinately refiising to rise higher, are great 
exaggerations, as reference \o our meteorological tjiiblee 
abundantly proves. Although uniformity is not charac- 
teristic of either climate, the range of temperature for both 
is limited to very different points on the thermometrical 
scale. While in the one {I relar now to New Todc and 
its vidnity) the mercury vibrates fitfully from point t« 
point above, or from some point above to one below 
freeiing, here its vibrations are from one freedng point to 
another; its more usual range being from fifteen below to 
fifteen above aero. It does not frequently, during the 
winter months, rise so high as the point of congelation ; 
thus winter, having once resumed its sway, seldom relaxes 
its grasp until its icy fetters break before the genial warmth 
of returning ^ring. 

That reports of the remarkable tiniformity of the winter 
temperature of this climate have gained currency, is 
unquestionably attributable to the fact that, when its varia- 
tions do not exceed the point above named, the incon- 
venience felt is BO wonderfully slight, that the system 
scarcely takes cognieance of tbe change. 

Tbe'following Meteorological Eeport, by the Rev. Dr. 
Patterson of St Paul (to whose kindness I am indebted for 
much valuable information respecting this countiy and 
climate), conveys an accurate idea of its range of winter 
temper^ure : — 
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Snow was observed to fall on 18 days, to tbe amount 
of 11 inches. The reduction to water gave -55 of ao 

In Jannary, I860, the amount of bqow was two iochea ; 
water from melting, '10 of to ioolL . 
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Obserraliona of Uie thermometer at 7 A.11., and 2 and 
r,u., give the followiag results ; 
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This comparison ehowa a remarkable uniformity of tern- 

The following table shows the maximum, minimum, and 
range of temperature during the winter monlhg for two 
Buccesaive seasons, at Fort Sneiliog, New York, and 
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While these statistics show greater extremes of winter 
temperature at 8L Paul than at the places above named, 
they demonstrate. Uie facis which we have preTiously 
stated, Ihat at Uiosc places its range is from some point 
sbore to one below freezing, while here, it is from one 
freezing point to another. From the statislica now cited 
the inference must not be drawn, that tlie extremes of tera- 



The following table shows the ;carlv extremes of tem- 
jerature for three successive years at Fort Snelling, New 
fork, and Boston ; — 
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The following table, showing the mean toive of the winds 
at variouB places during the months of January, February, 
March, and December, in each year, for a series of years, is 
transferred from Nellls History of UinncBota.* 

The showing of this table gives a smaller mean force at 
Fort Snelling than at any other point named, which may 
be owing to the fact that, during the cold winter weather, 
the atmosphere is very still. The prevailing winds at tliis 
point are westerly. 
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The following table designates the number of fair, cloudy, 
and stormy days for Buccoasive years at Fort Snelliog, aa 
compared with other stations : 



Fort BotUIOf, 

FBttcdnmbi^'M.f. ;.;!:!:'. 

Fort IndepcndaDn, BotLua*.. 

W«t Polntj^N. T 

Fort UeHanry, B^timon 

Culltlo Bimcki^ B«r PUli'.! '. 
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If the brief period over which these statistics extend, cui 
be considered a criterion by which to judge of fair weather, 

Minnesota does not suffer m comparison with other places. 
The early autumn here, like ttiat cf New England, is sur- 
pasungly fine and beautiful. The late autumn is frequently 
stormy and unpleasant. The transition IVom autumn to 
winter, which occurs the latter Iialf of November, is won- 
derfiilly short and rapid. 

The prevuling sentiment in the minds of those unaccus- 
tomed to dry seasons, which intuitively associates large 
bodies of snow with a northern latitude, the statistici at 
winter precipitation for this country moat emphatically con- 
tradict, ^ving an annual mean of only 1-92 mches. Occa- 
sioually, during the month of NovemBer or Maroh, a tall of 
snow resembling in dampness and weight an eastern sdow 
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Btorm, visits this country, bat such are not of frequent 
occuirenoe. Iw winter stonns we umialiy iuch u would 
not at the eist be dignified by tlie name of bdow storms, 
bat are very fine, li^bt, and dry, the snow beiog freanently 
insnffitneiit in quantit; to make good sleighing, ana when 
melted, requires nearfy double the namber of inches usually 
reckoned, to make an incii of water.* 

We cannot better close tbis article on dinatolo^, than 
bj citing the testimony of lieut, Maory and Mr. Blodget, 
whose united investigations compass both land and sea; — 
" The assertion may, at first, appear unwarranted, but it is 
demonstrable that an area, not inferior in siie to the whole 
United Stales east of the Mississippij now almost wholly 
nnoccnpied, lies west of the 9Sth niendian and above the 
43d parallel, which is perfectly adapted to the fullest occu- 
pation by cultivated nations. The west and norili of £uro[>e 
are there reproduced, with the exceptions caused by verti- 
cal configuration only ; and, important as this feature of 
configuration is in giving us a lolly mountain boundary on 
the west, we may charge much of disadvantage to that 
account, and still have all that is here daimed — an immense 
and unmeasured c^wcity for occupation and eipansion. By 
leference to the illustration of ihe distribution of beat, we 
■ee that the cold at tbe north of the great lakes does not 
represent the same latitude further west, and that beyond 
Ihem the thermal lines rise as high in latitude, in most ca8e& 
as at the west of Surope. Central Rusia, Oennany, and 
the Baltic districts and the British Islands, are all repro- 
duced in the general structure, though the exceptions here 
fall agunat the advantage, while there they favor it, through 
the influence of the Gulf Stream." Lieut. Maury remarlu : 
— " The space that these two isotherms 46° and 66° com- 
prehend between the Miasissippi and the Rocky Mountains, 
owing to the singular effect of those mountains upon the 
climate, ia larger than the space they comprehend between 
the Miasisaippi and the Atlantic. 

" HyetogTBphically it is also different, being dryer, and 
pOBSBBBing a purer atmosphere. In this n-and range of 
dimate, between the raeridiaiia of 100° and 110° W., tlia 
amoant of preci;Htation is just about one half of what it is 
between those two isotherms east of the Mississippi. In 
this new country, west of it, winter is the dry, and spring 
the rainy season. It Indudes the climalcs of the Caispian 
Sea, which Humboldt regards as the moat salubrious in the 
worid, and where he found tiie moat delidous fruits that be 
■aw daring his travelB. fiuch was the purity of the air 
there, that polished steel would not tarnish even by night 
exposure. These two isotherms, with tbe remarkable 
loop which they make to the northwest, beyond the Mis- 
sissippi, embrace the most choice climates for the olive, the 
vine, and tbe poppy; for tbe melon, the peach, and the 
almond. Tbe finest of wool may be grown there, and the 

etsito, with hemp, tobaoco, maiae, and ail tbe cereals, may 
cultivated there in great perfection. No climate of the 
temperate tone will be found to surpass in salubrity that of 
this Piedmont trans- Mississippi country." 

As this paper has aheady exceeded the limits intended, 
we diall communicate, on another occasion, such observa- 
tions as we have been able to make with regard to the 
modifying effect of this dimate on disease, aod more par- 
ticularly the tubercular diathews.t 



Bdsh Midical Collui, CKioaoo. — The annual oom- 
meocementof this school was held on Feb. 5th, 1862, when 
Ihe degree of H.D. was conferred on thiTty-6ve gentle- 
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TWO CASES OF EXOPHTHALMOS. 
Bt F. J. BUMSTEAD, M.D., 



Case I. — BiophthalmM of Ltfl Ey«, dependent ttpon an 
intra-orbiial tumor and attended with tmttive pain. — E)xi- 
nbn ofih« conttnU o/At orbit, mth tttaparary r^/. — S>ib- 
Kqutnt dtath of patient 

Henry Iievi, aged two aod a half years, came trader my 
care at the N. T. Eye Infirmary, April 17, 1861, for protru- 
sion of the left eyeball His parents, who were German, 
could give no account of tbe history of his case, hut stated 
that the disease was first noticed some eight or nine months 
pievioualy. Six months before his visit to the InBrmary, 
tlie child was brought to Dr. Post's cbnique, at the Uni- 
versity Medical College, and I am informed by Dr. John H. 
HinUm, who saw him at that time, lliat there was then no 
protrusion of tbe ball, but simply an abnormal growth, 
visible through the pupil, in the vitreous ctiamber. It would 
thus ^ipear that the disease first commenced within the 
globe, and afterwards extended to the posterior part of the 

The protrusion of the ball bad come on gradually within 
the fonr montba preceding April 17, 1861, and at this tim« 
was very considerable, amounting to about three-fourths of 
an inch. The lids were very much swc^en, and tenady 
stretdied over Ihe protuberant globe, the eonjuncUva cbe- 
mosed, and the aspect of the child peculiariy unpleasant 
and even dirtgusting. The hannesa of the cornea and the 
indocility of tbe child, prevented an accurate appreciation 
of tbe condition of the dioptric media. The sight of this 
eye was entirely lost ; that of the oppoute was unimpaired. 
The pain attending this aHection was excessively severe ; 
the child, moaning and crying during- the greater part of 
the twenty-four hours, obtained but httle rest, had lost ita 
appetite, and was very much emaciated. 

The history of the case left no doubt as to the diagnosis, 
viz. the presence of a tumor, probably of a malignant cha- 
racter, within the orbit. Moreover, the absence of aneu- 
rism was established by auscultation. 

The experience of the Infirmary having shown that 
tumors of this character, if removed, almost invariably 
return within a short period, no encouragement was given 
to the parents to hope for permanent benefit from an opcrti- 
tion ■ but they slated that they should be satisfied if the 
child could be relieved, though only temporarily, from its 
severe suffering. Tbe removal of the contents of the orbit 
was, therefore, decided upon. 

Operation. — Having nlaced the child under the influence 
of cnloroform.I slit up the external canthus with a bistoury, 
so as to aSbrd a larger palpebral opening, and freer access 
to the tumor. I then inserted a strong double ligature 
through the globe, ao as to elevate it fi-om ita socket; made 
a free incision wilh the knife around the four walls of the 
orbit, and completed the excision of the whole orbital con- 
tents with the curved scissors, taking care to remove every 
vestige of tbe soft tissues. The hemorrhage was less 
troublesome than had been anticipated, and was easily 
arrested by filling the cavity of the orbit with pieces of 
sponge, and aj^lying a compressing bandage around the 

£iaimmalion of Ihe tumor. — The abnormal deposit was 
found to consist of two portions ; one within the ocular 
tunics, the other posterior to the eye, and surrounding the 
optic nerve ; the two appearing to have no connexion, 
unless through the optic nerve as a medium. Tbe former, 
or ocular portion, in an antero-posterior section of the globe, 
was, upon one side, internal to tbe choroid and probably 
tiao to the retina, while upon the opposite side it was as 
dearly situated between the choroid and sclerotica; the 
former being diverted from the latter membrane in thia 
part by, and losing itself in, the abnormal deposit. The 
latter, or post-orbital portion, extended backwards to near 
the optic foramen, and involved the optic nervea, the mue- 
dea, and other lissnes, in an undiatinguishable mass. 
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The deposit, exuniDed nader the microsci»>e bj Dr. 
Wm. H. Draper, wu found to eon^t of Dbro-plaatic 
tiiBt«ri(il, and no cancer cells conid be detected. 

Siibtequenl hittory. — The child wm again brougbt to the 
loGnDary, Uay 17th, when the appearance had eo much 
unproved, that it was scarcely recognisable. It had grown 

Suite Btout, and, as its &ther informed me, waa entirely 
«e from pain, ate and slept well There were no in- 
dicationgof aretura of the diaease; the cavity of the orbit 
could not, however, bo examined, owing to the sinking in 
and adhesion of the lids. 

June 14. — The appearance of the orbit was quite asfavoi^ 
able, but other symptoms of a Berioua character had super- 
vened. The cervical glands posterior to the left sterno- 
deido-maatoideus roiwcle had become entailed ; the child 
was complaining of severe pain in the hypogastric and 
right inguinal regions, could not bear its ^veight on right 
leg, pnsaed its water at rare intervols, and its penis was 
obeerved to be in a constant stale of partis priapism. 

The father was directed to bring the child again in a few 
days for farther extunination, but never came; and I sub- 
sequently learned that the child died early in July. The 
particulaJa of its death and the post-mortem ^pearances 
are unknown. 

Cabc JI. — Eeophlhalmot of fcoiA m^e», dependent vpon a 
tumor at the bate of ihe brain, — DtaA. — Autopty. 

Lydia M. Herkimer, aged 13, came under my care at the 
H, 1. Bye lofirmary, December 6, 1858. for protniwon of 
both eyeballs. Patient has mn^e, and her lather double 
bare-lip. Gteneral health good, with the exception of 
otorrhoea of right external meatus, which peraisted from 
infancy until witiiin a few months, when it disappeared. 

The protruaion of the globee was first noticed by her 
friends in August, 1866, and at this time patient began to 
experience intermittent atlacba of pain in forehead, and 
bridge of the noee. Her nght aoon aflerwotds became 
impaired. 

Botii eyes now protrude to such an extent, that the 
globes can almost be enucleat«i by retracting llie upper 
and lower lids. Pupils dilated and inactive. Sight so aim 
that she cannot find her way about alone. She is con- 
stantly drowsy ; Bleeps much ; and, her mother asserts, ap- 
pears much more stupid than formerly. For the last few 
days there has been a thin purulent discharge from right 
nostril ; and the respiration upon this side is obetnicted. 
No aneurismal thrill or murmur can be detected by palpa- 
tion or auscultation. No enlai^ment of thyroid gland. 

Subttyuenl hiatori/. — In spite of various internal remedies 
that were employed (iodide of potassium, cod'liver oil, 
tincture of thuja occidentalis, sulphate of quinine, etc.) 
the disease continued to progress. The ^obes, in addition 
to their protrusion, became widely separatedj so that ^the 
bridge of the nose speared of an enormous width, and 'the 
patient presented a peculiar staring sspect The right 
side of the nose became quite prominent, and a firm nodu- 
lated tumor could be seen in the right nostril Several 
severe attacks of hamotrhage also took place &ora this 
, nostril Another prominence was noticed upon the supra- 
orbital ridge, slightly to the lell of median line, as if a 
tumor were projecting at this point through an opening in 
the frontal bone. The pain became excessively severe, and 
was sufficient to prevent sleep, although patient complain- 
ed of constant drowsiness. No amelioration of symptoms 
followed, and death took place from exliaustion, July 13, 
1859. 

Avtopfi/. — ^Twelve hours post-mortem. Considerable 
cedema over os fronlis. 

Upon removing calvarimn the dura mater covering the 
left anterior fosa of the base of the cranium was found to 
be elevated by a tumor Iwneath, and the lefl hemisphere of 
the brwn, altnou^ separated from the tumor bv the dura 
mater, whichwasmtac^ wasinastateofputrefaction. Upon 
further examination it was found that the tumor occupied 
a bed formed at the expense of various bones of the face 
So far as could b« ascertained, its point of 



origin was in the reffion of tiie ethmoid, whose cribrifc^m 
plate and ossa plana nad entirely disappeared. The com- 
missure of the optic nerve could justte distinguished in a 
moss of putrefaction. The orbits! plates of the ob fronlis 
were much eroded, and a circular opening was found, 
formed by the destruction of the internal angular processes 
of the last named bone and botli nasal and lachrymal 
bones. With the exception of their bony walla, the orbits 
were not cncroaclied upon by tlie adventitious deposit 
Proceeding downwardsi, the tumor was found to have 
made for itself a paaiage, at the expense of the turbinated 
bones, the septum nasi and palate processes of the superior 
maxillary, ns far us the mucous membrane of the roof of 
the mouth; bo that one finger thrust along this track from 
the cranial cavity would meet a second finger introduced 
into the buccal cavity, witli merely a layer of thickened 
mucous membrane intervening between the two. The 
opening in the bony palate equalled a twenty-five cent 
piece. Of the bones tlius sacrificed in the growth of the 
tumor, only a few small spioula remained. The internal 
wall of the antrum on either side had also disi^pcared. 

The adventitious deposit was a soft, brain-like substance, 
through which the finger could readily be made to pass 
with very alight resistance. A portion, which wos reserved 



« remarkable features in the case. 



jegroe of the exophthalmos, in view of the 
fact that the contents of the orbits were not implicated; 
the extent of the adventitious deposit: and its predilec- 
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VIII. — Martin Garrety, »L 33, Ireland, laborer, admitted 
July 8, 1861 (Dr. Peters, attending surgeon). Patient, while 
in a fight, was struck on the head with the back of an axe. 
On admission wiis Buffering from no cerebral symptoms, 
being able to walk to the ward. There was a scalp wound 
over the left parietal bone, and fracture of the skull, with a 
depression exceeding onc-eiglith of an inch. The scalp 
wound was enlarged by a crucial incision and a careful exa- 
mination made of the fracture, which was found to be a 
double camerated fracture of about an inch and a quarter 
in length. Patient's boWela kept freely opened. At the 
end of sis weeks the depressed portions of the outer table 
separated and were removed. On examination Uie inner 
table of the bone seemed to be uninjured. The wound dosed 
by granulation, and in two months from time of injury 
patient was discharged cured. It might be remarked in 
connexion with this case, that the only unpleasant cerebral 
symptom which showed itself was the frequent occurrence 
of frightful dreams; these, however, disappeared in io 
latter part of the treatment. We may also remark that a 
consultation was held on this case, and the question as to 
the elevation of the depressed fragment was discussed, but 
in the absence of all cerebral symptoms, it was deemed 
advisable to wait, and the subsequent bistoty of the case 
showed the propriety of the decision. 

COHFODND TRACTDBE OT FWWTAt BOHE. BBCOVERT. 

IX. — A man, set, 38, Ireland, carman, admitted December 
17, 1861 (Dr. Watson), a short time before was knocked 
off a hay loft, falling ten feet Received a compound frac- 
ture of the frontal bone of right mde, just above and a little 
external to inner extremity i^superciliar 
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wound lacerated ; esUrnal tsbk of bone depressed ; pupiU 
■Ivisgish ; pulse 90 ) ptbd dettf. Hu ttlso a fracture of the 
tigbt nuliua near writt-joinL Did well without badaymp- 
toms, Mtd llurty-e^ht days after was diacharged cured. 



X.— Patrick Herring, tet 40, adniiUed April 7, IS61, 
fell from the yard-ami of hie ship and suslained a compound 
fracture of the skull, involving the frontal and panetal 
bones ; he had atso a compound fracture of the right femur, 
and a compound fracture of the right Brm. An operation 
was perTormed by Dr. Buck, the attending surgeon, with 
the gnawing forceps, and succeeded in removing about 
twenty fragmenlA of the right panetal and teniporal bones. 
Patient revived suffidenUy to atiswer questiona intelli- 
gently. TLirty-ais hours afler the iojury he died. No 
autopsy. 



r TXHPOBAL BOHB. — EFILEFST. DEATB. 

XI. — A woman, Kt. 35, Ireland, servant, admitted Dec. 
4, 1861 (Dr. Watson), was found on the sidewalk, ^pa- 
rently iu an epileptic fit This continued when seen by 
the surgeon. Scalp wound to right of occiprtal protuber- 
ance, somewhat circular in shape ; being enlarged, no frso- 
ture was detected. In a short time she recovered from the 
epileptic seizure, and was consdous. She said she had 



lowed by othere in rapid succession, continuing for three 
days, when she died. Pott-morUm showed a fracture of 
the skull, beginnmr at a point about the middle of the 
squamous portion of the temporal bone, and extending very 
near the enlaigement of the external wound. No depres- 
sion of bone. Got just below seat of fracture ; also on 
corresfKindLng [>oint of opposite side. Had also a scirrhous 
tumor of posterior wall of uterus. 

VKlCTDltl or ■TBHOin BONE.— FRACTITRS OrTaiGO. DIATH IH 



Xn. — A man, st. 20, HoUand, seaman, admitted Dec, 
25, 1861 (Dr. Watson), while leaning upon a barrel which 
was being boiBt«d< through a hatchway, his support gave 
way, and be was proapitated forward, and fell a distance 
of about eighteen leet. Found a wound oC brow and eye- 
lid not seeming to cooDCCt with fracture ; also a fracture of 
thigh ; BofTering from shock ; pulse 100 ; surface cold ; 
intellect dull ; pupils sluggish. liallied in & few hours. 
Became delirious the next day, but had intervals of quiet 
sleep; pulse lOD and weak; bowels moved, and ordered 
hirud. medicinal., No. vi., to temples. Delirium subsided, 
but patient has become unconscious ; pupils immovable ; 
pulse 120. Died on 27lh, Post-mortem found a fracture 
of the crista ^ti, depressed and comminuted, meningitis 
and encephalitis. 

COMPOCtin FRACTDBB Or SKULL mOH DIflECI VIOLENCE. — 
OFERATIOM. rOSGUS CEREBRI. DEATH. AUTOPST. 

ni.— Mary Ann Webber, tet 27, England, married, was 
admitted December 5, 1861 (Dr. Buck, attending surgeon). . 
Patient, whil6 engaged in a domestic broil, was struck on 
the head witli the edge of a batchtjL On admission she 
did not appear to be sufiering much from the cQVcts of the 
injury ; her intellect wm good; she was able to walk, and 
no symptoms of concuBuon were present. On examina- 
tion an incised wound of about thr»e inches in length and 
half an inch in width was seen, running diagonally across 
the left parietal bone; there was a corresponding cut 
through the bone, through which brain matter was oozing. 
There was also an iBctsed wound of the left arm, produced 
by the same instrument. 

At the visit of the attending surgeon it was deemed 
advisable to perform an operation, as Irom the character of 
the injury it was eupposea that the inner table of tJte bone 
was fractured and dc^resaed. Patient was etherised, and 



an iniuaon made transversely acrocs the wound, and the 
four flaps raised. A portion of the boae was then removed 
by the rongeur forceps, and the inner table wag found to 
be framured more extensively than the outer, md a con- 
siderable number of loose fragments were removed, some 
of which were driven through the dut« mater, and were 
deeply imbedded in the brain sub«tanoe. The flapa were 
then brought together with sutures, and a sli^t compress 
applied. Forty-eight hours after injary. — Patient in good 
condition; no symptoms of compreaaion; no paralysis. On 
the third day patient had lost the power of motion of right 
arm and leg ; bowels kept free, aitd cold water dressings 
applied to the head. FourtJi day. — Patient snfibred from 
cooTuiwve twitchingH of the muscles of the left side of the 
face; these twitfihings were not noticed in any other part of 
the body. A bloody tungous-looking mass of brain sub- 
stance gradually protruded from the wound, pulsating syn- 
chronouriy willi the heart; this was treated nieroly bv 
cold water dresNugs. Coma gradually came on, and death 
occurred on the sixth day after the injury. 

Potl^morlem examination showed that the fracture in- 
volved the left and right parietal bones, and on the left side 
the fissure extended down to the base of the skull, involv- 
ing the ■petrous portion of the temporal bone. A con- 
siderable quantity of blood was found in the vicinity of the 
wound, between the dura mater and the skulL The brain 
matter was much soltened and disorganised, the lacera- 
tion extending down to the left lateral ventricle. The ven- 
tricle oa the opposite side was found filled with bloody 
serum. The surface of the brain was mnch congested. 
Other organs healthy. 

The moet interesting feature of this ease was the slight 
amount of cerebral disturbance from such a severe injury. 
The edge of the axe had evidently buried itself into the 
brain matter down to the lateral ventricle. It also shows 
the necessity for an operation in such cases, as the inner 
table is more extensively fractured than one would be led 
to suppose from the external appeuanoe of the wound. 



IV.— A. J. Ft »t. 28, admitted January 1, 1862 (Dr. 
Peters). Patient, while engaged in a fighl^ was Struck in 
the head with a cbeese-knile, and afterwards with a club. 
On examination there was found over the lett parietal bone 
a scalp wound, and a chipping off of the external table of 
the bone ; a contused wound was also discovered over the 
right parietal bone,.near the vertex, and further examina- 
tion revealed a tracture of the hone with slight depreeeion. 
At the time of admission patient was somewhat intoxi- 
cated, but conscious, answering questicMis intelligibly; he 
gradually fell into a comatose condition. Other symptoms 
of compression followed, and gn^oally increased until 
twelve hours after the injury, when he died. 

Poit-morUm examination reveled a fracture commenc- 
ing in the rivht parietal bone, and extending through the 
temporal and right wing of the sphenoid to the base of the 
skull! About an inch M the groove for the middle menin- , 
geal artery was involved in the fracture. A large clot of 
blood weighing over four ounces ({iv.)wa8found t)etweeii 
the dura mater and the bone, resulting from a rupture of 
the middle meningeal artery. 

COHPOtrHD FBACTDRE OF THE BEI^Lt.. FTEHIA AND DEATH. 

y. — Winnie Collins, Kt. 30^ Ireland, admitted September 
22, 1861 (Dr. Parker, attending surgeon). Patient, while 
engaged in hanging clothes on a line^ fell off a shed to the 
ground, a distance of about twenty feet. On exominatioQ 
a lacerated wound of about one inch in length was fonod, 
without any depression, over the right frtintal eminence; 
further examiuAtion revealed a fracture of the bone. The 
limits of the fracture could not be made out through the 
wound. Patient was suffering from no cerebral symptoms. 
There was also a fracture of the right femur, and a small 
wound over the lefl knee. Cold w»ter dressings weie ap- 
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plied Co the wonnil of acaip wd of IcDM^ uid Dr. Bnok's 
ext^nsioD apparatuB applied Co Ihe Tractare. The day afler 
tfae inJQiy there was ecdtymoms under the rieht conjanctiva. 
Fatieot progressed favorablj unlil the twelfth day, when 
she had ■ severe chill followed b; profuse sweating; Uieee 
chills recurred daily for sereral encceetive days. The IreaL- 
meot was tonic in charactfir — quinioe, braady, and beef'tea 
beiDg given. Tlie wound of the scalp appeared to be dry 
and glazy ; the secretion of pus was changed to a thin Icho- 
rous discharge. Patient continued to sinkj and ditd on 
tbe twentietE day. 

Post-mortem examination ten hours after death. — On 
examination of the skull the fracture was found to involre the 
frontal, parietal, and right temporal bones, and also extend- 
ing through the orbiuu plate of the frontal bone, without 
any depression. A oollection of pna was found on both 
* aides of tbe dura mater, under the right frontal bone, not 
circumscribed, and making but httle pressure on tlie brain. 
Pus was also found in the cellular tissue about the neck, in 
the anterior mediastinum, in the knee-joinia, and around 
the fracture of femur. No colleclions of matter were found 
in the lungs or liver. 
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TL— Fat Conelly, teL 35, Ireland, was admitted Octo- 
ber 2, 1661 (Dr. Buck, attending surgeon), havb^ received 
his injuries in an unknown manner. On admission U> the 
hoepiial be was in a comatose condition; pulae 60, infre- 
quent and slow ; respiration stertorous. A scalp wound 
over the parieto-ocdpital suture was found, connecting 
with a depressed fracture involving the ocdpital and parie- 
tal hones. 

Stimulating enemata were administered, and warmth 
^tplied. On the arrival of Dr. Buck, the attending snr- 
eeon, a portion of bone wba removed with the rongeur 
furcepa, and the depressed portion raised - the dura mater 
was found torn, and the brain substance lacerated. There 
was severe arterial hsemorrhace from one of the vessels of 
the brain, requiring the application of ligature. PMient 
enrvived six hours after the operation, and then sank. No 
autopsy was permilled. 
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OASTRiTia f; 

Dr. Bacib exhibited the stomach of a woman who had 
recently died after a short illness under suspicious drciim- 
alances. She bad left her home in the morning at ten 
o'clock, and returned at hair past two, wlien she complained 
of intense thirst, and a burning sensation in the throat and 
stomach. She vomited incessantly and bad frequent stoots. 
At half past nine f.m., she expired. At tbo l^al investi- 
gation it was ascertained that she had ooinmitt«d suicide 
to obviate giving evidence against her husband, then in jail 
under indictment The contents of the 8l«m«;h— a bloody 
eemi-gelatlnoua fluid — bad been chemically analysed, and 
the presence of arsenioue acid detected. Tlie in^mmaiion 
of the stomach waa moat intense, involving, however, the 
rancous membrane only, which w^ soflened, easily peeled 
off, thickened, and of a bright red color. About the cardia 
the inOammatlon was least, but at the posterior wall and 
new the pylorus the efiects of tbe poison were most 
marked. At the latter plaoe the mucous membrane was 
raised, being of a dark bluish color, and charred. The 
upper portion of the small intestine had participaied in the 
inluunmation. The peritoneum of the liver had been 
moderately inflamed, but the rest of the membrane intact. 
How long the poison bad been in the stomach could not be 



aocnrately asoertained, but not less than seven boora. Dr. 
Bauer pretiented also die uterus of the same woman, which 
showea a lar^ oval cavity in the neck, instead d'a narrow 
and more cylindrical passage. There were no evidenoec of 
impregnation present ; the lower oa was open, and the dis- 
tension could not therefore be attributed to any mechanical 
obstmction. 



Db. Sands presented a membranous cast of the trachea, 
bronchi, and larger divisions of the bronchial tubes, which 
had been expectorated by a girl aged eleven years, who was 
attacked with diplilheria on the 20th insianL The speci- 
men was sent from Dr. Kinch, of Westfield, N. J., to Dr. 
Parker, with the simple statement that on the fifteenth day 
of the disease, in a fit of coughing, the membrane was dis- 
chnrged. Subsequent to this Ihe breathing became easier, 
but she refused to swallow anything, even water, and died 
in the course of the next two days. No post-mortem 
examination was made. The specimen was interesting, as 
iDuRtrating the fact that tbe false membrane lu eucli cases 
extended IkIow the bifurcation of the broncliL 

Dr. Garrisb referred to throe or four cases, which had 
come under his notice, of false membrane extending into 
the bronchi. In all tracheotomy was performed, biit of 
course without success. One of these occurred in the per- 
son of his own child, who was tracheotoniized for croup 
six hours after the first symptom showed itself, and who 
died ten hours after the opejalion was performed. 

Dr. Post remarked that some time ^o he made a post- 
mortem examination in a case tliat died of croup, in which 
the subject of tracheotivuy had been considered, but tbe 
supposition that the membrane extended into the bronchi 
was BO strong that the idea of an operation was abandoned. 
It was not, however, discovered until after death that the 
membrane was entirely limited to the larynx. 

Dr. Sands had seen a case precisely similar to the one 
referred to by Dr. Post, 

Dr. Pbaslek, speaking in this connexion of the difference 
between diphlheria ana croup, believed that the former 
was essentinlly a zymotic disease, and as such was to be 
distinguished from simple tracheitis. It was not necessM'y, 
in bis opinion, that exudation sliould always be present in 
diphtheria, but when it did exist ibere were present also 
those symptoms accompanying croup, but with the import- 
ant and formidable addiUon of the peculiar constitutional 
symptoms. 

Dr. Parker thought it was of the utmost Importance to 
decide between these two diseases, as a matter of treat- 
ment. It was easy to make a distinction between marked 
cases of eitlier affection : but when the characiera of each 
were more or less blended, it became very difBcult. if not 
impossible, to diaw a dividing lin^ He agreed with Dr. 
Peaalee in reference to the constitutional characu^r of diph- 
theria as differing from crouji, and was satisfied tliat the 
treatment of the two affections should vary accordingly. 
White in croup he had seen the best of resulls from the 
internal use of mercurials, mild anodynes, with heat and 
moisture locally, he was confident that in diphtheria, tonics 
were always neeessarj. 

Dr. Kovks mentioned the case of a patient who pre- 
proscntcd himscM'ot the New York Eye Infirmary with a 
plastic exudation, simply upon tlie conjunctiva of one eye. 
Accompanying this deposit were all the eonftitulional 
symptoms of diphtheria, and the membrane ilaelf was 
proved to be diphtheritic by a microscopic examination. 
The constitutional treatment was (onic in characler, while 
the local applications were of a comparatively mild nature. 
The patient recovered with perfect vision. 

Dr. Conast referred to a patient of ihe Demilt Dispen- 
sary, who had adiphtheritic exudation, covering completely 
tlie surface of a bum upon the arm. This case waa ^so 
treated with tonic, and recovered. 

DLCKRATtOH OF CEBOrHAOUS, tTO. 

Dr. Lewis SHrm presented • mecitnen takao.from a 
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child who died in tbe Nuraer; nd Child'a HoapiUl, at tbe 
age of eiKht rooDtha. His heilih had been good uniil ibe 
28th of Nov. last, when he was taken with scarlet ferer. 
Thia diseaBe rao ita usual course, sod was rallier mild. He 
waa suppoeed to be convalegccnC on the Tth of the present 
month, when be waa seized with vomiiing, whi<^ continued 
tor thirty-aix hours. He was then in a Klate of gi^eat pros- 
tration, the pulae being 180 to IBO per minute. There waa 
no change in his Bymploms until death occurred on the 
15th. On making the post-mortem examination slight vas- 
cularity was found in the larynx, but there was no tliicken- 
ing of the mucous membrane. The lower porlion of the 
oesophagus presented a 8la(«-colored appearance, and in the 
dtualion just above the cardiac orifice uf ihe stomach thera 
was found an ulceration about one inch in its widenl diame- 
ter, extending atmosl around the circumfercnco of the lube. 
The upper lobea of both lungs were in a slight degree em- 
physematons. A portion ol^ (he lower lobe of the left lung 
was partially consolidated, and of a red color, showing llie 
pneumonic celt on microscopic examination. Tlic stomnch 
was considerably inflamed, especially towards its cardiac 
orifice ; the intestines were healthy, the Peyerian patches 
being rather distinct; the liver weighed nine ounces, and 
was fatty ; the kidneys were healthy. The point of inte- 
rest in the case was with reference to the ulcer, whether or 
not it was the sequel of scarlatina. Dr. S. remarked that 
the pneumonic cell waa first described by Dr. Clark. Its 
presence could be determined by tlie addition of acetic 
acid, when granular matter would collect in little masses, 
somewhat as in pus cells. 
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I or eriMti; pAkAPLEciA, rrc. 
Br. Fihnell presented a porlion of the vertebral cdumn 
and bladder removed from a man who hod sustained a frac- 
ture of the last dorsal vertebra, by the falling of a large 
quantity of earth upon him, while engaged in making an 
eicavation. The fractured portion of Ijone projected back 
into the spinal column, almost completely severing Ihe 
cord. Immediate paralysis was Ihe result It was neces- 
sary to use the catheter dnily, from the time he entered Che 
hospital, and about the second week he began to sufTer 
pain in the hypogastrium ; the urine became loaded with 
pus, and there wns more or less incontinence. Atiout the 
commencement of the third week a large slough farmed 
upon the sacrum, and upon tho^ prominent portions of the 
body which pressed most against the bed. He died at the 
end of the fourth week with symptoms of peritonitis. On 
post-mortem cxaminntion the anterior walls of the abdo- 
men were found finidy adherent to Uie anieiior wall of the 
bladder. The intestines in the neighborhood were also 
agglutinated by adhesions. The bladder presented well 
marked evidences of cystitis, but whether rupture of that 
viscus had taken pl.ice tould not, on account of the sur- 
rounding adhesions, be made out. The patient was con- 
sidered perfectly healthy before the injury. 

Bit. Bader remarked that he had some time since come 
to the conclusion that paralysed organs very rarely took 
on active inflammation. The case, however, seemed to be 
a very remarkable exception to a rule which he had almost 
conudered absolute. He had seen patients with paraplegia 
Ml almost every hour in the day, sustaining severe bruiser, 
but they were never followc-d by active inflammation. 

Dr. Post remarked that the dealJi took place sooner than 
was usual with cases of that surt. The mo'^t remarkable 
instance of bed sores that be had seen was many years ago. 
A sea-capljiin, thirty years of age, was attacked with spon- 
taneous paraplegia at \ntwerp, but bis friends put bim on 
board a sailing vessel for New York, and the voyage lasted 
flfly-two days. He was at the end of that time brought 
to the New Tork Hospital, with a bed sere over the 
sacrum, nearly six inches m diameter, extending fairly 
down to the bony parts. Over each trochanter was ano- 
ther sore of large size, deep, and cup-sliBpcd. 

Br. Cohnollt stated, that the man on entering the hos- 
pital wu remarkably healthy in appearance, and in giving 



{CO»UiHud/ivin pagt US ) 
Dr. Post said ; Mr. Chairman, I rise for the purpose of 
explaining certain remarks which I made at a former meet- 
ing with reference to Dr. Smith's paper on fractures of the 
cervix femoris, and which Dr. Smith seems to have mis- 
apprehended. In the remarks which Dr. 3, made at tbe 
meeting of the Section in Jonnary, he attempted to show that, 
in fractures of the cervix witliin the capsule, there wei« 
veins and lymphatics enough remaining In connexion with 
the upper fragment to account for tlio absorption of the 
portion of the neck connected with the head of the bone. 
I did not intend, in my remarks, to deny the possibility ot 
absorption without previous union of the fragments, but to 
throw upon Dr. S. the burden of proving that, when union 
and interstitial absorption both occurred, the aboorption 
preceded the union, and to show that there were some 
reasons for bebeving tliat the union preceded the absorption. 
With regard to Ihe objection which Dr. 8. made to my 
classification of fractures of the neck of the femur as being 
intra-cervical and extra-cervical, as implying that the term 
extra-cervical as applied to fractures of the cervix involvea 
a contradiction, 1 admit that the expression is not strictly 
correct; but it does not involve a greater error than the 
term extra-capsular fracture of the neck of the femur, as 
generally employed by surgeons, to indicate afracturewhid) 
is situated at the junction of tlie neck with tbe shaft of the 
bone, and not-in the proper substance of the. neck. In 
speaking of extra-capsular fractures Dr. Robert W, Smith 
says, " AU extra-capsulnr fractures are, in the first instance, 
also impacted fractures, and all impacted fractures are 
necessarily accompanied by a fracture traversing some part 
of the trochanteric region. I have omitted no opportunity 
of investigating this point, and have now examined here 
and elsewhere upwards of o>e hundred specimens of the 
extra-capsular fracture, and have found in all without a 
single exception a second fracture traversing some portion 
of the inter-trocbanteric space." Dr. Robert W, Smith 
gives a series of beautiful delineations of extra-capsulsr 
fractures, and in every one of them the fracture is at the 
junction of tlie neck and shaft of the bone, and is therefore 
properly extra-cervicaL f>uveilbier's elegant and artistic 
delineations of extra-capsular fractures exhibit tlie same 
features. The fact is, that surgical writem, as far as I am 
informed, all describe these fractures substantially in Ihe 
same manner. Intra-cervical and extra- cervical fractures 



of the bone, and extra-cervical fractures encroach upon the 
ehafl. The two classes of fractures have each its distinct 
pbjrsic^omy, and it requires no accurate measurement of 
the attachment of tbe capsule to ascertain to which class 
a particular case may btdong. The features of tbe two 
classes are ^ distinct as those of a man and of a baboon, 
la intra-cervical fractures tlie neck becomes shortened b^ 
absorption, and in extra-oervical fractures the neck u 
shortened by impaction. I have no knowledge of any cases 
of estre-ciqMular fracture which are not also extra-cervicaL 
Whichever of these terms is used it is not strictly propor 
to speak of them as involving the neck of the bone, but 
long usage has sanctioned the expresaioD, and it is difficult 
to abandon it. The same difficulty exists here as in the 
use of tbe terms external and internal ring, as applied to the 
two exUemitiea of the ingumsl canal. SurgMOis stUl use 
Digiiizeo Dy VjOOQ I C 
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these t«rma as empkiyed by Ehe older writers, but are 
obliged to accompany them with the exptaDatioa that the 
inteniBl ring is situated externallj, and the eztemal ring 
internally. 
The meeting then adjonnied. 



SATURDAY, MABCH 22, 1862. 



THE PUBLIC SERVICES OF PHYSICIANS, A3 

VIEWED FROM THE HALLS OP CONGRESS. 
Tde National Army, now numbering more than 600,000 
men in the field, is said to have an estimated cash vilne of 
1600,000,000 merely as a material instrument of war. Bui 
when regarded in their actual relations as citizens 'opaa 
whoee Lvee and labors are dependent the existence and the 
future prosperity of a great nation, such an estimate of the 
value of these 600,000 lives is multiplied many fold. 

In the Halls of Congress this important question of life's 
Talae in the army, and, conversely, the physician's Tslae, as 
the conservator of life and health, are being earneetly 
discuBBcd. Homceopalhy paraded its pretentions claims, 
backed by 35,000 petitioners ; but impressed by some proper 
sense of public responsibility, both bouses of Congress 
declined to recommend the hallucinBtions of Hahnemann 
to the army. And, for the gratification of our readers, the 
fact may here be stated that we have just been shown a 
neatly printed letter copy of our leading editorial of Jan. 
18th, " ffoTaaopalhy in Military Bospilals," which we are 
informed was ordered printed and placed in the hands of 
every Member of Congress at the expense of a few public- 
spirited gentlemen, the very day that number of our journal 
was received at Washington. Such unanswerable testi- 
mony of facts contributed its humble fhsre towards saving 
the army from the pressure of the host of homisopathic 
quacks who were just then uttering their bugbear boasts 
that General McClcllan's life had been saved by hourly 
prescriptJODS ^ UUgraph from the ofiice of the prince of 
chariatans in New York. Whatever may be safe and to 
the popular fancy ogreeftble in domestic life, this vast and 
precious army had cost too much, and its manly strength 
was too important to be trifled with by pottering quacks. 

Recently the subject of incroasing the efficiency of ihe 
Medical Department of the Army has been under discus- 
sion in both houses of Congress. In the Senate the tiali 
was opened by a protracted discussion, in which the reck- 
less iconoclast, and the minds l>est balanced and most 
enlightened, met in earnest ailment The leading points 
under discuBsion were: — Ist, What is (he standing and 
merit of the regular Medical Staff 7 2d, What the standing 
and the spirit of the volunteer corps of surgeons ? 3d, Shall 
the proposed new law permit the meritorious members of 
the regular staff to be overslaughed by the volunteer corps, 
or by the most inexperienced of the staff, in af^intments 
to inspectorial and sanitary offices ? 4tb, What shall be the 
assimilated military rank in the sererot grades and offices 
of the army medical service? 

By all the more intelligent Senators the high professiona] 



qualifications of the regular staff were affirmed, while Ibr 
the better class of t}ie volunteer surgeons it was claimed 
that in respect of large and varied experience, and special 
accomplishments, etc, they might be regarded as possess- 
ing advants^ea above those of the dd staff; but the Mprtf 
du corpi, the high average of qualifications, and the just 
claims of that.staff to the few admioislrative oOlces which 
the new law creates were frankly conceded by the «btest 
Senators. Said Hon. Senator Nbsmitq, speaking upon the 
question of an amendment (hat would invite all aorta of 
men lo the most responsiUe places : — 

" I believe the adoption of this amendment will have a 
tendency to disorganize the medical corps of the army. It 
will deprive those who have devoted their lime and atten- 
tion to acquiring the necessary qualifications to become 
good Army Surgeons, of the proper prwnolion which legiti- 
mately belongs (o the corps. I believe, further, that by 
throwing it open to the introduction of surgeons from the 
volunteer corps, neither the corps nor the army will be 
benefited. It is true, as has been stated on this fioor, and 
as has been stated in committee, that there are a great 
many distinguished euiveons and assistant surgeons in the 
volunteer corps. I believe there are as aUe men there as 
there are anywhere, but I do not believe they are the class of 
meii who should be selected for the high positions provided 
in this bill. Many of the gentlemen who are now brigade 
*Bureeons of volnnteem, are gentlemen who have occupied 
high positions in medical institutions in the country, who 
have left a very fine pi»c1ice, and a flue social poution. 
They have abandoned all this merely temporarilt/, as they 
supposed, to confer a benefit on the country, and they have 
conferred great benefits on the country, and tfreat benefits 
on the army. • • • These gentlemen desire and are 
anxious when the war is over to return^ to their former 
occupation, either to return to their professorships in medi- 
cal institutions, or to return to the very lucrative practice 
which they have abandoned in order to accept iheir present 
positions. The adoption of the amendment now suggested 
will throw the medical corps of the army open to a very 
difTerent class of persons — men who are empirics, quacks, 
politicians — persons who have never had social or profes- 
Nonal position — mere politicians who can bring strong. 
political influence to bear, and they would be the individuals 
to be selected. The President, of course, is not to be sup- 
posed to institute an examination as to the qualifications 
of these persons, and we all know how easy it is to get 
recommendations from Senators, from Members of Con- 
cress, and from persons of political inHuence, for offices of this 
kind. * • • I guarantee that if Esculapius, or Galen, 
the founders of medical science, were this oay living, and 
were to come here themselves and make application, tliey 
would not get sufficient poUticol influence (o obtain these 
appointments." 

Notwithstanding such cogent arguments from Senators 
Nesiuth, Bice, WitSON, and Bbowhiso, the amendment 
was adopted by a vot« of 26 to IG; and after fiirther 
amendments, cutting down the rank of officers in the 
administrative department, the bill was sent to the House 
of Representatives, where for some days past it has been 
under discussion- In another column we give a copy of 
the bill as largely amended and reported by the MiUtary 
Committee of the House. 

From the character of the amendments, or, rather, the 
substitute repiorted in the House, it would i^tpear that 
wise counsels are likely to prevail. The claims, obligatjons, 
and professional competence of the regular staff, are amply 
vindicated, and the paramount importance of the principle 
of ^lecial selection from that staff for all the bigber 
adnunitirative offices of the re-organised Hedic«l Depart- 
Digmzea oy VjOOQ IC 



170 

roent is boldlf ud justlj ueerted. With certain modiS- 
cBtion* in the detaita of that bill it wili^most happily meet 
the exigencies of our Grand Army, and satisfy the long 
deferrod wiabei of the staff and the proression generally 
for the proper recogniiion and enlargemeat of the functiooa 
of the Army Uedical Servioe. 

Tbs bill creates a special department of 'adminiBtrutiTe 
and inspectorial service to be added to the central bureau; 
and it provides conditions of rank and p»y adequate to the 
pcopoied changes. The selection t^ the Surgeon General, 
and lea other chief officers of tiie administratiTc branch of 
the service, is coramilted to the President, and that selec- 
tion is limited to the regular staff. It appears to be sup- 
posed, that as the principle of selection is to be applied only 
in the Umited class of appointmenta here named, the enprit 
dv eorpt and thorough system of military subordination 
•nd relative ranks in the staff will not be seriously disturb- 
ed by the proposed innovation. This is an important ques- 
tion, and we believe llut it would be settled to the 
entire satisfaction of the staff, if the new Act would pro- 
vide that tliree of the moat experienced members of tlie 
staff should serve as a coincil to the Preadent concerning 
Bach appointments; or, what would be, perhaps, in6re 
practicable, if the Surgeon General, Sanitary Inspector 
General, and Assistant Surgeon General, were constituted 
an ex ojgicio Council to designate Ibe most competent and 
meritorious officers for the eight hftpectorships, and to act 
alsoasaCouncilof Administration upon all the more import- 
ant questions that come before Ibe Medical Bureau. It is 
also due to ibe whole staff that the increased rank of the 
administrative ofBcere sliould only be assumed and enjoyed 
dnring their continuance in the administrative department. 
These amendments can readily be adopted at the present 
stage of the medical bill, if the reddcnt members of the 
Staff at Washington will. suggest them. 



Tdi Cliic^o iledUaX Examiner strongly urges the meeting 
of the American Medical Association next June : — 

" We think there has been no Ume in the history of the 
country, when our Medical Societies, both local aud general, 
could be more useful than at presenL We are glad to see 
tliat such State Societies as have recently held tlieir annual 
meetings, have l>een well attended. For ourselves, we can 
say to our brethren elsewhere, that we shall greet them in 
OUT goodly city with the greatest pleasure. VVe trust, the 
proper noticf^s will be issued by the Secretaries and Com- 
mittL-e of Arrange lucii Ik, witliout delay." 

We trust there will be no delay in issuing the ■official 
notice of iJie meeting. It is well stated that " there has 
been no time in the history of the country, when our Medi- 
cal Societies, b<ith local and general, could be more useful 
than at present" Qnestions of great practical interest have 
arisen since its last meeting which deniand discusaun and 
settlement. If we had any doubt wliatever in regard to 
the propriety of tliis meeting, it would be as to the place ; 
if it is very desirable, as is alleged, that " our southern 
brethren" meet with the Association, it might perhaps be 
well to hold the meeting at Nashville, Richmond, or 
Charleston. 

Ama tbe battle at Ft. Donelson, the Chicago Sanitary 
Commission sent eighteen surgeons to assist in the care of 
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the wounded. The citisens of Cincinnati contributed a 
large sum of money, and furnished a cirgoof hospital stores, 
and a number of its most competent surgeons. These acts 
of generous care of the wounded leUeve war oi some of 
its most unpleasant aspects. 

OcR city medical schools have all closed with appropriate 
ceremonies, graduating in the aggregate etanawhat leas 
than two hundred students. The valedictory addresses 
were given ; — In the New York Medical College, by Prof. 
Pehct ; in the University Medical College, by Prof. Va« 
Bdren ; h) the Bellevuc Boepital Medical College, by Prof. 
E14.10T ; in the Collcf;e of Pliysicians and Surgeons, by the 
President, Dk. DEi.AnELn. The annual address before the 
alumni of the latter sf^ool was given by Dr. Brown, of the 
Bloomingdale Asylum. 

Tbe joint Ccmraittee of the two Houses of the New York 
Legislature have reported a Metropolitan Health Bill, which, 
though not what the most earnest friends of sanitary m- 
form could wish in all its details, is still worthy of their 
cordial support. It contains the Metropolitan feature, it 
gives to the Board a predominant medical element, and 
abohshea all the existing combinations which go to make 
up our health <»gani£ationB. If tbe measure proves derei>- 
live it can be remedied hereafter ; at present let us accept 
this bill, and unitedly strive to obtun its enactment. 

Thi following is a copy of the Bill for reorganizing tbe 
Army Medical Department, as amended from the Senate 
Bill, andot present under discussion in the House of Kepre- 

senlatives. 

8. ISa AN ACT [To increase the efficiency of the medi- 
cal department of the army.] To reorgauize and increase 
the efSciency of the medical apartment of the army. 

Harch 11 1862.— Read twice, and leferred to the Com- 
mittee on Military affnirs. 

March 12, 1862. — Reported back with an amendment in 
the nature of a aubsiiinte, ordered t« be printed, and the 
further eonsideration postponed till Tuesday, the I8th 

AuENDHGNT. — Strike out all after the enacting clause, 
and insert the following; — 

That there shall be added to tlie present medical corps 
of the army ten surgeons and ten assistant surgeons, to 
be promoted and (^pointed under existing laws, twenty 
medical cadets, and as many hospital stewards as the sur- 
geon general may consider necessary for the public service. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, Tiiat Uie surgeon 
general 10 be appoinled under this act shall have tlie rank, 
pay, and emoluments of a brigadier general. There shall 
- --' ■ BUt^eon general and one medical inspector 



general shall have, under the direction of tlie surgeon gene- 
ral, the supervision of all that relates to the sanitary condi- 
tion of the army, whether in transports, quarters, or camps, 
and of the hygiene, police, discipline, and efficiency of field 
and general hospitals, under su<^ regulations as may here- 
after be established. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacttd, That there shall be 
eight medical inspectors, with the rank, pay, and emola- 
menti each of a Ueutenant colonel of cavalry, aud who shall 
be cliarged with the duty of inspecting the sanitary condi- 
tion of transports, quarters, uid camps, of field and general 
hospitals, and who shall report to the medical inspector 
general, under such regulations as may be hereafter esta- 
blished, all circumstances relating to the sanitary condition 
and want of troops and of hospitals, and/tolhe skill, t^- 

,,ocD,Goo<^Tc 
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ci«Dc;, and good conduct of the officer* Md attcaduiU 
connected with the medical degwrtmeoL 

Sso. 4. And be it /urlher enaettd, That the iurgeon 
general, the assistant sui^^n general, medical inspector 
general, uid medical inspeclore, shall immediately afler the 
passage of this ' ' ■ . i > .. t, ■ . . . 

with the adfii 
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a Senate, by selection 

, ( annv, without regard 

to their rank when so selected, but witn sole regard to 



from the regular medical corps of the aimr, without regard 
to their rank when so selected, but witn 
qua! iB cations. 



I. 5. Ajid be it furthtr enatUd, That medical pur- 
veyors sliall be cliareed, under the direction of the surgeon 
general, with the selection and purchase of all medical sup- 
plies, including new standard preparations, and of all books, 
mstmments, hospital stores, furniture, and other articles 
required for the sick and wounded of the army. In all 
cases of emergency they may prorjde such additional ac- 
commodations for the sick and wounded of the army, and 
may transport such medical supplies at cireumstancea may 
render necessary, under such regulation as may hereafter 
be established, and shall make prompt and immediate 
issues upon all special requisitions made upon tliem under 
such circumstaDcea by medical officers; and the special 
requidtions shall consist simply of a list of the articles 
required, the quantities required, dated, and signed by llie 
medical officer? requiring them. 

8ec. 6. And he it further enacted, That whenever the 
inspector general, or any one of the medical inspectors, 
shiul report an officer of the medical corpe as disquahfled, 
by age or otherwise, for promotion to a higher grade, or 
Dofitied for the performance of his professional duties, he 
■hall be reported by the suiveon general for e^tamination to 
a medical board, as provided by the seventeenth section of 
the act approved August third, eighteen hundred and sizty- 

Sbo. 7. And be it /arlher tnacled, That all acta or parta 
of acta inconsistent with the provisions of this act be, and 
the same are hereby, repealed. 



EXCISION OF THE OS CALCIS, 

AKTICDLATOBT BUBFACE OP THE ASTRAOALrS. OtTBOID, 

ANO TAKBAL EXTBEHITT OF THE FIFTH UETA* 

TARSAL BONE, rOB CABlkS. 

[To th* EillUir or the Anucu Huical Tun.] 

Si8 :— Judging from the numerous reports of cases of con- 

aervative surgery scattered through tlie diflerent periodicals 

of this country, the American surgeon justly deserves tlie 

credit of having, at Uatt, assisted in extending the domain 

of that branch of modem surgery devoted to saving and 

restoration of diseased and mutilated portions of the human 

The success thus lar attained, fully attesting the merits of 
i surgery, has been so encouraging, and in many 
uvea oo little expected, as to leave no doubt (iiat f«r 
: may be accomplished, and still greater triumphs 
achieved, by those who, relying on nature's inexhaustible 
resources, allow themselveB to be guided by patience, perse- 
verance, and gentleness, in their dealings with surgical 
cases. Trusting, as the true and rational p^fi'cian is taught 
to do, to the vis medicatrix naturte in the attendance of 
internal diseases, asenniing to himself merely the office of 
minister and assistant, white leaving to her the full sway of 
her restorative energies, ever watchful of removing obsta- 
cles to her curative efforts and always ready to assist her 
where assistance is needed, llie nirgeoH for centuries past, 
unmindful of the golden precepts with which the physician 
as minister of nature approaches disease. Las been too wont 
to disregard her recuperative powers, and to seek renown 
in mutilation and destruction. But thanks to the procrcas 
of the present ^e in science, and to tho tabors of UiOM 



who have 



devoted tbemselves to the study of natare's 
, lis misuon, throu^ a more correct knowledge 
of surgical pathology, with an unlimited reliance in life's 
restorative power, has been greatly changed. 'The smiles 
of restoratioit now greet his path where formerly the 
despair of destruction followed him. 

Considering it the duty of each one to give publicity to 
individual experience, when of interest (especially at the 
present time), of cases conBmatory of the success trf' con- 
servative sultry — which extends over a vast field, new and 
but little explored — I hope it will be acceptable to the 
readers of your vaJuable journal to refer them, in connexion 
with the case of Dr. Bradlbrd, reported Jan. 18, 1662, in 
the Ahrrkam Ueoical Tikes, to that of Dr. A. Q. Walter, 
of Pittsburgh, Pa., which was published in the Medical 
and Surgical Reporter of Philadelphia, October 20, 185S, 
relating the complete reatoration of a foot in a young 
woman of scrofulous constitution, with caries of tlM 
astragalo-calcanean articulation of man^ vears' standing, 
by the excision of the oe calcis, the articulatory sur&ce of 
tlic astragalus, the cuboid and the tarsal extremity of the 
fifth metatarsal bone. The report says : — " More than three 
^ears now having elapacd since the cq>eration, the beel is 
still full, plump, and rounded, a thick cushion of cellnlar 
and adipose tissues occupying the plaoe of the lost cal> 
caneus, the patient walking with ease, and without h^t or 
lameness, wearing a common aboe, and being in the enjoy- 
ment of perfect health." 

A SUBSCEUSEB. 
UnnhVlM. 



DOMESTIC^ CORBESPONDENCE. 



Tm first of the year brings, as uwia!, chan^ in 
medical matters as well as in eveiything eke. Nut the 
least important are the elections for the officers of tbe 
societies. We note a great chasgt in the College of Phy- 
sicians. The Secretary, Dr. Edward Hartshorne, having 
declined a re-election, baa been succeeded by Dr. John a. 
Packard, whom you may have heard of by a translation of 
Malgaigno's Work on Fractures. This is about all worthy 
of note, as tbe other officers remain pretty much as for 
past, including the lamous " building committee." 



(Dr. 8. is well known by his valuable work on Tlierapea- 
lics, recently issued) ; Dra. Harry Hartshorne and Joshua 
H. Worthington for Vice-Presidents; the former, ex-pro- 
fessor of practice in the defunct Philadelphia and Pennsyl- 
vania Medical Colleges, now " Professor of Phvsiolc^ and 
Hygiene" in the oentral bi|^ school of this city ; the 
latter, chief physician to ibe Friends' Insane Asylum, at 
Frankford ; Treasurer, Dr. Andrew Nebinger, and Record- 
ing Secretary, Dr. Wm. B. Atkinson, both re-elections; 
the latter was a quondam editor of the Medical and Surgi- 
cal Reporter of this city, obstetric editor of the N. A. 
Medico-Chirurgical Review, and I believe at its last ses- 
sion, held a subordinate position in the obstetiic depart- 
ment of tlie Pennsylvania Medical College ; Dr. James 
M. Corse, Corresponding Secretary, formerly a lecturer at 
the Nurses' Home; Dr. A. U. Fish, Assistant Recording 
Secretarv ; and Dr. Geo. Hamilt<m as Censor for five years. 

The Pathological Society still has Dra. John K. Kaue, 
a brother to the Arctic explorer, and Dr Packard, before 
mentioned, as its secretaries. 

The Northern Medical Sodety, located in the extreme 
northern part of the city, elected I)r. Owen Osier as Presi- 
dent; Dr. A. M. tilocnm, Vice-President; Dr. Wm. B. 
Atkinson, Becotding Secretary ; Dr. Wm. Maybury, Cor- 
reqrandingSeccetaij; Dra. Atkinson and Soml. N. IVoth 
Reporting Secretanes; Dr. J. H. Smaltc, Treaaurer, and 

Digmzea oy VjOOQ IC 
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lIKDIOAt NEWS. 



Dra. N. L. Hatfield, J. Bhem, Joaeph R. ^mi, Lewie P. 
Qebhard, and Charles Wittie, as Counsetlora. 

Thme are all the medic^ Hocietiee our city affords, tiie 
clubs, etc, not being entitled to the name, as the Utter 
ateeiDble, not to diacuaa mediciDa or diaeaae, bat ojaten, 
coffee, and the etceteras. 

Speaking of eocietiea, I am inrormed that Dr. Atkinson, 
who has for many yeara filled the post of Secretary of the 
County Uedical Society, purposes issuing this sjving, a 
volume of the discussions held at the montiily conversa- 
tional meetings. This is a move in the right direction. Much 
valuable matter has been lost to the world of medicine, for 
want of just such a publication ; and I wieh him aoccffls in 
the enterprise, though I fear he will scarcely pay expen- 
■es, let alone reoeire any pecuniary advantage by bis 
efforts. Should it be succeasful, I understand that each 
year such a volume will be issued, including the debatea 
at the conversational meetings from September to March 
of each year. This year, the debates were npon Puerperal 
Pevers, with a valuable paner by Dr. Nelanger; Intantile 
Bemittent Fevers, by Dr. Winthn^ Sargent; Variola, by 
Dr. John Bell ; Veratrum Viride, by Dr. Atkinson ; Nature 
and Art in the cure of disease by Dr. D. F. Condie ; and 
the March debate will be upon Fever sod Inflammation 
by Dr. Wm. Darrach. From the calibre of the men who 
opened the debates, valu^le papers were expected, ncH' 
were their hearers diaapptnnted, and the ditcuauons were 
ably continued by many prominent membeni. The forth* 
coming volame is looked for with much interest, though, 
as no public announcement has yet been made, I am 
unable to gay whether it will be ofered to all, or merely 
to the merabers of the society. 

To-day was commencement day at the " Jefiereon." and 
the latter part of next week the same ceremony will take 
pUco at the University. Both having tUghUy reduced 
matricuUting lists, expected rather small lists of graduates ; 
their expectations have been more than realiied. Under 
Busrortnnes cheer up, look at the bright side, as witness 
the newspaper remarks as to the increased advantages ob- 
tained by the students tlAs winter, the proftnort having 
■ mart timt to dtvoU to eacu individual, etc., etc. Sravo I 

The long expected advance being about to be-made, fur- 
ther deponent saith not. Our medici are on the qui viix 
about going to Washington for a few days. In consequence, 
the private committee alluded to in a tbrmer epistle, expect 
to have their list culled for, but lo 1 it appears the governor 
or some other man of autliority boa taken it in charge, and 
private notes have recently been sent to certain persons, 
requesting to know if they will volunteer for two weeks, 
etc What's to be done? All cannot go, nor would they 
be accepted ; nor perhaps would they be required. I 
hope, none may be ; and it could be so, if our army of the 
Potomac were similar to our glorious Western men, who 
are scaring the rebels so that they do not stop to figlit. 
But a truce to this sut^ect, for we oorrespondeuts of the 
press are undra military law, and I may be emitting some 
freaiteereL , 

Yours, etc., 

A. M. Lech, M.D. 



DR. A. T. WILLIAMS. 
Tbi announcem^t of the sudden decease of the late A. T. 
Williams. M.D., on Friday, February 28th, brought sodoees 
and desoialaoa to many hearts. 

Dr. Williams commenced his career as Resident Physi- 
dah to the Btoomingdale Insane Asylum in 1823, wliich 
office he filled for several jrears. After his tnarriage he 
decided to pursue his profession in the immediate neighbor- 
hood of the Institution (the village of-Maobaltanvillo and 



Bloomingdale), where he had, at this early period, many 
warm and devoted fHends. For five and thirty long years, 
througli storm and through sunshine, 'mid summer's heat 
and winter's snows, he has fwthfully discharged the duties 
of his calling, and seoured the confldenoeVnd love of Ae 
entire oommooity. He was, indeed, " the beloved Physi- 
cian." Time is not allowed us to enumerate the various 
offices which he has filled as a public-spirited citizen and * 
philanthropist ; this duty must be reserved for bis biogra- 
pher. He died of pleuro-pneumonia, contracted by exposure 
in the discharge of his professional duties; the attack prov- 
ing fatal after five days' illness. His age was 60 years. 
His obsequies were attended at the village chmch of St, 
Michael's, on Sunday afternoon, when the tears of the ronl- 
titude of his fHends and patients bore testimony to their 
attachmeot, and of their gnef at his departure. 

Out down in the strength of his manhood, and in the 
midst of his usefiibess, how are we reminded " what 
shadows we are and what shadows we pursue." 



Deatb of Dr. Wiluah MuBRAr. — At a meeting of tbe 



in the chair, the following preamble and resolutions 

unanimously adopted: 

VAawt, Tb* Almlfhlr In hh iDMnUble nroTidcnc* bu hod HI to 
ri'Diova IKm our nrfdit i)r. WlllUm Uomj, ■ induM of tba L'ntTardW 
of tullnbanb, fbr thlriMn run TIkIUdk PIiviIcIab. ud ius CuDiulUna 
PknidlinMtbliliuiliBLhMi, tkanDm ^^ 

AuslHif, TkU.»r, Uia nhr^cluw ib4 nirftHDt of 3L Vlnetnt'i BiKpHU, 
demlj' depL<>» tba lun oT our HlwDied Mend uid uaociaU, whoaa Dubit 

Sialltm of bead uid hnrt bad andnrad blm to ni In aummuii Kith all 
'•H vhD knew talm. 

Aflwfvotf. That w> attend tba rniunl af our deoaaaad MeBd asd u*»> 
-* ■* ■■ ' ■■-'— -' ruing (Mlhlnj-dala. 



Kttoltil, Tbit a sup/ o( 



la dill; oltj. 



ft" 



bmllraf tlM 
pybllilwd In th* AviauuK 



lljMtal ftius. 



Explosion in Mikes.— By the a{q>alling catastrophe at 
the New Hartley Colliery, accounts of wKeh were dwly, 
nay hourly, read with such painful anxiety, not only by 
those who were in Home way connected with the mine, 
but by the public in general, no less than 216 men and 
boys, as sturdy and as healthy as any in England, after 
bciug imprisoned for some days in the bowels of the earth, 
were euBocated. Such a Iors of life, from any suddeti acci- 
dent in Great Britain, has not taken place since the rebel- 
lion of 1745. We can only compare it to a battle-field after . 
an engagement, or Uie scourge of that dire epidemic disease, 
chol era. — Lantiet. 

A Royal Commission has been appointed, including Dr. 
Headlah Oreenhow and Mr. P. H. Holland, charged with 
the duty of inquiring into the condition of ail the mines in 
Great Britain, with reference to the health and safety of 
persons employed. 

LIST OF THE NAHEB OF BDItaEONB AND ASSieTAKT BUB. 
CEONS APPOINTED TO THS TOLUNTECB KEOIUENTB OF 
THB STATE OF NEW YORK. SINCE FEB. M. 16«, AND THE 
CHANOEB WUICU HAVE OCCUBKED IM THE EEOUIKNI'S 
IN THE FIELD FBOU THE SAME DATE. 

atit Haiyeon flat 

• EfT^l.^d^ M,D,. ,, . 

, „. -■«. to Iw Buncon of Od K«r„ iVst Darld 

B. Bhauhan dlamlaud ; A. D. RiiiKl«a, U.D., Aaaiit. iv^rfMi Bac., Tin 
UlchaelO, QllllpindiiialiMHl; H. Hirun FJuinti, M.D.. AatlM. Buu Mlit 
Be*,, rlca Lawranoe BajiDnldi proraolML Hanb T.-~N(iieii D. Ffncaan, 
M.D- bunw Wli Bag. Catahr. vice Jnniea Charmu rHlnad: C. H. 
Vao^uui, H.D., Ai^L Surgaon Mth Bog. Harcb k— S. E. Welitfc M.1>_ 
eBrg.tinB«g„v1«e AMB.1^airdIsii)lHed: l,i. Uarvln. U.D., Bnnncm 
>Ttb Bag. vloa W. D. Fargiiaon realgnad. 
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SPECIAL NOTICES. 
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Dulu, 1»S: rvmiOfi. SN; cdLdi^ t. InhnU nnd«r 
— '"-8 p«niBl«,»0; fonJgn, 
AmoDgtbscHtrtur dMthireDotlM:— Apnplc»T. ID; InhnUle ootthI- 
■lon(,«S: cnop,!!: dlpbtherU, 11; tarlat fever, !C; lypbnaDnd trphuld 
fine™,10; 0Dii.iinipUun.n: Miull.p™, 10; dropaj of fiewl, 1»: iBfcmile. 
Bttmlmin, divrtiiBa mid dyientpry. ti ; jnaininiitiun of bmln, II; at 
botteii,8; nf lungs, 81; tronchllls, «; euntmnloB uf b«ln J; oriaDn.!; 
erjilpelu. I; xhoanliiK con^h. 8; mesileL 1. ta^ dcalhg occurred from 
KDte ilaettn ind 2l from TiolonlciDMi, 804 wen nHlve,iiid l« (brelm ; 
IrcliiKl; 4 died Id Um Immlmnt InatltDtloD, umI it 
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MEDICAL DIARY OF THE WEEK. 

r Ni* Tou KoarrriL, Dr. Ralittd. bilf-pul I p.h. 
^ J B^LUTca lioapTrxL, Dr. Tboiou.bilt-putl p.K. 



Bbrcbto. 1 

Wedneidar. I 
Mucbl^ ) 

Uuablf' 






r N.B-1 

I B.i.Lr 



[ SiraGiDAL Srunisii, t 
f Niw Tomi llHPiTi 

{ BlLLITV* IIOWITAI 



AL. Dr. MBTknr, hdf-pul 1 r.a. 
u Dr. LouDila, lulf-pAet 1 r.u. 
'iL,Dn. BttphemoDudQuTlabili 



. Vr. KoTx'i Lrcduv, hilf-pHt 1 r. 

. Dr. Ca«k. bII^pUt 1 r.M. 
, Dr. Wood'iCHnts.lp.a. 
.L,Dn. SWplieuoowidavritbil r. 



SPECIAL NOTICEa 

Tntrodcctobt Lecture. — Dr. Elsbero uiiU deliver a L«e- 
lure iairoduclory to a Course on " The AppHoatioti of 
Jiemtdia to Diteaie," at the UniverfUy Medical CuUege, 
on Monda},, J/arvA 24U, at U o'tloek A.M. 

Medical Stitdentt are invittd to attend. 

SuRCiCAL Sectios, — Tkia Section uriU meet next Friday 
evening, the 281A wibmt, at the houK of the Chairman, Dr. 
Jauu B. Wood, at 8 o'el^k P.M. Sulffect for dweuuton— 
Ti-aeheotomy, &c. 

All butineu eomrnameatiom miut be addretted to the Seere- 
tary, Db. J. P. Garrisu, No. 40 Weet 21rt Street. 

Bml Tnt hr 1U1 m Beoclpt of Prtss. 

/general and Descriptive Anatomy of 

VI Ibo OoDiHlla Aatinth, br JfAn Suntt* and Juna Lht, ?ivfi(Mai> 
uf VaUrlBuy Eiir;ei7. Svo. XoBilon, IStJ. fSIB. 

Biiixim BtOTuiu, «0 Brondwij, N. T. 



P. W. Bedford, 
FHA-KM^CEUTIST, 



745 Sixth Avenae, n 
Oppntll* SliUi At 



r Forty-fourth Street, 



rtKLE&LYn». 



DeGcriptive (iirculBrswiUi Sniiiplescf Wb>-k 

will be sent Mnilfi-BB. 

HiilBB jnit eompIeWd thn most uneufnl Kaum'i bnoiueu Oitj bin 
,*Ter enjoj-ed— whfreln tticy huTe domnnttmled tial, /br aU HwU of 
work, tbey hive "THE SRWINO UACHINE OF THE WOKLD'— 
lUeMbSlngthrfr *" "^ ' i""" '"«»"*" ""W™""* 

"NEW TAILORINO MACHINE." 

Tblch thODld do ()I klodit of funll/ Hwing. ud Hima BuaamiiD, wb 
i-aftttartof Mucblse. wbieb, fur ebMlercr 



m b« beet AppreelBt«d br Ihoae who bpiT. 
■ ■>not ukoreipecl Ibe p • 
ire eourt lnveMgation. 
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Dr. S(inllib-i> prepuratloni InvBrliblj oied, and tvnj noulble Bttentln 

STen to tha Dlspenslna Daparlment. Trnawj, ElMtfo Slneklnga, renwle 
ippvrleia, Bboulder Hncet, ele. 

pharmaceutical Granules and Dra- 

GARNIER LAMOUREUX & CO., 

Members of the Collcgo of FbarroBcj, Pwifl. 



D the qiiadrupje pr^t of 



bafortn of DraQeea. 
Aaenl (tw the UBlled Bulea, 

U WaUar Streal, a few dt 



KSS 



It Fne ^ Hall ea Bscelpt of Price. 



Illustrated manual of Operative Sur- 

X »EKT AND BURniCAL ANATOMT. Edited, iclib Netaa and 



wltb 118 colored plalei, half'b 
with plaiB plataa, «* M. 
BiTLuui gacnuai, 



gilt tups. Price. tU I 
Brwdnr, R, T. 

Qgmzea oy VjOOQ iC 



AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES ADVEETTSEE. 



E. & S. FOUGERA, PHARMACEUTISTS, 
Ko. 30 K. William St., K. York, and Na 169 Atlantic st, Brooklyn, 

GENERAL AOENTS FOR THE FOLLOWING PREPARATIONS: 

Aanm : T. METCALF A CO, Boston, Mabb. ; IL P. WAKELEE, Saw Fkakci8co, CAUromni j K L 

MA880T, Sr. Lodw, Mo.; . Baltihorb, Maktlako, wc, na 

To be had nho from the llrM claaa I>r«c Stores 



II l> Hit. hudr. HBumlnl, and of igmt oanTFnleius fOr 
Orriiu<]HUy «M«<r]r MytMuiu] fOiarmaintilltU. ud 
luenllf usd InlbadTll pnotl«iltl(Uiec»l7«aeiiiplo7*d 



PaiUnt*. QdHnllf ius3lnU»dTl1piiMl«ili 
■- •■■ ^ 'u ud hogilulr -* ^ 



ALBE9PKyi{t~S EPKSrASTlO PAPER. 1> UMd fiw buIdUIhIiic bU»- 



RAQUIN'S CAPSULES, 

ApproTtd tiT tlM FtuA Audtnif af Usdlelii*— Ddlf prHerlbcd «llli 
•owMi br In* DrofHiluB st lUf*. Tfaw i.l>p«iilM an upuliv to uj 
MmllH iiiipuuoBt. < 



GENEVOIX PORE OIL OP HORSE CHESNDT3. 

ThU AnTi-QoDT infuitlaa It Knonc ttia nniiMrDa* teOlal imlla- 
■d bji tMfipaDtlo, lb* bed utarul mncdfliirQoirT, Ubiu- 

a^jiltrtryttitpoTlanl, U inplTliig ttali oil, to nib fmllr od tba 



K, ud NniA 

E. OENSVOlif. Pbu. U Bse d« 



roT^Pbu 



BLANCAKD' 

Etsit phnldiui, nt 
m viMUciiL pnputlo] 

Eub pin goDliliu oi 
»l11a a da/. Nod> ul . __ 

lUaehM to llu lower part of tlig cnrk, I 

^anc;abd, pi 



PILLS OF IODIDE OF IRON. 

■vork of madidna, ragaWa 1^ lodlda of Iron b 

idLUdc thi pnpertJu oT both Iron and ladluh 
[nlu «f lodidfl of liuD. Ih* doaa la tvo to fOa 



L, No. dO Sua Bcupaite, Paila. 



BONJEAN'B ERGOTINE & DRAGEES OF EBOOTINE. 

Sm^tm't SranU^t. or pariflad Gltiut oT Knot. 1> thl aUnctlla pHl- 
atala urflKala C«nwliim, mlnaa I'm polwooua fdWaoca^ In oooaoqntDn, 
SMtam^t Sryvtint mar bo givaa Id doaaa pnportloaau to Ibo tUiifw or 
Uw wa. witbout any rlik for the lira of Uu paUaiiL Tbadiaa oT AcH^jlaiin'i 
MrgMmt la from drc to 10 fnJca, dallf. Om drag^ [Itmg gralaa) pu; 
ba flvan, cruhad. areij two or Ihnehoun, Id aoma grare oaioa of ntarlDO 

haDMxAaca' 

USELOITTE, PbeD., No. 1> Roc B«DrboIi, TillanaDTa. Pirla 



QDETENNE'S IRON AND DRAGEES OF IRON 

Br nYDBOOEH. 
tyjdmi dadnoa to bara a &llhfDl vtlcla, will pwuriba ffmilna 
Q m i iHUt* Iron, width la alwajt UDlfcuu and nlUtil*,aiidi[uJla dJaUer* 
nmn tbaooi '-' '—~ '— "-■' 



Iw oBBifnarDUl Iron Itj uiiimn. 



rdi-'tri' 



^LEBEL'S SAVONULES OF COPAIVA, &c., io. 

Tba maMmHj aetloii orCopalia on Iha •tDiuatik, eaailDg sauaaaiu tma- 
Mtaii *Mi gaMto darucaanut*. r**dan H* aoMlnntd ampkriiimt ofta 
hnpoaalbla. lu LabaPa BaTonalaa, tba Baliam, hj lla aapuninaUan wl* 
u akall, ia modlflad la meh a maiuitr Ibat lu dlnKloD In nuj aod lu 
■baonitlon moc*na4r.b*>lda* lla alcswit torn and dlagnlaa nnilir a coat- 
lac <J glatas, raooiarad by ucB aa a drafaa, oallbgr offend Iha tight nor 



IXisB,— FUtacD gnina U powdar, two or thraa tli 



T.JufbtftM 



LABELONYE'S GRANULES OF DIGITALIS,. 

Racb Ononla mntaliia ona-lbM of a rrala of IlTdiD-alcDbona Eltraet of 
Digital li PorpnrBfc Tbia inparalloo la an u«!)«Bt atdallTe, a nowaiAil 
diuntla. and la paifaetlT ampliibla to tho ttmnacta. Thaj rapilala wall 
tha l-ultaUont of lAa tttart, iBcnaia npldijr the nrisair taovUona, aot 
nmarkablT well la the Sinoia AiteUoMoiu, A%f»r**mi. and HtP*^ 
trtjiJUat or tba Utart. la Tartooa Undo of Divpdaa, piiiHlpallr iLoM 
■luiplomaUo to tba llaart. 
Dwit— Four to ten Oraaols dallr- „ . „ ^ 

LABELONYIt,FhjB.,WgnaBwirl«iiTll1»naM'a, Paria. 
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E. A a FOUQEEA'S COMPOUND DRAGEES OFj 
8ANT0NINE. 

TbcHl>>Mdatac*^»aadi49aaioiitneaBdJaIa|iiBaara at the Bina How 
TormlfuEO and narnilTa— halai eoatad with aonr lU* at* pletaut ta 
Uka, erao fbr oh^tdren. Each Dravta cottalaa bilf a fialn Samnnloa aad 
oU'linh oft fnlnof Jaliplaa.witliabai»l*taai>d eoatad with au(u. 

Poaa.— 'Ton to tweira a day for an ado]t> rewated throe dnja. 



AmmvS by Oa FrmcJi. AtaitBtD af Mtdldm^ 

Tha ioperlomy of actlDn of Ibe Lactait of Inn \t duly a'cribi 
lerfaot ioliibllllj In (be gutrto Jnln. It li dal^f prtaorllwd Iter I 



PAULUNIA-FOURHIER, 

la dallr tdnlabtartd ae a upk aud prindpallr fcr tka aaTaai 

hgnoaltiidnntafsout application Bw Stutral&la, BtaSaA^to 

of tba itamaab. Ao^ 4e. It U hnrat^ apokao ol \ij Ura. TtWMaau, 



bTorablT ipoliaD o( lir ura. TtwiMtau, 
Ho. H Uu* d'Aoba Sl HonoA Pnrlt. 



E. & S, FOUGERA'S DRAGEES AND SYRUP OF 
PYROPHOSPHATE OF IRON. 

ita^ln^r two Important Blenwali 



T'^, 
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PIEBLOrS VALERIANATE OF AMMONIA, 

roK StS TO us, A FTMOTIOSa. 
ma nrapaiaUoa la sot at all Uka tha me prepared br Apotbrorlai, iT 
Iha ftanula pablUhad la tha loorwla ; Ita o«ar. Ita taate. and ibo>e all. 

BiHiaia^wbinlUa(karaMUlt,wlllUUaii)iw* how dlffannt IbajL.. „ . 

ooa IMa tba othar. niU lur Um patlaaL Blood 

B«— « ■« PUrMt rolardanMa ^ Ammmita It a matt am*-' — -' * ■■-- "— 

im»Aji'l'*<iraifla,^pilti>tt,Oi>mmiMtm»,ntt'trtiLtiA,Ae. . 

Dot!.— TwalolliMttanmaiyt dailT. oodllnroU. I>ota.- 
PUKLOT, pbtK, «> Bu llutrln^ Pula 

E. * S. FOVeERA, PharmaceuUsU, New York and Brooklyn, 

Gbnbral Aoxnts for tbb abot> Pbxpakatioks, 

N3. PsAuiAoaininB and Wholssalk BHuaaisTS will find it to their tdvutafie to Bead Tor onr ncn 
price Current, in which the prices of Imported French Medicinal Preparationi are much reduced. 
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©ric|inal frrlnus. 

LECTURES ON 
NEW REMEDIES AND THEIR THERAPEU- 
TICAL APPLICATIONS. 



LECTDRB V. PART I. 



TBI ACTIVB PBfflCIPLK 

GiHTLUiEN : — Colchicum has beea exammed bv several 
cbemUt^ but it is not jet cleail; determined whether its 
active principle is an alkaloid or ueuiral subsUiDce. Tiiose 
who first iuvestiguted ita properties called it colchicia, 
or colchiciene, and Oberlin gives the name colcliiceine. 
Pereira has adopted the nainel huvL' chosen, and I think it 
the best and most euphonious of tbcm aU. 

HUtory. — Fellatier and Caveiituu lirst defflonBtrated in 
1820, thai an active principle existed m the plant, but they 
supposed it to be identical with veratria; but to Geiger and 
Hesse, in 1833, is due the credit of first isululing the princi- 
ple, in an impuie state, and using it in physiological investi- 
gations. L. Oberlin (io CompUt Rendiu, Dec, 1856) states 
that he has repeated the process of Oeiger and Llease, hut 
was UDable to obiua a crystalhzable product. I have 
repeated the esperiments of these gentlemen, but have 
obtained better results by adopting « process differing from 
either. Wr, J. E. Cf.rter (Am. Jour. Pharm., May, 1858) 
has adopted a still diderent plan, and whereas all who pre- 
ceded him used the seeds, lie used the connus in making 
bis iuvestigatiuns. The product which he oblaioed a^ipears 
to be an alkaloid principle, and be gives Dumerous testa 
and regents for its dett^ction, but as 1 did not see his 
thesis until after mj iuvestigattons had been made, and as 
I have never obtained any of the alkaloid of wliich' be 
treats, I am unwillingly compelled to leave hia principle for 
discussion at some futui'e time. 

Method of Preparation. — The process employed by Oeiger 
and llesse is m follows: — The seeds arc macerated in 
alcohol, and the tincture obtained evaporated by a gentle 
heat, and during the process repeatedly decolorized ; whett 



Beparat«d as speedily as posaihle from the alkaline carbonate 
bv expressing and treating with absolute alcohoL The 
ftlcoholic soluliou is Gltered, decolorized, evaporated, and 
the oolchiciDS allowed to deposit. 

fijr this process L. Oberlio could not succeed in obtaining 
• crystidlizabie product. I have found by repeated experi- 
menia that this process of Geiger and Hesse produces a 
compound substance, which is un crystal I izahle, and which 
consists of a resinuid substance in combination with the 
so-called alkaloid, or rather neutral piinciple. Oberlin 
obtained the substance which he calls colchictint, in contra- 
disliaction from tJie product called colchicia by Geiger, by 
treating Uieir uuctyslAlliz^ble product with water aciuiGed 
with sulphuric or liydiocbloric acids, and evaporating to a 
syrupy uonaistence ; it is then thrown into water, and a 
yellowish white precipitate takas place; this is soluble in 
alcohol or ether, and crystallizes readily. He obtained the 
•ame product directly from the seeds, by dissolving the 
alcoholic extract in alcohol and decolorizing. The syrupy 
extract which remained after ev^oralion when dissolved 
in water, and slightly acidulated with sulphuric acid, gave 
rise to a ducculeut piecipitate. The liquid, when filtered 
and left lor aoiue weeks, produced warty auicular crystals. 

1 have repeated this procc^fs, but the result is so small, 
and so great a length of time is required, that I was led to 
adopt ■ dllTerenl proMss. It will be obMrred that this 
^ Am. Mid. Timm, Vol. IV., Na 13. 



process of Oberlin divides the product of Geiger into two 
substances, a resinoid and a neutral 

The process that I had adopted for obtaining this princi- 
ple is aa follows. The seeds of the meadow saffron ate 
ground in a coSee-mill, and mixed with about one-third 
their bulk of animal charcoal, the whole moistened with 
dilute alcohol, and placed in a percolator. The mass is 
allowed to stand in the percoktor saturated with dilute 
alcohol for several days; percolation is Uien allowed to 
proceed, and dilute alcohol is added until it passes through 
nearly tasteless. This is concentrated by evaporation to 
about one-half, and then filtered. Magnesia is now added, 
and the whole precipitate collected on a filter and dried. 
The mass is then boiled in alcohol and filtered, treated with 
carbonate of soda until a precipitate no longer forms, but 
carefully avoiding an excess of the soda, and filtered at 
ODce. This gives a fawn-colored powder, which may, if 
required, be crystallized from very dilute sulphuric or 
hydrochloric acids. The amorphous precipitate should be 
rendered still lighter in color by repeated solutions in alcohol 
and precipitations by soda; but it is accompanied by great 
lea?, as it is quite soluble. 

Phyikalaiid C^CTniealProptrd'et.— The product obtained 
bv me, and which I have placed under the heading of Col- 
chicina, is identical with the col hiciiiit of Oberlin, but as I 
sliall liiLve bj and by to treat of the physiological effects 
of the product obtained by Geiger, it will be better to 
speak of all under the one beading. It is not properly a 
salt, or if BO is a very feeble one, and iu its chemical pro- 
perties should more properly be considered a tteulral prin- 
ciple. It is very slightly soluble in cold water, to which it 
communicates a bitterness. It is more soluble in boiling 
water, which is rendered very bitter, but a precipitate takes 
place aa the water cools. It is soluble in alcohol, ether, 
chloroform^ and wood spiritfi, in all of which ita taste is 
intensely bitter. It crystallizes in iridescent, pearly lamellB. 
It is soluble in ammonia^ caustic potash, and soda. It it 
not deliquescent in the air, and wliether in tlie state of 
amoi-phous precipitate, or lametis, it remains unaltered. 
Oberlin found that the alcoholic solution was colored by the 
addition of bichloride ot platinum, but that no precipitate 
was formed. Pure nitric acid dissolves it, and it acquires a 
very intense yeQow culor, which passes to violet, then deep 
red, and bright red, and returns to ita original yeUow color. 
He found also that concentrated sulphuric acid dissolved it, 
forming a solution of very intense yellow color, which it 
retained even alter dilution with water. Hydrochloric acid 
dissolves it also with a bright yellow color. Acetic acid 
dissolves it, without alteration of color. He fuuad also 
that it acquired a green color with perchloride of iron ; but 
presented no change of color or turbidity with solutions of 
acetate of lead, nitrate of silver, perchloride of mercuiy, or 
infusion of galls. 

Oberiin lound ita composition to be C 62-83, H 6'60, 
N 4-19, 26'38. PellatJer considered this substance to b» 
identical with veratria; but, independent of the matiy chemi- 
cal tests, it may be distinguished from that alkaloid by the 
following properties : — A very small quantity of veratria 
causes intense sneezing, whereas colchicina produces no 
such effect. Colchicina is slightly aoluble in water, to 
which it communicates a bitterness; it crystallizes also in 
pearly lamellee; veratria has neither of these properties. 

PkytiologiaU Action of Cokhicina. — It is a very bitter 
and poisonous substance, even in very small doses indudnjf; 
vomiting and purging. Geiger, who experimented with it 
on animals, found it to act as a violent drastic porg^ caus- 
ing convulsions and death fi'om gastro-enteritis. One-tenth 
of a grain dissolved in weak spirits killed a young cat in 
about twelve hours : the symptoma were salivation, vomit- 
ing, diarrhcea, a staggering gait, ories, convulsions, and 
death ; the stomach and inteatinea were violently infiamed, 
and liad extrava!«ted blood throughout the whole course. 

Albrr* has also experimented with it on animals. He 
applied half a grain of the oolchicin of Geiger under the 
■km of the ttii^ of a &og. After &fteen minulM Uie 
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bre«tbing became laborious; afler thirty-tbrce minuteB 
paralysis of the leg supervened, whicli in the course of an 
hour extended over the whole body, bo that neither the 
skin nor the limb reacted on applying irritants; respiration 
ceased, but the heart continued to pulsate fur nine hours 
longer. Repeated experiments gave similar resuita, and 
Albers concludes that ; — 1st, Colchicin acts specially upon 
the skin, considerably diminishing', and even entirely de- 
atroying its sensibility. 2d, Muscular activity is completely 
paralysed without preceding convulsions or spasmodic 
acljon. 3d, The heart does not share the paralysis of the 
■voluntary muscleB. 4th, The effects of colchicin appear 
only after a comparatively long time ; the delayed enecU 
of preparations of colchicum in diseases is hence eipl^ned. 

Hoppt arrives, from his eiperimenta on frogs, at the con- 
clusion tliat colchicin first stimulates (he activity of the 
heart, and that its after e&ecte render it considerably weaker. 
That it first protluces contraction of the bloodvessels, after- 
wards dilatation, and he thinks colchicin a special stimulant 
acting impulsively on the nerves of the vessels. 

Aachriff observed the following effects from colchicin ; — A 
pigeon, after one-quarter of a grain was administered, lost 
appetite, became drooping, hod three evacuations, and died 
greatly emaciated on the ninth day Half a grain was 
given to a rabbit two months old : after sii minutes it 
showed great unes^ness, quickened and laborious respira- 
tion, paralysis, spasms, and deatli in seven hours. A grown 
rabbit died after sixteen hours, from two grains; while 
another recovered in three days from the same dose, after 
stifiering threatening symptoms. One grain applied into a 
cut in tlie leg of a dog three months old, produced restless- 
DesB, whining, mucous stools, diarrhrea, and death in six- 
teen hours. Two grains dissolved in half a drachm of 
akohoi were applied with friction to the region_of the kid- 
ney of a dog two years old : disinclination to lake food, 
pultaceous eicrements, contraction of the abdomen, vomit- 
ing, restlessness, diarrhoea, towards the Ust miied with 
blood, and death in five hours. A lamb ten days old died 
aflier six hours, with phenomena similar to those observed 
in the cases of dogs and rabbits. A cat died in twenty-six 
hours from one grain. In one ca^ of a dog sis months 
old poisoned by one grain, fifteen grains of tannic acid were 
of no antidotal effeoL The animal died seven hours after 
taking the colchicin. In a case of poisoning of a cat by 
one grain and a half, chemical analysis proved colchicla 
to exist in the stomach, small intestines, heart, lun^ liver, 
kidneys, and blood. According to Aschofl''s investigations 
colchicm is an acrid, narcotic poison, producing inflammn- 
tioQ of tlie stomach and intestines, as proved on dissection, 
and causing death on reaching the circulation. 

Gvstavia Bky administered oiie-eightli er^n of colchi- 
cin to a cat three months old; anxiety, reallcssness, vomits 
ing, and dlarrhceic discharges followed, with spasms and 
death in six hours. Dissection showed inHsmination of 
the cesophagus and stomach, and the heart was filled with 
black blOod. To a grown rabbit were given two grains of 
colchicin in three divided doses; it passed considerable 
urine, lost all inclination for food, had very liquid discharges, 
vomited witli much retching, and died in about seven 
hours. Dissection showed great congestion of the liver 
and kidneys, inflammation of the cesophagus and intestin^ 
mucous membrane, black blood in the neart, yellowish 
liquid mucus in the stomach, and thin bloody excrement 
in the rectum. Three-quarWra of a grain were administered 
to another grown rabbit, and two hours after fiileen grains 
of tannic acid in water ; it was very restless, refused to take 
food, passed urine, and very thin alvine discharges. Soon 
alter another dose of fifteen grains of tannic acid was 
given, and after six hours it again took food, and seemed 
after a few days to be recovered, but remained afraid of 
everybody. One grain introduced with a little water 
into the cellular tissue of a rabbit, killed it in an hour 
and a half. Dissection sliowed the intestines to be in- 
flamed, liver and kidDeys congested, dark blood io the 
Dsut, bot the Bt«miicli aiul ceaopbagus bealtlij. Blej, 



like Aschoff, demonstrated the existence of colchicin in 
the organism after death, and thinks that tannin may be 
tried as an antidote against its powerful poisonous effects. 

&hroff made physiological experiments with colchicin 
on men as well as on animals. In one case one centi- 
gramme was taken, and the following symptoms observed. 
Taste very unpleasantly hitter, followed by disagreeable 
eructations, nausea with strong inclination to vomit^ and 
increased secretion of saliva; these symptoms continued 
for several hours : the frequency of tiie pulse waa reduced 
during tlie first two hours by eleven beats. In the second 
experiment, on the same person eight days later, two 
centigrammes were administered in a wafer, thus avoiding 
the unpleasant taste. The same symptoms applied 
during the first four hours as those previously noticed. 
Afterwards there waa increased nausea, great anxiety, 
unpleasant sensations; sleep waa troubled and restJe«s; 
about midnight repeated diarrhcea, and vomiting took 
place, which from time to time continued the next morn- 
ing. Nausea, entire want of appetite, unpleasant sensa- 
tions, and great tenderness in the abdomen, continued for 
four days. The stools were yellowish green, mucoid, and 
there was much tenesmus. A feverish condition was in- 
duced with chills, and succeeding heat, thirst, quickened 
pulse, headache, restlessness, and sleeplessness. The urina 
was like whey, with abundant white sediment Not until 
the fifth day did these abnormal symptoms pass off. 

Rabbits died in from nine to fourteen hours, irrespec- 
tive of the dose. One deeigramme (about a grain and a 
halQ was the smallest dose, it killed withjn fourteen 
hours : and one gramme (about fifteen and a half grains) 
was the maximum dose administered, which killed in 
eleven hours. In genera! very violent purging foUowed 
a few hours after administration, and the animals died gra- 
dually exhouated, somewhat hka death from aconile. In 
exceptional cases — most frequently when no diarrhoea had 
taken place — convulsions immediately preceded death, 
otherwise, however much and in whatever way Schroff 
irritated the animab, and acted on their organs of sense, 
no ^ellei spoams appeared. Moat constantly enteritis was 
found, sometimes gastritis, and always thick, pitchy black 
blood filled the cavities of the left heort, and the ascending 
and descending aorta to the branches belonging to the 
brain, liver, and kidneys. Comparing the effects of colchi- 
cin with those of veratria, Schroff refers to the fact, that 
the former does not excite sneezing when applied to the 
nose, violent burning and pricking pain when applied to 
the skin, great irritation of the mucous membrane of the 
mouth, and intense salivation, oil of which veratria does. 
Colchicin, it ia true, induces vomiting, but only after con- 
siderable time, while veratria does so quicklv. Colchicin^ 
almost constantly causes gastro-enteritia, which veratria 
does noL Bui ilie moat essential difference consists in the 
absence of any special relation of colchicin to the spinal 
marrow ; reficx spasms never appear, w;hich do take place 
in so marked a manner after the administration of veratria. 
A striking difference between colchicin and all narcotics is 
the fact, that the increase of the dose of the poison has 
comparatively almost no influence on the hastening of 
death. Colchicin possesses, therefore, only the properties 
of an acrid poison, without any special action on the brain 
or spinal marrow. (7b tt CbMAuMd) 

M. PnavAtJLT of Tours speaks thus of his personal expe- 
rience of the antiphlogistic method: — " When eighteen 
years old, and a student at Paris, I was seized with an 
attack of acute rheumatism, and carried to La Charil^, to 
M. Bouillaud's wards. Seven bleedings from the arm in 
four daySj eighteen cuppings at the knees, diite absolve for 
a week, mercurial frictions, blisters, were the treatment 
However, the fever did notceaae before the eighteenti day. 
At the end of a month, I left the hospital, and managed to 
reach my lodgings, which I could not leave again for a 
month ; and I was a vear before I was free from pun and 
BtJSiieaa in the joinU.' — ffrit. Uei. Jbw. 
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^ritliuai Commmuratious. 

A SINGULAR CASE OF HEMIOPIA, 



Br CHARLES A. LEE, A.M., M.D., 

Two years ago last July Miss T , tet. IC, attending a 

bosrding-schuol, was iastantaneously attacked vith bemio- 
pia while reading an essay before the school Her face was 
observed to flush very much while reading, and the accident 
was at once discovered. I was requested to see her not 
long afterwards, and found her laboring under partial blind- 
ness of the ri(;ht eye, obaouring one half tlie field of vision. 
Closing the left eye and looking directly forward, she could 
see just one half of any object, if presented immediately 
before the eye, viz. the upper ; the tower half being toiaUy 
inviiibU. The treatment, which was generally alterative, 
locally depletant, and revulsive, and continued for several 
weeks, produced no change whatever, and the vision is now 
as imperfect as the day the accident happened. 

1 believe that temporary hemiopia, affecting the right or 
left half of all objects, is not very unusuid, as I have myself 
been thus affected at times, and known many otliers also 
simitarly attackeij. Sometimes it has been conGned to 
one eye, but quite as often attacks both. But in all these 
cases the affection has been but temporary, passing off in 
the course of a few minutes, or hours, at furlhcBt. The 
celebrated Dr. Wollaston was repeatedly attacked with 
hemiopia, as related by himself, in the Philosophical Trans- 
actions for 1824 (part i. p. 229), and he made the disease 
the basis of a theory regarding the " Semi-deciatation of the 
Optic Nervts," published io the same paper. As his case is 
an extremely interesting one, especially in connciiou with 
the morbid appearaocce of his brain, as disclosed at the 
autopsy {Lond. Med. Gazette, vol. iii. p. 293 r Lond. 1829). 
no apology will be needed for quoting it at length, as well 
as two other cases which be has related : — 



I allude, in consequence of violent exercise I had taken for 
two or three hours before. I suddenly found that I could 
see but half the face of a man whom I met ; and it waa the 
same with respect to every object I looked at. In attempt- 
ing to read the name Johhbos over the door, I saw only 
SOM ; the commencement of the name being wholly obli- 
terated to my view. In this instance the loss of sight was 
towards my left, and was the same whether 1 looked with 
the right eye or tlie left. This blindness was not so com- 
plete as to amount to absolute blackness, but was a shaded 
darkness without definite outline. The complaint was of 
short duration, and in about a quarter of an hour might be 
said to be wholly gone, having receded with a gradual mo- 
tion from the centre of vision obliquely upwards towards 
the left. Since this defect arose from over-fatigue, a cause 
common to many other affection^ I saw no reason to ap- 
prehend any return of it, and it passed away without 
any need of remedy, without any further explanation, 
and without my drawing any useful inference from it. 
IL is now about fifteen months since a similar aCTection 
occurred again to myself without my being able to assign 
any cause whatever, orto connect it with any previous or 
subsequent indisposition. The blindness waa first observed, 
as before, in lookin^^ at the face of a person I met, whose 
left eye was to my sight obliterated. My blindness was in 
this instance the reverse of the former, being lo my right, in- 
stead of the left, of the spot to which my eyes were directed ; 
to that I have no reason to suppose it in any manner con- 
nected with the former affection. The new punctum ccectm* 
was situatL'd alike in botli eyes, and at au angle of about 
three degrees from the centre ; for when any object was 
viewed at the distance of about five yards, the point not 



seen was about ten inches distant from tiie point actually 
looked at. On this occasion the affection, aft^r having 
lasted with little alteration for about twenty minutes, was 
removed suddenlj^ and entirely by the excitement of agree- 
able news respecting the safe arrival of a friend from a very 
hazardous enterprise." 

We are not informed whether Dr. W. ever had any sub- 
sequent attacks of hemiopia, but he died about four years 
after this account was written, and it is stated that the 
right optic thaiamua was of an unusually large size, and that 
on making a section of it, with the exception of a layer of 
medullary substance on its upper port, little or no vestige 
of its natural substance was perceptible. It had been con- 
verted into a tumor as large as a middle-sized hen's egg, of a 
greyish color towards the circumference, and harder than 
the brain itself^ somewhat of a carious Consistence, but in 
the centre of a brown color, soft, and in a half-dissolved 
state. This diseased structure was not confined to the 
thalamus, but extended to the neighboring portion of the 
corpus striatum. The right optic nerve, where it passes on 
the outside of the thalamus, waa of a brown color, more 
expanded, and softer than natural. (See Loc Cit, p. 293 ) 
Whether any connexion existed between this pathological 
condition of the brain and the previous affection of the 
sight, cannot be determined with any certainty, although it 
is certain that " morbid alterations in the substance of the 
brain sometimes produce periodic diseases; and that certMn 
additional causes of excitement operating upon an unsound 
brain will cause one or other of toe functions of that organ 
to be for a time impeded, till the new cause ceases to operate, 
when the individuni immediately returns tohisformerstat^ 
of apparent health," 

Dr. Wollaston bos related, in connexion with his -own 
case, two other instances of the affection in persons of his 
acquaintance, which ate nerhaps worth quoting. In one, 
a gentleman, after suffering severe pain in his head (or 
some days,about the left temple, and towards the back of the 
left eye his vision became considerably impaired, attended 
with otner symptoms, indicating a sUght compression on 
the htaln. Dr. W. saw bim at the end of thTt» or four 
weeks, and found him laboring under hemiopia, which 
became permanent. In this case the blindness was in 
reference to objects situated to the right of the centre of 
view. " Fortunately," says Dr. W., " the field of his vision 
is sufficient for writing perfectly. He sees what he writes^ 
and the pea with which he writes, but not the band that 
moves the pen. This affection is the same in both eyes, 
and consists in an insenwbility of the retina on the left side 
of each eye. /( ieema most probable that eome tffution took 
place at the time of the origindl pain on that tide of the head, 
and has left a permanent compression on the left thalamus.* 
This partial blindness has now lasted so long without sensi- 
ble amendment as to make it very doubtful wh»i my 
friend may recover the complete perception of objects on 
that aide of him." 

In another case, related by Dr. W., a person had been 
habitually subject to the affection for sixteen or seventeen 
years, whenever his itomach viae in any contiderable degree 
deranged. Here the blindness was invariably to the right 
of the centre of vision, afieoting both eyes alike, and last- 
ing about a quarter of an hour after eating, when laboring 
under indigestion, and then subsiding without leavine any 
permanent imperfection of sight. The pathology of this 
affection, as suggested by WoUaeton, is highly rational and 
ingenious, if not wholly sound in detail He assumes 
that, as the corresponding points of the two eyea sympa- 
thize in disease, tlieir sympathy must arise from structure, 
and not from a "mere habit of feeling together;" that 
two corresponding points most be supplied with a psjr of 
filaments from the same nerve, and the seat of a disease 
in which similar parts of both eyes are affected must be 

• Dr. VolluloD 'u ondrr Ilia ImprcMloD tbat Ibis opUc duth took 
thaip riw, fHim ih« tMoIiHKi ntTVOTtm opttcOFitm ; wureu It li now 
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considered as situated at s distance from the eyes, at Bome 
place in the course of the nerves where these filaments are 
Btill uniltd. Hence, he inferred (hat the cord, which is 
called optic nervr, must be regarded as conBiBtiup of two 

gortions, one of whioh comes from the right, and the other 
■om the left thalamus : decussation thus taking place only 
between the adjacent halves of the two nerves: that por- 
tion proceeding from the ripht thalamus to Ibe right side of 
the right eye, passing to its destination without interfer- 
ence ; and in a similar manner the left thalamus supplying 
the left side of the left eye with one part of its fibres, 
while the remaining halves of both nerves, in passing over 
to the eyes of the opposite sides, intersect each other, either 
with or without intermixture of their fibres. It follows 
that an injury to the te/t tbaUnius would occasion blindness 
to all objects situated to our n'ghi, owing to inrensibihty of 
the left half of the retina of both eyes, and vice vetsd. But 
how is it, when, as in the case I have given, the Tipper or 
lower Aa^ of the field of vision is obscured, causing hori- 
Bontal hemiopia? Is there any evidence that tlie two por- 
tions, of which each optic nerve may be regarded as con- 
sisting, remain distinct after they form the retina? Do 
not pathological facta, and anatomical and physiological 
experiments, show that diseases and injuries afTectmg one 
Bide of the brain produce amaurosis only in the opposite 
eye, instead of hemiopia in both eyes 7 Mackenzie has 
called attention to the fact that, as the optic nerves pas* 
through the sclerotica and choroid, coneiderablv nearer the 
middle line of the body t^jan the centre of the globe of 
each eye, the two optic axes, which, if any two points 
deserve to be considered as such, are surely corresponding 
points, will not be formed by filaments from the same 
nerve, but from opposite nerves ; and he thinks it more 
probable that the two portions, of which each oplic nerve 
consists, mingle in the fibres, and then expand into the 
retina, so that the membrane in each eye should be regarded 
fibres derived 

The best and most recent anatomical aulhontiee repre- 
sent the optic nerves as decussating with each other in 
such a manner as to form a connexion between the two 
opposite sides, as well as between each tubercle and retina 
of the same side. This is beautifully illustrated by n plate 
in Daltou's Physiolopy, where from each npiic tubercle 
three different bundles or tracts of nervous fibres are wen 
given off; one set passing across transversely at ihe point 
of decussation, and luming backwards, terminates in the 
tubercle of the opposite side ; another set, croi^sing dia- 
gonally, continues onward to ihe opposite eyeball ; while 
a thira passes directly forward to the eyet>all of the same 
side; a fourth set of fibred, still, passes across, in point of 
the dccusJalion, from the retina of OJie side to that of the 
opposite ^;de. Ity this arrangement, thirn, we have the 
two rctine, as well as the two optic tubercles, connected 
with earli oiher by conimissurai fibies; while ench tubeu'le 
is, at the same time, cotineclid both with its own retina 
and with that of the opposite side. It is doubtless owing 
to these connexions, and this arrangement, that when, in 
the human subject, the eyes are direcwd in their proper 
axes, the two retina?, as well as ihe two optic tubercles, 
act as a single organ, and that vision is single, though 
there Rre images upon the retinK : double vision only 
occurring wlien the eyeballs are turned out of their proper 
direction, so that the parallelism of their axes is lost, and 
the imago no longer falls on corresponding pu-ls of the 
tworetinte; or in other words, the fibres which proceed 
from the optic ganglia to the retinas, constituting the pro- 
pet optic nerves, being composed of an external and an 
internal tract — the txttrnal on each side pass direcily on- 
wards to the eye of that «jVe, whilst the tnfemoJ Crowes 
over to the eye of the oppoaile side; the distribution of the 
two sets of fibres in the retina of each eye respectively 
being such, (hat the fibres from either optic gnnglion will 
be distributed to its own ncfe of both eyt* — the right optic 
ganglion being thus exclusively connected with the outer 



part of the retina of the right eye, and with the inner part 
of the retina of the left eye, and the left optic ganglion 
being, in like manner, connected exclusively with the 
outer Hde of the kit retina, and with the inner side of the 
right. Of course, as either aide of ihe eye receives the 
images of objects which are on the otlier side of its axis, it 
follows (hat in the human subject, ss well aa some of the 
lower animals, each ganglion receives the sensations of 
objects Ntuated on the opposite sides of (he body. It has 
been suggested that the purpose of this decussation may 
be, to bring the visual impreesJons, w.bieh are so import- 
ant in directing the movements of the body, into proper 
harmony with the motor apparatus; so that, tJie decussa- 
tion of the motor fibres in the pyramids being accompanied 
by a decussation of the optic nerves, the same effect is pro- 
duced as if neither decussated, as is the case with inver- 
tebraled animals in general* In fishes, for example, as is 
well known, the optic nerves cross each other at the base 
of the brain, without any intermixture of their fibres ; that 
from the right optic tubirele tiaswng to the left eve, and 
that from the left optic tubercle passing to the right eye; 
(he (wo nervous cords being totally distinct from each 
other ihroughout their entire length, being only connected 
at the point of cro?3ing, by intervening areolar tissue. Of 
course, impressions made on the right eye must be per- 
ceived on the left side of the brain, while those which 
enter the left eye are conveyed to the right Mde of tho 
brain. In birds, also, although the optic nerves are here 
united, and apparently soldered together at their point of 
crossing, yet the decussation of their fibres is neverthelesB 
complete ; the nervous filaments coming from the left side 

Cmg altogether over to the right, and those coming 
I the right side passing over to the left. Accordingly, 
if one of tlie optic tut>ere1es be destroyed in a bird, com- 
plete blindness is at once produced in the eye of tJae oppo- 
site side ; but vision remains unimpaired in the eye of the 
same side with Ihe injury. The true explanation of the 
phenomena of hemiopia must, then, be found in the anato- 
mical arrangement of the fibres entering into the structure 
of the optic nerves. Mackenzie very truly states, that 
if a tumor or excrescence were to press on the optic nerves 
immediately anteriorly to their union, the effect would be, 
according lo the hypothesis ofsemi-decussation, to paralyse 
ihe inner half only of each retina. If, however, jiressure 
were made on that portion of eitlier optic tubercle whence 
those fibres originate which pass across transversely at the 
point of decussation, and turning backwards terminate in 
the tuberele of the opposite side; or if the effusion be 
located at that point whence the fibres originate, which, 
crossing diagonally, pass onward to (he opposite eyeball: 
or at that piirt whence the fibres proceed directly forward 
to (he eyeball of the same side, without any decussation 
whatever; or, hs in the case already supposed, where pres- 
sure is made on those fibres which pass directly acress in 
Iront of the deciissniion, finra the retina of one eye lo that 
of Ihe opposite side, causirg in this cnse paralysis of the 
inner half only of each retina; in each of the above patho- 
logical conditions supposed the phenomena will be varied 
according to the piecise point on which the pressure is 
made. It would seem that the same effects would follow 
whichever tuberele, the riglit or left, was the seat of tlie 
pressure; but whether the right or left side of tlie retina, 
Its upper or its lower portion, be paralysed, must depend, 
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of course, on the particular portion of the optic tubercie on 
which the pressure is exerted, or which becomes the seat 
ofdisease. When the heoiiopia ia seated in one eye only. 
we inTer that that portion of U)e tubercle is affected, or chff 
seat of pressure, whence those nervous fibres originate, 
which do not decussate, but pass directly forward to the 
eyeball of the same aide. We thus, I think, have an ana- 
tomical explanation of the phenomena of hemiopia, which 
b entire!^ ratioual, and consistent with ail that is yet 
known ot cerebral pathology. In the case I have detailed 
it is undoubtedly rery remarkable that the slight cerebral 
eicitenient, manifested by a temporary blush on the 
cheeks, should have resulted in a partial borisontal bliod- 
ness of one eye, and that it should have continued 
unchanged for more than two years ; showing either Ihat 
absorption of the effused blood has not taken place, or, if it 
has, that the function of a portion of the nervous fibres has 
been lost by disuse, or disorganization, the result of long 
continued pressure : and those cases of functional or sympa- 
thetic hemiopia caused by indigestion, and lasting but a 
short time, are equally curious and remarkable. In these 
cases, so tar as we have observed, the affection invnlves 
both eyes, but where it is owing to a permanent organic 
cause, as a clot, or pressure from efiusiou, it may be con- 
fined to one eye. The ozvanic cause may be seated either, 
firs^ in the retina iUdf, wliicb is liable to infiammatipn and 
oongeadon and their usual results, ite functions being sub- 
ject also to a partial or complete extinctjon, without itself 



I themselves, in some part of their course, from the 
ior part of the quadrigeminal bodies, along the tbala- 
mi and the tubera cinerea, to the retinal expulsion. 
The fuDcdonal derangement of vision from worms m diges- 
tion, etc., ma^ be accounted for, from the connexion of 
tlie retina with the par vagum, sympathetic, and other 
nerves. For example, branches from tlie great sympathetic 
may be traced upwards, from the first cervic^ ganglion, to 
the nnglion lodged in the cavernous sinus; whence 
branches proceed and communicate with the third, the 
first division of the fifth and sixth pairs of nerves; while 
branches pass from the cavernous ganglion directly to the 
lenticular ganglion j besides, as the internal carotid artery 
passes into the cramum, it is surrounded by the sympalhe- 
Uc nerves, which accompany all its ramifications, including 
the ophthalmic artery, and its branches to the choroid, iris, 
and retina; branches also of nerves proceed from the 
lenticular ganglion to the iris, giving off minute twigs in 
their course to the retina. Morbid states, then, of uiese 
nerves, or irritation of their expanded extremities on the 
gaeHro-intestinal membrane, ma^ bo reflected upon the 
optic nerves, or the retina, or iris, and derangeme^t of 
vi«on follows. 

After what has been stated it is unnecessary to epeak of 
the predispowng or exciting causes of hemiopia, whether 
functional or organic, as t£ey are sufficiently obvious. 
Nor need the principles of treatment be dwelt upon, as 
they are equally evident 
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ENORMOUS SACCULATION OF THE BLADDER. 
Bt Wm. WARKEN aSEENE, M.D., 

I WIS called, Dec. 1st, 1861, to see Uoses Burnett of New 
Gloucester, aged eighty-four years, who gave me the fol- 
lowiuK history : — For six or seven years he had suffered 
from dysuria, being always obliged to strain a good while 
before passing his water. Three years ago last March he 
slipped upon the ice, and fell, striking directly upon the 
iachiatic tuberouties. at which time he " felt something 
give way" in the aboomen. Ever since this he has suffered 
more or less from pain and soreness in that region, and 
from «a anoMuni fulaesa (tf the bowels, which he flnt 



noticed a few weeks subsequent to the fall, and which 
steadily increased. He did not remember the exact point 
at which the increased fulness first showed itself. The 
difficulty of micturition bad been greater since the fall, and 
he could pa98 only a tablespoonfiil at a time. He had never 
been subjected to catbeterisro, and during a treatment 
of several months subsequent to the fall he was unable 
to realize any benefit from medicine. His fami y phy- 
sician. Dr. Faroham, of New Gloucester, not being pre- 
sent, I had no benefit from his previous knowledge of the 
case, although the patient informed me that the diagnosis 
was "hydatids of the liver;" this opinion Dr. F. subse- 
quently reported to me. Mr. B. was suffering especially 
at this time from severe epigastric pain and pressure, and 
it was for the relief of this that he consulted me. 

Upon examination of the abdomen I found marked 
enlargement, but not by any means in a degree commen- 
surate with the extreme tension upon palpation, and dul- 
ness upon percussion, which existed over the whole sur- 
face. Slight tympanitis at some points along the track of 
the colon was the only exception to perfect flatness on 
percussion. The parts did not present that regularity of 
outline which obtama in ascites, but curving upwards and 
to the right from near the symphysis pubis, and losing it- 
self about midway between the umbilicus and the superior 
spinous process of the right ilium, was a well marked linear 
depression, into which the fingers could be laid. Abovc^ 
and to the letl of this, the abdominal surface was regularly 
protuberant, and fiuctuated distinctly upon palpation. 
Below this depressed line, i. «. in the right iliac fosga, was 
a marked prominence, fluctuating distinctly, and quite ten- 
der on pressure. This was the only tender point upon tba 
whole surface. At this point, too, the distance between th« 
finger and liquid seemed less than elsewhere. There was 
no (edema, and the skin was everywhere movable over 
the tumor. By careful and repteated percussion I satis- 
fied myself that there was a communication between the 
two portions of fluid on either ude of the curved line 
referred te, but evidently not very free. An examination 
ptr Ttdum revealed great tenderness and enlai^ement of 
the prostate gland. I introduced a medium-»zea catheter 
into the bladder with but little difficulty, and drew off per- 
haps a teaspoonful of healthy urine, and no more. I say 



By turning the beak a httle to the left (the patient's right) 
it passed a IriQe further, but no more urine was obtained, 
ibe tenderness of the parts rendering any manipulation 
extremely painful; and the patient being so aged and feeble, 
I did not deem it proper to sound the parts as thoroughly 
as I should have done under different circumstances. 

My diagnosis, as expressed to the friends, and Dr. Kil- 
gone, of Windham, who incidentally saw the case with me, 
was encysted hquid, with partial bi-section of sac ; but 
what was the exact nature or origin of aac or contents, I 
could not decide satisfactorily to myselC From the 
results of ci^heterism I inferred that tba cavity of the blad- 
der was nearly obliterated by external pressure from ^m 
morbid growth. 

TeUing the friends that nothing beyond palliation by ano- 
dynes could be done, that " tapping, which had b«en pr^ 
posed and ui^d by members of the fomily, was not warrant 
able, I left: the patient with the promise from the family of an 
opportunity of completing my diagnome upon the cadaver, 
when death, which was evidently near at hand, should 
occur. 

Dr. K, while he waiyed giving any jopinion, agreed with 
roe in the propriety of non-inC^erence by operativs pro- 
cedure. 

Death occurred Dec. 11th, thirty-six hours subsequent to 
which I made the autopsy, Dr, Farnham, of New Glouceater, 

S'esent, and assisting. Dr. F. told me that he saw Mr. 
. four days previous to death, and finding he had not 
urinated for uirty-six hours passed the catheter as fikr as 
possible into the bladder, " « yvry tna^ amount" of niioe 
Digmzea oy VjOOQ IC 
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paaaing, after which any attempt to pass it furlhfr caused 
great pain, and considerable fafemorrhage. From that lime 
to hia decease no urine was passed. 

On uncovering the body 1 noticed that Uiere was Bome 
dribbling of orine from the penia, and that enough had 
«acaped to saturate the clothes upon the parts. Also the 
abdominal tension seemed correspondingly k-ssened. Pres- 
■ore upon the right hypogaBtrium increased the Sow, while 
pressure upon the left correspond injf region coinpleltly 
arretted it I now passed a small-iized souiid into the 
bladder, and found the same difficulty as in life; but by 
carefuUy deflecting the beak towards the right iliac fo?sa, 
with a little manipulation I succeeded, as ascertained by 
the finger on the surface, in passing it onward, and bringing 
it up to the point spoken of as being prominent, tender, and 
fluctuating. I now withdrew it, and directing Dr. F. to 
make firm pressure with the hand upon the left hypogas- 
trium, I again introduced the instrument, and found it 
impossible to carry it by the point of obstruction with any 
moderate force, till the prtiture wot removed. I was, during 
this operation, careful to prevent the escape of urine, as also 
through the subsequent steps of the examination. 

The abdominal walls were opened by a crucial incision, 
and reflected from the surface of the sac. This was accom- 
plished with some difficulty, as numerous and firm adhe- 
sions existed between the peritonenm and cystic walls. 
Upon making a small incision into that portion of the sac 
below and to the right of the curved, depressed line, I found 
it to be the urinary bladder hypertrophied, and the curved 
depression the boundary between it, and an immense 
divarticnlum, which completely filled the rest of the abdo' 
men ; crowding the line and stomach completely out of 
sight This sec contained almost a gallon of limpid urine, 
by measuremenl, and I have since ascertwned by careful 
experiment — I hare the specimen in my posseesion — that it 
will hold a little more than a gallon. The hypertrophy of 
the bladder is confined principally to the posterior wall, 
the maximum thickness of which is one inch and a quarter, 
the internal surface resembling the coluraiwe carneie of the 
heart. The communication with the diverticulum is by an 
opening upon ihe left side, four indies from the neck, about 
one inch and a half in diameter, having a regular outline, 
and smooth edges. The walls of the jwuch are made up of 
a prolongatjon of the mucous and peritoneal tunics of (lie 
bladder, the muscular coat being wanting. The prostate 
gland is as large as a medium-sieed orange. . 

The history of the case, both ante- and post-mortem, 
BUKgests the following explanation of the origin of the eac- 
cuution, and the symptoms to which it gave rise, viz. that 
the primary dysuna was caused by an enlarged prostate 
gland, combined, perhaps, with partial paralysis of the mus- 
cular coat of the bladder; that when he fell the bladder 
was distended with urine, and that by conn tor- stroke a 
breach occurred in the muscular wall of the bladder, allow- 
ing a small pouch of the mucous lining to protrude, the size 
of which sac would bo constantly mcreasing under the 
accumulation of urine, and the violent expulsive efforts at 
micturition, which, weakened by the very condition they 
■were increasing, were expended with verr nearly the same 
force upon this point as upon the urethral orifice, and afler 
reaching a certain size it made room for its furtlier increase 
by carrying the bladder outward into the right iliac ibesa ; 
•od, furthermore, after filling the whole abdominal cavity, 
crowding all its viscera into the concavity of the diaphragm, 
as fluids press in all directions alike, a certain amount of 
otetsure was thrown upon tlie U/t side of the bladder. 
mW thepointx (Ju<£ej>art of the sac, thus forcing the vesical 
wall at this point down upon the vewco-urelhral opening 
like a valve. And here, in confirmation of this explanatian, 
I will state what I omitted in its proper place, tliat at the 
examination Dr. Faraham called my attention to an occhy- 
mosed condition of the mucous membrane at this point, 
which wan no doubt caused by the point of the catheter 
during life. Thus we have a clear cxplanatioii of the difS- 
oulty of oatbeterism, and although, in the light of an autopsy. 



the case appeors beautifully simple, yet I confess I do not 
see any pofsibility of establishing an accurate positive 
Hiagnusis in life; impossible as it was to sound the bladder, 
at least with any eafety to the patient 

It is easy to conceive that, had this case occurred in a 
patient more youthful, or rather less aged and more vigorous, 
It might have afforded a painful paragraph in the literature 
of opera^ve surgery. 
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THE BEVXLOrMXKT Of 

pHrmsis ; pnecuo-hydro-thobax ; pekicahditib. 
Dr. iluBTis Flint presented a specimen of a heart, and 
remarked upon it as follows : — The patient fi'om whom the 
specimen was removed I saw for the first time in Bellevue 
HoBpiJal, the early part of September last He gave then 
this history : — He had had cough, with some expectoration, 
for ten months, and during this time had bad one or more 
attacks of hemoptysis. He, however, continued his work 
as a laborer, and while engaged in rolling a barrel, some 
three or four weeks before his entrance, he felt suddenly an 
acute pain in the left «de, as if something had given way ; 
His pain continued ; there was dyspncea on attempting to 
exercise, and be took to his bed for three days, then arose, 
and was able, with some difiicutty in his breathing, to get 
about. When I paw him in September, he did not present 
a particularly morbid aspect, and was able to walk about 
with much difficulty. The left side of the chest was found 
to be dilated, and comparatively motionless on respiration, 
giving at its superior portion some tympanitic resonance, 
with flatness at the base. The heart was crowded to the 
right side, and succussion could l>e easily produced, making 
it evident that pneumo-hydro-thorax existed. On resum- 
ing my attendance, Dec 1, not having seen the patient 
during October and November, I found him up, and able to 
take considerable exercise without much inconvenience. 
The tell side of the chest was, however, still more dilated, 
yielding absolute flatness on percussion, with complete 
silence of all auscultatory signs. He remained in this con- 
dition for some time, hut aller a while the fluid begUi to 
accumulate, causing great distress in breathing. He was 
then very anxious to nave the chest opened, but I objected 
to the operation, thinking that perhaps the removal of the 
liquid might lead to perforation of the lung, and renewal of 
the pleurisy. However, his sufferings increasing upon him 
so rapidly as to render his hfe in danger from suffocation, I 
consented to have the fluid drawn on. This was done by 
Dr. Sayre, in presence of the class. A free incision was 
made at the lateral and lower portion of the chest, ^ving 
exit to a large quantity of turbid liquid, which had a slightly 
fetid odor. The patient waa very much relieved thereby, 
and for some time afterwards expreased himself as feeling 
very comfortable. On examination, however, the usuw 
signs of perforation of the left lung were very evident; 
there being present amphoric voice, amphoric respiration, 
metallic tinkling, and tympanitic resonance. The opening, 
contrary to our intentions, closed, but soon alter opened 
again, when sufficient fluid had accumulated. A constant 
dtEcharge of fluid, similar in character to that already 
described, was kept up for two or three weeks, at the end 
of which time death took place by exhaustion. 

I was not present at the autopsy, but perforation of 
the lung was shown to exist by inflation through the 
trachea with a bellows ; air freely bubbled up through the 
liquid, in the chest The left lung waa very much com- 
pressed, and the right lung presented some emphysematoua 
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lobules at iu upper portion, and also some evidences of 
tuberculous deposit. 

It WBB aacertaiued that the patient bad had pericarditis. 
There was universal adhesion of the pericardial sur-' 
face, though not very firm, except at one point, where 
there was quite an organized band. On the side where 
pneu mo-hydro- thorax eiisled, at the summit of the lung, 
■were a few old, small cbaracterislic tuberculous escava- 
tjons. In removing the lung a portion of the tissue of the 
organ in this situation wag so fast adhered to the chest 
that it was lefl, behind. Throughout all the other portions 
of lie lung, there were no eTidencea of tubercle. 

The points of interest in the case I suppose to be these : — 
In the first place, the occurrence of pneu mo-hydro-thorax 
■with pericarditis in a patient, who after a short time was 
able to take exercise without suffering. I think this is rare, 
although I have met with two or tbree cases somewhat 
similar. Another point in the case is the evident arrest of 
the tuberculous disease. There had evidently been, for 
some time before tlie death of the patient, and probably 
during the time he was affected with pneumo-hydro-thorai, 
no fresh deposit of tubercle. The tubercle that had been 
deposited at the apex had undergone it&chaages in tbe for- 
mation of cavities when the disease had undergone arrest. 
That fact is interesting to me in connexion with the impres- 
mona I have received, aa the result of clinical observations, 
that the occurrence of chronic pleurisy in the course of 
tuberculous disease leads to the retardation of the latter 
afieclioa. 

Db. Clark remarked, with reference to the last statement 
of Dr. Flint, that some fifteen or twenty years ^o it was 
proposed to puncture the cheat in cases of tuberculous 
disease of the lungs, and take tie consequences in the hope 
of a cure by compression. He did not think that the treat- 
ment gwned currency, although the practice was no doubt 
foundedupon the same general obeervationsas referred toby 
Dr. Flint. Dr. Clark had frequently noticed that the deve- 
lopment of tuberculous was retarded by compression of the 
lung. 

TIOBTATIOH OM MITRAL TAtTB, HT1>ERTR0PHr or BEABT, irrc. 

De, Flwt presented next a heart, taken from a female, 
tet. 35, who recently died in Bellevue Hospital. She 
entered the Institution on the 10th of December, had hod 
rheumatism nine years before, had suffered many years 
from want of breath on exercise, and bad finally been 
affected with general dropsy a few weeks before her admis- 
uon. When I saw this patient, continued Dr. F., she had 
anasarca with liquid effusion in the cavities, was suffering 
with dyspncea, presented lividity of the prolabia and face. 
On examining me chest there was an extremely loud sys- 
toUc murmur heard with its maximum of intensity at the 
apex, and propagated to the lefl aa far as the spinal 
column, and even to the right of it. This was the only 
murmur tbatcould be discovered. The heart was evidently 
somewhat enlarged, the apex beating in the sixth intercos- 
tal space on a vertical line with the nipple. The aortic first 
sound was feeble, the aortic second being quite intense. 
This patient failed rapidly, tie dyspnixa became more and 
more urgent, the anasarca more extreme, and she died with 
titat slow lingering death from apncea. The urbe, which 
was examined whde ^e patient was under my care, pre- 
sented no evidences of albumen, although it was said to 
have contained it at a previous time. 

The heart when removed weighed twelve and a half 
ounces. The right ventricle is dilated and hypertrophied, 
-the walls being three-eightlis of an inch in thickness. Both 
tbe auricles are largely dilated. The walla of tbe left ven- 
tricle are not increased in thickness, and its cavity is not 
much, if any, dilated. Tliia condition is somewhat unusual 
vith disease of the heart inducing general dropsy and 
death. There was free regurgitation throu^ the mitral 
orifice, and the enlargement of the other portions of the 
heart, viz. the two auricles and the right ventricle, is per- 
fectJy consistent with that condition of things. The right 



cavities were filled simply with dark cnagula, a fact which 
shows that tbe mere accumulation of blood in these cavi- 
ties, tlie cause of death being paralysis, does not necessarily 
lead to the formation of ante-mortem clots. These latter in 
all probability depend as much upon the condition of the 
blood at the time as its mere stagnation. 

The interesting point connected with this specimen ia, 
not the contraction of tbe mitral oriSce, which ia common 
enough, but the presence of two vegetations of considerable 
size, one as large as a bean, the other somewhat smaller. 
Tie larger one is attached to the papillaiy muscle of the 
inferior curtain by what appears to be a small pedicle, which 
is a fractured extremity of one of the tendinous cords. 
The vegetation is produced, as I suppose, by the accretion 
of flbrine upon it. The other concretion is upon another 
tendinous cord which has not been fractured. These vege- 
tations were go situated as to be pushed backwards and 
forwards by the direct and regurgitative currents, and being 
thus moved were very liable to be detached, and to have 
produced an embolus. It is easy to see if the vegetation 
had been found plugging up any of the arteries after death 
that the place of its original development couid have been 
easily determined — especially if a portion of the tendinous 
cord were carried with it. 

Dn. C1.ASK asked if any of the tendinous cords were ulcer- 
ated, as it was rare that rupture occurred without such k 
patholopcal process pre-existing. 

Dr. Flikt had found no evidences of ulceration of the 
parts alluded to. 



Dr. Aiawzo Ccark nest exhibited a specimen of Bright's 
disease, and recited the following history of the case : — - 

A child ten years of age, was attacked with pneumonia a 
littie more than a year ago. The disease ran its usual 
course, and the recovery was apparentiy complete. Two 
months after this it was noticed that the quantity of urine 
passed was very much greater than usual. lie family 
physician. Dr. Linsley, had his attention called to this point, 
and very soon after asked me to see the ^rl with him. We 
examined her, and found that Uie quantity of urine passed 
during the day amounted to a gallon. Its specific gravity 
was 1036, and the quantity of sugar which it contained was 
very considerable ; in other words, it was a case of diabetes. 
It went on as diabetes for several months, tie quantity of 
water being diminished very much, and the quantity of 
sugar in itdecreased while she was taking the alkalies pretty 
freely ; and subsequently to that Champlin's cakes w 
recommended, thb being while she was in lbe--c5un 
during the summer. On the return to tiiwii in tbe auttunn 
the mother bad an objection to lestnuntng the child to 
diet, and thinking it was hardly worth while to administer 
medicine, as it was an incurable disease, very littie medi- 
cine was given. The physician at tils time saw the child 
but litde. During the tatter part of its life ^e waaallowed 
to est cake", candy, indeed almost everything. She re- 
twned her flesh very well. About a fortnight tjefore her 
death it was noticed that she had a fever, and that the 

Quantity of urine was diminished, and its color changed. 
suppose it had lost the funt straw color tiiat ^idwtic urine 
usually has. The mother stated that it was less watery, and 
that it t>ore a bead a long time after it had been passed. On 
a Saturday night the mother noticed that this fever was more 
intense than it had been at any time previooaly, the child 
being very restiess. Dr. Linsley early in the morning follow- 
ing found the pulse 140, with a great deal of resUeasnesi, 
and in lie course of the day invit«d me to see the giri ; mi 
interval of eight or nine months had then elapsed since 
my last visiL We found tie pulse still up to the high 
Sgure referred to, and the face, which was a few days before 
rosy, was then pale, the nervous restlessness had not abated, 
and she had severe pain in the left side and chest, giving rise 
to the suspicion of pleurisy, which, however, did not exist 
There was also a great deal of pain in the stomach, a littlg 
vomiting and disposition to stupor^ witb ft oontn^ttLeea- 
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ditioD of the pupils. The thought struck us that there must 
have been somf change in the pha<e of the principd disease. 
There was no pneumonia present, though there wos discover- 
ed some dulnesa at the base of the left lung with crepitation. 
A Bmall amount of cedema ahout the feet and legs was also 
noticeable. At our nest visit during the aAemoon of Sun- 
day, the crepitation and dulaess had all gone, yet pain Etill 
remained. The same mental condition continued, though 
tiiere was lesa moaning. The respiraljon had become very 
remarkably embarrassed by lu^ngeal spasm. In the 
meantime I obtained the urine, which had become about 
one-third less than it had been during the diabetic stage 
of the disease. U was found, in addition lo the sugar it 
contained, heavily charged with albumen, granular casta 
being also in abundance. The specific gravity was 1020. 
Death occurred on Monday night, having been comatose 
only about three hours. 

A post-mortem eiamination was granted by the parents, 
and all the organs of the body liable to be in any manner 
connected with the disease were inspected, with the eicep- 
tion of ilie brain andspina] cord. The kidneys were about the 
taze of these organs in the adult, and were of a pale hue. 
Hicroscopical examination proved the existence of fatty 
degeneration ; none of the uriniferous tubes contained 
healthy epithelium, and most of the cells were loaded with 
' fat. The intertubular tissue was in a state of granular and 
fatty degeneration ; in a word, Bright'a kidney existed, 
though not far advanced. 

We were interested in the examination of the other 
organs. Not a tuberculous grain could be found in one 
lung, and none could be felt in the other. The post-mortem 
examination also showed that the dulness and crepitation 
that were noticed at the base of lelt lung at the firs' visit on 
Sunday had lefl no mark ; no pneumonia; no pleurisy; no 
abscess. The pain was doubtless due to a hypeneGthesia 
over the whole cheat 

The liver we examined, and I reserved a smalt piece of it 
fbr microscopic inspection. There were two bands upon 
the surface, which gave unmistakable signs of fatty degene- 
ration, but taking a portion which exhibited no particular 
marin, and examining it microscopically, I found it in a 
condition very similar to that described in the kidney. The 
cells were almost all of them fatty, and there was a certain 
amount of granular exudation in itte tissues; whether tixiB 
condition belonged to the diabetes or not I am unable 
to lay. The liver was large for a child of her age. 

The heart was about natural in size, and I was interested 
to know in connexion with this disposition to fatty disease 
in tio kidneys ond Uver that there was some atheroma in 
the arteries, a^jl U**' in the mitral valves were two spots 
of considerable size iH which the atheromatous deposit was 
quite marked. These are the prominent features in a case 
which has interested me as thp firat one in which I have 
known of diabetes being converted into, or replaced by, 
Bright's disease. 

I have no doubt that the child died of anemia, but 
here was still sugar in the urine and the quantitj of that 
secretion was large. 

Dr. Bibbihs remarked that, being a friend to the femily, 
be had seen the child but a few days before death, and was 
much surprised considering tie beaniifjl color of the 
dieek, to learn tiiat it bad Blight's disease. 



Db. Clark presented a pair of kidnej^, with suprarenal 
oapaules attached, which had been sent him by Dr. Hogan of 
the New York Hospital. He bad no detailed account 
of the case to give, ,it was sufficient to refer to a 
mngle point in that connexion : — A person was admitted 
into the New York Hospital with grave symptoms, and 
Men by Drs. Bulkley and Cock, was, on account of the 
bronzed discoloration of the skin, pronounced to have the 
mark indicated by Dr. Addison aa attending disease of the 
' oapanW These organa, on poM-mortem exa- 



mination, were found healthy. This was among the many 
instances of exception to the rule loid down by Addison. 

Dr. Fliht had met with a case in the New Orleans Cha- 
rity BospitaL of marked bronzing of the whole cutaneous 
surface associated with idiopathic anemia. The suprvrenal 
capsules, however, were found after death perfectly healthy. 
soBOFtrLoca nisKASB of thz EPiBiDYma. 

Dr. FiBSELL exhibited a pair of testicles removed from a 
shoemaker, sixty-two years of age. About two years ago, 
when Srst seen by Dr. Finnell, be complained of pain and 
distress in both ti;sticles to that degree as to prevent him 
from following his vocation. The pain was for the most 
part in the situation of each epididymis, and would not 
unfrequently shoot up the cord and occasion a good deal of 
distress in the lumbar region. On examination the testicles 
proved to be very little increased in size, but each epididy- 
mis presented a tirm cartilaginous feeL Small doses of iod. 
not. were prescribed, with an occasional anodyne, and relief 
from pain was afforded for a few months, when a small 
sinus formed on one testicle, to be shortly after followed by 
one on the opposite organ. Both discharged a small quan- 
tity of ill-conditJoned pus. Becoming much annoyed by 
the pain and the discbarge he desired relief by castration, 
and for the purpose of having the operation performed 
entered SL Vincent's Htapital. A consultation was held, 
and it was deemed uuadvisable to interfere with the knife^ 
but belladonna was prescribed internally and locaU^. His 
condition improved, and when he left the institution one 
of the sinuses had healed, and the diseased parts did not 
seem to have enlarged. During his stay, however, he was 
subject to frequent and imperfect micturition. No stricture 
of the urethra was discovered. He shortly afler returned 
with an attack of acute pneumonia, of which he died. 

On post-mortem examination both testicles were found 
healthy, but throughout the whole extent of each epididy- 
mis tuberculous matt«r was denoaitad; and in one of the 
organs a small cavity was found. 

The society then adjourned. 



Ci-nnoiL Instrcotiok nt Sak Frakcibco. — The students 
of the Medical Department of the University of the Paci- 
fic will, in future, enjoy the benefits of clinical instruction 
to the fullest extent. The City and County Hospital, con- 
Btantly filled with interesting eases, composing nearly every 
form of disease to which our coast is subject, is now open 
to them. The St. Mary's HospilaL under the supervision 
of the ever zealous and self-eacrificmg Sisters of Charity, 
which bids fair to be one of the noblest and most pros- 
perous institutions for the sick, will, as we are asaured by 
one of the attending physicians, admit the class during the 
last half of the present session, and, after that time, con- 
tinuously durinj? future sessions. These, associated with 
the surgical clinics of the Pacific Clinical Infirmary, consti- 
tute an amount of bedside instruction seldom ofiered to 
medical etudenta. — San Francitco Ueii, Prwj. 

TwsHTT-THiRn Ahndal Report of Board of TRtrama 

AMD OfhOERB of THE CENTRAL OhIO LoBATIO AbTLUM JOB 

TBB Year 1861.— This Institution, as our readers are 
aware, is located at Columbus, 0. ; Dr. E. Hills, Superin- 
tendent. The daily average number of inmates during tLe 
year was 262 ; the whole number under treatment was 
421. The whole number discharged recovered was 107 ; 
improved, 14; unimproved, 33; died, 15. The whole 
number admitted from the opening of the institution until 
the end of the last year, a period of twenty-three years, 
3857. The percentage of recoveries on all these is 61.87; 
on all cases recent when received, 71.32; on all cases 
chronic when received, 24.30. Thus it will be peioeived 
that the chances of a cure are much increased when treat- 
ment commences when the case is recent During the 
period of twenty-three years, of the whole number sidmit- 
ted, the disease was hereditary in 752 canes; periodical in 
348; suicidal in 466; homicidal in 189.— C^ ibd. and 
5ufy. Ntu,*. I ",^,-,nln 
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PRACTICAL REMARKS ON THE MEASURES OF 
REFORM IN THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF 
THE ARMY. 

Is looking over the diaousaions upon the several medicsl 
rafonn bills presented in Congress we have been deeplj 
impressed with the foc^ that the leading minds of both 
Houses are anxious to do fuU justice to the regular Staff, 
and to give full credit for the meritorioua services of our 
medical brethren of the Army, both regular and volunteer ; 
but liat, unless our Congresameo are met and guided by 
liberalized and enli^tened Huggeetione from the'regukr 
Staff, the honor and welfare of that Staff, and the highest 
interests of the Army, are likely to suffer at the hands of an 
impetuous and patriotic majority that feel bound to take 
eummary measures, if need be, lO'Secure more effectual and 
prompt protection to the life and beellb of the people's 
Army. The claims of the regular Staff have been ably 
defended by leading Senators, and whenever that Stirff 
expresses its approval of any adequate plao to meet the 
existing emergencies of the Army, it will be found that the 
sentiments that were so nobly expressed by those Senators 
will prevail Srid Hon, Ma, Rice : — 

" We have a contract with the oflScera of the Army. 
When the Surgeons, Asastanl- Surgeons, and all the officers 
of the medical corps came into the service, they abandoned 
all the civil pursuits of life, and came in under an implied 
contract that they should be benefited by promotioDs, etc" 
♦ • • These are new officer I know ; but we have no 
right, morally, to go into civil life to select gentlemen, or 
place them above officers with whom we have made a con- 
IracL * ♦ • It is an innovation that has never been 
made in the Anny, and I hope the door wiU not be opened 
now. I venture to say, that the but me(Ucal officers m the 
volunteer service would not accept these positions." 

It is understood that the Sanitary Commission originally 
•nggested the plan for the institution of the proposed new 
branch in the Army Medici Department, to be specially 
devoted to administrative and sanitary duties,' and, as we 
have been informed, that Commission is unanimously in 
&vor of having the chief officers of (hat branch, as named 
in the Bill, selected and appointed from the regular Staff. 
But, of course, in carrying out any effective plans for the 
better sanitary surveillance of camps and hospitals through- 
out the volunteer army, all the brigade and divinon sur- 
geons of that anny would neceasaritj become co-ordinato 
and co-operative with the new administrative branch of 
the regular medical department And witiiout the institu- 
tion of such a branch, devoted to systematic sanitary in- 
spections and administrative improvements, the brigade, as 
well as regimental surgeons of volunteers, will measurably 
iail even in their best e^rts to meet the obUgations they 
have assumed. As to %e propriety and importance of 
having that branch of the service directed by officera of the 
regular Staff, who are experienced in military life, we do 
not tbink the point admits of a question. But the time is 
at hand when something must be effectuiJly, if not most 
wisely, done to meet the exigencies of our nqtidlj advanc- 



ing army ; and if our brethren in the regular Staff do not 
devise some practical plans that shall be accepted by Con- 
gress, the direction of affairs in the medical department 
will be likely to fall into the hands of unworthy aspirants, 
to whom Senators Hale, Foeteb, and Fessenden would 
widely open the door. In the progrera of the first Medical 
Bill through the Senate those gentlemen had it their ovra 
way. Swd Senator FESSEycBN; — 



"If 



want good offloers enlarge your circle. If yen 
est men you can get — and you do want them — 
confine the selection to a little knot of n 



enlarge it, throw it open to the distinguished gentlemen 
who have volunteered and are in the service, and are 
competent to render tlie very best service in the line of 
their profession." 

This kind of argument accomplished its purpose, and the 
Bill was amended accordingly. But, as we stated last 
week, the Military Committee of the House has been more 
conservative, and now the Staff may give success to the 
right measures. We pray the resident members of the 
Staff at Washington to make no delay in this matter, for 
unless they now show tiieir hand, the popular cry of reform 
and change will break down all the safeguards of the Staff 
and the Medical Department Someof the unhappy results 
that must follow the overthrow of the Staff are fore- 
shadowed in the following remarks of tiie President's inti- 
mate friend, Senator BitowNiNa : — 

" The only applicants that there will be from the volun- 
teer service for promotion, and for the chief positions in 
this corps, will be the class characterieed by tne Senator 
from Minnesota, and the Senator from Oregon, as medical 
and political quacks ; and it teill tuhject the Prttidrtit to a 
degree of haratament aitd vexation iiioi I am not wiUing to 
impote upon him, by this or any other Bill. There will be 
hundreds of men unfitted for the position bringing political 
influences to bear to get them into those places of honor 
and responsibility, to the great detriment of the service, 
when they can bring it no ability, no valuable service what- 
ever. It wiU have a tendency to demondize the Medical 
Corps of the Army. I am very sure that it is that class 
who will seek these appointments. There may be honor- 
able exceptions, there may occasionally be a man of dia- 
tinguishea abiUiy, and of eminent qualificatiuns, in the 
volunteer force, who would desire to enter the regular 
service: hut these instances would be exceedingly rare; 
generally the ^plicants would be that class of men who 
ought not to be promoted, and yet who could bring politi- 
cal influences tu bear in aid of their promotion. ■ * • 
I am perfectly satisfied that the amendment (to make 
selections at large), if adopted, will be [productive of injury, 
and not of good: opening the door to % scramble for the 
medical offices in the Army, just as there is a scramble 
going on constantly where there are offices to dispose of 
among politicians — unworthy men, men thatare not actuated 
b^ patriotic motives, men urged forward by selfish con- 
siderations, without qualifications entitling them to the 
position." 

It is not pretended that the members of the regular staff 
are superior to the beat class of volunteer surgeons in ordi- 
nary profesuonal knowledge and skill, but it is reasonably 
presumed that, in tiie more strictly military and adminis- 
trative portion of the service, the former should have in its 
ranks the highest qualifications. And from the tenor of 
the discusdons in Congress the old staff are manifestly, and 
to US it seems justiy, to be held responsible for the duty of 
giving the proper Eastern and efficiency to tbe entire medi- 
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from lack of mililarj rank and authoritj though it has long 
been, still the old staff embodies more than one hundred 
officers, whose accomplished education and moral positions 
entitle them to a controlling influence upon all measures 
necessary for the medical and sanitary interesla of the Grand 
Army. In this respect we believe the powers of the staff 
»re competent even to correct tbe abuses and neglects that 
have crept into the volunteer medical corps. Wo are fully 
aware that the Etaff is already overworked, and that whole 
regiments of regulars are now in the fleld with only a single 
■ssistaat surgeon of six months for their medical and sur- 
gical care. But it is just this of which llie people and the 
profession justly complain. They demaod tjiat there shall 
be no lack of the hett medical eervicei. Whatever may be 
needed to this end the Government will gladly authorize, 
and the people will cheerfully pay for. Indeed, the people 
are impatient upon this subject, and we believe Ihey have 
reason Ut dematid better and more care for their noble sons 
ia the volunteer army. Said tbe Hon. Us. Sluce in tbe 
House of Representatives last week : — 

"I have no doubt that the Army of the Potomac has 
been well and medically provided for; but it is not so as to 
the Western boys, who have been murdered by neglect. 
I haTp received letters from fathers and mothers beseech- 
ing me to have something done, so as to save the lives of 
their children." 

It is to provide more eBectually for the hygienic welfare 
of the forces in the field, and the thousands of sick and 
wounded in tbe hospital^, and to guard against neglect 
and abuses, that an inspectorial and sanitary department 
appears to be contemplated in the medical reform bills 
now under discussion in Congress, The regular Staff has 
the proper men to be put in chaise of the new departmenL 
To hesitate or to be indifferent in the present effort to 
secure the needed enlargement and reform, would belie the 
noble character wldch that StalT hos always sustained : it 
would dishonor the medical profession. With the skilled 
services of the ten specially selected and properly ranked 
officers of inspection and superintendence named in the new 
law, the Surgeon-GenerU would be able speedily to silence 
censorious critics and a fault-finding press ; whole regi- 
ments would daily be saved from sickness and added to 
the forces in the 6eld, and at least a regiment a month 
might be saved from the grave I 



THE WEEK 
Wk alluded a week or two since to the importance of 
.establishing military hospitals in the vicinity of New York. 
A cogent argument is added to our representations by the 
circumstance that at the present moment a detachment ot 
eoldiera from the Burnside Expedition have arrived in this 
city, and are now lying in the Park Barracks, with no 
Other comforts than such as are supplied by tbe citizens. 
It is a relief in such an emergency to leam that the 
Surgeon-General has taken steps to open such hospitals 
and has commissioned Surgeons Tehbroek and MoDouqal, 
of the U. S. A,, in conjunction with Dr. Sattkrlee, 
Medical Surveyor at this station, to select the sites and 
buildings. To gentlemen so thoroughly familiar with tbeir 
duties as are those composing this commission, we may 
confidently look for the early establishment of convalescent 
hospitals on some of the numerous sites overlooking the 
Hudson, which combine salubrity and beauty of scenery 



Is another column will be found a valuable contribution of 
facts relating to small-poT in tbe army, and also an excel- 
lent model as a form for their embodiment. It was pre- 
sented to tbe New York Sanitary Association at its last 
meeting, having been received in response to a circular of 
queries, relating to the extent and sources of variola, which 
was sent to a large number of army surgeons by that asso- 
ciation. A similar record of the facts of his regiment, 
prepared by each surgeon, would place us in possession of a 
mass of valuable, statistics elucidative of many important 
points which are Etill in doubt. We commend Surgeon 
Mitchell's tabulation to general imitation. 

Tbe Homoeopaths of Massachusetts publish in the Boston 
MedKal JoTirnal (which admits them in silence) the most 
absurd statement of their claims to public consideration, 
with the following remarkable propositions for adoption bj 
Congress: 

" 1st Whenever any considerable portion of the officers 
and soldiers of any brigade desire to have a homceopathio 
surfceon attached to tbe brigade, such additional surgeon 
shall be appointed 

"2d. Whenever a majority in any regiment de?ire a 
homoeopathic surgeon and assistant surgeon, such appoint- 
ments shall be made. 

" 3d. Wherever army hospitals are established, a &ir 
proportion of them shall be devoted to homceopathic treats 

" 4th. As allopathic surgeons are, by their education and 
position, necessarily disqualified for intelligently examining 
candidates in hommopathic medicine, an additional Examin- 
ing Board shall be appointed for this purpose, composed of 
Burgeons skilled in homceopathic medicine." 

Surgical operationsonhomceopathicprinciples, of course, 
must be infinitesimal — a discourl^'ng prospect for wounded 



Tms curse of an army is intoxicating liquors. Even the 
rebel leaders have made this discovery, and have suppressed 
the liquor traffic in the vicinity of their armies. 'Oie spirit 
ration is the great source of all this mischief; as long as 
that is continued, the flame is silently fed, and only waits a 
favorable opportunity to burst forth. The navy, it seems, 
suSers from the same evil. An intelligent surgeon in the 
navy writes from one of the gunboata : — 

"If the spirit ration now given in the United States 
Navy csmld ne abolished, it would undoubtedly result in a 
marked improvement in the efficiency of the service. At 
present the ration consists of one gill of whiskey a day to 
every man that desires it It seems to be productive of no 
good, but in the majority of esses does immense harm, by 
exciting a strong appetite for rum, which when ^owea 
full license on shore, leads to beastly excesses. Tbe result 
is, the unfortunate returns to the medical officer, a viodm 
of sexual disease, and to duty in a condition unfit for labor." 

A stTROEOH in the volunteer army, of great practical experi- 
ence, writes from a distant field of service where he has 
had an opportunity to put into practice the precepts of 
military Buccal authorities: — 

" I conjure you in the augu^ name of that humanity 
which should be identified withTiiS titJe surgeon, to guard 
young surgeons against yielding to their e^rness to cut, 
and also to couns^ against primary amputations, particu- 
larly in the thigh, when there is a Urge wound of tbe soft 
parts, combined with fracture of the bone. Of the three 
primary' amputations performed in my presence yester- 
day, tbe subjects died, one of them in the very act of the 
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operation. In each of these cases, vrith (he rules of army 
Burg-ery stated by the eminent army operators, fresh in my 
mind, I silently dt^enled from the practice." 

Tbe actions of our army sui^eons upon tHe field and else- 
where, during the present war, have frequently called forth 
the unqualified approbation of their proleaaional brethren 
at home, but in no instance has so high a compliment beea 
pMd to their bravery, and their devotion to humanity, as is 
set forth in the following preamble and resolutions, offered 
by Dft. A.'H. Stevens, at the last meeting of the N. Y. 
Academy of Medicine i — 

" Whereas, during the present unhappy war, many of our 
profesaional brethren in service among the combatants have 
risked their lives, or gone into voluntary captivity, rather 
than desert their sick and wounded, and have exercised 
their skill alike on friend and foe : therefore, 

" Bt it Besolved, That in such conduct thia Academy 
recognises the true spirit which should ever animate the 
ministers of humanity, and in testimony vrhereof) 

"li further Resolves, To welcome to its sittings those 
who have acted under Hieea self-sacrificing and generous 
impulses." 

IN MEMORIAM. 

DR. A. V. WILLI AU8. 

Another of our prominent medical men has passed away 
to hia final reward. Dr. Abraham V. Williams, so long 
and favarablj known both to the profession and to the 

fublic, died at bis residence at Bloommgdale on Priday, the 
th inst, having reached his sixtieth year. 

The memory of Dr. Williams claims something more 
than a mere passing announcement of his death. For 
more than forty years he quietly and unobtrusively dis- 
charged his professional duties in the neighborhood of this 
metropolis. To the requirements of a practice essentially 
rural, he carried a judgment ns calm and &s clear, and a 
discretion as large and as sound, as falls to the lot of the 
most accomplished urban physician. To these he added 
such genial manners, and so much unfeigned kindness of 
heart, that had Providence cast his lot in the more thrifty 
populated portion of the city, bis success must have beeo 
unprecedented. In the chamber of sickness, his presence 
was enlivening as the rays of the morning sun. 

Dr. Williams was a graduate of the University of the 
Stale of New York in toe historic days when Post and 
Hosack and others were Professors. After graduating, he 
was appointed house physician to the New York Hospital, 
which place he held for the regular term. He afterwards 
married and settled in Sloomingdal^ which was tiicn some 
six miles out of the city. There ne in time acquired a 
large practice, and eventually accumulated a competency. 

With the malarial diseases of that region he became 
thoroughly conversant, to such an extent, indeed, that bis 
opinions on such questions have been regarded for years ae 
authority by the medical men of New York. 

Trained in his youth in a school of gentlemen. Dr. Wil- 
liams through life did honor to their precepts. He was 
refined and reserved in his manners, being unwilling to 
injure the feelings of others by an unkind or haaty word, 
and believing mem incapable of any rudeness to him. 
In his domestic relations he was fortunate and happy; ati 
affectionate husband, and a kind and provident father. His 
home was the abode of peace Mid quiet. Whatever gen- 
tlemanly instincts and refined taste could do to adorn it, 
was done. He surrounded himself with the rarest pro- 
ductions of nature, and the choicest works of art. Beau- 
tiful plants and exotic Bowers grew around his dwelling, 
while rare books and paintings and statuary adorned its 
interior. The love of nature, which in his early years had 
enticed him away from the turmoil of the city to the quiet 
of a country reddence, remained to the last fresh and 
green. Of the Auduboas he was for years the tried and 
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trusted friend, and eventually he became connected to 
them by intimate family relations. Some of their finest 
pictures graced his walls. 

In politics, the S3'mpathie3 of Dr. Williams were with 
the masses, and he believed that men were naturally and 
from principle honest; and that though majorities may be 
temporarily misinformed, they will uways in the end be 
found supporting justice and truth. 

When a member of the Board of Aldermen, his amenity 
of disposition and unswerving integrity obtained for him 
the respect of his opponents, while his unwavering fidelity 
secured to him the love of his fi'iends. In the Board of 
Education, the records will show him to have been uni- 
formly on the side of progression and improvement — that 
his vote was always cast for any measure which he believed 
would benefit the cause of public education. 

During his last illness these excellent and amiable quali- 
ties were well illustrated. For many years he had been a 
Erofessor of religion and Churchwarden ; and when the 
our of his departure approached. He whom he had served 
during life did not forsake him in death, and he anticipated 
his great change with all that serenity and .composure 
which religion alone can confer. To his wife he remarked 
that his disease was jileuTO-pnaimonia, a disease of great 
danger, but that only one side was afi'ected ; and that if he 
should live eight or ten days she might expect him to 
recover. His intellectual faculties were unclouded to the 
last ; and even when in the final collapse, with skin relaxed 
end a fluttering pulse, he extended his hand to an old 
friend with a feeble but earnest welcome: "Doctor," he 
said, " I am glad to see you ; " and these were his last 
words; in an hour more he had ceased to breathe. 

The funeral, on the Sunday following his death, was 
largely attended by the medical profession and other friends 
of the family. The whole community feels his loss, and 
the best interests of humanity mourn. Yet we have one 
consolation in our sorrow. 

The example which such men leave behind Ihem for our 
imitation is of priceless value. May our young men follow 
in his footsteps, and may God in his mercy, in the lapse ol 
coming years, send many more such men. 

" The path of the ftist is at the ehining light, which 
fhineth brighler and bnghttr unto thenerfeci day." 

T. M. 
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Course of Lectures oh the Phtbioloot and Patbologt of 
THE Central Nervous Stbtem, delivered at the Eoyal 
College of Surgeons of England, in May, 1858, by B. 
Brown-S^quard, M.D., F.RS. 1860. Philadelphia. S. 
B. Lippincott & Co. 

LECTt^HES ON THE DlAONOSIS AND TREATMENT OF THE PrIB- 

cfPAL FoHua OF Paralysis of the Lower EsrnEirmEa, 
by E. Brown-S^quard, M D., F.E.S, 1661. Philadel- 
phia. J. B. Lippincott & Co. 
The study of nervous diseases, hitherto chiefly theoretical, 
has necessarily led to abstract and erroneous conclusions. 
No other study requires more positive researches to esta- 
blish its fundamental principles ; but the improvement in 
this, as in every other subject of such a complex science as 
Medicine, has been impeded by the want of such principles. 
Thia want is mostly due to ignorance of anatomy and phy- 
uology, which are absolutely necessary to interpret and 
properly apply the results of observation. Of the laborers 
in the field of neuropath olofiy Dr. Brown-S€quard is one 
of the most capable and efficient in breaking away from 
trsdidonol routine. Long devoted with unabated eflbrts 
and master skill to investigating the normal functions of the 
nervous system, be is perfectly well prepared to solve the 
difficult problem of its derangements without resorting to 
theories. ( ("\r^n lo 
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The leoturcB '^ On the Diagnoiit and Trminwt of the 
Prineipai Forme of Paralt/iii of the Lower Extremitiet" are 
a natural sequence of those " On the Physiology and Patho- 
logy of the Centrid Nervoue SyiUm." Those miods which 
stjil look Qpon obscure questions of medicine as impene- 
trable mysteries, involving the curative art in doubt, and 
unaware Chat, whatever its purpose, art cannot exist but on 
true principles, will probably pass over these books as too 
gpeculatiTe, and, therefore, barren ; but certainly they must 
grcatly misjudge them. Thej are replel« with remarkable 
and accurate experiments which, combined with numerous 
pathological cases, roost of them borrowed from different 
observers, directly trace the eiiolog; of the nervous affec- 
tions. The volume on the physiology and pathology of 
the nervous centres, places these subjects upon clearer 
and more positive grounds. It bears in its whole as its 
sequel the stamp of our anatomo-physiological school, 
■which, unsoiled by the dost of tradition, and guided by 
true principles, has ever prevented that absurd distinction 
between a Vuorttical and a pradicai, or so-called dinicdl 
medicine. Both works, the fruit of mature learning, offer 
extensive matUir for deep and uaefiJ re6ection, and in their 
pages no common cause, nor any theory, whether plausibly 
Tentured upon in order to answer the difficulty in every 
instance, has a place, unless sanctioned by combined expe- 
liments and correct clinical observation. 

It is impossible for us here to enter into the analysis of 
all tlie particulars detailed by Dr. Brown-S^uard, in the 
lectures on the physiology and pathology of the central 
nervous system. We will merely glance at those striking 
points wbi<^ shall enable the reader to form an opinion of 
their bearing. For this purpose it is necessary U> alter the 
author's wise arrangement, condensing separately the phy- 
siological and clinical deductions. The valuable discoveries 
oif many eminent physiologisls authorized us in concluding 
that the true functions of each organ in the cerebro spinal 
axis was finally determined. Nevertheless, the facts put 
forward by Dr. Brown-S^quard, and the conclusions at 
which he has arrived, are quite opposite to many previously 
admitted views on tiiis subject. ' Let it not be imagined, 
however, that the great discovery of Sir Charles Bell, con- 
cerning the distinction between the anterior and posterior 
roots of tlie spinal cord, has been upset by his worthy suc- 
cessor. On the contrary, the last objections urged against 
it are completely removed by Dr. Brown-Sfiquard, who 
proves that the pain attending the irritation of the anterior 
roots is not due to any sensitive faculty, but to a cramp 
produced in the muscles; and that the local movements 
sometimes induced alter excitation of the posterior roots, 
are only reflex movements ; the excitation going to the 
oord, aud from thence to the muscles through the anterior 
roots. A change in the galvanic state of the muscle causes 
the pain in the first instance ; and the greater the resif^taoce 
to contraction, the greater the galvanic excitation of the 
nerves in contact with the muscles, which exist not when 
there is no resistance after the section of the tendon, as 
shown by Matteucci. These phenomena plainly account 
for the painsofthe uterus during parturition, of the sphincter 
in fiiBure of ibe anus, of torticulllH, etc. As a consequence, 
t«notomy of a contracted muscle at once diminishes the 
attending pwa, or it completely disappears. Our move- 
ments seem likewise guided by that peculiar eensation we 
derive fi'om the galvanic irritation of certain sensitive 
nerves of muscles while they cotitracL 

One of the questions most thoroughly investigated by 
Dr. Brown-S^uard is the transmission of our impressions 
to the encephaloD. He has entirely overcome the difficulty 
of experimenting upon the spinal cord, the mun cause of 
disagreement once prevailing upon this cardinal subject, and 
gives us the following results othis researches: — Part of the 
anterior columns, and chiefly the central grey matter (not 
excitable in itself, though becoming so when inflamed), are 
in the spinal cord the channels of sensitive, as well as of 
pure tactile and painful impressions. The sensitive con- 
ductors from the trunk and limbs deeuisale in the central 



gray matter shortly after entering either directly, or after 
going up and down a little way in the posterior columns, 
and most likely too, in the posterior part of the anterior 
columns. The arrangement is such that every small j>or- 
tion in the cord seems to contain conducting elements from 
all the points on the oppowt« side of the boiTf : a di^)Osition 
explaining the rarity of complete aneeathesia in diseases of 
the spina! cord. 

The restiform bodies, a continuation of the postfirior 
columns, and the cerebellum connected with tliem, do not 
receive any sensitive elements. Vivisections, and several 
inslances of diseases in those organs, prove that no loss of 
any kind of sensibility takes place under such circumstances. 
Even in cases of absence, or total destruction of the cere- 
bellum, sensibility has persisted ; and it is particularly 
deserving of notice that diseases of the cerebellum, or ild 
extirpation in animals, determine the want of co-ordination 
of movements by irritative influence upon the unaltered 
parts of the encephalon, and not on account of the absence 
of that nervous centre. The mass of evidence sustuning 
these facts overturns the theory of Longet and others, who 
believe that sensitive impressions are transmitted through 
the posterior columns, and that their place of decussatjon is 
in the restiform bodies. To destroy every doubt Dr. 
Brown-S^quard adds to many corroborative pathological 
cases on record the evidence of experiments, which prove 
that a transversal section of the posterior columns bringa 
on hyperesthesia, instead of anssstbeaia, which is, however, 
complete, when all the cord but the posterior columns is 
trans versally divided. 

The grey matter of the spinal cord, besides serving aa 
intermedial between the encephalon and the sensitive con- 
ductors, hns also great share in the conveyance of the orders 
of the will, never passing through the posterior columns, 
and likewise traversing more through the cervical than the 
dorsal and lumbar regions of the anterior columns. 

Tiie posterior columns are the principal channels for 
excitations which produce reflex movements. An alteration 
in a small part of their extent does not impur these latter 
movements; but if it occupies all their length and thick- 
ness, or the whole of the lumbar swelling, it brinp on a 
loss of the reflex actions of the limbs, and upon it impos- 
sibility of standing and walking. However, in bed the 
patient can move easily the lower limbs. The anterior 
columns everywhere, except in the upper part of the cer- 
vical region, have a large share in voluntary movements, 
the conductors of which chiefly decussate in the anterior 
pyramids. Above and below them there is no decuraation 
of the voluntary motor-fibres of the trunk and limbs. This 
view, ah-eady advanced by Mistichelh. Pourfour, du Petit, 
and others, and now confirmed by the researches of Dr. 
Brown-S^qiiard, disproves (he theory of Cniveilhier, Todd, 
Foville,jFalentio, Longet, and other authorities, who admit 
the decussation of nerve-Gbrea all along the mcrdian hne of 
the base of the encephalon. 
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AMAUROSIS BY INJURT OF THE SUPRA- 
ORBITAL NEEVE. 
[To lilt Sdlt« of tlw AjmioAS Mnn<UL Tnm.] 

Snt : — In your issue of the 16th inst. is the record of a 
very interesting case of amaurotit by injury of the ("ttpro- 
orbiial nerve, observed by Dr. Henkv D. Notes. He con- 
siders this instance a direct proof that amauroeis may 
depend upon injury of the supra-orbital nerve ; but not 
finding how to explain positively the filiation of the phe- 
nomena exhibited by the patient, be concludes that to con- 
nect them understandingly iscertainly very difficult. How- 
.ever, from the detsila of the case, and m>m the accurata 
ug,zecD,.CjOOl^lC 
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examination of the eye with the ophthalmoscope, it eeema 
evideDt that the real cause of the disease exists in a morbid 
reflex actioo of tlie bu pro-orbital upon the optic nerve, the 
patieDt having, therefore, tr/Jcc amaurotu. 

That refles actions are, more than generallj suspected, 
the source of diBturbancee in nutrition and in functions oi 
the same nervous syatem, is now a truth proved by the 
researches of Dr. Brown-S€quard sod other pbjsiologiat& 
The eye is precisely one of the organs that gives the most 
evidence and the most frequent examples of this kind of 
dfr^ngemeDL Surgeons are well aware of the facility with 
which inflammation and other diseases communicate from 
one to the other eye. Besides, Morgagni, Deval, Notta, and 
several others, have recorded numerous iostancefl of amau- 
rcnis from neuralgia. Tlie comcidence of Iwtli diseases, the 
fact that the one yielded when the other was cured, or that 
section of the nerve between the place afTected and the brain, 
abolishing reflex action, made also amaurosis disappear, con- 
vince that this latter could not be consequent but upon the 
morbid reflex icflueoce exerted upon the opticnerve. More- 
over, it is not only amaurosis which ensues on injury as well 
as on neuralgia of the Irigemiual nerre. Notia ob^rved 
twice acataract produced in a healthy eye: oneader a wound 
of the fronial nerve, and the other after neuralgia of the same 
nerve. Prof. Paul F. Ere of Tennessee, U. S., suggested the 
idea of the extirpation of a carious tooth to Dr. H. F. 
Campbell, in a case of ophthalmia, and the operation having 
been performed, the patient was at once cured.* Yet the 
refiex influence upon the eye may start from distant organs ; 
therefore, the stomach, the uterus, the kidneys, etc., may be 
often the origin of the disease. Amaurosis, deafness, apho- 
nia have been immediately cured after expulsion of a tsenia, 
and these, as the precedingfacls, could col be otherwise con- 
sidered than the reflex effect of the irritation upon the 
intestinal mucous membranes, or on the already mentioned 
organs. As in the beRiiinin^ stated, the whole nervous 
system may be aifevted in a similar way, for paralysis, epi- 
lepsy, chorea, edampsia, insanity, etc, may be seen as Uie 
result of such a morbid influence, likewise capable of deter- 
mining the most remarkable changes in nutrition : as in- 
flammation, gangrene, and other diseases of the skin, 

The distant influence of an organ upon another is easily 
demonstrated in physiology — and the following experiment, 
due to CL Bernard, is one of the most evident proofe of such 
phenomenon. Four or five days previous to hatching, the 
crop, both in the male and female of pigeons, is covered 
with large papillee, secreting a whitish liquid like milk. If 
one nerve pneumo -gastric, in a pigeon who broods, is 
divided two days before batching, the bird abandons the 
eggs and afterwards dies. On examining (he crop the 
papillie will be found scarcely apparent on those parte cor- 
reppondinp; to llie divided nerve, whilst on the contrary 
they will be nii^st devcloj'ieil on those supplied by the 
nerve la-stinR unloiiched. Now, could a reflex action be 
more siriiting? Nor could any other cause aceount better 
for the following phenomena: — secretion of milk brought by 
irritation of the womb or the vagina; menstruation by im- 
tatjon of the mammfe: perspiration of the face after exci- 
tation of the nerves of the taste ; the frequent appearance 
of a herpetic eruption supervening upon neuralgia of the 
nerves supplying tlie affected skin; paraplegia from affcc' 
tions of the lungs, the bowels, the genito-urinary organs, or 
any irritation on a sensiiive nerve; and lastly, other kinds 
of paralysis, as well as of nervous derangemcnta, arising out 
of peripheral irritaiions? May we not assert then fairly, 
that the case recorded by Dr. Noyes, so identical with 
those here metioned, is one of rrjleco amaurost), notwith- 
standing the opinion of Haynes, Walton, Muller, Sichei, and 
those who emphatically deny, without positive proof to 
sustain their absolute assertions, that amaurosis, when asso- 



ciated with lesion of the nerves in the forehead, is due to 
coincident injury of the eye and of the optic nerve? 
Tours, etc, 

U. GOMIALU ECHZVIBRU. 
Niw Tou, Uuch IT, IStK 



* For tbia and nther BiuJoErnu ciMB prerlnfi tha Inflaenc* of rt: 
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[Te tht Editor at Hh Axmaui Umiiui. Tuna] 

Sni:— The communications of Dr. Henry M, Lyman, on 
the accidents which may follow vaccination, published in 
recent numbers of the Amkbican MiniCiL Thms, have 

»ved to recall to my memory so vividly an " accident" of 
ifierent character, which forced itself upon my atten- 
tion, and afforded so Que an illustration of the unchangea- 
ble nature of the vaccine lymph, that I am tempted to 
transcribe it for your perusal : — 

In 1649 a gentleman and his wife, with a httle daughter 
three years old, had apartments in a hotel on the Canadian 
side of the river, which they left in consequence of the 
breaking out of small-pox in the same hall on which this 
family resided. By request of the jiarents I vaccinated 
the little girl, the day after they came to Detroit, with 
recent and active virus. The formation of the vesicle pro- 
gressed so naturally, and was attended with so much fever 
on the day for its culmination, that I supposed we had 
triumphed over the small-pox. At the request of an inti- 
mate friend of this family I inserted some lymph taken 
from this vesicle into the arm of one of her own family, 
supposing that the fever attendant upon the vaccine dis- 
ease was incident to it, and not a symplom of variola, as it 
proved to be the second day after. When this eruption 
came out, the friends of both the little patients, as well as 
myself, became nervously anxious to know what would be 
the product of a vaccination done with lymph matured 
amidst the fermentation of a genuine vatiolous fever, just 
on the eve of producing its eruption. To our great gratifi- 
cation it proved to be only a benignant case of vaccine 
disease, running its legitimate course, and producing a virus 
which acted with ordinary mildness upon other persons. 

Quite recently a similar conjunction of circun: stances has 
enabled me to repeat as an experiment what the " acci- 
dent" formerly gave me the means of taking note of. On 
a day that could be specified an inmate of St. Mary's Hos- 
pital was exposed to the contagion cf small-pox. When 
this came to my knowledge, two days afterwards, he was 
vaccinated. The vaccine vesicle filled on the tenth day. 
On the twelfth, when the small-pox eruption was pretty 
fully out on the face, the vaccine vesicle was punctured, and 
the lymph which flowed transferred to the arm of a healthy 
adult. The efiects produced by (his lymph were such as 
we ordinarily see when the matter used is taken from an 
adult ofa good constitution and in vigorous health. Oihera 
were vnccinaled with the matter thus produced, in which 
cases there were no peculiar symptoms. 

Not only such isolated facts, but the observations of 
forty years' familiarity with this subject, in epidemic sea- 
sons and in seasons of uncommon salubrity, in jiospilals 
.and in the private walks ol professional lile, have forced 
me to the conclusion that the vaccine lympk is never the 
medium by which other constitutional affections are trans- 
planted from one person to another. There are seasons 
and states of the system not always dependent upon an 
epidemic constitution, when the crust, after the constitu- 
tional symptoms which developed the vesicle have subsided, 
may become vitiated by an imperfect puatulat ion, to which 
it is liable when tbe system ot the subject is charged with 
the poisons characteristic of eczema, of typhoid fever, of 
erysipelas, of rubeola, or of syphilis. The putrefactive 
processes thus set up around the crust destroy the specific 
qualities of the vaccine virus, give origin to the unseemly 
scars that sometimes follow vaccination, and the matter 
thus developed or transformed may produce consUtutionat 
efiects not germane to the vacdne dueaoe, and fuch •■ lh« 
Lg,zocD,CjOOl^iC 
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Ijmph would not have occasioaed if used before the disease 
engendering it had passed ite point of culmination. 

As before stated 1 have used, without tlie production of 
any untoward result, vaccine lymph taken Irom a vesicle 
Burrounded by the Bmall-pox eruption. I have tried it 
when the mewles had come out fully, before the desicca- 
tion of the vesicle commenced, witlialike happy effect; 
And in one ainsle instance I have used a vaccine crust, that 
was dried uoder Uie pungent heat of scarlatina, without 
any effect whatever, aa if its vitality had been destroyed 
by the inleudty of the poison of scarlet fever. 

If care is taken to reject those crusts around which there 
has been no pustulation, and which have not been increased 
in thickness by secondary exudations, absolute immuniLy 
from blame fur pathological hybridism may be claimed iff 
the crust aa by the lymph of vaccinia. 

Yours, etc., 

Z. P. 
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Qekeral :— Since handing in my report I am deeply dis- 
tressed to hear of the death of Surgeon Minis, of the 48th 
Reg., Penn. Voli". Dr. Minis was detailed to servo with the 
9th Reg. N. J. Vols., to fill the position rendered vacant by 
the death of Surgeon 1;'. J. Weller, who waa drowned at 
!datterB3 Inlet. 

Words cannot express to you my distress at the loss of 
Dr. Minis. During the action of Feb. 80i he had charge 
of the Hospital at Ashby's hou?c. He worked there 
unceasingly day and night until yesterday. I never gave 
him an order, for the reason that he always promptly per- 
formed any duty aaked; even our short acquaintance n ad 
inspired me witn the greatest respect and admiration for his 
character, and in his death you and the army have every 
reason to deplore his loss. 

I saw him yesterday, and he agreed with me in the con- 
viction that his illnesB would be but slight, and I then lelt 



him, my mind impressed with the fear that I had overtaxed 
a too willing professional brother. If there is any mark of 
respect that can be bestowed upon a deserving officer, I 
most urgentiy request that it may be extended to my 
deceased friend, as every regiment owes him a debt of 
gratitude. 

I am, Gieneral, very respectfully, 

Your obt. servt, 
Wii. HENBr CntjHcH, 
Briga^ Surgeon and Medical Dirtclar. 

GENEBAI. 0BDEB3.— No. Iff. 

BoABOKi Ulakd, Febrouy \\,iS^ 

2. The Greneral Commanding desires to render a Iribute 
to the memory of Dr. Minis, of the 48th Peon. Vols. He 
waa delacheu from his own regiment and appointed to 
accompany tlie 9th New Jersey, then going into the field. 
He lost his life by disease, brought on by hia untiring devo- 
tion to tiie wounded during and after the action of the 8th. 
To the forgetfuhiess of self which kept him at hia post at 
the Hospital, regardless of rest or sleep, the Department 
owes a debt of gratitude. 

By Command of Brigadier General A. E. Burkbidk, 
(^Signed) Lewis Richmond, 

Anistant Adjutant General. 
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A new oath has been promulgated for the benefit of the 
Austrian army doctors. The Wiener Median Wochemehnft 
says that it is a great improvement on the old one, which 
occupied four closely written pages. The following is a 
clause in this new oath : — " You swear to devote yourself 
manfully to the good and the service of the sick and the 
wounded, whoever thej may be, and wherever the will of 
his Imperial Majesty may order, by land and by water, by 
day and by night, m battle and in storms, m fightings and 
stroEglinga of every kind, in every place, at all times, and 
on all occasions, with eagerness ana self-sacrifice, and to 
shun no danger." Notwithstanding his oath, the Austrian 
army surgeon is held aa a "non-combatant;" and this is 
one of bis grievances. — Srit. Med. Journ, 

Seventh Annual Bbpori or the BoAnn or Tbitstekb 
AND OrnOKBS OF the Southern Ohio Lunatic Asvlom, 
FOR THE Year 1861. — From the only table given, we learn 
that the number of patients in the Asylum, Nov. Ist, 1860, 
was 157; admitted during the year ending October 31st, 
1861, 99 ; remaining November Ist, 1861, 159. Discharged 
as recovered, 50 ; improved, 8; unimproved, 21 ; died, 8; 
not insane, l.— Cin. Med. an^ Surg. Ktwt. 

Sickness amongst Eminent Medical Men, — Three of 
the leading medical men of Vienna are at present on the 
bed of sickness. Professor Dumiprcicher is suffering from 
pericarditis; M. Sigmund is just recovering from pneumo- 
nia; and Professor Rokltansky hag been obliged to take to 
his bed owing to tlie serious turn which a chronic affection, 
from which he has been for some time suffering, has lately 
taken. — Lancet. 

Death of M. Brktonkbau.— This distinguished physician 
has just died at an advanced age, at Passy, near Paris, 
where he occupied a nobie villa. M. Bretonneau's name is 
connected with some of the most valuable discoveries in 
medicine, and had risen to great eminence by his teachings 
and original turn of mind. The two leading men of the 
medicine and surgery of Paris respectively, M. Trousseau 
and M. Velpeau, were his pupils. — Lancet. 

A IIosprTAL FOR Stodents. — An establishment of this 
kind has lat^;ly been founded at Vienna; and a ball in aid 
of its funds wU! shortly be given under very distinguished 
patronage. 
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aeuce dlBeaaea mad 81 From rlolenl caDaea. ESI vera native, and ISA forel^; 
of wham SS came rrom Ireland: Ddicd la IbelmniUmillnsUtDtioE, and M 
Intha CltrCharlllea; at whomUwentn thaBelleTuailoapluL 
Atotrut uf the Atmoepheriul Record of the Eutcm Dlspenurr, kept in 
the Mirkal Bulldlnf, No. fiT Eeui atreet, New Tnk. 
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BELLEVUB HOSPITAL MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

OBDIH OP LECTURES IN BPRING SESSION, 1862, FOB THE 
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TEC, at leland Hcgpitil. 1 r.a. 

j:ir, At taUnd Ho^iai, 8 p.m., (il«unar Ifaraa » 



Thiindat. Pmr. Wood, Ig it 
Friday, taor. Childb. ]t n. 
Batordmv, Pnor, Fu»t, Ja_ IS m. 
Clinical Leciurci by faop. Titloi. Tbnnda;, 13f p.h. 
" - by Faop. MoCa«uiT, Friday, 1>( p.it 

The order of Leclorea for tha Bamlng week will be pabUahed weakly li 
tha H. Y. llui. Tuu. 



SPECIAL NOTICES. 

ri« Hegjilar Monthly Meeting of lAe New Tokk Sani- 
TAHT AssociATioH wifl 5* AeW a( 74 PM., Thvnday, April 
Zd, at Room No. 19, Cooper IntHtute. 

A imei 0/ resolution! in favor 0/ further hgislaUon to 
KcuTt more general and tffeetivt vaeeination and 
tion, win be taAen tip for dixTiaion, 

A report on Sanitary Legislation vwy it eo^ptcttd. 



NOTICES. ■ «a«h ■*. uo. 

Tub New York Academt of Medicine. — On Wethtet- 

day, April 2d, Dr. Simms wiU, read a paper on " Vaginis- 
mus" and Dh. Phrpi^ vnU read a Memoir on the late John 
Stearns, M.D., and hi* WriHnga, the first President of the 

John W. Sheddon, Apothecary, 
3«BBo»eiT. cor. 4thB(. 
SqDibb'a, Allen't, Tilden'a. Harring'a, and othrr flna preparatisBi ilVayi 
on hand; alas Para Chlorofarm and OialaU orCarinm praparad for at 
by Dancu Flookliait A Co,, £dlDbDr||h. 

P. W. Bedford, 
F H A, R ]Vt ^C E XJ T 1 8 T, 

745 Sixth Avenue, near Forty-fourth Street, 
Oppnalta Sixth Avanna Eallroad DepoL 

Si '■ 

Deecripilve Circularswllh Sninplesof Wurk 
wiltbesciitMnll-li'Ge. 

Having Juit completed Ih« matt taciMMful aeaaon'a bottoua tbay bara 
eVBi onToyad— wherein tbay bare damnoUnited Ibat, 1^ all Hndit of 
VHIrt, iluy hiva -THE SF.WING MACHINE OF THE WOBLD"— 
anter Dpon Uifl Naw T«r with itUl mora uipoetaht urkOfEHum, Ui* 

"NEW TAILORING MACHINE." 

Hailng herelofbra aimed almoet wholly to lopply a Family Maablna, 

now enter tho market with a Man uliclii ring 'Machine. »li1cb, for elaatl'ollr 
and atrcBgib of elUcb— for rapid moTemenU-rorilnipItcltr and dnrablllly, 
daSea couipelllion. While adapted to make the HEAVV AUMT AND 
MAVY COATli. with lloex Ihr«id. It can, by a alight change. Iw made to 
dolhaflnefkmlly Bowlns:; thua oomblnlnj In one machine adaoUtlon to 
FINE FANCY SEWlSO and HliAVY MANDFiOTUKlSG. Thlt 

We do DOI aek"r%ipect^tbe™Lbllo io'be°gof«'ed "Jy onr ■uwmrnU 
alone. Wt court InvMUgiition, aod rarer to tha tbuoaanda who hara oar 
macblnaa Id auoceaBrnl operation. 

FINKLE A LYON B£W1NG MACHINE CO., 

Sta Broadway, New York. 

"Dellevue Hospital Medical College. — 

JJ SPRING CODK8E 01' LECTUllE* The Spring Cnnmo of Lec- 
turealnthlaCollemj win commence "nWcdneaday, March iOin.alHii. 
LectoreswDibeKnendall?, by mrmbem of the Peeallyoflhe Collage, 
from li o'clock n. lo ts o'clock PH.. Including Clinical iDiirnotion. Thi 
Courae will oonllnua during tho muDtha ot April and lUj. 

BDBJECTB OF LECTURES. 

DlaaaHt of tha Braaat,. Prof Wood. 

1>ia«naala, Prot FHnt 

Ouniparatlta Anatomy. Prof. Cldhb. 

Ulagnoala of Dlieaaei peculiar 10 Femtlaaand iDbau 

atUieBreait, Prof Elliol. 

MlcTOsoupio Anatomy Prof. FllnL Jr. 

Opermtionaon theileadudNetk, ProCMott. 

Dliea«5of the Placenta, Prot Taylor. 

Clinical Medicine. Pro£ WaerAdj. 

Bypbl litis Dlaeaael, Prof IMyn. 

Pneiporal Uliraaua, Pjof Barker. 

Fnotom and their TrcatmeDt. p^f Smith. 

For attendaoce daring tli1aeanrs«,imatilCDlitlOD fee will be aloae re- 
OLlred. and they who tuatrlonlale now will not be raqnlted tu do >d fbr 

be publlahad in each eucceailTe Dnmbac Df the MisiaiL Tuia during tha 

Memben of the proftaalon are Ihf itod to attend the Leetnrea of Ihb 
Connc. 

ADBTO rLINT, Jk, ILD., SwntAn. 

Digiiizea oy VjOOQ IC 
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E. & S. FOUOERA, PHARMACEUTISTS, 
No. 30 N. William st., N. York, and No. 169 Atiantic at., Brooklyn, 

GENERAL AGENTS FOE THE FOLLOWING PBEPABATIONS: 

Aawm : T. METCALF & CO, Boston, Mabb. ; H. P. WAKELEE, Sak Fbakciboo, Caufoewa ; & L, 
MASSOT, St. Loom, Mo. ; . Baltmom, Uasturd, no, sto. 

To be bad alM from tke f Inl claaa Dros StOK««. 



h ilx bmm. It li dhL handy, Monmnlm], ud of mimM rwonnlcnog £r 
/'Av*'o<a«' <pr4n«4wUy muUry Fhititiitaitt') fltarmacliUtli, uid 
Putltnd. Qtuenllr oudln tb*clTl1;BH(lst;Ulalli*oBlr«i>am[ilor*d 
In Hut HttT* iniilH ud hgcplula of Fruu. 

ALBESPKYKE-B EPIsPaSTIC PAPEB, 1* DMd f« irnlnMntng bUl- 
Urt, Ld prefereDce to mhj driwliij olntmanti. 



RAQUIN'3 CAPSUUB, 

Approitd bT Uw Tnni* AmSeaj of HtdldM— D*llr iirMBll»d with 
■oocM* bf Um DnhHlOD It Urn- Thda clipnlM « npulw to uy 
tfiolUr ptapiMlJoiii. 



GENBVOIX PURE OIL OF HOESB CHESNOTS. 

TUa Ajrn-OoDT prtpantlon li imong th< nmneKKU toplail inillia- 
UuM pomiitd b; tberqwntlM, tha but aitanul nnwdy ta Oair*, SBm- 

f« MTV inuwrtaflL la ipplrliig OU oil, to rub ccntlT 
^((j( r..>i .-^ , 



iDflunsd pan. Ml 



FhuuUKna 



BLAUCARD'S PILLS OF IODIDE OF IRON. 

Et*it ptajaldu, ernj irork of madlolD*, ngu4> the lodlda irf Ins ai 
■u (icellant prapanClon, nnltliif tha propartlea oT bolli Iron and lodlna. 

Each pILt ooDtalna ono grmla of lodlda of lion, the doae la tvo 1o tam 
pUb 1 day. Nona are gemiliie wUoh haie cot a reactlTa allTar a«a: 
attached to tbe lower part of (be ooik, Aa_ Ae. 

^- -- (0 Kne Boiiniarte, Part. 



^!a£ 



D, PhetL, N< 



BONJEAN'S BBOOTINE A DRAGEES OP ERGOTINK 

Setli4an'l SraiMnt, or pulfled EiCraot of Simt, la the eitraotlTe prln- 
Mple of SeealB Oomulum, minui tta polaonana Jnbalaqca. la ooineqnonr* 
Sonitan't SreoUnt mi* be glien In doaea propordoDaU to tha danger of 
tk*<*M, wlthautaDyriBkCittliBUfearihepallBiit. The diM of Aaf^un'a 
MrgoUtu la from Bra to 10 gTlln^ dallj. One dragie (three grain*) niaj 
b* flTan. eruahad, arerx two or three bonn, In lonu (raTa oaaea of ntartna 

LABBUltrYE, Phei^ Nb 11 Sna Bonrban, TlUenanTB, Parla. 



QUBVENNE'S IBON AND DRAOfiKS OP IRON 

BY BYDBOeSN. 

PhjaloUna deahona to hare a ftlthfal artlola, irlll praacrlba ^env^M 
Quttenat't Iron, which la alwar* onDbnn and reliable, and quite different 
toto the Donunorolal Iron by iljdrogen. 

It oomaa In imall bottle*, with a tm apoon eonWalng two gndn* of Inm, 
wUehlaadoae. E. OKNJCVOIX, 14 KDadeaBeani Arta, ParU. 



talluna and (UUic denucenenta, KBdera Iti esotlnned amploroieBt olten 
Impoaalble. In Lebal'l BaTonalel, tbe BalHm, br Ita aaponiaiMlon milh 
an alcsU, la nwdlBed In aoch a manner thatlta diuaUoo la vuj and Ita 
BbaoiptlOD mm nady, bealdta Ita elegant fixni and diagulea under s coal- 
ing of glaton, reooTcnd by angar aa a dragee, neither offend tbe alfhi nor 
dlaplaaja tha palate. 



PIERLOT'3 VALERIANATE OF AMMONIA, 

fOB HEBVOnS AFFSCTIOyS. 
nia inparatlon la not at all Ilka tha one preparedly Apotbecarlaa. after 
tb* formala putiKahad In the tonmali; Ita odor, Ita taala, and aboia all, lla 
auoneta. where the other one fUli, will tell at onea how dUTeraat they are 

Ofvtn* Pitrbttt ValtHtKuHt (V Ammmta la a moM eOoicloBa 
' XmraMa, SpOtptj/, ConuMvat, UyMtria, die.. An. 
rwo to three (eaapoonrnlB dally. 

PUIBLOT, Fhen., a Bna Uaiarlna. Parla. 



BOTJDAITLrB PHPSIKE^ 

waaeifliadhi Dmnp1<t. Oatlralffla,*t Oku ttS «tflM* 
1 (ikrMto lUaeaaia, and alao Id arreat wnaWntf 4w«v I»W- 

;ralH In powder, two at OueatlBa* a day, jnal beAn 



LABELONYB'S GRANinJS OF DIGITALIS, . 

Xaeh Giunla oonlalna one-tUid of a pain of Hjrdro-aleoholls Eitraet of 
DlgllaUa Fnrpnrei ~' 
dlnrettih and la pi 



of a gnin of Hydro-aleoholls EH 
Ja prepai^on la an aioallent aaditlY^ a powartid 
■->■'- -o the atomaoh. They regniu* wall 



ratio, and la perfectly aooaptable to tbs atomaoh. They regniu* wall 
PuUtOkM* qf lU flmrt, Inartaae rapidly tha urinary aacretl^ aot 
larkrtly wellln tbe Jftmt PaifiUaHinit.Anturl^nt, and Hfptr- 
Mtt of tha Btart, In Tidona klndi of Dtopdaa. principally uuaa 



remark^ly _ . . 

troplUtt of tha Start, ._ . 
fyiDpUunalk) to tb* Heart 
Dou.— Feu to ten GniiDlaa — .. . 
LABELONTK, Fhon., 



Itopciaa. principally ll 
Bne Bonrfaop yilleneaTa, Parli. 



donna, uy oaciamna. 



FRUNEAU'S ASTHMATIC PAPER 

' qnantl? of Hltnte of Potaah, Bella- 
«idltbnrnawell.t-"" -i— "• *■■-— 
, rellare Immediate.. 
I-BUKEAU, Pben. Nuraa, Fi 



E. & a. FOUGEBA'S COMPOUND DRAGEES OPj 

SANTONINE. 

TbeaaDragAflacompouidorSantonlneand JalaptneMvat thaaama time 

•' — I and pnrcaUTs— being coaled with ansar Ueyara pleiaant ta 

ifordOldren. Each Dncia aimtalni balT a grab Banionlne aol 
~ 1 gnin of JalaplD^ with cbooolata and coated wltbaogac. 
m to twelTt a day tar an adult, repeated three daya. 



The mperlorfty t^ actlbn vt the j. 
parfecteolilblllty In tha (aatrte Juice. Itladi 
WlMu, Amtnvrrliaa, and general dablllty. 
grain Lactate of Iron. 

Doaa.— Two to three, three tiDua a day. 



lly preaoHbai 

Each DrigB 



la dallT ft 

of the at , . 

Pldouz, QrlaoUe, Aa, Ac. 



PAULLINIA-FOURNIEI 

id prlndpallTfOF 

„ „ (M ITmiraMa, B. 

Ac. Ac It la IhTiitably apoken of 



Bue d'Ai^on SC Brani, Pi 



IL & 3. FOUGERA'S DRAGfiES AND SYRUP OF 
PYROPHOSPHATE OF IRON. 

The afBooy of thla new jinparatlon, cantalnlng two Important elemeoM 
of our ayaleDk Iron and Pbospbona, la admitted by all Phyatdua who 
bare employed It. Being borne eailiy by the moat dullnle ainuachi, t* 

OteiHrai dMUtji, Annnia. ifyipiptla, JTwraJfio, and prindpally 

DoBia. — Two to four Dia^ea. three tiniee a day, or a delaeri to a tea- 
BpoonfLiI three dmai a day. For chUdran In proportion. 



PERSONNE'S lODINISED OIL. 

AFPROVXD BT THE FKKyCH_ACJ.DBMT^ or HEDICnrx. 

like «t«l Smanl ofi in iu*lJt 



It hu great advanlngte orar 

jlalered lo amaller quantllj ud wttEonl dla- 

Rleordiayi: thaltha euro, or it leaat aomemodlfloa- 



lodintaed Oil. Uuu wllh co 



. Doau.— A teaapoonfol tv 



Bdlntheaamecaataaa 
in TlUeneuT^ Faila. 

E. & S. FOVOERA, Pharmnceatlcts, New York and Brooklyn, 

Gbkbral AoKNTa tor the abovs Pkepabatioks. 

N3. pDABMACiDTiBTa AND Wholebau Drcooists Will find it to their adrantofje to Bcnd for our new 
Price ODireiit, in which the prices of Imported French Meditunal FreparatioiiB ue much isduoedL 
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LECTURES ON 
NEW REMEDIES AND THEIR THERAPEU- 
TICAL APPLICATIONS. 

HEW YORK IIEDIOU. COLLEOB ASD CHABITT HOePtTAL. 

Bt SAMUEL R. PERCY, M.D., 



WiTB the principle which I have prepared, and which 
is identical with the cofcAicrine of Oberlin (and of the 
chemical differences between this and the cokkidn of 
Qeiger and Haese I have already ^ken), I have tried 
Bome phygiological eiperiraents. To a lull grown dog, 
weighing about twelve pounds, I administerea one grain, 
finelj rubbed up with one drachm of sugar, and enreloped 
in a thin slice of meat; Aia was thrust down the throat. 
For about one hour no change was noticed, excepting a 
gradual increase in the frequency of the pulse, being at the 
end of the hour fifteen beats more than at the commence- 
ment. Oraduallj tfaf dog began to show restlessness and 
pain. In two hours he had a full copious discharge from 
the bowels, the first portions of which were natural in 
appearance, but the latter portion was tight colored, pulta- 
ceous, and very frothy ; vomiting also commenced, which 
at first consisted of thin mucus, but as the retching con- 
tinued, the mucus throwD up was small in quantity, and 
freely tinged with blood. Urine was passed at first fi^ly, 
and as an old dog usually pnsses it, but as the dog grew 
weaker, many ineffectual attempts were made, and con- 
stant straining in the way which a young dog usually uses, 
without throwing up use leg; although Uie efforts lo 
urinate were C^quen^ no urine was passed alter three and 
a half hours. The pulse in two and a half hours was 
thin, wiry, and frequenL In six hours the pulse was 
small, feeble, and reduced to twenty-four beats in the 
minute. In the meantime the diarrhoea had been very 
troublesome ; the discharges were thin, ochre-colored, fro- 
thy, with frequent patches of bfoody mucus. After the 
seventh hour the dog did not attempt to rise, the pulse be- 
came small, thready, and intermittent, and he died a little 
before the eighth hour, without convulsions. Upon post- 
mortem examination the heart contained much tnick, 
pitchy black blood, and the same also was found in the 
ascending and descending aorta as described by Bley and 
even in Uie arteries of the legs and neck; the mucous mem- 
brane of the stomach was only slightly congested, but the 
whole mucous membrane of the small and large intestines 
was inflamed, even down to the anus, near whi^ there were 
Beveral large abrasions. Upon removing the kidney, and 
dividing it with a sharp knife, the first appearance was one 
reddened inflamed mass, and upon more minute examination 
the Malpighian bodies were very red and much congested, 
the interlobular plexus was also very much congested, and 
the congestion extended even to the infuodibula and pelvia 
of the kidney. 

Two grains were given to another dog, which died in 
eleven and a half hours witb all the symptoms i^ve 
described. Towards the pyloric extremity oi the stomach 
there was an irregular patch of about the size of a dollar, 
highly congested ; the other parts of the mucous membrane 
were not much changed; the small and large intestines 
were like those in the other dog ; the heart contained the 
same black, pitch-like blood; the kidneys were if anything 
more congested tbaa those before described ; the bladder 
was entirely empty. 

To a dog. weighing about fourteen pounds, two grains 
of this colcnicina were given finely rubbed up with a 
drachm of sugar, and a scrapie of lannio acid. The whole 
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was enveloped in a slice of meat, and pushed down the 
throat. The restlessness of the dog Sfcmed (^'eater than 
with either of the others described. There was retching 
in half an hour, and in about an hour free vomiting. In 
an hour and a half there was copious diarrhoea. Thirty 
gr«ns of tannic acid were now given, but it did not control 
me diarrhtea; there was not the same dedre to urinate 
as shown by the other dogs, but no urine was passed after 
the fourth hour. The dog died in fourteen hours. The 
post-mortem appearances were nearly the same as in those 
described, excepting that the kidneys were not so generally 
inflamed, though there was great congestion of the malpi- 
ghian bodiesand interlobular plexuses, but it did not extend 
beyond them as in the other case ; tiie bladder conttuned 
about a teaspoonful of very dark-colored urine. Thus tan- 
nic acid is no antidote to colchicina. 

To a cat, while under the influence of chloroform, was 
administered one grain of colchidna, enveloped in a small 
round ball of bread. In a little more than an hour it purged 
her freely, and produced very great uneasiness, as she 
prowled round in a restless and timid way, and constantly 
moaned. The tenesmus with the dogs was great, but 
with this cat it was very severe, so long as the strength 
lasted she seemed to make almost one continual strain. 
The cat died in eight hours. There was congestion of the 
stomach, intestines, and lungs; the right side of the 
heart was empty, but the left ventricle was distended with 
pitch-like black blood. The kidneys presented the same 
appearance as in the dog I first described. 

Therape^itical AppUcationt.— To a gentleman suffering 
with an acute attack of gout I administered one-forty-fift£ 
of a grain of colchicina, three different times, at intervals of 
four hours. It produced no effect upon the bowels, but 
the urine was largely increased in quantity, and contiuned 
a very large amount of urate of ammonia and mucus. I 
could not perceive that it produced much change in the 
pulse. The dose was now increased to one-thirtieth grain, 
which I was obliged entirely to suspend after the third 
dose. The pulse fell in frequency twenty-eight beats, the 
urine continued to flow very freely, and still contained the 
same lu'ge amount of urate of ammonia and mucua ; the 
bowels were opened several times, the discharges were of 
an ochre color, very frothy, and had a strong urinous smell ; 
there was some tenesmus, aud an inonlinatc amount of 
flatus, which rather amused him at first, but eventually 
became quite painfiiL As 1 remained some time with my 
patient, and saw no cause for fearing too severe an action, 
I gave nothing but large quantities of mild diluents. I 
bad no occasion to repeat the medicine, as it completely 
arrested the paroxysm. The urine that was passed before 
the administration of colchicina was small in quantity, of 
veiT dark color, deposited uric acid in lai^e quantity on 
cooling, and was of sp. gr. 1-021. That passed after the 
third dose of colchicina was large in quantity, of much 
titter color, containing a very targe quantity of urate of 
ammonia and mucus, and was of sp. gr. 1-030. That passed 
after the bowels had been very ireely acted on was still 
large in quantity, and contsined about the same quantity 
of urate of ammonia and mucus, and was of sp. gr. 1025, 
thus making a difference in the amount of solid matters 
discharged of about twenty per cent even in the same 
quantity of urine passed ; but as the amount passed was 
certainly four or nve times larger, the amount of effete 
matters carried off in this way must have been very gieat. 

Another case of gout coming under my notice about the 
same time, I gave one-tJurtielh grain of colchicina, and 
repeated it seven times at intervals of from fuur to six 
hours. It acted more quickly on the bowels than in the 
previously mentioned case, producing the same ochre- 
colored, frothy, and urine-like smelling discharges as before 
spoken o(, and producing much flatus and some tenesmus. 
The increase in the quantity of urine passed was veiy 
marked ; the sp. gr. increased from 1-018 to 1024, and uric 
add and mucus were deposited in large quantities. This is 
the only paroxysm that this gentleman has had. 
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There is one other person to whom I have adminiBtered 
the colehicina. This person was suffering from a Bubacute, 
or rather chronic, attack of gout ; he had goutj concretions 
of urate of soda, and enlargement of the joints. I gave 
him one fortj-fifth grain three times a da; for ten days. 
It acted freely on the bowels three or four times daily, pro- 
dudng flatus to such an extent that he had to keep watch 
on himself when any one wbh near. The urine was 
increased in quantity and in specific gravi'y, and deposited 
large amounts of unc acid on cooling. He was very much 
benefited by the treatment. I find no other mentjon of 
the use of this agent in the treatment of disease, excepting 
by -Di: Qvensbcrg, of Breslau. He has used it in many 
cases since 1853. Patients that hod long suffered from 
gout, took, during the punful paroxysms of the swellings 
of the joints, one-axtJeth of a grain (of Geiger's) three 
times daily. Tn every case the remedy acted as an intense 
excitant of the inteiitinal secretion, even in such patients 
who had always before suffered from consfipation. Atler 
three or four weeks' use of the colchicin, patients who 
before had suffered from an attack every two or three 
months, remained entirely free for a year or longer. But 
in acute articular rheumatism its employment did, con- 
trary to his expectation, but little or no good. 

Modtu Operandi. — We have not a very la:^e number of 
physiological eiperimenls from which we may draw 
inlerences as to the modus operandi of colehicina; but the 
few experiments that are given demonstrate its effects with 
greater accuracy than is usual with new remedies. We 
see by the physiological experiments on animals of Qeiger, 
Albers, Hoppe, Aschoff, Bley, and Schroff, that colehicina 
uniformly acts as an irritant to the mucous membrane of 
the intestinal canal, producing frequent and copious alvine 
discharges ; that given in the quantity of one grain or 
over to the smaller animals, it universally caused death, 
with pathological evidences of gastro-enteritis. We see, 
also, by the experiments of these gentlemen, that it enters 
the circulation and produces upon the blood the changes 
that a mere acrid poison does not necessarily produce. As- 
choff and Bley have demonstrated its esiiitence in the 
secretions. All of ihe experiments performed, those of my 
own included, demonstrate that, although it induces vomit- 
ing, the vomiting only takes place after a considerable 
time, that it is lirst absorbed, and that the vomiting is but 
theconsequence of the gaatro-intcstinal irritation. Although 
it has been common to coll coli^hicum an acrid narcotic, we 
see that it possesses no narcotic properties, that it has no 
^cial action upon the brain or spmal marrow, and that 
B very kr^ increase of tlie dose but little increases the 
intensity of the symptontn, end does not hasten death. 
We see by the physiological experiments performed by 
myself, and also by the therapeutic action in the cases I 
have reported, that in addition to the effects above men- 
tioned, we have an increase at first in the amount of 
urine discharged; but in poisonous doses the urine is soon 
entirely suppressed, owing to inflammation of the kidneys. 
This is not mentioned as one of Ihe actions of this medi- 
dneby the gentlemen whom I have just quoted; but in the 
expenments I performed it will be remembered that no 
animal to which I administered it passed any urine aAer 
the fourth hour, and that after death none was found in the 
bladder. Upon examination of all the animals that I 
experimented upon, pathological changes, which alone were 
sufficient to cause death, were found In the kidneys ; in two 
of them the whole ot^an was inflamed, and the congestion 
extended to the infundibula and pelvis. lu the dog to 
which I administered tannin in connexion with the colehi- 
cina, the kidney was less inflamed than in the other ani- 
mals, but a smaller quantity of urine was passed by this 
animal, and the de»re to urinate was less urgent. After 
death the malpighian bodies and interlobular plexuses were 
found highly congested. This was sufficient to prevent the 
elimination of any urine, and it appeared to me that the 
aslringency of the tannin had had ilie effect to retard the 
paaaage of as much as usual of Ihe poison through the 



kidneys. It will be seen in the cases in which I record 
the therapeutic action of the remedy, tiiat the quantity of 
urine was largely increased, and that the effect was pro- 
duced even before its action on the bowels ; that in addi- 
tion to the increase in quantity, diera was also a very 
great increase in specific gravity, and that the amount of 
ur&tes and mucus was very large. Quensberg, who alone 
in addition to myself has tried the ther^>eutic effects of 
this remedy, has only noticed that it acted as an intense 
excitant of the intestinal secretion; but bis were chronic 
cases, which he probably saw but once a day ; but he found 
that it produced absorption of the swelled joints. Schroff, 
who administered it by way of experiment to a person in 
health, states that " the urme was hke whey, with abun- 
dant white sediment." It will be noted, then, tliat we 
have given several instances wherein, administered in me- 
dicinu doses, colehicina increases both the quantity, ^ecific 
gravity, and uric deposit of the urine. Let us turn again 
to the charectec of the fieces discharged; all slate it to ba 
large in quantity, mucoid, and fioUiy, and when it has 
been particularly examined, I have slated that it has a 
strong urinous smell. This effect is as marked with the 
administration of tincture of colchicum as with colehicina; 
and once, some years ago, I examined the fasces of a 
gouty person while under uie influence of colchicum, tad 
found them to contain a large amijunt of uric acid. It 
will be remembered that CheHtis, 3f Heidelberg, many 
years ago, endeavored upon theoretical reasonings to 
explMn that colchicum cured gout by eliminating uric acid 
from the blood, because he noticed (hat under the action of 
colchicum the amount of uric acid in the urine was much 
increased. This is disputed by those celebrated men Dr, 
Pereira and Dr. Graves, who not only deny that coldiicum 
augments Uie excretion of uric acid, but state that it rather 
diminishes it when the remedy is given to its full effect. 
This, in my opinion, is one of the best evidences in proof 
of the theory of Chelius, for the gentlemen just named 
carry their observations only ho far ea to state tliat under 
the full effects of colchicum the amount of uric acid in the 
urine is decreased; here their observations cease; they 
make no examination of, or investigation into, tlie charac- 
ter, amount, and composition of tlie alvine discharges, nor 
have they examined iJie blood before and after the adminis- 
tration of colchicum. As I have just stated, I have in one 
instance proved that tincture of colchicum administered to 
a gouty person to its full purgative effect, produced the 
elimination of a large quantity of uric acid in the feces; 
that the urine before the purging contained more uric acid 
than it did ailer. In other instances where it was adminis- 
tered in small dosps, not sufficient to produce purging, tha 
uric acid in tlie urine was greatly and persistently increased. 
In the cases which I have reported of the therapeutic 
action of colehicina, we find the quantity of urine increased, 
as well as the specific gravity, and that the urates were in 
great abundance. This occurred from the time of the 
administration of the dose until free purging was produced; 
then the specific gravity was less, and the quantity dis- 
charged less, but bolh were more than t>efore ihe adminis- 
tration of Che colehicina. Quensberg found colehicina 
reduced the gouty swellings, and for many years colchicum 
has been used to reduce the deposit of urate of soda 
occurring about the joints. It would seem, then, to me, 
viewing tlie various effects we find produced by colehicina, 
that its modus operandi consists in its removal from the 
system of a iai^ amount of urates. Chelius stated this to 
be its effects by noticing the augmentation of uric acid in 
the urine only ; I think I have demonstrated his observa- 
tions to be correct, not only in the amount of urates, but 
in tie increase of the specific gravity also, and also by its 
presence in the alvine discharges. But the excellent work 
of Dr. Oarrod fully explains these facts. In poisonous 
doses it first stimulates the kidneys, then the intestines ; and 
destroys life at last, not only from the inflammation it pro- 
duces in these or^^s, but by its preventing any secretion 
of urine, and by its acrid, poisonous properties upon the 
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blood. Could the kidneys continue their functions, it 
would all be eliminated, and the Bysiem woiJd recover 
from the poison ; but, like most acrid poiaous, it inflames 
aad paralyses tbe kidneys, and is thence retained in the 
system, changia^ the character of the blood. I need 
tardly discuss tne question of its absorpiion. I have 
BO frequently during the session iriren you demonstrabie 
proofs, by phy^ologicat experiment!), that this class of 
remedies is absorbed into the circulation before they pro- 
duce their peculiar effects upon the system, that repetition 
here I deem unncccpsary. Being absorbed into the sys- 
tem, its ocljon is catalytic, producing some peculiar change 
in the character of the circulating fluid, stimulating certain 
of tbe excretory glands, and passing out of the aystem 
afler it has produced its peculiar effects. Its primary effects 
are upon the blood, for we find, when given in too small 
doses to act upon the bowels, that it always stimulates tiie 
kidneys, and increases tbe amount of excreted metamor- 
phosed tinsue. That its action on the blood is of that 
peculiar character to cause a rapid eliminalJon of this 
product, is proved by the increase of the urates in the 
urine, and by their presence in lat^ quantities in the fseces. 
Its action on the bowels, then, though always hitherto 
spoken of as its primary action, I deem but secondary to 
that upon the kidneys; and when the kidneys are unable 
to eliminate either it, or the changed materials that it pro- 
duces, tbe blood becomes so altered as to be unable to 
become arteriatized, and is found in tbe heart and arteries 
after death black and pilch-like. 

tAe». — From the physiological effects of colchicina we 
may ask, What are its uses? We have seen from several 
cases that it has given speedy relief in gout, and from the 
known effect of colchicum for many ages in that disease 
we have empirical as well as rational proof of its value. 
Colchicina hEiB never been used in inflamrnatory rheuma- 
tism, but the testimony of thoughtful men is tlial colchicum 
is of no service whatever in that disease. 'From its phyao- 
logicnl action we have every right to draw deductions that 
it will be found of great service in those diseases where 

'i acid and the urates are tn abnormal quantities, and 
uire to be removed from the system. 

When speaking of the action of colchicum I told you 
that objections were raised by some against the use of it in 
gout, because it seemed to lose its effects in subsequent 
attacks. Is not this rather the nature of the disease than 
the want of proper action of the remedy ? A first paroxysm 
of gout is frequently easily controlled in a short time, and 
b^ a mild remedy, but each successive paroxysm fixes the 
diathesis more firmly on the system, until alter a time no 
remedy will cure or cut short the duration of an attack, it 
only palliates the pain. A certain length of time is required, 
and a certain amount of abstinence necessary to eoabie the 
medicine even to relieve the symptoms; the gout then dis- 
^pears for a time, and returns again at its regular period. 
Even in these instances colchicum greatly relieves the seve* 
rity of the pain, and is necessary before a cure is effected. 
Another error is frequently committed ; — Colchicum, and it 
alone, without regimen or diet, is depended on, and as it 
gives relief nothing is administered afierwai-ds to correct 
the still existing depraved condition ; whereas, had proper 
after treatment been resorted to, t^e patient would not be 
left in a condition to find &ulC with the injurious action of 
any medicine. One thing is certain, a majority of tbe cases 
of gout we meet with are quickly cured by the action of 
colchicum, and in many other cases it affords great relief 
from the pain, and is frequently the only meilicine capable 
of giving relief It is as near a specific in gout as any other 
medicine in otiier disorders; but it will be recolleclcd that 
there are no specifics. Guestenberg demonstrated that col- 
chicina afforded great relief to old and chronic cases. 

Antidota.—lt has gcnerall;^ been supposed that tannic 
acid was an antidote to the poisonous effects of colchicum. 
Acting upon this view Aschoff administered 15 gniins of 
tannin to a dog to which he had previously given one grwn 
antidotal effects. It will be remem- 
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of colchicina; it hod no antidotal el 



bered that I admini.itered 20 ^ns of tannin in com- 
bination with 2 grains of colchicina, and afterwards gave 
30 grains more of tannin, and that it had no effect in 
preventing the action of the poison, or prolonging the life 
of the animal. From the rapid manner in which colchicina 
was absorbed by animal charcoal Carter recommends it as 
an antidote, and if it could be administered immediately I 
have no doubt that it would be perfectly protective until 
means could be adopted to remove the whole from the 
stomach ; but unless administered immediately it would 
be of no effect — because the absorption of the poison is rapid, 
and it would in no way counteract its action when once 
absorbed. Magnesia also has been recommended ; but 
Magnesia is very frequently given in large doses with tinc- 
ture of colchicum, and yet tlie colchicum produces ita pecu- 
liar effects All that can be done is to co\mteract the ^ects 
of the poison, and this I conceive will be most successfully 
accomplished by lull doses of opium, and stimulants, with 
free diluents. 

Dota. — Of 'tJie article made by Oberiin, and by myself, 
about ^gth grain should be the maximum dose. I found 
,',th to ^th to be safe if not too frequently repeated. In 
these doses it produced promptly its charactenstlc effects, 
and bad the advantage over any of the crude preparations 
that it was definite, and did not deteriorate on keepiD^. It 
is always difficult to get a good preparation of colchicum, 
and hard to keep it good. This, when once prepared,, does 
not change, and is definite in its action. 
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In presenting to tbe readersof the AHERioAHMEOicALTnin 
the question which heads this article, the writer ia fbily 
aware the subject is by no means a novel one. He cannot 
hope to offer any suggestions to those members of the pro- 
fession whose labors in behalf of this unfortunate class 
demand an honorable recognition in llie history of the 
State provisions for the insane. Yet, if it can be made to 
appear that this work, auspiciously commenced, ia not 
finished, but may be mode more comprehensive, may not 
tbe clums of the insane still further engnge earnest atten- 
tion and sympatjiy ? 

In the consideration of this subject three inquiries natu- 
rally suggest themselves ; — 

L what, briefly, are the history and policy of the State 
in providing for the care and treatment of its insane? 

II. What are the present number and condition of the 
insane in the State, and provision for their treatment and 
cure? 

III. What plans and suggestions for the improvement 
of the condition of the insane does cTperience at home or 
abroad suggest ? 

In the early history of any State liie care of dangerous 
and violent lunatics devolves, from necessity, upon the 
" ! authorities. The law directs the nublio " " " " 

„ . rty, or i _ 
fining them to tbe li 

In Uiis simple act we observe tbe recognition of a duty 
which the community owes to the individual, uid one 
which it is compelled to perform. Duty, in public lile as in 
privaiA affairs, often suggests a policy, especially where it 
IS founded upon moral obligation towards the individual 
concerned. Thus, the public conscience, which has been 
content to perform a duty without a policy, comes to agitate 
the propositJon of combining duty, or obliji^tion, with 
poUi^. Growing out of this comes the legitimate result, 
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the adoption of a practjcftble plan and policy of relief. In 

short, nil dviliied coimnunilies, from a reeogniiion of moral 
obligations to the individual, motivea of economy, and sense 
of Becarity, have projected plans for amehorating the con- 
dition of their insane. 

The dispodlion of the insane in the State of New York 
has not been unlike (he usual one. Confined in alms- 
houses and jails, from neceasify and duty, the lepalature, in 
the year 1806, enacted a law making an appropriation to 
the New York Hospital for a period of fifty years to aid 
the erection of larper accommodationB for their care. The 
Governors of the Hospital were to be the almoners of this 
yearly bounty, and we cannot infer the State preEumed to 
do more than foster a benevolent enterprise. It could not, 
as yet, be said to have instituted a policy. In March, 1836, 
the act authorizing the erection of a State Lunatic Asylum, 
St Utica, was passed, and it received patients in January, 
1843. It would not be within the scope of any paper, or 
within the patience of the readers of the Tines, to give, in 
detail, the history of the labor which culminated in the 
erection of this noble charity, and in the adoption of a line 
of policy by the State looking to the kindly care andresto- 
raUoD of all insane persons within its limits. SufBce it 
now to remark that tiie annals of the profesi^ion present no 
brighter page than that which records its earnest efforts for 
this result. 

The organic law of the State Lunatic A.sylum was con- 
ceived .in a liberal spirit, and, if interpreted according to 
the philanthropic views of its projectors, public opinion 
would have tolerated no other arrangements for caring for 
the insane then well regulated asylums built espre!«ly 
for the purpose. We need no other assurance of tliia than 
the avidity with which the room of the asylum whs appro- 
priated. In the third annual report Dr. Brigham stated, 
■' The asylum has been constantly full the past year, and we 
have been reluctantly compelled to refuse admissiona to a 
considerable number," Applications continued to be refused 
during following years. 

Dr. Benedict, m the tenth report, says: — "Sintywere 
necesBttrily refused, and thirty-seven patients were remov- 
ed to other institutions to make room for those having 
preference by law. If we can calculate the coming, by 
the past year (1652), there will have been refused samiH- 
Mons into this institution a number of patients large 
enough to fill another hospital before it can be built, ^ould 
its erection be commenced immediately.'" 

Dr. Gray, in the thirteenth report, states that one hundred 
and siity-seven applicants were refused admission. 

The testimony of the several superintendents has been 
unanimous, and uniformly to the fact, that the " Institution 
has been wholtv inadequate to the wants of the State." 

This subject has not occupied the tliought of tiose only 
who, brought into such intimate official relation with the 
insane, were prepared to speak intelligently. Governor 
Seymour and Governor Clark severally presented it to the 
Leijislature with a recommendation to its favorable consi- 
deration. The Superintendents of the Poor, the legal 
custodians of the msane poor, have memorialized, and 
Boards of County Supervisors have passed resolutons 
recommending the Legislature to provide additional hoa- 

Eital accommodations. The Legislature has, repeatedly, 
ad this matter under consideration. A question involv- 
ing the happineas of so large a body of the inhabitants 
of the State, could not aioid its notice, pressed upon 
it irom so many official quarters. Official documents have 
emanated from the Legislature ; and, more recently, a 
committee, composed of senators, engaged for five months, 
wiUi some intermissions, in investigations into the condi- 
tion of the insane, presented a report: all recommending 
proper measures of relief Bills, framed from time to time 
to meet the desired end, have received the favorable action 
of one, and sometimes of both branches of the Legislature, 
yet have failed, finally, to become laws ; and no furtlier 
provision for the treatment of lunatics has been made. 
Wo have already intimated, if the onginal law of the 



Asylum had been executed in a futhfol spirit, by public 
officers, public opinion would have been educated to the 
necessity of providing for all insane persons in proper asy- 
lums. It becomes necessary, however, to ootJce an import- 
ant modification of the law relating to the support of in- 
digent persons in the Slste asylum. During the early- 
history of the Asylum the yearly admissions were laig;e, 
reaching 428 in 1847, and 424 in 1853. The obvious 
result, as was to be expected, waa the accumulation of a 
large number of incurables. It was natural to hear this 
would rebult in impairing the usefulness of the Asylum. 
The lave disposing of insane persons in indigent circum- 
stances, not paupers, provides for their support in the Stat« 
Asylum for two years. Under the law before amendment 
it became a practice with many counties to permit their 
incurable insane to continue in the Asylum after the 
expiration of this period, still paying for their support. In 
1860 an amendment was procured to this law authorizing 
the managers in their discretion to cause such a patient to 
be sent to the county from which be came, whether the 
county authorities dewred the removal or not. Thus, by 
virtue of pubhc laws, we seemed to authoriie a return to 
the old system which berins and ends with the least pos- 
sible care of the individual. 

The result, if not obvious before this amendment went 
in force, has become so since. It became evident that the 
counties must continue to provide for their insane in their 
own way. Yearly, numbers have been thrown back upon 
the counties to provide for. Many of the counties have 
enlarged, but not improved, their accommodations. Many 
counties have erected receptacles which they call a-'iylums, 
and, instead of sending their recent cases of insanity to the 
State Asylum, as by the spirit and letter of the law they 
are clearly bound to do, retun them at home. In other 
counties movements are on foot looking to the care and 
treatment of all the insane within their own county- 
houses. It seems, now, unless this is prohibited or regulated 
by positjve enactment, that the onpnal policy of caring 
for the insane will be radically reversed. A conatruction 
of the laws is permitted which implies that all there is to 
be done for the insane is to provide them food, clothing, 
and shelter; and that this can be accomplished quite as 
well, in a county poorhouse as in an asylum. 

In reviewing the lunacy history of tlic Slate our convic- 
tion is that no act has been so fraught with disastrous 
results to tie interests of the insane, or more effectually 
arrested all effects to ameliorate their condition. 

Briefly, then, we may say of the insane of the State that 
prior to the year 1808 no oi^anized asylum for the insane 
existed in the Slate, though a few lunatics were provided 
for in the New York Hospital The asylum building waa 
completed in 1821. In 1843 the State Lunatic Asylum 
was opened for patients. The committee which recom- 
mended the passage of the law authorizing the erection of 
the Asylum clearly enunciated what was deMgned to be the 
policy of the State in these words. " To correct the evils 
of the existing system as to pauper lunatica ; to discharge 
that highest of moral and religious duties which devolve 
upon us as a government and as citizens to relieve the wants 
of the poor and dieted ; to obey the authoritative mandate 
of the Ruler of the world ; to imitate the example of other 
nations who we will not confess surpass ua either in 
public spirit or benevolence, we should erect hospitals ade- 
quate in number and extent to accommodate all our insane 
— hospitals provided with all the necessary means and 
facilities for their safe-keeping, personal comfort, and cure," 

CoLLiHioda. — Of 2136 persons killed and injured on rail- 
ways during four years G857-fl0), 289 cases were attri- 
butable to trespass or suicide, and 111 to accidents at level- 
crossings. Theae must be set aside as due to personal care- 
lessness or folly. This would leave only 193 instances of 
death or injury not attributable to collisions, against 1643 
due to this latter cause, or seven-eighths of the whole 
number. — Lom^. 
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0» the 29Ui of Dec, ISCl, I wae called to aee a lady, aged 
siKtj years, a farmer's wife, mother of six children, who 
had been about eight weeks under treatment by an " eclec- 
tic doctor" for a variety of complainls. I took charge of 
the case on the Slat of Dec, uid lound the foUowing symp- 
toms present: — Loathing of food ; vomiting and diarrWa; 
emaciatioQ and sallowness of the ekin, suggestive to 
the mind of jaundice, but on closer examinntion seem- 
ing like the complexion which usually obtains in some 
cases of internal cancer, or other organic diseases which 
impair nutrilion and assimilation. The pulse ranged from 
100 to 110, and was small; the tongue was not much 
coated, but creased or furrowed deeply. The chief complaint 
was of severe pain occurring in paroiysms, worst in the 
epigaaljic region in a chuumscribed spot, but extending 
thence through the body into the bacK and between the 
shoulders. The stomach was very tender to pressure, and 
a sense of internal heat was at all times present The vomit- 
ing mostly occurred wilhin an hour ftr two after eating, 
and the contents of the stomach were mixed with a glury, 
tenacious mucus, sometimes tasteless, and sometimes 
slightly mixed with bile. At times it was said by her 
attendants that she had vomited a dark-colored matter 
resembhng strong coffee, and had subsequently passed 
fieces resembling coffee grounds. I prescribed iced gum- 
water, pills of niL silver, morphine, and bread crumb, alter- 
nated with bismuth and tannin, and counter-irritation of 
minute blisters dressed with morpliine and starch; also lime 
water and milk diet. She continued for about ten days 
without much change ; slept a Uttle better at night, and 
retained some more nourisnment, and the bowels by the 
help of starch and laudanum injections were somewhat 
checked. 

On the night of Jan. 14th she vomited more severely 
than commoD, throwing up first a sanious fluid, and aflter- 
wards several large uoagula. I ordered iced cloths to epi- 
gastrium, cold dnnks, and gave gallic acid and opium in 
pIlL The hsniorrbage sub^ded, and did not Eigain recur, 
but much darkened and partially digested blood was eva- 
cuated by stool during the next three days. A tendency 
to diarrhcea continued until her death, which occurred 
during the night of Jan. 22d. On the 19Lb she had a sink- 
ing spell, and never tully rallied. She, however, retained 
fuS consciousness, and had less pain during the last two 
days of life. She had vomited so much mucus during for- 
mer atlACks, and her pain bad been so severe, that her 
medical adviser had called her disease " gastrodynia, caused 
by or attended with catarrh of the stomach." His treat- 
ment consisting of blisters and mercurial pui^tives, followed 
by cool bland diet, with morphine and bismuth, had served 
to bring in check two former attacks which she had suf- 
fered (torn during the past three or four years. 

After seeing the case two or three times, the conviction 
that former ulceratiun of the stomach, and existing " ulcer- 
ation of the duodenum, which must soon terminate fatally," 
became so fixed in my mind, that I asked consent to 
make a post-mortem examination. On the 23d, twelve 
hours after death, assisted by Drs. Alfred Hall and Dr. D. W. 
Burdick, I laid open Che abdomen, and found the intestines 
nearly empty, looljjng well externally. We proceeded care- 
fiilly to examine the ovaries and womb ; they were free 
from any traces of diseased action. The right lobe of the 
liver was adherent by its convex, superior, and anterior sur- 
face to the diaphragm, but was separated by the fingers 
without great force, and its appearance and structure seemed 



healthy. The gall bladder was two-tMrda full of healthy 
looking bile. Spleen normal A ligature was placed about 
the lower end of the (esophagus, and another around the 
Jejunum near its junction with the duodenum, and the 
stomach, pancreafi, and duodenum were then carefully 
token out for a more thorough inspection. The sto- 
mach seemed small, and was finnly attached posteriorly 
to the pancreas. The serous covering of the stomach, 
in front and above, looked healthy. On laying open 
the viscus by an incision through its anterior aspect, mid- 
way between the smaller and larger curvatures, we found 
its mucous lining of a pale pink color, covered with mucus, 
and looking healthy, excepting a large oval depression 
occupying tliat portion of the organ which rests upon, and 
in Uiis case was firmly adherent to, tbe pancreas. This 
cicatrix was one inch and a quarter in its longest, by one 
inch in its transverse diameter ; its edges were thickened, so 
that its depth varied from three to five lines; its bottom 
and edges were whiter than the surrounding mucous mem- 
brane. In consequence of the presence of this cicatrix the 
organ was much diminished in size. I with my fingers 
and the handle of a scalpel separated the stomach from tfao 
pancreas, and found all the coats terminating at the edges 
of the cavity, and the opening in the stomach became much 
lar^r. The puckering of the mucous linin); so marked 
before the separation now disappeared, leaving a hole of 
two inches and a half in diameter, bound round its edgea 
with a firm band of lymph. The pancreas rettuned on its 
anterior surface the flooring of the ulcer bordered by an oval 
circle of indurated lymph of the same character. 

The duodenum had lost by ulceration, commencing half 
an inch below the pylorus, some two and a half or three 
inches of its upper third, only a narrow strip of its attach- 
ment lo the mesentery or its back part remaining. A flap 
of its peritoneal coat, which covered a part of the ulceration 
in front, had given way for near an inch in extent, and the 
edges of this opening were thin, ragged, and sanioua Some 
minute blood-vessels at its attached edge (to the strip not 
destroyed) were closed with coagula, whence, doubtlessj 
came the haemorrhage which occurred a week before death. 
There was in the duodenum below the perforation some 
of the ingests mixed with mucus and bile. This lact, taken 
together with the complete eroptiaeaa of the stomach, and 
the disrrhaea which had existed up to a few hours before 
death, and the other fact that no traces of food or drink 
were found loose in the body, none having esoaped from 
the perforation, indicates either that the duodenum had lost 
its normal peristaltic action ; or, which is more probable, 
that the serous coat of the ulcerated part did not give way 
long before death, and that action in the bowel had then 
ceased, and as the stomach had emptied itself by vomiting 
nothing was passed dirough the pylorus into the opening 
alter it occurred, nor did any regurgitation of the contents 
of the duodenum occur after complete perforation took 
place through the peritoneal coat. The ductus commonia 
choledochus had not been disturbed in its functions, its 
insertion into the duodenum being some distance below the 
ulceration. There was no softening or abnormal tenderness 
of the mucous lining of the pylorus, or of the duodenum, 
below tbe ulcer; the valvular folds of the lower part of tbe 
duodenum, and the upper part of the small intestine, seemed 
healthy. No signs of disease were found in the colon. The 
diarrhcea of the last four weeks of life was perhaps a result 
of thp disorganizing process going on in tiie duodenum. 
The lungs and heart were inspected, and found healthy in 
appearance, as they had been in function before death. 

The point in this case of great practical value is the well 
establisned lact, that organic disease of the stomach, fright- 
fully extensive, and productive of great suffering and 
impairment of function for months and years, is capable of 
amehoration, and, in truth, of complete cure. Another 
point is. How shall we dia^osticate duodenal from gastric 
disease ? This waa done in this case, and the diagnosis 
recorded two weeks before it wis confinoed by the 
autopsy. 
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BENEFICIAL BESTOTS 
noa TBB m* or 
MECHANICAL APPLIANCES IN POTTS DIS- 
EASE OF THE SPINE. 

ILLnBTBATKB WITH CABE8. 

Br JACOB A. WOOD, M.D., 

{Oitniintitdfivm paei l£t-) 

Case 111.— The son of Dr. , of Madiwm Co., N.Y., at 

six f ears aud Sre montiia, of scrofulous diaihesis, first cuue 
under treatnieDt for Pott'ii disease of the spine, Dec. 13, 
1659. 

The following; is an abridged bistoi; of the case aa com- 
municated by the father. 

When about three years and a half old, while contptain- 
ice somewhat of his back from a previous injury tlie child 
feS from a low stool to the floor, injuring the spine so as to 
render him unable to walk for two days. Upon examina- 
tion there waa observed a slight posterior proJeclioD of the 
aixtb dorsal vertebra. Treatment was at once commenced 
with the bliatere and issues near the affected part, intemal 
use of iodide of iron and cod-liver oil, together with spe- 
cial attention to the diet. No meana have bten left untried, 
from the commencement of the disease, tliat would seem to 
afford the least prospect of relief; but all, spparently, to 
Lttle or no purpose. The disease steadily progressed, 
involving one vertebra after another, until two or three 
above and below the original point of the disease became 
more or less involved. 

The deformity continued to increase, and locomotion was 
performed only with ereat difBculty by resting one hand 
upon the thigh. In this manner he atternpted to move 
about, but could only walk a short distance without lying 
down or leaning upon some object for the purposes of rest 
and support He at this time was aubjecl to frequent and 
severe paroxysms of pain in the lower extremities with par- 
tial loss of mtucutar power. 

Upon examining this case I found the patient much 
emaciated, feeble, and presenting a bold and " " ---- — 
terior projectioo, as represented in Fig. 1. 





The treatment consisted in the use of mechanical means, 
the immtdiate effect of which was complete rehef from pain 
and suffering, a more erect position of the patient, and 
enabling him to walk without resting hia hand upon his 
thigh. During the first three months of the treatment there 
waa an improvement of the general health, strength, and 
figure of the patient, but with little reduction of the cur- 



vatrare. At ibe expiration of that time, however, the cur- 
vatare began to lessen more perceptibly, and has gradually 
decreased until its size is very much reduced, as seen in 
Fig. 2, which is a correct outline drawing of the case, taken 
nearly sis months since. For nearly two years Ihe patient 
has been healthy and robust, and is extremely active. 

As in this, BO in a large majority of cases of long stand- 
ing, wiib a great loss of bony substance, improvemeDt is 
much more rapid after the case has been ui 
several months. 
SI Ooona iRmron. HtnH W, ISd. 
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BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 

ANEURISU OF THE ARCH OP THE A0R1 
INTO THR FKRICARDICM. 

Case I, — (Reported by A. N. Brockwat, M.D., Senior 
Assistant)— John McLaughlin, tat 33, single, a native of 
Ireland, laborer, entered Aug. 25, 1860. For the first lime, 
in 185r^, he felt a darting pain in llic bock, near the situa- 
tion of the left kidney. This passed off and did not return 
until about a year after, when it continued to recur at in- 
tervals, until he entered the hospital; it was then constant, 
but now and then changing its position. About three 
months after the patient states that he felt a "squeezing" 
pain in the led side, which, from his account, seems to have 
extended beneath tie sternum, from a point just above the 
nipple down to a point a httle below the ensifonn cartilage, 
and extending on the left side about four inches. Has haa 
no dyspnoea. When the pain appeared he had vomiting. 
The medicines administered were anodyne in character. 
He remained until July last, when he waa discharged 
unrelieved. 

Ho was readmitted Sept. 20, with much the same symp- 
toms. The pain was constant, and much increased when he 
eat up. There waa a small fluctuating tumor over the sixth 
dorsal vertebra, which disappeared in a few days. This waa 
in the situation of a seton, which waa inserted in June. 
Examination of the chest showed nothing positive, except 
a loud obstructive murmur at the aortic valves. Can obtain 
no history of rheumatism. The bowels were regular, and 
the ^ipetite was good. 

About 11 A.M., on the 1st of November, being uj) to that 
time in the same condition since admission, the patient was 
seized with collapse. The pulse was not appreciable at the 
wrist, but waa soon felt feebly on the administration of b 
little stimulant He waa palhd, and bis extremities were 
cold, Tomiting took place, which was somewhat relieved 
fay bits of ice and hydrocyanic acid. He was teasing hia 
head about, and groaning, as if in great agony. When 
spoken to loudly he would respond, but would quickly 
become delirious. On rallying a httle he complained of 
much pain in tie head and cheat On the day following 
(Nov. 2) the vomiting was only occasional ; pulse 92, fiifl 
but weak. Pain in chest, however, continued, caiiliao 
murmur being very distinct His condition improved until 
Nov. 5th, when he was able to sit in bis chair ; pulse 90, 
reguUr but weak. He took his meals with uie other 
patients, and was about the v^d as usuoL About 6 o'clock, 
as he was eating hia supper, he suddenly fell back in his 
chair witli every appearance of being tn articuh mortis. 
He became covered with a cold sweat, and the pulse was 
scarcely appreciable at the wrist He continued to sink, 
and died in about twenty minutes afler the commencement 
of the attack. 

Autoptj/, 19 hours after death. — Rigor mortis well 
marked. Body well nourished. On opening the thoracic 
cavity, very flrm pleuritic adhesions were found on the 
side and poateriorsurfoceof the right lung Lungs healthy. 
The pericardium was distended and of a dark ciiior. On 
openmg the sac it waa found to be nearly Med witi coagu- 
Lg,zocD,CjOOt^IC 
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lated biDod. The contuDed dot ireigbed twelve ounces. 
A rapture of ta aneurism of the BOrtA was Mcert^ned to 
have taken place. The rupture was about the size of « 
crow-quill, and occurred on the right and posterior aspect 
of the aorta. A small bonj plate was situated just at the 
point of the rupture, and patches of aUieromatous deposit 
were scattered over the surface of the Tessel. The aneu- 
riamal dilatation was about two iDcbes In breadth, bj an 
inch and a half in depth, and conuneooed immediately above 
the origin of the ascending portion of the arch of the aorta. 
The heart was somewhat hypertrophied and the aortJo 
valves thickened with alheroma ; the other valves were 
normal. Liver healthy. Kidneys much congested, but to 
the e^e gave no evidence of Bright's disease. Brain not 



Case II.— (Reported by H. S. Pumpton, M.D., Acting 
House Physician.) — Catherine M., bsL 33, entered the hospi- 
tal July 23d. Her general appearance was good. Shecom- 
Elained of much djBpccea, especially after exertion. The 
eart was very irritable. Physical examination revealed: 
siEe of heart, normal; pulse very irregular, and & munnur 
heard with the firat sound, atone time most distinctly at the 
apex, but afterwards at the base. She kept her bed most 
of the time. Oa July 2Tlh, as she was leaving the water- 
closet, she shrieked and fell upon her face, and after strug- 
gling about ten minutes, died. The hands immediately un- 
clenched and the face lost its look of horror. 

AtUopsg. — Oa opening! the ttorax the pericardium was 
seen filling its middle third. The sac and its contents being 
removed weighed fourteen ounces. On opening into it a 
clot of blood was discovered weighing seven ounces, which 
had an even consistence throughout The heart was small. 
The aortic vajves normal, but Uiere was slight thickening of 
the mitraL Kear the left coronary artery was a small 
opening from the pericardium into the substance of the left 
Bide of the heart, which would admit a crow's quill. 
This was found to communicate neither with ventricle nor 
auricle, but with a small sac lying in such a pomtion that, 
when nlled with blood, it would obstruct the aortic open- 
ing. Tins sac would hold a large hickory nut, and opened 
into the aorta. Other organs healthy. 

Case III.— W, S., (Et. 25, single, native of New York. 
On the 15th November, about midnight, the deceased was 
Mtting in company with others at table. Having Gnished 
a cup of coffee he withdrew, smoking a cigar; suddenly 
he was seen, without any premooilion, to fall forward 
upon his &ce. He received immediate attention, being 
supposed to have fallen in a (it. There was no convul- 
sion, change of color in the face, or expresNon of con- 
sdousnesa. The fingers were tjgfatlyclenchedfora moment, 
he drew a few difficult breaths, and gave no further sign of life. 
The deceased having been an orderly of Bellevue Hospi- 
tal for more than a year, during which time he had been, 
so far as was known, regular in habit, and had made no 
special compbint o(^ ill-health, his death was entirely 
unexpected. He was understood to have been, at a pre- 
vious period, irregular in his liabita, and to have suffered 
from exposure to syphilis. He was only moderately 
nourished, and his countenance had an unhealthy cast. On 
inspection of the body alter death the cicatrices of primary 
syphilis were observed. 

Autopiy. — Head not examined. Lungs healthy. Peri- 
cwdium distended, and contained nineteen ounces of blood. 
The aorta and its valves were the seat of atheroma. There 
were aneuriamal pouches corresponding to each sinus 
YiJsuUfe. Two oi these were of sufficient size to admit 
the end of the index finger. The third was larger, and 
was the seat of the rupture. This aneurism took its origin 
from the posterior ^dus, and was bounded on the right by 
the descending vena cava, anteriorly by the pulmonary 
artery. Both these vessels were pressed upon by the 
aneurism. On the left side it was in relation with the left 
auricle, and the fissure in the walls of the aneurism was 
near the appendix auricube of the latter. The liver fatty. 
Kidneys healthy. 



Reports of Soritlits, 

NEW YORK PATHOIO&ICAL SOCIETY. 

Stated Hbtoi], Tebntur M, ISM. 

DK. T. C, FINHELI, PREBIBENT, IN THE CHAIR. 

DILATATION AND FATTY DIOENIKATION Or THE HEABT, DIBXABB 

or UITBAL AKD AOSTIO VALVES, EXI3TEHCE OF THE HITBAL 

Dr. AcsTiH Flint presented a heart, and gave the follow- 
ing history : — The specimen was taken from a female 
patient, aged 30 years, who died in Bellevue Hospital 
She bad rheumatism five years ago, and for the year or ao 
before her death suffered from dyspncea on exercise, and 
when she entered the hospital three weeks ago she 
experienced a greater frequency and severity in the parox- 
ysms. These would occur at irregular periods during 
the day andnight, and on several occasions she seemed 
to be on the ^int of death. 

On esamining the heart there were evidences of enlarge- 
ment in the situation of the apex beat, and in the super- 
ficial cardiac region. She presented a loud mitral direct 
murmur. The existence oi this murmur is ignored by 
some, and by moat regarded as extremely rare, but I must 
confess lliat I have not found it so unfrequent as one 
would be led to suppose firom such statements. There are 
now in Bellevue Hospital four cases that present it very 
welt marked. The patient presented also a murmur wiui 
the second souqd at the base (aortic regurgitAtJon). These 
murmurs were verified by Dr. O'Sullivan, and a number 
of other medical gentlemen who saw the case. At times 
she presented also a systolic murmur. The aortic murmur 
was also BOmetimes absent, but the mitral direct was inva- 
riably present. She died in a parosysm of dyspneea. 

Post-mortem txaminatioTt. — The heart is extremely soft 
and flabby, and presents the microscopica] and gross 
appearances of &tty degeneration ; its weight is twelve 
ounces. The left ventricle is somewhat dilated, the thick- 
ness of its walls at the thickest part being little under the 
average, three-eighths of an inch ; the right ventricle is still 
more dilated, the thickness of its walls at the thickest part 
being'only three-sixteenths of an inch ; both auricles were 
aldoailated. The mitral orifice presents us with consider- 
able contraction; the two curtains are united by their sides, 
forming the "button-bole slit;" the contraction is such as 
to admit only the end of my little finger. The aortic 
valves appear to me to be a littie atrophied, though I 
regret that the water test was not employed, nor measure- 
ments taken to prove the point. The question has arisen 
in my mind whether they might not be sound. I suppose 
that the slightest insufficiency might produce an aortic 
regurgitative murmur, but it has occurred to ma that it 
also might be caused by the passage of blood through the 
contracted mitral orifice, immediately after the ventricular 
systole, while the auricle was being filled. J would men- 
tion that there was a jugular pulsation synchronous with 
the contraction of the auricle. The right cavities were 
largely distended with liquid blood and soft dark coagula. 



ARACHNOID EimSION DEPEKDINO UFOH PI 

Dr. Lewis Smth presented the lungs taken from a female 
child who died at the age of nine months, being at the 
time under the care of Dr. Lambert. Nothing unusual was 
noticed in her condition until she was about five months 
old, when she began to waste away. The emaciation con- 
tinued, though she was wet-nursed and treated with great 
care. About ax or eight weeks before her death she was 
seized with a dry hacking cough. On the 13th or I4th of 
the present month she was suddenly attacked with tonio 
spasms; opisthotonos was a proromeot feature. Theae 
spasms returned on the 20th, and terminated with her life. 
During the last week or two before her d«>tb her breath- 



Digiiizea oy 



CjOOc^Ic 



194 laMrloD Mudleol TtmH. 



PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 



Aiirue,ian. 



ing WM somewhat accelerated, and she was troubled con- 
siderablj with meteoriamua. On tlie daj rollowing her 
death a post-mortem eTamination was made: — About an 
ounce of clear colored aemra was found in the arachnoid, 
and a slight sanguineous effusion was also discovered on the 
right hemisphere of the cerebrum. The substance of the 
brain appeared healthj. The mucous membrane of the 
trachea was slightly vascular. The upper lobe and the 
posterior portion of the left lung wa» emphysematous. The 
posterior portion on the right side was hepatized. £z- 
amined under the microscope oil globules and the com- 
pound granular cells were found in abundance. The Uver 
was rather small, and almost destiiute of oil globules, in 
fact the hepatic cells contained hardly any. The kidneys 
were healthy; the mesenteric glands were enlarged, and of 
light color, but not tuberculous ; the heart was healthy, and 
the ductus arteriosus was closed as usual with a firm plug 
of flbrine. 

The points of interest were, 1st, The serous effusion in 
the cranial cavity ; 2d, The probable dependence of this 
effuaion upon the pneumonia; and 3d, The absence of 
tuberciJoua deposit. 
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PBEPABBD BT D&. P. F. C. DE8LAKDES. 
OH TACCIHATION or INFANTS. 

Tbi question raised in the Soeiili iftdtaih da Hdpitaux 
tU Pari*, by M. E. Bsrthes, with relation to the vaccina- 
tion of children during the first days following birth, haa 
brought out several communicationa which may assist in 
iU sdution. 

In a letter dated August 28th, 1861, Dr. Ragaine, of 
Uortagne (Ome), writes to the OatttU det HepUavx: 
" We have practised vaccination of children, young, deli- 
cate, thin, and whose skin was so flabby that it was diffi- 
cult to make it tense enough to introduce the point of a 
lancet, and yet we never have seen any of these children, 
whose number reaches at present to four hundred, &ill sick 
a few days after the operation. The oldest of these chil- 
dren was hardly one month old, the others were eight, 
fifteen, and twenty days old. The vaccine has constantly 
appeared to us mild and benign in these poor little beings. 
We have observed neither roseola, nor erysipelas, nor ente- 
ritis; the few diarrhoeas which have come under our notice 
may be attributed to other causes than vaccination." 

Dr. Bariltier, physician to the children's hospital of Bor- 
deaux, differs entirely Irom Dr. Eagaine, as his letter to the 
same editor will show. He says ; — " I am not partisan of 

Eremature vaccination, and the follovring are my reasons : 
a the nursing deportment, which receives the foundlings 
and indigent cnildreD, the regulations impose upon 



this condition we are obliged to vaccinate the children the 
very next day after their arrival These children, who have 
oft^n Buffered before their admission (either from want of 
care or insufBcient nursing), present the third or fourth day 
after their vaccination various symptoms: almost always 
some fever, and, like M.Blache, my much honored master, 
I have seen rioleat inflammations, deep ulcerations, etc., 
which have sometimes carried away our children in a few 
days. On the contrary, these accidents are much leas fre- 
quent in those whom the administration keeps in the 
bospital, or who, being sick, previous to their entrance, 
have been vaccinated at a later period. I do not think 
that in Bordeaux vaccination becomes sometimes indirectly 
a cause of death, by delaying the removal to the country of 
the children kejit in the hospital, a fact observed by M. 
HervieuK in PariE. The conmtions, it is true, may not be 



the same in the hospital for children. At Bordeaux tbe 
cbddren of the hospital have each an excellent nurse: it 
was not SO in Paris several years ago. I think then that, 
in hospitals, it is better not to vaccinate children before the 
second or tnird month. Another advantage to be derived 
from this practice is, that it will preserve the country nurses 
to whom we intrust the children, from syphilitic contagion; 
for often the manifestations of infantile syphilis ore slow 
(two months). This consideration haa always induced me 
to delay the vaccinalioD of suspected children to the third 
month, end I always have bad reason to he satisfied with 
this reserve, the more so tliat variola is very rare before the 
age of three or four months. An important fact in regard 
to vaccination is this : At the hospital of Bordeaux, from 
the month of May to the month of June, 1861, we have not 
vaccinated one child without seeing ihia operation followed 
by erysipelas, often extensive, around the vaccine pustules 
(eight times has this accident occurred, and two children 
have died). Three times the vaccine pimple served as 
starting point to very extensive gangrenous ulcerations, 
which have carried off our little patient. However, we 
took care each time to use new vaccine, and derived ftom 
a good source. In two cases one single puncture was made 
on each arm ; erysipelas nevertheless made its appearance. 
(An epidemic reigned then in our wards ; we should then 
abstain from vaccinating during an epidemic of erysipelas.) 
The following communication is from Dr. Litoird, oif 
Caen : '' About twenty years ago, my friend, Dr. Oarljng, 
bad only two daughters when Ma wife was dehvered of a 



the sixth day that child was attacked with a confluent 
variola^ to which he soon fell a victim. The grief of mr 
poor fnend, and the reproaches he addressed to himself, 
made a deep impression upon me, and from that lime I 
have performed this little operation during the debt or ten 
first days of life, and I never have observed the least acci- 
dent which might be attributed to this prectioe. I have 
done so with my own children ; my eldest son vras vacd- 
nated the third day after birth. Our learned master, Hua- 
soD, was also very partial to early vaccination. Some one 
asked bun one day in my presence, at what age he had 
vaccinated his son. Three hours after birth, replied he. 
This fact proves what confidence this great practitioner had 
in early vaccination. His opinion and that of M. Bouequet, 
which are alike, ought to have a great weight I will con- 
clude by relating cases which occurred in my own prac- 
tice:— C<ue 1. On the 3d of May lost Madame H. was 
delivered at half past eight o'clock in the momiog, of a 
strong healthy boy. At noon of the same day I had seve- 
ral children to vaccinate with very fine vaccine taken from 
the arm of a child Bfteen days old, strong and healthy. I 
seized this opportunity to vaccinate the little boy bom 
three hours and a half before. 1 made six punctures, which 
gave six magnificent pustules. Cam 2. — Ei^t days after, 
by a singular coincidence, Mme. V., sister of Mrae. B., gave 
birth at seven o'clock in the morning to a healthy little girl. 
Four hours after I vaccinated this child with vaccine t^eu 
from the arm of her little cousin. 1 made six punctures, 
which gave five beautiful pustules. These two children 
have not been, any more than the others, indisposed in the 
least, from this early vaccination. The only inconvenience 
I have observed of vaccination thus practised a few days or 
a few hours only after birth, is that sometimes, and more 
particularly in very small and very weak children, the 
pustules do not make their appearance, and vaccination is 
to be practised again a little later. In these veij puny 
children I never make more than one puncture in eadi 
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Illinois Statb Medical Society. — The Eleventh Regu- 
lar Annual Meeting of the Illinois State Medical Society 
will be held at Jacksonville, commencing on the Jirtt IStes- 
day in May, 1862. / - ■ 
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SATURDAY, APRIL 5, 1863. 

OTJR MEDICAL S0CIBTCE8. 
The bene£tB &riEing from medical societies no right-dunk' 
iug penou can too higblj appredate. Id aSbrding a m»i 
dium for commumcalion between a number of individuala 
who have interests in eommoo, they unqueationably serve 
to promulgate and render practical the great truths of our 
BclenM. Considered also in a social point of view (hey 
exercise an obvious influence over the conduct of the pro- 
fee^on at large. £iit notwithstanding the many opportu- 
nities for doing good possessed by such bodies, they fre- 
quently fall far short of the accomplishment of their true 
designs. The reason for this lack of usefulness is to be 
found principally in the scarcity of published proceedings 
which emanate from them. Our societies throughout the 
country are very numeroua and influenUa], but with few 
exceptions their transactions are buried in their individual 
archives. 

The New York Academy of Medicine, to its credit be it 
said, has taken a desirable stand in this matter, and gives 
to the medicd world, at stated intervals, its papers in the 
form of Transactions, and its discussions in a well conducted 
Bulletin. More could not be asked of any scientific body. 
The N. Y, Pathological Society also is commencing to follow 
the example, but only in respect to a Bulletin of its pro- 
ceedings from the commencement of the present year. This 
step is one that deserves encouragement, and will, undoubt- 
edly, meet with the approbation of every lover of patholo- 
gical science. But, at the same time, eveiy one must regret 
that nomeaaures have sa yet been taken to give to the public 
the many valuable pt^ra, and discussions upon them, which 
are to be found in the memoirs since 1844. This society 
has, since its establishment, worked f^thfully, regularly, 
and uDtirii^ly, and it is fair to suppose that its doings of 
past years are worthy of no mean place in the hterature of 
pathological anatomy. We hope the society will devise some 
means by which this vast amount of material may be ren- 
dered available. 

Of the other smaller societies in New York we hear from 
them occaaionaUy in the shape of B meagre and isolated 
report, and yet we have every reason to believe that the 
proceedings of almost every meeting are worthy of a place 
upon record. While the scarcity of numbers and pecuniary 
diaabiLties might, in these cases, prove an argument against 
the publication of a volume, it is certainly no index of the 
enterprise of the body in not furnishing at longer or shorter 
intervals one well digested report. The publication of its 
proceedings not only confers a benefit upon the society aa 
A whole, in giving it character, hut it eserts a salutary 
influence upon the individual members in stimulating thera 
to pnuaeworthy exertions, and insuring on tlieir part an 
exactness of descriptioii_and an increased profundity of 
research. Each member is aware that he is personally 
accountable for the views he entertains, and he is, conse- 
quently, more particular that no hasty assertion shall be 
made. 

Every society advances in usefulness, and subserves the 



general interest, just in proportion aa it confines itself to 
scientific matters. Too much time is generally occupied in 
the transaction of ordinary busuieBS, and there is often too 
strong a disposition to transform scientific into legislative 
bodies. No society in this country can claim to have a 
legislative character except, perhaps, the American Medical 
Association, and the Medici Society of the State of New 
York; the former, a true representative of the opinions of 
the whole class of American physicians, and the latter the 
only association endowed with special rights by the state 
legislature. To these, then, we should be satisfied to leave 
our legislation, and be content, in our other societies, with 
only such action as will insure the enforcement of the rules 
of order. Another thought suggests itself in tliis connexion, 
having also reference to the saving of time, and that is, tlie 
transaction of all mere business matters only after the sci- 
entific discussions are ended. The experience of one of the 
most learned societies has amply proved the practicability 
of such a system in rendering its meetings in the highest 
degree interesting and. profitable. Under such circum- 
stances no disposition is shown to enter into discussions of 
parliamentary usages, neither is there time left for personal 
quarrels; the executive business is transacted in a summary 
manner and no one is dissatisfied. Every society, of course, 
has its particular stumbling-blocks, members who have al- 
ways something to say on every subject, and who, firom their 
known character for superficiality, empty-headedness, and 
presumption, are never listened to, and only serve to waste 
valuable time. If such members would even have propriety 
enough to speak to the point they might by chance be 
tolerated, but when they seiie every opportunity to become 
verbose and tedious, supporting crude ideas by worse phi- 
losophy, every one learns to dread their lising. We fear no 
remedy exists for tiiis evil, which, we are sorry to say, is 
quite rife in our various societies, except, perhaps, a friendly 
bint to those who are not so lost in their own conceit as 
not to heed it. 

For the past year the various societies in our city have 
shown a commendable zeal in furthering the causeof sci- 
ence. Before the Academy of Medicine many learned 
papers hare been read and thoroughly discussed, and we 
deem it our duty here tu state that the members of this 
body are under no small obligation to their President for bis 
indefatigable zeal in tlius securing fur them such profitable 
meetings. The Pathological Society has so thoroughly esta- 
blished its character for sound practical investigation tliatit 
Stands in need of no special commendation. Its meetings 
have been largely attended, by both students and the pro- 
fession generally. The various sections of the Academy, 
particularly the surgical and obstetric, have shown an 
amount of enterprise tl)at reOects the hi^est degree of 
credit upon the energy and hospitahty of their respective 
chairmen. We are glad to soe that other sections arc 
beginning to follow their example, and we hope that ere 
long they will all be in a conditiou to reflect credit on the 
renowned parent society. The other medical societies have 
transacted their usual amount of business, and we may be 
excused from a separate allusion to each by making the 
general statement that there has been a greater number of 
valuable papers read before them during the past year than 
during any Mmilar time in their own recollection. They 
are all in good working trim, and with the exception of the 
few drawbacks to usefubciis referred to, we see in ihcm 
nothing but to praise. 
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THE WEEK. 
A pnwUL effort wao recenUy made in the Legislature of 

tiu3 Stat« to prevent the publication of the TnuBactions of 
the State Medical Society. The Hon. Da. Bowen, Chair- 
man of the Committee on Medical Societies and Colleges, 
repUed ia a happj vein to the remarks of the mover of the 
proposition. Referring to the volume of transaclJona for 
the present year he called attenlion to some facts our legis- 
lators would do well to read, understand, and act 
upon: — 

"Sir, whoever will take the pMQS to examine the Trans- 
«tions of the Society for the past year, will there see 
enough to satisfy him of the progress going on in the Pro- 
fession for the amelioration of the ills of suSering humanity. 
He can there glance at the recent improvement so faith- 
fully deUneated in the management of fractured limbs ; be 
can tljere become acquainted witli some of the Topo- 
graphical influences which not only induce certtun forms of 
disease, but have a powerful influence in their modification 
and duration. He can there learn something of the laws 
by which saniUry regulaljona may be governed, which 
may bo vastly useful as a matter of pohticol importance, 
and as a matter connected with the prosperity of the 
State, as revealed in the great study of vital statislJcs." 

This is ■ truthful and well timed recognition of the great 
value of a knowledge of the medical topogr^hy of the 
State. As a matter of justice the Ijegislature should 
engage the State Medical Society to make a complete sani- 
tary survey of the State, as the bams for enlightened legis- 
lation in matters pertaining to the improvement of the 
salubrity of many districts, and its cities and villages. We 
hope the day ia not distant when our representatives must 
have as the first article of their political catechism, the 
following proposition, recently laid down by the Eng- 
lish statesman. Lord Stanley : " The greatest and the most 
tangible good that can be conferred upon a people by their 
rulers is to improve their sanitary condition." In conclu- 
non, the speaker pud the following eloquent tribute to the 
profession, and bis fellow medical members : — 

" Mr. Speaker, I forbear in the presence of this House 
to recount the instances of toil, tlie self-sacrifice, the devot- 
edness to the requisitions of poor afflicted humanity^ as 
borne by the Medical profession. Tour own observation, 
aye, your own experience by your own hearthstone and 
within your own household, must have convinced you of 
this. I call your attention to the fact which cannot have 
escaped your keen observation, that no class of men on 
this floor have with more assiduity applied themselves to 
the sacred behests of those who commissioned them here." 

Thx Metropolitan Health Bill is making good progress 
through the Legislature of this State, and if it meets with 
no other opposition than fair argument and legitimate legis- 
lative opposition, will certainly become a law. And there 
never was placed on the statute book a law more wise, 
more Just, and capable of doing an equal amount of good. 
But mark I directly in its path appears ag^ that omnipo- 
tent power, which for three succesave years has in some 
way, we need not tell how, proved its defeat I A morning 
paper of this city says in last Tuesday's issue : — 

" We learn that the employees of the City Inspector's 
Department were yesterday assessed one month's pay — 
which in the aggregate is a large sum — ostensibly lor the 
purpose of defeating the new Metropolitan He^th Bill, 
now before the Legidature. It will as remembered that 
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the same department sent Aid. John H. Brady to Albany 
last year, wiUi $9,000, for the same di«nterested object." 

The country has this year manifested great interest in 
the possi^ of laws for the better regulation of the Health 
Department of New York city, and large and small towns 
have memorialized the Legislature to enact neediiil mea- 
sures of reform. And well they may, for it is shown that 
this city dwlj scatters far and wide the loathsome diseases 
which bring death to many a country family circle, and 
desolation to the domestic hearthstone, where health alone 
would reign were the foul sources of these diseases eiter- 
minaled from this commercial centre. But let us give our 
country friends timely warning that their wishes are liable 
to be defeated by New York gold 1 Let them mark well 
the votes which their representatives give against a mea- 
sure which commands the united support of all the good 
citizens of this death-ridden city 1 

Omi of the most urgent wonts of the profession of this city 
is a depot where spirituous liquors of a reliable quality can 
be obtained for medicinal purposes. Heretofore it has 
been next to impossible to secure on prescription any 
form of ardent spirits that was not of an inferior quality, if 
not positively adulterated witli the moat injurious ingre- 
dients. Several of the leading physicians of this city have 
endeavored to secure an agency here which should supply 
the profession with at least one article — Bourbon whiskey 
—of a perfectly reliable quality. They will have done 
the profession a good service if such proves, as we believe 
it will, both medicinal and palatable. 
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Conitsi OF LtoTtrttBS ok thi Pbvsioloot aud Patbol^ot or 
THB Cestral Nervods Ststem, delivered at the Royal 
College of Surgeons of England, in May, 1858, by E. 
Brown-S*quard, M.D., F.R.S. 1860. Philadelphia. J. 
B. Lippincott & Co. 

LSCTCRKS OH THE DiAONOBIS ASD TrEATMEHT OF TBE PRIN- 
CIPAL Forms of Fabalysib of tse Lower EitRtHiriES, 
by E. Brown-Sequard, M.D., F.R.S. 1861. Philadel- 
phia. J. B, Lippincott & Co. 

iOonthHitdflvm pagi lU.) 
Thk origin of the sympathetic is partly in (he spinal 
cord, partly in the higher portions of the encephalon, but 
chiefly in the medulla oblongata and neighboring parts of 
the encephalon. The vaso-motor nerve fibres, or motor 
nerve fibres of the sympathetic going to bloodvessels, reach 
the brain and the cerebellum, passing along the spinal cord, 
the medulla oblongata, and the pons varolii. Through tliese 
fibres is exerted the nervous influence upon nutrition, 
absorption, and secretion, and he^di^ that action determin- 
ing the changes in the elements of the tissues. The prin- 
cipal phenomena observed after the section, or the galvani- 
zation, as well as the irritation of the sympathetic, may be 
classed aa follows: — Section of tlio nerve — producing dila- 
tation of blood-vessels, and upon it afflux of blood^ith 
increase of vital properties and of temperature. Galvaniza- 
tion, or irritation of the nerve — producing contraction of 
blood-vessels, and upon it diminution of blood, with de- 
crease of vital properties and of temperature. 

'The phvsiolcgy of the medull'a'oblongata is considerably 
elucidated by Dr. Brown-S^quard. The depth of the phy- 
siologist is evident in his experiments to prove that this 
part of the nervous system has been erroneously considered 
as the focus of life. So, no more myaterious action of the 
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small amount of grey matter, near the nib of the caUmua 
Bcript«rius, looked upon bj the celebrated Flourens as the 
vital knot, since it may be extirpated without death. Nor 
has the oblong medulk any exclusive influence on reBpira- 
tory moTements. Vivisections show that they may cease 
either afler removal of the pons varolii alon&, or simply of 
the small origin of the par vsgura, the reat of the meautl& 
obloDgata being untouched, or after the ablation of the 
encephalon except the whole medulla oblongata. In ani- 
mals whose spinal cord is rich in grey matter, and possesses 
a powerful reflex faculty (alligators, birds, kittens, and 
puppies), we find respiration persisting after the whole of 
the encephalon, including the oblong medulla, has been 
extirpated. Moreover, cases have been observed, of quite 
destruction of the medulla oblongata, with, however, a 
more or less free communication between the pons varolii 
and the spinal cord, in which, nevertheless, respiration con- 
tjnued to take place. Theretbre, the respirator; movements 
depend upon the incito-motory parts oi the cerebro-spinal 
axis, and on the grey matter connecUng them with the 
motor nerves going to the respiratory muscles. According 
to this theory, the principal cause of respiration is in the 
lungs, as supposeU by Marshall Hall ; but eicitaliona com- 
ing from all parta of the body, as shown by Volkmann 
and Vicrordt, and also direct irritation of the base of the 
'encephalon and of the spinal cord, almost constantly taking 
place, contribute to the production of the respiratory 
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Vertigo, rotatory moveinenls, and other kinds of convul- 
sions may ensue after irritation of the acoustic nerve. The 
chief cause of rotatory convulsions is often a tonic con- 
traction of some muscles of the neck, though they may 
also depend upon troubles in the nutrition of certain parts 
of the brain, from chwiges in ila blood-vessels. 

"There is, in some pnrta of the base of the encephalon, a pro- 
perty of acting in a pei^isteni manner to produce muscular 
spasms, during; and after, even a alight mechiiriioul eicilation. 
These parts are ditToreet from those employed io tlie traosmisuon 
of seoaitive improasious or of the orders of the will to muscles, at 
least in the medulla oblongata and pons varolii They eon- 
Btitute a very large portion or those two organs, and perliapa 
tbree-rourths of the Srst one; they are placed oltieSy in the 
lateral and posterior columns of Lhasa organs; many of their 
fibres do not decussate and produce Bpasms of the oorrespcndiog 
aide of the body; they seem to contain moet of the vaao-motor 
nerves, by which directly or through a reflex action, they may 
act on other parts of the nervous system ; they have much U> 
do with the phenomeua of several, if not moet, of tbe couvul- 
give diseases; and lastly, tbe history of their properties and 
actions throws a great deal of light on the effects of extirpation 
or diseasBS of the cerebellum." 

It is easy to seize the connexion between these pheno- 
mena and the development of epilepsy, artificially produced 
in animals by Dr. Brown-S^quarj, after injuries to tbe 
spinal cord. His experiments have led him to assert: 

" 1st, That the spinal cord in animals may be the taute (not 
tbe Koi) of an epileptic affection. 

" 2d, That there is a mysterious relation between certain 
parts of the spinal cord and retnote parte of the skin of the 
face and neck. 

" 3d, That epileptiform convulsions may be the constant con- 
sequence of slight irritation upon certain nerves. 

"4th, That the trunk of a nerve may not have the power 
of producing eonvuMons, whilst iu cutaneous ramiflcatioaB 
possess this power. 

" 5th, That even when an epileptiform affection has its primi- 
tive catue in the nervous centres, some cutaneous Blamenta of 
nerves not directly connected with the injured parta of Itieee 
centres, have a power of producing convulsioDS, which other 
nerves, even directly connected with them, have not.'' 

The base of the encephalon, and especially the medulla 
oblongata, is the most frequent seat of^the increase in tlie 
reflex excitability, which, together with the loss of control 
that, in normal conditions, the will possesses over the reflex 
fiicnity, conatitut«s the essential conditions of epilepsy. 



Tbe most frequent filiation of the phenomena ii 
affection may be thns represented: — 

EfTKCTS.' 



1. Excitation of certain 
parts of the excito-motory 
side of the nervous centre. 



2. Contraction of the 
blood-vessels of the brain 
proper. 

3. ExteuKon of the first 
excitation, partly due to the 
accumulation of blood in the 
base of the encephalon. 

i. Contraction of laryn- 
geal and of thoracic expira- 
tory muscles. 

6. Further extension of 
the first excitation of the 

6. Loss of consciousness, 
and tonic contraction in the 
trunk and limbs. 

7. Laryngismna, trache- 
lismus, and the fixed stale 
of the chest 

8. Asphyxia, and fie ac- 
cumulation of black blood 
in the encephalon, and in 
the spinal cord. 



1. Contraction of blood- 
vessels of the brain proper 
and of the face, spasm of 
some muscles of the eye and 
lace. 

2. Loss of consciousness, 
imd Bccumul&tion of blood 
in the base of tbe ence- 
phalon. 

3. Tonic contraction of 
tbe laryngeal, the cervical, 
and the tSoracic expiratory 
muscles (Ifiryngismus and 
trachelismus). 

4. Crying, and stoppage 
of respiration. 

5. Tonic contraction, ex- 
tending to most of the mus- 
cles of the trunk and linibs. 

e. Falling. 



7. Asphyxia, with obsts- 
clea to Ine return of venous 
blood from the bead, and 
the spinal cavity. 

8. Chnie canvtiUionn 
eveiywhere ; contractions 
of the boweb, tbe bladder, 

crease of many secretions ; 
efforts at inspiration. 

9. Cessation of the con- 
vulsions- coma or heavy 
sleep, after which extreme 
fatigue and headsche. 



6. Exhaustion of nervous 
power generally, and of the 
reflex faculty especially, ex- 
cept for respiration, which 
gradually becomes normal 

Dr. Brown-S^uard insists upon the existence of an aura 
originated from any port of a centripetal nerve, and often 
unf<.-lt, preceding the fit, even in epilepsy due to encephalic 
lesion. Application of galvanism to the skin or of ligature 
on each limb alternately, are the best means of detecting 
tbe existence in them of an unfelt aura, by producing in 
the first int^tance the fit, which in the second is prevented. 

Tlie treatment of epilepsy may be resumed : in prevent- 
ing the outside irritation to reach the nervous centres, and 
in modifying their nutrition to fureslall their abnormal 
excitability. Moxa8| or cauterization by red hot iron 
applied to the back ol the neck, are auccesafu] means for 
this la.tt purpose. 

Dr. Brown-S^uard giveg us full example of reflex actions 
as a fundamental cause of disturbance, not only of secretion 
and nutrition, but also of functions of^ the brain and of the 
■whole nervous system. The absence of influence of this 
latter on any port of the body, is hardly a cause of oilier 
alterations of nutrition than atrophy, while the irritation of 
the nervous system is a most powerful direct or reflex 
cause of a great many morbid changes in nutrition and 
secretion. 

As regards the troubles in sensibility and motricity it 
should be observed that, in diseases of uie spinal cord, the 
referring sensations lo the periphery of the body (pain, for- 
micatio, prickling, etc.) are a valuable sign of either inflam- 
mation in the grey matter or of irritation in the posterior 
roots. A variable spasmodic flexion of the thighs and legs 
is likewise peculiar with diseases of the spinal cord. This 
symptom has not been observed in any disease of the 
encephalon, the spinal cord being healthy. It was c 



sidered by Belhngeri, Taientin, and Oppplzer, as pathqguc 
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tnoQic of a lesion in the anterior columaa of tlie cord, Ihftt of 
the posterior colunms being attended with tiie spasm of the 
extensor muaoles. The distinction, however, is contradicted 
by several pathological cases, and in tetanus, when almost 
alwajs the extensor muscles are chiefly convulsed, the 
anterior columns of the cord are frequently found altered, 
instead of the posterior, as it should be according to the 
above theory. 

Antesiheaa and loss of temperature always accompany 
each other, except in lesion of the brain proper, which 
might be consequent upon a decussation of vaso- motor nerve 
fibres above the pons varolii, as otherwise these fibres 
appear to have Uttle or no crossing in the cerebro-spinal 
axis. Anfesthesia alone is quite impossible from alteration 
of the spinal cord. It could ensue only upon longitudinal 
diviMOn on the very median line of the cord, without any 
other injury — as in longitudinal wounds of the apine, or in 
spina bifida. Dr. Depaul observed sensibility lost, and 
voluntary movements partly preserved, in a case of diplo- 
tnyeUa (congenital division of the spinal cord). Certainly, 
diseases of the enccphalon, poisoning by lead, belladonna, 
arsenic, etc., and frequently a morbid reflex action ma^ 
produce aaiesthesia; but with diseases of tlie spinal cord it 
IB the effect of alteration in the central grey matter. This 
conclusion seems to hold good also with respect to the loss 
of each of the various kinds of sensibility. 



THE SPECULUM IN USING THE TAMPON. 

[To t]ia Editor ol tha Akduuh Muuoal Tihu.] 

Sib : — The suggestion of Dr. E. P. Bennet, in regard to the 
use of the speculum in plugging the va^na to restrain ute- 
rine h»moiThage, is a got^ one. With a view of giving 
some additional ninia upon the use of the tampon I am 
induced to dt« the following case. 

July 23, 1860, was called to see Ura. B , »L 30 ; baa 

borne four children, and now three months pregnant; she 
had had a fall followed by slight htemorrhage at tirst, which 
increasing fiDall;)r brought on severe labor pains. By a 
digital eiamtnatioQ I found the placenta protruding from 
the 03, which I succeeded in removing. The pains and 
htemorrhage ceased, and all went well for three weeks, when 
the patient walked two miles and picked a pail of berries, 
carrying a child one and a half year of age in her arms. 
On her return she was taken with alarming uterine bfcmor- 
rhage: I was called, found her completely blanched; al- 
ttiougb of a full habit, fainting from the slightest exertion. 
I resorted to the various usual remedies lor hiemorrbage, 
audi as ergot, lead, tannin, alum, and galUc acid — ice over 
the uterus, and active stimulants to keep up the strength. 
As the loss of blood had been so great I resorl£d at once to 
the use of the tampon, uang sponge and soil rags wet with 
alum water- but after a few hours the blood would Sod its 
way through and around the plugj which would induce me 
to remove it with a view of adjusting it more perfectly. 
As might be expected I soon had the external parts in so 
irritable a state as to prevent mj placing the plugs even as 
perfectly as at QrsL This state of things continued for three 
days in spite of all my remedies, medical or mechanical, 
when it occurred to me to use the speculum in placing my 
tampon, which I found was a great saving of pain to my 
patient, and permitted me to press tbe plug firmly upon the 
08. I used dry cotton batting, made up inu> little balls of a 
proper size to pass readily through the speculum ; one after 
another of these pledgets of cotton was passed through the 
speculum and pressed firmly upon the os, the speculum 
being gradually withdrawn as the vagina was filled until it 
was perfectly packed. (I have since learned to tie the pel- 
lets of cotton upon a piece of common wrapping twine 
aome six inches apart, something like the tail of a boy's 



kite, and then leaving a bit of the twine hanging out by 
which Che whole may be withdrawn). This was permitted 
to remain until next day: no blood had pasaed through it. 
By Che aid of the speculum I discovered that the haemor- 
rhage came .from a ragged ulcerated surface covering the 
anterior and posterior hps, dipping down into, in fact lining, 
the whole cervical canal, wmch was patulous and open. 
Blood was ooiing from the whole surface so rapidly as to 
almost fill tbe speculum. I applied the sohd nitrate of silver 
thoroughly, and again applied the tampon as before. This 
treatment was continual for four or five days, the blood 
never finding its way through the dry cotton; the hemor- 
rhage, when tbe Umpon was removed, becoming gradually 
less and less until it entirely ceased. 
Yours, etc., 

SaMUKL MlTCHILt., M.D. 
Caumioi Htlu. BnTTiiEK Cn., N.T., 
Much M, 1^1. 
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SANTA ROSA ISLE, 

HIALTH Oy IHB SIXTH BBOIMKHT OF M. T. VOtft IKIBRISTIMO 

OUN-SHOT WOUNDS. 
[Armj Oomopondaiux af tli> Ahuioam Uuhui. Tuna.] 
OoKTaaBY to general expectation we have found this post, 
though wanting in incident and interest, very healthy, 
having lost but four men by disease, during a residence of 
eight months. Through the Fall our sick report was rather 
heavy, in consequence of severe picket and fetigue duty ; 
the arrival of the T5th to share our labors, has, however, 
materially and quickly reduced its bulk, the hospital pa- 
tients at present numbering thirteen, those in quarters 
eleven. In comparing the medical statistics of different 
regiments, an immense want of proportion in their num- 
ber of act is immediately observable. This is due to one 
surgeon registering all lus patients both in quarters and 
hospital, while another records tbe latter alone. Though 
we have had a fair share of other diseases, as catarrh, pneu- 
monia, typhoid fever, etc., yet by far the greater number 
of cases have been dysenteric These have arisen from 
causes the most opposite — heat, cold, wet, food, and water, 
I have tried most of the usual remedies for combating 
this military scourge, and am convinced that calomel has 
the strongest claims to our attention, approaching almost 
to a specina My method of prescribing this medicine has 
been in small doses, with or without opium, for from one 
to three days, and then administering a dose of oiL I 
have sometimes found it necessary to push this treatment 
as far as gentle sahvation. 



two following appear to me the most interesting :— 

I. — On tbe 1st of January Thomas Uoran of Ca I., 
whibt taking supper, was struck by a piece of shell in the 
calf of Che right leg. When brought Co hospital, though a 
comrade had tied a handkerchief round the limb, he had 
lost a considerable quantity of blood. There were two 
openings, one three inches below the knee, and a little to 
the inside of the median line, the other, and larger one, 
an inch and a half below the joint, to the outside of the 
leg. The hcemorrtuAe proved so troublesome tliat a free 
inciMOn was made down to tlie back wound, which was 
filled with compressed sponge, and the limb bandaged. 
For eighteen hours after the receipt of injury both myself 
and Dr. Benedict, surgeon to the 75th (who afterwards 
kindly assisted at the operation), detected pulsation in the 
posterior tibial artery. The patient rallied considerably 
during the first night, but on the second day he was sink- 
ing fast, and the leg having commenced W mortify ampu- 
tation was decided on. Dr. Pease, surgeon to the regi- 
ment, operated at the middle of the ihigh, and even there 
pus was found in ihe celluUr tissue. The man died iir — 
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boar after. On examination the gutrocnemius and soleua 
■were found torn through, the head of the fibula sliglitly 
scraped, but no targe vessels injured. In this case the 
holes 01 exit and entry, though jagged and irregular, were 
nowhere more than an inch in diameter, no large artery 
was touched, yet the fatal effects of Bbell wounds were 
demonstrated, the muscles being extensively lacerated, and 
the limb as it were shocked to death. 

II.— James Marshall of Co. C, quarrelled with and beat 
a tent-male, named Blaney, who, in self-defence, seized his 
gun (a rifled miniS musket). Two comrades tried to wrest 



discharged the piece, having kept his foreSoger 
td^er all ^e time. The ball cut through Marshall's 
trowsers, about two and a half inches above the knee, on 
the outside of the thigh, blackening but not piercing bla 
drawers, and making a slight bruise on the skin beneath. 
Proceeding downwards it entfired the leg two and a half 
inches below the knee, and passing along the peroneus 
longus, cluse beneath the skin, came out between the 
peroneus brevts and extensor communis. The distance 
from wound oF entry to that of exit was four inches, the 
latter being three inches in length, appearing like a clean 
cut, one inch deep. The bullet, after leaving the leg, went 
through a hard pme plank, one inch thick, and was found 
scarcely altered in shape, embedded two inches in the 
eand. From the position the men (who are about the 
same height) stood in, one having his finger on the trigger, 
the other hold of the barrel of the gun, it ia evident that 
it could not have been incUned at an angle greater than 
120°, according to Blaney's account not so great. Here, 
contrary to the established course of mini^ balls, straight 
through all impedimeola, we have an instance (the first I 
believe ever recorded), in which one was deflected by a 
pair of cotton drawers. Marshall has since progressed 
very favorably. Some alight snppuration took place along 
the track of tie bullet, and at toe wound of exit a Uttle 
fascia sloughed away, requiring a few poultices. At pre- 
sent, with the aid of straps and water dressing, both wounds 
have almost entirely healed, and the man will be fit for 
duty in another week. 

EvHiniD Ltsch, 
Aul. Surgitm, eih Rtgt. N. Y. V. 

8uR* Boai Iiu, Feb. 11, IBO!. 



HEALTH OF TROOPS AT NEW MADRID. 

[Army CarrMp«nden» of the Auuoui Uidiiui. Tnn*.] 

Nbw Madrid is ours, and like most other towns Mid places 
occupied by rebels, and subsequently by our troops^ pre- 
eenls some points of interest. In the first place a good 
portion of the (own was burned, and the balance destroyed 
by the rebels before leaving, and desolation and ruin reign 
supreme. Our forces, with the exception of a few compa- 
nies garrisoning the two forts, are encamped two ana a 
half miles from town in an immense cornfield. The couu- 
• try is perfectly level, soil rather sandy, but still enough 
clay and loam to make it muddy and wet. Por the first 
week after our arrival it rained constantly, and we had no 
water but siuface water, as the enemy prevented our going 
to the river, and the whole command was greatly troubled 
with diarrhcea; and as we were obUged to encamp in the 
mud, without straw or for^e to sleep upon, many began 
to suffer with pneumonia and rheumatism. But the post 
two weeks the weather has been less wet, each regiment 
baa dug wells, getting a fair supply of water twenty-two 
feet from surface, and take it altogether tiie health of the 
command is greatly improved, and at present may be con- 
sidered good. 

I am sorry to say we are still troubled with the old 
scourge, variolaJ I have now in my charge seventeen 
cases, and I have about come to the conclusion that I am 
the one who is destined to take charge of this pest wher- 



ever I go, I had hoped when I left the Upper Missouri, 
that some other (lerson would have the extreme felicity 
of ministering to its demands, but the ahirt of Nessus is 
nothing compared to iL I am the victim to look after it 
still, and suppose I may as well yield quietly. I am very 
glad to say uiat thus far I have not lost a case of variola 
this winter, and hope the good luck will continue. Our 
loss in killed and wounded on the last dayU bombardment, 
and several skirmishes previously, amounted to about 
thirty-five. Most of the casualties were the result of shot 
and shell. One shell took off the rieht legs of three men, 
all requiring amputation above the Knee. Several were 
severely injured m the body with pieces of shell, and have 
since med. The wounds being made by shell and round 
shot were all very severe. The number killed and since 
dead is nine; the balance all seem doing well. I send you a 
morning report which I picked up in a house of the Eleventh 
Arkansas regiment, stationed at this place in February and 
March, fi'om which you can judge of the healthfulneas of 
this location. The aggre^te force of the regiment was 
647, and of this number the morning report of Feb. 9th 
shows 463 sick, leaving 239 privates for service after the 
extra duty men are deducted. In proof that this report is 
correct, I will state that I passed their burying ground of 
two acres yesterday, and it is planted all over with graves 
OS close as It is possible to dig tnem. 

Charles H Rawson, 
Stirgean 5th Iowa Regt. Vol*. 

Cua RiAi Niw Madrid, Ho., 
UanbSO. 18S3. 



REPORT OF CASES OCCURRING AT THE BATTLE 
OP ROANOKE ISLAND, VA. 

[Ardj CorreipoDdancB of tlia AicnEDAH UimoAL Turn.) 

Haviho a little time to spare on our passage from Roanoke 
Island to Newbem, I thought I would employ it in giving 
you a short history of some of the most interesting surgi- 
cal cases which have come under my notice at and since 
the battle at Roanoke Island. 

Od February 8th, shortly after 8 A.M., the first wounded 
man was brought from the field ; from that lime until half 
past eleven they fell fast, considering the number in action. 
The r^ments composing the brigade U> which I am 
attached were the principal ones engaged, and, unfortu- 
nately, one of our surgeons was sick, two were on board 
the gunboats, and one was wounded at the commencement 
of the action, leaving me but one surgeon and four assist- 
ant suTffeons for the entire brigade. 

The Qrst case of interest was that of an old man belong- 
ing to the 25th Moss. Regt. ; his arm was carried away 
above Ihe elbow by a portion of shell. As soon as he was 
brought from the field, a small quantity of whiskey was 
given to him, and he was at once placed under chloroform 
(in all cases operated upon on the field under my direction 
that d^ chloroform was administered, always by a small 
piece of lint being laid over the nostrils and mouth, one 
tiiickness only, and the chloroform dropped on, in no case 
was there over one drachm used). The arm was ampu- 
tated by Dr. Derby of tlie 2ath Mass, by the flap operation. 
The recovery has been perfect, and the man has gone home. 

The second case was a Corporal Lawrence of the 51st 
New York Regt, a man of fine healthy constitution ; both 
his limbs were shattered below the knee. .They were im- 
mediately amputated just below the jomt, one by myself, 
and the other by Dr. Rivers of the 6th N. H. Regt. This 
man has gone on recovering without one bad symptom, 



The third was an old man with a gun-shot wound in the 
knee-joint, prossing through the left luiee and partly through 
the right; the bones were badly comminuted, the lower 
third of femur being in small fragments. I amputated the 
left limb just above the juncture of lower uid middle third 
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tJie stump has done well aod there has beea perfect union. 
The rig-ht leg is etill suppurating freely from the opening 
into the joint, and I fear cannot be eaved, but e^e^ eSort 
■will be made to produce anchyioaia of the joint. The sur- 
geon in whose cnarge be is left has promised to write to 
me M to bis future progress. 

I also amputated two lower extremities below the knee, 
and one arm below the elbow-joint, in each case for gun- 
ehot wound, producing compound comminuted fractures, so 
extensive in character as to forbid all hope of saving the 
limb ; both men who lost their lower limbs haye done well, 
but the young man whose arm I amputated died in forty- 
eight hours from a grapeshot wound in the bowels, which, I 
did not notice when he was brought o9' the field. 

One young man had the lower jaw fractured by a Mini5 
ball; the baU entered in front of the facial artery on the 
right dde, and passed out behind the artery on the left. side. 
I removed that portion of the jaw between the angles and 
some splinters from the ascending ramus on left side, leav- 
ing as much of the periosteum as possible ; he has done ex- 
tremely well, and gone home on leave of absence. Id one 
case of gunshot wound of the forearm fracturing libe radius, 
Br. Gtreen of the 24th Mass. exsected the fractured portion 
of the bone with a roost satisfactory result, and this, I 
think, is the only secondary operation which has been satifl- 
factory in its results. BoUi of the others mentioned were 
performed on the Geld without waiting for any reaction t« 
lake place. The patients, since that time, have been placed 
in a poution where it has been impossible to procure fresh 
provisions, and hence their diet has been very unsatisfactory. 

If all the surgeons engaged in the present war will make 
a note of the cases operated upon on tlie field, without 
waitins: for any reaction to take place, and those which are 
defered for secondary operaljons, it would make a series of 
valuable statistics for future reference. 

If we have any Hghting, as we expect, at Newbem, I 
will send you an account of the wounded. 

J. H. TnoHPsoN, 
Brigade Surgeon, U.S.A. 
Pamuoo Bov)m,'.li>r«h 11, 1862. 
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Frohpbctcis of tbb " New York Ahkital Mbdioal 
Rboihter," tor 1862.— This volume will contain : Brief 
notices of all the Medical Societies in this oily, giving the 
dBt« of their foundation and incorporation, their officers and 
members for the current year, their Presidents, from their 
oi^aniaition, when obtainable, the time and places of meet- 
ing, fees, dues, etc. The American Uedical Association 
and N. Y. State Medical Society will also be included in 
the work. A selection of the principal Laws of the State, 
DOW in force, specially relating to the practice of Physic 
and Pharmacy in this city, together with the Code of Ethics 
of the American Medical Association. The more import- 
ant data of historical interest connected with the numerous 
Hospitals, Infirmaries, and Dispensaries of the Metropolis, 
with present OCQccrs, Trustees, and Medical Staffs, also 
tabular statements of the leading statistics of each for the 

5st eight or ten years. A short account of the several 
edicd Schools, with present Officers, Trustees, and Facul- 
ties, number of Alumm for each year since the first gradua- 
tion, names and residences of the graduates in 1661 ; also 
the names of the recipients of the prizes annually awarded 
by those Institutions. The Board of Health for 1862, with 
lists of former Health Officers, Health Commissioners, Resi- 
dent Physicians, City Inspectors and Coroners, as Far back 
as procurable. Mortalityof the city forlSGl, also the ratio of 
deaths to the population, for quinquennial periods, from 1805 
to 1862. Catalogue of all the Medical Works and Periodi- 
cals issued from the press in 1861 ; Medical Booksellers 



and Publishers ; Surgical Instrument, Microscope, Artificial 
Limb, etc., Makers ; Police Surgeons, Physicians connected 
with Life Insurance Companies, etc. Medical Necrology for 
1861. Several papers relative to Medical matters here three 
quarters of a century since. The design of the Compiler 
is to give a picture of New York as it is in a Medical point 
of view, and also to afford a convenient repository for 
such authentic memorials of the past as may from time to 
time be furnished him for that purpose, thereby supplying 
in some measure a desideratum heretofore existing m the 
Medical Literature of the Empire City. The volume will 
contain about ISO pages, in 12mo., and will be issued at a 
price sufficient only to cover the cost of publication. Should 
the work prove acceptable to the Profession, it is proposed 
to continue it annually, expanding, modifying, and re- 
arranging the contenffi as circumstances may require, in 
order to render each succeeding number a decided improve- 
ment on its predecessor, thus, in the course of a few years, 
presenting a collection of facta, historical, biographical, and 
Statistical, worthy, perhaps, of being preserved for future 
reference. 

Ths Latb Db. a. v. Willluib. — iTie following resolu- 
tions of the Board of Trustees of the Astor Librair render 
a deserved tribute to the memory of De. A, V. wn-LiiMS, 
whose useful life and noble traits were so truthfully noticed 
in memoriam by the graceful pen of Dr. Mott, in the last 
number of the Medical Times: — 

At a meeting of the Trustees of the Astor Library, on 
the 12th day of March 1862— present, Mr. William B. 
Astor, President, and Messrs. Doniel Lord, Joseph Q. 
Cogswell, Samuel B. Rugglcs, the Reverend Dr. Thomas 
House Taylor, Mr. James Carson Brevoort, and Dr. Wol- 
cott Gihhs, and his Honor Oeorge Opdyke, ex officio, Mayor 
of the city of New York — the foUowiog resolutions were 
unanimously adopted : — 

Ruolted, T)ut tfaa TniteH oT t 

ind regrat of ths deaUi of tbetr 
lUniB, U.D.. vbow uroHt lat«m 
tululeflA Intrgtity, emLnant profeer 
dTt lntcllfat, nbd mull J and gvnlal bvailiigf ar 

Jtetolwd, 'i'bat Id th« daath ot Dr. William 
Uthnil and tntollij 



Uia Library bat loM a 



OIllHsrit grmrdi 

bell """^ •oolotj a dinlinguithod ornuimit; 

BHolrtd, That Ibe TnuMc* Under to tb* b«ruTed Ikmllf of tlialT 
friend and eolleagne Uie uiiiniiM of Ibeli alUMra and •uneat tjni- 
path^ 

By order of the Board of Trualoea the preceding copy of 
their resolutions is now transmitted to the family of their 
lamented associate. 

March 11, leei. 

Wit. B. Astor. 
Samuel B. RtrooLis, 



Charles E. Rawsov, M.D., Sur^on of the 5tlt RegL 
Iowa Yols., has been appointed Brigade Surgeon. This is 
a well merited honor, both to Dr. Rawson, and the Sut« 
of Icwa, which he alone represents in this capacity. Dr. 
R. is an accomplished surgeon, and will bring to the dis- 
charge of his more important duties great practical experi- % 

The ilHeitst letnperante should be deemed incumbent on 
every member of the profession ; for the practice of both 
the physician and surgeon, at all times, requires the exer- 
cise of a dear and vigorous understanding, and on emer- 
gencies, for which no professional man should be unpre- 
pared, a steady hand, an acute eye, and an unclouded bead, 
may be essential to the well-being, and even to the hfe of 
a fellow-creature. Philip of Macedon reposed wiUi entire 
confidence and security on the vigilance and attention of 
his general, Parmenio, In his hours of mirth and convi- 
viahty, he was wont to say, " Let us drink, my friends ; we 
may do it with safety, for Parmenio never drinks 1" Let us 
admonish you- gentlemen, to be like Philip's generaL For 
' sicisn wlio has confided to his care the lives of many 
'nTik.—Pro/. Baker'i Fo^wfetory.^ ^ | ^ 



care uie lives oi m 
VaUtHftorv. , 
DyTjOOC^k 



ta Msdinl TImat. 



SPECIAL NOTICES. 



UREOROLOaT i 



1 HECHOLOOT OP THS WEEK I 



Abatrsct of Uie OfflcUl Uepoit. 

From Iha ItUi dir of Uueb to the 3Iat dij of Mirefa. IBtS. 

PwMa— Men, 7*: vomen.Se; bovhlie; Rtrla. m-toULMft Adalu, 

ISS; chJl<Ireii, Ml; males, 1»3; famika, 203; colored. ID. InfiuU umler 

tra jeutof age, IM, Chlldrsn reported of naUve parent!, %; foreign, 

ABi<afitbta,anaot death we noUee ;—Apaplei7, B ; IntintlU OOBml- 
alooa, BS; croup, 8; diphtheria,!: ecarlet feier,!S: ^lioa and typlmid 
f*veT^ 10; eonaampllon, SS: smalL-poi, B: dropav of hud, II; tn&ntlle- 
Diuumii>,tl; dlurhna anddyeenter^.a ; iDSammaltoo of bnln.lD'.of 
bfiwela.S:oriungt,£>: broncbllta, I; o]n»Btiun»r bnlc. 8; i>riuDEa,ll; 
eryalpalaa, 8; whwDlng eough, 11; meajlea. 0. 281 deaths occorreafhjm 

ot-hom U earae from Ireland; died In 'the Immleranl In»tilutlon,°anr«8 
In the CIt J Charities; of n-homJO were In the Bcllevue HoepltaL 
Ahatmet of the Atmosnberlc*] Kecord of the Eailern rilspenesry, kept In 
the Market Bulidlnc No. GT Essex atreet, New^ork. 
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Bimua.— S2d. Light snow i.n.; elur lat« at night 13d, Fog aarlT- 
i.ii. ; clear late at night. Mth, Fog early a.m. ; very light nJs at Inter- 
vale; clear late at night. tStb. Wind fresh; oleai earlr and lata. ICtti, 
STth, and SSth. Mustl; clear, nrlth binitering wind. 



UondiT. 
AprUJ. 

Aprils.' 



MEDICAL DIARY OF THE W^BBK. 

II HoaprrxL^r. Markoe. hsif-past 1 r.i 



BiLurvoi Hosrn 



w Ydu HosriTAL, Dr. Markoa, half-paet 1 p.k. 
LLlToa UMPirriL, J>r. El Hot. half-put 1 p.k. 
iTHiuuo lloapirai, Dra. StepheDson and Gairfeh, 1 rM, 
X YuH DotriTiL, Dr. Balsled, hsIf-paM 1 f.m. 



EELLEVUE HOSPITAL MEDICAL COLLBGK 

OBDKB at LBCTOBES W SFBIHO SEBSIOH, 1862, FOR TB 



Thursday, P»or, Wood, IS M. 

Balnrdii, P«or, V\im. Jt. 11 
CUnlul LkIuth b; Pkot. T, 

bj PlKI». Ml 

Tha order of Lwtiires ftir t 



Lon, Thnndar, 1^ P.K. 
iauDT, Friday, IX P.1I. 
coming week vUl be published weakl; ii 



SPECIAL NOTICES, 
Nbw York Couittt Medio al Societt. — Tht Stattd 
ifanihiy Mttting of this Society uiiU bt held at the College of 
Phyticiane and SargeoTui, comer of Tiaentg-third tlreet and 
louTth Avenue^ on Monday next, Ith intt., at 71 o'clock 
P.M. Paptrt and KMotifk ditetmknu ta^ftded. 



w° 



m. H. Davol, M,D., late Physician 

■ ■ ■ " ■1cee ilosplnil, Bronklvn, remnvcd to 9L Paul, Minn. 

_., _. ^Mltchell,M.D.,T.L. MasoD,M.D., ProE E.H.Chap- 

man, M.D., of Brooklyn; Prof. Anatla Flint, M.D., Pnf. B. F. Barker 



John W. Shedden, Apothecary, 
H8 Booery. oor. 4th St. 



Squlbb'a, Allen'*. Tlldei 
on hand; tlao Pare Cblaraiiinn and O: 
by Duncan Flookbatt \ Co., Edinburgh. 



id other QneprepanitlonaBlwayl 
alate Df Cerium prepued for ua 



P. W. Bedford, 

745 Sixlh Avenue, near Forty-fourth Street, 
Oppnelte Slith ATsane Ballroad riepot 



American Medical Association.- 
ANNIjAL MEET1N0.~W& the Dodeielgned. Committee 



TO Physicians. — Jerome C. Smith, 
M.D.. late of McLean Aarlnm, near Boston, Is prepared ta reooire 
Into his h0D■^ IDT East S9tb el., a llmlUd nnmber ol^Eplleptlo or Ner- 
voni Invalids for care and treatmenL He can i(lve them sDperior accom- 
modations, and eommand tbi- servloea of tb* most inproved nurses. 

Rtfirmcf.—D. Tllden Brown, M.D.. Bunt. Bloomlngdile Asylum, 
Manhattan vllle. N. Y. Edward R. Chai>ln, M.D., Sunt. Kings Co. Lnna- 
Uo Asjhim, FbUhush, L. L Mosee IT. Ranney, M.D., 8npt N. Y. City 
Lnnstfo Aejlnm. Blackweira liland. John E. Trier, M.D., Supl. McLean 
Aaylum, Somerrltle, Maaa. Key. Wm. Adarne, D.D.. No. SEaitUthSt. 



Deecriptive CirculBrswilh Sanfilesof Work 

will be sent Majfi'ee. 



Haylngju, 
ever enfoye 
tBort, they __ _ 
enlar upon the New Tear with atlll more 



the most snceesaful eeuon'a bnalness they hay* 

Ihey hayo demonstrated that, Jbr oil tindt of 

THE SftWlNG MACHINE OF THE WOKLD"— 

" — oipiiotejub™, the 



'NEW TAILORING MACHINE." 

log heieloRire aimed almost wholly to anpply a Family Hacblna. 
shonld do all kinds of family sewing, and BiyjBO aoooEinaD, we 
. Iter the market with a ManuAwtorlng Machine, which, for elartlolty 



dn the fine family Hwing ; tbne combining' In one machine adaptation to 
FINK FANCY BEWlfio and HEAVY MANUFACTHElftO. Tbia 
out tn best appreciated by those who bare ownod and operated UDrblnea. 
We do not oak or expect tbe pnbllc lo be governed by onr alatenients 
■lone, jft amrt <n<wM;<iHoa, and iita to tha tboostndl wbo hare our 
maohlnee In anoceeanil operation. 

FINKLB Je LYOH BSWINO MACHINE CO.. 

BtB Broadway, New York. 

Bent Free by Mali on Kwelpt of PriM. 

Traite pratique d' Auscultation suivi 
d'nn precis de PercuHiOD, par Bartli at Bonr. Bt Edit Ikae. 
Pirla,lS«llL tlCO' 

Buuon Bwnuui M« BraUwq', K. T. 

Digiiizea cy VjOOQ IC 



AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES ADVERTISER 



E. & S. FOUGERA, PHARMACEUTISTS, 
No. 30 N. William st., N. York, and No. 169 Atlantic st, Brooklyn, 

OmSRAL AGENTS FOR THE FOLLOWING PMEPARATLONS: 

Aoi»«- T METCALF & CO, Bobtoh, Masb.; H. P. WAKELEE, Sam Framoiboo, Caufoehuj S. I^ 

ilASSOT, St. Looib, Mo.; . Baiti-om, Mabtlajh), .to, >ia 

To be bad al^o Irom the lint c1«m Dnv itorea. 



ALBE8PETEB« BLISTERING TISSUE. 

■mi* TlHu 1> ulinn nlltbl*, l»(iig of ■ BsKarm Mnnith »d bllitirlw 
fti rix hour* U Is iie»l, hmilf, iooBomlcMl, ud of » ktmI oonTenlsnOi fow 
PlivtMatu IpHneipaUy aovntry nvtMatu) PharmaotMUtt. md 
PiilitJiU. QeaenWj u»od Id lb« oItU prioUw ; U fi Oi* onJy an* tmjiojti 



BOUBAULT'S PEPSENI^ 

inoeeMfollT pwterftwl tn 
' " >, Id oAnnfo (Um 



.— flflHO gnlu In powdB, 






» dtr.Jnit btlCn 



RAQUIN'S CAPSULES, 

T tb* Fremk AiadMBj of Mtdldi*— Ddj inMrlbtd irtlh 
* ...._.. > rm. — ,. ,{^ ^^ (nparlor Wnay 



AppKnad br tb* Freiick Ackdun; i 
■uoceia br til* BtoteMoa at l«g*. ' 



GBNEVOIX PURE OIL OF HOKSE CHESNUTS. 

TMi AHn-OoDT impuatlon li usong tb* nnmeRnil tofilal ■PP"'*- 
lliina poHUHd bf usnptstlis, Ui* beil Bitanul Nntdj fin tlatii; Kbid- 

''*n'b"'« (j mry <mpor(an(. In mppljliig thl» oil, lo nib g«>U7 on tb* 
in(l»m«l nut «U M* •Hn *« ooiMiWiJt •a«»w-o>«' ««* «* i"*! 

K. OENEVOUt, Phot, !* Rus iet Be>ut At**. I*"!*. 



BLANCARD'S PILLS OF IODIDE OF IRON. 

Ilfctt pl^llolu. orary work af mtdiolD*, "gvd* Uia lodid* ^I"" 



i? prepanUan, uniting thi 



iC*ih pJU WDUlna ana pvin of Iodide of Iron, Iha doae l> I 
I* a d»J. Nana m gonulna wblcb biTa not a raaetiTa 
nctaed u Iba lowar »n of tha wrt, *o.. *a 

^LANUAED. Phan,, No. U Roe Bonapu 



rer aaal 



BONJBAN'S EHOOTINB & DHAGfiES OF ERGOTINE. 

BoKiMint AyoMiw. or pnrtflad Eitrwl of Ergot, ii Iba amacUra prln- 
dnla uf 8e™la Coramum, minu. Ira poleooons iiibsuiioa. In cooBadaenoe. 
Boi^taif Srgelftu may be flven In doaa* proportlnnale lo tho dingai of 
Iheoufc wIlhonlanyriikforUicllIeofthiipiUodL Tlie diaa of Sm^anji-i 
a-UuWM 1* (Km Ova Id 10 gislni, dally. One Art%it (Urea ([nU ne) may 
be given, ouebad, evary two or Ibtee boura, In aom* gran cuci of iilarlna 

""""^iBELOSTE, Pbem No. 11 Boa Bourbon, VlUtBauTa, Pirla. 



QUEVENNE'S IRON AND DRAQfiES OP IRON 

BT HYDROQEH. 

PbyiieUn* dulnnu to bav* a ftlthful anlcle, will prMcribe Otrnnim 

Qutttnsn-I Iron, which la alwaji oolttinn it-' —"-•-> •" -"■•- ■"" — -' 

Iriim the omnioarelal Iron by HjdnKon. 

It coma* Id amall boUlaa. witb a tlD apMti 
which la ■ doaa. £. GEHKTOIZ, U 



relUbla,uid quite dUTen 



LABELONTE'S GRANULES OP DIGITALIS,- 

Bach OruDle cooUlna one-lblrf of a grain nt BTdiMlooholla KiBartof 
DIglUUa Pnnmiaa. This prepaimtlonla an aioallmt •ad.Hve.a powarfBl 
dlmUt and 1b perfMllv aosptabla to tie aumaeh. They regnUl* wan 
tha /VJaoMona of the Start. Inemaa rapidly the oriniry aanrallMa, ad 
SiSiWy^ll la the N^v^nf Pate<SSi^^n«-<.™* «d ^»par. 
S^MiT Jt tha SMrt. In yartona tlnds of bropalaa, principally thoa. 
rrciptoQiatlc to the HaarL 
■'^r._ T? — J jjj ^gJ^ Orannlea dally, 

LABKLOKYE. Phen, 1» Koa Bonrtwn YlllanwiTe. Pari*. 



Doaa.— Foni 



Tbla DBpoTHi 



E & S FOUGERA '8 COMPOUND DRAGfiES OPj 

SANTONINE. 

Tbew Dragiea oomponnd of Banlonlne and Jajaplna art at the iiams Uma 
Tannlfoge- and poiT»lli=-belijg Mtad with ngar tnev ara ploaaanl U 
lake. e«n for cbSldren. Each Drartf oontalna half a grain BaoW-olne and 
oae-Bfth 0( a pain of Jalapina, iH£ chocolate and coated with angar. 

Dual.— Ten M twelve a diy for an ulnll. repeated IhrM day a 



GELIS ii CONTfi'3 DKAGEKS OF LACTATE OF 
IRON. 

Approe*d by OU frtiuA Aaadtmv of Midtci^ 
The anperiotfo of action of the ioein** qftron Is doW aitilbnled to lU 
perfect aolnWIIly In tha wWo Jnlee. It 1* dallir praaorited for OtbmnU, 
WlUti, ^maiHrriWai and general debility. Each Dr«g*a ooatal B i «w 
gndn lactate of Iron, 
Doaa.— Two lo Ihroa, three Hinet a day. ^^ 



PAULLINIA-FOU KNIER. 

admlnlttarad aa a tanle and prindpilly for the nsrooa Bylt«m, 
a adTantagaont appUaatioD (br yttralffla, StadaaSt, oonTnUoiiB 

v^V.. 1-" T. ), (»Torabty snokan of by Dr» TmnaaaMi, 

No. Id Hue d'AnJon BU Honori, Paria. 



nduni, Grlaolle, 



awLEBEL'S SATONULES OF COPAITA, ia, &c. 

The unfriendly acUon of OopalTa on the itomach, oanslng naniaone arno- 
tatlona and gaatrla derangamentai randara lla oiintlnQod amployment often 
Impoialbl*. lu I.cbert BaTonalaa, the Baliam, by It* aaponlBeatloD with 
an alcall, I* modlQad In (ucb a maonar, that lu dlieaUoD l> euy and Ita 
absorption mora ready, baaldn lU elegant fonn and diagnlse nnder a ooat- 
iDg of gluleo, reaoTeriid by sugar as a dracea, seithar offend tha alght nor 
dlaplaase the palate. 



PIERLOT'S VALERIANATE OP AMMONIA, 

rOR JfXRVOVS AFFBCTIOirS. 
Tbla praparaUon la not at all like the one preiMrtd by Apotbaoailea, after 

the lOraiola published tn tb* Ion — ' -'— ••■ '— — ' -' " '•- 

aucDUa, wh*n tha other one fiill 



wllf loll 
GtK^I'M Pttrlif ValfiaitMt ef Awntaaia la 



odor, Ita taate, and abora a 



PlERlJTT, Phen., 40 Rna «a»rln*, Parla. 



E Ji S. FOUGERA'S DRAGfiES AND STRUP OP 
PYROPHOSPHATE OF IRON. 

Th» eOloaoy of tbla new prapantioD, eoBlalDing two Important alemant* 
of DDT syatem, lion and Phoaphoma, la admitted by aU Phyalclana who 
haye omployid IL Being boma eaally by the mcel deileat* alomaohl^ 

Antmia, I>in 
ilalndleatad. 

dT tbrm Ume* a day. For cblldreo in prnpcrtloD. 



PERSONNB'S lODINISED OIL. 

APPB0T7CD DT TBX FRSSCH AOADSJfT Of MEDICIin. 1 
Thl* Oil, containing Iodine In an eleaieotary comhlnaUoii la lory much 
like jweel almond oil In lU (»■» and color : It hu great adyanlwea o»«r 
wl-Ucer olL a* it can be admlnlalereftlDBnullar quantity and wttEoot dla- 
lust fur the petlent. RIoord aaya; that the ou«, or at laaat aoma modifica- 
tJon of Ure dlB«M, baie alvaya been obtained qnlcker wllb Panon»-t 
lodiDlsadOll, than with eodllTar OIL Thia ollia oaad in Che same casea aa 
nodllverolL Uoan.— Aleaapoonfnl twoor thraa Umeaaday. 

Ho. 11 Boa Bourbon ViilanenTa, FarU. 



£. 8t %. FOVOERA, PharmaceiitUts, IVew Tork and Brooklyn, 

Obnzrai. Aoents for thb abotx Pkipabatiohb. 

N3, Pharmaobutwtb and Wholmalb DnrooiBTB will find it to their adTantoge to send for onr T(e« 
price OorreDt, in which the prices of Imported FreBch Medicinal PreparationR are much rednced. 
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PART I. 
DcRiRQ the two months now just ending, gentlemen (Sep- 
tember, and October, 1861), we have had seven cases of 
albuminuria in our warda, each presenting sjmptoms and 
complications more or less peculiar to iiseir, and all agreeing 
in illustrating some of the more interesting poinis oF tliia 
Berious and still but partially understood disease. I pro- 
pose to give a brief sketch of the leading features of each 
case, and then lo present them to you us a whole, ond direct 
your attention to points both of resemblance and difference. 
The first of these cases is that of a leniale, 24 years of 
age who entered the hospital July 6th. She had been 
leadiD^ &n irregular life for about three years, during which, 
time she contracted gonorrhoea, and had a bubo, which was 
followed by rheumatism in the course of about three 
roonths. She had been in the habit of drinking until about 
a year ago, sometimes very freely. About six months 
before coming here, a dropsical effusion began to affect her 
body and upper and lower e:riremiiies equally. On admis- 
sion, there was considerable swelling of the whole body. 
She was weak, but had a moderately good appetite. She 
was passing from sixty to eighty ounces of urine in twenty- 
four hours, which was highly albuminous, of speciBc gravity 
1008. No microscopical eiaminntion of tne urine was 
then made. She was directed to have dry cups to the back, 
end tA take acetate of potash and infusion of buchu, to 
■which was added, at the end ol three days, five graiua of 
chlorate of potash every four hours ; and at the end of 
three days more, eight drops of muriated tincture of iron, 
three times a day, the potash and buchu being still con- 
tinued. At the end of eight days more, the quantity of 
chlorate of potash was increased to fifteen grains, three 
times a day, with the potash and buchu, and the addition 
of the hot-air bath. The dropsical swelling now increased 
very much, and the right arm became red and painful, and 
the quantity <if urine was diminished to filly ounces in 
twenty-four hours. The chlnmte of potash and hot-air 
bath were then suspended, and pulv. jalap, co. ordered, and 
a lotion of acetate of lead and opium for the arm. On the 
31st of July, twenty-Eve days alter admission, tlie dropsical 
effiision was about the same as when admitted, tbougli the 
swelling and rednes of the arm bad nearly disappeared. 
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e of ptftash and buchu were 
then resumed, with dry cupa to the back twice a week. 
Ten days afWrwards the menses returned, afler having 
cnuifi lor four months. 

When first seen by me, on the 2d of September, she was 
very much swollen, and presented that pole and doughy 
appearance so characteristic of some forms of this disease. 
The specific gravity, quantity of urine, and amoimt of albu- 
min in it, were about the same as when she entered, about 
two montlis before. She was now directed to lake ten 
minims of linct. ferri muriat. and also five grains of chlorate 
of potash, three times a day, which soon afterwards had 
to be exchanged for spiritusmindereri, on account of feverish 
eymptomg which supervened ; and alter the Upse of a few 
days, she was dischat^d, at her own request, in about the 
same condition in which she entered the hospital. 

The next case towrhicb I would call yuur attention is 
that of a boatman, 24 years of age, hoin in this city, a 
well developed man, who entered Die hospital September 
14. Ee had been in the habit of drinking more or less 
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for eleven or twelve years, and sometimes to excess, 
and about six years before had syphilis for the first time, 
and, subsequently, both gonorrbcea and uphills three or 
four times. The notes of bis case do not state that be had 
taken mercury, but he had doubtless taken It one or more 
times. He first noticed the dropaical swelling a year ago, 
and says that it extended over all the body. He then 
went into the Brooklyn City Hospital ; and at the end of 
eight months left there apparently well, and returned to 
his occupation, but a return of the dropsy soon compelled 
faim agun to give up work. About a week before he came 
here, he bed an epileptic attack, during which he bad bit- 
leu hie tongue. 

On admission he had a weak pulse and cachectic look, 
and was quite feeble. His brain worked very slowly and 
jmperfectly, and he found it difficult to remember events, 
and seemed perfectly indifferent about himself. His pulse 
was about 80 ; skin c r ; bowels very 

costive. His tongue ■ I could only be 

{lartially protruded. V pole and doughy 

ook, lie imperfi'ct a ollen and bitten 

tongue, and the lact th sy, though none 

was now present, led te it as a case of 

albuminuria, which ha i'cp^y. during an 

attack of which bis tongue had suQered. On examination 
of the urine, It was found to be loaded with albumen, and 
of the specific gravity 1014. He was directed to have his 
bowels freely opened with the pulv. jatap. conip., and to 
take acetate of potash and infusion of buchu. Under this 
treatment the quantity of urine gradually increased, though 
no exact note was made of the increase at first; but on 
the 3d of October (nineteen days after entering the hos- 
pital), it had reached the amount of fifty to sixty ounces 
by measure in twenty-four hours, with rather less but still 
an abundant quantity of albumen, and some diminution of 
specific gravity, being 1010 instead of 1014, as at first. 
He was then directed to take ten mitiims of tinct. ferri 
muriat. three times a day, the pulv. jui. oomp. to be con- 
tinued. Soon after tlis, he began to complain of occasional 
dimness of vision, objects disappearing from view fur a 
short time, and sjgain suddenly reappearing, and also of 
occasional slight headache, nnd of some pain in the beck. 
There was now slight osdema of the right foot. He was 
directed to take Ij. of pulv. jalap, comp. every night, and 
the iron as before. He continued gradually to improve 
under the use of these means, his strength increasing, and 
his appetite improving, and the quantity of urine increased 
at one time to eighty ounces in twenty-four hours; and on 
the 21st October, thirty-seven days after first seen, it con- 
tained but very little albumen, had reached the sp. gravity 
of 1013, and contained an abundance of phosphates. 

The obstinate constipation which continued throughout 
led tu the substitution of the extract of eiaterium, of which 
he took one-eigbth of a grain three times a day, with the 
effect of moving bis bowels very freely. Under tliis actjon 
of the bowels, the quantity of urine was reduced to thirty- 
two ounces in twenty-four hours, of specific graviiy of 
1016, the albumen atttiis time constituting about one-fifth 
of tlie whole, a proportion very much less than when 
admitted in the hospital, and it«i3 in this condition we 
must now take our leave of him. 

^he third case was in a painter, 29 year^ of age, who 
had followed that occupation filleen years, and whose case 
presets points of interest. He entered the hospital on 
the 4th of October. He bad had fix attacks of lead colic, 
and had always tieen treated with mercury, and had been 
salivated five times out of the six. During one of these 
attacks be was without a discharge from his bowels for 
seventeen days. He has been subject to attacks of rheuma- 
tism for the last seven years, affecting different parts 
at different times. He has been in thebabit of drinking 
constantly, but not very freely, for ihe lust ten years, 
usually gin, biandy, and whiskey. He never had the 
venereal disease. Has used tobacco by chewing very freely 
during fifteen years. Bowels are genenily constipated, 
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but has not been troubled with headnchc, nor palpitallon, 
nor cougb. Lungs, heart, and liver, fl|ipart!ntly heakliy. 

On admission into the hoopital (Oct. 4), his complexion 
WHS pale and doughy ; appetite whe good ; bowels costive ; 
pulse ()4, regular. His legs were very much swollen, but 
there is no record when the swelling commenced. The 
urine was loaded with albumen, ol' specific gravity 1008, 
«nd of whey color, and abundant in quuntily. No micro- 
scopical examination was made of it. lie was ordered to 
take one drachm ofpulv. jalap, compos, daily for four days. 
Two days dl^rwards, when the urine was fii'st measured, 
he was found to have passed eighty-eight ounces in twenty- 
four hours ; end two diiys after thi», one hundred ounces 
during the same period, of specific gravity 1009, and con- 
taining an abundance of albumen. The howcU had been 
moved the day be/ore Uiis. Three days later (lUii)he was' 
ordered pills conlaining one-aiiteenlh of a grain of the 
strong extract of eluterium, which operated very freely on 
bis bowels. 

On the 15tli, the swelling had nearly disappeared from 
Lis le^ but be was atill anasroic in appearance. Be was 
then passing from 100 to 110 ounces of urine in twenty- 
four hour?, which was whey-colored, and which deposited 
but very little Bcdiment, even afler standing twenty-four 
hours. No casta were then found in it, but a few blood 
globules, and a moderate quantity of epithelial matter. 
The albumen was much less abundant than at first, amount- 
ing to only about one-sixth of the whole quantity. , Spe- 
cific gravity about 1008. 

On the ICth (twelve days after admission), he was 
ordered tlie fiuid extract of senna, with the ammonio- 
cilrate of iron, and two days afterwards (on the 18tli) he 
only passed twenty-aix ouncea of urine in twenty-four 
hours. On the 21st, he passed 40 ounces, specific gravity 
1008; on the 25th, eiglity-two ounces, specific gravity 
1007. Two days alter this be was directed t4) take the 
ammonio-citrale of iron in the compound tincture of cin- 
chona, and on the Slst (twenty -seven days after admission), 
the dropsy had all disappeared. Bis appetite waa good, 
and be lelt comparatively well, and at his own request waa 
discharged The quantity of urine at tbis time was some- 
what less than it had been, but atill above the normal 
quantity. It was whey-colored, and contained about one- 
sixth of albumen. The specific gravity was not noted od 



1, exudatJon corpuscles ; 2, a few blood corpuscles ; 3, (atiy 
caat^ ; 4, torulie ; 5, no salts. 

The fourth case is one of interest in several respects. 
The patient, a seaman, {sL 30, bom in England, entered 
the hoEpilal on the 27th April, 1861. He had had a severe 
attack of typhus fever about ten years previously, and 
within three years had had gonorrhoea twice, each attack 
lasting about two raontlis, and had also had a chancre 
about a year ago. He never had had any secondary symp- 
toma It is not stated in the report of hia case whether he 
every took mercury, 

The illness which brought liim to the hospital began 
about two weeks previo]^3ly with loss of appetite, head- 
ache, tliirst, pain in the epigaatric region, etc., of which he 
complained on admission, at which t:mc bis appetite was 
very poor, bis bowels consiipntcd, skin hot and dry. Ife 
. also had headache, with occasional nauiieo, and a pulse 
about 100. Presenting the symptoraa of gastric fever, it 
was treated as such by a cathartic of calomel, fallowed by 
laxatives, and afterwards by tonics. Under this treatment 
Ihe fever left him^ and he is reported at the end of three 
weeks aa feeble, with a poorvppetite, and with indigestion, 
which was supposed Vi be his only trouble, for which he 
was ordered the compound tincture of gentian. Under 
the use of this be seemed lo have improved, when it waa 
noticed (May 31bt) thut he was passing a large quantity of 
urine, nearly 100 ounces in twenty-four hours. On exami- 
nation of the urine next day, It was found to contain a 
lat^ quantjty of albumen. At the same time he had a 



healtiiy look, having a good color of both bis face and lips, 
and saying that be felt nearly aa well as he ever did. Ko 
mention ie made of any dropsical swelling at this Ijme. 
There was no microscopical examination of the urine. 
He was now ordered to take five grains of ammonio-citrate 
of iron three times a day. 

Sixteen days after (June IGtli), it waa noted that both 
feet had lately become gtighUy swollen, without any swell- 
ing of any other parL In other respects he appears to 
have been peifectly well, hod a good appetite, etc. Be 
was now passing eighty ouncea of urine daily, in- which 
there was still an abundance of albumen. Five grains c^ 
iodide of potassium were now added to the citrate of iroit 
which he was taking. No opparent change had taken 
place in the quantity of urine passed, nor in the amcftnt of 
albumen in it, on the 7ih July, about which time seven 
grains of chlorate of potash, three times a day, were added 
by the physician then in attendance, to the iodide of potash 
and citrate of iron, five grabs each, which he had been 
taking. When first seen by me (Sept. Isi), he presented 
the appearance of a man in good health, with a counte- 
nance unusually florid, and complaining of nothing. An 
estimate of the water passed made it an average of a little 
over eighty ounces daily for the last three months, and the 
Quantity of albumen seemed to have remained without any 
perceptible change during the whole of this period. No 
microscopical examination of it had ever been made. 

He then took live grains of chlorate of potash Ibree timea 
daily until Sept. 17, when the urine was found to contain 
an abundant deposit of the phospiiatea, without any dimi- 
nution of the quantity of olmimen. Specific gravity not 
noted. He was now directed to lake three drops of nitn>- 
muriatic acid, three times a day, in half an ounce of infusion 
of gentian. Sixteen days afler (Oct. 3), he was found to be 
passing sixty-eight ounces of urine daily, of specific gravity 
about 1013, and containing still alargequantity of albumen. 
On the 15th of October his urine was of a deep yellow co- 
lor, and turbid, and contained about one-fourth part of albu- 
men by nitric acid, and also contained an abundant deposit 
of triple phoepbateaand of amorphous phosphate of lime. It 
also contained numerous casts, some containing oil-globules, 
but mostly of the largo waxy kind, Mid some unhealthy 
epithelium ; no free oil-globules were seen. He was now 
passing forty to fifty ounces of urine daily of the specific 
gravity of 1015 ; his general health seemed still good, and 
he continued to have the same florid complexion; his 
appetite was good, strength fair; he bad as pain in his 
back, but had still U» rise in the night to pass water ; the 
same treatment was continued. At the end of ten daya 
more (Oct. 25), the phosphates had disappeared from the 
urine, the quantity of which then varied from sixty to 
seventy ounces daily ; general condition the same, and 
remained unciianged until the last of.the month, when I 
ceased to see him. The quantity of albumen in the urine 
was then about one-t^rd ; no phosphates. 

The fifth case is that of a stout muscular man, laborer, a 
native of Ireland, sixty years of age, who entered the hos- 
pital June 14th. General health apparently good ; . has 
never been a hard drinker ; has bad gonorrhoea ten or 
twelve times, the last time ten years ago; and'bas bad 
chancres three timea, the last time thirty years ago, and 
bubo once; has been twice si igblly salivated, once for a 
chancre, and once, a few years ago, for diarrhcea, to oeoa- 
aional attacks of which he has been subject for many years, 
and lusting sometinies several montlis. He had one of^ these 
attacks in 1840^ and 1841 and part of 1842, over which 
medicine appeared to have little or no control; he then 
spent eight months in this hospital. He has not been trou- 
bled with diarrhcea since 1850, and has enjoyed fair health 
since that time. Four or five months ago be began to 
suffer from a dull headache, and hul also an occasional 
uncomfortable sensation in the neighborhood of the kid- 
neys, and experienced about the same time a slight loss of 
sensation and power of motion of the left leg ; he was also 
occaaionolly troubled with nausea and dimness of vision. 
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About a moiiCii before eoleriDg the Iiospital he noticed that 
hia face and fret began to swell, but uannot tell in which 
the swelling first commenced. When admitted, his face, 
anna, and hands were moderately swollen, and the feet very 
tnach BO ; his appetite was poor, liis boweb tolerably regu- 
lar ; he WBS passiiiK between eightj and one hundred oun- 
ceB of urine daily, of specific gravity 1008, which was found 
to be very albuminous ; no microscopical elimination of it 
wae made at the lime. He waa then ordered to take ace- 
tate of potash and decoction of bijchu, and at the end of 
sevent^n days (July 1), the report states that bia ^petite 
had improved, and that tlio trouble in the left leg had 
ceased; he still complained of a dull headache. The spe- 
aBe eravity of the urioe remained the aame (1008), but the 
qnanffty of albumen had diminished very much. The same 
tJvatment was continued. Nine days later tlie quantity of 
albumen was alill leas, while the specific gravity remained 
the same. Seven and a half grains of chlorate of potossa 
three times a day, were then added to the acetate of 
potassa and buchu, which he had been taking since bis 
admission. Tw«lve days later (July 21), it is stated that 
the albumen had disappeared from the urine for four or five 
dayt^ and that (he spE»:ific gravity was lOOQ, the quantity 
passed daily being from seventy to ninety ounces; the 
swelling had also left every part. The chlorate of potaasa had 
been suspended two days before, and he was now ordered 
a pill three times a day, contaitilDg one grain of quinine, 
two grains of pure Iron, and one quarter of n grain of ex- 
tract of nux vomica, on account of vomiting and loss of 
appetite for a week. On the l3t of August he was attacked 
with diarrhiBa, which was checked by opium, but whicli 
left him rather weak, for which two grains of quinine, three 
time a day, were ordered. To this was added, twalve days 
after (Aug. 15), half ounce doses, thi'eo limes daily, of a 
solution of 3 j. o( dilute phosphoric acid in a pint of wat«r. 
The phosphoric acid was auspended, Augu3t28, on account 
of diarrliixa, and <ipiimi given, the quinine being still con- 
tinued. 

When he came under my care on the 1st of September, 
he was passing a large quantity of turbid, whey-colored 
urine daily, specific gravity varying from 1008 to 1010, but 
without any albumen in it, by heat or nitric acid. There 
was no dropaical swelling. He was stout and well deve- 
loped, and had a marked Horid complezioa, wiUi a general 
appearance of good health. Still he did not feci well, and 
was suffering from a diarrhoea, having four or five stools in 
twenty-foui' houre. For this he took opium, and on the 
10th of September, the phosphorip acid was resumed, and 
given of double ihe strength. He continued with little if 
any changr, except that in the early part of October he com- 
plained of a sense of stricture across the upper part of the 
chest, which was accompanied by a slight mucous expecto- 
ration. On the IStli October he resumed the use of chlo- 
rate of potasso. At the end of the month he felt quite well, 
and was diacharged at bis own request. He then had no 
dropaical swellings. The urine had contained no albumen 
for between three and four months. It wus still, however, 
turbid and whey-colored, was of low specific gravity (1008 
to 1010), and was passed in quite large quantities. Micro- 
scopical examinalioa had detected, at least during October, 
large pale waxy casts, though no record was made of the 
md we have to regret that such examinations 
are frequent, but circumstances rendered tlie 
liem unavoidable at the proper time. 
The sixth case is one which bos just entered the hospital, 
and (»n only serve ua by its history and present condition, 
as we shall be unable to witness the result of tlie treatment 
He is a native of this city, a slioemaker, 25 yeerB of age, 
and was admitted on the 29th of October. Be is suffering 
from an injury of tJie hip, caused by the kick of a horse 
some years ago, which has given rise to a discbarge at 
times. He had a chancre about ten months. ago, which 
was cured without mercury, by local applications alone. 
He has been in the habit of drinking treely for tlie last 
live yeara. In March last he Itad an attack of acute rheu- 
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matism, but without any affection of the heart. In May 
last he first noticed a swelling of his legs, and after l^is a 
swelling of the face in the morning, which -disappeared 
ailer he got up. The swelling afterwards extendi to bis 
genitals. He noticed an Increased frequency in m^ing 
water soon after he begui to swell. He never bad any 
pain in the back. He has evidently necrosis of the len 
thigh bone. There are several sinuses which discharge 
quite freely, and the cicatrices of a few old sinuses, and t£e 
lefl leg is about four inches shorter than the right His 
appetite is pretty fair, hut he sometimes vomits after a meal. 
Bowels regular, pulse 92. Complexion pale. Condition of 
heart natural. There is effusion into the abdomen, imd also 
swelling of the legs and penis. The urine is highly albumi- 
nous, the deposit both by heat and nitric acid being from 
'one-third toone-half of Uiequantity. Specific gravity 1019. 
There has been no opportunity t« ascertain the quantity 
passed. The microscopic examination, which has been but 
a partial one, shows an abundant deposit of lithatea, and 
a few crystals of the triple phosphate, but no casts nor blood 
globules were found in the specimen examined. There was 
an abundant quantity of pcoicillum glaucum aller the urine 
had stood thirty hours. 

The seventh case was (hat of a stout German, a carman 
by occupation, twenty-seven years of age, who entered die 
hospital on the 19tb October. His family have been long- 
lived. About seven years ago he had dropsy, which lasted 
thirteen months. Ho had a chancre two years ago, but it 
is not stated whetJier he ever took mercury. About three 
months after the chancre, he had paralysis of the right side 
of Ihe face, which lasted tliree weeki', of which there has 

The day before admiasion he was attacked with dyspnoea 
for (he first time, for which he was cupped. On admission 
he was very pale, and had a very poor appetite. Bowels 
pretty regiuar; pulse 02. On examining the urine, it waa 
found to contain a lai^ quantity of albumen, and to be of 
the spec. grav. of 1008. 

Ott^xamining the heart six days after admission, (here 
were marked signs of pericarditis, double friction sound, 
extensive prtecordial dulness, etc., with considerable dys- 
pno9a. Three days afterwards the frictionsound had almost 
entirely ceased, tlere was great increase of dyspncea, and the 
prascordial dulness hod extended very much. His face was 
swollen, and had a doughy appearance, and he was very 
weak. Fulse 88. The albumen in the urine was very 
abundant Ue continued to sink, and died on the 19th 
Oct., fifteen days after admission into tlie hospital No 
autopsy could be obtained. 

We have another case now in our wards, presenting some 
symptoms which led me to look out for Bright'a Ssease, 
but nothing decisive has been found. A healtliy man, about 
twenty-five years of age, of regular habits, was brought to 
the hospital some few weeks since in a state of uncon- 
sciousness, which was at first attributed to intoxication by 
alcohol: but when first seen, the symptoms did not cor- 
respoDti with the poisoning from that cause. He was slow 
in recovering from the stupor in which he was when 
brought here ; and as consciousness returned, it was found 
(hat lie was paralysed in his lower limbs. When suffi- 
ciently restored to give an account of himself, he stated 
(and there was good reason to place confidence in his 
Btatemenl), that he had not been drinkino-, at least only 
very moderately, and that he woa struck with entire uncon- 
sciousness almoet at once. It wae then surmised that per- 
haps he might have taken drugged liquor, but there was 
no good evidence of thia. His mind returned to its normal 
atate very slowly, and he was still slower in recovering the 
use of hia limbs. After some time it was noticed that be 
was passing large quantities of urine, which was of a whej 
color, turbid, of low epedfic gravity, and amounting to 100 
(o 120 ounces in twenty-four hours, which continued for 
some weeks. He was in two instances attacked violently 
with vomiting, the first attack lasting several days, and at 
last yielding to morphine. The urine was carefi^ly eza- 
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nrinM] fbr Albumen nevenl timeH, without fitidiiig mj, md 
no caste nor any other evidence of Bright's dineBse could 
be detected hj the microscope, i call jour attenlion to 
this case in this connexion, because oue writer on the sub- 
ject of albuminnria mentions tlie discharge of a large quan- 
tity of whey-colored urine aa a atrong indication of the exists 
enee of serious disease or the kidneys. 

But we must defer the further contdderation of the sub- 
ject until our neit meeting. 



dDri^inal Commumfafifliis. 

HA3 THE BRAIN SUBSTANCE ANY SENSI- 

■BIUTY t 

Br GEO. B. WILLSON, M.D., 



t answers this question in the ne^tive. On 
page 649 of the 1866 American Edition of Ins Prindpla 
of Human PhytMogy, he says : — " Even the Bubstance of 
Uie brain and the nerves of special sensation appear to be 
destitute of this endowment" — sensibility. At page 634 he 
says : — " All the results of experiment concur lo establish 
the &ct that no irritation, either of the vesicular or of the 
fibrous substance, produces either sensation or motion," 
He continues: — " These results are borne out by patholo- 
gical observations in man; for it has been frequently 
remarked, when it has been necessary to separate protrud- 
ed portions of the brain from the remainder, that this has 
given rise to no sensation even in cases in which the mind 
has been perfectly clear at the time," In several other 
places he expresses the same opinion, and seems to regard 
it as a settled fact. I have serious doubU of the reliabilily 
of this teaching, and I would like to have an expression on 
the subject from other obserr^ts. It is quite proper that 
we, as a general thing, admit the teaching of high aiflhority 
BB true, even if it goes contrary to old and cherished opi- 
nions; but that feeling of deference sliould not lead us to 
distielieve the positive evidence of our seniles on the point, 
nor should it even be allowed for a moment to deter us 
fWim making experiments of our own on the subject when- 
ever opportunity offers. One of the most injurious prac- 
tices, heretofore in the profesraon, has been the unreserved 
acceptation of the dicta of great men as settled dogmata, on 
which further investigation would be useless: there is no 

?uestion whatever in medicine that should be so regarded. 
do not mean to inculcate habitual scepticism, or advise 
men to " seek for doubts," It is already too plain to us, 
that our profession involves 80 much guessing, uiat it is our 
duty to avoid rather than court cavilling at its teachings. 
It becomes us, however, as scientific students, to avoid 
dc^matism under every guise. 

Entertaining the opinions just enunciated as reliable, I 
Deed no further apology for saying that, of late, I have been 
inclined to question the correctness of Dr. Carpenter's teacb- 
ing on the subject in hand. My reasons are as follows: — 

last year I reported two cases of severe injury of the 
brain: one a wound by a circular naw, the other a severe 
gunshot wound, where considerable (probably six or eight 
ounces} of brain substance was lost The saw-cut must 
have been nearly three inches deep (though its depth was 
not measured), and some seven or eight inches long, directed 
across the head, and severing the superior longitudinal 
•inua. In the report of tliat case J did not refer to the 
Bensations of the patient while I scooped the sawdust of 
the dcull from the wound with a lai^ grooved director : I 
irill add now that he felt, distinctly, the passage of the 
director as it was carried from one extremity to the other 
of the wound. He complained of pain only when the 
instmrnent acraped against the scatp, but he lelt its point 
down in the bottom of the wound, and several times 
winced aa it passed over particular parts. This case showed 



that there was sensation — nensibitlty — but it did not prove 
an appreciation of its different degrees. 

Here let me explain for a moment as \a how I regard 
touch and pain, as contradistinguished from eadi ouier. 
I think they are the same in kind, and differ only in degree. 
Touch excites sensalion, but without any disagreeable feel- 
ing. When touch is perceived more acutely it produces 
uneasiness; and a still keener and Gner appre<dation of it 
becomes pain. The (acuity of touch I therefore regard as 
one with that which makes us feel pain. Sensibili^ consists 
of degrees — one of which is touch, another pain. Where 
that which would produce pain in some cases is not felt aa 
such, but merely as toucA or contact, I do not say that sen- 
sibility is lost, hut only that the power of discerning be- 
tween different degrees of it is lost, or is wanting, aim this 
I regard as the normal condition of the brain. 

In the second case which I reported — that of a severe 
gunshot wound of the brwn, with great destruction of sub- 
stance — I recounted the experiments made at the time in 
presence of numerous witnesses. Those experiments proved. 
conclusively, that in that case, at least, uiere was a good 
degree of sensibility in the brain tissue, and in the meninges. 
I expected that ere this many interested in this subject 
would either express suspicions as to the exactness of the 
report, or would at least have had attention called to this appa- 
rently Momalous sensibility of the brain : neither was the 
case, however, and consequently oneof my objects in mak- 
ing the report has been rendered futile. I now wish to recall 
the attention of the reader to those cases, and particularly 
to the experiments made and reported with the latter. In 
that case there was very extensive destruction of the cerebral 
substaoce, so that some seven or eight ounces of it must 
have beon scooped out in a broken and disorcaniEed con- 
dition, thus leaving a large irregular cavity in lie wounded 
hemisphere. Into this cavity I inserted my finger, and 
moved it about in different directions, and pressed with it 
first to one and then to the other ade, and asked the 
patient what sensations he experienced. Though he did 
•ot complain of pain, yet he accurataly desciij^d the move- 
ments of my finger ; and, when I left it at rest, could define 
its locality as well as I could. Then, when I substituted a 
metallic instrument for my fineer, he could and did define 
the difference of sensation produced, as sccurafely as if (he 
wound was in any other part of the body. Again, when 
instead of putting my finger into the cavity within the 
cerebrum I pnt it outside on the surface of the brain be- 
neath the skull, in different places, he defined its location 
exactly. Though he di4 not complain of pain, but on the 
contrary said he felt no pain whatever during the experi- 
mental operations, yet the sense of touch, as such, ap- 
peared to be quite perfect in eveir part of the hrwn I 
examined. And the opening in the ^ull, as I had enlarged 
it, permitted not only the introduction of the whole finger, 
but also a port of the metacarpal bone equal to nearly two 
inches. Itisquite certain that the point of my finger reached 
quite beyond the anterior inferior edge of the tentorium, 
and consequently into the most distant part of ihe cere- 
brum ; from that part to the anterior surface I had ample 
opportunity ot testing the sensibiUty, and it was as I have 
described. 

I do not say that " one swallow shall make a summer," 
but I wish to have those cases kept in mind to put with 
others. It may be that many similar cases have occurred, 
but, because of their unusual features as compared with the 
opinions of Carpenter and others, (hey have been neglected. 
It is desirable to see how many such cases come up, and 
whether the evidence from them is to be the rule or the 
exception. 

The instance given by Carpenter, as above cited, of excis- 
ing parts of the brain, is not worth much if many such cases 
as Icite occur ; because those parts excised were in cflBca 
of htmia ctrtbri, and in their excision only the adventitious 
growth (in all probability) was interfered with. The sensi- 
bility of tissues of such rapid growth in any part of the body 
is generally very imperfect, end that a cerebral hta^ift 
Digiiizea oy Vj OOQ 1 C 
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opiniona of others on the subject, but I desire thu they 
should kiwajs bear this simple fsct in mind — that abtence of 
tense of pain it not absence of tenaibility. 

It may be proper to add that the two cases meotioned 
are in the third volume of the Mbdioai. Tubs, pages 1G5 
and 237. 



CASES IN MILITARY SURGERY. 
obiiSBoT nouBDS or the abimhbh, thorax, thioh, 

ARM, 4ND HASD. 

Br WILLIAM O'MBAQHER, M.D., 

(?tin*W Wound of ike Inlatina — Peritonilie — Death — 
Auti^ty. — John Mallon, private, Company O., 37th N. Y. Y,, 
was wounded in a midnight attacit on the enemy, at Colches- 
ter, Ta., on the 27th January, 1862. Thougli considerably 
shocked, he was still able to assist his comrades to batter 
in the door of the house occupied by the enetuy, when he 
saak exhausted. He was thence conveyed on horseback 
seven miles to the village of Acotiak, where I attended 
him. On examination I found his pulse small, and beating 
120 to the minute; his features ghastly, and expressive of 
profound prostration. Though he suffured severely he was 
entirely conscious, and able to indicate the wounded part. 
StimulanU, combined with morphia, were administered at 
intervals, until reaction and relief were produced, to some 
extent; meanwhile I was pursuing the examination. 

The hall — apparently a lai^ conical one— entered the 
body at the upper part of the sacro-iliac symphysis, frac- 
turing the posterior superior spinous process, passing in- 
wards obliquely towards the spinal column, being finally 
lost in the abdominal cavity, wounding the intestjnes. I 
had come to this conclusion after a rapid survey of the 
attending symptonxt. With a moderate reaction came rest- 
lessness, hiccough, nausea, and pain, referred to the right 
iliac fossa, in wnich, guided by his sensations, I presamed 
the ball hod lodged. Repeated examinations, howetrr, 
failed to discover any evidence of its precise locality. The 
bladder appeared to be uninjured. 

After the removal of a few spicula of bone from the 
wound, which was closed at the bottom of the psoas mus- 
cle, nothing more remained to be done than to close it ex- 
ternally with a light compress of lint and a broad bandage 
around the hips, stimulants and opiates being repeated at 
intervals. 

Next morning he was conveyed in a field ambulance to 
the regimental nospital, a further distance of about eight 
miles, and though the roads were in a most frightful con- 
dition, still, by careful driving and adequate assistance, he 
was brought in dive, and apparently not much worse for 
his long nde. He was kept constanuy under the influence 
of morphia, and fluid nourishment, together with stimulants. 
On the third day, symptoms of subacuto peritonitis super- 
vened. The narcotic was gradually increased, and emol- 
lient anodyne epithems applied to the abdomen, which was 
becoming tympanitic, but not very painful on pressure. As 
before stated, the pain was referred mostly to the right 
iliac fossa. 

Under this palliative treatment he grew somewhat better, 
though the prominent symptoms remdned nearly the same, 
until the eighth day, when a spontaneous natural move- 
ment of the bowels took place, inducing a funt hope that 
perjiaps he might recover. But an uncontrollable diar- 
rbcea set in immediately afterwards, the evacuations being 
very profu.^ and entirely purulent; obstinate vomiting, 
incessant hiccough^ low deUnum, uid collapse supervened, 
and continued until he died on the sixteenth day. 

The autopsy, made eight houra afterwards, revealed the 
following state of things :.*-The ball had entered the 
body as oefore stated, furrowing the psoas muscle, passing 
over the promontory of the sacrum, aeainst which it was 
flattened, poeteriwly, into the r^t iliae fooa, wounding 






iterior part of the ocecum, about an inch from the ap- 
pendix, furrowing again the iliacus muscles, thence deflected 
upwards by the right itium, wounding the traiuversa colon, 
anteriorly, in two places — entrance and exit being about 
three inches asunder — and was finally discovered between 
the bladder and rectum. It was a conical rifle ball, weigh- 
ing nearlv one ounce. The intestines were attached in 
several places to one another, to the abdominal pariete^ 
especially on the right side, and to the omentum, which 
was distmguishablu as a thin membrane, considerably ex- 
panded, and in a state of decomposition. Dndemeatii the 
ctecum was a well of pus, which, tt^ether with the other 
purulent fluids removed from the abdomen, and what was 
previously passed at stool, would certainly amount to more 
than a gallon. Fibrinous clots covered the surface of the 
intestines, in thick, soft, and bhickish patches, which were 
(hen aasuming ail the appearances of decomposition. 
Throughout tiie entire intestinal tract this was atrikingjj 
evident. 

This case excited a good deal of interest among the 
surgeons of the brigade, who look upon it as a very remark- 
able instance of life prolonged under such disadvantages 

Gunshot Wound of IniesUnei — DtatK in Tin Mmrs. — 
James MoClellan, Co. H, 1st New Jersey Cavalry, while 
patrolling the Richmond road beyond Fobick Kun, in. 
advance of our pickets, about 7 a.il, Feb. 34th, was 
wounded from an ambuscade, the ball entering the body an 
inch to the right of the spine, in the vicinity of the kidnev, 
and passing quite through half an inch below the umbifi- 
cua. The small intestine was severed completely, the 
wound extending also to the mesentery, from which pro- 
fuse hemorrhage occuired both externally and internally. 
Shortlv afterwards vomiting set in, during which the 
wounded intesdne was in pul protruded, indicating the 
nature of the injury. He was then tn artKulo mortis, and 
it appeared utterly imffossible to do anything more than 
alleviate his sufienngs by morphia, ete. He never rallied, 
and died at four in the afternoon, while I was in another 
part of the field to look after a detachment of the regiment 
who were engaged with the enemy. 

Gtiniliot Wound of Thorax, lAOig, Diaphragm, IAi>*r, 
Vena Cava Asoendens, StoTnach, etc. — Dtatk in a fno 
mimita. — Laurence Olynn, private, Go. B., received his 
death wound on tiie same day in a skirmish with the 
enemy, near Colchester, on the Occoquam Creek. He 
lived only a few minutes. The ball entered the rig^t side of 
the thorax, fracturing the ninth rib near the angle, wound- 
ing the lower border of lung, then passing trough the 
diaphragm, tearing open thehver, the ascending cava, the 
stemach posteriorly in two places, at the leaser and greater 
cufvatures, the diaphragm again, the left pleum, fracturing 
the tenth rib anteriorly, and finally fracturing both bones of 
left forearm near the upper thir^ The heart was found 
completely empty, while the thorax and abdomen were 
entirely filled by the resulling hemorrhage. 

Qvnshot Wound of Thigh, narrow acape of Femoral 
Vestdt. — Michael Hussey, private, Co. D., was wounded on. 
the evening of the same day, the ball entering the right 
thigh near the lower angle of Scarpa's space, passine up- 
wards and escaping posteriorly in the gluteal furrow. Very 
Uttle hemorrhage occurred, though be walked a consider- 
able distance back to the picket station. A ping of sorwed 
lint was inserted into each opening, and a roller baodlge 
applied, this being kept wet with an evaporating lotion. 
Next day he was removed to the regimenUl hospital, and 
for two weeks following little more was done, except to 
^ply a poultice. By this time he was able to walk about, 

bad symptom having occurred to mar his speedy ooD- 



Compowid Comminuted fS-aeturt of I 
Patrick Mnllam, private, Go. Q., was woonded in the same 
skirmish in the left arm, in all probability by a buUet from 
a ]Argo revolver, while in the act of reloading his rifle. His 
arm dropped useless by his side, and it is said the brave 
Mow wanted to oontinue fighting, looking aronQd 1« pkk 



c Dy 



Coc^lt; 



20R 



REPORTS OF HOSPITALS. 



Ujp the arm, which he had supposed wm shot completely off, 
Tnere was a most extensive compound comminuted frac- 
ture oC the humerus, at the junction of the upper and mid- 
dle third, wiih considerable laceration of the soil parte. 
The ball passed through the arm posteriorly to the great 
vessels aud nerves, which appeared to be uninjured, though 
the exit of the wound was lai^ enough to admit a small- 
MBed hand, and entered the body underneath the pectoral 
muscles, from which it was subsequently removed by inci- 
rion. He also received two otiier wounds from amul shot 
in the thumb of same side and instep of right foot, which, 
however, were not of sufficient importance to cause any 
anxiety. 

Several spicula of bone were removed, pasteboard splints 
and bandages applied, and the arm placed in a sling. Stl' 
mulanta and opiates were admlniatered, and next morning 
he was sufficiently relieved to bear transportation to the 
regimental hospital. At the second dressing, the wound 
was cleaned more effectually by a syringe and water, and 
the fragments of bone brought into position so as to over- 
lap to some extent. This, of course, produced considerable 
shortening of the arm, but under the circumstances it 
seemed the only alternative left, inasmuch as operative pro- 
cedure, especially ampatatiou at the shoutder-joint, or even 
at the point of Iracture, was neither necessary nor desira- 
ble. 1 was guided in this respect as well by common 
sense as by the. favorable opinions of the other surgeons of 
the Brigade, whose advice I asked freely, and their views, I 
am happy to say, <X)incided with my own. The muscles of 
themselves had contracted, naturally bringing the fractured 
ends nearly in apposition, so it only remained for me to 
keep them in that situation by a tighCfplint, a roller bandage 
round the axis of the arm, and a figure-of-eight bandage 
so arranged as to support the elbow effectually. An ordi- 
nary sling was added, and the whole supported by a small 
pillow. The only dressing or application was lead and 
opium wuh, the wounds being tilled in with shredded lint, 
and dressed every or every other day. In a short time a 
slow but steady improvement was manifested, indicated by 
healthy granulations and free suppuration. His appetite 
was remarkably good throughout, for besides his usual meals 
of meat, eggs, and other solids, he drank beef tea, milk 
punch, egg nog, and other stimulants ad libitum. 

In about three weeks the external wound closed, and the 
internal one was gradually filling with granulations. 
Nothing was now used as dressing but the shredded lint, 
dry, the bandages being still adjusted, and t!ie splint applied 
in the manner before stated. He was then sent to the 
General Hospital at Alexandria, in consequence of the regi- 
ment receiving marcliing orders, but I presume he will 
recover with a useful arm, in due time, by proper care and 



Compmmd Comminuted liyacture of the Middle and 
Ring Fingert of Left Hand. — Maurin Walsh, private, Co. 
D., was shot on the 2Dth of January, the discharge taking 
efiect in the lefl hand, fracturing the second and third 
joints and neighboring phalanges, and lacerating the soft 
parts considerably. The second joints were entirely de- 
stroyed and the others seriously injured. The tops of the 
fingers were barely held on by the uninjured parts, but, 
though the phalanges were comminuted, they still preserved 
a certun amount of continuity sufficient to give a fiiint 
hope that the fingers might be Baved, Accordingly, the 
disintegrated portions of bone and loose flesh were re- 
moved, splints applied, and a terebinth dressing used for a 
few days. At first it speared extremely doubtful whether 
conservative surgery would acquire any credit from this 
attempt, but a little more patience on the part of both 
patient and surgeon brought about the desired^ reaulL By 
repeated and careful manipulation and moulding-, so to 
speak, the fingers gradually resumed their norm^ shape, 
and now (March 31st) they are nearly healed up with every 
prospect of usefiil fingers, but of course artificial joints. 

A similar case occnrred shortly afterwards to private 
UttTpbr ^ Co. F., in whom the btli pawod tbroogfa tlie 



second joint of right index finger, producing a like wound, 
but not so severe or dangerous. In a week or so it healed 
up considerably, with simple water dressing and a splint. 



gfports of gosgitals. 

BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 

COMPRESSION AND LACEHATIOH OF BRAIN. 
ILLVSTRATED WITB CISES. 

Is no class of .diseases do the symptoms so often lielie 
themselves in regard to ^gnlficance as in injuries of the 
brain. The various phenomena regarding the condition of 
the pupil, the occurrence of vomiting, convulsions, etc., 
claimed as indicative of the existence of particular lesions, 
have been proved to be, by experience, wholly unreliable ; 
in fact, the autopsy under' these circumstances not unfre- 
quently shows the existence of a condition the exact oppo- 
site of what iiad been previously suspected. This being the 
case, we are forced W admit that a great many relations of 
cause and effect have to be explained in a somewhat dif- 
ferent way than formerly. The following oases will illus- 
trate some of the discrepancies alluded to : — 
SEBTIC^ or DB. STEPHEN SMITH. 

Cask I. — Compresiion of the Brain ocauUmed by a Blow 
upon the Shall. (Reported by Henry M. Lthan, M.D., 
House Surgeon.)— Mary M,, an exceedingly intemperate 
Irish woman, beL 35, and married to a soldier, while 
engaged, October I3th, in cclebratinc her husband's safe 
return from the wars, received a fall which produced a 
small scalp wound iialf way between the right ear and the 
spine of the occiput. The next day, at four o'clock p.m., 
sue was brought to the hospital, apparently in a state of 
intoxication, bleeding profusely fi-om the wound on her 
head. An emetico-catharlic was administered, and the 
stomach and bowels were fully relieved by its action. The 
matter ejected from the siomach exhaled an unmistakable 
alcoholic odor. Two hours after admission the patient 
manifested a degree of consciousness — could ait up and 
answer questions, though with the air of a person still 
under the influence of liquor. The condition of the pupils 
and of the pulse was quite natural. At two o'clock the 
next morning an epileptiform convulsion of the right side 
took place. From this time convulSons continued to recur 
every few minutes. At seven o'clock in tlie morning the 
convulsions affected the left side principally. At nine 
o'clock both sides were alike convulsed; there 'was froth- 
ing at the mouth, stertorous breathing, conaUint oscillation 
of the head. The pulse was J46,'fhe skin was moist, the 
pupils were of natural dimensions, and responded sluggishly 
to the infiuence of the light. An exploratory incision 
through the scalp revealed no indication of a fracture of 
the skulL The patient soon became profoundly comatose, 
and died at half past eleven o'clock in the evening. 

After the completion of the coroner's inquest the cra- 
nium was opened, by permission of that functionary. 
There was no fracture of the skull. The effusion of serous 
fluid under the arachnoid was abundant, especially at the 
base of the brain. Upon the surface of the left hemisphere 
of (he brain, direclly opposite the point of external injury, 
was a small clot of blood filling the sulci, and overlying the 
convolutions of Ihat organ. Ifo other abnormal appear- 
ances were remarked. 

Cask II. — Vndrprewtd Fractart of the SkuU; Cohaa- 
tion; Comprtuion; Death. (Reported by Dr. H. M. Lt- 
HAs,) — An unknown man, apparently thirty years of age, 
was brought l« the hospital at seven o'clock a.m., Nov. 
23d. At about nine o'clock the previous evening he was 
seen to fall into an area, whence he was removed to a 
police Blation-bouse. He soon vomited freely, and was 
placed in a cell i but in the morning, finding that be was 
■tupid Kidspecohle«,tliao£c«rtrK)qK»tadEimtotheboe- 
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EiUL On ltdmisiiion the patient waa placed in bed, wiih 
Dt bottles at his feet. His akin was moist and coot; his 
pulse was slow and soft; hia respiration was natural, but 
suggestive of alcoholic potations; his pupils were slightly 
contracted and glu^^ish ; there was no evidence of parGTyHis, 
though the patient was ptotbundly unconscious. The ali- 
mentary canal was thorouibly evacuated without the agency 
of medicine, otherwise the patient remained without any 
alteration of symptoms till night. Thit next morning hia 

Sulae was fiill and rapid, and the lell pupil was dilated, 
he muscles supplied by the facial nerve upon the right 
BJdo soon exhibited evidence of paralysis. During the 
coarse of the afternoon the patient made several attempts 
to get out of bed ; but for the most part of the time he was 
perfectly comatose and motionless. At Tour o'clock p.il, 
ite died. , 

Aitlopti/, twentj-four hours after death. — The body pre- 
sented DO marks of estemal injury. The scalpi which nad 
been repeatedly examined before death, was perfectly na- 
tural and healthy in appearance, showing no sign of con- 
tusion or disease of any kind. On removing the occipito- 
frontalia muscle the pericranium covering the left parietal 
bone was somewhat discolored with blood. There was a fis- 
sure of the skull, extending horizontally, from a point about 
one inch above the left ear, three-quarters uf the distance to 
the median line posteriorly, producing a rupture of the pos- 
terior brandies of the middle meningeal artery. A large clot 
of blood was int«rposed between the inner table of the bone 
and the dura mater beneath the fracture. The membranes 
of the brain were much con^stfid, and several of the smaller 
vessels were ruptured at different points upon the surface 
of the left hemisphere. There was considerable laceration 
of the sufwriicial cerebral substance, occasioning great extra- 
vasation of blood, at the lower and anterior surface of the 
anterior and middle lobes of the left hemisphere, but with- 
out dbcoloralion or softening of the adjacent brain tissue. 
The left lateral ventricle contained nothing unusual ; the 
right ventricle was completely filled with serous fluid; the 
choroid plexuses were pale. The right lung was bound by 
old adhesions. to the cosUil pleura; with this single excep- 
tion, the thoracic and abdominal organs seemed to be per- 
fectly healthy. 

Case III. — ExlravaeatioD. of Blood from Blow tipon the 
Head. — (Reported by B. A. SE0i;n, M.D., House Surgeon.) 
Terrence Fiizsimmons, ffit 28, single, printer, bom in New 
York, intemperate. Several times during the year past 
has fallen in paroxysms of convulsions. Nov. 11th. — Found 
by the police lying on tlie pavement in on insensible con- 
dition. Admitted to Beltevue Hospital at nine a.m. 

He had a coutused wound on right side, extending up- 
wards one inch from the upper portion of the superciliury 
ridge, by which the bone was ex|joaed. 

U-ave no evidence of consciousness. No power of volun- 
tary motiot;. Slight refiez action followed severe pinching; 
most on the right side. Pulse full, a httle frequent. Re- 
spiration heavy, occasionally snoring. Pupils dilated: tlie 
right most In the evening he could take no food. Coma 
deep. Respiration more rapid. Decubitus dorsal. Bow- 
els tympanitic; responded to injection. Urine retained. 
2d day. — Pulse 110, small ; respiration 36. Had three con- 
vulsive paroxysms, confined to left aide. Twenty-five 
hours after admission death occurred. 

Aviopty, 30 hours after death. — Body well nourished, 
Several slight contusions. Extravaaalion of blood in tlie 
tissues about the scalp wound. Beneath tlie dura mater, 
all over the right hemisphere of the bruin, was an extrava- 
sation of blood. The brain was normal in color and con- 
sistence. Bloody serum in the ventricles and at the base 
of the brain. Fatty degeneration of the liver and kidneys. 



VrrAt Statistics of 1861. — Id the year 1661 the births 
in Great Britain were 802,698, and the deaths 497,624, so 
that the natural incr^se was 304,974.— .SHt. Med. Jour. 



^fporis of Jlorktifs. 

NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

Stated Meruis, F«1>nlM7 M. US), 

DB. T. G. FINNRLL, FEEStDENT, UI TttS CBAIB. 

(CanUntudfrompagilM.) 

LAHKAOEODS TnMOR OF THK IKTEBTINK. 

Dr. Loohib presented a specimen of tumor of the intes- 
tine, removal from a German, 53 years of ^e, who waa 
admitted into Bellevue Hospital on the 14th of last J'anu- 
ary. From hia history no trace of hereditary predi^oai- 
tion to disease could be traced. The patient stated that 
he had always been well with the exception of an occa- 
sional attack of rheumatism, until five weeks previous to 
his admission into the bospilaL He was then atlAcked 
with severe pain in his abdomen, after drinking freely of 
beer. The pun, which he ascribed to the drint was con- 
stant, and at times it was so severe that it compelled him to 
go to bed. Most of the time, however, he was able to 
attend to his bu^ness. On bis admission he had a pale 
emaciated appearance; his countenance was anxious; his 
pulse was feeble, and about 90 per minute ; his extremities 
were disposed to be cold ; his skin clammy ; and he was 
extremely weak, though able to walk around hie ward. 
He had lost his appetite entirely, and complained conti- 
nually of this pain in his abdomen, which was sometimes so 
severe as to cau^e him to vomit A pByaical examination 
of his chest revealed s lo'id systolic murmur, heard with 

Seatest intensity at the apex, and transmitted around the 
i »de, so that behind at the border of the scapula the 
sound was almost as distinct as in front The rhythm of 
the heart was perfect The abdomen was tumid, and was 
excessively tender on pressure in each iliac fossa. A tumor 
was reacUly detect«d in the left fide, on tracing the outline 
of which it was found to extend from tlie lower border of 
the rib down to the ramus of the pubea, and was about a 
hand's breadth in width. On examination per rectum a 
tumor was abo detected, which seemed to communicate 
,with the one felt through the abdominal walls. The whole 
abdominal surlace wns, however, so tender as to render it 
impossible for a thorough examination to be made. The 
patient remained in about that condition until the 8th of 
Febniary, when he was seized with symptoms of acute 
peritonitis, of which he died in tlie course of six days afier, 
Autopiij. — On making the autopsy the pericardium was 
found firmly adherent to the heart The heart itself was 
not much enlarged, though the mitral valves were insaffi- 
cient. On laying open the abdomen it was found to con- 
tain about six quartsof clear light-colored serum. The peri- 
toneum covering the abdominal walla was the seat of afiirin- 
ous-looking deposit about half an inch in thickness. This 
deposit was also found on die surface of the intestines, and 
could easily be scraped off with the finger noil. It covered 
also all the organs which were covereii by peritoneum, and 
were seen upon the under surface of the diaphragm. The 
greater omentum was filled with this deposit, and was 
lirmly adherent to the abdominal wall by fibrinous bands; 
this was also the case with the lesser omentum. On rais- 
ing the descending and transverse colon it was found 
firmly adherent; and in this situation a tumor was dis- 
covered with the following dimensions :— eight inches lon^, 
four in width, and four in thickness. On laying open this 
tumor it was found to present the appearance of raw pork, 
and when cut into allowed the knife to come directly into 
the inteatine. The tumor seemed to have been developed 
in the walls t)f the intestine. A tumor of sioiilar character 
was found in the rectum. Microscopical examination of, 
the exudation upon the peritoneum showed it to be no- 
thing more than the products of inflammation, while I^. 
L. believed the tumor to be cancerous in character. All 
the other organs of the body were healthy. 
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Dr. Clark remftrked that he had never seen s depoflit of 
lardaceous lleaae in the walla of the intestine that contained 
ft cancer cell. He noticed that Dr. Loomis merely expressed 
ft belief that the deposit was cBocerous, and it struck him 
Uut it was worth while to be quit« sure about it, inasmuch 
as the true lardoceous tissue was simply fibrinous degenera- 
tion with an iofiilration of serum. He was strongly 
impressed with that fact early in his microscopical stu- 
dies. Having prepared some specimens of this tissue, 
he found that it resembled bo strongly sections of the 
fibrinous tumoc of the uterus, that, having a piece of 
each on a slide, lie was of^n at a loss to determine 
which belonged to the uttrus and which t<i the intes- 
tine. Going on to Boston about this time, he was met 
with ■ vast amount of incredulity with regard to such 
fibrous tissne being- what ia called cancer of the intestine. 
Ever since then the fact impressed Itself upon his mind that 
cancer cells were wanting in such tissue. In concluslou he 
stated that he hod never met with such a tumor of the 
intestine that was half so large. 

Dr. Looms slated that he had not examined any portion 
of the tumor by the microscope, but Prof. A. Flint, Jr., to 
whom he gave a small piece, positively afBrmed that no 
cancer cells existed in the mass. Other gentlemen, how- 
ever, who had examined the specimen, were of a totally 
different opinion. 



Dr. Odrdon Buck exhibited a specimen of iutussuscep- 
tion of the ileum,"and furnished the following history: — 
The patient was a female infant, four months and one week 
old, who was nourished both from the breast and spoon, 
and enjoyed every advantage of good nursing and the most 
favorable hygienic conditions. The only indisposition she 
had ever sufiered from had been relieved by a single smalt 
dose of castor oil During the day, Feb. I4th, preceding 
this attack, she was lively and happy, and had an evacua- 
tion fxoai the bowels of perfectly healthy appearance. 
Between ten and eleven o clock m the evening, as her 
mother was preparing to retire, she waked out of sleep, 
■creaming apparently from severe pain, and soon vomiteii 
the contenta of her stomach, and had an evacuation of the 
bowels. Every soothing measure was employed during 
the night that an experienced mother could think of. An 
enema of warm water was administered, and was soon fol- 
lowed by the discbai^ of a small quantity of ochre-colored, 
soft, ftetil matter, with a minute streak of blood upon the 
diaper. She refused the breast, and when the pain seemed 
most severe would draw up her limbs. No straining or 
tenesmus accompanied these paroiysros of pain. When 
first viuted the next morning (18th) vomiting still con- 
tinued at intervals of half on hour to an hour, and was 
accompanied with a faint cry of suffering, and drawing up 
of the limbs, A slightly increased warmth of the hands 
and acceleration of the pulse were observable. The face 
was placid, and the rcRp:rDtion*undisturbed. She now took 
the breast, and drank with e^^rness. The abdomen was 
supple and not at all distended. A rubefacient poultice 
was directed to the abdomen, and two small doses of mag- 
nesia and bi-carbonate of soda were given at an interval of 
three hours. At evening a small evacuation from the 
bowels followed an enema, and the fluid vomited was 
tinged with yellow and greenish bilious matter. Ordered, 
Q. Elix. opli McMunn, gutt, lij.; sacch. alb. p. 3ss. ; aque 
camphor, jj. To take half a teaspoonful every two or 
three hours. 

19tb, morning. — Vomiting still continued, though less 
frequeut; disposed to sleep. Stop the sedative mixture. 
Ordered hydrarg, c. creta, gr. j. ; sodte bicaib., sacch. alb. 
pulv., &i. gr. ij.: to be repeated in three houis. At even- 
ing no evacuation had taken place ; the vomiting continued ; 
the fluid ejected from the stomach was of a brownish color. 
A consultation was held with Dr. Thomas F. Cock late in 
the evening, and a careful examination of the abdomen 
made for t£a purpose of detecting, if posnUe, the seat of 



the obstruction of the bowels, the existence of which was 
suspected from the character of the symptoms. The abdo- 
men, though still supple, was beginning to be somewhat 
tympanitic A firm, well defined tumor, was now recog- 
nised extending above and below the umbilicus over « 
space of five or six inches, and^to either side of the median 
line within a space of three or'four inches. It was some- 
what movable, dull on percussion, and disconnected from 
the liver and spleen above. While handling it the child 
winced, and gave signs of uneaslnees. This discovery con- 
firmed the suspicion of obstruction. 

20th. — Convulsions supervened in the morning, some- 
times affecting the face and limbs of one side only, and at 
other times affecting both sides ahke. Hiccough also occa- 
sionally accompanied (he vomiting. These symptoms con- 
tinued throughout the day and evening, with intervals of 
consciousness ; no evacuation from the bowels took place. 
Patient died at midnight, having survived the attack 
about seventy-two hours. After death a patch of riscid, 
tough, bloody matter, from the anus, was found upon the 

Poil-mortera teramiuatum, fourteen hours after decease. 
— Limbs supple and free from cadaveric rigidity. Abdomen 
greatly distended. The tumor observed during life could 
not be distinguished by palpation. The peritoneal cavity 
being tsid open a moderate quantity of bloody serum 
escaped, and the small intestines alone were brought into 
view, pale and distended. By displacing them on the right 
side a portion of large intestine was discovered, fleshy and 
firm to the feel, and of a dark greyish, livid color ; it was 
found to consist of the coecum, ascending and right half of 
the transverse colon, and contained in its cavity the ileum, 
which had become intuasuacepted. The vermiform uipen- 
dix lay in situ, swollen, and of the color of a clot of blood. 
No adhesions or exudations of lymph were found on these 
surfaces. The left half of the transverse colon, and all be- 
yond it to the anus, was pale, empty, and shrunken. On 
laying open tJie enlarged portion of colon the intussuscep- 
ted ileum was brought into view, livid and gangrenous: its 
mucous surface, wliich lay exposed, was coated with a 
greyish purple exudation of tlie thickness of the finger 
nail, easily scraped off', and bringing into view a deep 
puriile surface underneath. • 

The distal extremity of the intussuscepted gut presented 
an orifice through which a boii^e was passed along its 
whole length Into the ileum above-tbe valve. At least fif- 
teen inches of ileum were estimated as involved in the 
strangulation. The coats of tlie large intestine Inclosing 
the incarcerated ileum had undergone no apparent change. 

In conclusion Dr. Buck remarked :~-'niis case perhaps is 
remarkable from tlie entire absence of any antecedents 
which could be connected with this attack as a cause ; the 
child being in perfect health up to the time the alarming 
symptoms were ushered in. The age is that at which it 
occurs most frequently. In a paper by Dr. Lewis Smith, 
in which fifty cases are reported, 1 think more than « 

Suarter occurred between the ages of three and wx months, 
believe that tenesmua and bloody stools are a frequent 
accompaniment; they were, however, absent in this in- 
stance. There were no exudations upon the viscera, neither 
were there adhesions, but simply fluid effusions in the 
cavity of the abdomen. 

Dr. Smith stated that in nearly all cases under one year of 
age antecedent symptoms were unusual. 
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circumstances. She came home from school on a 
Monday, complaining of a sick stomach and headache, and 
was put to bed. Becoming much worse on the morning 
of Tuesday a physician was sent for, who wrote two nro- 
Boriptions, and Ml directions with the motlter as to iMr 
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mode of adminiBtration. The prescription was so badly 
written that several dniggists were unnble to decipher it ; 
at length one was found who professed to be familiar with 
the handwriting of the physician, and accordingly ventured 
to put it up. One of the prescriptions read, Aq. Ammon. 
Oft (Liq. Ammoa acetat, being intended), and the apothecary 
put up ip its stead the Aq. Ammonia. It so happened, 
however, that other ingredients in the mixture neutralized 
the effects of the alkalL The child grew rapidly worse 
alter takiog two or three dosee of the medicine, and died 
on Wedne»lay night. A scarlet eruption made its appear- 
ance on the second day of the disease. The circumstances 
attending the death of the child were such as to call for an 
investigation by the coroner, and the post-mortem exami- 
nation was made by Dr. Finnell. It was then discovered 
that the child died of scarlet fever, and the only interest- 
ing point to him was the occurrence of a scarlet redness of 
the larynx, trachea, -and larger division of the bronchi, 
which he was not aware belonged to the disease in ques- 
tion. A child in (he same family died a day or two afler- 
warda with the same fever. 
No other specimens appearing, the society went into 
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COMMISSION OF LUNACY. 
The Legislature of the State of New York has before it, 
ef(aia, a Bill creatjng a Lunacy Commission. Such a mea- 
sure last year passed one branch of the Legislature, but 
iailed in the other through the dehnquencies of ita professed 
friends. We took occasion at that time to discuss this sub- 
ject at considerable length, and, from time to time, artides 
have s{>peared in the columns of this journal, from the pens 
of our ablest writers, setting forth the necessity of the 
measure. The profession throughout (he Slate are, we 
beheve, aUve to the importance of this Commission, and to 
their urgent appeal to the Legislature is due the con^dera- 
tion which ia now given to it. The Medical Society of 
Oneida County has been especially active in this movement, 
haviDg had a committee devoted to this object for two 
years, with Dr. Coventrt as its Chairman, whose intelli- 
gent efforts in behalf of (he insane will prove one of the 
brightest acts of a life devoted Co suffering humanity. 

The provisions of the present Bill do not differ from 
those. of the Bill of last year. It provides for the appoint- 
ment of a Conunission of Lunacy, whose duty shall be to 
visit, at least once in each year, all almshouses, poorbouses, 
-lunatic asylums, and jails, within the State; to keep a 
record of such vieiis ; to ascertain the number of insane 
inmales, the methods o£ treatment, the general condition 
and wants of such estabhahments, and to report the same 
to the Legislature ; to invesfigate and decide upon the 
question of the alleged insanity of any condemned prisoner 
who may apply to the Executive for pardon or commuta- 
tion of sentence ; to institute a careful examination into the 
mental condition of persons held in custody for the commis- 
sion of any offence, punishable by imprisonment in the 
Slate prison or death, who are suspected of being ioBane, 
et&,eta 



It wiQ be seen that the duties of such a Commission are 
neither few nor unimportant. There are in this State up- 
wards of two thousand insane persons confined in alms- 
bouse?, jails, penitentiaries, who should come under the 
personal examination oT such Commission ; many of these 
unfortunate persons are the victims of the grossest ill-treat- 
ment. It seems impossible that, in an age so distinguished 
for its intelligent treatment of the insane, and in a State so 
renowned for itsjuSicious philanthropy, the poor lunatic is 
to be found still bound by chains in a dismal cell, unwashed, 
uncleansed, and receiving his meagre pittance iike the wild 
beast of the menagerie. Yet such a shocking spectacle 
may be seen in many an almshouse of this State. 

To correct such fearful abuses as these, to rescue a cllisa 
of simply unfortunate fellow-men from the loathsome dens 
to which ignorance has consigned them, ia one of the chief 
objects of this proposed Commission. In no other way can 
the Stat* judiciously and intelligently interpose in behalf of 
the poor insane, than by creating an intelligent medical 
Commission charged with this specific duty. The other 
duties of such a Commission, as above stated, are not less 
important, though widely different. To act well the part 
of an expert in the examination of persons alleged to be 
insane, requires the highest order of talent, wilt great 
practical experience derived from the study and treatment 
of the insane. No mere general practitlbner or medical 
theorist can discharge its delicate and responsible duties satis- 
factorily. Notwithstanding the high character of English 
physicians to-the insane, not a month has passed since a 
British statesman said in debate, " medical men knew no 
more about it (insanity) than other men. During the time 
he had sat upon the Lunacy Commission, his experience led 
him to the conclusion that medical men were as ignorant of 
mental diseases as other men." This opinion was sustained 
by the Lord Chancellor, who, in a strain of bit(«r sarcasm, 
quoted from medical writers on the diagnostics of insanity. 

The Bill of last year contemplated the appointment of a 
«ngle Commissioner for the entire State. This we re- 
garded as a mistake, for the duties are of a character too 
great and too responsible to be committed to any single 
person. The following views, which we then expressed, 
are confirmed by subsequent consultation with prominent 
members of the profession in different sections of the 
State, and we commend them to our Legislators; — 

" It may reasonably be doubted whether any physidau 
professionally competent for this commiMionership would 
rejoice in the appomtment, for the labors it would impose 
are greater than any one man can fully and properly per- 
form. The Commissioner must not only carefully inspect 
every almshouse, lunatic asylum, and jail, in the sixty coun- 
ties of the State, at least once each year, but he must, as 
his chief concern, attend peraon^ly to every case of alleged 
unsoundness of mind in the thousands of criminals and 
persons accused of crime, in a state having a population of 
four millions, and a criminal calendar that is frightful in 
numbers and enormity. Whatever is done by the proposed 
Commission should be well done, and doubtless the time of 
the Commission will be mainly absorbed in its jurispruden- 
tial duties. The proper inspection and supervision of our 
almshouses and jaile alone, would require the incessant 
labors of one commissioner, and with this service ^ould 
be coupled the duty of thoroughly investigating the condi- 
tion and numbers of the insane in all sections of the state. 
Accurate knowledge and statistics based upon such investi- 
gations would be of vast importance to the state, and of 
the gieM«at b«a«fit to the unfortanste rictUBB of insuii^. 
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Will the Aseembly provide foe this? Let the nineleentli 
aection be better defined, and let there be at least three 
Commissionera appointed." 



LABORS AND RESOURCES OF THE MEDICAL 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMT. 

Etbry reader of this journal must^have watched with 
eager and Tratemal interest the progress of organization and 
outfitting in the Medical Department of the army. Less 
than one year ago tliat department was, in common with 
all other bronchea of the military service, on a peace baas, 
with a minimum personnel, and the meagre resources which 
a moat rigid economy had forced upon it. The little staff 
of about one hundred medical officers, scattered from Teias 
to Oregon, had no surgeons to .offer the volunteer regiraentB 
as they rushed to the seat of war: indeed, that staff was 
not sufficiently numerous to furnish the requisite number 
of adminfttratfve officers for the Medical Department of the 
grand army. 

The special session of Congress failed to make any 
adequate provision for strengthening the medical corps of 
tlie regular army, yet left upon its Bureau officers the entire 
responsibility of preparation, outfit, and control, of a vast 
corps of volunteer surgeons, and the hospital supplies and 
administration for more than half a million of soldiers in 
the field. The tender sympathies of (he whole people 
followed these unseasoned volunti^ers to their camps, and 
demandedunuEual medical andaanitary care. Evenlhevolun- 
teer surgeons themselves must be instructed in the detula 
of their official duty, while the officers of the War Depart- 
ment were continually receiving advice and suggestions 
upon questions concerning the hygiene of the troops. The 
records of the War Office show at how early a period its 
Medical Sure au was acting in reference to- these subject;, 
and how promptly and cordially it welcomed, and even 
requested, the cooperation of a Sanitary Commission for 
preventive and humane ministrations in concert and coun- 
sel with the regular medical service. 

In the brief period of eight months some twelve hundred 
volunteer surgeons from civil life were sent into the fleld 
with the military forces, and with them came new and large 
demands upon Uie regular staff and its central Bur:^au, Not 
only were hospital supplies and official supervision to be 
provided for this volunteer corps, but, as we humbly con- 
ceive, it became the duty of the regular staff, and especially 
of ita acknowledged official head, to furnish every volun- 
teer surgeon with specific and friendly instructions and 
advice upon the leading subjects of his official duties as the 
medical and sanitary officer of his regiment. To what 
extent this duty has liitherto been discharged by the chief 
of the Bureau we are not informed, but there is reason to 
fear that this most important matter has been inadvertently 
neglected. We know, however, that the Purveyor- General 
in this city, and eoue of the Medical Directors, have not 
neglected to render themselves useful in this respect. And 
upon every hand we have received similar testimony 
respecting the personal labors of Dr. Wood and Dr. Ed- 
wards, the chief assistants at the Surgeon-Gkneral's office. 
We know that hundreds of the volunteer surgeons kel 
deeply grateful for the IHendly aid they have received 
from these and other experienced staff officers. But we 
«Muot iorbear to ezpn»s our strong ooovitlMOS that the 



Surgeon -Genera] should prepare or cause to be prepared a 
series of suggestive hints and instnictionB upon various 
practical questions, and issue them as special oideis, or as 
official advice, to the medical corps of the army. In this 
manner the medical officers in the Geld might receive the 
most important suggestions and information concerning 
camp and hospital hygiene, the management or 'prevention 
of pestilent diseases, and the applications of knowledge of 
medical topography in the regions to be traversed or occu- 
pied by the forces. The management of ambulances for the 
wounded upon the field, with special advice to surgeons, 
would also be of practical value to the volunteer corps. 
Such duties should not be, in fact they cannot be, trans- 
feried to the Sanitary Commission. The medical mono- 
graphs or epitomes, for surgeons in the field, that have been 
published by that Commission, are truly valuable : and 
they serve to illustrate the ability of special instructions 
furnished to the military surgeon in active service. But 
there are some points connected with regimental and hos- 
pital service which will not be properly heeded without an 
authoritative official communication or order, and there are 
many more in reference to which the highest and most 
experienced official counsel is needed by men who have 
not previously seen military service. 

We would not be officious, but as journalists we have 
here expressed what we know to be the inlethgent opinion 
of our brethren in the army; and we cannot doubt that 
the acting Surgeon-General would respond to this wish 
for special and advisory orders and communications from 
his Bureau, if himself and assistants were not already 
overworked. Had the late Chief of the Bureau, by such 
means and by expressions of active sympathy with the 
enUre corps, declared hia independence of needless restric- 
tions of igitem and precedent, prejudice and enmity would 
have waged a harmless warfare agunst him. 

In stating the fact, that the Medical Staff and Bureau - 
officers are overworked, we touch upon what appears 10 
l>e one of the great deficits of the Medical Department of 
the Army. There is a deficiency in the numerical force of 
the Department both in field and bureau or administrative 
service ; and to our own mind tbere appears to be an 
imperfect and insufficient (Jtvinon o/2aW. Eveij Medical 
Director is overworked, and utterly unable pi'operly to 
attend to his in^ectorial duties; and the Surgeon -General 
and his assistants are crueQy hampered by merely clerical 
duties, while the supply of the medical i'urce for the regi- 
mental and hospital service is utterly insuQicient for the 
active campaign upon which the Grand Army has now 
entered. We believe it to be the policy of Dr. Wood, the 
present Surgeon-General, to permit no lack of service and 
supplies to the sick and weunded, though " red-tape" 
be lorn to tatters; yet there appears to be a necessity for 
enlarging the powers of the central Bureau, and augment^ 
ing the adminislzativs and inspectorial force in the Sisff, 
Until such enlargement by legislation, we know that the 
profession and the people will both demand and sustain 
any effective measures of ttie Surgeon-General for supply- 
ing the medical and sanitary wants of the Army. 

Having been at some pains to ascertain what is the 
actual state of the military hospitals and forces in respect 
of the official force and the medical supplies, these state- 
ments are based upon what we know to be true. And if 
the columns of this journal have fearlessly criticised and 
EUggeetod, tiiej L»ve also indearored b> b«i ecrupuloualy 



Digmzea oy 



CjOOc^Ic 



Juat in all that Klstea to the Arnij Medical Service, and 
tbe sentimeDts and wishes of the profe^on and the people 
reelecting that As we all know, the ideft of tuffidtiKy 
o{ men and meao^ and the utmoet eff«ctivtnea$ in tlie sani- 
taiy and medical care of the forces, ia the very embodi- 
ment or (heae patriotic and huroane sentiments and de^rea. 
It is due alike to the public and the Medical Bureau, that 
fbll and frequent information should be given concerning 
the operatJona and supplies of the Medical Department of 
the anny. Not only would such information tend to keep 
alive the fralemal sympaihies of the profession, but it would 
most effectuatlj silence tlie carping and misrepresentation^ 
that have been unworthily indulged in by multitudes of 
persons both good and bad. 

Though we are but partially informed upon the points 
here referred to, we beliere our readers will be agreeably 
surprised irhen they learn some of the fiicta respecting 
the preparations and supplies already provided for the 
medical care of the army, 

f%TtL — As regards the augmentation of medical forces 
for field and hospital service, we have ascertained that in 
the State of Tennessee and Kentucky alone, with an army 
of about 170,000 men, nearly one hundred civilian sur- 
geons have been added to tbe Medical Corps, and that 
these are Ibe very best young surgeons that could be 
engaged. Other diviuons of tlie Army are being supplied 
in a similar manner. 

Stcond. — In respect of surgical equipment and hospital 
supplier the Purvey or-Qeneral has quietly and steadily 
been accumulating every requisite supply for the prospec- 
tive necesMtJes of the aick and wounded, until he has, by 
autbority of the Surgeon-Qeneral, made the Medical Bureau 
the monopolist of the more important articles of such sup- 
plies; while at the same time some twelve hundred sur- 
geons have received an ample outfit of instruments, etc., 
and liberal supplies have been furnished for upwards of 
half a million of troops. It is true that there have been 
defects in tbe medical supplies at particular points, but such 
defects resulted froat the incompetency or derelictions of 
Medical Directors at those places, or from lack of instruc- 
' lions and orders from higher authority. But in this matter 
we know that the faithfulness and promptitude of the iledical 
Department have far eiceeded IhoEC of the higher military 
powers. For example : the hospital supplies tliat were 
ordered for General Patterson's Division in Northern Vir- 
ginia, early in summer, were promptly placed at Frederick, 
Md., in time to anticipate tbe casualties of the battle which 
Gehkral Scott had ordered to be given ; supplies for five 
hundred beds were in place days previous to (he anticipated 
movement. So upon the peninsula between the York and 
James Rivers we know that hospital supplies were promptly 
placed within five days of the requisition, and in season to 
meet the largest army that has ever been concentrated in 
a single movement upon the Western Continent, 
k To Cairo, Louisville, Port Royal, the mouth of the Mis- 
sissippi, and elsewhere, ample supplies of medicine, etc., 
have been sent, including a thousand ounces of qumine to 
each grand base of operations. And yet the supplies at the 
Purveyor-General's command are not sensibly diminished; 
and we aie happy to stat« that, of our own personal know- 
ledge, [he resources of the Purveyor's department, in all the 
more important elements of hospital supplies, far exceed 
any estimate of Army Regulations. Of the single article of 
qainise the mpply actoaliy in paaeereion and name -is 
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nearly if not quite equal to the demands of a twelve months' 
cajnpaign for the entire army. 

All this is as it should be, and demonstrates the ability 
and foresight of some of the older military medical officers. 
We refer to the subject with unfeigned pleasure, and we 
would assure the ofiicera of the Medical Bureau, that the 
hearts and hands of the noblest and the ablest of their pro- 
fessional brethren in civil life are ready and anxious to lend 
any aid that may be demanded of them or desired in the 
hospitals or upon the field. 
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Wk are glad to notice that the charges of cruelty made 
against Surqeoh Porter of the Alexandria Hospital, are 
found, on thorough investigation, to be without foundation. 
The court of inquiry made the following return : — 

"The Court finds that the conduct of Dr. John B. Porter 
towards the patients has been distinguished by kindness and 
consideration for tJie wants of the sick ; that no complaint 
has ever been made of Dr. Porter, except in one instance, 
by the principal complainant, to Co\. Mansfield, and that, 
according to his own evidence, it was immediately cor- 
rected. Tbe Court, from its own observation, cannot speak 
too highly of the condition of the Mansion Hospital, which 
is exhibited in tlie fact that out of five thousand patients 
there have been but thirty-two deaths." 

Thi Secretary of War has authorized the Surgeon-Oenertl 
of New York, under the direction of the Governor, to 
organize a volunteer corps of Surgeons to render medical 
aid when requested. A similar or^nizatioo has been 
made under the Governor of Pennsylvania, and valuable 
services were rendered by Dr. Smith, Surgeon- General of 
that State, and his assistants, to the wounded at Winchester. 
We learn that SuRO eon- General Tamderfoel, of this State, 
promptly organized a corps of Surgeons, embracing some of 
the most eminent men in difierent sections, who will hold 
themselves in readiness to leave for the seat of war at a 
momen t's notice. 

A FOBEioH medical journal has recently complimented the 
profession of this country on the enthusiasm with which they 
have maintained their medical societies, and the scientific 
character of their discussions, as if undisturbed by a civil 
war. This remark will prove true of sU our medical 
organizations, but the American Medical Association, 
which will be an exception. The annual meeting of this 
body has been adjourned by the resident committee of 
Chicago to June, 1863. The committee state that they 
have consulted leading members in each important section 
of the country, and are brought to the conclusion that the 
meeting should bo further postponed. They have thus 
done their duty, and we trust the future will prove the 
wi^om of their decision. Our own opinion of the pro- 
priety of this postponement is unchanged. No valid reason 
has yet been given why this most important of all our 
medical societies should not hold its annual meeting, [f the 
probable attendance is always to decide whether or not the 
annual meeting shall be held, tbe Association bad better be 
adjourned tine die. The fact that our Southern brethren 
cannot meet with us doubtless has weight with some, but 
it certainty has none with us. We regard the Association 
as our National Medical Congress, existing independSntly 
of all social eitd poiitieal iuoaiiioat, and < 
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diction over all its members, whether present or absent. 
The meelJag in June would have been one of the most 
irttereatjng ever held ; r&lu&ble papers were in course of 
preparation to be Bubmittcd, which will now seek other 
chaQoeU of publication, and imporUnt qiiealiong growing 
out of the new relations of the profession to the public 
B^vice would have received that consideration which they 
require for their proper at^udication. What is perhaps 
most to be deplored by this long interval, will be the dimi- 
nution of that moral force which ihe Association had at 
length acquired over the profession, and only after years of 
persistent effort. Other national scieatific associations, as 
the Dental, Pbarniaceutical, etc., we are glad h> notice, are 
to have their annual meetings. 

Thi following order relieving Da. C. A. FtNLir of duty 
as the Surgeon-Oeneral of the army has been issued by the 
Secretary of War: 

-SPECIAL OEDERS— So. II. 
- W«i DinmuTT, ahdtaht Oinnnii.*i Ottioc, 
WdHixaTOH, A[>ril a, ISM. 

II * • • II Surgeon General C. A. I'inlay will repair to 
Boston, Maasachusetts, and there await further orders. 
Burgeon R. C. Wood, United States Army, will take charge 
of the Surgeon-QeQeral's office. • • • • 

" By order of the Secretary of War. 

" L. Thomas, Adjutant-General." 

No reasons are officially assigned for this chnnge. 
We think it is safe to presume that the Secretary of War 
has simply put into operation the rule of " idection versut 
ittaxtiian." The report of disloyalty ia a fabrication with- 
out a shadow of foundation ; whatever may have been 
alleged agunat his administralion of Ihe Medical Bu- 
reau, the late Surgeon-General was a devoted and loyal 
officer. Facia well known to us fully warrant the opi- 
nion that when the final history of the present medical 
staff is written, it will be seen that the senior members of 
that corps have displayed a liberality, loyalty, and devotion 
to Ihe welfare of the army and its medical service, that 
may well be unitaled by younger and more aspiring offi- 
cers. The selection of the veteran officer. Dr. B. C. 
Wood, for the position of chief of the Bureau, is justly 
expressive of the large confidence and esteem which that 
excellent representative of his staff has always and every-, 
where commanded. There will be no strife for pre-emi- 
nence among such men as Finlay, Satterlee, and Wood. 
Whoever ia chief in authority at the Bureau, t/c beg him 
to select and detail " tlie right man for the right place" 
wherever administrati^'e and directoral duties are to be 
performed. 
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CovMB or LwmjRBS on tbb Fhthiouxiy akd Patholoot of 
TBI Central Nbbvoub Ststiii, d«livered at the Royal 
College of Surgeons of England, in May, 1858, by E. 
Brown-Sfiquard, M.D., F.R.8. 1860. Philadelphia. J. 
B. Lippincott & Co. 

LlOTOMS ON THI DiASNOBIS AND TrEATMERT OF THE PRIN- 
CIPAL FORHB OF PaRALTSIS OF THE LoWIR ElTREIOTIES, 

by E. Brown-S6()uard, M.D., F.R.S. 1861. Philadel- 

|Aia. J. B. Lippincott & Co, 

lOo'itt'meifrBn pagt IN ) 
No antesthe^a is associated with any lemon limited to 
either of the white columns of the spinal cord. Confined 
to one side of the body, aiuesthewa m spinal diseases is a 
sjmptoni of altaTation in the ^t«j mattBr of the Of^radte 
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half of the eord, or all along the posterior grey horns in 
which the posterior roots pass before going to the otier 
parts of the cord. In such a case seoaibitity might exist 
below and above the regions iiyured : not an imlAnce of 
this kind, however, has been oIlHerved. 

Anesthesia in a limited part of the body, whether alone 
or with paralysis of movement, cannot be a sign of any 
other local spinal afiection ^an a lesion, either in the pos- 
terior grey horns, destroying the posterior roots at uieir 
place of entrance, ot in Ihe centre of the grey matter 
mvolving the decussation of the sensitive conductors: aa 
in central solUning of the cord, in spina bifida with hydro- 
rachia, in diplomyelia. 

, Hypertesthesis, contrary to antestheeia, may exist alone, 
and IS a constant result of lesion in the posterior parts of 
the cerebro-spinal axis, from the tubercul* ouadrigemina 
down to the lower end of the spind cord. It almost always 
co-eiisis with an increased temperature. 

Paralysis of movement is not an essential symptom of 
alteration in the posterior columns, but of ; — 

1°. A lesion of the anterior columns, everywhere except 
in the upper part of Ihe qiinal cord, near the meduUa 
oblongata. 

2". A lesion of the lateral columns near their decussation 
at the upper part of llie spinal cord, and, perhaps, not in 
the other parts of the organ. 

3°. A lesion of the whole central part of the grey matter. 

Tbe symptoms in the trunk and limbs according to the 
seat of a lesion in one lateral half of the cerebro-spinal axis, 

1. Lesion in the brain proper, tbe optic thalamus, or the 
corpus sf 



On the appotiU lidt 
Anesthesia 
Paralysis of movement 
Increased temperature (ev 
without fever). 



On Oil same tide 
Normal sensibility ' 
Normal movements 
Normal temperature. 



2. Lesion of the pons varolii, or the medulla oblongata, 
above the decussation of the anterior pyramids. 

On the oppomtt $ida I On the mitne lide 

AoKstheaia Hypenestheaia 

Paralysis of movement 1 Normal movemenls 

Diminished temperature. | Increased temperature. 

3. Lesion of the meduUa oblODgat« at the level of tbe 
decussation of the anterior pyramids. 

On tht oppotiU ride I Cht the lam* aide 

Ansslliesia ■ Hyperasthesia 

Paralysis of movement Paralysis of movement 

Diminiiihed temperature. ] Increased temperature. 
Lesion of the spinal cord. 



On Ihe oppotUe tide 
Aneesthesia 

Movements nearly normal* 
Diminished temperature. 



Iht mine tide 

NoWbly increased sensibility 

Diminution or loss of motor 

power 
Increased temperature. 



About the etiolngy of paralysis in the same side of Ihe 
encephalic lesion Dr. Brown*S^quard gives tbe following 
important account : 

"When a tumor eiciats, pressing upon the anterior surface of 
one of the crura cerebelli, and upon the insertion of the trigemi- 
nal nerve, if it causes paraljsiB, it is in the same «de of the 
body. I have coUrrcled fourteen caaea of this kind, all having 
the same features, which are: incf/mpkte paralysia in the side of 
Ihe lesion, no uiissthesia (except in one case), and frequent fits 
of vertigo. Nov, as to the ezptanadon of ttiia kind <^ paraty- 
sis, we will saf that it is either tlie rceult of the destruction of 
Bonie conductors employed in voluntary movemenls (to regulate 
them or to act otherwise), or of the irritation of certain nervous 
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fibr«t In tbe pedoncle itself or Dear it. Were the finrt hTpo- 
thrsiB the true onB> we should fiod ihst a destruction of tbe 
whole peduncle cauaet parsljsie in die coirespondiDg aide only, 
or in it aud in tbe other one) aod oot in this other alone ; but 
there are several casea in which there has been, with such an 
alteration, a paralyBie in tlie oppoaile aide only. We eliould 
find, alBO, Chat alterations of the parts by which the crus cere- 
beUi communicalea with tbe muaclea produce a paraljeia in the 
BBme side of ilie body, together with a paralysis in liie opposiw 
aide. But this is not what is observed. I have collected more 
then thirty cases of alteration in b lateral hair of the pong varolii 
and medulla oblongala. in many ofwhich the lesion extended to 
the crus oerebelli, aod in all the paraljda was in the opposite 
aide only. For instance, in a case of Dr. Annan, which 1 have 
related (see case 38, Lecture VIl), the whole connexion of the 
right cms cerebelli with the rigkl half of the medulla and of tbe 
pooa was destroyed, and the paralysis existed only on the left 
limb. (There are a few cases, however, in which a tumor has 
pushed backwards and upwards the cruB cerebelli, and the cor- 
reepoodinp: half of the pons, producing only a slight degree of 
peralyais in tlie same side of ihe body.) 

"As to the other hypothesis, we will say Ibat it ia the only 
one we can find able to explain ihe production of the paralysis 
in tbe side injured, in ca^ea of irritation of tbe cms cerebelli ; and 
we will add, tliat perhaps the same eTplanation would be the 
right one fi:^' all tbe coses of the so-called cUrecl paralysis. Bat 
wbetlter it ia the irriution of the Qbresof the cms, or oftiioseof 
tbe trigeminal nerve, nhich cause* Ihe paralysis, we c&nnot tell, 
and we have no time to discuss the question. The same reason 
prevents our examining why the anterior surface rf tbe crus 
cerebelli. or the trigeminal nerve at its point of insertion, have 
more power than in their other parts, or than the rest of ibe 
encepbslon, to cause a paralysis, in oonsequence of an irriCalion. 
1 will only aay, that we find tliat the peripheric parts of Ihe 
same nerve in the gums and the bulb of the teeth, as also cer- 
Imd parts of [he sympalhetic nerve, have more power to produce 
- a paralysis than other nervous ramifications in many parts of the 
bulj ; and ihst, therefore, there is no ground for an objection to 
iftir hypothesis IVnm the &cC tliat such a paraljais is not caused 
bj the irritation of other parte of tbe encephalon than the cnu 
cerebellL I may add, that when an irriution on a nerve causea 
a partlyaJB. it is usually in tbe corresponding side of tlie body 
that it appears, jun as is the case when a tumor exists between 
the petrous bone and the cms cerebelli." 

At (he close of tbe book is the snmmuy account of a 
cue of this qiecial kind oTparalyna, published bj Dr. Ogle, 
which may serve, as stated by Dr. Brawn-S&)u*rd, as a 
type of analogous iustaacee. After the Lectures already 
examlDed le a comprehensive appendix od tbe objectioos 
against die views brought forward by Dr. Brown-S^uard, 
and also OD the therapeutic dednctioDs which are to be 
drawn therefrom. Although last, not least is the interest 
of this part, and we quote its general conclusions : — 

a. Reflex movements alone, and not sensations and voli' 
tion, exist in monsters depnved of a great part of their 
oerebro-epinal axis. 

b. When the spinal cord, the medulla oblongata, or the 
pons varolii are altered, even considerably, sensibility and 
volition may continue to exist, because there are still com- 
municaticms by nerve-fibres through the altered parts, 
between the nerves of the trunk and limbs, and tbe parts 
of the encephalon, in front of the pons. 

e. It the reasons given by many phymologists to prove 
that the pons varolii is Che seat of the centre for voution, 
and for perception of sensitive impressions, were true, we 
should have to admit that tbe medulla oblongata is the 
centre (or, at least, a part of the centre) for these faculties, 
because the same reasons appear U3 prove the same for this 
organ as for the pons. 

d. Very likely these faculties have not their centre (at 
least their principal centre) in the pons varolii, and, still 
leas, in the medulla oblongata. 

c There appear to be, in many placet of the enoephalon, 
nerve-flbrea, which are not voluntary motor, and which, 
nevertheless, go to muscles, either in the same side of the 
body as Uie side of the encephalon from which they.origi' 
naW, or in the opposite side, aad that these muscular nerve- 



flbres are able to produce convulsions when Ibej are irri- 
tated by an injury or an alteration in tlie encephaion, to 
that convulsions may take place either in the paralyaad 
side or in the olher. 

/. Tbe results of the researches of Dr. Ludvrig Torek 
(showing that alteration of a part of tbe encephalon brings 
on a change in the structure of tbe nerve-fibres whidi go 
from the part into and along the spinal c^rd), cannot in the 
actual state of science prove against or in favor of any doe- 
tnne relative to the place of decussation of sensitive and 
voluntary motor nerve-fibres. 

Thtrapeulic dtdiiciiont. — The laying bare of the spinal 
cord, or of its membranes, is not a dangerous operation. 
Death after fracture of the spine is usually due to the efiecte 
of a preeeure, or some excitation upon the spinal cord, and 
not the result of a partial or complete section. A morbid 
excitation upon Che cord, and not its loss of action, pro- 
duces: — sloughs on the sacrum, changes in the urinanr 
secretion, alteration in the mucous membranes of the blad- 
der, and myelitis. To avoid all these causes of death it is 
extremely important to remove, if possible, the pieces of 
bone that imtate the spinal cord. Therefore, trephining, 
or the extirpation of broken pieces of bone, or the rais- 
ing up, or lilting out of the poeterior arch of one or seve- 
ral verfebrffi, when they press upon lie spinal cord, are 
operations which ought to be resorted to, in most caaes 
of fracture of the spme, as quickly as possible afler the 
fracture, and before inflammation has set in. Clinical 
experience agrees with the exactitude of this assertion. 
Let us state, m addition, diat the functions of tbe cord may 
return after cure of the wound, as also that a new bone 
may be produced after removal of some parts of Uia 
vertebrcB. . 

Sloughs on the sacrum, nates, etc, in cases of fracture of 
the spine, myelitis, meningitis, etc., are nrovented, or 
rapidly cured, by using alternately two poultices — one of 
pounded ice, kept in a bladder, applied for eight or ten 
minutes, and the other of very warm bread or Unseed to be 
left for one or two hours, or even longer. 
iTbU Oimtlmtd.) 
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WASHINGTON. 

[BpMlil CorrMpoideDe* oT the Amaicui Umiou. Tivn.] 

Tbibk are man}[ facts which may be gathered in Washington 
and the adjoining region, which you may deem worthy, 

rirhaps, of spreading before your readers; some of which 
Bhall, from time Co time, communicate, to be used or not, 
as may seem beat in your judgment. 

The present grand, forward Southern movement, now in 
progress, reveals the ^t that there are large numbers of 
soldiers in the camps, who are from previous sickness, or 
other causes, disqualified for active service, for whom con- 
valescent hospit^ have to be provided ; and these are now 
being prepared, not only in this city, Georgetown, and 
other places in this vicinity, but ^so in New Yot^ 
etc On Thursday last Dr. Tenhroect U.S.A., was 
deputed by Ihe Surgeon General to New York city, with 
instructions to co-operate with Dr. Satterlee, Medical Pur- 
veyor, and Dr. McDougal, U. S. M., in erecting and open- 
ing temporary convalescent hospitals for the reception of 
several hundred patients, who will be forwarded as soon 
as the buildings, etc., are ready. These will be in charge 
of Dr. UcDougal, with the necessary assistants. On the 
same day, 2Ist insL, Dr. Joseph H. Smith, D.S.A.. who is at 
present in'cbarKC of that m<Klel establishmenl, tne " Semi- 
nary Hospital,' at Georgetown, was deputed Co find a suit- 
able building fur a convalescent hospital, large enough for 
the accomniodation of several hundred patieata, and have 
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it in readiDesB for their reception In forty-eight hours ; and 
to-d»j they. are being received. The long inaction of our 
army of tlie Potomac, io camp for so many tedious montba, 
has naturally produced a great deal of eidcne^is and morta- 
lity; greater, than would MTe occurred in active operation 
in the field. I am no judge of miliiary matters, but looking 
on war in a hygienic point of view solely, were I General- 
in-Chie^ I ahould try, at all hazards, to keep my soldiers 
moving. The demoralization and sickness of an army in 
camp, deprived of all sources of healthy excitement, and ex- 
posed especially at the same time to the depressing influ- 
ence of a malarious atmosphere, are such as Ui excite our 
tenderest sympathies and regrets. It may, perhaps, in the 
eetimstion of some, be well, that our army is not controlled 
by hygienisls, for if it were, strategr would probably succumb 
to otter considerations, more closely allied to humanity. But 
here, as in other cases, everything must yield to dire neces- 
sity, and the accomplidiment of the great ends in view. I*t 
us hope that Wasiiington may not be to oui' troops, what 
Capua was to Hannibal's. 

>- It is difScuU fi-om any published statistics to get at tbe 
actual facts regarding the past mortality in our army. The 
statements recently published in our newspapers on this 
subject, are wholly unreliable. These statements pur- 
ported to give tlie number of deaths officially returned to 
the office of the Surgeon-General, during each quarter of 
tlw year 1861, and that these were tlie deaths in '267 regi- 
ments. But it is a great mistake to suppose that the deaths 
so reported comprised all that had occurred in a year in 
267 regiments. Many of these regiments having been but 
a few months in the service, only the deaths of the last 
quarter of the year can heconsideredasembraciug all occur- 
ring in those regiments, tlie deaths given for the preceding 
quarters having occurred in a much smaller number of regi- 
ments. From these data it would appear that in each of uie 
regiments represented, there were, during the last quarter 
of 1861, OD an average, twelve deatlis, or a monthly ave- 
rage of four deaths to each regiment. Supposing there are 
600 regiments in the field, then, according to these official 
data, Ihe number of deatlis in tlie army for each month of 
the last quarter-year, must have been 2400, or 28,800 per 
year. But these rales should, perhaps, be somewhat 
reduced, on account of deatlis occuning in general hospitals, 
from other regiments, and included in the returns for the 
quarter. The number of regiments, in service, according 
W Secretary Cameron's last Report, was 660, which will 
give, at the above rates, a monthly mortality average of 
2,640 deaths. 

' This is a per centagc of 54, scarcely more than the 
average mortality of the U. S. army ten yearB past. This 
is'on the supposition of the army embracing 660,000 men; 
but there is good reason for believing that tlie number con- 
siderably exceeds this amount This certainly presents a 
very favorable view of the health of our army, considering 
much of the materia] of which it is made up; and is con- 
clusive in regard to the wisdom, skill, and efficiency of the 
Medical Department, and especially of its experienced head. 
At the present lime, or rather on March Uth, 1862 (at 
present the number is somewhat great^^, there were, of 
sick and wounded soldiers at Seminary Hospital, George- 
town, 128; at General Hospital, Union Hotel, Georgetown, 
184; at Sl Elizabeth Hospital, Eastern Branch, 102; at 
Indiana Hospital (Patent Oflice), 145; Hospital for Erup- 
tive Diseases, 56; at Douglas Hospital, Kalorama, 208: at 
General Hospital, Alexandria, 519 ; Columbian College Hos- 

f' al, 237 ; General HospiUl, Circle, 130 ; General Hospital, 
kington, 44— Total, 1753. 

Arlington House, which has for some months been occu- 
pied by Generis McDowell and King as " Head Quarters," 
IS now beinz Btted up as a Government Hospital; a better 
or more healthy location it would bo difBcult to Bnd in tliis 
whole region. The new hospital in Judiciary Square, Wash- 
ington, IS now nearly completed. It will be recollected 
Uwt the former Infirmary edifice was destroyed by fire on 
the4ili of Kovcmber latt. In less than five months, there 



has been erected a building of enlarged dimensions, better 
arranged, with all the modem arrangements. 

The new hospital fronts on E sljeet In the centre 
there is a corridor extending 380 feet, being the entire 
length, with a width of ten feet. The first is called the 
"Administration Building." This is two stories in height, 
the lower being fitted up for the physicians, apothecary 
department, nurses, storerooms, etc., and the upper part 
for chambers. The kitchen is 52 by 28 feet, with many 
admirable arran^ments and appliances for the cleanly and 
proper preparation of nutritious food. The centre buJding 
IS 32 feet wide, by 280 in length, commodious and conve- 
nient. Contiguous to these, and in perfect connexion, 
there are on each side five ward buildings, 28 by 84 feet. 
These are so arranged as to leave immediately oppoate (on 
the other side of iJie corridor), an open space of 27 feet in 
width, thereby securing free ventilation and abundant 
light. Each of these wards is furnished with rooms for 
nurse^and one for convalescents, besides bath-rooms, closets, 
eia This vast and benevolent " Retreat " is elevated three 
feet above the ground, and at all seasons will be perfectly 
dry. It covers an area of one and a half acres, is abutldantly 
supplied with pure water, gas, and every other requisite 
which can contribute to tlie recovery, comfort, and cheer- 
fulness of the inmates. Under ordinary circumstances, 200 
patients can here he amply accommodated ; and if an emer- 
gency arise, the building is competent to receive double 
that number. 

There is one gigantic nuisance in Wasbington, George- 
town, etc, which must be abated, before tills can be made 
anything like a healthy locality. I refer to the Washing- 
ton cand — constructed at an enormous expense, and at the 
time regarded as one of Ike greatest possible improve- 
ments. It seems to be (lie grand receptacle of nearly all 
the filth of the city. The waste from all Uie public build- 
ings, hotels, and very many private residences, is drained 
into it. It is now in niany places filled with accumulations 
from such sources, so as to present beds of rank vegetation 
and offensive soil, above the love! of the water. How Ihe 
citizens of Washington expect to enjoy good health, with 
this immense mass of fcctid and corrupt matter, giving off 
its pestiferous effluvia, is difficult to understand. The 
Smithsonian Institution could do no better service to the 
public, it aeems to me, than to diffuse some useful knowledge 
on such matters, as well as on shells and birds' eggt. I am 
not about to dispute (he great utility of such ingenious 
invest! gaijooa, but were I a resident here, I should prefer 
to have some original researches made in other directions, 
as, for example, into matters lying either on the surface, or 
near to it Should these labors result in the abatement of 
this nuisance, they would render a greater service to the 
inhabitants of the city, than in collecting all the corals of 
tJie tropical seas, or the rare birds and animals of New Hol- 
land and Africa, 

I could hardly subscribe, however, to the plan of Mr. 
French, Commissioner of Public Buildings, in his recent 
Report to Congress, viz. to dredge the canal, and deposit 
all the filth on the public grounds on the so|^ side of 
Capitpl Square, for the purpose of filling in. '^is would 
furnish a most excellent and fruitful source of malaria for 
a generation to come, and might, perhaps, in one way, be 
a public benefit, for Congress could never prolong its ses- 
sions beyond the month of ifay, for fear of the annual pes- 
tilence. For one, I venture to predict, that unless the dead 
horses in tliis region be buried, and this load of filtb in Iho 
canal be removed from the city limit!<, as soon as the sum- 
mer heat prevails, there will a pestilence spring up, such as 
Washington has never been visited with before. Again, 
I say, let the Smithsonian Mant^'rs awake, and enter on 
a regular hygienic crusade, set the U. S. Sanitary Commis- 
sion at work, and then we will see if our President and 
Heads of Departments cannot safely live here during sum- 
mer and autumn, and not be obliged to wander to the sea- 
aide, or the mountains of New England, in pursuit of health. 
More anon. L. 
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PAJtT n. 
At our last meeting, gentlemen, we parsed in review 
■even cases of albumiiiuTik vrbidi have come under our 
obserrfttion durine the two montba just closing (SepL and 
Oct^ 1861), and 1 propose now U> call your attentidh to 
certain practical points iu their history and trealiaent from 
which some inslniCtioD may be derived. 

In lucking at these cases as a whole, you will notice 
that of the seven, there was but one in a female; and 
without drawin|i; any conclusion from this limited number 
as to the relative frequeocy of this disease in the two 
sexes, I would remark that statistics show a much larger 
number of caws in males than iu females. 

Six out of the seven patients bad bad the venereal dis- 
ease in some form, either in that of gonorrbcea or of 
chancre, and three uf them in both forms. 1 menijon this 
fact, because syphilis is classed by some writers on this 
disease among lis predisposing causes. Of those who had 
the venereal disease, only one is noted as having token 
mercury, and be was twice salivnled, though it is probable 
that it was taken by others witliout having been inquired 
into. One patient, who had liad repeated attat^ks of lead 
poisoning, wus salivated five times fur that dt^ase, and 
never had the venereuL The use of mercury is also placed 
by some among lUe predispowng causes uf atbuniinuna. 

The agts of six of the patients varied between 24 and 
30 years— "ne was sixty years of age. 

Five of tlie patients presented that doughy and pu9y 
condition of the faoe, usually so characteristic of this dis- 
ease, while two of tbem (one of them the patient uxtv 
years old) had « remarkably florid complexion, whicn 
forined a great contrast to what is usually seen, and which 
gave tbem the appearance of fijU health. 

In two of the cases, the attack of albuminuria was pre- 
ceded by disease of the digestive organs, one in an acute 
form, and the other in a chronic The former of tlkse 
first suffxred from lues of appetite, headache, pain in epi- 
gastrium, thirst, etc^ and entered tlie hospital on account 
of these pains, particularly afrer eating, and bad on admis- 
sion a very poor appetite, furred tougue, headache, and 
occasional nausea, constipated bowels, etc, with a pulse of 
90 to 100, and a hot and dry skin, and was supposed at 
first to be laboring under a mild attack of fever. His 
fever subsided, and the dyspeptic symptoms diminished 
very much, and he bad gained atrengrh, when, at the end 
of about a mouth, it was discovcied that he was passing a 
large quantity of urine daily (about a hundred ounces), 
which contained an abundant quantity of aU>umen, and 
that both bis feet had become sGghtly swollen. The spe- 
cific gravity of the urine was not noted, nor was it exa- 
mined microscopically. He felt very well, however, and 
had a remarkably florid complexion. The urine in this case 
coDtained nearly as much albumen at the end of five 
months as when tirst found to exist in it, and the quantity 
passed still ranged between sixty and seventy ounces daily. 
When examined mici-oecopicairy about a lorinight since 
{between lour and five months after known to have albu- 
minuria), it contained numeruua casts, mostly of the large 
waxy variety, some of them containing oil glubules. The 
quantity of albumen by nitric acid is now about one third 
uf the qusntity of urine. The other case under tliis head 
was m the man, sixty yean of age, alio remarkable for his 
florid complexion, and appearance of excellent general 
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health, who had been subject to ooca^nal attacks of 
diarrhoea for many years, and who, unce he has been 
in the hospital, has had several atiacks of cholera mor- 
bus without any ap|>arent cause. Be baa for some time 
passed large quantities of wliey-colored urine (seventy 
to ninety ounces in twenty-four hours), of very low specific 
gravity (1008); and hirgo waxy casts have been found in 
iL I dwell on these two cases somewhat, because I think 
that where marked spasmodic symptoms have continued for 
some time, and especially where there have been atiacks of 
either vomiting or cholera morbus, or of both from time to 
time, without an appreciable cause, we should always 
investi^te the condition of the urinary organs, and examine 
the urine with reference to albuminuna. In the case 
alluded to at the close of our last lecture, you will remem- 
ber that the patient had two severe atiacks of vomiting 
without any apparent cause, and that be was found to be 
passing about one hundred ounces of urine daily, of a whey 
color, and of very low specific gravity, though no albumen 
could be detected in it by either heat or nitric acid, nor any 
casts, though the microscopical examination was less careful 
and less frequent than could have been wished. In the 
case of a pnvate patient not long since, to whom I was 
called on account of a violent attack of vomiting without 
evident cause, and who I had been suspectinf; for two or 
three years might become the subject of Bright's disease, I 
was led to examine the urine, and found it to contain albu- 
men, and also to exhibit blood corpuscles and granular 
casts under the microscope. The mucous membrane of 
both the stomach and bowels is known to be affected in a 
certun proportion of cases of albuminuria, as well as that 
of the bronchial tubes, giving rise to a troublesome cough, 
eqKdn'ly in chronic cases. I need hardly add that then 
disrurbances are not unfi^ucntly caused by irritating 
matter reiaineil in the blood, which the kidneys are not 
able to eliminate from the system. 

Three of our patients had been intemperate, and two had 
been moderate but constant drinkers. The habits of the 
other two were not noted. Tlie exr-essive use of stimulat- 
ing drinks is classed among the causes of albuminuria. I 
would remark, in passing, that I saw one esse of this disease 
in private practice which proved fatal, in a gentleman, 58 
years of age, who had entirely abstained from the use of 
everything of tliis kind during his whole life. He bad 
been subject to gout for many years. His urine contained 
albumen, and his kidneys were found indurated and con- 
tracted after death, and he bad also cirrhosis of the liver. ' 

Some of the forms of cerebral disease were illustrated 
by a portion of our patients. One bad bad an attack of 
epilepsy a few days before admission ; and when first seen, 
was in a semi-comatose stxte, with his tongue very niucli 
swollen, from having bitten it during the attack. This 
condition of his br«n and of his tongue, and the fact which 
we were able to learn from him that ne had had a dropsical 
swelling of his hmbs, led me to suppose it to be a case of 
albuminuria, before any opportunity bad offered for ex- 
amining the urine. The quantity of albumen was very 
lai^ when he entered, and at the end of about five weeks 
there was but ttie merest trace of it. This patient com- 
plained of dimness of vision during the whole of the time. 

Another patient, the one sixty years of age, suffered at 
times, more or less, from headache, and was also occasion- 
ally troubled with nausea and dimness of vision, and also 
experienced a sli^t loss of sensation, and power of motion 
of the left leg. The dropsical symptoms, however, had all 
ceased, and the albumen bad also disappeared from bis 
urine when I first saw him, though he was still passing a 
Urge quantity of urine of very low specific gravity, and 
large waxy casts were also found in it 

Iu the case wliidi we have not mcluded among those of 
albuminuria, in which large quantities of whey-colored 
urine, of very low specific gravity, were passed for some 
time, but in which (here was no dropsy, nor could any 
albumen be detected in the urine, nor any casts, the 
patient was brought into the boqtilai in a atale of udood- 
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, itnd had paralysis of the lo^er limbs, which 
continued Tor several weeks, but finally disappeared. 

But one of our patients exhibited any signs of disease of 
the heart, and in this case Ihey were very promioenl. 
This was tbe German who entered the ho»iital In an ad- 
vanced stage of the disease, and wlio only lived fifteen 
daya artcr admission. This man staled that he had an 
attack of dropsy seven years before, which lasted thirteen 
months. He had an attack of dysjjnrea the day before his 
admission, and a few days alter had well-marked signs of 
pericardiiie, and the apex of llie heart was found to beat 
four and a tiatf inches to the lell of the median line. 

All the patients had dropsical effusion Into foaie part or 
parta when we Orst saw them, or had bad it previously, 
wh ich tnore commonly comnienced, according to their 
account, in the feet and legs more frequently than in the 
face. In three of tbe cases, the patic-nt who had epilepsy, 
and the two patients in whom the complexion was so florid, 
it had disappeared before they came under my care. In 
one other, the female, no diminution of the dropsical efiii- 
sion occurred. One entered the hospital just as my term of 
service was about expiring, so that no plan of treatment 
was instituted by me, and one died at llie end of fifteen 
days. In the remaining case, the dropsical effusion, which 
was abundant in tbe legs and thighs, bad all disappeared at 
the end of twenty-seven days after admiFsion. 

The quantity of urina was above tlie average healthy 
standard ; in five cases, in which it was rezulaily meaeured, 
ranging from 50 up to 110 ounces daily; and in two 
cases continuing at about 100 ounces for successive days, 
and even weeks. 

The specific gravity of the urine was low in all the cases, 
ranging as low as 1007 and 1008 in three, and only rising 
to 1016 in one case for a short time; imd this was in tbe 
man who bad the attack of epilepsy. 

The urine was examined microscopically in only four 
cases ; and in these not so often, nor so uccuralely, as should 
have been the case, in consequence of the absence of the 
microscopiat of the institution, which I regret very much, 
appreciating as 1 do so fully tbe value ol such examina- 
tions in this disease. In the first case, that of (he painter, 
blood corpuscles were found eleven days after admission; 
and at the end of sixteen days more, exudation corpuscles, 
fattj' casts, a few blood corpuscles, and torulai were seen 
in It. In this case, the drofisy bad, at the time of the 
second examination of the urine, entirely disappeared, and 
the urine was whey-colored, and contained about one-sixth 
of its volume of albumen. 

In the fourth case in our Lst, the patient who had dys- 
peptic symptoms for some tinie belbre albumen was de- 
tected in his urine, numerous casts, mostly of the large 
waxy kind, but some containing oil globules, with an abun- 
dant deposit of pliospliates, were found about lour months 
after tlie existence of albumen was discovered; and in the 
liflh case, large waxy casts were also found ; and in both 
these cases the dropsy bad entirely disappeared for some 
time, and both had ihe florid complexion and general ap- 
pearance of good health before alluded to. In one of tliese. 



.but was of low specific gravity (1008 to 1010), and the 
quantity passed was large. The other case in which Iho 
urine was thus examined, was that of the patient just re- 
ceived iulo the ho^itul, which contained lithates, but do 
casta, nor blood globules, though the examination was but 
a partial one. 

Of these cases, one (the female) was in the hospital two 
months and eleven days, and left it in about the same con- 
dition as when she entered, with the urine of very low 
specific giavily, and loaded with albumen, Anotlier was 
in the hospital twenty-seven days, and lefl. it entirely free 
from dropsical swelhng, and with great diminution in the 
quantity of albumen, with the urine of very low specific 
gravity, and abundant in quantity. 

A Uiird (5th case) Icfl at the end of four and a half 



months, free from dropsical symptoms, and also from albu- 
men, which had disappeared from the urine two or three 
months before; but still passing a large quantity of whey- 
colored urine, of very low speciEc gravity. Three are still 
remaining in the house. One of these has been here five 
months, with numerous casts in the urine, mostly of the 
large waxy kind, and the urine consisiing of about one- 
third of albumen, though the dropsy has entirely disap- 
peared, and he has the appearance of good general healih. 
A second has been here nearly seven weeks, and is very 
much improved in general health, and his urine containiiig 
only about one-liflh of albumen, and of increased specific 
gravity. The third of Ibis group has just entered. The 
only remaining one of our list died with marked signs of 
pericarditis and great enlargement of the heart, fifteen days 
after Ills entrance here. 

A glance at the record of the cases will show tliat they 
presented features difiering much from each other, hardly 
agreeing in anything but tbe presence of more or less 
dropsical effusion at some period of their progress, and also 
of more or less albumen in the urine. The only variation 
in the means ordinarily employed in the treatment of these 
cases, was in the use of tbe chlorate of potassa, which 
several had taken before I saw them, and in some of whom 
I continued its use, but without perceiving any special 
result, either good or bad. The boi^air bath was used much 
more sparingly than in former years. I have often used 
this with much satisfaction in albuminuria, but consider it 
much better adapted to acute than to chronic cases, as a 
general rule. Though a valuable resource, it should not be 
used indiscriminately. In some patients it causes great 
irrilatjon of the skin, without producing free sweating, and 
sometinies even gives rise to an erysipelatous state of the 
skin, and even (o superficial ulcers on the limbs, II waa 
used fur only a few days in the first case in our list, our 
only female patient, and was then discontinued on account 
of its unpleasant eSects on the skin, and its negative results 
in causing free perspiration. ^ 

Dry cupping was used in the same case for some time, 
but with like negative results. It was a^^lied three times 
a week for some time, and the register carefully examined 
tbe next day after it was done, to see whether there waa 
any diminution in the quantity of water passed. Tbe 
symptoms in this ease were those of the large fatly kidney, 
and I doubt whether any good is to be expected from it in 
this class of coses. No cose presented ilself in which wet 
cup^were thought advisable, though recognised as being 
very effectual in acute and recent eases in robust persons. 
Mustard poultices, followed by the continuous application 
of flaxseed poultices, are found of great benefit m eases 
not sufficiently active in their character fof'eny abstraction 
of blood, and sometimes dry cups may precede these means 
with advantage. 

Diuretics were used in most of the cases, though doubtless 
in some in which their use was not indicated. The com- 
bination of acetate of potash and infusion of buchu waa the 
one almost exclusively used. It would seem more proper 
to dispense with this class of remedies when the quantity of 
urine daily passed is above the normal standard. 

Purgatives were used in some of them with manifest 
advantage. The form usedmoBtcommonly was that of tlie 
compound powder of jalap ; but this was found so ineflectual 
in two of iho cases that elaterium was substituted for it. 
The strong extract of this article was the form selected, and 
iliis was given in doses of one eighth to one quarter of ■ 
grain, and with most decided effect One of tbe cases 
referred to was that of the patient who had the epileptic 
attack, whose bowels were obstinately constipated, and who 
continued to have dimness of vision for some time after- 
wards. The other case in which elaterium waa used waa 
that of the painter, who was obstinately constipated, and 
whose legs were very miKh swoUen. He bad taken liberal 
doses of pulv. jalap, comp., which were followed by pills con- 
taining one-sixteenth of a grain of the strong extract; and 
under this treatment, without the use of any diuretics.ithe 
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dropay hod nearly disappeared at the ead of eleven dajs. 
The Urge quaDtit; of urine which he passed (at one time 
100 to 11 ounces dwiy) appeared to contra-indicate the 
use of any meaDs to act on the kidneys. 

The nitro-muriatic acid was used iu one case, that of the 
patient in whose urine there was an abundant deposit of 
phosptiatea, and was given in doses of three drops, three 
times daily, in infusion of gentian. These salts ceased to 
appear in the urine at the end of thirty-eight days, at wiiich 
time it contained albumen, in the proportion of aboul one- 
tiiird of its quaatily, and was passed at the rate of sixty or 
seventy ounces duly. The action of this acid is doubtless 
on the secondary process of digestion, and it would, there- 
fore, seem to be well adapted to certain coses in which this 
is deranged. In one case of albuminuria, in private practice, 
in which there was great disorder of the digestive organs, 
I witnessed temporary benefit from the use of the Oak Or- 



chard acid watwr, which doubtless acted in the same w 






Some form of iron was used in all the 
were treated, either the muriated tincture or the ammo- 
□io-citrate, except in one case in wliich the pure iron was 
given in combination with quinine and nux vomica, before 
the patient came under my care. It is probable that some 
form of mineral water containing iron, may be found scr- 
Ticeable in certain cases of albuminuria, but these should, 
perhaps, be avoided, if the quantity of urine passed be ab- 
normnl ; though I am unable to speak respecting this from 
personal experience. 

But I must close. Excuse me, gentlemen, if I have 
seemed to be too minule in my details of the cases, or 
have indulged in too much repetition, or have dwelt npon 
points of which you cannot now see the importance or the 
practical bearing. The interest in this disease derived from 
the increased attention which it is receiving front Uie pro- 
fession, as well as from ila intrinsic importance, must be 
my apology ; and I can assure yon that when called upon 
to lake the responsibility of caiies yourselves, you will 
eagerly seek for light both upon its diagnosis and manage- 
ment, which our knowledge of the subject does not now 
furniah so satis&ctority as could be desired. 



Wounds *t the Battle of Fort Donbl80!i.— Wounds of 
cranium, 14 ; scalp, 19 ; eye, i ; jaw, 4 ; chin, 2 ; tongue, 1 ; 
ear, 3 ; mouth, 4 ; other parts of the face, 10 ; neck, 8 ; frac- 
turea of the shoulder, 13; arm, IG; wounds of shoulder, 
30 ; arm, 27 i elbow, i ; fractures of Ibrearm, 4 ; wounds of 
forearm, 4; fractures of hand, 25; wounds of hand, 11 ; 
chest, penetrating cavity, ID; not penetrating, 10; back, 5; 
abdomen, 7 ; fractures of hip, 7 ; wounds of hip, 8 ; (rac- 
tures of ihigh, 9 ; wounds of thigh, 37 ; Iracturee of knee, 
2; wounds of^nee, 7: fractures of leg, 9 ; wounds of leg, 
27 ; fractures of foot, 4 ; wounds of foot, 2 ; powder burns, 
3. — Dr. AndreuHf Chicago Jour. 

The Provision fob tbb Wounded. — The experience of 

the Newbern wounded has bad a salutary effect upon the 
public There is to be no hick hereafter of ample accommo- 
d«tion for as many as shall be sent homeward during the 
Summer campaign ; and as the probability is that alktbe 
-wounded who can bear the journey will be removed as 
early as possible from the hot and malarious atmosphere of 
the Southern coast, the utmost provision made heie by the 
charitable will be wanted. The State authorities, we under- 
stand, have appropriated the Broadway vring of the Park 
Barracks to hospital uses. The agent of Massachusetts has 
secured for the reception of the New-England wounded, a 
large building upon tne comer of Broadway and Jolin street. 
These receptacles will no doubt meet every requirement so 
far as room is concerned. And what with the beneficent 
association of the city surgeons, and the appointment by 
Commissioners by the Eastern States, with ^nds necessary 
for the relief of want as well as of suSiiririg, there is assur- 
ance that the wounded soldiers of the Union will lack 
little in their passage through New York save one thing — 
quietude.— y T. Timtt. 
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PROTRUSION OP 
THE EYE-BALL AND CONSEQUENT DIPLOPIA, 

DEPENDENT UPON AN INTRA -OBBITAL CTBT. 

Bt freeman X BUMSTEAD, M.D., . 

Frances Ellison, aged 23, came under my care at the New 
York Eye lnflrmary| March 25, 1859, for protrusion of the 
led eye-boll. The history of her cose, as related by herself) 
was as follows : 

When about three years of age, she one day ran in from 
her play upon the door-step, with her hand covering her 
lel\ eye, and complaining of severe pain. Her mother found 
the eye protruding from its socket, and " put it bock again 
in place. According to the testimony of the elder children ' 
playing with her, she kad received no injury, but the pro< 
trusion had suddenly taken place, without apparent cause. 

Notwithstanding the replacement, said to have been 
effected by the mother, the eye appears to have continued 
somewhat protuberant, " the more so whenever she caught 
cold," but did not greatly disfigure her until after an attack 
of scarlet fever at die ago of seven years. 

When eight years old, she was placed under the care of 
the late Dr. William Clay Wallace, the discoverer .of the 
circular fibres of the ciliary muscle. Patient states that, at 
this time, the protrusion was excessive, so that " nearly tho 
whole globe hung down upon the cheek," and that she was 
exhibited to a number of surgeons as an extraordinary 
instance of exopbtliaimos. The treatment adopted by Dr. 
Wallace consisted in the introduction of a seton through the 
cyst, passing through the upper lid. This was worn for tin 
months, wifli the cCmI of causing the giobe to recede to 
such an extent that the protrusion was scarcely perceptible, 
and this favorable condition had continued until the autumn 
of 1858, when the eye began to advance again, and pain, 
felt especially when using the eye, obliged her to relinquish 
her occupation as a scomstreae. 

At the time of patient's first visit to the InBrmary (March, 
1859), lie left eye was found protruding forwands and 
downwards, and tlie upper lid was very prominent, impart- 
ing to the touch a feeling of obscure fluctuation, ■ Ui»n 
raising the upper lid, it was evident, from (he discoloration 
of the ocular conjunctiva and its elevation above the ^obe, 
that the protrusion was due to the presence within the orbit 
of an encysted tumor, which was advancing externally 
above the eyeball. Vision was unimpaired ; out do little 
annojiance was occasioned by the accompanying diplopia. 

The success of the treatment adopted by Dr. Wallace led 
me to adopt the same means, and I accordingly inserted 
through the upper lid and cystic walls a seton of four 
strands of iron wire. About a drachm of dark-colored 
fluid, containing flakes of greyish, cheesy material, and pre- 
senting under the microscope blood corpuscles, granular 
matter, and cells filled with granules, escaped from the 
points of puncture. The eye at once receded perceptibly ; 
the bluish discoloration of the conjunctiva disappeared, and 
in a few days complete relief from the pain was obtained. 
From the small amount of purulent discharge excit«d by 
the seton of iron wire, too little irritation of the cystic walls 
was thought to be produced, and a silk selon was substi- 
tuted, which was occasionally encaced with the compound 
iodine ointment, and was worn until June Ist, 1859, when, 
as it appeared to have occoniplished all the good of which it 
was capable, it was removed. The patient was now free 
from pain, and the eye, allliougli far from having returned 
to its normal position, was much less prominent than at her 
first visit. 

Patient has since called upon me from time to time that 
I might be able to watch the progress of her case. No 
material change, however, has taken place ; the eye remain- 
ing in the same condition aa upon the withdrawa^^^lw 
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wton. Tision in affected eye cootJDues good, and no inooii- 
veaience is esperieoced except from diplopia. Id June of 
the present year (1861), I embraced the opportunity of 
Studying tlie double images, atler the usual manner, by 
placing the patient in a darkened room, with a red-colorM 
glasj before the right and sound eye, aod noting the changes 
which took place in the images aa a candle was carried from 
e right to the exlreme left, and from the level of 



foiiowiog Table, which waa verified by repeated examina- 
tions, will exhibit these changes. 
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in^ this Table, we find, 

1. The chief mfiuence of the tumor upon the position of 
the left eye is to depress its horizontal meridian ; this 
iafiuence being more marked in the upper than in the tower 
half of the field of Tiw>n,and towards the lellthan towards 
right of the ntient. Thus we find that the vertical separa- 
tion (the wnite being the higher) increases from below 
upwards upon the leit of patient, from 3 to 11 and 20 
inches; in front of patient, from 1 to 6 and 9 inches; and a 
similar increase is noticed m proceeding from right to left 

2. The influence of the tumor upon Uie vertical meridian 
is null in the horizon. Below to the floor, the vertical 
meridian of the affected eye is slighdy carried inwards, 
producing convergent strabismus ; while above, it is carriea 
outwards, causing divergent strabismus; as shown by the 
homonymous and crossed images respectively. 

3. Anun, the influence of the tumor upon the position of 
the V. H. of the left eye is evinced, as the eyes are directed 
diagonally upwards and to the right. As shown by Von 
Grade, when this motion is executed by healthy eyes, the 
T. M. M. are inclined parallelly Co the right In the pre- 
lent instancy this inclination is obstructed in the left eye, 
the V, M. of which remains straight, or nearly so. The 
parallelism of the Y. M. M. is therefore deetioye'd, and the 
two images upon the retina converge at the top ; but, " as 
in conformity with the laws of normal vision, the image 
falling in the slanting meridian of the healthy right eye 
qipeara Btrught to the patient, tjie image of the aiSected 
eye necessarily seems to her slanting."* In all other posi- 

• Dr. Jobn B. Walla, Opbth. HaqkBepta^voL II. p. 1411. 



tions than the one mentioned the T. M. U. 
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4. But one other phenomenon, the explanation of which is 
attended with much greater dimculty, remains unnoticed; 
I refer to the apparent difference in the distances of the two 
images in certain positions of the candle, viz., to the patient's 
"left belbw," "middle below," and "middle horizon;" in 
all of which the white flame of the protuberant eye ia 
referred to a further point than the red unage <^ the sound 

It is well known, that the same phenomenon attends 
paralysis of the superior oblique muscle, in which the pietido 
image seems nearer to the patient than Chat of the healthy 
eye ; and that it has been explained by Von Qraefe npon 
the supposition that the' eye, beeA from the traction for- 
wards of the superior oblique, is drawn more doejJy into 
the orbit by the uaopposed action of the recti, ^n the 
present instance, the diseased is in advanee of the sound 
eye, and Che image of the former is referred to a mor« 
distant point than the image of the latter ; but it is evident 
^at the phenomenon in question cannot be satisfactorily 
expWocd by the exophthalmos alone, otherwise it would 
be constant in the whole field of vision, whereas it is limited 
tA the three portions above mentioned. 

I fancied at one time that I had discovered the solation 



would naturally be referred to a more distant point than 
the inferior ; but, ignoring the fact that this explanalion 
did not suffice for the difference in the dist&nces in the 
" middle horizon," I found, upon placing the patient in the 
recumbent posture, so that when looking towards her feet 
the images would be projected against the wall, that the 
same difference in their apparent distances existed. I was 
obliged, therefore, lo relinquish this idea, and must confess 
my mabitity to furnish a satisfactoiv solution. One object, 
however, in publishing this case, baa been to add to the 
known facts upon which, it is hoped, a reliable explanation 
of the phenomenoa in question will, at no distant time, b« 

I have only to add. that the diplopia in this case is 
entirely overcome, and the two images are united by a 

frism of 8*, with its base directed upwards and inwards. 
have bad such a one made for my patient, which she is 
now wearing willi great comfort 



THE LEAVES OF THE BICINTJS COMMUNIS, 

AS A GALACTAGOGUE. 

Br WILLUM QIUILLAN, M.D, 



In the Medical Tiues, January II, 1862, I published the 
report of a case where the leaves of the Ricinus Communis 
haii been used successfully as a galactagogue. 

Since ihat time I have used it in three cases, and I shall 
briefly record them, that others may be induced to try the 
remedy. By the accumulated experience which 1 hope will 
soon be brought to bear on this subject, the powers of this 
will be definitely settled, and the range of its appIicabiUty 
correctly ascertained. 

Casb I. — Mrs. li., a primipara, et 22, blonde, quite 
healthy, wss delivered, alter a natural labor, December 22, 
1861, of a vigorous male child. Her convalescence was 
rapi^ and she was not annmic Three weeka after deli- 
very she told me she had not enough nourishment for the 
baby and was obliged to feed him. Her breasts were fully 
developed, and there was no ascertainable cause for tlie 
deficiency of the lacteal secretion. I waited for two weeka 
longer, to observe if the milk would increase spontaneously, 
but it seemed rather to diminish in quantity. On the 30th 
of January, I directed the patient to take a teaspoonful of 
the fluid extract of the leaves of Eicinua communis, three 
times a day. After she bad taken ten doses she stopped 
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the use of the remedy, as the milk wu then quite abun- 
dant, as much as the babj could draw, and artificial feeding 
was not required. However, in less than two weel^ the 
milk began to diminish rapidlj, and the hehj required to 
be fed. On beioc apprised of (hiq I ordered the patient to 
resume the use of the fluid extract, and continue it for four 
or five days. The result was the same as before, the milk 
became quite abundant, and feeding was dispensed with. 
Up to the present time the supply continues pfentifuL The 
amount used on this last occasion was Jijin 3j. dwes. 

Case II. — Mre. M., let 25, had previously two miscar- 
riages, and was dehvered in the latter part of October of a 
nuile diild. She suffered con^derabl; from hffimoirhoids, 
want of appetite, and was in rather feeble health. When 
the baby was three months old she told me that she re- 
quired to feed him in great part for the last month. The 
diild suffered from cohc and occasional diarrhcea, etc., and 
constant vomiting, but it seemed moderately well nourished. 
Ailer a short course of tonics she improved in health, and 
I desired ber to lake a drachm of the extract three times a 
dav. She did so, until J iij. were taken. She thought the 
milk had increased a little, but I am doubtful if there was 
much change, as the child still re<^uired la be fed. If there , 
was any increase of milk I attribute it to her improved 
general health. I intended making a second trial of the 
remedv in this case, of^r two or three weeks, but at thai 
time Mrs. M. was attacked with measles (for the second 
lime), which rapidly assumed an adynamic type, uid re- 
quired strong stimulation with brandy and ammonia, to 
carry her through the crisis, ^e is now slowly convalesc- 
ing, and at a fiiture time I may try the Ricinus communis. 

Case III, — Mrs. G., ceL 31, dark hair and clear complex- 
ion, tall, and in robust health, was delivered of her fourth 
child, a boy, Feb. 6, 1862, after a rapid labor. Previous to 
her marriage an operatiou was performed on one breast. Pro- 
bably, from the oescription, it was the removal of a fibrous 
tumor ; the nipple and a portion of the gland were left, but 
the nipple was drawn down bf the cicatrix, and the breast 
was not used in nursing. The remuaing breast was im- 
mensely developed. With her three previous children the 
milk became gradually more scanty sfler the first month of 
lactation, and at three months ceased. At the fiflh week, 
Urs. G-. noticed the milk decreasing, as it had done each 
time previously. I ordered lier a supply of the extract of 
the leaves of Ricinus communis, and to lake a drachm 
three tiroes a day. After teking six doses of It she stopped, 
as the milk was veir abundant, more than the child could 
use, and the dittennon of hrr brtatt very painful. To tliis 
date the milk is quite abundant. 

In the four cases in which I have used this remedy, there 
have been three in which the success was unequivocal, and 
one future. From auch small datA it is often fallacious to 
generalize ; but, apparently, no dnig in the phannacopceia 
•cts with more certainty in property selected cases. 

This medicine would seem lAbeathVednuinimary itimu- 
Jant It is indicated in all cases where such a stimulus alone 
is wanted for the proper secretion of milk; that is to say, 
where the absence or deficiency of milk depends upon a 
want of activity in the secerning process. We ollen find, 
where the secretion of milk is deficient, that the " fons el 
origo maU" lies, not in tbe inc^acity of the mammary 
glands to secrete, but in the weakened state of the general 
system, and the impoverished condition of the blood, 
which contains no pabulum for the secretion of milk. In 
such a case,. a direct mammary stimulant can be of no use. 
It is Uke drawing a check on a banker when there are no 
assets in the bank. Case II. is an illustration of this point. 
I used the remedy in that case, scarcely believing that it 
would have much efiect. The result did not disappoint me. 
But when the subject is in good health and the deficiency 
of milk is dependent on no pathological state, this remedy 
is in^cated, and I believe it will then rarely faiL So much 
for the remedy as a physiological stimulant; but I believe 
it ms^ be tried usefully as a therapeutjc agent. We find, 
oocasionsUy, that although the mother's milk is abundant 



in quantit;;^, it lacks some of the proper elements of nutri- 
tion, as evinced by the child wasting away ; but if a wet- 
nurse be emplt^ed, or tbe child fed, it begins to grow. In 
such a case, before resorting lo these last means, I would 
suggest the use of the fluid extract. A remedy which exer- 
cises such a power over the quantity of a secretion, must 
have some efiect on the qualih/, and it ia at least plausible, 
that the cases above indicated may be benefited by it. 
When I have used the remedy I have perceived no ^ect 
on the nervou.'f, circulatory, or digestive oijans. Its taste 
is not unpleasant. Where succefefiil, its effects have been 
manifest in three da^s or less, but its tri^ might be pro- 
longed if unsucceaefuL 

In the case which I reported in January, I used a poul- 
tice of the leaves, besides the internal exhibition of the re- 
medy. In tbe three cases now reported the poultice was 
dispensed with, and the results were equally favorable. A 
poultice is unclean and incpnvenient, and I beUeve the intei^ 
nal use of the medicine will accomplish everythbg. Yet I 
do not deny the efGcacy of the poultice ; I believe it would 
succeed alone in some cases. 

The fluid extract was prenared and supplied by Mr. 
Chishman's successor, 941 Broadway, in all the cases. From 
him I learn that aome physicians have tried it, but I have 
not been able to ascertain willi what result By publishing 
the results of their experience, whether successful or un- 
successful, phyaiciana will contribute to settie the merits of 
the drug. 

IB* CLDfTDi' Bt., BxWELIIr, April T.lBtt. 



ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE CONDITION 

OF THE INSANK 

Br JOHN B. CHAPIK, M.D., 

BUOBIB BALL, OAHASVAISUA, H. T. 

Havtho given a brief sketch of tbe lunacy history of the 
Slate in a previous number, the inquiry which su^esta 
itself next is. What is the present number of insane per- 
sons in the Stale, and the provision for their treatment and 
care? 

The insane may be divided among four classes: — The 
independent, the indigent, the pauper, and criminal ; a dis- 
tinction based wholly upon the social condition of the indi- 
vidual af^r attack. All conjectures as to the number 
belonging to each class must be vague and unsatisfactory, 
from the manner in which census returns are made. We 
must, however, take them as they are. According to the 
last State census (1855) the tol^ number of insane was 
2742. According to the report of the Secretary of State 
for 1860, there were in the county poor-houses and asy- 
lums tdone, 2042 insane paupers. At the same date ther« 
wera 617 patients in the St«te Asylum at Utica, 155 in 
Bloomingdale Aaylum, and at least 100 in Brigham HatL 
Canandaigua, and in Sanford Hall, Flushing, ma£ng a total 
of 2814 m the several asyluma and poor-houses in the 
State. This statement does not include the insane of tbe 
independent cla^ not in as^lum^ but cared for in private 
families, or the insane criminals m the asylum at Auburn. 
These cannot fall below 1000 in number, and may reach 
1500. The total number, therefore, may be stated in 
round numbers to be 4000. 

In disposing of insane persons the law conuders three 
classes: — The indigent, the pauper, and the criminal. 
The law con^dera a person attacked with insanity within 
one year prior lo application for relief, and not possessed 
of property sufficient to support him in an Mylum, in indi- 
gent circumstances. To preserve the hmited means he 
may be possessed of the County Judge is directed to issue 
an order for his admission and support in the State Asylum, 
at the expense of the county, for two years, if he abould 
be so long insane. At the expiration of this period, if he 
should not recover, discretionary power rests with the 
managers to return him to tbe county whence he was sent. 
If a person not possessed of any pn^>erty is attacked with 
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insanity, the law considers him a pauper, and the Superin- 
tendent of the Poor is directed to provide for him. He 
mag send him to the State Lunatic Asylum, or to eome 
other receptacle approved by resolution of the board of 
Buperviwirs. Insnne pcrsonB of the criminal c1a$3 are sent 
to the St&te Asylum, or, if insane convicts, to the afylum 
at Auburn, where lliey are detained until discharged by 
due process of law, which can only take place wheu reco- 
TejT baa ensued. ' 

In examining tie several provisions of the law it will be 
obserred Hhat of the three cloEEes the criminal is more 
liberally and humanely provided for ; that between the 
pauper and indigent a discrimination, based solely upon 
possession of property, is made to operate against the 
former ; that, in case (he lunatic's claims come before the 
County Judge, he has only to examine into the fact of 
insanity, and the indigence of the individual, and if satisfied 
these conditions exist he has no discretionary power, but 
is directed to send the ca?e to the asylum ; thikt in the case 
of the pauper the Superintendent of the Poor may send 
hini to the lunatic asylum, or to a receptacle approved by 
the Supervisor, that is,' tlie county poor-house. As the 
law does not define very clearly what possessions consti- 
tute indigence, it follows that the practice in different coun- 
ties is not uniform. An indigent person in one county 
may be considered a pauper in another, heDce irregulan- 
ties ensue, 

Couuty Judges and Superintendents of the Poor are 
elective, and chosen to perform functions entirely dissimilar. 
They are persona whose training, education, and powers of 
discrimination are, usually, widely different. The one dis- 
penses and administers law, while the other is engaged in 
a variety of administrative duties which pertain to the 
economical care of the county poor. While these circum- 
stances inspire the judicial omcer to a more independent 
and appreciative discharge of his duties, the poor-officer is 
iofluenced rather by pecuniary considerations. He gradu- 
ally and naturally conies to favor a system attended witJi 
the least present outlay, and so disposes of bis insane as to 
show to his constituents a moderate expenditure for their 
support, regardless of the solemn obligations which a dis- 
cretionary power or the nature of the disease impose upon 
him. Thus the law permits the sordid views of a public 
officer to control individual interests of vital moment to 
their serious deliiment. In other cases the Superintendent 
of Poor is influenced by motives, not, however, the out- 
growth of his humanity. It may fall to his lot to dispose 
of a noi^ and turbulent patient, who would disturb the 
quiet of the county-house, or a filthy patient, who would 
rei^uire more than usual care to render tolerable. These 
cases he unhesitatingly sends to the asylum, while other 
cases, which are quiet, or can assist themselves, are sent to 
the connty-house. Again, in some instances the individual 
is possessed of some property, and will in all probability be 
sent to the asylum unlil his limited means are exhausted, 
when he will be promptly removed. All cases chargeable 
to the Commissioners of Emigration are invariably sent to 
the* asylum. Thus we see a variety of circumstances 
attaching to a case governing the disposition of it, and not 
the nature of the disease ; how abuses multiply and become 
sanctioned by pret^enis, where the interests of the insane 

Cr are intrusted lo persons who are commonly unfitted, 
nlucation or sympathies, to exercise property such an 
important trust. It must not be underslood there are no 
honorable exceptions. We know the contrary. 

No provision for the insane of the independent class is 
made other than we have heretofore mentioned. Such hos- 
pital accommodation as does exist has never been ample, 
and great numbers of citizens of (his State have been com- 
pelled lo resort to other States. For some unaccountable 
reason the presumption is entertained that private enter- 
prise and individual efforts would provide the desired 
accommodations. It is doubtful whether these expecta- 
tions are realized; also to what extent they should be 
encouraged. 



Of the insane in the State but a small porlion are in a 
hospital at a given time. The majority are in the county- 
houses, or at their homes. The hospitals are subject to 
visitation and inspection, and their officers act under certaiti 
rules for their government, all of which was intended to 
subserve the highest interests of the patients. On the other 
hand, the insane in our poor-houses, and elsewhere, are not 
subject to intelligent care and inspection, and there is no 
law, that we are aware ot that makes it the dutv of a single 
human being lo publish the abuses, or correct the wretched 
system under which they are compelled to exist. 

The majority of the insane in the Sute are confined in 
the'several poor-houses with the sanction of law, and the 
approval of the Boards of Supervisors. Their adaptation 
to this purpose deserves a brief inquiry. They are usually 
respectable farm-houses in size and appearance, and are 
intended to receive, under one organization and without 
classification, paupers of all classes end conditions. The 
intemperate, vicious and virtuous, indigent and destitute, 
mutes, blind, insane, imbedles, infants and orphan children, 
are huddled together, and presumed to be cared for under 
the same roof. It is obvious that in the attempt to care for 
all not one class is properly provided for. Of the condition 
of the county houses we might speak from limited personal 
observation. Fortunately (or our purpose, we may use the 
language of a committee, in a report to the Senate, made 
January 9, 1857. As general receptacles the committee 
use the following language concerning the alms-houses: — 

" They exhibit such a record of filth, nakedness, licen- 
tiousness, general bad morals, disregard of religion and the 
most common religious observances, as well as the moat 
ordinary comforts of life, as, if published in detail, would 
disgrace the State and shock humanity." 

Of the treatment of (he insane they say it is " frequently 
abusive. The cells and sheds where they are confined are 
wretched abodes, often wholly unprovided with bedding. 
In most cases female lunatics had none but male attend- 
ants. Instances were testified to of the whipping of male 
and female idiots and lunatfts, and of confining the latter in 
loathsome cells, and binding them with chains. In one 
county, where eleven lunatics were confined, six were in 
chains I some of (hem females. • • • * In some 
poor-houses the committee found lunatics, both male and 
female, in cells, in a slate of nudity. The cells were into- 
lerably offensive, littered with the long- accumulated filth of 
the occupants, and with straw reduced to chaff by long use 
as bedding, portjons of which, mingled with filth, adhered 
to the persons of the inmates, and formed the only covering 
they had." 



There is a Universal Sodely of Ophthalmology. Each 
year it changes its seat of action from one to anoiher of the 
great scientific centres of Europe. Eleven such centres of 
action have already been chosen ; viz. Berlin, Brussels. Leip- 
zig, London, Munich, Paris, Prague, Turin, Utrecht, Vienna, 
Zurich. Each centre has its Committee. The London 
Committee is composed of Messrs, Bowman, Critchett, 
Streatfeild, an4 Wliite Cooper. This year the meeting 
takes place in Paris, between September 30(h and October 
3d.— By^ Htd. Jour. 

Db. W. H. Cbctich, of this city. Medical Director of Gen. 
Burnside's army corps, successfully ligated the external 
iliac artery af^er tlie battle of Roanoke Island. We learn 
also that the surgeon of a New York regiment ligated Ihe 
common iliac artery after the affair of the Merrimac at 
Fort Monroe. 



est of which shall be devoted- to the purchase of a medal 
called the " Quekett Medal." It ^U be given annually 
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BBBVICE OP DB. WILL* ED PAEKEH. 

Case IV. — Juncture o/the SkuH; Metravaaation of Mood 
ovtr the opposite Hemisphere of the Brain ; ConwliionM ; 
D^Vi <m the IZtk day. {Reported by B. A. Seoor, M. D., 
Bouse Surgeon.) — Margaret Martin, tet. 30, widow, intem- 
perate, and the mother of two cWldren. Four daye before 
admission to the hospital patient fell into a sub-cellar, and 
received coDtusions on the head and elsewhere. The in- 
jury was followed by loss of speech, and vomiting, but no 
imwurment of intelligence. She was able to ait up and 
walk about antil the fourth day, when convubions set in. 
On admission she was stupid ; was un'able to protrude the 
tongue, or to make any other voluntary niovements ; there 
was paralysis ; a Irequent quick and weak pulse ; ejctremi- 
ties cold ; she then had convulsions for several hours, which 
did not t^ain make their appearance until the sixth day. 
The paroxysms were frequent, and were characterized by, 
tonic conlntctioD of the muscles, rolling of the eyes up- 
wards and to the right, thumbs drawn in to the palm, and 
expiration BCarcelj performed, inspiration catching. Dur- 
ing the intervals of sense and general convulsion there 
was constant twitching of muscles, especially of the face. 
The pupils were natural in die, and answered to light, the 
led being a little sluggish. The bronchial tube became 
impeded wilb mucous exudation, and at length patient 
was quite insennble. 

On the seventh day she passed from an insensible state 
to delirium, walking about the ward, and impatient of 
interference or control On the day following she again 
had frequent paroxysms of general convulsions, mild in 
character, perfect quiet intervening. Dr. Willard Parker, 
visiting surgeon, trephined the skull at the point of tumor ; 
this was found to consist of eitravasated blood; the 
denuded skull bled. The operation did not discover any 
cause for the symptoms. A few hours ttter new symp- 
toms uipeared; patient became hemiplegic on right ade; 
decided mcrease of intelligence; the convulsions were no 
Ignger general, but conBaed to the right, the paralysed 
side ; pulse 66, small, and compressible ; respiration 30. 
Death took place on the thirteenth day. While under 
observation the bowels and kidneys were active, and the 
passages were not apparently observed by patient. Pulse 
increased in frequency, reaching 140, failing in force at the 
same time; respiration daily became more hurried, the fast 
three days being from 36 to 48 per minute ; at no time 
■were the pupils contracted, insensible, or markedly unequal : 
no coma, but rather increase of intelligence, as manifestea 
by readiness in taking nourishment. 

The fece on the tenth day became drawn to the left 
aide. Marked increase of temperature was noted on the 
paralysed side. The manner of death indicated exhaustion 
of innervation, marked by taxness of the skin, moisture, 
decrease of temperature, pulse sinking away, respiration 
a mere thoracic motion, and" complete insensibility. 

Atilopiy. — Extravasation of blood and ecchymosis in 
Bcalp^ on right side. Fracture of the skull extending from 
A point on the right, and posterior to the vertex, down- 
wards behind mastoid process, nearlv or quite to. foramen 
magnum. The dura mater over left nemisphere was lifted 
up, dark and opaque. Between it and the brain extrava- 
sated blood to the depth of half an inch, black, and semi- 
fluid. In^'the lower portion of middle lobe a small clot 
projected into the brain substance, and was bounded by 
red softening. Thoracic and abdominal viscera congested ; 
otherwise in appearance healthy. 



BEBVICB OF DR. ALONZO CLARK. 

Case y.—Aptgilexi/ ; CompUtt Paralyms of Right Side. 

Death ; Autopsy. {Reported by A. N. Brocewat, U.D., 

Senior Assistant Physician.)— Charles A , brought to 

the hospital by a policeman, Nov. Sth, 1861. The ofBcer 
stated that he found him in on insensible condition upon 
the sidewalk, and was informed that while patient was 
walking along the street he was seen suddenly to fall. 
He was apparently about 50 years of age. No previous 
history could be obtained. When admitted he was insen- 
sible ; pulse 68, full, and the respiration slow, but not ster- 
torous ; pupils dilated, and not sensible to light ; extremities 
cold. There was complete paralysis of motion on the 
right side. When the integument on that side was pinched, 
convulsive movements took place, probably from reflex 
action ; pill of colocynth and crolon oil was administered, 
and the bladder relieved by the catheter of three oz. of 
highly colored urine, not albuminous; sp. gr. 1008. The 
cathartic produced copious evacuations. At six p.h. the 
condition of the patient was slightly improved. When 
^oken to loudly would open his eyes, and give signs of 
animation. Being told to protrude the tongue would open 
his mouth and make ineflfectual efforts te do so. Tongue 
inclined te the right side. Took six oz. of blood by cups 
from Uie back of the neck. Nov. 11th. — Both urine and 
feces passed involuntarily in bed. Con swallow fluids 
readily, but solids produce a choking sensation. Nov. 14th. 
— Condition much the same. There being a tendeni^ to 
bedsores patient was to-day removed to another bed. Nov, 
17th. — Pulse 98, weak; ordered beef-tea and eggs. He 
seems to i-ecognise those about him, and tries te talk, but 
is not intelligible. Nov. 20th. — Is failing; pulse scarcely 
appreciable at the wrist, and the capillary circulation every- 
where is languid ; paralysis of right side complete ; urine 
and feces possed involuntarily. For one or two nights past 
has been restless, making a noise, and disturbing those 
about him. Takes of stiraulonla six oe. per diem. Nov. 
23d. — Is sinking gradually ; pulse not appreciable at the 
wrist; stimulant continued. Patient died quietly at about 

Autopsy. Fifty hours after death. — The dura mater was 
seen to be somewhat congested, and after removing this 
membrane the aritchnoid was found much distended with 
serous fluid, with here and there patclies of lymph, giving 
evidence of recent inflammation. By dividing the brain 
laterally the left lateral ventricle was found distended with 
coagulated blood to such an extent that a portion had 
passed through the foramen of Munroe, and filled the ante- 
rior comit of the right ventricle. Anteriorly the eitrava- 
sated bipod bad ruptured the left ventricle, and ffcnetrated 
for about an inch mto the substance of the brain. There 
was an ounce or more of bloody serum in the posterior 
comu of the right ventricle. All about the coagulum there 
was evidence of red softening. The ruptured vessel was 
in the corpus striatum of the left side. Dr. Clark considered 
the apoplexy primary, followed by cerebritis or red soften- 
ing, ana this in turn producing arachnitis with eBusio:^ 



Drb, Hekrv M, Lyuah, Benjamin A. Segur, 8. W. 
Bowles, Charles H. Suydam, Sylvester E. Strong, and R. 

Halstead Ward, left this city several days wnce, under 
orders to report to the Medical Director at Nashville, Tenn., 
where they are to do hospital duty. 

The oivntronce of &e Sabbath is a duty to which medical 
men are bound, so far as is compatible with the urgencies 
of the cases under their chai^. Viuts may often be made 
with sufficient convenience and benefit either before the 
hours of going to church, or during the intervals of public 
worship. And in many chronic ailments, the sick, together 
with their attendants, are qualified to participate in the 
social offices of religion, and should not be induced to 
forego this important privilege by the expectation of a call 
from their physician or surgeon. — Prof. BaJttr'i VaMicloty. 
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Dr. EnACEOwizER preaented a tumor, remored a few dajs 
before from the substance of the breast of a joung femide 
Iwenty-sii years of age. She had noljced the coramence- 
meoC of the growth about three years ago. It, however, 
o pun, and remained stationary until within the last 



quite movable, felt pretty solid, and was tbou^t to be sar- 
comatous in character. After its removal it was found 
constituted of lobulated texture; the single lobules being 
Tery firmly united by some streaka of adhesive fibrous 
tissue, witn onBcea scattered througbout. Under the mi- 
croscope it presented the true glandular structure, and 
belonged to tne variety styled, by Paget, mammary tumors. 

JLMEinilBH OF BOBCLAVtAX ABTBRT. 

Dr. Krackowizer next presented a specimen of rupture 
of an aneurism of the subclavian artery, and gave the his- 
tory as follows : — The patient, from whom this specimen 
was taken, was a man forty years of age, origina'Iy of a very 
robust coDStJtu don. He had a fine voice, and being attach^ 
to one of the popular glee clubs was very frequently out 
la'e at nigbt, and indulged somewhat in the use of strong 
beverages. Some years ago he attached himself to a mu- 
sical band and perlormed on the trombone. The habit of 
drinking indulged in previously became now a professional 
neoesaty, altbou^ he could not strictly be said to have led 
an intemperate Ine. A few years ago he contracted syphi- 
lis, but the'fcaot of a proper restrwnt upon himself rendered 
treatment for (he affection almost uaelees. I was informed 
that ader this attack .he would be subject to occasional 
attacka of eruption, when be would resort to medical treat- 
ment until such time as he began to improve, when he 
would a^un neglect himself. Notwithstanding all this his 
constitution kept up very well until two years ago, when 
he noticed that after the usual excesses he felt veiy languid 
and sick for a few days foUowing ; he also wa^ at times, 
troubled with a cough. He still pursued his vocation until 
ten months ago, when in the act of moving, one very cold 
day, he waa taken with hoarseness, which amounted almost 
to aphonia. He never regained his voice from tliat time. 
He applied to several physicians, who considered the disease 
to be laryngitis. The usual remediea were administered 
internally and externally, but without any manifest im- 
pcovemenL During all this time he continued to perform 
on Ilia wind instrument without any difficulty. About the 
last of October his band marched with a regiment to Wash- 
ington, and since tliat time he had been in camp doing his 
duty as a musician up to eight or ten days before he died. 
About that time he noticed a little swelling in the subcla- 
vian region, which had commenced without any unusual 
sensation ; this be showed to the Burgeon of the regiment, 
who pronounced it a simple glandular swelling. £ut the 
tumor still continued to increase in siie, and me Bui^;eon, 
examining it a second time, pronounced it aneurism, and 
niged him to go home in order that an operation mi^t be 
pmormed forliis relief Several days were lost in getting 
Ifarough the formaliues which are deemed necessary to 
grant a furlough; meanwhile the swelling so much in- 
creased that considerable difficulty of swallowing was occa- 
sioned.. On the 25th of February he took the night train 
for New York. He felt very sick indeed, and was two or 
three times attacked witli suSbcation in the cars. He 
■mved on the morning of February 26th ; whether he went 



towards home in an omnihosor not is not known, but near 
his house be was rept^niaed by some friends, who were 
shocked by his condition, and his great dyspnoea. With 
their as»Btance, however, he was able to wallc up to the 
filUi floor of a tenement house. When he arrived in th& 
room and took a chair, he was seiied witb a frightfiil attack 
of BuffocatioD. A phymdan waa sent for, who, on looking 
at tlie tumor, let me know immediately of the man's con- 
dition, in the hope that something might be done by an 
operation. After the news reached me I started at once 
for the place, and arrived there about four o'clock the same 
afternoon. 

I found the patient ntting in a high-backed chair. The 
eyeballs protruded somewhat, and tbe right pup'l was con- 
tracted, while the left waa somewhat dil^ed. The face was 
of a dnskr hue, and bathed with perspiratioa The breath- 
ing waa loud and difficult, while the neck was disfigured 
by an immense tumor, which commenced immediately 
under the chin and extended down to tlie clavicles, the 
lateral limits being each tnotcnue musda The tnmor was 
of such a wze that at its highest point it was about two 
inches above the level of the ciiin. The larynx and tracbe* 
could neither be ftll nor seen. The skin was extended to 
Its utmost degree, so that there was not the slightest pos- 
sibility of raisinff the smallest fold. On the right wde the 
skin had somewhat of a doughy fi»l ; and there were two 
or three ecchymotic spots upon the surface. PuIsatioD 
could easily be detected by the eye almost all over the 
tumor, at least its right or most prominent portion. Ap- 
plying the stethoscope in that situation a loud bellows 
murmur wm detected, but no ancurismal thrill. The right 
side of the tumor somewhat overlapped the clavicle of that 
Mde. The respiration was 21 per minute, very labored, 
and there waa no pause between inspiratjon and expiration. 
With every inspiration there was a deep hollow formed on 
each side under the false ribs. The sound of percnssioD 
was normal everywhere, and a harsh veaicnisr munnur 
was heard all over the cheat. The situation of the heart 
was normal, the apex being felt underneath the fifth 
rib. The dulness over the precordial region was noi^ 
mid in extent, and the rhythm of the heart ^ss per- 
fect. The pulse in the left wrist was not accelerated, but 
rather somewhat retarded, while the right radial pulse 
waa silenL The gentleman who had seen the case previ- 
ous? sud that at that time there was a very feeble pulse 
on the riffbt side. So it seems tiiat the cause of pressure 
of the subclavian waa then still going on. These were the 
prominent symptoms. I was just through with my exami- 
nation, and had barely opened the window, and sent for 
ice, when the patient seemed to breathe with more diffi- 
culty. He looked somewhat bewildered, and attempting 
to rise he was forced gently back into the chair again. His 
face became dark blue, his eyes protruded, and the perspi- 
tion streamed profusely down the face. I thought lie 
would certainly die asphyxiated. Meantime the ice arrived, 
and by rubbing the temples and neck with it this attack 
passed over (o give way lo dyapnoea of a more severe 
character. His consciousness seemed to have been lost. 
The muscles were so relaxed that the trunk could not be 
maintained erect without assistance. The action of the 
heart, however, soon became vigorous again ; but the pupiie, 
between which tliere existed such a disparity before the 
attack, now became of equal size. I sal by the patient's 
side for two hours, when a medical friend volunteered to 
watch longer. The statement of this gentleman was, that 
he remained in that condition up to twelve o'clock that 
night, when he be^an to move his hands. This was the 
first sign of retunimg muscular aclion. He was offered 
water, which he refus^ (by words), being afrud that suSb- 
cation would be induced if he partook of any. He aroBe 
himself about this time, and with support walked through 
a large room and sat down on his bed. He was propped 
up in a recumbent ptosition, when shortly after he began to 
talk incoherently of matters connected with military life, 
and quietly died. 
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The poet'morlem eiaminalion was made thirteen hours 
after death. The swelling of tha neok suhBidfd suffieieoLly 
to fall back under the chin. The ricor morliB was marked. 
The ateroal extremity of the clavicle of the right side was 
uuoaually promioent, in consequence of the slemo-ciavicular 
ligament being much reiaxed. Afler the thorax was open 
the upper lobe of the right lung, and the whole of the left 
lung, were bound down by pretty firm adhesions. There 
wag also a small deposit of tuberculous matter in the upper 
lobe of each of the^e organs. The pericardium contained 
the normal quantity of serum. The skin of the neck wu 
TeiT firmly allhcreat to the superficial fascia underneath, 
and was infiltrated partly wilJt extravasatcd hlood, and 
partly with bloody aorum. Tlie right st^mo-cleido-maatoid 
muscle was pushed outwards and backwards, while the 
same muscle of tlie left side was more nearly in situ. The 
space between them and the chin was occupied by a large 
dark-colored tumor. After the superficial lascia and mus- 
cles arising from the sternum hod been cut away, a largo 
fresh-looking coagulum was exposed running up in the 
direction of the large vessels as lar as the level of the hymd 
bone. This cavity was filled with liquid blood. The pos- 
terior aspect of the sl«raal extremity of the right clavicle 
was bared of its periosteum, but the articulation was not open 
although [hecapsularligament wasverymuchrelaied. The 
clavicle and part of (he first rib were cut through, and the 
whole mass nere presented, including the heart, large ves- 
sels, eto., was brought home for more careful examination. 
The coagulum found underneath the superficial muscles of 
the neck seemed to permeate all the structures between the 
■uperAcial and deep layer of the fascia colli, and its limits 
above on the right side are the right side of the epiglottis, 
and tie rig^t side of the pharynx. The inuominata seems 
to be about the normal size, although its coats are some- 
what thickened and irregularly hard from patches of athe- 
roma imbedded in their substance. The same degeneration 
is observable in the common carotid, which, however, shows 
no signs of dilatation ; but immediately above the origia of 
the common carotid, where the origin of the subcUvian 
ought to be, it dilates into a sac the size of a hen's egg, 
with rather thin walls, from the posterior part of which Uie 
subclavian takes its ulterior course. The sac occupies a 
very short space upon the artery, equ^ only to about three- 
quarters of an inch. The par vagum is bound down by 
very firm adhesions to the sac of the aneurism - so also is 
the recurrent laryngeal The letl carotid and left subcla- 
vian seem to be normal ; the aorta feels as do the gene- 
rality of vessels where the process of atheromatous degene- 
ration has taken place. On putting the finger into the 
aneurismal sac from behind it enters the cavity in front, 
but I am not able to detect the situation of the rent. It 
looks as if, afler the rent had taken place, the edges had 
become everted and deposits of blood had taken place so as 
to obliterate it. 

There is one point in this case which is of great interest, 
viz. (he condition of the pupils before and after the attack 
which threatened asphyxia. On the one side where the 
greatest pressure was exercised by the blood in both a 
liquid ana coagulated form, the pupil was contracted, which 
shows that the cervical portion of the sympathetic nerve 
was sufficiently pressed upon to paralyse it and thus 
increase its influence upon the constrictor of the pupil. 
Ogle has collected about nineteen or twenty cases where 
he has shown that if the pressure upon tlie sympathetic 
through its cervical division is enough to obliterate its func- 
tion, then the pupil will be contracted, but when the pres- 
sure is sufficient to irritate the nerve then the pupil becomes 
dilated. In this case, after the threatened attack of 
asphyxia bad passed off, the action of the heart became 
weaker, the pressure of the coagulum was less, and the 
pupils were consequently normal in size. At the time the 
autopsy waa made, cedema glottJdis existed Co that extent 
as almost to close the entrance to the trachea. 

Dr. Clare supposed that the true explanation of the case, 
as would be given by Dr. Krackowizer, was, that there had 



of the ordinary sort for some months, 
and that on the patient's journey home Trom Washingtea 
a rupture had taken place, and that llie tissues outside the 
artery held tlie blood in check during the time be was 
under observation in this city. 
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" {Coaliniud /t'om pagi lU,) 
Dr. LAFonctTK, surgeon in chief of tlie Matemiti of Tou- 
louse, in a very interesting comniunicalion entitled Note 
aur Itt vardnationa prematuriea, pubUshed in the Union 
Mtdicale of tlie 21st of September, 1861, expresses himself 
thus on early vaccination : " When I was appointed sur- 
geon to the ifal«miti Md the Credit, of the Hotel Dieu, 
where it is cusilomair to vaccinate children a few days after 
birth, I could not help expressing my astonishment and my 
fears at such practice. It was my principle not to advise 
vaccination, except during the second or third month after 
birth, and I did not think proper to inoculate vaccine 
during the first months of hfe. Indeed, I consi- 
dered tliis period of the new-hom's existence as a 
period of transition, during which the child undergoes 
the organic transformations proper to extra-uterine life, and 
I thought it necessary to wait till the organization was 
complete before inoculating a morbific principle whose 
action, unknown in itsessence, is very manifest in its effrcts. 
The persons attached to the Maternity and the Oricht for 
several years, assured me that experience had shown the inno- 
cuity of vaccination practised immediately after birth. It 
was not long before I recognised my d priori fears were 
not founded. Afler some little hesitation circumstances 
forced me to adopt the precaution of the house. Variola 
having made its appearance in the wards next to the Mater- 
niti and the CraJie, it became my duty to vaccinate all 
the children without distinction of age. This general vac- 
cination gave rise to one serious accident From that time 
vaccination is practised on all the new-bom children to 
insure them the benefit of the vaccine when they leave the 
Crtche to be intrusted to persons who, for the most part, 
live in the Pyrenees, where variola is sometimes epidemic 
The ohjec^ons I had to early vaccination disappeared before 
the numerous cases of innocuity of that operation when 
practised in healthy children — sheltered from the morbid 
inSuences which too often prevail in Maitmita and Cricha. 
Therefore, when 1 waa appointed to experiment with the 
cow-pox, I took advant^ of the favorable conditions in 
which these establishments were, to try it on healthy chil- 
dren, and on those bom in the intervals between the sittings 
for vaccination. 

I give the results of these vaccinations in a short sum- 
mary of the report presented to the committee by whom I 
had been appointed. On the 4th of May, 1860, 1 repaired, 
at 4 o clock P.M., to the Veterinary School, at the invitation 
of Mr. Lafosse, to inoculate to a child of the ericht the 
cowpox produced in a cow by the inoculation of the grease 
from a mare. In the presence of Professors Lafosse and 
Serres, of Dra. Cayrel and Omen, and of the students of 
the cbnic, I inoculated, by eight puncturea with a new 
lancet, the virus taken from two pustules developed on the 
left teats of tlie cow, to the arm of the child Rieux, bom 
March 9th, 1860, and consequently fifty-nine days old. 
During the same ratting. Dr. Cayrel inoculated with some 
virus taken &om the same cow, two older children. After 
this vaccination two pustules appeared on the left arm of 
the child Rieux, and one on the righL The development 
I and character of these tliree pustules were those of the 
vaccinal pustules. The members of the committee who ex- 
amined them, ascertained that they were identified by their 
form, their color, and their structure, with the pustules pro- 
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duced by good vaccine. On the 12iJi of May, theeigbth 
day, I vaccinated four children with the virus of tlieae pua- 
tuf^ Every eighth day I practLied now vaccinations, and 
I continued to do bo until the 30th of June, 1860. At this 
period Hugaet having made its appearance in the creche, I 
suspended the vaccination, at we are obUged to do every 
Tea'", during the great heat of summer, on account of the 

frave diseases which affect new-born children. From the 
2th to the 30th of June, forty-five children were vaccinated 
during the first days of life : two children were one day 
old ' four, two days ; two, three days ; five, four days ; 'two, 
five'daya; five, from six to twelve days; three, thirteen 
days; three, fourteen days; one, fifteen days; one, wxieen 
days. Six punctures, three on each arm, were made to 
all these children. All h»d six beautiful characteristic pus- 
tules. Of forty-five eliildren vaccinated, two only were 
affected with erysipelatous infiaromation of tlie skin. These 
were a little girl named Cansel, thirty-five days old, and a 
boy named Oltier, fourteen days old. In the first the ery- 
sipelatous inflammation, with swelling of the arms, appeared 
during the inflammatory period of the pustules. This erup- 
tion disappeared at tlie time of deaiccalJon, and the child, 
apart from a little fever, experienced no change of health. 
In the second the swelling was accompanied by an erysipe- 
latous redness, which spread over the whole body. Not- 
withstanding the intensity of this eruption, and of the fever 
which followed it, tliis affection ended in recovery. On 
the 7th of July, forty days after vaccination, this child had 
perfectly recovered, and could be placed out to nurse. The 
other forty-three children presented no other phenomena 
than those which usually accompany vaccination. 

To sum up ; the cowpox token from tlie first cow of the 
Veterinary School, and inoculated to a child nearly two 
months old, produced three vaccinal pustules presenting all 
the pathognomic characteristics of good vaccine. These 
pustules furnished vaccine for the eight sittings of vaccina- 
tion which took place every eighth day, and during which 
forty-five new-born children were vaccinated from arm to 
arm ; of these twenty-eight were from one to sixteen days 
old, and seventeen from one to nine months. These vac- 
cinations all succeeded, and gave as fine pustules as those 
of the old vaccine. Of tlie forty-five children vaccinated, 
two were attacked with erysipelatous inflammation of the 
arm, which, in one child fourteen days old, spread all over 
the body. These two children have recovered, notwith- 
standing the bad conditions of salubrity in which they 
were placed, muguet having made its appearance In tlic 
ereche. Two vaccinated children were attacked and reco- 
vered. This hffection was benign. The results furnished 
by the vaccination with the cow-pox are similar to tliose 
obtained by the vaccination of the preceding year, and of 
this year. The new-born children have supported per- 
fectly well the vaccinal eruption, and none have died from 
the consequences of inoculation. 

The innocuitj of vaccination practised during the first 
days of the life of children is tlien a well established fact. 
On the maternity of Toulouse, we have even observed that 
generally, the inflammatory reaction, produced by the vac- 
cinal pustules, was not so strong in children of that age as 
in older ones. Whilst new-bom children from two to eight 
days hardly feel the eruption, we see erysipelas and vac- 
cinal fevers break out in children several montJis old. It is 
BO true lliat the evolution of vaccine is slower and less 
intense in children just bom, that some persons, witnesses 
of these phenomena, have doubted the preventive value of 
premature vaccination. However, these phenomena have 
nothing to surprise physicians who know how little reac- 
tion accompanies operations performed on children a few 
days after birth. Circumcision, tlie operation for hnre-lip, 
the removal of supemumerary lingers, react proportionally 
less in the economy as they arc performed at a neriod 
nearer birth. I have twice removed supernumerary fingers 
the day after birth, and these operations have healed bj» 
first intention without producing any disturbance in the 
organism. Undoubtedly these operations are not to be 



compared to vaccination, which, besides the effect of the 
local inoculation, acts in a general way on the constitution; 
but they show of how Uttle inflammatory reaction the eltin 
of new-bom children is suacentibic, and explain the relative 
innocuity of the vaccine inoculated the first days after birth. 

Dr. Cayrel, conservateur of the vaccine for the Depart- 
ment of the Haute-Oaronne, whose long experience has a 
great weight in all questions relating to vaccine, has ascer- 
tained that the intensity of vacdnal reaction was in propor- 
tion with the age and development of the children. Null 
or very feeble in the new-bom, it is sometimes very great 
in older o[>e9. But because premature vaccinations are not 
dangerous, it does not follow that these operations are 
always inoffenmve. The accidents and the deaths observed 
by M. Barthez, during or a few days after the evolution of 
the vaccine, may be the consequence of the want of hygienic 
care or of morbid coraphcations so frequent and so grave 
in new- bora children. 

The vaccinated child, whatever he his age, must have 
attention and care that shelter him fi-om morbid complica- 
tions which threaten him during the evolution of the vac- 
cine. These precautions are not taken by persons leaving 
the matemitie, after the vaccination of their new-born 
children, and then it is not surprising if these children are 
seized with grave symptoms a Few days after their departure 
from the establishment. We must then take into good 
account, in the appreciation of facts relating to the result 
of vaccination, the hygienic and social conditions in which 
are placed the children under observation. 

To sum up, I think myself justified in concluding, 1st, 



accidents observed after vaccination are exceptional, or due 
to causes foreign to vaccination. But it does not follow 
from these conclusions that children ought to be vaccinated 
during the first days which follow their birth. In my 
opinion premature vaccination must be cottsidercd as & 
necessary operation in the ntattmilei and the rrttha, and 
in children placed in peculiar conditions of variola infection. 
In ordinary practice, and outside of these conditions, the 
age of three months seems to me the most favorable period 
for vaccination. 



M. Chalvert, writing of the insalubrity of French hos- 
pitals, says, inter alia : " The charpie and diflerent materiala 
used in dressing wounds, eta, are kept loo long in Ibe 
wards. They ateorb gaseous emanations. By on unfortu- 
nate coincidence, also, the supply of charpie is generally 
kept by the side of the lieva dfaisanca (we cannot say 
water-closets). I have seen," he writes, " the same box 
containing charpie for a month's consumption actually kept 
in the very litux where all fceljd and morbid and fecal 
matters from the ward were deposited. Moreover, the 
apparatus, etc., which havo been used in dressing, and 
soaked in pus, etc., are often left all the morning in the 
wards. Compresses, pads, etc, are all massed together, aud 
become a focus of fcelid emanations. The washing often 
of the linen used in poultices, etc., is very defective. 
SplintJS again, are not cleaned and washed, and often give 
out a putrid odor in the room where they are kepi." — Brit. 
Med. JeuT. 

Dr. HerBmass, who has had great experience in the 
treatment of syphilis, has peculiar ideas concerning the 
nature and treatment of the disease. " Syphilis," he t«lls 
us in the Wien. Mediirin. Wodietisfhr., " is a local disease. 
It is accurately limited to forma which stand in immediate 
ot^anic connexion with the original disease, and hare & 
local character." He knows of no such thing as a general 
syphilitic poisoning of the blood, and affirms that all the 
forms which have been hitherto traced to a sypbililjc crasia 
of the blood, and considered as constitutional, do not be- 
long to syphilis, but are distinctly to be traced to chronic 
niercurial}Sati.on^to the admixture of mercury with the 
food.- — Brit. Med. Jour. 
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CONTROL OF SMALL-POX. 
Tbe accumulated evidence that auall-pox is a preventable, 
and even eradicable disease, preseutB a series of facts from 
wliicli conclusions are deducible, aa undeniabie as matbe- 
malical demonatratioua. There ia no aubject in medicine 
which experiment has more satisfactorily settled. It is of 
the highest importance that the medical profession should 
accept these facts in the moat unqualified manner, and 
impress tb*m upon tbe coramuoity ; for tbe ultimate aim 
of these conclusioDS is the protection of the people bj the 
thorou^ and persistent application of the remedy. 

The several questions growing out of a diacu^on of this 
subject have recently been presented in a forcible light,* 
and we propose to call the attention of the profesuon briefly 
to them, jhe first of these queries is : — Does vaccination 
afford positive protection to those exposed to the Tariolous 
contagion 7 

In -some continental countries vaccination has long been 
compulsory, and tbe statistics which they present prove 
tbe ptower of vaccination to prevent small-pox. For 
example :— " In Holstein, from 1801 to 1822, 234,959 were 
subjected to vaccination, and only two individuals, even 
two years subsequent to this, had during all Ibat time been 
affected with small-pox. In the kingdom of Denmark, 
during the same period, only one individual among 447,605 
vaccinated bad been attacked by modihed variola." Within 
a few years great efforts have been made by the British 
Government to settle this question for the purposes of legis- 
lation. A large collection of facts was made, which are 
conclusive upon this point. To prove tbe unanimity of 
opinion on this question among English and Continental 
physicians, it ia sufficient to stat« that of five hundred 
medical men to whom the following question was addressed 
by Mr. Simon, Medical Officer to tbe General Board of 
Health in London, all but two answered negatively : — 
Have you any doubt that Euccesaful vaccination confers on 
persons subject to ita influence, a very large exemption 
from attacks of small-pox, and almost absolute aecurily 
againat death by that disease? 

Very pertinent to this inquiry are the facts furnished by 
Dr. WHiTTi.BSET, Remdent PhjBicion to the Nursery Hos, 
pital Randall's Island, New York, to Dr. Satbi, Resident 
PhyNCian, of New York. The tatter says, in his recent 
memorial to the Commissioners of Health : 

" During the years of 1854-65-56, there were admitted 
3,566 cbildreu, and yet no case of Small-pox occurred 
during this period, except four cases that were brouf^Iit 
there suffering from the diaeaac at the time of admissioo, 
and it never spread to the other inmates in a singit instance. 
During these three years the Doctor attended personally to 
tbe vaccination of every child on admission, but in the sub- 
sequent five years he states that it waa done by subordi- 
nates, and in many instances overlooked entirely, and the 
result is clearly seen in the table;; below, which show that 
44 cases of Small-pox had occurred out of 6,867 children 

* SuJUiT Cooinibalan. E. B«|»rl of iCommlUH 10001111011 br Um 
Bsnltirr CummlMlon lo nrcpue a Pipn on ibe Vilas al VudiiattuB In 
Armies. F. Q. Smllh, ILD., ind A. SUII*, M.D., " ■— 
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admitted during these 6ve years. But in the Refiige Hos- 
pital, which he retuned under his own peraonal supervision, 
and jn whidi he has persistently continued the plan of vac- 
cination on admission, be has entirdy txterminattd the dii- 
eattfor tht htt wven yean* 

There have been admitted to the Refuge Hospital mtoe 
1655, 2,440 children, and all deemed unprotected have 
been vaccinated on their arrival. Dr. W. makes the follow- 
ing statement in regard to this Institution: — 

" During this period of seven years, nocaaesof Small-pOX 
or varioloid have occurred in tlie Refuge, notwithstanding 
there were children admitted, during the time, suffering with 
the disease, necessarily exposing the inmates to contagion." 

A second question proposed is this : — " A the protection 
permantnt f" Every pracdtioner can bring to the settle- 
ment of this question observations in bis own practice. 
That die protection ia not permanent, and that tbe proteo- 
tion diminishes with age, is tbe universal testimony of the 
profession. 

A third query is suggested by this answer, vii. " Is re- 
vaccination a preventive of small-pox?" It was early 
noticed in continental military establishments that small- 
pox would attack those soldiers who had been vaccinated 
when young, and cause a considerable mortality. Re- 
vaccination began to be practised on a large scale, and the 
results show most conclusively that re- vaccination is a pre- 
ventive of evall-pox. It is stated in tbe Eoglish reports 
that 

" During the five years, 1833-7, though small-pox inleo- 
tion had been sixteen tiroes imported into different regi- 
ments of the army, there had ensued among tbe 14,364 
re-vaccinated soldiers only — in the person of one whose re- 
vaccination two years belore had been followed by 'modi- 
fled success' — a ainple instance of varioloid." 

" From 1843 re- vaccination has been compulsory in tiie 
Bavarian army ; end from that date to the present time 
(1857), neither a single death of small-pox nor even a 
single case of unmodified small-pox has occurred in that 
population." 

" For tbe last twenty-one years, re- vaccination has been 
general in the Danish army, and for the last thirteen years 
in the Danish navy ; and these two populations "have 
almost entirely escaped contagion during several epidemics 
of small-pox.' 

The propriety of compulsory vaccination has been long 
and earnestly discussed. In view, however, of the preced- 
ing facta, can there longer be a rational doubt of its 
propriety? Small-pox is Uie most loathsome scourge 
known to the human race; but there ia a simple remedy 
which can eradicate it, provided every child uses the anti- 
dote. Shall Ihc foolish prejudices of some ignorant per- 
sons, and tbe negligence of others, longer be allowed to be 
the means of propagating from generation to generation 
this dreaded disease ? It is time this question of com- 
pulsory vaccination were decided in the affirmative, and 
stringent laws were made to enforce it The movement of 
the Commissioners of Health of this City to obUin legisla- 
tion to this effect, should be sustained by the citiEens, and 
aimilar efforts should be made in other States. 

THE WEEK. 
Tri need of volunteers to the Surgical Staff of the army 

to meet tbe emergencies which the destructive battles in 
different parts of the country now almost daily occasion. 
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haa led the Qoveniors of msDj Statea to oi^soize volunteer 
corps. In this State Gov. MoBo&N, with the aid of Sue- 
OSOH-OBtFiiiAL Tahdghpobl, hs3 Organized and commiaaon- 
ed an auxiliary corps, which b composed of the following 
gentlemen: — Brs. James R. Wood, Alfred C. Post, 
Eknest Erickowuer, Stepben Smith, Cbarles D. Smith, 
Qao. A. FETBite, Jobm 0. Stone, Thaddhtb M. Halstead, 
WiLLABD Pabker, Qcrdon Book, Lothar Voss, Tbohas M. 
Kabkob, and Whuak Dbtmold, of New York city ; Aldim 
March, Johh Swinburne, and S. Oaelet Vanderpoel, of 
Albany ; Edward H. Parker, of Foughkeepsie ; Charles 
WiHNB, of Buffalo, Bod De Witt C. Enos and Josepb C. 
Hutchinson, of Brooklyn. 

The following order faas been issued by the Sa:TetaTy of 
War:— 

"Grave complaints against Assistant Surgeons Hewitt and 
Stipp having reached the Department, they are su^wnded 
from duty and ordered to report themueives. A negligent 
or inhuman surgeon is regarded by this department aa an 
enemy of his country and of his race, and wilt be dealt 
with according to the utmost rigor of Llie military law. " 

Db. Hewitt is from thb city, and is a gentleman of good 
character and eminent ability. Such charges as are here 
implied should be promptly investigated by the proper tri- 
bunal, and will, we believe, as in the case of ScrROEOK 
FoBTER noticed last week, be proved groundless. The 
whole profession will heartily endorse the noble sentiment 
of Mr. Stanton regarding the cliaractet of an unfaithful 
madical officer. 

The Medical Reform Bill bas passed the lower House of 
Congress, and bas since been subject to some amendments 
by t, joint Committee- of both Houses. As it now stands 
the changes which it produces are operative only during the 
present war. 

The Metropolitan Health Bill has passed one branch of the 
New York Legislature, and has met with unexpected diffi- 
CultJes in the way of proposed amendraenta. It will be 
quite impossible to give such a measure the politjcd 
shade which mere politicians desire, and we greatly (ear 
that any changes at this late day will prove Gital to its 



Course or Leotcbkb on the Puvsioloot and Patholoot of 
THE Central NEnvoua Svstem, delivered at the Royal 
College of Surgeons of England, in May, 1858, by E. 
Brown-SSquard, M.D,, F.R.S. 1860. Fhiladelpkia. J. 
B. Lippincolt & Co, 

Liotohes on the Diaonobis ano Treatment or the Prin- 
cipal Forms or Pahalvsis of the Lower Eitrehitibs, 
by E. Brown-Suiiuard, M.D., F.R.S. 1861. Phdadel- 
phia. J. B. Lippincott & Co. 

lOanilHit*il/ivni pag* ns.) 
Long continued application of ice ufioa the part is the 
beat means to treat burns. It prevents pain, and what is 
more important, the reflex influences which are sooAen the 
cause of death after burns. This treatment has given 
admirable resuits at the miUtary hospital of Val-de-Grfice 
in Paris. Belladonna is the best narcotic in cases of bum& 
as ifdiminishes powerfully the reflex faculty of the spinu 
cord ; opium, which on the contrary increases it, and con- 
gests the brain, must always be avoided. 
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It is not after an action of the poison on the nervous 
centres, but m consequence of changes produced locally in 
the nerves wounded by the bite, that the phenomena of 
hydrophobia occur. The convulsions follow a kind of aitra 
(pain or other sensations) starting &om the wound of the 
bite, or its cicatrix (which very of^n then gives w^, and 
is replaced by a bleeding or suppurating wound). There- 
fore, the first thing to be done in hydrophobia, from a bite 
in a limb, would be to aj^y the tourniquet^ or a verjr tight 
ligature, upon the principu art«ry of the limb above ue 
wounded part. If the symptoms cease, the nerve supplying 
the wounded part should m resected. Whea the patient is 
seen a short tune alter the bite, besides resection of the 
nerve, a heated iron wiU be applied to ihe wound. If this 
has been inflicted in the bead or trunk, the division of the 
nerve will be also practised. Led by these views Dr. W. 
Stokes, of Dublin, made the symptoms cease altogether in 
a patient attacked with hydrophobia : there were no con- 
vulsions so long as the tourniquet was applied- to the limb, 
but they occurred at every time it was tucen away. As Uie 
danger of producing gangrene prevented a constant appli- 
cation of the tourniquet, and amputation of the limb was 
not assented to, the patient ultimately died. Such a fact is 
important enough to encour^e the trial of the rational 
treatment advocated by Dr. Brown-S^quard. 

Let us pass now to the Lectures on paialyns of the 
lower extremities. Their mwn object is to show the 
existence of a reflex paraplegia due to IrrltationB of the skin, 
the mucous and serous membranes, the abdominal or tho- 
racic viscera, as well as the ^nital oi^ns, or the trunk of 
the spinal nerves, eiftirely distinct from the other forms of 
paraplegia, not only in its symptoms but also in its rapid 
and frequent cure. Most cases of paralogia can be claaeed 
in two different groups, according to the existence or 
absence of symptoms of irritation m the mol«r, sensitive, 
and vaso-motor nerves: to each group also correq>ondB a 
different category of therapeutic means pointed out by Dr. 
firown-S^quard. 

The principal features of two of the most characterized 
varieties of reflex and centric paralysis of the lower limbs^ 
i. e. the paraplegia due to a renex influence from the uri- 
nary organs/and the paraplegia due to myeUlis, are thns 
exposedby Dr. Brown-Sdquard : — 

Urinabt Farapleoia. . Farapleoia ntoH Mteutib. 



. Farapleoia n 

1. TJauaUy no disease of 
the nrio|iry organs except as 
a conatquence of the paralysis. 

2. Usually other parts pa- 
ralysed besides the lower 
limbs. 

3. Most frequently a gra- 
dual exten^on of Uie para- 
lysis upwards. 

4. Very frequently para- 
lysis complete. 

5. The degree of paralysia 
is the same in tbe various 
muscles of tlie lower limbs. 

6. Reflex power odea 
lost, or sometimes much in- 

7. Bladder and rectum 
usually paralysed , com pletely 
or nearly so. Urine fre- 
quently alkaline. 

8. Always spasms, or at 
least twitchings. 

9. Always some degree of 
pain existing spontaneously, 
or caused by external iirita- 



by 
tion of the bladder, the kid- 
neys, or the prostate. 

2. Usually lower limbs 
alone paralysed. 

3. No gradual extension of 

tbe paralysis upwards. 

4. Usually paralyab in- 
complete. 

5. Some muscles more pa- 
ralysed than otiiers. 

6. Reflex power neither 
much iooreaaed nor com- 
pletely lost 

7. Bladder and rectum 
rarely paralysed, or at least 
only slighlly paralysed. 
Unne usually acid. 

8. Spasms in paralysed 
muscles extremely rare. 

9. Very rarely pains in 
the spine, either spontane- 
ously or caused by pressure, 
percussion, warm water, 

10. No feeling of pun or 19. UsuaUy a feeling aa if 
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11. No fonnicstioQ, no 
prickliDg, DO disBgreeablo 
gensBtion of cold or heat. 



14. Great changes in the 
degree of the paralysis cor- 
responding to changes in the 
disease of the uriaaiy organs.^ 

15. Cure frequently and' 
npidlj obtained, or taking 
place apontaneoudy after a 
notable amelioration or the 
cure of the urinary affection. 

The differential characteristics between chronic mi 
gitis and apinat congestion may be resumed as follows 



■ cord were tied tightly 
round the body at the upper 
limit of the paralysis. 

11. Always formications, 
pricldiug, or both, and very 
often sensations of heat ot 
cold. 

12. Anesthesia very fre- 
quent, and always at least 
numbness. 

13. Qastric digestion good, 
unless the myelitis has ex- 
tended high np in the cord. 

U. Amelioration Tery 
rare, and not following 
changes in the condition of 
the urinary organs. 

15. Frequently a slow and 
gradual progress towards a 
btal issue ; Tcry rarely a 
complete cure. 



GuRONia Mkninoitib. 

1. Pain usually of a rheu- 
matic character, more or less 
diffused along the spine, and 
increased by every move- 
ment of the spine. 

2. Acute pain at the ori- 
gin of the nerves proceeding 
from the parts of the cord 
where the meninges are in- 
flamed, ^80 increased by 

3. Frequent or constant 
spasms in the muscles of the 
hmb augmented with the 
movements. 

4. Variable degree of para- 
plegia, due to rapid changes 
in the quantity of cerebro- 
spinal fluid, or m the menin- 
gitic congestion. 



Sfihal CoHGESnOtf. 

1. Slight pain in the spine, 
hardly increased by pressure. 



2. Formication altematjag 
with numbness of the skin 
in the limbs at the beginning 
of the affection, from irrita- 
tion in the origin of the 

3. Greater degree of para- 
lyms after a night's rest than 
in the course of the day, 
from the augmented con- 
gestion of the cord. 

4. Shghtspasraodic move- 
ments in some of the para- 
lysed muscles. Usunlly po- 
lalysis extending to some of 
the respiratory muscles, and 
to the upper limbs, or to the 
lower ones, when it begins 
upwards. 

5. Bladder and rectum 
more paralysed in this than 
in the other affections. Ko 
alkalinity of the urine. 



6. Frequent hypenesthe- 

7. Keflex movements lost 
or difficult to produce. 

8. Usually sloughs in the 
sacrum and nates. 



5. Spasm of the sphincter 
of the bladder, preventing 
the evacuation of tlie urine, 
sometimes followed by a 
paralyaa of the sphincter. 
No alkalinity of the urine. 

6. AuKsthcsia rare ; some- 
times hypenesthesia. 

7. Reflex movements in- 
creased. 

8. Alterations of the para- 
lysed muscles, and the skin 
tisudly not very marked. 

Btemorrhage and sofWoing i 
rarely coexist, inasmuch as the 
blood-vessels is the ordinary cause of both affections. The 
sudden appearance of the paralysis, the pains in the spot of 
, the luBmorrhoge, and a complete paralysie of (he bladder 
and rectum from the very beginning, distinguish tlie first 
from the second of this affection. When btemorrhage takes 

glace in the groy matter of the cord aneesthe^a is complete 
vm ihe commencement, and the temperature of the para- 
lysed limbs increased. Myelitis often supervenes in the 
parts of the cord surrounding the dot. Usamorrhage and 



softening in the cord are incnrable diseases ; yet the latter 
may be arrested in its development, and even improved, 
whilst the former is of grave prognosis, on account of it* 
eaiy reproduction, and lis attending symptoms. 



1°. In paraplegia with symptoms of irritation of the 
motor, sensitive, and vaso-motor nerve flbres of the spinal 
cord, or of the roots of its nerves, the treatment consisis in 
the useof Bomeof the foUowiug means: — Belladonna, ergot 
of'rye, hyoecyamus, stramonium, Indian hemp, dry cupping, 
blisters, moxas, issues, the hot douche, and also, eomeUmea, 
the iodide of potassium, ammonia, sulphate of quinine, iron, 
or cod-liver oil. 

2°. In cases of paraplegia without symptoms of irritation 
of the spinal cord, or of the roots of its nerves, the rational 
treatment consists in the use of strychnia, sulphur, the cold 
douche or shower bath^ and also of the iodide of potassiam, 
and frequently ammonia, quinine, and iron. 

Now in reflex paralysis the details of the treatment 
should be ; — 

a. To prevent the perii^iera] irritation, by the use of nar- 
cotics apphed to the organs from which it starts. No nar- 
cotic is more powerfiil than belladonna, but is it diminishes 
the reflex power of the spinal cord it would be very unwise 
to make a constant use of it, 

b. To improve the nutrition of the spinal cord, the patient 
every night, and in the course of the day, should lie down 
on his bock, placing the bead, arms, and legs on high pil- 
lows. As' internal means strychnine is the remedy which 
deserves most confidence to augment the vital properties 
of the nervous centres, because it increases the amount of 
blood in the spnal cord, and it acts also in a direct manner 

e. To prevent the ill effects of rest in the paralysed 
nerves and muscles the means consist eseentidly in the 
application of galvanism, uf shampooing, and of the hot 
douche to the lower limbs. Besides, the voluntary power 
over the paralysed muscles must be exercised frequently. 
As regards hygienic rules nutritious food, a little wine or 
ale, are to be prescribed, together with moderate exercise 
in the open air. 

(3b t« ODnUiHud.) 

TsE PnmciPLES and Practick or Osffrnmics. by GuHinHO 
S. Bedford, A.M., M.D , Professor of Obstetrics, the 
Diseases of Women and Children, and Clinical Obstetrics, 
in the University of New York ; author of " Clinical Lec- 
tures on the Diseases of Women and Children." Illus- 
trated by Four Colored Lithographic Plates and Ninety- 
nine Wood Engravings. Second Edition, carefully re- 
vised. New York: William Wood, 389 Broadway. 
1862. 8vo. pp. 763. 
This able work is now so well known to the profeauoDal 
public, and it has been so fully nodced in all the medical 
journals of the country, that it is unnecessary to give an 
extended analysis of its contents. The fact that it has 
already passed to a second edition within the brief ^ace of 
four months from the day of publication, is decisive evidence 
of its high appreciation by the profession of our country ; 
especially at such a lime as the present, when all sciences 
are at a discount, except those inoi'e particularly connected 
with the art of war. However flatlering such a fact may 
be to the worthy and industrious aothor, it is but a just tn- 
bute to the extraordinary merits and utility of the work. 
No treatise on obetetric science and art has received such 
high and universal commendatJOD by the medical press of this 
country and of Europe. Such testimony, therefore, Gxes its 
status as a nation^ work of the (imt importance and value. 
The striking and prominent characteristics of the book 
are: — Its great simplicity ; its rare feliui ties of style, consti- 
tuting it one of the most readable uf scientific works; Its 
admirable plan and systematic arrangement of subjects ; the 
thoroughness witl) which they are treated ;- \he complete 
mastery of the science and art of obstetrics, and the pro- 
found research displayed by the author in every part ; th« 
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has led tbe GoTeraora of maoy Sl&t«s to orguiiie voluateer 
corps. Id this State Oor. MoBOAjt, with the &id of Sub- 
aROH-GcintRAL Yandbbpokl, has organized and cHnmi^on' 
ed an ausiliary corps, which is composed of the TollowiDg 
gentlemen :—DRa. James R, Wood, ALniED C. Post, 
Ernest Eraceowisbr, Stbpsim Snitb, Cbarles D. SuirH, 
Geo. a. Peters, Johh 0. Stohx, THADtMnrs U. Hautiad, 
WiLtAED Parker, Gitrdon Book, Lothab V«b, Tbonab M. 
Harkoe, and William Detkold, of New York city ; Alden 
Uarcb, Jons SwiNBDiwE, and S. Oaklet Vjnderpoel, of 
Albany ; Edward H. Paoeks, of Pougbkeepsie ; Charles 
WiHNE, of BuBbIo, and Ds Wirt C. Ehos and Joseph C. 
HirrcHiNBoH. of Brooklyn. 



It is not after an action of the poison ' ^ 
centres, but m consequence of changes r. / 
the nerves wounded by the bite Uu> £ / 
hydrophobic occur The conrulsifr' ^ / 
(pain or other seoaaljons) startup ^ ' / 
bite, or its cicatrix (which ver- ' '' i j 
is replaced by a bleeding or -^r t I 
fore, the first thing to bo ''^ / = ' / 
in a Lmb, would be to ar , *» i" ' 
hgature, upon the pn 



the wounded part' 
seea a short tur ^^ 
nerve, a heate / ' 



on. For 

J ng^t eye 
efogging of 
Btty unbl at 

of symptoms 



^ " jiji'j;?' book eihibiU abundant internal evidence 
S"-"'^* J\^r ■adit'f^ '"'*"'' "t^osi^'e research. For these 
.'■^'fl^*i«.o»> already slated, we have no hesitation in 
'if!^'^- E t^'s book to both student and practitioner, as 
'lltt^'f'^ifl, and most enlightened guide on the art and 
'2^5*^ ("ibste tries accessible in the English language. 
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AMAUROSIS WITH T.£NIA 

[To Uh Edllor of the Anrniom HitnciL Tiura.] 

a,^:— The incidental allusion of Dr. M. Gonzalbi Eohe- 
^.i;nRTA, in your issue of tlie 29th of March, to tlie fact that 
.■ oinauroais, deaftiess. aphonia, hare been immedinlely 
^u cd after the expulsion of a tienia," reminds me of an 
interesting case which came under my observation three 
years ago, I present (he NiKtory of it as prepared !br Prof. 
A. Clark'i Clinic, at the time. 

The' patient, Jamea Brown, is a colored man. 39 years 
old, occupation waiter, bom in Maryland. His hsbita 
have been pretty regular, and his health good, until six 



' "*" . ~ • < ' wever so gene- 

I?" ■' ' :J * ' , and followed by 

'-.■^'J-^' rtamty of visiou, 

4 i ' ■ • -bis eye also. This 

■" ,-"_,' ' .inths after the first 

/ ' ' la two months later 

. '. . are. At this time the 

• e globes being promi- 

' ' t witUQ ; the pupils were 

» ble to the effect of light. 

' ' $ y disease in the external 

r portions, as seen through 
, ■ _ " sh or glaucomatous color. 

/■ ' e right aide of Uie face, with 

, ;, Still existed, and pun simi- 

.-h less severe than that which 
"seasej atillcontinued. He also describ- 
-jgme sensation as of "something crawling 
un (lie top of bis brain." Had chancre four years 
but had never suffered from any consecutive symp- 
Bowels slug^h; appetite rather Inordinate, A 
ys after this first examination he spoke lo me of 
passed from bis bowels pieces of " sometliing 
' which afterwards were found to be joints of tape- 
He had observed similar joints mingled with 
natters almost constantly for three years. Two 
of pumpkin seeds, grated, were administered to 
ion an empty stomach, and followed in eight hours 
ise of castor oil and turpentine. This resulted in the 
on of a taenia solium nineleen feet long. Two or 
ays afler this event he began to distinguisli shadowy, 
ct outlines of objects moving around him, and from 
le (be haze rapidly cleared away from his vision, ao 
ithin a week more he could fee plainly enough to 
se his acquaintances At this time it was observed 
;power of vision was returning only to the right 
1.JV, ...ij one which had first suffered. The uis of this eye 
had regained its activity, and the pupil was much smaller 
than the other, which remained fixed and dilated as when ' 
first seen. The globe was also less prominent than tliat of 
the blind eye. 

After a short time, however, say two weeks subsequent ■ 
totheexpulaion of the lienia, the left eye began also to show 
evidences of returning vision. The same phenomena of 
restoration which had been observed in the right eye were 
repeated in the lea At tlie end of thirty days the patient 
could see well enough to read the newspapers ; the pain 
had mainly disappeared, and both eyes had a perfectly nor- 
mal appearance, save tlie glaucomatous hue of the inner 
chambers, which still existed. Paralysis continued, but was 
somewhat less evident. Two years and a half later the 
patient's sight still remained unimpaired, or nearly so, and 
the paralytic effects had all disappeared. 

Tlie treatment adopted before the existence of the tsnia 
was known consisted in the administration of the iodide of 
potassium in an aperient misture, and repealed vesication 
over the mastoid process. This was coiKinued without 
change untQ the full recovery of the patient. 

O. O. BiTBaiBS, M.D. 
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SPECIAL S0TICE3. 
mos. — A rtffular metling of the Section wiU 
be held at the residence of the Chairman, Dr. S. T. Hdbdard, 
No. 47 A't'nrt Street, oa Monday evtning, the 21st intt, at 8 



o'doek prerisdy. The discussion, on "Breeeh Prnmta- 
tions," icill be opened by Dr. Alfred TJNDEHniLL. 

Skctiom of Sbroeht and SnnaiciL Patholoqt. — The 
stated monthly meeting of the Section of Svrgfry and Surgi- 
cal Pathology of the Nrw York Academy of Medicine wiU be 
held at the house of the Chairman, Dr. James R. Wood, No. 
2 Irving Place, on Friday evening, the 25(ft rast, at 8 o'clock 
P.M. Suhject for dismatUm^ " Traditotomy." AU butinesM 
comrnTiTiications must be addressed to the Secretary, Dr. John 
P. Garhibb, No. 40 West 21si «£ The Secretary mott 
respectfully solidli from members of the pro/fision, to 
communicate to him any information and experience which 
they may have had, a» a source or meant of saving life in 
croup, and in aU the kindred affections of the laiynx and 
trachea, 

Dr, Garbisr tit'tt operate for Cataract at the Hospital No. 
G3 Third Avenue, on Tuesday, the 22d in*t., at 2 o'clotk 
P.M. Students of Medicine are invited to attend. 
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aoundneas, judiciousness, and coDserratism of the viewa pre- 
sented ; its beautiful eytnmetty of proportion, every topic 
being inves^gated according to its practical importance; 
the just and impartial judgment witb which all controverted 
points are discussed ; the fine enthusiasm and love of sci- 
ence, combined with a beautifully sincere and high appre- 
ciation of the noble qualities of woman, equally creditable 
to the heart and head of the writer ; the rare ind extensive 
personal experience, stronKly marked individuality, and 
tiloruugh acquaintance with all facts, diacoverles, and re- 
searches, bearing on the art and science of obstetrics. In 
all these re^tects, in matter and arrangement, in philosophic 
views, in elegance as well as eloquence of expression, there 
is no work in tbe English language on the same subject 
which, in our judgment, can compare with it. This may 
seem extravagant praise to those who have not made 
themselves extensively acquainted with the various trea- 
tises on this sul:))ect, but to those wlio have, its truth will tie 
readily acknowledged. 

To be praised by foreign journals is the highest pa'tsible 

Sroof of merit in an American scientilic work. The Edin- 
argh Mtdieal Journal, for example, says of it : " We can 
give Dr. Bedford's book no higher praise than to say that, 
as a whole, it is remarkable among its cotemporaries for 
Boundneaa in scientific views, readableness as a literary 
composition, and worth as a guide of practice." The same 
journal also speaks of it as " far excelling the generality of 
text-books on midwifery." In this last respect tlie work 
is unquestionably to be ranked Jiril among kindred publi- 
cations on this branch of science. Such a work sliould he 
deaTj comprehensive, and philanthropic; and especially 
should it mcorporate, in tlie fullest manner, the practical 
details ofthe lying-in chamber. Tliis has been most success- 
fully accomplished in Dr. Bedford's "Principles and Prac- 
tice of Obstetrics." 1'he book is not only a perfectly safe 
•nd enlightened guide to the practitioner, but it meets in 
the most satisfactory manner every exigency which may 
arise in the parturient room. What particularly pleases us 
IS his uncompromising vindication of Contervaiive Hid- 
viifery, which is no trifling merit in these days, when the 
love for interfering witli nature's inimitable processes seems 
paramount. Indeed, Dr. Bedford's teachings are mo^t 
timely, for some such lessons as he inculcates were needed 
to arrest tlie oftentimes cruel and unjustifiable resort to 
instrumcQls. 

A careful examination of the work cannot fail to satisfy 
the reader that the author U, in every particular, thoroughly 

C!ted up to the existing state of obstetric science. Ilis 
niliarity with tlie French sdiool has enableJ him to pre- 
sent whatever is valuable in French medical literature for 
tills department of science, and the same of other foreign 
countries. The book exhibits abundant internal evidence 
of intense labor, and the most extensive research. For these 
and other reasons, already stated, we have no hesitation in 
commending tlie book to both student and practitioner, as 
the ablest, safest, and most enlightened guide on the art and 
science of obstetrics accessible in the English language. 
; Facmiu. ^- ■^- ^ 
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AMAUROSIS WITH TESIX. 

[To tli» EdilcT or tbt AKuinAR Mnrcii TiMn.] 

Sir:— The incidental allusion of Dr. M. Gonzalez Eche- 
TBRBU, in your issue ofthe 29th of March, to the fact that 
" amaurosis, deafnes*. aphonia, have been immediately 
cu cd after the expulsion of a tsenia," reminds me of an 
interesting case which came under my observation three 
years ago. I present the history of it as prepared for Prof. 
A. Clark's Clinic, at the time. 

The patJent, James Brown, is a colored man, 39 years 
old, occupation waiter, bom in Maryland. His habits 
have been pretty regular, and his health good, until six 






months ago, when he suddenly began to suffer severe pain 
through the right eye, and over the right side of the face 
and head. About tliis lime, a day or two, he thinks, after 
the pain began, he discovered that he had pttfalysis of the 
right side of the face. The pain continuing, most severe 
through the globe of the right eye, he soon began U 
perience a cloudiness of vision as though a thin veil o 
was interposed between the eye and object of vision. Jfor 
the first few days all objects viewed with the right eye 
alone seemed of a bright yellow color. The befogging of 
sight in that eye gradually deepened in intensity, untU at 
the end of five or six weeks its power of vision was 
entirely obscured. Now began a similar set of symptoms 
in tlie left eye ; pain through the globe and over the 
supra-orbital ridge, without extending, however, so gene- 
rmy over that side of the face and head, and followed bj 
no paralytic effects, dimness and uncert^nty of vision, 
resulijng finally in total loss of sight in this eye also. This 
condition was reached in about four months afler the first 
attack, and continued unaltered when two months later 
the patient first came under my care. At this time the 
eyes had a staring, vacant aspect, the globes being promi- 
nent as if pressed forward from within' the pupils were 
largely dilated, and hut little sensible to the effect of light 
There were no evidences of any disease in the external 
tunics of tie eyes. The deeper portions, as seen through 
the pupils, presented a greenish or glaucomatous color. 
Paralysis of the muscles of the right side of the face, with 

Eartiid paralysis of the tongue, still existed, and pain simi- 
ir in character, though much less severe than that which 
had ushered in the disease, still continued. He also describ- 
ed a troublesome sensation as of "something crawling 
about on the top of his brain." Had chancre four years 
before, but had never suffered from any consecutive symp- 
toms. Bowels sluggish ; appetite rather inordinate, A 
few days after this first examination he spoke to me of 
having passed from hia bowels pieces of " something 
white, which afterwards were found to be joints of tape- 
worm. He had observed similar joints mingled with 
ftecal matters almost constantly for three years. Two 
ounces of pumpkin seeds, grated, were administered to 
him upon an empty stomach, and followed in eight hours 
by a dose of castor oil and turpentine. This resulted in the 
expulsion of a tfcnia solium nineteen feet long. Two or 
three days after this event he began to distinguish shadowy, 
indistinct outlines of objects moving around him, and from 
this lime the haze rapiiily cleared away from his vision, so 
that within a week more he could see plainly enough to 
recognise his acquaintances. At this time it was observed 
that tlie power of vision was retumbg only to the right 
eye, the one which had first suffered. The iris of this eye 
had regained its activity, and the pupil was much smaller 
thou tlic other, which remained fixed and dilated as when 
first seen. The globe was also less prominent than that of 
the blind eye. 

After a short lime, however, say two weeks subsequent- 
totheexpulsion ofthe tenia, the left eye began also to show 
evidences of returning vision. The same phenomena of 
restoration which had been observed in the rig^it eye were 
repeated in the left. At the end of thirty days the patient 
could see well enough to read the newspapers ; the pain 
had mainly disappeared, and both eyes had a perfectly nor- 
mal appearance, save the glaucomatous hue of the inner 
chambers, which still existed, Paralyeia continued, but was 
somewhat less evident. Two years and a half later the 
patient's sight still remained unimpaired, or nearly so, and 
the paralytic effects had all disi^peared. 

The treatment adopted before the existence of the ttenia 
was known consisted in the administration ofthe iodide of 
potassium in an aperient mixture, and repealed vesication 
over the mastoid process. This was continued without 
change untU the full recovery of the patienL 

0. 0. Bcaaiss, M,D. 

Digiiizec.oy VjOUvI^ 
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SPECIAL NOTICES. 



April It, isai 



APPOINTMENTS. 

Nkv Yokie Biktft.l— Airffffaf IMtMtm. Dn. Q. K. Cnttrr ud 
A)t<tifi«nb.RnMi«l Surnnni: Dn. F. D. StnriM an<i Jnn L. Krn- 
tor Aul'lunlt : lln S. A. Jrnklni ■rid F. P. Fi*Icr. ^vtiJar 
. Dr. M. K.H0P111, ff*irfdfn(/'*i«<ci«ii; 
Aulttant; ud Dr. C. E. £>k«r, Junior 



Abatnct ofttie OffleLi] RcjMFt. 

From tti* TUi do; of April (0 the 14Ui dar of April, IBM, 

I^wtM.— Men.W; woniDn.IS; bayi.111: Klrla, 110-loUt, S8S. AdnlK 

in; childrtn, ti\: ni>l«.tl<l; ^etIlm]c^ 168; H>lursd, I. lubnU undv 

t-o r»™ of Ige, l«. Children rtporlwl of Mllv. i«niiU, 48, torelgB, 

AmDDEtfaeauM'aor <l»th wc nolln ;— ApcpleiT. « ; InCutll* iwnnil- 
slnnnJi: croup,i;: iHphlhrrta, T: taiM f(vcr, sV: lyphm und Inih"!'! 
r<jver&a; mnsuniiilloB. 16; Dntll-poi. It ; dmmj or linid, tS : iDfknlilc- 
Dunimiia, tl: dburbcu ud dyHDlerr, ; InllunDiBllun of linln, 10; oT 
booeli,*: <ir luni».IS; bmnchlili, D ; eonteulun uT hnln.S: oflaDnt; 
erfslptlos, i; ohiKinlD^eaiiEh, 11; nualrkO, tOt demhi occumd (rDm 
UDte dlwuMt. ud 86 Ihim vfi.lenl niiKg. tin were mIIvs, and 118 fimtem 
oKihoip 81 nnierroDi Ireluid; Idled In the Immlimuit iDaUlnlfon.aiidH 
Id theClIythnrlllFt: ur « hum It were Id tba Bi^lluvue Uui^UL 
Abatraet of the Atmotpherlril RHmrd of the EuUm IllapeDauv. kept Is 
tD* Mirket BDlimnc No. BT Eaaai >lr«t. New Vork. 
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M«MM.-lth,Flne. Ttli,lMA,«.; p.«, rIondT, 8th. Hmm ».k. »Ui, 
ralDrm f.h. wllb > gala of wind all night, ibth, nth, and 12lh. Flat 
. Strong vlnda prevailed all the netk. Malted bdow daring the v>a < 



MEDICAL DIARY OF THE WEEK. 

r Niw Tou Hotpnu, Dr. Halated. faalf.paat I r.H. 

', J B1I.I.KVB1I Hmkital, Dr. Tlioniaa, half-past I r.K. 
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New ToiK Iloai-ITAI. I>r. Oriemm, hiJr-put 1 p.h. 


'C* 


Bt!lLJVt:» lloemai. Dr. Pavro, la. Hoi, half-put 1 
Etr Ihfiuiabt.ISii. 



inrtdiv, I 
pill 11. ' 



A|>nISS. \ mn.iivi.-i! lIuapiTAL. Dr. McCretdy, half-past Ip.B. 

t eow.iijiL SaiTroM. Dr. Wow!. 1 Irving Flaw. 

o.. I _ f Ke* yosa lluapiTAL, Dr. Orlaoani. hal^M^t 1 p.m. 

^^te' BH.i.i!v.r HoBPiTil, Dr. Wo-mI". CII.iIrVp.ii. 

April M. loruTBiLMiuIluapiTAL^Dn. StepheDson and Gartlab, 1 r. 

BELLEVUE HOSPITAL MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

ORDER OF LECTURES IN SPRIKO BEaSION, 1862, TOR TI 
MoDday, PaOP. UuTT. 11 u. 























TM^'t, 






























br 










Ukdical T 









SPECIAL NOTICES. 

Obstetric Section. — A rrgtilar meeting of the Section viiU 

be held at the rairkwe of the Chairman, Dr. S. T. Hdbdard, 

No. 47 A'i'nfA Stretf, on Monday evening, the 21)t insL, at 8 



o'dock preeistly. The ditaitmon, on "Breech Pretmta- 
Itons," ■win be opened by Dr. Alfred Ukderiiiu.. 

Section of Suroert akd Surgical Fatboloot. — The 
ttattd monthly meeting of the Section of Surgery and Surgi- 
cal Pathology of the Ntvj York Academy of ifediHne un'fl he 
hfld at the house of the Chairman, Da. James E. Wood, Xo. 
2 Irving Place, on Friday evening, the 25lk inet., at Bo'chck 
P.M. Subject for diicuetion, " Tradiiotomy." All bueinea 
eommunicationa iniuf be addresitd to Ihe Secretary, Dr. Jobn 
P. Gaeribh, No. 40 Wetl 21rf et The Seaelary moit 
rapeclfuUy toOcil* from membere of the profiieion, to 
communirate to him any i-nformation and experience which 
ihty may have had, as a source or means of saving life in 
croup, and in all the kindred affections of the larynx and 
traehta. 

Dr. Garrish vnll operate for Cataract tit the JTo^tal No. 
63 Third Avenue, on Tuesday, the 22d imt., at 2 o'tiock 
P.M. Sltidente of Medicine are invito to atlmtd. 



w 



m. H. Davol, M.D., late Physioian 



00k 170; ProJ, 1 



ilnt, M.b., rior. B. P. Barker 



John W. Shed den, Apothecary, 
8C8 Bowerr. cor. 41h St. 



Eqnlbb't, Allea'a. TUden**. Ilerrlng'a, and olhrr 

on hind; atoo Purs Chlomfnrm and Old ■ 

by Dancan FlMkhart * Co., Edinburgh. 



le prepantlnna alwajfl 



P. W. Bedford, 
PHA.RMi^OETJTIST, 



745 Siiih Avenue, near Forty-fourth ^eel, 
Oppnalte Slilb Avenae Ballnnul Depot. 



pplKLE 



&Lvna. 



C! 



DeGcripfivG Circularswilh Saiiiplesof Vfoi-k 
will be seiit Mail fi-ee. 

TIavlnirlQtt eotnplpt^d the moat iue«iafnl aealon'i bnilbMa tiitj bare 
ever enlnyed— wherein Ibej bare demnnBtraUd that, jiir alt Hndu «* 
wort, itay have "TIIK sfiWISd MACHINE OF THE WORLD"— 



"NEW TAILORING MACHINE," 

HavlDg bereloRira aimed almoat whollr to Bnpplr a Fatnllr Maobln*. 
whieh ahonld do all kinda of (ainllTM«lng.*nd iuviko al'^cHDl^ va 
now eDlor the tpukrt with ■ Mann&cturlDg Machine, whieh, for ebutleltv 
aodatrenfthufatllch— IbrnpldnoTHMnta^forMnipllcllranddnrabllll)', 
dean> comwllil'in. While adapted to maks tbe IIKAVT ARMY AKD 
NAVY COAT!*, wllh llnoB tbtnd. 11 ean, by a ellght change, be m- ' " 

dotbeBnerkmllyaewlnr- ■■■ "_.._(-_ ... .„... 

FINE FANCY ,-■—■■• 



d by 01 



d by tl 
alune. Wt cotirl tntuMtgatiiHi., and rabr M 

TINKLE t LYON SEWING MACHINEJX).,_ 

Dig :i. 






Ai«il,inl AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES ADT EHTiaER. 

E. & ^. FOUGERA, PHARMACEUTISTS, 
No. 30 N. William st., N. York> and No. 169 Atlantic st, Brooklyn, 

GENERAL AGENTS FOB THE FOLLOWING PREPARATIONS: 

Aaun* : T. METCALF k GO^ Bobton, Mass. ; H. P. WAKELEB, San Feamciboo, CAUiounA \ B. L 
MAS80T, e». Lonw, Mo. ; , Baltiiiom, Martlud, no, ma. 

To IM hail aho front Ike fint clttM Ifrmm Hovm. 



ALBESPETKE'S BLISTEKINa TISSDH 

llilBTIiBuliftlw>;r>n1lAblA,balOf oTBuilftviD jOviicthuidbUitttlnff 
h ilx born*. It !■ niM, hudr. HODomtuL >wl of ■ nwt nDTeDleng* ftw 
F*v»teta»t {pr*Milpaaf eammXry TtyiMatH) AatmamaWitt, ud 
PahtM*. O«HnllriiHainUi*dTUiinnl(»;iilitli«0nlT«).cmpIand 

ALBESPBTUE^ EPISFASTIO 
tmt^ In pnAruD* la aif drawlif «li 



RAQUDTS CAPSULES, 

AHin|(d bT th* Pnnsk Aindaaj of lladhln*— DtUr nMOltxd wKh 
nscHf br Ibt pnhidaa it ln|« The** (boMlM an laiinkr toiar 



GZNEVOIX PUEB OIL OF HOHSB CHiSNUTa 

Till* AHn-Oan- pniantloB tt laoog llw aotiunu toTdnl upHca- 
tlou p m iiMti br tfimpntfei, th* b«t nttrttl nmadr fir <S«nv&uii- 

IC QBMEVOlt. PbHL, U Baa daa Bauu Aid, PmIa 



BLANOABD'S PILLS OP IODIDE OP lEON. 

Svtri phnlclaii. araiT vnt gf m 
■D Bioallaai pnfumtloa. sniilnf tha 

Kasta Mil mtaliu o 

pitl* ■ S«7. HDDa u 

aUMtedu lb« hnar part oT Uig (otk, Ao„ te. 

BLANCAKD, Fbaa^ So. 41] 



I'L fO Boa B«Bipart^ Puti. 



BONJEAirS ERGOTINE & DEAGEES OP ERQOTINE. 

^/eatl't XrfoMiu, or [inrtaed Eitngt of ErcM, ti tba otrutiT* prlB- 
<>rBaaalaa>rutWD,mlnDilUpal»iioiuaabalaaea. Ip coDaaqBanea, 

""-^ mw b* ^.SD Id doaM pnpanloBM* to Um duvaTe} 

vrUfiiraMUftofikaFatlaBt Tba diaa of i>ii£^-t 

Arv<w>aiaiiand*a(«10|raliu,diai7. On* diagia (Uiraa nalu) m*T 

ba finp, <n*h^ waiy two «t (bna how*, iB aoma BSTa «ua» otBtartu 

banHdliua. . 

LABELOITT^ Phaa, Wo. 1» Koa BonrtHW, TUlaDenTa, Pirli 



sIplautBaai 
.B^fam-aJ 



QDETENNiC'S IHON AND DRAQfiES OP IRON 

Br HTDROOEN. 

PliTtfeluia daalrovi Is hara . (WtWttl arUda, irtll praacrlba 0«w<iu 
Qifitimft Irtn^ vhlab ki alnfi udlMm aad ratbb]^ ud qolla dlffanut 
Roni Iha aommarclaJ Iron hj UidrgcaiL 

It ODOkaa Id mall boOlaL *ltli a tlii ipoi 
«h)ob 1* a doaa. " ^ 



LEBEL'S SAVONDLES OP COPAIVA, Aa, far. " 

B ii g Hii a Ht i, nndan Iti aontiBiiad amptonnant oftan 
■ Bargral*^ tba fhiim, Vj lU Muudlliaaoo with 
to inoh A BMOMr, tbulu dlnKhn It aatr aad Ita 
, baridaa tia ala^ fim andltanlH oad^ a coat- 
id br Hit^r aa ■ dn(M. ultbar^hmd tlia aigtt nor 



•bMnpUoomcn 
iBf of (lB(aB,r* 



TMa pnpaiaClaB ti sot at all libttha 
Iba foimnla paUlit»d In tba toiiniali : 
wooet^ whoii^t other ona bUa, will mu at ouw bow dlfferoat Uhj bi 

OttMliH ,P**not» ValteUHtaU tf Ammoi^ li a moM afflcguIoT 

PIEBLOT, Pbaa., « Boa ICaiarliM, Futa. 



Dou. — nftaen cralna la povdv. ta 



LABKLONYE'8 GRANULES OP DIGITALIS,. 

Eadi OiBBBle eanlalBa o«a-tUid it ■ mla it BTdro-aleoboUa Bitnet of 
Di<ltalla PBipnrML Thla prafianthni u an aioallaiit aadBdi., * powerlbl 
dlmtli^ and la parfbotlr aeeapUbla to tba attsiacb. Tber rafvlua wall 
"ana ^ tkt Biai*, tooaaaa raiUlT Iba biIuit aaoratloiiB, act 
■•U In tba JTarMM fa^Uttkmu.Am mr t tmi, ud nrp*t- 
■ tba BMri, In Tailoaa Cloda ct Dtwalaa, prlndpallr tSoaa 
latotbaHaart. -i— i" i-^ 

luc to tan GiBBBlaa dallT. 

LABELQMYK. Phen, » Za» BoartM TIllanenTa. Farta. 



PITDNEAU'S ASTHMATIC PAPER. 

buparoootaiiaB datansliad ffiumUly o( RlDBta oT Pataib.BtaB- 
B, HyoaduDD*, BtnaMOlgm, Bod It bonia wall, ud Ita pkuut tamaa 
tba DatkanL In a eloaed rDotn. nll«vA iBifDrdlatety all opprnakma 
J, PbaiL. NxiTTBa. Fbahob, 



B. & a. FOUGEBA'S COMPOUND DRAGfiES OPi 
8ANT0NINE. 

nea« DtagtM ODmnmnd of ButoBlBc ud JiOaplna b» at tba wDa tliDB 
rinniriica and pntsauvv— twliif eoaled with nuar tAait m plaaaait ta 
AhMTaoAirghildreB. EaahDncia oostaiu balr a rralo SuloolnaBat 
wa-STlb otBfralnof JalvlM,*tA(lioeolaUBiidaaalrd*ltbMUBr. 

DoBB.— Ta» to twdTa a day tor an adalt, wpaaiod thraa daya. 



JnHVMtf Uf Oa rnntk AeaOtmv i>f Mtdit^UL 
Tba tarvidittj nt aotfon </ Ifae Latluli i^Inm, la datj B>nibqta4 to M 
»rf«tBo1nbl]ll7lntb*(UtrlajDlea. It la daltr preacrtbed for Obraal^ 
mitu, AKutiorrltaa, and («unl dabUl^. Baoli Dngia soatalH «■• 



IlaaB.~Two to llii««t tbree tli 



PADLLINIA-POURNIEE, 



Pldou. artaoila. A«n *i 



E, 4 a. FOUGERA'S DRAGfiES AND 8YBUP OF 
PYROPHOSPHATE OF IRON. 

UMifllcuT'of tbiisaw prapandoii, coDlaliilBC two Impottut alamanta 
tt DOT i^alalB, Iron and Pboaphonii la admltlad bj all PhjalolaBa wbo 
haiaUDploTedlt BaloR borne aaalir bjr th* moat datleau atotuchL •■ 
oT paMTOf OtMUy. Antm4a. Dytptpita, JAiwulffia, and ntnolMlli 
wbora a nenout tuulg It iDdlcatad. 

I><»BB— Two to roor DiBccfla, IbrM tlinei a day, or adagaart W 
■poonftil Ibrea tlmM a dmj. Forcblldranl ■'- 



PERSONNE'S lODINISED OIL 

APPBOVXD BT TBS FBCtfCB ACADEMY OT MXDICtBM. » 
Tbli Oil. oontalnlng Iodine IL - -' .._...— 

llha iweet almond oil )n Ita tM 

ooil-ltvar oil. aa it cu be admlBlaterail In amaller quBUtlt] 

Cfir (be paUanL Kloord tan: tbattbeor^or at lea 
a tba aiBHW, bBTB alwBja b«n obtained qnlcker 
lodlclied Oil, tban with eodlliar OIL TblloU laiaadl- 
aodUverolL I>oaB.~--A tAupHmTul two or tbrea timet 
Ma.]tBaaBoaiboB' 



BoutKw VUlaneaTa, Parla. 

E. tc S. FOVeERA, Pharmaceutists, Wew Tork and Brooklyn* 

General Aoemts foe the aboti Febparatioks. 

N3. Phabmaobutiits amd Wboiesale DRtooiSTs will find it to their advantage to sciid for our %^k' 
Price Ouirent, in which the prices of Imported French Medicinal Preparatioiis arc much r«dnced. 
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LECTURES ON 

NEW REMEDIES AND THEIR THERAPEU" 

TICAL APPLICATIONS. 



LECTURE TL— PAET I. 

HESINA PODOPHTLU (PODOPBTXtm). 

Gbhtleuek: — The subject of which we Ehall now treat is 
the resinous and active mediciiial principle of the root of 
Ilie Podophyllum Peltatum. 

The plant grows wild in every State of the Union, and is 
known by the names of mandrake, wild lemon, may apple. 
It ia generally found upon the borders of (he wooda, grow- 
ing in the damp and leafy soils, where the roots can spread 
freely in a lateral direction. In the northern atatea the 
plant grows eight or ten inches high, but in the southern 
states it is larger, and may frequently be seen twelve to 
sixteen inches in height. The root is perennial, creeping, 
and frequently many feet in length. Sometimes a patch of 
plants of several yards in diameter will he found, the whole 
of the roots connected leather. The root is about a 
quarter of an inch in diameter, jointed, and of a light brown 
color. The plant flowers in May and June, and ripens ita 
Iruit about Septemher. The fruit is of a light lemon color, 
about the size of a hen's egg, and contains a thick muci- 
laginous pulp, which is ol' • pleasant sub-acid, sweetish 
taste, and is esgerly sought (or by the country children. 
The green leaves are said to be narcotic, but I much doubt 
wbetner they contain any rarcotic properties. In the green 
elate the plant contains a volatile substance which is en- 
tirely dissipated on drying, and what little knowledge I 
have gained of its properties In Uiis state would lead me 
to class it as an acrid emeiicand cathartic The leaves and 
stalk when dry are inert, and the whole of the medicinal 
activity resides in the rfiizoma. A full descriptiou of its 
botanical ciiaracleri sties may be found in Willd Sp. Plant 
ii. 1141 ; Barton Med. Bot. li. 9; Carson's lUust-Med. Bot.; 
U. 8. Dispens., p. 605. 

The podophyllum root was a favorite cathartic remedy 
with the Indians before the occupation of this country by 
the Europeans. It was usually used by them in decoction, 
and aromatic roots and barks were added l« it to avoid its 
griping properties. The root has been used by the colonists 
ever since their settlement in tliiscountry : it nas been used 
in decoction, in powder, in tincture and eitraet, but its 
true properties seem to have been little understood until the 
isolation of its active or resinous principle. 

Numerous monographs have, from time to time, been 
written on the plant, and much argument has taken place, 
and much feeling has been displayed as to who first disco- 
Tered and recommended the ret'inous principte. Upon this 
subject we will not touch, for as our time is brief it can be 
better occupied in studying its chemical composition and 
therapeutical applications. 

The name applied to the redn has hitherto been podo- 
phyllin, but it is understood that in the forthcoming new 
edition of the U. S. Pbarmacopceia it will be known by 
the name of resina podophylli ; we will, therefore, treat of 
it under this more correct name ; more correct, because it 
deeignates its composition. 

^■eparalion of (A« iSen'n.— Most of the resin now in 
the market is prepared by manufacturera upon the large 
scale, and is in the bands of a few individual. Its prepa- 
ration in the large way difiers from that adopted xty the 
analyst or pharmacist. 

Am. Mid. Twm, Toi. IV., No. 17. 



When prepared in the large way tbe root is powdered, 
moistened with akobol, and packed in a di^lacement appa- 
ratus, and exhausted with boiling alcohol The strong 
tincture thus obtained is distilled to a proper density, and 
allowed 1« flow in a small stream into six or seven times 
its quantity of cold water, to which baa previously been 
added about one per cent of hydrochloric acid. It ia kept 
continually stirred until all the alcoholic tincture ia tho- 
roughly mixed with thewater, and it ia important, for ready 
separation of the resin, that tbe evaporation has been con- 
ducted to just the proper point, for if too much alcohol re- 
muns a large quantity of water is required, wherew, if the 
evaporation is too concentrated, it is apt to fall into (he 
water in Inmpy masses which do not allow the alcohol to 
separate freely from them. After being allowed to stand 
for some time to separate, the whole is thrown upon flat 
stretched filters, and the whole of the liquid allowed to 
drain off. When sufficiently drained and washed it is 
thrown upon trays and carried to (he drying-room, and left 
there untQ it b dry enough Xa powder. A considerable 
quan(jty is generally collected before it is powdered, as it is 
an operation much dreaded by the workmen, as the powder 
is excessively irritatjng to the eyes, nose, month, respira- 
tory organs, and even to the skin. Even with all the im- 
provements in the apparatus for powdering and sifting tbe 
workmen are frequently sick for some days after attending 
to the powdering of this resin. 

When made by the pharmacist in the small way, or by 
the analyst, the finely powdered root is moistened wiili 
alcohol, and packed in a displacement funnel, and a disc of 
filtering paper placed over the surface. Alcohol is now 
added, and it la generally allowed to stAnd twenty-four or 
more hours before it is allowed to filler off. As soon as 
filtration commences more alcohol ia added, until it is suf- 
ficiently exhausted ; generally about two pints of alcohol 
will be found sufficient to exhaust a pound of the root, but 
Bs upon the small scale a small quantity of resin can better 
be lost than a large quanlily of alcohol it may be at any 
time known when to slop the addition of the alcohol; for 
as the tincture passes through the displacement funnel it 
may be dropped into slightly acidulated water, and the 
amount of resin in suspension msy be thus ascerbained. In 
ev^>orating this tincture it Is well not to employ too great • 
heat, otherwise the product will be dark colored ; the eva- 
porating dish should therefore not be buried too deeply in 
the sand bath. Ah evaporation progresses the resinous 
substance which collects upon the edge of the dish roust 
be rubbed off, and kept mixed with the fluid, and evapora^ 
tion must not be allowed to proceed too far. The weight 
of the evaporating dish had better be known, so that uni- 
formity can be nearly arrived at; and if the apnount of alco- 
hol above mentioned has been added to a pound of the 
root, about four oz. by weight of the evaporated tinctnrs 
may be conaidered concentrated enough to arrest the pro- 
cess. This, while still hot, ia poured in a very Anc stream 
into twenty oe. of ice-cold water, which ia constantly 
stirred wilh a stout glass rod, and when the whole is added 
it is set aside for twenty-four bouts. It is then thrown on 
a hoen filter, and washed with ice-water, allowed to dry 
as much as possible, and then rolled into aticka, in which 
form it may be dried and powdered as wanted. 

Mr. Edward Parrish, who has written a verv able article 
on (hia resin, and which has just appeared in fte Am^nean 
journal of Pharmacj/, says, that he haa experienced aome 
difficulty in the separation of the precipitate, and recom- 
mends that the water in which it is thrown should be 
bropght just below (he boiling point when the resin fuses 
Hnd collects on the bottom and »des of the jar. While in 
this state, he says that it niS7 he knepded and pulled out, 
so as to wash it thoroughly and make it lighter in color. He 
prefers to leave it in Tumps or pieces, as it is in this state 
more characterislic, and less liable to adulteratioiL 

The precipitation takes place more perfectly and readily 
if one or one and a hall per cent, of hydrochloric acid is 
added to the water, or if a small quanti^ of alum is dis- 
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■olved in the crater before the addition af the omcentrated 
tincture; but I have used clear water, because with it 
there is a small amouut of another priaciple to be sepa- 
rated. After the precipitation has taken place, if to the fil- 
tered wat£r a Bmall amount of acetate of lead is added, a pr»- 
cipit&tioD takes place of a light brown powder, which may 
he washed in a small quantity of wat«r acidulated with 
acetic acid, and with water, and dried: this has been called 
the neutral priociple. Of its therapeutic action we will 
apetik. hereafter. 

The resin as obtained by Oie processes above mentioned 
is of a yellowiah brown color, nearly all soluble in alcohol ; 
about 75 per c*nt. of it soluble in ether ; and wholly solu- 
ble in a hot solution of caustic alkali ; insoluble in cold 
solution of the carbonate and bi-carbonate of soda and pot- 
ash. With the caustic alkalies it forme a soap tike other 
resins, but it may be easily aeparated from itti solvent by 
the addition of an acid. It is decomposed by sulphuric 
acid, and by strong nitric acid also, with effervescence, 
forming a reddish iodine colored liquid. It is in the books 
said to be entirely soluble in alcohol; but in endeavoring to 
purify it^ and make it of a lighter color by repeated solu- 
tions in alcohol and precipitations in water, 1 have found 
there is at each solution a portion of re?in entirely insoluble 
in cold alcohol, and by repeated precipitations the whole 
may thus gradually be rendered insolub^ in alcohoL What 
the exact chemicsJ change is which takes place by the pre- 
cipitation I will leave to abler chemists to determine, but 
] suppose a portion of it unites with the water as a base, 
forming a hydrate. The same results are noticed with tlie 
resinouB principles of many other of the indigenous reme- 
dies whicn I have experimented upon. 

The amount of the resin soluble in ether varies in differ- 
ent samples, ranging from 60 lo 80 per cenL ; and from 
some examinations made by Mr. Tllden, he states that there 
ia a great difierence in the solubility of the resin in ether, 
in pooophyllin made from roots collected in the spring and 
in the autumn. Thus in the resin obtained from spring 
roots filty-four parts in one hundred were soluble in ether, 
while in that obtained from autumn roots but foity parts 
in one hundred were soluble in ether. 

Tlie ether used in these experiments must, I fear, have 
been impuie, for the amounts of the resin soluble in that 
menstruum are very much smaller than usually obtained. 
From some experiments made by Mr. Wm. Pamsh, eighty- 
five parts of the resin made by him were soluble i^ ether, 
and on an average I find it will amount Co seventy-five 
parts. The resin soluble in ether is far more active than 
that insoluble in that fluid. 

There is a difference in Uie amount of the resin ohtuned 
from the root at different periods of its ^wth. That 
gathered in June was found by Mr. Pamsh to contain 
more resin than that gathered in September. The amount 
of resin obtained by large manufacturers will vary from 
three to five per cent. 



DuBiNQ 1860 and 1861, M. Civiale has operated in 120 
cases of stone, in 115 men and 5 women. 88 were cases 
of lithotrity; of which 3 died and 79 were cured. 17 
patients were lithotomized ; of whom B were cured, 2 re- 
covered with fiatuliB, and 7 died. 15 cases were not ope- 
rated upon; of these, B died, and 9 remained alive. — Brii. 
Jttd. /our. 

Dbs. Algernon Cootnus of Boston, William 0. John- 
son of Cambridge, William D. Lamb of Lawrence, and Dr. 
£. B. Breed of Lynn, hiive left for Wssliington, whither 
they had been sumtnoned, in anticipation of t£e preat addi- 
tion to the labors of the Surgical Staff liltely, witliin a few 
days, to grow out of the movements in Virginia. — Boiton 
Jownoi. 

8i. Vmcdit'b HoarrrAL. — During the year 1861, 665 
patieuts have been treated in this institution. Of these 
279 were cured, 207 reliered, 65 unrelieved, and 114 died. 
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INVERSION OF THE UTERUS, 

OF THIRTEEN TKAHa' STumiKO, 

WITH A NOVEL METHOD OF KEDUCTION. 
[BclDf iFrnper leid itton Oit H. T. A«tdnnr of U^dldne, UtrA i, IBM.] 

Bt E. NOEGGERATH. M.D., 



The object of this paper on inversion of the uterus is two- 
fold. First, to report the successful performance of an ope- 
ration for inversion, in an instance where displacement had 
existed for a longer time than in any of the cases reported 
in which an operation had been attempted. And again, 
the surgical manoeuvre adopted differed from those for- 
merly resorted to, and claims the preference over Other 
methods hitherto employed. Forwhiclilatterasaertionlfind 
the best proof in the fact, that two operations bed been pre- 
viously attempted in France without affecting a change in 
the relative positions of the dislocated sexual organs, in the 
case to which I call your attention. The history of the 
case is briefiy stated as follows : 

Madame Viutorine Reautf, bom in Bourbon, airondisse- 
ment Dunquirque, department du Nord, France, now a 
resident of this city, is 38 years old, of dark complexion, 
and although very much reduced by a sickness of long 
standing, endowed with a ^ood deal of physical energy. 
Born of healthy parents, she enjoyed a very satisfactory 
state of health up to the IJme of her marriage, which 
occurred when she was twenty-two and a half years old. 
She had her Brst menstrual discharge at the age of fifteen, 
which, up to the tjme of her first gestation, had continued 
as normal as could be desired. She was married on the 
16th of July, 1646, at the city of St. OmSre, departmeut 
de Fac de Calais. She soon aherwards became pregnant, 
and was taken with the first labor pains during the night 
of the 16th of April, 1647. The pains went on, gradu^y 



seised her with such violence that the child's bead began 
to enter the os externum, while Mrs. R. was still walking 
the floor. All.flhe had time to do was to throw herself in 
the lap of her husband, in which posture she Mve birth to 
the baby, which is alive at the present day. The husband 
was sealed on a chair, while the doctor, kneeling in front 
of her, received the child in his hands. No hemorrhage 
followed this sudden evacuation of the uterus, but when 
there were no signs of detachment of the placenta fifteen 
minutes afterwards, the doctor requested the patient to 
bear down in order to promote its discharge. Immediately 
after this order was given, and before the patient had fairiy 
obeyed it, and while the doctor had passed his band inside 
of her, she felt something unusual take place in her abdo- 
men, which made her faint away instantly. In this state of 
unconsciousness the woman remained from nine o'clock ajl 
till twelve at noon. She was then able to speak a few 
words, but soon relapsed into the same condition, and was 
considered to be dying by all around her. The patient 
recollects having been flooded all this time, and most pro- 
fusely in the first three hours, after which time the violence 
of the hfemorrhage was somewhat checked by a lemon, 
which the doctor had introduced into the vagina. 

On the following day, the patient found herself in » 
ffaverish and very reduced state, with symptoms of inflam- 
mation of the bowels. All that she knows of the medical 
treatment is the application of mercurial ointment. For 
two months her life bung by a thread, and all this time she 
was kept in a position, the feet elevated, and the head 
depressed, while blood was oozing constantly from her 
womb. Several physicians were called in, and although 
they were well aware of the existing inversion of the ute- 
rus, none of them dared to attempt a replacement) on 
account of the exhaustion of the patient 
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jetT after the 
the accident, that her attendant tried to reduce (he inverted 
uterus. Drs. Evrard. Bertrand, and Reveil, performed 
two diCTerent aud distinct operations od her in 1848. The 
instruments used oa the first occasion, were a four-b1aded 
speculum, and a rectum-bougie. The second attempt was 
made by dilating the vagina with a spatula and manipula- 
tion with the hand passed into the same ; no chloroform 
was used. The result was none as to the position of the 
displeced ot^an, while the hiemorrhage was worse than 
belore, so that she had to remain in bed for three weeks 
before she could regain her former strength, and, wben ahe 
had begun to walk around, a new complaint waa added. 
The womb, which had hitherto remained inside, came down 
BO as to show outside the parts; and although it could be 
easily pushed upwards, whenever it had come down, her 
ailments, and more especially the hiemorrhage, were con- 
siderably increased by this occurrence. The prolapse, how- 
ever, gradually disappeared, and she has never been trou- 
bled with it for the last eight years. After those unsuc- 
cessful attempts at reduction, tJie treatment of her case was 
restricted to the use of astringent injections, with a view 
of controlling the flooding. In 1851, Mrs. R. left her 
country for New York. She has had ever since a con- 
siderable flow of blood for at least thee weeks in each 
month, which then subsided for the remainder of (he 

Kriod, and then gave place lo a whitish serous discharge. 
T the last three months, she was treated by a physician 
of considerable repute in this city, who applied the lunar 
caustic to the bleeding surface twice a week, during which 
qiplication the fiooding became rather worse. 

On the 22d of February, 1860, 1 was called upon by tie 
husband of the patient to see her on account of a severe 
attack of headache, from which she had been suffering 
occasionally for many years. While inquiring into the 
nature of the complaint, Mrs. R. made a casual remark of 
her being troubled with hamorrbage from the womb, inti- 
niadng at the same time that she bad no desire to have my 
attention directed to the latter, because, after all she had 
gone through, slie thought her complaint past all hopes of 
recovery. This latter remark arrested my attention, and I 
began b) examine more closely into the nature of that 
hsmorrhage. As both Mr. and Mrs. R were verr intelli- 
gent people, and even at the present day perfectly au fait 
with the particulars of the case, I scon came to the con- 
viction that Ihe cause of the luemorrhaffe could be nothing 
flhort of an inversion of the womb. Alter having brought 
to bear all possible means of persuauon, I was at last per- 
mitted to fherform a vaginal examination. 

This was done on Saturday, the 25th of February. The 
patient having been placed in a convenient position, I 
passed my forefinger into the vagina, which was unusually 
distended, and met there with a tumor, the lowest point of 
which was situated about one and a quarter inches above 
the vulva. It had a very sofl feel, was somewhat compres- 
sible, of a pear-like shape, and about three inches long. 
Several parts of it, vrhtn tHghtly scratcktd taiVi the nail of 
the finger, gave rise lo a iharp pain, which was experienced 
by the patient in the left iliac region close by the anterior 
ibac spine. The vaginal neck was about half an inch long, 
and the os uteri open and pierced by the upper portion of 
the tumor. 

On passing the finger around the upper extremity of the 
mass, between the latter and the inner margin of the tips 
of the cervix, the constriction of the os uteri was found to 
be so perfect tliat it could not be ascertained in what por- 
tion of the uterine canal or to what extent the pedicle was 
inserted. In order to decide this very important question, . 
the womb-sound was now introduced into the vaginal 
neck, and after a most careful examination, during which 
the instrument was made to traverse arounct the entire snr- 
&ce of the cervical segment of (he tumor, I became con- 
vinced that the sound could nowhere be introduced further 
than half on "Inch. After withdrawing the probe, I once 
mors passed my finger over the exterior Burfitce of the 



tumor, and then I could distinctly feel two small circular 
grooves at the base of the tumor. They were of the size 
of a pin's head, one located on the right, one on the left 
«de, and about one inch and a half apart from each other. 
I now passed a male catheter into the bladder, and the 
right fore-finger into the rectum, and after turning tlie 
instrument so as to have its concavity look downwards, uij 
finger met the point of the catheter, and eo distinctly could 
the same be felt, that the absence of the body of the uterus 
in the abdominal cavity became at once evident. The phy- 
sical signs thus gathered, taken in connexioj| with the data 
I derived from the statement of the patient^ led to the 
diagnosis of chronic inversion of the uterus. 

I at once proposed to have another opieration performed. 
The patient yielded reluctantly, recollecting that two 
unsuccessful attempts bad been made by eminent French 
physicians. She thus considered her disease beyond the 
reach of surgical skill, the more so, because more than 
twelve years had elapsed since the last operation bad been 
performed. The probability, however, tnat a third opera- 
tion would be followed by a better success than the two 
former ones, could not be denied. I had at my disposition 
not only improved methods for the surgical treatment of 
inversion, but, what is of more importance, the use of 
anEBStbetics. 

On Sunday the 4th of March, 1860, in the presence of 
Drs. Jacob!, Erackowiser, Eammerer, and Schnetter, the 
patient was placed in the position for lithotomy, and brought 
under the influence of chloroform. The method which I 
intended to use for the reduction of the uterus was (hat 
proposed by Prof. White, of Buffalo. 

The right hand was introduced into the vagina, and the 
entire body and neck of the uterus was firmly grasped. At 
the same time I carried up a large rectum bougie, aqd also 
received it into my palm, nolding it firmly in contact with 
the fundus of the uterus Continuous gentle pressure was 
made upon the external extremity of the bougie with the 
left hand, whilst the right hand pressed the uterine tumor, 
In this way, the force was directed in the axis of the pelvic 
cavity, putting the vagina completely on the stretch. After 
persevering in this effort for some Ume, alternately slacken- 
mg and increasing the force, and changing the position of 
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the fingers occasionally, I found that the tumor bad not in 
the least altered its shnpe; and the tissue of (he fundus, 
which was very soft and fnable, began lo give way at the 
point where liie bougie pressed against iL I therefore 
attempted compression, and replacement without tlie aid of 
the instrument. This manoeuvre, however, proved just as 
unavailing as (he first trial. Almost discouraged by these 
fiTiitlesa efforts, and feeling that tho b^'--'*- -»--'• • ■ 
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ftrm wu Dearlj exhausted, I was about to desist from any 
briber attempl*, when the idea struck me to proceed on a 
different plan of manipulation. I at once changed the posi- 
tion of my band in such a manner, that tbe fore and middle 
fingers grasped (be right section of the tumor ; while the 
thumb was implanted on the left »de at a point where the 
upper two-thirds of its length met the lower one. In this 
manner, a pressure was exerted by the thumb on the hite- 
nl border of the body of the womb, which pressure took 
an upward as well as a lateral direction, and resulted in the 
formation of an oblong groove, the long diameter of which 
pointed below^owards Uie lell horn of the uterine fundus, 
and upwards to the spot where the inverted and the non- 
inverted portion met on tbe letl aide. The object of this 
first step of tbe operation was to completely double up the 
uterine cavity, "SO that the right — now inner — wall touched 
the left. one. After this was completed, the dimpled por- 
tion was carried upwards by the Ibumb, and In doing bo it 
could be observed that the right side of the upper section 
of the inverted cervix passed first of all through and be- 
yond ibe OS uteri. During the progress of ihis manipula- 
tion, the right tower section of tne uterine body followed, 
and re-aasumed its normal position, while the opposite part 
of the fundus continued to remain outside the os, only much 
shortened and doubled up. Aa soon, however, aa half of 
the tumor had disappeared inside the abdominal cavity, the 
inlra-vaginal section slipped suddenly out of my fingers, 
and the operation was completed. The entire manceuvre 
was performed in a shorter time than it takes me to give 
its description. The entrance of the last portion of the 
uterus was so complete, that I deemed it unnecessary to 
introduce a bougie into the restored uterine cavity, with a 
Tiew of preventing re-lnverslon. 

After ihe patient had recovered her senses, she felt very 
weak and nauseated, in which condition she continued for 
the next twenty-four hours. Owing to a slight feverish 
reaction, she was not able to leave her bed for a full week. 
The operation checked tbe hffimorrhsge at once, and in ita 
place she remarked a moderate di!«harge of a thin serous 
liquid. Three weeke alter tlie operation, the menses reap- 
peared, and lasted seven days, the loss of blood being con- 
uderably less severe than It had been for many years back. 
A year afterwards, when I saw Mrs, Reaute ftir Uie last 
lime, the position of the uterus was unchanged ; pain, he- 
morrhage, leucorrbcen had disappeared, and the appearance 
of the patient was considerably changed for the better. 

Tbe methods hitherto employed for surgical treatment of 
inversio uteri are twofold. One of them attempts reduc- 
tion by reinverting that portion of the uterus which was the 
first to protrude. It consiata in dimpling the uterine fundus, 
and its application ig restricted to the treatment of recent 
caaes, a^d to those exceptional cases of chronic inversion 
where tbe os utetn is in a state of relaxation. The longest 
case on record that liad been successfully treated in this 
manner, is the one reported by Barrier, where inversion 
had existed for fifteen months. With regard to the other 
method, it may be said that it justly claims the preference 
over theone just meniioned for the treatment of thechronic 
form of die displacement in question. Its object is to re- 
duce first that portion which was the last to be inverted ; 
it acta very much in the same way as the operation for 
strangulated hernia. It ia generally called (he French me- 
thod. Inasmuch as Armand, Puzos, and Leroux were its first 
advocates. Dr. White's and Tyler Smith's mantpulationa 
are but a modification of the original plan as laid down by 
the above-named French phyaieians. 

If we consider for a moment the object which we have 
ID view whenever we intend to remedy a case of inversion 
of the uterus, we find that the mechanical process, whatso- 
ever its nature may be, must tend to eotve the problem of 
pushing alongerringof about two incbea diameter, through 
one of a diameter of half an inch, and less. The size and 
location of the larger of the two are represented by tbe in- 
tratubal diameter of the uterus, while tbe smaller one cor- 
reaponda with tbe os uteri or rather the oarroweBt circumfer- 



ence of tbe cervical canal, which surrounds tbe intra-ulerine 
portion of the inverted uterus. The object under consider- 
ation is accomplished whenever those two methods are 
applied, simply by effecting a gradual dilatation of the' 
stricture above : the inverted portion is made to act as a 
wedge, either directly by choosing the French method, or 
indirectly by dimpling the tundus. 

Now, this modua operandi would be unobjectionable, if 
tbe narrow inclosure through which tbe body of the uterus 
has to be passed, could always be forced upon. But this is 
not the case. The full strength of my arm'prove'd insuffi- 
cient, in the instance just related, to accompfiah this object. 
Others have gone through tbe same experience, for we have 
quite a number of similar observations recorded in the 
medical journals of the last few years — a number of unsuc- 
cessful operations, performed by some of our most skilful 
and accomplished obstetricians. I therefore proceeded on 
quite a dillerent plan. Instead of dilating the upper ring, 
it was my object to change the form and position of the 
lower one To the circular intratubal disc was imparted an 
oblong form, tbe long diameter of which formed on acute 
angle with the horizontal axis of the uterus. Thus altered 
in shape, the lower portion of the body of the uterus was 
conducted through tie narrow cervix, and instead of acting 
as a wedge upon the os uteri, the constricted portion itself 
sufficiently compretaed the several sections of the uterine 
cavity, during their passage through the latter, so that the 
entire oi^an could be replaced to Its normal position with- 
out the slightest difficulty. The great advantage of this 
method over those generally applied -consista in the fact, 
that it does away entirely with the principal and only 
obstacle to the ei^y accomplishment of the operation — 
namely, the constriction of the os uteri; bocauae the ute- 
thua 80 much reduced in size and brought 






o favorable conditions, that only a very small portion 
e ia puahed through the oa. I will further n 



that my me'tbod imitates the original process of ii 
much more closely than any other manceuvre hitherto em- 
ployed. Dr. Oldbam, I think, was the first to call our 
attention to the fact, that it was not at the fundus proper 
that inversion coiiiinenced, but rather at one or (he other 
of its comua — that lateral portion of it, which receives the 
ostium uterinum of the Fallopian tube ; an explanation 
which has found numerous advocates among our latest 
obstetrical author?. In reinvertjnc the utenia, after the 
plan which I have jjis! described, the first part that enters 
the pelvic cavity -is the right bom of the fundus, thus fol- 
lowing step by step the nianner in which inversion is 
accomplished by nature. Tip to the present time, I have 
only this one inatance in which the new method could be 
tested. Considering, however, that the di-^placement had 
existed for tliirteen years, and tliat three attempts at reduc- 
tion had failed to succeed, I believe that I am right in 
asserting tbat my operation had stood a severe test It ia 
well known to every one of us that inversion of the uterus 
is one of the rarest accidents we are called upon to treat 
among the several chronic diseases of the female sexual 
organs, for reasons too obvious to mention on this occasion. 
If, however, any of the membera of this illustrious body 
abould ha|>pen to meet with a ca^e of ctironlc inversion of 
the womb, I would ask him to give tbia modus operandi a 
trial, in order more fuDy to establish ita true value. 



Dr. John Stuuks, Jr., of this city, and Mr. W. H. 
Mitchell, medical student, in answer to a summons from 
the Sanitary Commission, have gone to St. Louis for active 
service on board Oen. Ualleck's floating hospital. — Boiton 
Journal, 

A MMTrao of the surgeons of the hospitals of New York 
and Brooklyn was held at the New Yoik Bo^pital to make 
arrangements for the proper medical care <Jt the wounded 
who arrive here. 
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DISLOCATION OF THE FEMUR INTO THE 
laCHIATiC NOTCH. 



Br JOSEPH a HUTCHISON, M.D., 



Thb chief interest of the following case depends upon the 
foct that an opportunity was presented for making s dis- 
section of the parts injured by a dislocation of the femur 
backwards, alter It had been reduced by oiSDipulatioo. 

Owen McLaughlin, a laborer, 40 years of age, while 
engaged in ehovelliuz coal, was struck over the lower por- 
tion of the back, while in a stooping position, by the bucket 
of an elevator which fell from a considerable height, crush- 
ing him to the ground, or as he expressed it, "as far as he 
could go." He entered ilie Brooklyn City HospitAJ half 
an hour after the accident, while I was making my daily 
TiMt to the wards, with a dislocation of the right femur 
into the iechiatjc notch. The hmb was fiexed upon (he 
pelvis, adducted and rotated inwards, the ^at toe resting 
against the ball of the toe of the opposite side; it was 
shortened one inch. On elevating and adducting it the 
bead of the bone could be felt on the ischialic notch, the 
I»tient being very thin. The trochanter major of the right 
side was three-rourths of an inch nearer the anterior supe- 
rior spinous process of the ilium than the left, and the 
lumbar jwrlion of the ^inal column preaenled the arched 
form described by Mr, Syme as characteristic of dislocation 
into the iscliiatic notch. This symptooi, he says, is never 
absent, always well marked, and not met with in any other 
injury of the hip-joint, whether dislocation, fracture, or 
bruise, and cannot be made to disappear so long aa the 
thigh is straight or in a line with the patient's trUnk. On 
either side ol tbe spine, on a level with the crista ilii, the 
part* were braised, showing where the bucket bad struck. 
The patient was pale, witn en anxious expression and 
fteble pulee, which excited a suspicion that some other 



ijurr had been received. The pelvis and 

■efully examined by myself the House 

r^ons Drs. Gleason and filaadale, and Drs. Burge, Brady, 



I were carefull 



and Samuel Hart, who 
b« detected. 

I directed free stimulation and the hot air bath, for the 
purpose of improving his general condition before attempt- 
ing reduction, and saw him three hours subsequently. He 
had now reacted somewhat, and in the presence of tbe 
gentlemen before named I proceeded to reduce the disloca- 
tion by what is commonly known as Beid's method. Tbe 
patient was so folly relaxed that an aniesthetic was not 
used. Tbe first two efforts failed, leaving the head of the 
bone in the tschiatic notch ; the third time, the limb being 
more abducted than before^ the head was thrown on to the 
foramen ovale, and the limb presented the signs eliaracter- 
istic of that dislocation. By reversing the movements it 
was easily replaced on the ischiatic notch. It moved back- 
wards and forwards between these two points seven or 
eight times with the greateist fadhl^. The manipulations 
were made with care and deliberation, flexion, adduction, 
and abduction being varied to every possible degree, with 
very little pain to the patient. During these efforts at 
reduction the pelvis was frequently examined, from a sus- 
picion that it might have been fractured by tbe blow which 
produced the ifislocatjon. I now bad nim etherized for 
the purpose of applying extension with Uio pulleys, and in 
the mean time having made tbe mauipulations upon tbe 
skeleton, I came to tbe conclusion that when tbe head of 
the bone was brought opposite to tbe lower portion of tbe 
acetabulum it might be lilted oyer tbe margin into tbe 
socket This expedient was adopted by lifting at the knee 
with my hands, and tbe reduction was thus at once accom- 
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plished. The same pliin, I have since learneil, nas adopted 
by Prof. Hamilton in the case of Joira Caswell,* 

On tbe following day, no urine having l^een passed since 
his admuision, a catheter was introduced, and a small ausn- 
tity of bloody urine drawn off. This symptom ana tbe 
continued prostration induced me to believe that the blad- 
der had been ruptured when the injuiy was received. He 
died on tbe fourth day after the accident 

Potl-Mortem.— Present Profs. P, H Hamilton and Enoe, 
Drs. Minor, Hart, and others. 

Dittection of the Joint — On raising the gluteus maximus 
a considerable quantity of extravasated blood was found 
beneath it; that portion of the muscle situated over the 
tuber iflchii was ruptured, so as to make a depression large 
enough to imbed the tuberosity. Gluteus mtdius and 



injured ; lower edge of the pyriforniLi, the 
gemelli, and the upper portion of the obtbnitor extemus 
ucereted; the capsular bgament lacerated through its pos- 
terior portion to one-half of its extent; round ligament 
torn from tbe depres^on on the head of the bone. Tlie 
head was in its normal position in the acetabulum. On 
fltxing the leg, which required considerable force owing to 
its rigidity, a fracture was revealed by a loud crack, which 
was lound to extend from ibe upper portion of the lechiatjc 
notch through the acelabultim. There was no displace- 
ment, and 1 believe tbe fracture was incomplete, but was 
made complete 1^ tbe force which was used to bend tbe 
tbigb, Tbe bladder was ruptured at the fUndus ' no urine 
detected in the peritoneal cavity. Death caused by perito- 

This case is the only one that has come to my know- 
ledge where an opportunity has occuired of dissecting tbe 
hip-joint in a recent dislocation backwards, whea tht head 
ofiht bone had betn ratored to At aeetabvluTn before death. 
The pathological condition of the joint in this case corres- 
ponds with what has been observed in the few recorded 
coses where dissections have been made after this accident. 
But it would seem probable that the injury to tbe soft 
parts here must have been increased by carrying the head 
of the bone repeatedly backwards and forwards between 
the ischiatic notch and foramen ovale. 

If the polleys bad been applied, as was my intention 
when I directed the patient to be etherized, ibe fractured 
pelvic bones would have been torn asunder, and -death 
must have resulted from this cause, even if the blad- 
der had not been ruptured. Por this reason, Iberefore, tlie 
above case forcibly illustrates the value of Reid's method 
of reducing dislocsttons of the femur, to say nothing of its 
availability and comparative simplicity. 



DIPHTHERIA IN THE COUNTRY. 
Br J, H. G0ILD, M,D., 

HATrao recently, in this section, passed through an epidemic 
of diphtheria of considerable magnitude and severity, I have 
been constrained, for two principal reasons, to give to the 
profession the results of some obserrations upon the diaesM 



In the first place, although much has been said and writ- 
ten upon the subject, until it has become in all probability 
" a drug in the market," yet it must be remembered that it 
is now prevaibng extensively throogbout the country, 
exciting the same interest among the profession, and tbe 
same alann Uiroughout the community, that it did in New 
York two years ago. Again it has been stated b;^ '''gb 
authorityt that the disease presents a different type in the 
country from what it does in tbe city — the inflammation 
being of a mu<^ higher grade, requiring the prompt use of 
antiphlogietics brfore commencing a Ionic and stimnlaat 
treatment. 

On referring to my notes I find a record of sixty-fivo 
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oases occuniDg uader my own supervisioD, and six cuea to 
which I have been called in coDSultation. These were all 
well marked cases of dipbtheria-^cases in which there waa 
a diphUieritic deport or greater or less extent. Cases of 
augina, tonsillitis with superficial ulcerations scattered OTer 
the tonsils, and pseudomembranous stomatilia (muguet) — all 
of which ore so oflcn confounded with diphtheria by the 
■uperficial observer — although numerous, were rigidly 
excluded, and the peculiar diphtheritic depodl made the 
exclusive test. Of the sixty-five casea seen in practice 
sixty'four recovered, and one died. Of the six cases seen 
in consullation five died, and one recovered. 

In nearly all of the cases the febrile stage was strongly 
marked. The pulse ranged from 130 Co 160 ; the cervical 
glands often enormously swollen scd excesJiively lender to 
pressure; breath foetid; inceB^nt expectoration of thick, 
tenacious, semi-transparent mucus | frequently marked cere- 
bral disturbance, and invariably intense cephalagia. The 
diphtheritic deposit in evenr case enveloped the tonsils, fre- 
quently extending to the pharynx, involving the nares, and 
occa«onalIy appearing upon the hps, tongue, and interior of 
the cheek. 

Finding the grade of inflammation apparently so much 
higher Uian I had been accustomed to see it in New York, 
the first two cases, through the advice of the consulting 
physician, were treated for twelve hours with calomel and 
ipecac in small doses. This was followed by a mild cathar- 
tic, and afterwards sulph. cjuinine in Ionic doses with sti- 
mulants, potassEe chloras, tincL ferri cbloridi, good nourish- 
ing diet, etc, etc. They both eventually recovered after a 
S'otracted iEnesa of over three weeks' duration followed by 
phtheritic paralysis of the velum pendulum palati, partial 
amaurosis, and genial debility, continuing for several 
months, and yielding only to galvanism and Ionics. At 
the same time I was called in consultation in a moribund 
case which had been subjected to ihe same treatment. 

Losing confidence in antiphlogistics the third case was 
placed under the plan of treatment which I had seen prove 
BO eminently successful with Prof. A. Jacbbi, and which he 
has BO ably laid before the profession in the first volume of 
the MiDiCAL Times. 

This third case was a boy of eleven years of age. When 
called to see him there was a thick diphtheritic deposit 
completely enveloping the swollen tonsils, and crowding 
the uvula forward ; pulse 140; face flushed almost purple : 
■kin hot and dry, with marked cerebral disturbance, ana 
great adenitis. Eight grains of quinia sulph. were imme- 
diately given, followed by three grdns eveiy three hours. 
Brandy a teaspoonful every hour. A saturated solution of 
potassee chloras, acidulated with hydrochloric acid, in table- 
qioonful doses every hour. With each dose of brandy was 
mixed either sweet cream, eggs, or beef-tea. To these 
were added insufflations of alum and tannic acid equal parts 
mixed, every four hours, and exlemaUy hot fomentations 
with flannel cloths to the swollen glands, as hot as could be 
borne by the patient, and changed every five minutes. 
In a little less than two hours the fever declined, the pulse 
dropped to 120, the mind became clear, cephalalKia abated, 
and a profuse perspiration broke out over the whole body, 
continuing for several hours. There was no exacerbation of 
the fever, the alarming symptoms rapidly abated, and, on 
the fi>urth day, the diphtheritic exudation came off in large 
flakes one-fourth of an inch in thickness, leaving a healthy 
enrface underneath, followed by no secondary deposit 

The remaining sixty-four cafie& with one exception, were 
treated in • similar manner. If seen during the febrile 
Ma^ quinine was given in large doses of from five to eight 
grains every six or twelve hours, for two or three days, 
according to the age and severity of the case. A rapid and 
permanent remission of the fever was the invariable result. 
It was then given in smaller doses of from two to three 
grains every three or four hours, nnd ihe diphtheritic depo- 
sit had entirely disappeared. The .single exception to this 
plan of treatment, and the only one which proved fatal, 
oommenoed with ralher more than the average mildoeiB. 



It was seen during the febrile stage (pulse 120), but through 
some officious interference the directions were not followed. 
Quinine was given in ^mall doses, and the alcohoHc stimu- 
lant entirely omitted for twelve hours. In that period the 
pulse advanced to 150, accompanied with an immense aug- 
mentation of the diphtheritic deposit. The child was then 
placed upon the same plsn of treatment which bad proved 
so successful in the previous cases, but, unfortunately, 
although there was some slight amendment, the lost ground 
was never regained, and the patient succumbed on the fifth 
day to an extension of the exudation into the larynx and 
trachea. 

Of the six cases seen in consultation three had been pre- 
viously treated with purgative doses of calomel and ip^ac, 
followed by tonics and stimuJenls, two had been mistaken 
for mild tonsillitis by tlie attending physician, who had 
never before seen a case of diphtheria, and treated accord- 
ingly. They all died. The remaining one was seen early, 
and the plan of treatment adopted which had proved so 
successful with me, and the child recovered. 

From a careful examination of the foregoing caseSj and a 
comparison of (hem with numerous cases in Ihe adjoining 
towns which have terminated fatally under antiphlogistio 
treatment, I am led to the following conclusions ;— That 
calomel in the treatment of diphtheria is unnecessary at 
least, if not positively detrimental. That quinine is invalu- 
able, and, to have its ftilt effect in the febrile stage, should 
be given in doses of from five to ten gruns twice a day. A 
rapid diminution of the fever invariably follows, wilh no 
exacerbation the ensuing day. In those passive cases with- 
out febrile reaction, and which generally prove the most 
dangerous, I have found a better effect from it given oftener 
end in smaller doses, but never less than fiom ten lo twenty 
grains daily. The albuminuria, which rj:>mmences gene- 
rally from the fourth to the eighth day, and so often proves 
fatal, can be, as first staled by Prof. Jacobi, efleclually 
controlled by the effect of tannic acid, which, at the game 
time, produces a fine local effect upon the diphtheritic de- 
posit. I attribute to its free use me recovery of at least 
twenty of the cases above reported. One, a child of two 
years of age, had diphtheria for five days when I saw it. 
There had been urodialysisfor the last twenty-four hours, and 
the child was then suffering from urtemic convulsions. The 
hot bath gave temporary relief, and was followed by three 
grain doses of tannic acid every lour hours. A resloratioa 
of the suspended secretion within twenty-four hours was 
the result, and the patient recovered. Tne local use of all 
caustics, and especially the argent nit, is of doubtful utility, 
from the difficulty of applying it to the seat of the disease, 
owing to the cedema of Ihe tonsils and uvula, and the pro- 
tection afforded to the hjperiemic tissues by the diphlbe~ 
ritic exudation. Insufflations of alum, as recommended by 
Troucseau, combined wilh tannic acid, were alone relied 
upon for that purpose. Again, an external application of 
flannel cloths, wrung out in hot water, as hot as can be 
borne by the patient, and changed every five minutes, will 
subdue the cer^'ical adenitis quicker and more effectually 
than any other external application. They are very sooth- 
ing and grateful to the patient, the writer having repeats 
edly seen little children, after two or three appUcationa, 
importuning the nurse to change the cloths more trequently. 
That alcoholic stimulants are imperatively demanded from 
the very outset of tlie disease, both for their stimulating 
effect and their action upon the skin. They should be 
given in small Quantities frequently repeated. In those 
passive cases without marked febrile disturbance the quan- 
tity should be increased. That potasss chloras, as usually 
administered in the country, is given in too small a quantity, 
and should be administered to the amount of from one to 
two drachms daily to obtain its specific effect; and that ita 
combination with hydrochloric acid will usually be well 
borne, and prove of great benefit, when the tincL ferri chlo- 
ridi is inadmissible from the irritation it produces. Above 
all things the most nourishing diet from the very com- 
mencement i« absoluiely reqnixed. Sweet cream, or egga, 
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ahould be mixed with the alcoholic Btimuiaat, strong beef- 
te», ojatera, chicken broti, etc., adniiniatered freelj. The 
wishes of the patient are to be no criterion to the nurse in 
the article of diet. From the difficulty of deglutition the 
patient will generally object to food as well as mediciDe. 
In such cases liquid rood in liberal quantity, and that of the 
most nourishing kind, muat be insisted upoo. Through ita 
inSuence alone I have seen patients rsllj and finally recover, 
afler the Irienda had dven up the case, and even a mother'* 
faith and love had iaued to find a ray of hope. 



EPIDEMIC PUERPERAL FEVER IN BELLEVUE 

HOSPITAL. 

Br FRANCIS R. LYMAN, M^, 



PiRHAPS there is nothing in medicine more clearly proven 
than the fact, thatpuerperal women collected in great aum- 
bera Id the wards of hospitals are liable to epidemics of 
cbild-bed fever. Again, it has been noticed that these epi- 
demics recur at certain seasons of the year. For instance, 
in examining the records of Bellevue Hospital, Irom 1847 
to 1S62 inclusive, such an epidemic has been found to have 
occurred every March. During the existence of these epi- 
demics, the depressing influence of the zymotic cause has 
been fouud to affect the tone of all the patients; and their 
Lability to mammary abscesses, and all Uie various inflam- 
mations of the puerperal state, has been greatly increased. 

It is for the purpose merely of recording one month's 
observations in the lying-in wards, la regard to ihe latter 
point, that this short communication is writtea At the 
first of March, 1862, there were thirty-five patienta in the 
lying-in ward to forty-three beds. One of the patients was 
suffering from an attack of metro-peritonitis (puerperal). 
From the first to the tenth there were seven women deli- 
vered. Of them, two were transferred to the medical 
words, one laboring under a phlebitis affecting the veins of 
the led leg, associated with metro-peritonitis; the others 
haviDE an ovaritis. Of the remaining five, none were ex- 
cepted from having a chill ; in some cases repeated with all 
the symptoms of approacbing puerperal fever. 

Morphine was administered, m some instances very fi'eely, 
to control the inflammatory tendency, and the patients were 
all placed upon quinine with nourisbing dieL Quinine was 
given to every patient who manifested the least unfavorable 
symptotn, and they were very few who did not require it. 

The wai'ds were thinned of their patients by transfers 
and discharges, and those which held the suspicious cases 
were thoroughly ventilated and cleaned, the beds tAken 
out and reptaoeil by fresh ones. From that date (the 12th), 
the influence of the poison seemed to have been destroyed. 
The patients affected continued to improve, and are now all 
convalescing. 

But the moat marked result wrought by these sanitary 
change^ was in the caSea of mammitis. In the convsJes- 
centand lying-in wards on the 12th March were six cases of 
ample phlegmons of the breast, supra^landular infiamma- 
tions. These paUenta were all placed upon quinine, ale, 
and good diet, by order of Dr. Barker, with the ordinary 
local applications, ext belladonnse, etc, etc. Only two of the 
cases went on to suppuration, and the abscesses were both 
opened on tJie 28th March. A local phlebitis was present 
in two cases, both of which did well on the treatment in- 
dicated above. The patients continued to improve under 
the tonic plan of treatment, and by the first of April tJiere 
was no longer any sign of puerperal fever, and there were 
but three cases of mammary abscess, one of these hav- 
ing come in from the street. The patient with phlebitis 
and metro-peritonitis died, and the autopsy sbowed the 
usual lesions. 



Dbs. Wif. DrmoLD, Thomas M. Markoe, and Chaa. D 
Smith, of this city, of the Volunt«er Corns Surgeons from 
this Stat«, have beea ordered to Fortteullotaoo. 
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Dr. B. Forotcb Barebr said ; — I have occupied lately so 
much of the time of the Academy in discussing another 
subject, that I feel some hesitation in speaking on this, but 



interest, I will lake the liberty of alluding to some practi- 
cal points connected with it. Although inversion of the 
utorus is a very rare accident, not oocumDg once among 
one hundred and forty thousand labors in the Dublin Lying- 
in Ho^ital, and in the London Maternity Charity, yet it is 
liable to occur to any one. la the IhiTu Med. Soc. of N. F., 
Dr. Bissell,of Utica, reports three cases w^ichhe met with. 
I have seen five cases, the prominent cases of which I will 

iiresently allude to. Dr. Williama, of Manhattan ville^ in- 
brmed me that he had seen four. The first qut^tion which 
arises is— What is the cause of this accident? This is a 
OTactical question, which may come home to any of us. 
Two or three yeat^ since, a case of great medico-legal inte- 
rest was tried at Chicago, based on this question, involving 
a sum of $20,000. Probably, most of the leading obste- 
tricians of the country were consulted by the counsel 
of one or the other party, as to the point whether inver- 
sion ever occurred, except irom improper traction of the 
cord, or some other neglect or malpracuce of the midwife 
or accoucheur. Undoubtedly, a great variety of opinion 
was given ; and in stating my own convictions, I tliink I 
but express the genera) sentiment of the profession, which 
has resulted &om a careful study and analysis of the accu- 
mulated experience upon the sutiiect, viz. that it does in a 
very large number of cases occur spontaneously. I will go 
further and say, that it is doubtful whether it ever arises 
from traction of the cord. Physicians have been repeatedly 
unjustly accused of causing tins accident 1^ ioiproper man- 
agement of the case. In three of the coses I have seen, 
this certainly could not have been the fact. I will detail 
three cases somewhat minutely, for the purpose of illustrat- 
ing certain points which I shall presently s.'eak at The 
first case I saw some sixteen years since, and the invermon 
had then existed for three years. It was in this case sup- 
posed to be due to traction of the cord, as the history 
given was that the physician who attended her was intox- 
icated, and pulled very strongly upon somethine, assert- 
ing, alter her deUvery, that another child remain^ behind. 
You know, Mr. President, that at that dato there were but 
two alternatives in coses of chronic inversion of the uterus — 
either to submit the patient to the danger ood shock of ex- 
tirpation of the uterus, or to leave her in a broken-down 
miserable condition, probably to die sooner or later from 
the exhaustion resultmg from the accident. In my case 
I proposed the former as offering a chance, but I was 
oblig^ to VLy that also there was a strong prababiUty 
that death might result from the operation, and ibe patient 
and her husband decided not to submit to it. Some four 
years later I heard that she died from exhaustion and 
dropsy. 

The second case occurred at West Forms, in this State, 
in 1652. I had engaged to attend the patient, a primipars, 
ot the time of her confinement. But her labor came on 
unexpectedly, and was very rapid. Her brother-in-law, a 

Shysician from St, Louis, was visiting her at that time. . 
he child was still-bom, and the attention of the phyuciao 
was occupied in meosures directed tor the resuscitation of 
the child (the cord had been cut, and the child removed 
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from tbe bed), when the curae exclaimed, " Mrs. has 

fainted," and her appearance was such Uiat he at first sup- 
posed her U> be dead. On esaminaijon be fonnd that pro- 
niae bleeding; had occurred, and that a maaa, which he 
found to be ue inverted uterus with the placenta attached, 
was protruding from the vulva. He pushed it back into 
the vagina, and the hcemorrhage ceased. Stimulants were 
given freely, and I was sent for. llwaa twelve hours after 
the accident that I saw her, and she had then rallied from 
the collapse. I peeled off the placenta with a good deal of 
difficulty, and finally, having brought the patient under the 
influence of diloroform, I succeeded in reporting the 
uterus, and she made a good recovery. In thincase I have 
the testimony of the physician, nurse, and patient, that 
there was no traction on the cord, which was twenty-eii 
inchea in length, and not wound around the neck of the 
child. Before uluding to the other cases which I have 
a«en, I will remark on one or two points referred to by the 
auUior of the paper that we have Ustened to this evening. 
At a meeting of the State Medical Society, some three or 
four yearn since, I had a conversation on this subject with 
Dr. Quackenbush, Professor of Obstetrics in the Albany 
Medical College, and I was so much interested in bis, to 
me, novel views, that I moved the appointment of Dr. Q., 
to read a paper on the subject at the neit meeting of the 
Society. In this paper, which has been nublished in the 
Sn-atu. of the Society, Prof. Qoackenhuah has failed to ex- 
pre«8 his views with the same clearness and force as he did 
to me in private conversation. In brief, his views were, 
that inversion of the uterus rarely commenced by a dim- 
pling in of the fundus, but at the cervical portion of the 
body of the uterus, just at the junction of the body with 
the neck ; that is, in other words, at the os internum, and 
that this oi^an is gradually inverted from this point up- 
wards to the fundus. Now, if we reflect that the neck of 
tbe uterus and the bod; of the uterus are anatomically and 
physiologically two distinct organs; that during gestation 
the whole tissue of the cervix becomes softened, a soften- 
ing entirely distinct from any such change in the muscular 
walls of the body of the utnrus ; and (hat this BOfteninr of 
the cervix remains for some lime after parturition, when 
ordinarily the body is firmly contracted, I think that it will 
be seen that this opinion rests upon a sound physiological 
basis. I think this will explam those cases, where the 
inveraion has apparently gradually been developed some 
days after parturition, and I do not see how they are to be 
explained in any other way. At any rate, my own expe- 
rience has oonvinced me that the organ can be reposited by 
C dually reinverting it at the cervix uteri, when it cannot 
done by reinverting at the fiindus. In illustration of 
this fact 1 will mention a case that I aaw in Brooklyn in 
consultation with Dr. Byrne and Dr. Dudley, where it wea 
impossible that traction of the cord or any improper treat- 
ment could have been tbe cause. I saw her the eighth 
or ninth day aller her confinement. The inversion was 
developed four dajrs after delivery. She was brought under 
chloroform, and I found it utterly impossible to repoait the 
organ by any pressure to reinvert the ftmdus. But, finally, 
by strongly compreeeing the body at this junction of the 
cervix, and pressing upwards, I succeeded in restoring the 
organ, and I have learned from Dr. Byrne that the patient 
perfectly recovered. Another caae I saw at Uanhatlan- 
ville, a patient of Dr. Williams, after her fidh confinement. 
Tbe first stage of the labor had been very tedious, lasting 
some forty-eight hours, not severe, but the pains were just 
sufficient to deprive her of sleep and rest. Dr. Williams 
left her for a half hour to visit another patient in an adjoin- 
ing house, the cervix at this time being not fully dilated. 
On his return he found the child in the bed just delivered, 
Uie woman flooding profusely, and the uterus inverted with 
the placenta attached. He separated the placenta, and 
attempted to reposit the organ, but only succeeded in push- 
ing it nack into the vagina. The hemorrhage ceased, but 
returned again (he Uiird day afterwards. Dr. Williams 
made many attempts to r^toail the uterus, but tbey were 



nnsuccescJuL I saw her on the fourth day af^r the acci- 
dent; she was then so exceedingly prostrated by the 
repeated and profiise htemorrbages that we did not dare to 
give her chloroform, but we gave ber instead a grain of 
morphine. In this case I also endeavored, unsucc^sfuUy, 
to restore the organ by dimpling in the fundus. I eventu- 
ally succeeded by a similar procedure as in the former case. 
I must say, however, that it was tbe most fatiguing and 
difficult obstetric operation tbatl ever performed. This 
patient, also, perfectly recovered. In conclusion, I will 
say that this case, which we have listened to in the very 
interesting and valuable paper of Dr. Noeggerath, adds 
another proof to the cases of Dr. Smith, of London, and 
Prof White, of Buffalo, in one of which the inversion had 
existed twelve and the other thirteen years, that the 
resources of i^^may prove successful in restoring the organ 
under those circumstances, where formerly it was regarded 
as justifiable to subject the patient to the great danger of 
tiie operation by extirpation of the organ. 
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At a meeting of the Pathological Society of London, the 
proceedings of which are published in the Mid, Timet and 
Oaxetie, Ms. Birhabo Holt exhibited a strictured urethra 
showing the results of forcible dilatation after death. "The 
patient, who was known to be sufiering from severe stric- 
ture of the urethra, died in tbe Westminster Hospital of 
fever, and the opportunity was taken to introduce Mr. 
Holt s " stricture dilator," post-mortem, and to slit the 
stricture precisely as it would be done in the hviiig body, 
with the view of examining the efl'ect produced by the 
operation. The urethra having been carefully removed and 
opened, showed a longitudinal rent in tbe mucous membrane 
and sub-mucous tissue of the fioor of the urethra, correspond- 
ing to the situation of the two strictures which bad 
existed, but the vascular tissue of the corpus spon^osum 
was uninjured. Mr. Holt remarked that the appearance 
corresponded exactly to those be had always imagined, but 
he baa not bad an opportunity of ascertaining, owing to the 
uniformly favorable resulta of tbe operation- Mr. Henry 
Thompson said he had bad an opportunity of closely exam- 
ining the specimen, and of witoeesing the performance of 
the operation in several cases, certainly with the best results, 
but he still doubted whether the stricture was really torn, 
and thought that it was rather the healthy tissue that gave 
way. Mr. Holt replied tiiat, as the calibre of the urethra 
was restored in all cases, he presumed that the strictare 
was split, and as Mr. Thompson himself said that the stric- 
ture was commonlv at the lower part of tbe urethra, he 
considered it highly saUsfsctory that the rents should be 
found in that situation in tbe specimen. In answer to Mr. 
Hutchinson Mr. Holt said Ibat his patient had never 
suff^^d from abscess in the perineum." 



Mn. Bagwell exhibited a cast of the teeth from a syphi- 
litic child, upon which Mr. Hutchinson remarked that be 
did not believe one tenth of tbe cases of malformation of 
the teeth which come under notice had anything whatever 
to do with syphilis. The malformation which was diagnoslio 
of that disease was a special, very peculiar, and compara- 
tively rare one. It consisted of dwarfing and notching of 
the central incisors of the upper set If this condition 
of the pair of teeth were not present, all Other deformitiea 
should count for nothing. He nad met with no single case 
tending to abake his confidence in tbe value of this condition 
as a rehahie symptom. On the contrary, all recent obser- 
vationa had taadsd to coafinn il^ It wta, however, a oon- 
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ditioQ which vuied in degree, and which reauired some 
prtetice in ita ^mreciation. In manT caaes ot hereditary 
svphilia the teeth were but little malformed, and in some 
tlier might even escape altogether. He believed that the 
maUbrniation was due to innammation of the dental struc- 
turee at an eartj period of infantile life. If a ejphilitic 
infant escaped an attack of Btomatitia the teeth would pro- 
bably escape maircrraation, just aa if, should no ioQanini^ 
tion of the nisal passages occur, the noae would escape the 
deformitj, which is usually s-i marked in those children. 
He had many opportunities for seeing families of syphilitic 
children, and hod always found the malformation of teeth 
moat marked in the eldest, and becoming gradually less «o 
in the younger members. He would Tenture U> add, as a 
precaution, that those pecularitiea were never met with in 
the first set of teeth, since many mistakes had come to hia 
knowledge in consei^ueace of Inattention to this fact." 



■e of disease by careful superriston and skilled mediciu 
direction, has been afforded at the CentraJ London District 
School The children at that school were, as we stated 
lately, suffering most extensively from defective domestic 
arrangements. Putting aside some minor causes of com- 
plaint, (hey were the Eubjects of an epidemic affection of the 
eye. Upwards of a hundred of them were so affected. Mr. 
Havnes Walton was called into consultation as an ophthal- 
molofpst of scientiSc reputation, and decided that the 
affection was catarrha] ophthalmia; that the dust of the 
court^yardii, and other conditions brought under review, 
were not the causes of it, but that it was due to an injudi- 
cious method of ventilation. Over the head of each bed 
was a great hole, through which the air was constantly 
renewed; and thus each child was continually exposed, 
when lying in bed, to « direct draught of cold air. The 
result was almost universal catarrhal ophthalmia. These 
boles he advised to be stopped up, and other methods of 
Tentilation introduced aa » substitution. The result baa 
bben that ophthalmia has disappeared from the school, and 
so completely, that a recent committee have intimated a 
doubt whether it ever existed. This is just one of the 
instances of the useful preventive functions which medical 
men may be called to fill ; great good would result if public 
institutions were more thoroughly and generally supervised 
in this way." — Lamet 
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Ohx needs but to use his eyes in a promenade along Broad- 
way, that great artery through which courses inceraantly 
the vast and brilliant life-current of the Metropolis of (he 
western world, to be convinced of the great improvements 
which a few years have produced in the thousand things 
pertainingto the ifeoftA, as well as the luxury and comfort of 
mankind. The shop windows of that thoroughfare consti- 
tute a museum, of at least five miles in length, of things ele- 
gant, things curious, things wonderful, and things useful, 
where one may saunter for hours, and find both pleasure 
and profit in the most extraordinary collection of the ani- 
mate and inanimate attractions that the world can produce. 
As a jneCura gaUsry it can hardly be said to have its equaL 
The moat r«fined and. attractive prodnctitxM of the mmI ar« 



there displayed with an abandon of cost, so to speak, indi- 
cative of the highest culture of the art j while the competing 
powers of the >un pamUrt are put to their highest tension 
to excel in their peculiar line. There we realize the true 
refinementa of civiliEBtion, and but for the noiae of the thou- 
sands of omnibuses, carriages, carts, and vehicles of every 
description, which a horse-rsilroad would greatly alleviate^ 
it would have no drawback as the most inviting promenade 
in the world. 

This allusion to an apparently unprofessional subject 
(though in truth everything that infiuences the condition 
of mankind is worthy of professionai notice) is in conse- 
quence of our attention having been attracted to the display 
in the shop windows of several articles bearing a direct 
relation to (he question of human health, in connexion with 
what we have designated in our caption as Houbibold 
Htoienb. . 

There are two things greatly to be deured in this relation, 
especially in city Ufe, for the promotion of general and indi- 
vidual health. They are, IsL ReUef from the drtu^ory of 
household labor, and the evils flowing from unintellectual 
occupation and bodily fatigue ; and 2d. Agreeable induce- 
ments to increased physical exercise, especially among 
children and adult females. 

AfUr ■ recent walk along thia remarkable avenue we 
memorized together a group of objects having a direct rela- 
tion to human health, and have thought them worthy a 
more permanent record, for Ihe benefit of our professional 
readers, and through tliem the families under their care. 

Doubtless the most remarkable of the inventions (ailing 
under this classification is the Seteing Machine, This has 
come to be so essential a part of the household that no one 
who can will &il to possess one of some of the numerous 
patterns, or " stitches," for by that they are technically dis- 
tinguished. Who can calculate the ext«nt of the bleesing 
brought by this beautiful invention in the bonseholda of the 
land? Time, money, and health are all saved by it, and 
had Hood been bom a few years later his " Song of the 
Shirt " had never been written, while even now his ideal 
of " fingers weary and wora " lives only in the memory 
of a few, so completely hss the " machine " revolutionised 
that branch of human, and especially femal^labor. The 
piano gives no more agreeable sound to our ears when we 
enter a patient's house, than the gentle whirr of a busy 
Wheeler St Wilson, a Finkle & Lyon, a Grover & Baker, 
a Singer, or any other of the numerous clumants to 
popular favor. Even the Japanese, it seems, hare learned 
to appreciate it, and, according to MiHWru Habbis, tiiey 
will soon imitate its manufacture, from which no patent can 
bar t^m. Within three or four squares may be counted 
a dosen windows beautified with the indicatioita of comfort 
and health, the products of thia new creation of American 
genius. 

One of (he moet disagreeable things wo have to enooun- 
ter in a dwelling, even the most degant and well kept, is 
the volume ofjinedtut wliich continually pervades the air. 
Every brush of a dress against the fiimiture, every act of 
sitting, every movement of a chair, every book taken from 
a shel^ and every tread upon llie carpet, ruses a cloud 
more or less dense, and which, in our universally unvenli- 
lated apartments, becomes in proceas of time increased 
and concentrated to a degree which is positively oppreaNve 
to the senaes, and injurious to the health. Then, again, the 
manner of deanang the caipets and fiiniitare ia genorally 
Digiiizec oy VjOOQ I C 
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such M to aggravate the evil Biddy, to whom this im- 
portAnt work is usaally committed, goes »t it with win- 
dows dosed, or &t most opened on ooe side onlj, so that 
no breeze can get through the apartments, and having no 
idea of vendlation, or aaj fear of cooaumption or asthma, 
first whbks her broom over the carpel with her strong 
Arms, raises an opaque fog which, baviog do means of 
escape, settles aguu upon everything, permeating every 
crevice, even through the coverings of the sofas and 
chwrs, whence every tap of a finger will reproduce it 
The sweeping being over, and the Ibg somewhat settled, 
thea comes the operation of diuHng^ which is supposed to 
mean a removal of the offensive stuff from the apartment ; 
but by the feather duster the evil spirit is only rabed again, 
to be redistributed, and driven in greater quantities into the 
cracks and crevices of the furniture. It is a fair estimate 
that of llus dust nine-tenths come from the woollen 
carpel, that item of luinry, which, while it is an evidence 
of a higher civilization, is equally a deteriorator of health, 
on account of its peculiar power of holding dust, and in- 
creasing il by its wear, to he raised by every footfall and 
every touch of the broom. Hence, once carpets we must 
have, in obedience to fashion's dictates, any invention cal- 
culated to counteract in any degree the evils alluded to, of 
the dust from sweeping them, we should hail as a sanitary 
boon. Such an one has been attempted in the form of the 
" Carpet Sweeper," by which it is claimed that no dust is 
raised, it all being thrown inte a tight box as the instru- 
ment is pushed or drawn over the door. The idea of the 
" Carpet Sweeper" is, therefore, entitled to a dedded rank 
among the promoters of Household Hygiene. 

Of the numerous insanitary evils incident to city life 
there is none greater than the restraints imposed upon 
bodily exercise, especially in the open air, chiefly owing to 
the want of opportunities. Unlike the rural districts, 
where all nature invites to free action of limb and lung, 
amid trees jocund with song of birds, or over fields of 
MeDt«d clover, unchecked by conventional formalities, the 
city presents scarcely an inducement to physical exercise, 
beyond a funereal promeuade along the crowded marts, or a 
ride by carriage or horseback in a manner as carefully 
guarded as tg propriety as if always going to church. 
Even the healthful parlor sport of battledore and shuttle- 
cock, and that of the " Graces," are precluded, since the 
general iBtrodnction of gas chandeliers, which check the 
flight of the winged messengers. So also trundling the 
hoop, and skipping the rope, are environed with difficulties 
whidi prevent them in a great degree. The obstructions 
to exercise are responsible for no inumsiderable portion of 
the enfeebled, delicate, and hyper-nervous organizations 
and abbreviated lives of the upper and middle classes. 
Any inducement to bodily exercise, especially in of)en air, 
should therefore receive the encouragemeot of both physi- 
Dtans and the fiunilies of their patients. We hail with great 
ntisfaolion, on this account, the renewal of the popularity 
of the elegant exercise of »kating, a fact chiefly due to the 
exertions of the Cental Park CommlBsioners, in preparing 
and keying in order two fine skating ponds. As this is, 
however, available for a small fraction of the year only, we 
have been gratified to notice an invention for furnishing our 
young men and maidens with the means of skating oS Ote 
year round. The Thaler Floor Skata accomplish this to 
perfection. Seeing in a shop window a few doors above 
OUT pnblioatMHi office a number of these skates fcH- sale, we 
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stepped in one day, and were invited into a large hall in 
the rear, io vritness the capacity of the instrument, and Wa 
confess our surprise and pleasure at the display made by a 
few young experts. With this skate the " spread eagle,'' 
"locomotive," "toe and heel," "grape vine twist," and 
every other evolution possible with the common ice skate, 
may be performed with perfect safety and &cility. It is 
one of the happiest substitutes for the old abandoned 
games we can conceive of, making a delightlul and attrac- 
tive home amusement, affording beneSdal exercise and 
recreation for young and old. Every muscle of the frame 
is brought into action by this exercdee, with a feeUng of 
security against accident which is not found on die ice, so 
that even in winter, except for the out^door exposure, this 
mode of skating must, in many cases, have the preference. 
We may recur to this subject at a future time, as there 
are other matters of interest bearing upon the important 
question of Household HroiBHK. 



THE WEEK 
Wi may well congratulate the medical staff of the Army, 
and the profession of the United States, on the passage of 
the Medical Reform Bill through Congress. In multitu- 
dinous ways this deplorable war is destined to renovate our 
military as well as civil institutions, to place them on a 
6rmer basis, and give them that scope and effectiveness 
essential to the discharge of the full measure of their duties. 
This war found the Medical Department of our Army with 
almost precisely the same organisation that it has had for 
nearly fifty years, the army during that time rarely exceed- 
ing 17,000 men. Although the Department was capable Of 
considerable expansioo, it was quite impossible, with the 
small force at its command, to meet the immense demuid 
suddenly made upon its resources. We do not here allude 
to material aid to our Army, for ite power of obtaining 
supplies is, we believe, unlimited; butto that personal super- 
vision of the details of the medical affairs of the army which 
alone could render its power effective. The defects in 
the Department were brought out in bold relief by tiie 
organization of a large army, and to none were they so 
palpable as to the Sanitary Commission, which has, by its 
well directed efforts, supplied those constant and pressing 
wants which the Department seemed powerless to meet. 
To the Sanitary Commission, the country owes a debt of 
gratitode, not less for its persistent and finally successful 
effort to reform the Medical Department, than for its cease- 
less activity in supplying the necessities of the soldiers. 
The Department is now placed on a scientific basis, not 
inferior to that of England and France, and from its re- 
orgaaizalion we anticipate that efficiency which will so 
commend itself to the Qovemmect that no other cjiaogea 
will take place, other than such ss will enlarge its powers 
of usefulness. 

Briefly, the Medical Bureau has gained these points :— 
1. A larger and more effective force; be^des an addition to 
the force of the staff, it is now to have a spedal department 
of Sanitary Inspection, with a sufficient corps of officers to 
place our entire army under the constant sanitary surveil- 
lance of the Medical Bureau. 2. An increased t«nk^ the 
Surgeon-Qeneral havmg now the rank of a Brigadier-Ge- 
neral. 3. Finally, selection of Che highest officers according 
to merit, and not the old effete system of succesiaon by 
seniority, which was ever liable to place at its head a mas 
incapacttatwl bjr *0B. 
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We we aware tbat there are members of the regular ataff 
who are not altogether satisfied with these changeH ; but we 
beliere no oQe who is congcieatioualj desirouB of the high- 
est degree of efficiency in the medical department will hesi- 
tate to acknowledge that, however bia own status majr be 
affected, (he department itself baa undergone a reorganiza- 
tion, which not only the exigencies of llie limes but mo- 
dem miiitoTf science requires. 

Eelying upon that judicious selection of officers which 
tbe Presidbnt and Sgcbetaht SiantO!i are so well qualiSeJ 
aod 50 determined to make, we confidently anticipate for 
the medical department of our Army a career of usefulaess 
and efficiency unparalleled by the beat foreign military 
medical organizations. 

We leam through the public prints that William A 
Hauhohd, U.D., has been ttltxted by tbe Fresideht as 
SuRGEON-Q-EKERAL of the U. S. Army under the recent 
reorganizatjon of the Medical Department The profes- 
sion will hear of tie confirmation of this appointment 
with the most sincere gratification. No man could be 
selected, who so happily combines in his professional rela- 
tions the confidence and esteem of both the Medical Staff 
of the army, and tbe profession of (he country, as Dr. Bah- 

A native of Maryland, but long a residcDt of Pennsyl- 
vania, Dr. Hahmohd entered the army as Assistant-Sur- 
geon, June 29, 1849. He remained in the army until 
1860, when he resigned his commission, and soon after 
accepted tbe chur of Anatomy and Physiology in the Uni- 
versity of Maryland, Baltimore. He also became an asso- 
ciate editor of the Maryland iMical Jmimal. On the 
breaking out of the rebellion several of Prof. Hammond's 
associates espoused the cause of the rebels, while Pitor. 
H., true to his country, showed his active sympathy for 
her succeas in that dark hour of trial, by again entering 
tbe Regular Medical Staff. 

During tbe Bret period of service on the Staff, Dr. Ham- 
mond occupied important and most laborious posiUons on 
our frontier ; and that he was an acute observer, an e£B- 
cient officer, we have abundant evidences in the valuable 
reports ^hich he communicated from time to time to the 
Medical Bureau, and which have since appeared in the 
Reports of that Department His contributions to ^riodi- 
cal medical literattu^ were also numerous and valuable. 
To the profession at home and abroad Dr. Hammond is 
best known by his physiological writings, which have 
placed him in the front rank of experimental physiologists. 
To our immediate readers he will be remembered as the 
author of a course of lectures on chancre, which appeared 
in tbe early numbers of the last volume of Ihe Medical 
Times, and which attracted much and deserved attention. 

If Dr. Habmoiid is now elevated to the responsible and 
honorable positioa of Head of the Medical Staff of onr 
Army, we believe he will have the cordial sympathy and 
support of his professional brethren, in both civil and i^jji- 

Ws leam that QovemmeDt has selected David's Island, 
near New Rocbelle, East River, i^ut twenty miles torn 
New York, as a site for Military Hospitals. The grounds 
are in courseof preparation, and the buildings being erected 
will accommodate from filleen hundred to two thousand 
patisnta. Tbe hoefutals will be in ob«i^ of £. Lsi Jona, 
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M.D., of this city, a gentleman who will bring to the dis- 
chai^ of his duties a loi^ experience in hospital num^e- 
ment 

In another column we have ioserted the order of Qra. 
Htrtrriia, relating to the sanitary regulations oF his depart- 
ment of the South. A more complete code of Health Laws 
could not well be devised. They emanated, in wbole or 
part, we believe, from the Sanitary Commission. We deem 
it most fortunate for our troops who arc to pass a part of the 
coming season in that malarious district, that they have a 
commanding officer who believes that disease is more to be 
feared than an enemy, and who acts upon the principle 
that prevenUon is better than cure. 
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CotrRSB OF Lionniss ok the Physioloot and Patholoot of 
TBB CmTBAL Nervous Stbtkh, delivered at the Royal 
College of Surgeons of England, in May, 1858, by B. 
Brown-Siquard, M.D., F.RS. I860. Philadelphia. J, 
B. Lippincott & Co. 

Lecttres oh tbe Diaohosis and Trkatueht of the Prin- 
ciFAL Forms of Paralysis of the Lower Extrehitiks, 
by E. Brown-Swjuard, M.D., F.B.S. I86I. Philadel- 
phia. J. B. Lippincott ic Co. 

^a>^<U<nlea/r^mpaetii^.y 

In tbe treatment of chronic myehtls tbe following are the 
means to be employed: — 

1. If possible the patient should never lie on his back, 
but flat on the abdomen, so as to diminish by the effect of 
gravitation the amount of blood in the spinal cord. 

2. Those means that may attract blood outside of the 
spinal canal should be used as often as possible. The best 
of them is a hot douche between 98° and 101" Fahr. to the 
spine. Tbe cold shower bath, if immediately after it the 



revulsives are to be preferred when myelitis is caused by a 
caries or other organic affection of the cord. 

Internally belladonna and ergot are the moat poweiful 
remedies t^ diminish the congestion of the cord. In tbe 
beginning ergot alone is given internally ; belladonna being 
externally applied in a large plaster (four by nx inches) 
over the painlul spot of the spine. Tbe dose of powder of 
ergot is gr. iij. twice a day, gradually increased until it 
reaches gr, vj. twice a day. If tnere is no marked improve- 
ment in a few weeks i or i gr. eit belladonna is then 
administered twice a day. If with thece means tbe patient 
does not get better, five or six grains of iodide of potaauum 
twice a day, are added to tlie preceding remedies. Iodide 
of polss»um should be used together with ergot and bella- 
donna from the beginning, when meningitis and myehtia 
accompany each other. 

Sloughs of the sacrum and nates are prevented or stopped 
by alternate application of ice, and a worm poulUce as 
before mentioned. 

Shampooing, galvanism, the use of the flcsh-bmah, and a 
warm foot-bath every night (when there is no (edema), are 
the means to prevent alterations of nutrition. 

Nephritis or cystitis, when occurring, ^ould be treated 
energetically. The bowels must be kept open — opium and 
other narcotics producing constipation should be avoided; 
in case of sleeplessness hyoscyamus is the remedy to be 
preferred among thoee generally resorted to. 

As regards dietetic rules they are the same as in reflex 
paraplegia. 

Tbe treatment and prognosis of paraplegia due to chronic 
meningitis are nearly Ihe same as in chronic myehtis. 
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However, btisters oughi to bo the principal means in oaaes 
of meningitia, one applied eveiy fonaight. Iodide of potAS- 
Bium, gr. vj. twice a day, is to be preferred to ergot and 
belladoDDa, as it ie one of the most powerful Agents to 
determine the absorpljon of fluids efliised in the craaio-ver- 
t«bral oavity, either out or in tie Bubstance of the nervous 
centres. It is the only known remedy tbat mar be 
employed without danger in the Tarious forma of parslysiB. 
It has, more than mercury, the power of producing the 
absorption of effused fluids in the vertebral canal, and 
decidedly it ia less depreseiog than mercury. It is eapecially 
useful, too, in white sodening due to fatty degeueratioa of 
the blood-vessels iu the spinal cord. If the efl\ision attend- 
ing meningitis be considerable, diuretics should be used in 
conjunction with iodide of potaa?iiini. The prognoeia of 
paraplegia from congestion of the spinal cord is not so 
unfavorable as that of myelitis or meniugjtis. The same 
directions as in these latter are to be observed io the treat- 
ment of spina] congestion. - 

Tre^Ument of paraplegia due to while tojlening, — Iodide of 
potassium is the principal of the remedies that may be 
relied ujwn; five grains of it mixed with equal dose of ses- 
qui-carbonate of ammonia in a decoction of cinchona bark, 
or an infusion of caluniba or rhubarb. The mixture ought 
to be taken on hour before meals to avoid the decompoei- 
IJon of the iodide by the gastric juice, and the setting free of 
the iodine, which causes a gastric disturbance, erroneously 
attributed to the iodide itself. Jointly with iodide tonics 
may be employed. Strychnia should be of service in cases 
of ^ight pu«lysis, though it may prove unfavorable if the 
paralysis be complete, on account of tbe congestion easily 
determining a' rupture of the altered blood-vesseb with 
hiEmorrhage in the spinal cord, Tbe cold shower bath 
applied to the spine is an excellent means of improving 
nutrition of the cord; besides, the patient should Ue fiat on 
his back at night, and live upon most nutritious food, drink 
wine or beer in a moderate quantity, and take ss much 
esercise in the open air as possible, without^ however, 
exhausting his diminished power of motion. Shampooing 
and galvanism may be appUed with profit to the paralysed 

No difference is to be made m the treatment of paraple- 

?ia due to hremorrhage in the spinal cord, unless that:-^ 
St, Three doses of iodide of potassium, instead of two (of 
gr. V, each), ought to bo given every day ; 2dj Strychnine 
ought not to be employed; 3d, Constipation, lying down on 
the back, and all other causes of congestion of the spinal 
cord, should be carefully avoided. 

As regards the treatment of htemorrh^e in the vertebral 
canal : — Ist, All the most active means usually employed 
in the various cases of visceral hfemorrhage should be at 
once made use of; 2d, The patient should be placed in bed 
on one side, and not on his back ; 3d, Pounded ice should 
be applied, in bladders, all along the spine; 4lh, If the 
patient survives several days, the same treatment as is 
above prescribed for cases of heemorrhage in the grey mat- 
ter should be employed. 

We cannot finish our quotations without calling the 
reader's attention to tbe diagnosis and treatment of para- 
plegia due to a tumor of the spinal cord. According to the 
seat of the tumor there are symptoms of disease of the 
heart, the lungs, the walls of the lAest, of the abdomen, 
lumbago, neuralgia, etc., depending upon the irritation of 
the roots of the nerves supplying these different organs. 
In the beginning there is focal pain at the place of the 
tumor; the disease progressing there is frequently myelitis, 
.:ad sonctimes menmgitis, with all their attendmg symp- 
toms. When no infiammation is produced by the tumor 
the symptoms ore very much ahke to those of white soUen- 
ing, except that there is a local pain in Ihe spine, and the 
effects of irritation of the nervea originating in the place 
where the tumor hes. The phenomena change acoording 
to the part injured by the tumor, being altogether the same 
ascribed to alterations upon the different columns or the 
grey matter of the spinal cord. But a vec; interesting 
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symptom is tbe loss of the power of guiding the movements 
in the limba, observed when tbe tumor preaees upon the 
lower extremity of the spinal cord on its posterior sur- 
surface. In this casej to long as the patient con lee ttem, the 
movements of the hmbs are possible; but as soon as he 
does not look at them, or in tbe dark, he cannot move them, 
and if standing is at once in danger of falling down. Such 
condition depends upon the alteration of some of the poste- 
rior roots of nerves, and of the posterior white ana grey 
parts of the spinal cord, producing partial anieathef'ia of tbe 
skin and muscles of the feet and legs. Epileptiform con- 
vulsion and even real epileptic fits have been observed with 
a tumor in the spinal cord. The cacbectjc condition of the 
patient may serve to distinguish whether (J)e tnmor is of 
cancerous, tubercular, syphilitic, or any other nature. 

Local myelitis and meningitis io uie cervical or in the 
upper part of the dorsal regions give rise to pretty much 
the some symptoms as a tumor in Uie spinal cord; but in 
menin^tis so localised, it will be, however, a loss of reflex 
power in the lower limbs, the contrary being observed in 
case of a tumor. The diagnosis remains quite difficult 
between a tumor in the lumbar region and meningitis in 
this same part However, there are more spasms in the 
muscles of the litabs in case of a tumor, and more in mus- 
cles of the back in case of meningitis, otherwise presenting 
an acute beginning and inducing a paralysis that would 
soon extend upwards. 

Tbe treatment of paraplegia from a tumor in Ihe spinal 
cord consists : — 1st, In avoiding the (^ingestion end ten- 
dency to inflammation by the means employed with mye- 
litis : 2d, If tbe tumor be syphilitic large doses of iodide of 
potassium shall be the principal remedy; gr. v. taken thrice 
a day, for at least six months. In such cases, af^ainst the 
pain aconite should be employed externally and internally 
(from V. to X. TT], of the tincture a day) rather Uian bell^ 
donna. Ergot should be likely used as in other cases of 
tumor. In tubercular- cachexia cod-liver oil will be resorted 
to. The diet must be nourishing, the patient ought to lake 
exercise in tbe open air, and lie down in bed on one side of 
the body, and not on the back. His appetit« and digestion 
ought to be carefully watched, and kept right by tonic^ 
aperients, eto. 

Although sufficient to show the value of the work, yet 
the cardinal points brou^t before Ihe r^er are for from 
being dl those treated in the two volumes recently pub- 
lished by Dr. Brown-S&quard. Indeed, facts, insteau of 
theory, shall finish with doubt in Medicine, and the illuslra- 
tion of this great truth strikes us on perusbg the interest- 
ing lectures of the eminent physiologist; pregnant with the 
most positive researches, they throw an entirely new light 
on tbe obscure pathology of the nervous system. But, 
besides so manifold questions already investigated in such 
an immense and rugged field, many others equally import- 
ant remun yet unsolved. Undoubtedly, new observera 
may enter the path now opened, achieving ere long more 

B ■ogress; wlulat the untiring love for science and vigor of 
r. Brown-Sdouard, and tbe exceptional opportunities to 
Erosecule bis inquiries, afforded by the appointment he 
olds at the head of a special hospital for nervous diseases 
in the largest metropolis of the world, give us also the hope 
of having bis further observations and clinical results on a 
subject with which hia name goes so intimately connected. 
M.G.E. 
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Da JEREMIAH BCRRITT PIERCE. 

Died, April 10th, Dr. Jeremiah Fierce, aged 72 years. Duty 
to the honored dead, justice to the profession, and the com- 
mon sentiments of humanity, demand that the termination 
of the earthly career of this usefvl citieen, this ornament to 
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society, tbie able physician, and this " noblest work of God, 
an honest man," should not be without ft becoming record. 
Dr. Jeremiah Burtitt Pierce was bom in the city of Troy, 
of this State, about tbe year 1790. Like ihe great majority 
of bojB of that day, hig advanUges for education were 
limited to Gnglieh and lower malhematica. At about the 
age of eighteen lie entered the office of the late Dr. Burritt 
of his native city, as apprentice and student in medicine. 
Bis Dfttural ability, and industrious habita of study, booq 
made him the fiiTorite student. After spending about ' 



mtrjr', often at the ^reat risk of life and limb, he 
oune to this city and matnculat«d at the College of Phy- 
Biciane and Surgeons, New Tork. With his charaoteristic 
avidity for knowledge lie could not but add much to his 
stock, from tbe teeming' brain of Samuel L. Mitchel, from 
the practical lessons of Edward Miller, and from the varied 
and learned teachings of Dis. Homayne, Hacneven, and 
John Augustine SmiUi. Afler spending about a year under 
the teaohingB of these distinguished men he returned (o 
Troy, and aoon passed the required examination before the 
censors of the district, receiving a diploma from the &tat« 
Sodety. He soon after located in the then western village 
of Skaneateles, Onondaga co., of Ihia State. There he 
remained in the active and arduous practice of his profes- 
don, Bucb as none but countij physicians can appreciate, 
till about the year 1619, when, at tbe ui^nt request of 
friends, and at the prospect of growing up with a city, 
which it then promised to become, he was induced to 
remove to Lyons, Wayne co., of this Stale, where he has 
just Bnished his earthly labors. His life, though one of 
great usefulness, is thus seen to have been spent in an 
unknown village, in an unpretending, retired manner, away 
from the bustle of the world. Arduoua and continual duty 

Kve him no time to write, hence bis ioteitiKence was 
own only to those who came in contact with him. But 
hia fund of practical knowledge was ample, and always 
ready. He was a true lover of medical science, fond of its 
reading, add spent every possible moment with the new 
and old books, and tbe periodicals ; and thus kept himself 
fiilly up with the medical literature of the day. Nolhing 
aflb.ded him more pleasure than a well-written description 
of a disease be was treating or had ever seen. He used to 
say^ " I am glad some people have time to write." 

Dr. Pierce was a ihoroughly practical and more than 
usually skilful physician. He consequently enjoyed the 
highest respect of all who knew him aa a m^iical man, 
and his counsel was much sought for at home, as well as at 
great distances. He was an active member of his county 
society, was sent as delegate from it to tlie State Society 
on several occasiana, and twice to the National Uedical 
Convsntion. The honesty which characleriicd every act 
of his life was contjonally maniieel«d in his intercourse 
with bis patients, and with his professional associalcSL He 
never practised deception upon the one, nor did be ever 
intentionally do aught to injure the other. 

Of few can it be Mid, aa all who knew Dr. Pierce can 
say of him, even those whom he may have displeased, 
admowledgie tbe kindness of hia intentions, and that he 
was a good man. To young men in the profession he wa« 
always especially friendly, never without an encouraging 
word for them, constandy ready with his influence to up- 
hold them when worthy of it, and not unfrequently with 
his money to aid them, as the writer has occasion to know. 
Uany a young practitioner has been thankful to Dr. Pierce 
for his influence in generously and honestly shielding bim 
against malicious and unfounded charges of mal-practice or 
neglect. With his combined qualities of industry, intelli- 
gence, natural kindcesG of heart, faithfulness, and honesty, 
and with his great experience, we could not look for less 
than a humane and reliable phvsician. Such in truth woe 
Dr. Pierce. Many have made more noise in the world, 
but few have done so much good, aa all who knew him 
will attest. He was an ezam|Je that both old and young 



physicians would do well to follow. He was a model citi- 
ten, a true Christian, and a f^ysician whose Ices will be 
widely felt. S. E. 

Nlir TotM, April II; lUJ. 
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Id, Port Eoj«l. 8. C'..' April tT im"' f 

1. The Major General commanding desires to call iha 
attention of the officers and men in this dqjarlment to the 
paramount necessity of observing rules for tbe preserva- 
tion of health during the warm months upon which we 
have now entered. There is less to he apprehended from 
battle than from disease, the records of aQ campaigns in 
climates such as this showing many more victims to the 
neglect of sanitary precautions than to the skill, endurancCL 
or coura^ of the enemy. With proper care exercised, ana 
certain simple rules of hygeine observed, the hardy soldiers 
of the Union, inured to toil and fortified by habita of in- 
dustry, temperance, and cleanliness, have nothing to fear 
from the climate of the department in which it is their pri- 
vilege to serve. During our war with Mexico the soldiers 
of New England, the Northwestern and Middle Slates, 
and the adopted citizens serving in our army, suffered &r 
less from the diseases incident to a semi-tropical chmale 
than the soldiers from tbe States embraced in this depart- 
ment Though not so well accustomed to excesuve beat, 
their physicalenergiea had been more fiilly developed by 
habits of steady industry, and their constitutions presented 
greater natural obstacles to the inroads of malaria. Anxi- 
ous that the men of his command may be preserved in tbe 
full enjoyment of health to the service of the Union, and 
that only those who can leave behind them the proud epi- 
taph of having fallen on the battle-field in defence of their 
country shall fall to return to their homes and avocations 
on the termination of this unholy rebellion, the Major- 
General commanding, in conformity with tJie excellent 
advice of Surgeon George E. Cooper, United States Army, 
Medical Director of the Department, hereby establishes 
tlie following rules for the sanitary government of all the 
troops at present serving, or hereafter to serve, in Qeoi^a, 
South Carolina, and Florida, and will hold tH officers hav- 
ing the charge of camps or posts to a strict responsibility 
for their enforcement 

n. Care will be taken in the selection of camping 
grounds to avoid as much as possible the vicinity of mala- 
rious morasses or swamps : and tlie tents, in so far as prac- 
ticable, are to be faced to the south. £acli camp will be 
thoroughly policed twice each day, morning and evening, 
and ^I garbage or refuse matter will he collected and 
buried in tbe sinks. 

III. Each tent will be screened or covered at the top and 
half-way down the sides with an arbor of brushwood or 
palm leaves, and shall be 6oored, whenever lumber can bo 
procured, at en elevation of about three inches from the 
ground. When this cannot be done, each soldier will have 
a hunk raised eighl«en inche? from tbe ground on side 
poles, supported by forked sticks. All Quartermasters, to 
the extent of their ability, will furnish barrel staves to he 

[ilaced across these side poles, and will issue the necessarj 
umber on receipt of proper requisitions. 

IT. Tents will be struck at least three times each week. 
and every article of bedding and clothing tiken out ana 
aired, the flooring and hunks to be thorou^ly cleansed 
before the tents are re-erected. On the days on which the 
tenis are not struck the sides will be r^sed and kept raised 
fur the purpose of ventilation ; and during the nighta free 
ventilation will be secured by having the c ' 
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rear of the tent opened for the space of two feet, and kept 
open by the insertion of a forked stick. An officer of each 
company will inspect Uie tenia of his men nightly, except 
during sU>nny weather, to see that this important [owision 
is carried ouL 

V. Sinks of the proper size, screened with brushwood 
or palmetto branches, snail be sunk at suitable distances on 
different sides of each camp, and the bottoms of these 
will be covered each morning with a layer of sand or clay 
about a foot thick. It will be the duty of the camp pobce 
to see that only the dnks on the lee ^de of the camp are 

TI. Fresh meat is to be issued as oflen as practicable, 
and commanding officer?, while near the aeacoast or any 
pieces of water m which fish exist, should encourage such 
of their men as are off duty or not otherwise employed, 
to fish during the cool hours of the morning and evening, 
not later than nine a.h. in the morning, and not earlier 
than six p.m. in the evening. In a scarcity of fresh meat 
those troops in the most exposed and unhealthy situations 
are to be first served — the troops stationed in Uie batteries 
on the Savannah river, for instance ; and to all troops so 
placed a lai^ share o( vegetables, in addition to the ordi- 
nary rations, should be sent. 

VII. Vegetables, fresh or prepared, roust be issued fire- 
quently to all tlie troops, and an extra issue of coffee fur- 
□ished to the men on guard during the night, just previous 
to their being marched to their respective stations. The 
Chief Commissary of Department will see that the esti- 
mates and requisitions necessary to fulfil these requirements 
are forwarded to the Commissary General without delay, 
and will report to these head-quarters any failure of brigade 
or regimental commissaries to make due requisition for the 
supplies of the troops under tlieir charge, in confonnity 
witn the terms of this order. 

VIII. Breakfast will be ready for the men as soon as they 
leave their tents, which must not be until aAer sunrise. Ex- 
cept when immediately in face of the enemy, or when es- 
pecially ordered by the commanding officer, reveille will 
not be sounded until half an hour af\er sunrise, by which 
time the sun's heat will have absorbed the miasma of the 
sight dews. All the men will be furnished with straw hats, 
and will be required to bathe or wash themselves thorough- 
ly at least twice each week, and change their underclothmg 
once a week, or oftener if practicable. The hair and beard 
will be kept closely trimmed ; and sentry boxes of lumber 
or small shade arbors of brushwood will be erected at all 
points where sentries are permanently stationed. All sol- 
diers OD night picket or sentry duty will be provided with 
india rubber ponchos. 

IX. The proper cooking ofprovisionsisamatter of great 
importance, more especially in this climate", but has not yet 
received from a mnjority of the officers in our volunteer 
service tliat attention which is paid to it in the regular 
army of the United States, and by the armies of Europe. 
Hereafter, an officer of each company will be detailed to 
superintend the cooking of provi~iuns, taking care that all 
food prepared for the soldiers is sufficient^ cooked, and 
that the meats are boiled or roasted, not med. With a 
Uttle care on this point, and the advantages both to health 
and comfort of good cooking explained to the men, much 
good mav be eficcted. 

X. All soldiers on duly in di:tricta especially maJarious, 
or on unavoidable futigue duty during the hot hours of the 
day, should be given quinine in prophylactic doses, each 
dose combined with hall' a fjill of whiskey, every night and 
morning. The certificates of regimental sui^eons will be 
reiiuisite to cover such icsue?. 

Officers of the medical staff will see that the provisions of 
this order are complied with, and will promptly report any 
fulure or neglect to the senior officers of the coraraantu 
they are serving with, and to the medical director of this 
department. By command of 

Major-O.neral D. HUNTER. 

Coia Q. Balpihe, As^stant Ai^utant Oeneral. 
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Fbvkr AMOHa THi Rich. — Fever, fighting for each foot 
of ground against tJie preventive physicians who seek to 
aasEul its stron^olds, \Ua retreated from the haunts of the 
poor to the houses of the rich. An eSdent body of health 
officers have occupied themselves in this metropolis with 
driving fever from the filthy purlieus of the poor j they have 
swept away the abominationa which invited it to thoee 
favorite camping-grounds. In the city alone five thousand 
cesspools have been removed, and wiui them the cohort of 
zymotic fevers which dwelt in the brooding miasms of their 
surrounding atmosphere. The poorest neighborhoods are 
,now well drained, and kept free from sewer gas and the 
like sources of diseasa During the last few years the mor- 
tality from fever was so much lowered a " ' ' 

the manifest s " 

fought the good fighL But fever has found a new retiiM^ 
and again deals widely its fatal strokes. The houses ofUie 
rich have not the intelligent care and supervision which by 
law are given to the dwellings of the poor. This defect bu 
been much debated by the health officers, and recently at 
their meeting it was resolved, in discussing a paper by Mr. 
Lyall, pointing to tiiis want, toobtEun'powerstor the health 
officer in respect to the construction of new dwellings, in 
some measure correlative with those given to the district 
surveyor. The wealthy have led open in their houses loop* 
holes through which fever can enter by gullies, untrqtped 
drfuns, and similar defects of sewerage. The enemy baa 
entered, and the middle and upper classes of the metropolis 
are now suffering from typhoid fever — the fever of filth, of 
sewage gas, and of tainted water. The returns of deaths 
from this cause, which hadfallen, arenowrisingagaiiL The 
increased mortality is not amongst the poor, for they are 
still in their former favorable condition in thia re^ct^ In 
the autumns of 1859 and 1860, when the morUlity from 
the disease was not nearly so high as it is now, the number 
of fever cases attended amongst the poor by the medical 
officers of the dty unions was from 3(J1 to 313 in the quar- 
ter — making an aggregate of 10 per cent of the sickness 
returns ; but during the quarter which has just expired the 
number of fever cases amongst the city poor has been only 
76, which is barely 3 per cent, of all the sickness. No fact 
can indicate more strongly the migration of fever to the 
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They too must call in the sys- 



tematic supervision of the health officer. — Lancet. 

A NovxL Marruoi Licence. — U. Giordano, professor of 
midwifery at the University of Turin, gave this year the 
lecture introductory to the business of the session, and 
alluded principally to deformities of the pelvis in relation to 
marriaga So impressed is the professor with the impor- 
tance of a capacious pelvis in a marriedwoman that he pro- 
poses the following regulation; "Every woman shall be 
required, before signing the marriage register, to produce a 
certificate respecting the proper conformation of her pelvis." 
Another summa^ measure touching pelvic organs has been 
proposed by M. Larghi,ofTercelli: asapreventiveof puer- 
peral fever, the hning membrane of the uterus should be 
well brushed with a solution of nitrate of silver. — L' Union 
Mmcaii. 

About 100,000 dnchona trees, which produce the Peru- 
vian or Jesuit bark from which quinine is distilled, are now 
flourishing in the I>ut<:h settlements in Java. A few years 
ago there were only a small number of these trees uiere, 
and which were reared from seeds obtained from Peru. 
The cinchona has also been planted in the Neilgherry hills 
in India wiUi n-eat success. Measures are about to be 
taken to plant the tree in Ceylon. — Dublin Med. Pitt*. 

Dbs. S. H. TEWKflBiniT of Portland, and Wm. Warren 
Greene, of Gray, have been selected by Gov. Washburne, 
of Maine, as surgeons for special service among the sick 
and wounded at lie scat of war, and have been ordered to 
Portress Monroe, to enter upon tiieir duties. \ 
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LECTURES ON 

NEW REMEDIES AND THEIR THERAPEU- 

TICAL APPLICATIONS. 






BKW TOKK UEOIOAL OOLLEGB AND CHAEITT HOSPITAL. 

Bt SAMUEL E. PERCY, M.D., 

m>nMo> er matiiu himca amp vattnana. 

LECTURE Tl— PAKT II 

Phi/tiohgieal Efftdt. — I am not aware that anj phjeiolo- 

g'cftl e«perimenta that have been pubhshed hare been per- 
nned on animals, either with the podophyllum root or 
with the reein. I have perlbnned some few experiments 
on animals, but mostly to ascertain the pur^abve effects 
of the TeRn. With the fresh root I have tned no expe- 
riments either on man or animals, but Trom the descrip- 
tions found in tbe books, and Irom the relation of some 
few cases to me, it seems to produce great irritation of the 
intesUnal canal, gripings, prostrating emesis, and cathar- 
sis, an irritable and frequent pulse, and profuse salivation. 
These irritant efiecla are produced bj a volatile principle 
existing in the green plant and root, which is mostly dis- 
upaCed on drying. The effect of the green root or plant, 
or the fresh decoction of them, upon the moutii and saUvair 
riands, resembles in a mild degree that of ihe Arum triphyl- 
him, and the profuse salivation produced is principally the 
effect of tbe local stimulation, For salivation is but veir 
slig^lly induced by the dried root or resin, nnleas it is 
given to its emetic effect; then it acts as emetics in general, 
and freely increases (he secretion of saliva. It has been so 
frequently asserted that podophyllin produces salivation 
that I have taken much pains to ascert^n Ita action in this 
respect, and I found when given iu pills or capsules in small 
and frequently repeated doses, or in one large dose, thst it 
has no persistent sialagogue action, and no effect like mer- 

7, producing soreness of the gums, fcetor of the breath, 
profuse and continued secretion of saliva. As I before 
stated, when given to its nauseant or emetic effect, it 
always induces a free secretion of saliva, but as its emetic 
action passes off so does its sialagogue action also. But if 
the resm is given in powder, so that it produces a local 
stimulation upon the glands, I have seen abundant secre- 
tion of saliva for one or two hours. In t^ way it is 
merely a topical irritant, not a true sialagogue. There are 
no means of ascertaining whether the reran when passed 
into the stomach in capsules can be detected in the saliva, 
but that it exists in the saliva, when administered by the 
mouth in powder, there can be little doubt, for the resin is 
soluble in the saliva. 

Of the commercial podophyllin (of Uessis. Eeith's 
manufacture) I have given two grains to a do^; in eight 
hours it had produced three free alvine evacuations. The 
same dose w«s repeated the next day, and it acted on the 



by hypodermic injection, under the skin of the leg, one 
grain of podophyllin dissolved in Uquor potassfe. It pro- 
duced great local irritation, free puT^ng m two hours and 
twenty minutesi evident colicky pains, mA much tenesmus, 
with retching, but no vomiting. 

To a man suffering with constipation of the bowels I 
have sprinkled two grains of the rewn in fine powder over 
a large indolent ulcer. It caused a great pain in the ulcer, 
free catharsis in six hours, with nausea and severe griping 
pain. Within twenty-four hours it acted on the bowels 
seven times. Tbe appearance of the ulcer was improved 
by the application.. 

Podomiyllin, when administered to a penon in health, 
is an efficient and aertun cathartic ; slow in its operation 

Ail. Ked. Tmu, ToL. 17., No. 16. 



if administered in proj^r medicinal doses, but if adminis- 
tered in large doses quick and violent in its action, 
causing nausea, vomiting, and repeated and punfiil pui^ 
ing or mucous and bflious matterB. When taken m 
powder in moderate doses it is not very disagreeable 
when 6TEt put into the month, but as soon as t^e saliva 
dissolves a portion of it it becomes disagreeably bitt«r and 
nauseous, and the sensation it leaves in the mouth and 
fauces is quite unpleasant: when taken in this way there 
is a free secretion of saliva for some time. When I have 
taken the powder finely rubbed up with sugar in this way 
there is no sensation experience in the stomach for an 
hour or more, excepting the first sensation of nausea from 
the disagreeable taste. In about an boar, if it has been 
taken fasting, there is an uneasy feeling in the etomach, 
accompanied with nausea and free salivation. This lasta 
for about an hour, and it feels as though a large secretion 
of gastric fluid was being poured out, and the stomach 
feels as if in a state of commotion. Soon the influence is 
felt in the small intestines, and unmistakable sensations 
of the secretion of bile are experienced. In this stage of 
operation it produces on me exactly tbe same sensations 
as I experience from a full dose of calomel The influence 
continues to be felt through the whole length of the intes- 
tines, producing active peristaltic motions, and the sensa- 
tion as (hough acrid bile was freely passing. In about five 
hours one grain will pui^ me quite freely, and this is 
fdlowed within two hours by two or three free bilious 
evacuation^ producing upon me the same sensations and 
the same bilious-appearing alvine evacuations that I expe- 
rience from the same proporttonale dose of calomel In 
this dose it does not gripe nor produce much tenesmus, but 
during the whole time of its passage through the intestines 
there is an unmistakable sensation of a dose of medicine 
producing a cholagogue effect within. If the same dose 
(one grain) is taken immediately after eating, and pro- 
tected in any way so that it does not touch the mouth, 
no effects whatever are felt from it for two or three hours; 
then the effects In the imj^stines above described are 
experienced in a very modified deforce, and the resnlt will 
be one copious puitaceous evacuation. The after effects in 
both instances are an increase in appetite, and a feeling of 
better health. Most persons will require a rather larger 
dose of the commercial article than this, and many can 
take three grains. 

TherapeuHcai Effects. — Podophyllin was first and most 
largely used by the "Eclectics," and many of them have 
written intelligently upon its therapeutic applications. By 
the Eclectics it has been called Vegetable Mercury^ and its 
use has been recommended in all diseases in which mer- 
cuiT has been found to be of service. To a certain extent, 
and in some of its effects, it certainly does much resemble 
that drug. 

Its greatest use is in that class of diseases usually called 
bilious disorders; that is, in those disorders where the 
whole digestive organs are deranged. In these disorders a 
dose of one, two, or three grains of the oommerciaJ podo- 
phyllin will be found to excite the secretion of all the 
abdominal organs, acting as an effldent fiurgative by this 
increased eecretion. Tbe largest number of patients whom 
we are Called upon to treat are suffering more or less 
from tliese disorders, and it has \indoubtedly been too 
much the case to give nome men^rial for their relief. In 
these disorders podophyllin, combined in the manner we 
shall hereafter describe, is iiilly as efficient lo cause a free' 
secretion from the intestinal mucous membrane, and from 
tbe liver and pancreas, as any of tJie preparations of mei^ 
cury, and it is infinitely safer. There is a very grave 
accusation made against our Miliiia Army Surgeons for 
udng too much blue pill and calomel in these disorder^ 
and although the accusation is an uiyust one against the 
majority of the surgeons there are undoubtedly some 
against whom it is too true. Our soldiers, who are so 
much exposed, should not use mercurials if it can be pos- 
mbly avoided, and this article wiU, if properly pven iir 
in izecoyLiOOt^le 
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tlieae disorders, have a more bene&ciol effect, and will 
prodace none of the evil conseqaences of mercurj. There 
IS but ooe drawback to its use, that is the inability of 
the patient being upon duty for ten to twenty hours 
sAer taking it owing to the nausea and tormina it pro- 
duces if given in a full dose. In some of the forms of 
hepatitis it is of great value, and causes a full secretion 
of bile, but aa t&s is not the only indication in the 
acute fonn of the disease it cannot be relied upon to 
check the inflammation. In chronic hepatitis I have 
found it of very great service, acting better than any 
other remedy I am acquaioted with^ as it relieves the 
portal circulation by its action on tne secements. In 
this disorder it is not necessary, in fact it is frequenU^ 
injurious, to give it in large and powerfully Sathartio 
doses; I have found it better to give it in small and 
frequently repeated doees upon an empty stomach, some- 
times combined with veratrum or hydrocyanic acid, at 
other times with strychnia or capsicum. The amount of 
bile and intestinal mucous secretion carried off by treat- 
ment of this description is sometimes enormous. 

There are few diseases in which it is of more service 
than habitual constipation. In this disease small doses 
token with the meals (frequenUy in combination with 
Btr^chnia and capsicum^ will in the majority of instances 
relieve the disorder within two weeks. It needs but pro- 
per graduation to give it in just the proper proportion. 

From its thorough action upon the whole intestiosl 
mucous surface, and upon the large glands, it is one of the 
best eUminants in infantile convulsions. For the same 
reason it advantageously foEows the use of anthelmintics. 

But as &om the experiments I have made with it I will 
endeavor to give its mode of action, I would rather leave 
its application in diseases to your own judgment If you 
know its physiological and therapeutic action, you can 
Apply it intelhgentiy in the treatment of diseases. 
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Wb had occasion in a former number of the Medical 
Times to offer some thoughts on the phenomena and 
treatment of Diphtheria, illustrated by a short tabular his- 
tory of a few prominent cases. It has been our lot still 
fiirther to meet, and therefore our duty still more carefully 
to investigate, the character of the disease ; and I propose, 
therefore, to add soother brief article to what has already 
been said and written upon the subject. 

The ardor generally manifested in the study and ob- 
servation of tSia disease is a compliment to the energy 
and fidehty of the medical profession. The old Aristote- 
lian philosophy formed theories, and then endeavored to 
moke facts correspond thereto, and with a great deal of 
tenacity some memcal authors have clung lo 3ie old orga- 
num. But the "Novum Organum" of Bacon, as applied 
to medicine, is inductive, in the sense that it forma theories 
only from facts submitted to the test of actual observation, 
and confirmed by treatment. Tliis is just what we need,' 
in order to advance medical science and to insure correct 

Sractice, and just what seems to be now the better ten- 
ency of medical pursuits. It is the method of investiga- 
tion which seems to have prevailed in the study of Uiia 
eitraordinary affection. Coming to our country, so far aa 
idiopathic tjme is concerned, as an entirely new disease, 
there was little time for vague theorizing, and medical men 
have been thoroughly intent upon its accurate examination, 
in its clinical aspect. Considering the difficulties which 
always must surround a rapid mahgn disorder, depending 
QB Bome prevaleol yet anknown caus^ the results have 



been to a high degree satisfactory. Statistics show that 
even where it still prevails the average 'mortality has 
much diminished, and we are able to approximate to as 
definite views of treatment as lighl«n our pathway in deal- 
ing with most epidemic diseases. Although we possess 
few elaborate treatises, yet in medical societies, lectures, 
and monographs, the facts of the ailment have been fuUj 
discussed, and there has been with fuller experience a ten- 
dency to coincidence and correspondence of^view as to its 
management, and a growing confidence in our ability to 
groppTo successfully with it, where time is allowed for 
treatmeut. Without desiring permanentiy to multiply new 
nosological distinctions, for the sake of precision, we will 
speak of diphtherio as of three degrees ix severity; and to 
avoid the mingling of Greek and Latin terms, in good 
plain English let us name them — mild, grave, and tnalig- 

The disease in the mild form baa prevuted very exten- 
sively, if we may rely upon the evidence of a large and 
respectable number of the profession. An unusually 
large number of cases of throat affection have occurred 
in which, although there was no dedded diphtheritic 
deposit about the fauces, there was still a general diffused 
redness spreading over the whole region, sEowio^ on epi- 
demic character, accompanied with unusual debiUty, and 
requiring a tonic course. It certainly has seemed different 
from tonsillitis, from scarlatina simplex, &om common sore 
throat arising from disordered stomach — or from bronchial 
affection — in fact, different from any usua] anginose diffi- 
culty, as distinct as is mild influenza fi^m common catarrh, 
and as are many otiier diseases from those with which they 
have points of resemblance. We have been carefiil not to 
call these diphtheria, and were at first disposed to regard 
them as merely incidental, and in some cases imsgioarT 
ailments; but so decided is tbe testimony of many excel- 
lent practitioners, as well as our own smaller experience, 
that we are constrained to regard this as a diphtheritic sore 
throat, or mild diphtheria. The view whidi classifies these 
cases as dependent upon a dilute and partial influence of 
the diphtheritic poison, is, of course, open to critidsm, aa it 
is always difficult to substantiate the character of a disease 
from its most attenuated forms. Mild cases of measles and 
scarlatina, miid variola and severe varicella, are sometimes 
difficult to diagnose ; and it is tree of the mild forms of 
many affections that we establish their identity with their 
more self-declarative species, by concomitant circumstances 
rather than by the accided symptoms of the particular 

Sometimes even disease is so malignant as to be obscure 
in diagnosis. We rejnerober seeing with another practi- 
tioner cases of scarlet fever, where five in one family died 
in succession, in but one of whom was there any eruption 
or decided throat trouble ■ yet othere eijjosed by attend- 
ance upon them had plainly developed scarlet fever. 

With such, or such like analogies, and with the facts be- 
fore us as to the peculiar character and synchronous preva- 
lence of this affection with decided diphUieria, its epidemic 
character, its occurrence in the same famihes, and at the 
same time with the full-fledged disease in other members, 
and the success of the same general hne of treatment, we 
seem justified in the view of it until some other is ren- 
dered more, probable. Under the u.se of chlorate of potash, 
a free diet, a daily dose of quinine, and perhaps chalybeates, 
the symptoms are not difficult to overcome. 

The next division of diphtheria noticed ip the " grave ; " 
that which is typified in the usual decided forms of the dis- 
ease. In its onset it is generally marked by some febrile 
excitement not unfi^quentiv accompanied with nausea or 
a chill, or alternations of chilly and over-heated sensations, 
and an uneasy feeling or soreness is complained of about 
the region of the throat. Examination within twenty-four 
or thirty-six hours after tie first symptom of feeling unwell, 
shows the membrane deposited generally on one or botii 
tonsils. This ol^n spreads from various points, and uniting 
together they form a skin or covering, more or less ezten- 
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sire. Tbe exudation itself is almost pathognomonic of the 
disease, while the quick spiteful thrill of the pulse, as welt 
aa its frequency, points to a serious constitutional malady. 
Ab our design is not a full description of the disease, but 
onlj its outlines, it is not necessary now to trace all the 
frequent or occasional attendant drcumstancea. Of these, 
awelline of the maxillary, parotid, and cervical glands 
generally are among the most common local complications. 
The severity of the aflectton is someUmes out of all pro- 
portion to tbe tunouDt of exudation, and day after day, in 
Borne cases, we see the patient succumbing to some secret 
morbid agency, even where the local trouble is not in its 
extent or mechanical embarrassraent serious. 

This second variety of diphtheria is the one in which 
treatment is most fairly to be tested. We have opportunity 
to contend with a disease sufficiently formidable, yet not 
iDTulcerable, and our general view of successful remedies 
must turn upon such cases. Some of them, even when 
severe, delightfuUy yield to lie steady artillery of decided 
tonic treatment, while in othere, the nervous system, and 
tbe stomach and digestive organs especitUJy, seem so 
weakened, both in powers of digestion and assimilation, as 
to embarrass our communication with the system in our 
attempt to afford it tone and strength to oulbattle the 

Let us illustrate what seems to us the genera] indication 
of treatment in a decided and severe case of diphtheria, 
where the stomach and digestive organs are in fair working 
order. 

The patient is a mother who had watched at the death- 
bed of a child, who had just died of the disease in a malig- 
nant form. Forty-eight hours afler, during the night, she 
awoke with an unpleasant sensation about the throat, and 
some fever. la the morning when the physician was called 
decided exudation was found npon one tonsil, which for 
two or three days continued spreading. The pulse was 
110, nervous, and slightly feeble; bowels regular; stomach 
not much disturbed, save appetite impaired. The following 
is the general lino of treatment : — Chlorate of potash 3 j. ; 
aquffi pura} J iij. Let the water be boiled, if hard, so as to 
secure the entire solubility of the chlorate. Dose, a tea- 
n>oonful every two houre, and to evecr other dose add 
fifteen drops of murias tinctura ferri. The same medicine 
continued for several'days at intervals of two, three, or four 
hours according to symptoms. 

Sulphas quinie from three to four grains morning and 
night, varied in quantity or frequency according to signs of 
debility. In the case before na there was litUe variation, 
except occaMonally a dose at midnight. Qood digestible 
food three times per day — such as in hospital practice is 
called extra. Wine or brandy in tablespoonful doses once 
between meals, or at midnight or towards morning if much 
debility. A drink of pure milk if preferred. At night, if 
restless, or especially if^the night before was a sleepless one, 
twenty drops of laudanum. The pulse for several days 
varied from SO to 110, reaching at times 120, but under this 
treatment subsided to its nsnal freqoeacy in about tea 
days. 

(nfr 
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REPORTS ON 

SOME RECENT IMPROVEMENTS IN MATERIA 

MEDICA AND THERAPEUTICS. 

By EDWARD H. JANES, M.D., 

(« mw Toas. 

HI 

ANTAPHSOntStACS. 

A BlcRHT number of Uie Dublin Medical Prtit contains tbe 
summary of an article by Dr. LAroNi^Qouzi, published in 
the Jwtraal de Medicine et Chirurgie, giving the results of 
a careful clinical inquiry into the effects of some medicinal 
agents, represented as special sedatives of sexual erethism. 
with a view of dlscovermg some means of aUaying genital 



excitement and consequent spermatorrhtea. He thinks 
cauterization bes been too highly extolled, though doubtless 
applicable and efficacious in rebellious cases ; but in most 
instances, the spermatorrhcea being the result of a too mor- 
bid energy of tlie organs of generation, should be treated 
by measures less capable of inflicting injury. He has found 
digitaline and lupuline abke inefficacious; but has been 
more successful witli the bromide of potassium, two-lhirds 
of his cases being either cured or greatly relieved by from 
fifieen to thirty grains being administered in two doses, 
in the afternoon, and continued for a fortnight. The par- 
ticulars of three cases are related : the first, a student of 
divinity, look fllteen grains daily for five days, when the 
sperm atorrhcea ceased, and has since returned only at dis- 
tant and natural intervals. In the second patient, tbe 
orgasm was consequent on an eczematous diathesis of long 
standing, the eruption appearing around the anus. This 
was treated with cold water lotions and astringent hip 
baths ; but the disapptearance of the eruption was followed 
by pain in passing water, and by frequent seminal emissions 
at night. After vainly resorting to belladonna, digitaline, 
and lupuline, the bromide of potassium was exhibited, and 
effected a rapid and complete cure, for the permanency of 
which, the patient submits to an abundant eczematous 
secretion in the axilUe. In the third case improvement 
only was attained, the insufficiency seeming due to the in- 
adequate maimer in which the treatment was foUowed. 
Within a few years the bromide of potassium seems to 
have been coming into favor in the profession, as a remedy 
for this painfiiUy annoying affection, and tbe paper just 
noticed not only confirms the good opinion entertained by 
many concerning the virtues of die remedy, but also dis- 
criminates in such a manner as to render the treatment 
effectual, by selecting those cases to which the treatment is 
best adapted, viz. those in which the difficulty depends on 
a morbid energy of the organs, requiring a direct sedative 
effect, both upon tbe muscular apparatus and secretory 
functions of the whole sexual economy. The bromide of 
potassium was first introduced into the London Fharmaco- 
pceia in 1836, it having been previously employed by 
Fourch€ and UoKendie in the treatment of scrofulous 
affectiona, and by Dr. Williams, who regarded it almost as 
a specific in the treatment of diseases of tbe spleen. In 
secondary and tertiary syphilis its action is saia by some 
to be sinular to that of tbe iodide, but induced more dowty, 
and often unsatisfactory and tmeuccessful. All who have 
given it a fair trial acknowledge its aotaphrodisiac effects, 
and find it highly useful In priapism, nymphomania, and 
roermatorrh^ea. Dr. Pfeiffer found it to have a happy in- 
fluence over seminal losses, abnormal erections, ana neu- 
ralgia of the neck of the bladder, and claims for it a special 
power over the muscular part of the genito-urinary appara- 
tus, and tbe secreting action of these organs. It has also 
been found to exert a local antesthetic action^roducing 
complete insenaibility of the &uces. Dr. A. B, Ghurod 
(London Pftarm. Jovr.^ Nov. 1857) has found it adultera- 
ted with iodine, and thinks it by no means an unfrequent 
occurrence. The dose of the bromide of potassium for re- 
lieving pamful erections during eonorrhcea, is from two to 
three grains every two or three hours. If pure it may be 
given m much larger doses. Dr. B. Woodard in the Chi- 
eago Medieal Examiner, and Dr. Qeo. B. Willson in the 
Boston Med. and Surg. Journal, daim for opium both diure- 
tic and antapbrodisiac properties. Dr. W. mentions the 
case of a prostitute who was obliged to use opium freely, 
so that she should be paamve duimg coition ; and also of 
men for whom he had prescribed opium to enable them to 
oven^me their lustful propepsities, and always with benefit. 
He also mentions tbe case of an estimable woman who, ten 
days afler confinement, became the victim of uncontrollable 
sexual desire, at once relieved by fiilL doses of morphine, 
and solutions of morphine to the parts. 

It should be remembered, however, that in a majority of 
patients complaining of spermatorrhow, the disease is rather 
imaginMT than real ', in most instances the result of reading 
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those pernicious books wiili which the world is flooded, 
written professedly for the ioBtruction and benefit of young 
men, but in reality bs an advertiaeioent for the author, 
whereby he expects to fill his purse, though at the expense 
of both the mental and physical anguiab of his readers. A 
healthy youog man, subject to occasional nocturnal emis- 
BJODS, is unfortunate enou(;h to meet with one of these 

Eubli cations, and through the false impressions there im- 
ibed, his mind ia completely unhinged ; the canscioustieaB 
of a bad habit praclised in his boyhood — though perhitpa 
long since discontinued — tends to deepen his convictions, 
auif the ghost of this youthful indiscretion, rendered more 
terrible by the exaggerated accounts given by the authors 
referred to, continues to haunt the poor victim with the 
mcreaaed irequency of seminal losses, followed by the usual 
train of symptoms, which invariably results from the pan- 
dering to the unhappy error of a diseased imagination. 
Judicious moral treatment properly directed, with the 
view of convincing the patient that he is not ill. will, in a 
majority of these cases, prove more beneficial tnan drugs, 
either coDBtitutionally or locally applied. 

ACTUHHAL FOBHS Or DUBRHdil AKD PTgEHTEBT. 

Dr. Patrick I. Hynes, of Nottingham, advocates in lie 
Laneet the employment of nitric acid and opium ia the 
treatment of the autumnal forms of diarrbcea and dysen- 
tery. The treatment is by no means new, yet he thinks it 
is not so generally employed as its merits seem to warrant. 
The formula he employs is as follows i — Infiis. genL co. 
Sviij. ; tincL opii 5J.-Sjsa. ; acid nit 111 xx. M. An 
ounce to be taken after every liquid stool, or painful alvino 
evacuation. Amustardplasterisapplied to theepi^trium, 
and tlie sickness and thirst are reheved by drinkmg spar- 
ingly of ice-cold mint tea. He thinks nitric acid possesses 
some disinfecting agencr. as well as astringent efficacy over 
autumnal diseases. Its fumes are believed to be capable of 
destroying the efQuvia of typhus, and diluted with water 
it forms a usefiil drink in aU low fevers. "But independent 
of its chemical action over animal effluvia, the writer claims 
for it a direct astringent effect in all diseases of the mucous 
membrane ; it^eing the chief agent in the nitrate of silver, 
80 extensively used in all mucous discharges. He employs 
a similar formula with double the amount of acid, as a topi- 
cal application in cynanche and diphtheria, with decidedly 
beneficial effects. It is also valuable in broken down con- 
stitutions impaired by mercury, syphilis, and other irregu- 
larities, and in combination with taraxacum will prove of 
service in sluggish conditions of the liver. He also em- 
ploys it with advantage in diarrhcea of infitnte, and com- 
bined with muriated tincture of iron, in tabes mesenteries. 
He has given the other acids a fair trial, singly and in com- 
bination, but finds none of them equal in therapeutic value 
to the nitric acid in combination with opium. In a more 
recent number of the Lancet Mr. Eeith Macdonald corro- 
borates, to a certain extent, Dr. Kyne's statements, his 
attention having been attracted to the subject by the peru- 
sal of that gentleman's paper. He conducted his experi- 
ments in such a manner as to test both the real and rela- 
tive value of the medicine, and found it to be more 
efficacious than any of the others, except sugar of lead and 
tannin. He considers it ausefiil adjunct to the more power- 
fill astringents, though not to be wholly relied upon to the 
exclusion of other well-established therapeutic ^nt& He 
thinks, however, it ia preferable to any other remedy in 
those cases ori^nating m noxious effluvia, or ^oific poisons 
in the atmosphere. Neither of these gentlemen mentions 
luving tried the beatment with large doses of ipecacuanha. 
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STATUS OF PSYCHOLOGICAL MEDICINE. 
By L PAKIGOT, MJ), 

Ura oomoauonB or Lmuoi a thi oounr or SMm, numn, an. 

IIL — SoouL Pbtcholoot. 
Birosi entering upon the special object of this communi- 
cation I wish to pay a tribute of respect to the memory of 
a pychopathist, who left a name in the annals of American 
science, and has gjven a great example of devotion to his 
country— I refer to the late Dr. Lather V. Bell, the former 
much esteemed Superintendent of the UacLean asylum of 
Charleston, Mass. The high reputation of Dr. Bell, here and 
in Europe, rests on important pubUcations belonging to the 
history of psychological medicme. The value of these works 
has been duly acknowled^d by giving his name to a me- 
dal form of insanity w^ch be first described. But Dr. 
Bell was not only a psychopathist but also a surgeon, and 
at the outbreak of the Bebellion sacrificed repose^ and 
afterwards life, in his self-devotion to humanity. 

In order to appreciate the actual conditions and fiitun 
prospects of the insane sufferers in this and other countries, 
we find it necessary to inquire into the popular feelings 
generally entertained respectmg insanity, and also into the 
probabiUty of relief bemg afforded in that proportion 
which is due them as compared with (he other classes 
who are dependent upon public ctiarity. This cannot 
posdbly be better done tbxa by a glance at our tOcbU 
psychology. 

The degree of dvilisation of any nation is not at all pro- 
portionate to its refinement of manners, luxuries of life, 
fine arts, or even the material development of riches. It 
con^sts only in the knowledge of Gkid, the practice of Jus- 
tice, and the full possession of Liberty. The motives, then, 
which actuate such a community are founded upon tho 
broad platform of a conscientious discharge of duty. '"' 
then, our premises are right, the condition of the insane i 
countries should be the test of the civilication. Now, 
true, much has been done for this class of unfortunates in 
the different states of the Union j great fortunes have been 
bequeathed to national institutions, and, on the part of 
governments, largo sums are annually voted to build now 
ones, or maintain the old ones. But it appears that much 
still remains to be done. We have good reasons for such 
an assertion when we refer to a leading article of this 
journal on thenecessitr of creating a Commission of Lunacy. 
On this subject I would oidy venture in paawng to call the 
attention ot the gentlemen interested in this commisioii 
to one point, viz. the fundamental advantage derived from 
the possession of the leoal power, not onlv to iD^>ect 
asylums, and report on them, hut to regulate their adminis- 
tration. What is the advantage of inspecting always the 
same defects, if it is not in the power of such inspeclore to 
remedy them? Keports are not only slow means to 
relieve sufferings, but by experience I know them to bt 

But I have another fear, and that has reference, in the 
present condition of national affairs, to the probable check 
whidi m»' be placed upon both pubhc and private bene- 
volence. Then, again, the same cause acting still more must 
sooner or later tend to the destruction of a vast amount 
of property, the ruination of many individuals, and of 
necessity must increase the number of the insane. 

Let us examine in the next place the cause of aH thew 
misfortunes. There is, no doubt, a curious sympathy 
existing in the ideal world between nations, which may be 
better understood, perhaps, by the use of the term moral 
Gonti^on. Tfae peculiar influences of this contagion are 
not confined by any mountainous districts, neither by the 
broadest seas. In fact, the poison isciqiable of propagat- 
ing itself in a most mysterious manner. History records 
curious proo& of this assertion, in the foolish (if not crimi- 
nal) enterprises of na^ons marked by all sorU of wicked- 
ness, and especially by aggresmve propenaties. FTom.th* 
I'QO Dy VjOOQ I C 
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•ocieot tiinea hi the late wars of the first Napoleon, nations 
have been periodically subjected to an influence of this sort, 
and murderous battles have been brought on in consequence. 
During those times of woe societj' ia unsettled, and political 
crises follow each otiier villiout mterruplion. 

Nations misled by political parties, have a mutual fear 
and hatred. Is that the way to rational progress 7 Amongst 
the recent delusions, one, owing to a remnant of our primi- 
tive state of savageness, is the revival of an absurd and 
brutal hatred between the An^lo-Qerman and Latin races. 
Look at the amiable dispositions of the English and the 
French 1 Now, it ia very remarkable that before 1852 
such moral perversion was ridiculed as well in England aa 
ia France, aud still they boast of their civillEatlon I In spite 
of it one bears only of I - .- ■ 
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its, fortifications, ai 



Now, on this side of the ^reat ocean, what brought on 
this war-indiTtaiion in a nation whose interest it was to 
settle reasonably internal difBculties ? Nothing else but 
that morbid contagion which in Europe has cost, the last t«n 
years, more than a million of souls, and as much money 
as would be sufficient to educate a whole generation! 
Might it not be permitted to say to a psychopathiat, with 
the Latin satirist, Shittique prop« omntt, when he sees here 
a mighty and once prosperous nation drying up all its 
sources of prosperity, and eitinguiaMng public and private 
benevolence in such a way that even the middle classes 
must be soon reduced to insanity and beggary 7 Let ua 
hope, however, that our eyes will be open' '■ ■- ■ 
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dant that peace would heal all 

soon 

Let us now glance at the influence of social psychology 
on the preservatjon of moral iaculties, and its effects on ms 
cure of mental disturbances. 

The history of the causes and development of insanity 
is about the same in all countries ; little or nothing is heard 
of it in the first period of the nations. It appears that the 
virgin nature of the soil, and the activity of mind and 
body necessary to inaugurate a national existence, are 
&vorabIe conditions for mental health. But when, with 
the course of timet their populatjon is so much increased 
that space fuls. when inmorality has corrupt«d spiritual 
life, then, in the same manner that material poisons are 
developeo within the tissues of the body, new morbid 

Echical dianofiitiona ^ve rise to mental disease. It haa 
n asserted that civilisation was the cause of insanity, 
but was it not easier to see that insanity only iuoreases m 
proportion to the malignity of the moral and material poi- 
sons accumulated in what I would call the decline of 
sodetiea 7 It is true, that often insanity hu but on indirect 
relation to social psychology, that it is owing to the very 
struggles made to escape tnose conditions of decay, or to 
relieve others fi^jm their effects — great men have lost their 
reason in such struggles. In our opinion the hygiene of 
the mind and of the body in education and instruction, ia 
the surest means of preserving reason and health. 

Speaking generally, people are unaware of the conditions 
of toe development of insanity. Many persons, even some 
physicians, believe in a sort of fatalism in its attacks. It ia 
clear that such opinion ia erroneous. Even hereditary pre- 
dispositions are not nececearily followed by insanity. Hap- 
pily it has been recognised that pioral and physical precau- 
tions may prevent Uie appearance of sucn a disease. If 
such facts were popularized it would no more be considered 
» shame to have been insane, neither should the disease of 
a parent be a blemish on ancestral integri^. 

The views respecting insanity are markedly different in 
the east of Europe and Asia as compared with any other 
countries. Insane persons there are looked upon as sacred 
beings inspired by the Divinity ; thon^ respected as such 
they are uiven away aa beggan, fi-ee to go and to do what 
they like best: still they are harmUi*, and do no injury 
to anybody. Now, what is the practice of western Europe 7 
This nnt ieeling, at the mght of a lunatic, is fear and repul- 



sion; the consequence of such impression is not favorable 
to patients; they are considered lost for ever; the physi- 
cian, if at all consulted, is called in sometimes when it is 
too late for hope. The patient getting worse, violent means 
are resorted to, having the effect of making him still worse, 
and at last rendering him inourabla Havmg admitted sa a 
principle that an insane person is a dangerous being, liable 
to fiinous excesses, the insane ore apt to conceive this false 
notion of power, and often ore led by it to the commiaidon 
of reprehensible acts. The consequence of this general 
opinion was also, anciently, that any treatment, however 
harsh (if it did not cause immediate death), was considered 
as a sort of retaliation of the evil done or heaitt by the 
unfoiiunate patient. Now, within about fifty years, phy- 
sicians have put an end to these cruelties, but everybody 
feels satisfied that lunatics should be isolated from any 
intercourse withsociety. Again, the error of such princii>fe 
has had another bad influence on public opinion — that is, 
the belief that medicine is useless to relieve mental aber- 

The only exception to that state, in Europe, is the Free- 
air Colony of Oheel, in which patients are boarded in private 
families. There, by the very reason we have mentioned, 
insane peraona are quite humless, on account of the kind 
treatment they experience. We are much gratified to be 
able to state that, in consequence of the reports of the 
Board of Lunacy of Scotland, thre* otylunu are now in 
process of erection, in which the greatest number of patients 
will be placed as boarders in cottages kept by families under 
the direction of the saylum, which becomes, then, a mere 
therapeutical centre. It ia easy to conceive what a bless- 
ing it will be for the patients. The following extract from a 
German paper will exemplify their effect on these unfbrtu- 
natea: — 

" In a garden of Berlin a canary bird waa found bearing 
on its neck a small note ; the addresa was unusual — ' To 
the good Lord 1' The finder broke the seal, and found a 
sincere message in accordance with the direction. It was 
vvritten by a lady, an inmate of a private lunatic asylum ; 
the unfortunate one, pleading for relief, asked a speedy 
death. She compluned that Uie misrule and self-wiD of a 
rude female attendant were the cause of her sufierin^ 
All explanations to her relatives were vain, because this 
attendant attributed her compl^nings to a diseased mind, 
and punished her for attempting to make known her 
situation." 

We must add, that having seen so many mmilar cases wo 
have no doubt of the reality of such a statement 

We do not mean to say that the/ree-cur asyluma have 
no defects, or that they are the only resort for all kinds of 
insanity. I do not know of anything perfect, but I confess 
that for the mnjority of cases they are more baneficiaL A 
new reform is now making its way in the world. The 
insane person was in ancient times considered oa an 
offender, and treated accordingly ; he is now considered as 
a dangerous being, who must be necesaarily kept within an 
estabhahment. !nie new system consists m isolating these 
patients in (Ae counlri/, where they can e^joy free (ur and 
a fanuly life. 

We have tried to show in the above lines tiie moral and 
material state of society, and how its psychology has « 
neat influence both on ma nature and Urtatmenl ofmsanit^. 
Our criticism ia not so much directed against persons, aa it 
is against pubhc opinion ; and still we must make an excep- 
tion for this country, since we have learned from competent 
persona that no bad feeling existed either against the luna- 
tics or against those physicians who devote their life (o 
allay their sufferings. * 



Dr.OppoLiBR aaya that bicarbonate of soda is an improper 
remedy for pyrosis. It unites with the adds of the sto- 
machLand produces salts which themselves produce pyr*- 
sis. He prefera the use of calcined niagnesia, and aome- 
timM usee carbonate of aniiiio>u&. — BciLUtd. Jvur. 
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DB. T. C FINHEIX, PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIB. 

( Conaniud jy<m pagttU.) 

ABSENCE or ALBCHIHDBU WITH COHTBACTED KIDKET. 

Db. Acstih Flibt presenWd a pair of kidneys removed 
from ■ patient who died at Bellevue Hospital The history 
of the case as given was briefly this : — The patient waa » 
female, let. 35, who was admitted on Thursday last, the 
6ih insianL My attention was called to her on Friday, the 
7th. She had had since her admission two epileptiform 
convuleions. She seemed a good deal prostrated, her mind 
was much enfeebled, and there was no cedema anywhere. 
I left the case without much attention that day, desiring 
ih&t the urine should be examined before m^ next visits 
On Saturday, at my visit, I learned that the unne bad been 
examined, and that no albumeD had been found in it. An- 
other epileptiform convulsiou occurred upon this day. On 
Sunday, at my visit, I found her comatose, and evidently 
very near her end. No previous history was obtained, and 
ciy knowledge as regards the detfuls is rather limited. 
She died on Monday morning. 

Autopty. — The brain was examined this afternoon, and 
was found moderately congested and rather firmer than 
usual, otherwise it presented no morbid appearances. The 
■ kidneys were then examined ; the right one weighed two 
onncee, the left a fraction more. The right organ presented 
a cyst of considerable size, as large as a marble, and when 
a section was made of it there issued a serous-looking Quid. 
The surface of the kidney is granular, and its secretory 
portjon is very much diminished in size ; a microscopical 
examination of it has not yet been made. 

The interesting point of the cage seems. to be the 
oocuirence of unemia, proving fatal without any albumen 
in the urine, or general dropsy. I may remark that 
a case somewhat similar to this came under my obser- 
Tation during the past winter at Bellevue. The patient 
died with well marked symptoms of uraemia, and with- 
out any general dropsy : that patient had albumen in 
the urine, with casts of considerable size both granular and 
waxy. Id this connexion X call into mind another case. 
The patient had no genera! dropsy, and the presence of 
albumen in the urine was ascertained rather accidentally ; 
subsequent to this there was an attack of unemia, which 
proved fatal In both these cases there was found tie hard 
contracted kidney. I may also mention a case of a child 
who had scarlatina, followed by an abundance of albumen 
in the urine, and also the presence of granular and waxy 
cast& The albumen 6nally diminislied and disappeared, at 
the same lime there was such an improvement in the 
patient's condition that she waa considered safe. However, 
the waxy casts continued to be present, and the patient 
was soon seized with convulsioas, which terminated in 
death in less than twenty-four hours afterwards. I am 
unable to give the microscopical appearances of the speci- 
mens I present) not having had, as yet, an opportunity of 
making the necessarr examination. 

Dr. Clark. — I will give them at a venture ; these things 
aie so uniform that the result of one examination hardly dif- 
fers frooi another. I suppose you will find the intcrtubular 
tissue confining a larger amount of organized fibres than 
bdongB to it naturally ; that the Malpignian bodies will be, 
at least half of them, greatly shrunken, the capsules 
thickened, and the tufts within them dwarfed, and some 
will be entjrely gone, at least in the kidney where the cyst 
was found. There will be found also between the tubes a 
considerable number of microscopical cysts, which, had the 
patient lived, would have grown larger, and a con^derable 
portion of them would have been viable to the naked eye. 



A few tubes would be granular, but the cells would in 
general present their normal appearance, a very few being 
fatty. 

As regards the absence of albumen in such cases, my 
impression is that it is the rule that albumen is not present 
or if present at all, only for a short lime. I have examined 
such cases month in and month out, atevery visit, and have 
found that albumen was absent in the greater number all the 
way through, or perhaps only found during the last fortnight 
of life. And as to the latency of the symptoms, that too, 
it strikes me, is rather the law with this contracted kidney. 
I could cit« instances where death occurred after a very 
few days, no disease being before suspected, in men who 
attended to business up to to within two or three days of 
death. I could also refer to two or three instances of mer- 
chants dying of convulsions, who attended to their business 
during the day, come home in the evening, were seized 
with convulsions during the night, and died the next day or 
the day after. There is one point that I would call atten- 
tion to in regard to this contracted kidney, in which my 
own observation difiers fiom that of Goodfellow. The 
question has presented itself to my mind whether he ia 
nght in ascribing these small kidneys, as ft rule, to alcohol 
as a cause. I am confident that I have met with it quite 
often in perfecOy temperate persons, and in those who only 
took their wine occasionally in company or when out to 
dinner. I would ask Dr. Flint if he knows anything of th© 
previous habits of this patient 7 

Dr. Flint staUd that he did not, and further remarked 
in connexion with the statements he had previouslv made, 
that Dr. Richardson, who had recently publishe»l a work 
upon disease of the kidney, maintained that albumen was 
always present in Oiis class of cases. Dr. Flint disbelieved 
this statement, and accordingly took the opportunity of 
citing a case in point 

De. Clark. There is another point which I summse 
win shortly occupy the thoughts of the members of the 
Academy of Medicme ; that is, the real value of casta in 
those cases where no albumen exists, and where no disease 
is suspected, until for some particular reason the urine ia 
examined. The spiecific gravity may be normal, and the 
urine may perhaps contain the peniciUum glaucum. I feel 
a good deal of confidence that this is the disease illustrated 
in this specimen, and if so, the fact is of importance in 
enabling us to anticipate an issue which we have no other 
means of looking towards. 

bbiobt's dibbabb nmiroED bt abdominal dibeasb. 

Dr. Clark.— I wish to psll the attention of the Society 
to the relations existing between the lai^ white kidney, 
one of the forms of the disease we have been considering, 
and other diseases of the abdominal cavity. Dr. Kracko- 
wizer alluded just now to the influence of moderate pres- 
sure in the neck in producing contraction of the pupil; 
and I would remark here that it has been suspected for 
some time past W those who have directed their attention 
to the study of Bri^ht's kidney, that diseases, chronic 
chiefly, of the abdominal viscera, are capable, by the con- 
nexions of the sympathetic system, of establishing disease 
of the kidney. It is not long since I had the opportunity 
of marking the progress of Bright's disease occurring in 
the course of adhesive inflammation, and its effects in the 
pelvic cavity; the uterus becoming adherent by a slow: 
gradual process to the posterior tissues of the pelvis, and 
all the organs bound down in one mass, almost as if it 
were a case of tuberculous peritonitis, and the pretty 
rapid development of Bright's disease of the kidney, this 



possible that, through the irritation that the sympathetic 
nerve experienced in this pelvic cavity, the kidney tyecame 
diseased. 

Of the two last post-mortem examinations made m pri- 
vate practice one was of a character to be brought in com- 
parison with that case. I have « ' " "' ■■'■'- 



"^ffgi^Aigfe* 



Amcrlcu U«dteil Tlnnn 



REPORTS OF SOCIETIES. 



iStj s, imi 249 



here, and wDl give the history of the case. I will ftotici- 
pate BO far afl to say that the patient liad chronic diairhtea 
for a period of four years, and the portion of intestine will 
almost exptidn itselff It ia also important to saj that she 
had tubercles of the lungs. It is not the usual form of 
tuberculous ulceration of the intestines confined to the 
patches of Peyer, but has no special locahty. The history 
of the case then is this : — A lady, tet, 33, enjoyed good 
h^lth until eight yeara before death, when cough and 
heemoptysis gradually developed the symptoms of tubercu- 
lous disease of the lungs. From these symptoms, after a 
little, she recovered so tliat she became quite stout and 
looked very healthy. She was then married, and had one 
child, who is now five years of age. Her cough occasion- 
ally troubled her, but she had no hsemoptysis during the 
rest of her life. About four and a half years before her 
death her cough returned, and became habitual ; it was not, 
however, associated with symptoms that bore very heavily 
upon her, and she maictaiced uer health tolerably well un- 
til four years ^o, when she was seized with diarrhcEa. 
From four years ago until the lime of her death, she had 
the diarrhaa almost all the time. It would sometimes be 
stopped for a fortnight, and then be renewed and coottnued 
for weeks and months at a time, though it was not of a 
severe character, until within the last few months. Last 
spring I saw her on account of severe puns referred to the 
stomach, which I explained on the supposition that there 
were biliary calculi passing. She got entirely rid of those 
[lains after a short time, but her tubercular symptoms con- 
tinued. Billing the last winter the diarrhcea mcreased upon 
her, and her strength pretty rapidly failed. It was noticed 
here, as is commonly the case, that the cough which was 
ollenest distressing alternated with the diarrhcea; when 
there was diarrhcea her cough troubled her but httle, and 
when the diarrhosa was restrained, as it always could be by 
the sub-carbonate of bismuth, the cough would be very 
urgent at nighl, and as morphine did not seem to agree 
with her well it was often very difficult to find sleep for 
her. She became gradually thinner and paler, and about 
the Ist of January took to her bed, and kept it until the day 
of her death. In the mean time the peculiar appearance 
of her countenance led me to examine her feet, htuids, andy 
. face, in the expectation that I should find cedema. Up to 
this time no examinaUon of the urine had been made — no 
albumen was found. About a month or five weeks before 
her death her feet began to swell, and soon after that her 
hands became very pufiy, the oedematous tumor making a 
very marked prommence on the back of them. About 
three weeks before her death she fell into a lethargic state, 
in which she continued for four or five days, the diarrhcea 
continuing and amounting to four or five stools a day. By 
inducing free perspiration, by means of foot baths, ^e was 
reUeved from this lethargy, and enjoyed the full posses- 
sion of mind tor a week or ten days longer, when she be- 
came ^^n somewhat lethargic, and three days before 
death, the cedema having all disappeared, she was seized 
with convulsions, and these were repeated to the number 
of twenty-two in a period of sixteen hours. After the 
convulsions she did not recover her consciousness, and died 
about twenty-four hours after the last had ceased, in a 
comatose condition, either from the effijrion of wateiy fluid 
in the cerebral cavity, or fivm the deeper influences of the 
urea in the blood, or the congestive action produced by the 
epileptiform convuMons of which she had had so many. 



The friends 
a post-mortem examinati 
the absence of her physi 



iderate enough to ask if I desired 
on, I having had, on account of 
_icians, the wincipal charge of her 
during the last weelcB of her life. The examination was 
made of all parts except the head. The lungs were only 
moderately tubercular, and the breaking down of tissue was 
not considerable. There was a moderate amount of e£fu- 
noQ in the serous cavities, as is common in those who die 
a protracted death, whose symptoms are analogous to 
here, especially when the blood is watery. The intestines 
were found ulcerated throng yards of Ibeir extent. On 



the inner surface the ulceraliona were not regular, but were 
grouped irregularly on the outside of some of Peyer's 
plates; on the peritoneal surface could be seen diatinet 
tubercles, the neighboring tissoe being vascularized. The 
liver was fatty, the heart moderately fatty. These, I be- 
lieve, were all the lesions noticed, with the exception of 
what was found in the kidneys. These organs were very 
pale, portions of them nearly as pale as the surface of the 
body, and bad a sort of cadaveric look. In one of them 
the vascularity had become changed from that regular 
arrangement which is recognised as the normal distribution 
of the vessels uj>on the surfaccj to a stellate aggregation of 
them. On section the pyramids were about uieir natural 
color, and contrasted very strongly with the whitened tissue 
of the cortical portion. The kidneys were not enlaced. 
Under the microscope there were worlds of granules, in 
the place of epithelial scales and sound cells; there were 
also nuclei in abundance, and asUght amount of fat^ dege- 
neration of the ceUs. 

Dk. Clark hid reason to believe that the degeneration 
was recent, and that its cause could be traced to the ulcera- 
tive disease of the intcBtine. He remarked tJiat the point 
-^as not new with him, as it could be found stated in the 
work of Goodfellow. He then proceeded to relate the 
second case aa follows : — 

The other case was dso one of Br^ht's disease, in the 
practice of Dr. T. H. Cheesman, and one which gave to 
the physicians a great deal of trouble in regard to diag- 
noBS. The cause of death was interesting. The case I 
will give in a few words : — ^A gentleman, «t. 35, of tempe- 
rate nabita, and pretty well £iown in New York, aboat 
eight weeks ago, found himself sick enough to abandon 
his bu^nesB, and take to his house. Pretty soon after 
this be vras obliged to take to bis bed ; feeling exceedingly 
vredi, looking ^e, and losing flesh, he still had not for a 
long time a smgle positive symptom. At length it was 
ascertained that there was blood in the urine, and that 
he had had rheumatic puns in the wrists and leg. Beyond 
these pains, called rheumatic, he really did not sufier except 
from what might be called prostration ; he felt funt, had 
ofien no appetite for food, and bis digestion was very poor. 
Gradually ne lost his strength, his pulse became more and 
more rapid, and a week before his death I saw him with 
his physician. At that time expecting when I went to 
find a case of fever, although it was not stated to me that 
that was the disease, I was surprised to find diat peculiar 
and characteristic paleness so eommonly met with in 
Bright's disease. - I then e:mected, of course, to find albu- 
men in his urine, although there was not the least mdenui 
about him.- A portion of the nrine was takNi home for 
examination, ana was fomid of high ^ecifio gravity, 1023 
or, 1024 ; no albumen could be detected. There was a 
very abundant yellowish sediment, which to my surprise 
conmsled of a vast quantity of uric acie^ in loeenge-ehaped 
crystals, of very smidl siie. No eaala could be found, per- 
haps on account of the abundance of this precipitate. On the 
second visit I was obliged to say that I did not know what 
was the matter with the man ; I had before thought that 
there mig^t be Bright's disease, but there was no symptom 
that was clear, except only Uie complexion. The urine had 
ikiled to f^ve us any satisfaction, but I thought it important 
to examine the secretion at every future visit, so as to 
discover over, any changes that might throw light on the 
case. But while in consultation we heard this gentieman 
call abud as if Buffering from pun: knowing, however, 
that he was jtist about to have a stool, and snppca)pg that 
the pain might be occasioned by raising him to place the bed- 

San imder him, it did not excite our apprehensions. When, 
owever, the call was once or twice repeated, the attendhig 
physician went in, and in a moment returned, asking me to 
go in with him. We foimd the patient's pulse almott 
extinguished, and his lips if posdbie were a little more 
bian<£ed than before. His eyes rolled involuntarily, and ha 
seemed as near syncope as could be. We gave lii'T' soma 
brandy, and this revived him snJBdeatly to enable ns 1o 
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bope tliat he would go through the oppression, the c«ase of 
irhich did not occur to an; of ub. ReviviDg coouderably 
I yna obliged to leave him, but Uie stlendiog physician 
remainei He soon found, however, that brandy ciid not 
•DgtuD, and in about an hour afler the patient ceased 
tobreatbe^ 

Poal~mi>rtem EsBominaUon. — Lungs healthy, and heart 
healthy, with the exception of a ahght fatty degeneration 
(Quail's). The liver waa a little yellowish. Chough not 
enough diseased to account for symptoms. Tha intestines 
were entirely healthy; the thing, however, thatBlnicb ua on 
opening the abdomw was a sheet of coagulated blood, lying 
immediately in contact with the anterior wall of the abdo- 
men, overlying the omentum, and also the surface of the 
intestinea. This was gathered up, and we estimated that 
the whole amount of blood lost, mcluding the serum, was 
about three half pints; this we con»dered sufScient to 
destroy life in a man ho feeble previous U> his .last sinking. 
It waa a point of great interest to ascertain where this blood 
came from. We were not obliged to search very long 
before we found this little tumor in the omentuni, about 
one inch below the transverae colon, and nearly central in 
the body. No artery was seen running towards it of suffi- 
cient siae to form an aneurism, and our first thought yfas 
that it was probably a vascular tumor, that is to say a malig- 
nant tumor ; but before examining it we seanihed else- 
where in the abdominal cavity, beheving that if it was 
really maLgnaot we should find others of a similnr charac- 
ter ; but we found none. Wa then cut it open, and found 
that it had a cavity containing a clot; in other words it was 
an aneurism, which was opened by a rent into which a 
oommon director could easily be passed. It was plain that 
tlits gaotJemaa had died from htemorrhage, and that the 
btemorrhage waa from that small tumor that had burst 
about the time we left the room, very likely aa the result of 
an effort upon the bed-pan. 

The kidneya were found consderably enlarged, were of 
the pale ^ipearance just alluded to, and the vascuUrity 
npon the surface had undergone matturial changes. Under 
the microsoope the same appearances as in the preceding 
■pecimen were found, but very much more marked. It 
was very difficult to End a aingie perfect oeU, either in the 
tubes or pressed out of the tubes. The few that remained 
were moat of Ihem loaded with fat. The case is perhaps 
intereeting in connexion with the specimen preaenled by 
Dr. Flint as one in which thu avidencea of Bnght's disease 
were so few that both of us felt compelled to say that we did 
not know what waa the matter of the man. The aneurism is 
certainly a rare one m this position; I do not know how ire- 
quenlly they are found the cause of death, but I am sure 
not very often. Examined by tike microscope, the walls of 
tike tumor were found to cooust of the condensed areolar 
tissue found in the coata of arterie& 

Dk. Sahm did not know of any vessels of name in that 
particular locality, where the aneurism waa found; the 
omentiun was supplied by branches of the gsetro-epiploic 
arteries, which were very in^gnificant in aise. 

In answer to a question by Dr. fiibbins. Dr. C. stated 
that no atheromatous depout was found in the large 
•rteiiea. 

Db. Sanm stated that, aiuce the last meeting, he had an 
opportunity of making a nucroacopioal examination of the 
intestinal tumor pi«Bented by Dr. Loomis, and had found it 
to be caoceroua in character. 

Dr. Vdsb had also made a aimiUr exsminatjon and had 
oome to the same condusion. 

zxTiBPAnoH or 



THETIO IMFI^MIUTION OF tHI OTBER SIE. 

Sb. Notxs presented an eye which he had the same day 
removed from a colored man, at 53 yeaie. The eye had 
been diseased for three years. It became inflamed sponta- 
neoutly, and in a few months sight waa lost Its inflam- 
matory state never entirely disappeared, but while at timea 
quieaoent again it became edvere. This c(»ttiuued for 



sound, be^an to lose vision. A mist bung before it, and 
muscfe vohtantes sometimes appeared. On examination the 
lost eye was found atrophied, and sunken into ^e orbit 
There were some large venous trunks coursing over the 
sclerotica. The globe was soft and tender; and slight 
pressure with the finger gave decided pain. There had 
always been more or less supra-orbital and temporal 
neuralgia. 

To arrest the Ming a'ght of the good eye extirpataon of 
the opposite waa immecQately urged, and aflei two days 
performed after the method of Bonnet 

At Uie dissection the globe was found cuboidal in form, 
its Butero-posterior diameter being |j of an inch. When 
the aclerotjc and choroid were incised a yellowish fluid 
escaped, which upon fuller dissection was found to have 
been between the choroid and retina, and the retina to be 
completely separated from the choroid except at the ova- 
serrata. The centre of the globe was occupied by a round- 
ed elastic tumor, to which the retina was closely ^pUed. 
The tumor appeared to be solid, and on cutting it open waa 
found to be BO. It was whitish, and laminated in some 
"degree. No traces of normal vitreous humor remained. 
The tumor appeared to be a mass of inflammatory exuda- 
tion. Upon one point of the choroid the commencement 
of calcification waa discovered- The cirstalline lens had 
disappeared. The iria waa wrinkled, and adherent to the 
mass occupying the vitreous chamber, the pupil being 
occluded. The cornea had scarcely more than hair its usual 
diameter, and waa opaque. A narrow anterior chamber 
remained. 

As a note to the case, I may add, that the patient 
declared his vision to be improved on the day after the 
operation. Upon the sixth day he was allowed to go 
home, and he asserted that his sight was a great deal 
clearer. Examination waa not made with the ophthal- 
moscope, neither was his reading power accurately tested. 
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FAILURE OF THE HEALTH BELL 
Wi have again to announce the adjournment of the Legis- 
lature of this State without the enactment of the New 
York. Health Bill. As there has been a wide-spread in- 
terest in thia meaaure, it is but right that we should 
explain the course of legislative action in regard to it, and 
the cauaea of its ultimate Gulure. 

At the commencement of the sesNOQ three health biDs 
were introduced ;— One dravm up by a joint committee of 
tie New York Academy of Medicine, the New York 
Sanitary Aaaociation, the Kbgs County Medical Sodety, 
and a CiUzena' Aaaociation of Richmond County. Thia waa 
the Metropolitan Health Bill, which erected these three ad- 
joining counties, embracing Quarantine, into a Health Dia- 
trict^ having a Central Board of Health, the majority of 
the members of which were medical men, and the inapec- 
ton throughout the Diatrict were also medical men. Tha 
*t£ond Bill emanated from the Police Department, and 
was essentially the same as the fiist^ except that the 
governing power waa the Commiswoners of Police. The 
third Bill waa concocted at the City Inspector's office, and 
waa dedgned to retun that eminent offioial.in power. 
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The MS«OD opened with a Btrong feeling in favor of 
health reform in New York ; for five fluccesaive years this 
subject had been urged upon Iho attention of the Legis- 
lature with &11 the logic which our inexorable death statis- 
tics convey to the impartial mind ; and nothing now seemed 
wanting t« attain those enactments which would render 
New York the healthiest dty on the globe. - What now 
gsve peculiar efiectiveness to the efforts of the friends of 
reform was the spread of contagious diseases, and especially 
smell-pox, from New York to country towns, and also to 
the anny by the regiments which passed through the city. 
The country towns of the State, and several of the cities 
of Other states, as Providence (R. I.), New Haven (CL), 
Jersey City (N, J.), represented to our Legislature that 
their respective coranunities were constantly infected 
with diseases derived from New York city; and asked the 
enactment of laws for the control of preventable diseases 
in the commercial metropolis of the country. The Gover- 
nors of several States made similar communications to our 
State Government. No measure bad the strength of the 
Health Bill during the first half of the session, and all pre- 
dicted its certain passage, except those who are familiar 
with the secret but all powerful influences whidi ccmtrol 
Albany legislation. 

The several bills were thoroughly canvassed by their 
fiiends before the Committees of the two Houses, and 
finally a joint committee drew up a Bill which contained 
the distinguishing features of the first Bill above sketched. 
This Bill passed the Assembly by a constitutional vote. 
It went into the Senate with die fiurest prospects of 
triumphing over the corruption fiind, which was this year 
swelled to an enormous amount, and which had already begun 
to make the weak-knees of certain extremely comcienlvnu 
country membeis tremble. But at the very threshold of 
the Senate the bill met an enemy more powerfiil for its 
defeat tiian even the corruption fund, and that was the 
person of His Honor, Mator OpnTEs, who had joined 
hands with the bitterest enemies of the measure, and 
declared through his attorney, that, unless the bill was so 
amended sa to give him the power in its management 
which he desired, it ought to bb depeatid. Amendment 
at that late day was known to be its certain defeat. 
The fiiends of t^e bill were astounded, nay, bewildered by 
Ihb announcement; the report was regarded as incredible. 
Mb. Opdtke had, previously to becoming Mayor of New 
York, been a warm advocate of the Health Bill, and had 
personally, in former years, gone before the Legislature to 
urge its psssage. Besides, a delegation of citizens waited 
upon him early in the session, before the bill wss drafted, 
to secure bis co-operation during the winter, and desired 
to place him in such relation to the measure as would best 
EubsHve the interesta of the city. 

But the report proved to be too true ; Matob Ofdtkb 
had really joined the " Kng" that by corruption, falsehood, 
pohtical intrigues, and every unseemly device, annu- 
ally unitw in unholy bonds to defeat tJiis most righteous 
measure. At once the wavering, who were bound by 
every moral obligation to sustun the Bill, but who had 
been tampered with and only wanted some scapegoat to 
hide their shame, welcomed the proffered protection of the 
Mayor, and became its subtle opponents. Lieut-Gov. 
Campbell, heretofore a warm and consialent friend of the 
Bill, SuuTOB Abbott, of Cayuga Co., Sematob Tbdmak, of 
Steuben Co., SnatOK Amobl, of Allegany Ca, are among 



the nnmlKT whose real convictions of duty were plm'n and 
nomistakable, but who now diaregarded every con^dera- 
Uou of justice and humanity, and took counsel only with 
the demon of party prejudice. The Health Bill was a fsdl- 
ure from the moment the Mayor produced this defection in 
the ranks of it« nominal, and but for bis personal persua- 
sion, actual supporters. Thus were crushed, in a moment^ 
the long-deferred hopes of the benevolent and phitantliropio 
of our city ; and thus at one ruthless, heartless dash of 
oScial power, the fruits of years of self-sacrificing and dis- 
interested l^HHS were blighted. It is proved to a mathe- 
matical demonstration that at least 9,000 of out laboring 
poor die annually, that would be saved by the enforcement 
of the provisions of the Health Bill just defeated. Who 
will not commiserate the roan that in later life will have to 
reflect that for personal gain and political power, which 
will doubtless turn to ashes in his grasp, he sacrificed the 
lives, heslth, happiness, and well-being of tens of thousands 
of his fellow-men ? 

Such is the simple story of the defeat of the Health Bill 
in the Legislature of 1362. While we would hold up to 
the ecom of our citizens the thrice guilty authorsof this great 
public calamity — for in no other light can it be viewed — 
let us do all honor to those members of the Legi^ture who 
advocated the Bill with unanswerable arguments. From 
this district the Hon. Mb. Behbnot and Sehatob Sutb, of 
Kingsco., SpiAKaalUTMONDand tbeHoH.ItoTALpnEU>8,of 
this dty, and the HoK. Mb. Elt, <^ Richmond, deserve and 
will receive the lasting gratitude of every philanthropic 
citizen. We cannot forbear to notice the noble stand of 
MxssBS. Phelps and Eli, who both belong^ to the party 
which would be most seriously affected by the passage of 
the Bill, yet who declared (hat when such a great public 
measure oame before them as legislators, they would disre- 
gard all mere party obligations, and give it their unqualified 
support In what striking contrast do such declarations of 
duty appear with the pitiful apology with which Matob 
Opdtke attempta to justify his defeat of the Bill I Of the 
country members who espedslly interested themselves in 
the Health Bill, we may mention, not invidiously, Messrs. 
FsraoLK, BowEN, StKTsoK, Pbthb, and Sbhators Tobkt, 
MoKraoHEBT, Mdnboe. 



CHANGES IN THE MEDICAL BUREAU. 
From the commencement of the present war we have been 
zealous advocates of a reorganisation of the Medical De- 
partment of the Army. In this matter we have taken no 
counsel of individuals, nor have we allowed the interests of 
individuals to control our judgment We had long been 
femiliar with defects in the Medical Bureau, and these we 
have sought to remedy in the only practicable manner, 
viz. by that reform which the ezigendes of our times im- 
peratively demanded. Our sole aim has been to place on a 
broader and more sdentific bssis this arm of the poblio 
service, which should be all-powerful for good. In the 
consideration of the questions growing out of this discus- 
sion no reflections upon individuals have been made, and 
no criticisms of delinquendea in offidal stations have been 
indulged in to give effect to arguments. For the Medical 
Staff as a body we entertain the most profound respect 
and fraternal feeling, and have always deemed it a most 
pleasurable duty to bear our testimony to its high profes- 
sional character. With rare devotion io .the highest pria- 
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252 Anarlcu Hidkd TlmMi THE V 

ciples of medical morality, the corps baa muntBined itself 
free from all forms of charlaUniy, which nowwlajB suc- 
ceeds in creeping covertly into nearly every orgaaiiation. 
Qreat as are the personal sacrifices wliich medical men are 
often compelled to make ia civil practice, they bear no 
comparison to the almost constant laborious duties, self- 
sacrifices, and deprivations, which have been the duly lot of 
the entire Medical Staff of our Army hitherto. Many* 
young man of the first talent, and the most thorough edu- 
cational qualification for attaining position ici civil life, kaa 
entered the Staff and spent his early and maturer years on 
outpost duty, far removed from the refining influences of 
dvflized society, and totally deprived of every opportunity 
for professional association and improvement We should 
be wanting in the common instincts of humanity, and 
much more in that appreciation of true merit which should 
ever characterize our profession, did we fiul to recognise 
and acknowledge the claims of the Regular Medical Staff 
of the Army to professional and public consideration. 

Tiie reforms that have been sought are obtuned, and the 
Medical Department is placed on a new footing. Important 
changes must be made to ^ve that wider scope and efB- 
dency to its service which the Act of Congress contem- 
plates. An Assistant Surgeon-Qenerat is to be appointed, 
and the entire Bureau of Sanitary Inspection is to be 
oi^anized. For the former position no one of the senior 
Burgeons has the qualifications by familiarity with the details 
of the department, of Da. Satterleb, and Db. fi. C. Wood, 
the late acting Surgeon-Qeneral ; and of the jnniors, 
Assistant-Surgeons Edwabus and Cooudob would have the 
most Bvmilable and practical knowledge of the duties of the 
office. The Bureau of Sanitary Inspection will be organ- 
iced, we trost, by placing at its head as eminent a repre- 
sentative of the Volunteer corps as now represents the 
Begular Staff at the head of the Medical Department 
Many names will suggest themselves to every reader, the 
most prominent being Hahiltok and Lthah ; while for the 
eight inspectorial offices the nuues of Cotleb, Cooras, 
J. H. BAiLKr, Tritlrr, Tollcm, of the Regular Staff, and 
Dalion, CtTKKK, Asnaiws, and Sucklkt, of the Volunteer 
Corps. But we have no wish to forestall the selection of 
the President; that his action will be judicious^ we have 
abundant proof in the appointment he has already made to 
£11 the highest office. 

We may add, that whatever appointments or changes 
may be required to give efficiency to the Department, we 
trust such consideration will be given to the senior mem- 
bers that they will have no occasion to regret the reform 
that has been iaaagnrat«d. Many have grown old in this 
ill-requited. public service, who in civil practice might have 
attained to pecuniary independence. In every position to 
which they have been called, they have discharged their 
onerous duties without consulting personal interest or com- 
fort During the present struggle of our Government, the 
senior members of the Staff have displayed the most praise- 
worthy seal in the several departments to which they have 
been assigned. Their ripe experience has been of'infinite 
service in the proper direction of the early voluntary efforts 
of citizens to supply our improvised armies with necessaries, 
as well as in Uie subsequent systemaliiing of the medical 
affairs of the Military Departments. The dticens of this 
dty will not soon forget the untiring efforts of Dr. Sattbr- 
tBB, the Medical Purveyor at this station, during the early 
military movements of this war. He was ever found ready 



to co-operate with the eilisena in the military preparations 
of the volunteers, and to bis advice and suggestion we owe 
much that was so opportunely done to prevent subsequent 
suffering. 

From other departments we hear the senior member of 
the Staff spoken of by the surgeons to the volunteer forces 
in terms of unqualified commendation. Ds. Cdtleb, at 
Fortress Monroe, has directed the medical administration 
of that station with consummate abili^ ; in the Southern 
Department Dr. Coopkb has been equally efficient, and the 
same may be s^d of Da. Di Cakp, and the energetic Pur- 
veyor Db. J, H, Bailby, of the Western Department It 
will, we believe, gratify the younger members of the Staf^ 
and of the medical profession at large, to learn that the 
senior members are placed in such positions as will be 
agreeable to them, and render their service most useful to 



THE WEEK. 
The annual Tax Levy of the city of New Tork, which has 
just passed the Legislature, contains the follovring item* for 
salaries of the functionaries who have the public health of 
the dty in charge : — 

Salaritt. — City Intptdor't Deportment — For 
salary of the City Inspector, and of the Offi- 
cers, Clerks, Messengers, and Inspectors at- 
tached to, or connected with, his omce, and in 
each of the bureaux and offices in said Depart- 
ment — One hundred and nineteen thousand 
two hundred and twenty-eight dollars . . }119,228 00 

Sakaitt.— Commiaiontr* of HtaUh. — For sa- 
laries of the Resident PhvMcian, Health Com- 
missioner, and the Clerk of the Board of Com- 
missioners of Health — Four thousand two him- 
dred and fifty dollars 4,250 00 

Board of Health. — For the compensation of 
the Resident Fhvsician for his services as Agent 
of the Board of Health, and for expenses which 
may he incurred by said Board beyond the 
amount provided for under other heads of ac- 
count^-^ thousand dollars 6,000 00 



Total . . $129,478 00 

It appears, therefore, that this dty is to pay during the 
current year, 1st, nearly $120,000 to support the vulgar 
■ crew of emigrant runnere, barkeepers, policy dealers, rum- 
sellers, and loafers, who make up the 138 officers, clerks, 
messengen, and inspectors attached to, or connected with 
(significant expression) the City Inspector's office, and who 
have in special charge the public health of New York ; 2d, 
upwards of |4000 is to be paid to the Resident Physidao, 
Health Commissioner, and Clerk of the Board — Officials 
who never return to the dty one farthing's value of ser- 
vices; 3d, $6000 for the compensation of the Resident 
Physician for his services as agent of the Board of Health, 
etc As the Board of Health never meet, the Resident 
Physidan of New Tork enjoys a very comfortable sinecure, 
having literally no other official buainess to perform than 
sign the quarterly pay roll, and pocket his unearned salftry. 
This gigantic system of public support of a class rf poli- 
tical sharpers, under pretence of preserving the pablic 
health, the Metropolitan Health Bill (which they have jtist 
defeated, with the aid of the Mayor) was designed to over- 
throw. Although it would have embraced three oounties in 
its operation, the limit of ita expenditures for salaries woold 
not have reached $60,000. It would Ipe 8i^^,^,tl>e 
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interest u well as the health of the city if every Testige of 
this health orgaaiEation were obliterated. One (act is cer- 
Uin ; a large number of pauper politicians would then be 
left without any visible means of support, and would be 
compelled to seek a more honest livelihood, or that final 
reating-place of their class — the Almshouse. 

Wi have noticed the fact that in some of the European 
armies the soldier is provided with appliances for tempo- 
rarily meeting tlie exigencies of the battle field. Everyone 
ia supplied with bandages and a small tonrciquet which his 
comrade can use, or which is at hand when the dresser 
reaches him. The morn! effect which those provisions 
against sudden accidenU have, is very great, and should be 
carefully attended to by every Gkivernment. Our attention 
is again called to this subject by the ingenious ^urntquet 
illustrated in another column. It is cheap, is easily applied, 
and does not so surround the limb as to interfere with the 
venous circulation. Such an instrument should be supphed 
to every soldier about to go into battle. « 

Amoro the passengers by the last steamer to Europe 
was PnoF. Ceabiis A. Lee, M.D., of Peekskill, N. T. 
Prof. Lek intends to visit the medical institutions of 
Europe, and will eventually extend his travels to Greece 
Egypt, and Palestine. We expect to have the pleasure of 
laying before our readers frequent communicatioos from 
this distinguished member of our profession. 

Tbb New York Sanitary Association has recently bad 

tmder discussion the subject of compulsory vaccination 
The results of its dehberatJons are embodied in the follow- 
ing resolutions : — 

The series of resolutions in respect to vaccination and 
revaccination, laid on the table at the last meeting, were 
taken up, discussed, and in the following amended form 
adopted 

Whereat, This Association, after mature deliberation, has 
become convinced that vaccination and revaccination, as 
often as every seven years, is necessary to protect this 
community agunst sm^l-pox, therefore, 

EeKilvta, Tliat in the judgment of this Association, fur- 
ther legislation is imperatively required to secure a more 
generafand effective vaccination, but so framed as to avoid 
offensive compulsion if poaable. 

.A»oii'<d That, in the opinion of this AssodatioD the 
Board of Education, or the Legislature, or whatever body 
is necessary, ought to pass and enforce an ordinance pro- 
hibiting the attendance in all the schoob receiving any part 
of the public moneys of any children who have not been 
well vaccinated, or variolated within seven years, or who 
cannot show a valid certificate to that effect, giving the 
date of the vaccination or varioktioo. 

Eaolved, That in the opinion of this Association the 
Uetropolitan Police Commission should canae a11 policemen, 
or olhere under their employ, to be vaccinated, or show a 
vahd certificate or proof of vaccinatioa or variolation 



■ageofalaw compelling the vaccination of every prisoner 
shortly before disciiarge. 

Setolved, That in the opinion of this Association the 
Commissioners of Charities and Correction, as well as all 
other bodies having the care of the poor, should comply 
with the above rule in all institutions under them, and 
withhold all in or out door relief of any kind until vac- 
cination is performed, or the dates of previous vaccination 
BBcertained. and that the LegislaUire should make the same 
A feature oi all chartered institutions. 
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RaUved, That it should be made necessary that eveij 

person affected by the above ordinance^ shall be required 
to procure and preserve a vaccine certificate, properly 
filled out and dated. 
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A SrffTEM or Sdhotht; Patbolooicai^Duonostjc, Theea- 
PEtmc, AND OrsRATtYB, by Samoel D. Gross. M.D., Pro- 
fessor of Surgery in the Jefferson Medical College of 
Philadelphia, etc. Illustrated by twelve hundred and 
twenty-seven Engravings. . Second Edition. Uuch en- 
larged and carefiilly revised. In two volumes. Blan- 
chard A Lea. 1862. 

Wb are much gratified to be able to annonnce a new^editaon 
of this Cyclopedia of Surgery. Considering the larg>e size 
of the work and its expenaveness, the extremely rapid 
sale and exhaustion of an entire edition, not only proves 
the value of the work, and its adaptation to the wants of 
the profession, but it speaks well for the intelligence of 
American surgeons. The Second Edition bears evidence 
of careful revision, on nearly every page ; and whole sec- 
tions of new mutter prove with what care and pains-taking 
the distinguished author has labored to render his work 
worthy of the patronage of the profession. We cannot 
enter into even a specification of liie additions which have 
been made, but will simply add that the work is Still the 
most complete exponent of the science and art of surgery 
in our language. 



SciRHTiFia BRUTALrnr. — The first case, I think, is cha- 
racteristic of the genius of the man (Maissonneuve) : vis. 
amputation of the forearm by the use of the JUckt, I did 
not see it myself, as it occurred in summer, but tbe details 
have been furnished to me by a finend who was present on 
the occasion. The first step in the operation was the 
breaking of the bones, which was accomplished in the fol- 
lowing manner : two blocks of wood, st a short distance 
from each other, were placed upon the arm, then a curved 
iron bar was passed beneath it at the part corresponding to 
the interval between the blocks, while a small chain ex- 
tended from one end of the bar to the other over the arm, 
and was attached to a screwing apparatus, by means of 
which Ihe bar wos graduallv forced upwards, and counter- 

K assure was made upon tne blocks, until at last the two 
nes were compelled to give way j this was done without 
chloroform. The flkhes were then mtroduced into tbe flesh 
in a circular manner round the circumference of the arm. 
The patient succumbed in about a day thereafter. The 
amputation was performed for some affection of the hand, 
from the efiects of which (he patient would have died in a 
short time at any rale. What was thfi object in perform- 
ing the operation in this somewhat novel manner, my friend 
could not inform me, unless it was as an ra^erimentumerv- 
n» (Dr. W. Turner in Edia. Mtd. Journal, March, 1862.) 

M. PiORBT, in a most severe and dangerous case of nasal 
htemorrhage, which had resisted all the ordinary methods 
of treatment, and had continued for several days, arrested 
the hremorrhage in the following way. Refiecting upon 
the fact that he had at times arrested pulmonary hffimor- 
rfaage by causing the patient to draw deep and frequent 
inspiration^ he thought that the plan might be adopted in 
Ihiscase. He therefore made the patient sit down, removed 
the chorpie plugs, and ordered hijn to brealbe deeply and 

Siiickly. The hemorrhage ceased almost immediately, to 
le great satisfaction of tbe professor and his pupils. Liga- 
tures were then applied for a time above the calves of the 
legs and above the fore-aims. The tuamorrfaage did not 
return. — BrU, Mtd. Jour, . 
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$tctnt Inbentions. 

NEW APPARATUS 

HIEATMENT OF FRACTUKE3 OF THE LONG 

BONES. 

Br JOSEPH H. TEDDER, M.D., 

In tiie Uediou Tikes, of Juiuary 12, » new a^aratus 
■waa presented for the treatment of morbus coianua tbat 
recommeuded itself for Bimplicily. The mechanicBl eon- 
trivance then described, oik; be so modified as to have a 
wider appUcatioQ in lie treatment of certain fractures of 
ihe long bones and affections of the joinU ia which the 
above indication is to be met. 
FsAcnntM or tbi TmoH um Lro. — The adjoining cut 
represents a long apUnt for fractures 
J, of the thigh and leg. It consists of 

Buan a strip of wood in two fragments, 

I tbree and a quarter inches in width, 

1 estanding from the crest of the ilium 

^9^ to a distance four inches below the 

sole of the foot. On the external 
surface of the spUnt. at a point cor- 
responding with the Icnee, is fastened 
A hinge with a detachable pin. To 
the upper frarnent of the splint, on 
the inside, is fitted bj a pivot, a thin 
steel plate seven inches in length, and 
in width the same as the splint. On 
the lower surface of the plate is fixed 
a button to slide into the groove seen 
on the lower fragment of the splint. 
Bv this arrangement at the knefl, the 
splint ma^ be folded together for con- 
venience in packing when not in use. 
On the lower end of the splint, is 
fixed a narrow metallic bar, on which 
sUdes a boi, having a puliej above, 
and a tjinmb screw below, by means 
of which the Une o/txtenium may be 
itated to tht axil of the limb. On the 
ju. 1. outside of the splint maj be seen two 

depressions guarded by a steel plate, 
so arranged that the ratchet plate may be firmlj applied 
and r^noved at vrill. 



The taiemion ratchet piJUy conuste of a metallic plate, 
having two buttons on its lower surface, to correspond 
with holes on the splint — on the centre of which is 
fixed a grooved wheel, smooth on its inner edge, and 
ratdwted on its ontor edge. This wheel is revolved hj 




njpans of the thumb plate or lever, sod is sMSued M anj 
desired point by a spring-cateh. Into this pulley is fas- 
tened a strong oatgnt cord or linen twine, which mns 
down the sphnt and is attached by a loop to the u[^r 
hook on the rtUmtivt box. 

The retentive apparatus consists of a thin bar of steel, 
notched with teeth on one edge, and fastened at either 
end into a depression made in the splint, on which ^des 
a metallic box, provided with a hook above and below, 
and having on its under snrface a iM«je«ion to catch into 
the teeth. It will be seen that this box glides readily 
upwards, hut is prevented from sli^^ing downwards by this 

To the lower hook of the box is fastened by a loop, a 
catgut string or strong linen cord, which, running down 
the splint and through it, over a roller, passes over another 
roller and is tied to the hook on the^( ftfocft. 

The treatment of fractures of the thigh and leg by Qiis 
apparatus does not differ essentially from that generally 
practised where the Desault splint is used, Countar- 
estension is effected by slipping the upper end of the 
splint into the i>ocket made in the combined pelvic belt 
and perineal band. The periikeal strap is made after the 
plan now generally adopted in the New York Hospitals, 



by passing a strong tourniquet t^>e of the required length 
through a shorter piece of india-rubber tubing of suitable 
use, and, hsTing kft a sUght excess of tape within the 




tabe, &stening either end to the tape. Thus, moderate 
extension may be gained. It is well to stuff the tube with 
candlewick before &stening the ends. 

Por extension, a strip of canton flannel or other adhe- 
nve platter, two inches in width, having been passed 
through the bracket in the foot block, is applied to iha 
limb on either side in the direction of its long axis from a 
point below the fracture, forming a loop under the sole of 
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the foot. The surgeon may add to its security by cross- 
pieces at intervals. The natural heat of the body is suffi- 
cient to produce adhesion, but if the surgeon aioose be 
may more speedily effect jhe same end by artificial heat 
or the qtpUcation of turpentine to the surface of the plas- 
ter. The plaster will be less liable to yield if allowed to 
set an hour or two before much extension is made. In 
all cases when extension by adhesive plaster is made osa 
oi, the natural yielding of the soft parts is such that the 
loop Aovtd be 10 a* thort a* pouible. 
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■, having been 
{ about iLe point of fracture by tLe str&ps to be 
hereafter described, aud the foot block, to prevent abra- 
sion of the malleoli, having been slipped into the adheaive 
atjrrup, the catmt string ■" *■"'' '" '' — ' — '' ""^ -- 1-~-- 



o the hoolc and e 



outside of the spl 

that generallj in use. By passing the plaster between 

the bracket and boiird slitting of the plaster is avoided. 

It will be readily seen, that if the ratchet pulley be now 
removed, extension will be maintained by the ret«ntive-box. 
Not odI^ does the surgeon have this extension ratchet for 
amplication in any number of cases, but he alio carrUt with 
ktm tha hey hy which it u made in any individual ccue. Id 
his absence ibe patient will be unable to "letup" or relax 
extenuon. 

Tbbatkknt or Fbactdbes or tbi Abm akd Fobeabk 
BT £xTSHaiOH AKi> CoDHTEB-ExTEHsioN. — A atrip of adhe- 
Kve plaster ia so placed on the ann, below the point of 





strap (corresponding with the perineal strap), if the splint 
be plaoed on tiie external or posterior aspects of the ann, 



n«.S.— Ann Bpllot^^M witb (xUlojcratd 



or if the splint be placed on its inner aspect by the axil- 
lary crutch. The narrow splint, constructed similarly %a 
the lower fragment of the thigh splint, is made fast by 
its upper extremitj to the belt or crutch, as Uie case may 
be, while the catgut cord mnninK over the roller in the 
shorter fragment, having been tied to the adhesive loop, 
extension is made as belore. 

To prevent lateral motion of the parts, and to obviate 
the tendency of the lower fractured fWioent of the bone 
to tilt upwards, it will sometimes be found necessary to 
place Bt intervals cross adhesive strips around both ann 
and spUut. 

Fkacturks or tbb Foruru. — The adjoining cut per- 
haps illustrates definitely enough the form of splint and 
application of thl same to fractures of the forearm. 
Counl«T-extenuon is made either by encircling the arm 




and splint, when the splint is placed on the inferior aspect 
of the forearm, with adhesive plaster, or by ranning a 
strip of the same from the point of fracture on the inner 

aspect of the forearm over the shorter fragment of the 
splint to a corresponding point on the outen aspect of the 
forearm. Extension is gained by so placing an adhesive 
piaster on the palmar and opposite surface of the forearm 
and hand as to form a loop above the fingers. To the 
loop the catgut is tied and extension is effected as before. 
In whatever position the surgeon ma^ place the Umb, 
whether looking directly upwards or directly backwards, 
or in the generuly advised position between the two, tha 
spUnt may be readily applied and secured. 




When, by reason of compound fracture, the splint is 
placed on the superior aspect of the forearm, the pressure 
of the shorter fragment on the arm forms the point of 
counter-extension. If it be found that the slight pressure 
on the veins thus occasioned be productive of pain or con- 
gestion in the wound, it may be deemed best to secure k 
point of counter-extension from the shoulder. Insert the 
pin of the crutch into the tube on the upper end of the 
splint, and having placed the pad against the shoulder, 4 
firm point for counter-extension is obtained. 
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RsADT Field Splists fob Aimr Surqeomb. — Dr. Ted- 
der s(At«B that he ia indebted to Foster Swift M.D., of 
New York City, Surgeon 8th N. T. S. M., for the follow- 
ing description of an extemporaneous 
fracture device that may prove valua- 
ble occasionally to other than military 
iurgeons, Dr Swift eaye: — "I en- 
close a succinct description of an ex- 
teraporaneouG splint which was more 
particularly adapted to the treatment 
of arm fractures from ^nahot wounds, 
and which waa especially serviceable 
in putting the patient in a condition 
to be transportable with comparative 
comfort , 

" Afler the battle of Bull Run, on 
the 21st July last, we were left with 
four or five caaes of fractured arms, 
with no appliances for their treats 
ment, and with the prospect of their 
transportation over a rough road in 
rough wagons to Manassas, and from 
thence to Richmond. Without splints 
and without any light material to 
make them of, I am indebted to Dr. 
Hoges, of one of the Misaissippi regi- 
ments in the rebel army, for the fol- 
lowing simple contrivance, which 
afforded great rebef to our wounded 
men in toeir jolting journey. Two 
strips of adheeive plaster were cut 
Tis- S- two feet in length and three inches in 

width, one of which was carried over 
the upper frMiment to the point of fracture, leaving a 
loop above ; ue other was carried in a similar manner 
over the lower fragment forming a loop below. A piece 
of board about one foot longer than the fractured limb 
with a V-shaped piece removed from each end was then 
Implied to the arm. The lower loop waa tied by a ban- 
dage to t^e lower V, and the upper loop to the upper V. 
The fragments were thus separated, and the limb could be 



secured to the splint by a simple turn of the bandage, 
above and below the point of fracture, thus leaving Uie 
orifice of the entrance and exit of the ball open." 

Kot only upon the battle-field, but also in railroad acci- 
dents, is the surgeon otlen obliged to transport his patient 
to a suitable place for treatment. When he is unable to 
provide himself with boards, or is without the means of 
sawing out the V-shaped piece, he may extemporize a 
retentive splint from tree branches. 

Bind together two straight branches of suitable size and 
length, so that a fork wil! be left on either end over 
which the bandage attached to the loops may be tied. In 
place of the upper adhesive loop the surgeon may use an 
axillary strap made of such material as may be at hand, 
and in place of the lower loop, he may substitute a hand- 
kerchief bandage. The necessary pads and bandages may 
be made from such material as is convenient. If one 
branch be Jet into the other by a notch before they are bound 
together, the splint will be firm enough to bear any pres- 




In fi-actures of the forearm the two branches must be 
so bound together that the fork at the elbow may be 
parallel with the long axis of the arm, and the fork at the 
opposite extremity parallel with the hand in a supine posi- 
tion. A short fork must be left in the middle of the rustic 




splint to which tlie hand loop may be tied, after the man- 
* ner described in the paper on extension. 

In fractures of the leg and thigh, if no more available 
appliance is at hand, tiie field surgeon may construct a 
ready extension apparatus,* thus: apply an adhesive plas- 
ter above the point of fracture so as to form a short loop 
on the outside of the Umb between the head of the bone 
and the crest of the ilium, and in the same manner form 
a loop below the point of fracture above the external mal- 
leolus. Place on the outside of the limb parsliel with its 
long axis, two forked branches, hinged at the knee by a 
cord or strip of bandage, and, on the opposite side of the 
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limb, place a long sti-aigbt branch. If, now, the loops b« 
tied to the forked ends and the vpHnt then tlraxghtened, 
exten^on to the required length will be eflected. To 
secure this extension bind the two hinged branches 
together. Let a bandage now be turned around the splints 
and leg. In place of the upper adhesive loop a perineal 
strap maybe used, and in place of the lower loop, a hand- 
kerchief bandage. In •making the kinge.at the ktUe, let both 
brandtei be deeply notched to hold the cord in place. 

Thus, with adhesive plaster, a few bandages, and a pocket 
knife, the field surgeon has always at hand means ade- 
quate to render a patient with a fractured limb comfort- 
able during transportation to a general hospital 






It uipiitd. 

U(b SpJlut p 



lif. 10.— FIdd EiiMidon nd(b SpJlut putliU; ipplled. 



.yCjOOc^le 



SPECIAL NOTICES. 



' TH« WEM m rat cm 
ma cocNTT or kbw tobk. 

AbMnctofthaOflldal Btport. 

Tnm Out Hit d>r gf April to Ihe IBIh dv of April, 18«1. 

iXoUi.— U«i.a<: venucN; bovMOS: gi^l^M-toUl,S^. AdulU, 

ITS; shlldnn, KH; tulw, IH; r«iul«, 1S»; solored, ID. InfUU ODdsr 

' ni>faca,lM ChUdt«n r«port*d of ii»tlT« pKinW, M ; ftireigi. 



110. 

■lani. IB^ 'd 

eryslpAlu, 



;— ApOplM 



,8; InbDtllK 



SDrnpOoo, 17 ; Bm^-poi, IS i drap*7 of hivil, 
dlarrbn uid djHntery, D ; Innunmktlaii q 
Inn^ M ; broncUllB, S ; coDgcitloD at brmln, ( 



In Cti< CntT CbwIUea: oT wbi 

Abrtnot or thfl Atnmpberla 

Uw Mukal BDlldli 



I died in the Immlaiut InHltudoD,! 
.1 vere In tbs BeUevn* HoopluL 



oThiDgBiS. 



Raoad of tba Kutun 



Hew™ori 





BiromeUr. 


t™,.™™. 


°SS 


1 


1 


i 


18M 


hel^t 


D.I1T 

ruige. 


1 


i 


i 


1 


1 




In. 


Ik. 




















U.»3 








« 






N.toS. 






















































































































W.M 


■'* 








'' 


" 


N.K.ti.8. 


i 


SM 



rlibla P.M.: slur. Uto. 1 



MEDICAL DIART OF THE WEEK. 

iLi™.i.> f ""w Tom HoanTiu Dr. Halitad. lulf-pMl 1 r.M. 
'^?f^' ./ BiLUTDi lloaprrxi. I>r. Tbumu, hiU-put 1 f.h. 
■"' * L En l»«w.in. IS IL 



I>r. LfMnils, hilf-put 1 p.iL 

L, DTK BUpbanKn ud Gurtah, 1 p.m. 

" Griteom, half- put ' 



Frldn, J Srt iKnuiAiiT, II iL 

Mifi. 1 BuLiYDi Hdipiul, Dr. UcCrstdj, but-put IF.K. 

a.i i._ r Niw Yon HoarruL, Dr. Oriisom, lulf-but I i.n. 

B™S[' J BniJiTt™ HOSHT.L, Dr. Wood', eUnlcVp.H. 

'*"''"' (, OparBAUno UowiiAL, Dn. atapheii»nuidOiRlA,lp.H. 

SPECIAL NOTICES. 

New Tork AoADEin' of MsDionn.— On WedTittday 
Bhtning, May 7th, Dr. Alohzo Clark will present the sub- 
j«et of " AUmTnmuria, iti Symptomatology, Pathology,"'etc^ 
etc 

New York Coumtt Medical Society. — The Stated 
Monthly Meeting of thit Society vtiU be htld at the CdUege of 
I'hyridant and Surgeom, Fourth Avenue, ear. IhoetUy-third 
itreet, on Monday next, 5ih imt., at 8 o'doek P.M. Subject 
for ditcumion, " Vaednation, its Protective Ptnoer," etc Ihe 
profeaion are reepectfully invited to attend. 
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LECTURES ON 
NEW REMEDIES AND THEIR THERAPEU- 
TICAL APPLICATIONS. 



LECTURE TL— PART IlL 

BEBIHA PODOPHYLU (PODOFBTbUX). 

ifodu* Operandi — We find Ibat podophyllin consisls of 
two re8in»>, one soluble in ether, the other in alcohol, the 
rvRJn which is i«lub1e io ether beiog in roost instances the 
moat active. Both of these resina are soluble id solutions 
of a CBuetic slliali, and when so given act rather more 
quickly as a purgative than when given in combination 
with an alkali. It will be remembered, that when applied 
to an ulcerated surface it acted equally well upon the 
bowels as when given by the mouth, and tliat it aL'<o acted 
upon the bowels when injected under the skin of a dog. 
In m^ lecture on iodine 1 proved to ynu that the various 
secretions of the body had the power of decomposing, ren- 
dering colorless, and absorbing, the insoluble iodide of 
amidine ; the same is the fact with this resinous substance, 
which, although perfecUy insoluble io water and saline solu- 

' tions, becomes soluble in the saliva, gastric fluid, pancreatic 
and biliary secretions. It is absorbed into the blood, then, 
whether given in an insoluble powder, or held in solution 
by an alkalL So tor as my experience goes it acta with 
less irritation when given in solution in an alkali than when 
given uncombined with an alkali in either pill or powder; 
because in this way it is more quickly absorbed, flows freely 
over a larger surliice, and thus causes less irritation of the 
mucous membrane. Most of the resinous cathartics act as 
drastic purgatives, and by their irritating action on the 
intestinal canal indirectly Bxoite the liver, and stimulate it 
into activity, thus acting ad cholagogues. The same result 
is produced in a very mild degree even in the process of 
digestion. But that this is not due merely to the irrita- 
tion of the orifice of the hepatic duct, ia proved by the dis- 
, similarity of the operation by different maluritds that stimu- 
late the duodenum In an equal manner. Again, we find 
thai each partiouhir medicine has its own peculiar opera- 
tion, whether introduced directly into the circulation of the 
blood, or administered by the mouth. . And we find vriih 
this agent that in whatever way administered it passes Into 
the blood, is absorbed Md carried through the system, pro- 
ducing its own peculiar action of exciting into activity the 
glandular system, and that by the augmented secretion of 
these glaii<b it passes out of the blood, and removes from 
the system the eOeta matters secreted ; thus doing good by 
removing not only from the bowels but froni the glands the 
irritating materies morbi no longer needed in the system, 
in this manner pui^ng the blocKj. It is claimed lor this 
medicine that it has an aclioo on the liver similar to mer- 
cury, and owing to this asserted similarity it baa been called 
vegetable mercury. How are we to arrive at the facts in 
this case? I am not aware that any chemical teats ooald 
be applied to ascertain the presence of so small an amount 

- of lliis agent in tl)e liver, for it will he remembered that half 
a grain of the pure ethereal resin is a full dose. We cannot, 
then, aa Buckheim did with mercury, actually detect it in 
the liver of dogs to which it was given. But we can (and 
have by many careful experiments) ascertain that bile exists 
in verv large quantities m the alviue discharges of men and 
animals to whom the resin has been given ; and reasoning 
from good analogy^ we can assert that it has an active 
kgency upon the liver, because diseases of the Uver and 
buioua derangements are cured by ite operation. 
Ak. Mid. Tuus, Tou IT., No. 19. 



Agun, it is claimed for this medicine that it has a power- 
ftil iterative action. U«ng this word in its IVilleat sense, 
we cannot but acknowledge that it produces the effects 
claimed for it, for as the term is used it signifies medicines 
which alier for the better the stale of the system. From 
the action that the resin cxerta upon the blood we have 
seen that it stimulates tlie function and increases the secre- 
tion of various glands, in this way oliering the composition 
of lite blood itself, and becoming a blood medicine by the 
change it produoes in Uiat fluid by its true elimlnative 
action. 

It ia asserted by one practitioner that he has cured one 
hundred and twenty cases of syphilis with podophyllin, and 
tiiat it acta as wi^U as mercury, without any of its injurious 
effects. It is undoubtedly obvious to many obaervera that 
there ia a great decrease m the cases of ajphilis of the true 
Hunterian character, and that a great majority that now 
exist are readily cured without the use of mercury by 
good local and general treatment. Of such as these were 
no doubt tlie cases here spoken of. Let those cavil who 
will, but it is an indispatable fact that syphilis is of a 
milder character here than it was twenty five years ago; 
and the great majority of cases can be cured without any 
mercury, end podophyllin in mild cases of soft chancre 
would he better than most other remedies. 

Of its siali^gue action we have spoken in another place. 

It is to be regretted that so few physiological and chemi- 
cal experiments have been performed with this medicine, 
for without them we are to a great extent iporant of its 
true modus operandi. I have before promised you that 
with Dr. Elsberg's assistance I will at our earliest conveni- 
ence give to the public a work on New Remedies and their 
Therapeutical Application. Before that work is published 
I will endeavor to institute a series of experiments, so that 
we may be able to ^'ve a more full and ample account than 
I can now do, and with this explanation you will excuse 
me for leaving unsaid many things regarding it that you 
would otherwise have expected of me. 

£>ota, and Modet of Admirtiitratiim. — As the podophyllin 
made by different manufacturers differs in ita composition, 
the amount required for a dose will vary according to the 
sample that is taken. Again, it will vary in its action; for 
when the pure resin is taken alone it, acta more q^uickly, 
and produces more pun than when given in combination 
with some carminative or sedative. Of the samples that are 
in the market the full pui^tive dose for an adult will 
vary from one to three grains. The amount necessary to 
be taken will vary of course with the effects required to be 
produced. If an oMinary dose of "bilious medicine" is 
required for an adult man, a very good pill will be: — Podo- 
phyllin, two grains^ <:apaicuni, two grains; both finely 
powdered and well nibbed together, and made into a masa 
with a small amount of honey. This pill may be taken at 
bedtime, and will genervlly operate in the morning with- 
out causing much uneasiness. If a dose is required for a 
delicate &male a pill may be made in the following man- 
ner; — Podophyllin, dried carbonate of aodi^ each one grain; 
extract of hyoscyamoB, two grains. This will be moist 
enough to work into a niti, and may be !aken*t bedtime. 
It is difficult to get chilarcn to swallow pills. I therefore 
usually prepare a syrup in this manner : — Podophyllin, four 
grains; liquor potasss, uxteen minims; syrun of ginger, 
one lluid ounce. The podophyllin in fine powder is rubbed 
in a warm porcelain mortar with liquor polassffi, and as 
aaponi Rear ion takes place the syrup is gradually added. 
For a child from six to ten years old, the dose will be a 
leBspnonftil. There is one great objection to the ordinary 
podophyllin pills that are put up. They become so hard, 
and are so slowly dissolved in the stomach and intestines, 
that tliey frequently pass but little acted ufton. If pills are 
kept made up. as large a quantity of honey as possible 
should be the substance with which they are combined ; in 
the warmth and moisture of the stomach they are quickly 
dissolved. Whether the podophyllin is given in powder or 
pill it should always be brought to the finest possible 
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ECHETERBIA ON DELIBICM TREMENS, 



powder, for la thia state it produces less irntstioD and 
puD than ID a coarsely powdered stale, and thia holds 
good whether it acts first upon tbe stomach or upoD Ibe 
lower portion of the Bmall iotestines. I administered to a 
man about two hours after a meal two Kraios of coaisel; 

EDwdered commercial podophjrUlD iD a gelatine capsole that 
id been frequently dipped into a solulJon of maetich in 
chloroform. Ko eflect was Telt for thi«e and a half hours; 
it then produced severe griping pains in the lower portion 
of tbe small intestines, and a aee bilious evacuation, sa 
though it had acted upon the stomach and duodenum. 
The same dose, administered in the same manner in two 
celatine capsules coated in the same way, but the podophjl- 
un first made into a soap with caustic alkali, did not pro- 
duce the same tormina. Both of these methods of adminis- 
tration were tried several times, with the results above 
mentioned. Capsules coaled in this way are not dissolved 
in the stomach, and freely pass into tne small intestines, 
until the resinous substance is dissolved by the bile and 
pancreatic secretion; the same is no doubt frequently the 
case with dr^ podopbyllin pills, and it is also the case with 
podophyllin m powder, if administered in large quantities, 

Tbe most pleasant way of taking this medicine is in the 
double gelatine c^>su1es. In this way one or more capsules 
can be filled with the podopbyllin made into soap, and if 
necessary mixed with a carminative or stimulant 

If it is administered for diseases of Ihe kidneys I think it 
best to be given in a state of fine powder, and not in solu- 
tion or combination with any stimulant' it in tiiis manner 
acts more upon the bowels, and they relieve the kidneys. 

When given for its special action lo increase \he secretion 
ttom the hver, in chronic disorders of that organ, a very 
smdl doee, frequently repeated, will be found of more ser- 
vice than larger doses at longer interrala ; for if a large dose 
is taken it cannot be repeated in less than three or four days 
without acting too freely on the bowels ; wbereas, if a small 
doae is taken it may be repeated every few houre, and thus 
keep upilsconlinued mild action. I have a case of chronic 
hepatitis I am now treating, which has improved in a most 
satiafactory manner upon the use of cidd infusion of the bit- 
ter roots and amall doses of podopbyllin alone. The pills I 
have given in this instance ore tlius prepared:— Podopbyllin 
3 grains; dried carbonate of sods, 20 grains; pow'd catum- 
ba root, 30 gnuns ; honev, sufficient to make into a mass, 
to be divided into 24 pills. Each of these pills contains 
one-eighth of a grain ofpodophyllin, which the powdered 
calumba keeps in a fine state of division. Of these, one pill 
is taken every four hours, and thej produce an easy evacua- 
tion about every twelve hours. 

I see it stated in several books, that in case an overdose 
of podophyUin has been taken, lactic acid in the shape 
of sour milk is the proper antidote, if it was immediately 
discovered that an overdose had been taken this would be 
a very good remedy, because it would to a great extent 
prevent the absorption of the resmous matter, and cause it 
to spread itself over the coagulated casein, and thus render 
it easy of evacuation by an irritant emetic of sulphate of 
Bine or alum. But if an overdose ofpodophyllin had been 
taken long enough to bo absorbed,-! think that a person 
who would then administer sour milk would be guilty of 
gross malpracUce, for he woild be adding to the violence 
of the pain and tbe inflammotion of tlie mucous membrane 
bj givmg an acid. The proper treatment in such cases 
would be fuD and prompt doses of opium. In the griping 
nain. whi^K .« ^^^t.^^g cusod by medicinal doses of 



pains which i 

podophyllin, warm aniseed or ginger' tea generally '^"»es 

relief; but sometimes a dose of paregoric is required. 

There are some persons who cannot bear the use of po- 
dophyllin without combining it with an opiate ' it then acts 
kindly and well. 

Inchronic diseased of the liver I have found the com- 
bination of podophyllin and sub-niuate of bismuth of great 
service. Podophyllin. in poisonous doses, must cause vio- 
lent jnflammolion of llie stomach and intestines, especially 
of the mucous surface. 1 know of no antidote, but I should 



think, in addition U> the ordinary treatment for gaelro-ente- 
ritis, free use of the chalk mixture would be of service. 

Uany writers compare the action of podophyllin to that 
of jalap, others again think that it is more like scammony, 
and some compare its action with ccJocynth ; but we have 
seen that, however much it may resemble these remedies in 
some respects, it has an action of its own differing from 
either of them. Of its true physiologieal and -therapeutic 
action I have no doubt we have much yet to learn, and it 
will be my endeavor to present you more details of its action 
in the work I have promised you. 



Original Commttnirations. 

ON THE PROXIMATE CAUSE OP DELIRltTM 
TREMENS, 

WITH BaPEOUt. BETERGNCI TO TBI TREATHEirT 'OF THB PieUOK. 

Bt M. GONZALEZ ECHEVERRIA, M.D. 
Tbb frequent occurrence of delirium tremens does not seem 
to have done much towards establishing proper views of its 
character. Tbe symptoms are, for the most part, the only 
guides for treatment; the patbol<^cal aoatcm; of the dis- 
ease bebg not understood as it should be. Authorities con- 
cur in admitting that, when it supervenes upon a debauch. 
it is due to cerebral excitation or hyperemia, and to cerelH^ 
exhaustion or ootemia, when it occurs upon the withdrawal 
of tlie alcoholic stimulus, in those person^ accustomed to ' 
indulge freely in drinking. This latter statement is, indeed, 
utterly opposed to what we learn from a close investigation 
of the appearance of the brain ; for cerebral liypemmia is 
tlie proximate cause of delirium tremens in the first as well 
as in the second case, in which it happens in this wise; — 
The increased activity of circulation from constant alcoholic 
stimulus gives rise to a lengibening and dilatation of the 
cerebral luood -vessels. Now, as soon as the withdrawal of 
the stimulus diminishes the force of circulation, a stasis of 
blood takea place, and we liave cerebral hypenemia, the 
true source CH the mental disturbance. Moreover, we shall 
see that by areference to tbe symptoms which jwesenl them- 
selves, we are enabled to suspect this very nature of the 
changes undergone by ^e brain tissue. The attentive exa- 
mination of an intemperate man at once shows that, beudes 
his peculiar stammering, there is a manifest tremor; he may 
be able to control his movements, but never hisconsianC 
shaking.* These phenomena, even shght, afford undoubted 
evidences of the copgestiva state developed in the brain. 
This disposition to infiammalory congestion increasing, we 
find that the symptoms of delirium tremens become so 
identical with those of peri-encepholitis, that we are unable 
to distinguish the one disease from the otlier. The only 
difference I have observed, however, between them, is a 
fatty degeneration of the brain usually present after repeated 
attacks of delirium tremens, but which is not noticed by 
Calmeil in anj of tbe numerous cases of peri-encephalitis 
irted in his admirable work on lafiammatory DiaeoMt* 

tht Brain. 

While on this subject it is important to add that, what- 
ever its form, delirium is always caused by cerebral hyper- 
temia. This statement is at variance with the generally 
received opinion which considers soma of the oises as tbe 
result of onfemia of the brain. We have already, we hope, 
satiaTactorily explained the cause of hyperemia in delirinm 
tremens following upon wiUidrawal of the alcohoUc etimu- 
luB, and it is easy lo see why such a relation of couaa to 
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effect BbouU) alwaja exist.* But it msr be urged that 
debililating conditions are usually attended with that symp- 
tom. It must, nevertlieless, be remembered, that it is a 
taw of psthologj' that deficicDt nutrition is the ordinary 
Bource of sudden local congestions, and benco we find that 
deliriura often is a relapsing ^jmplom in the convalesce [ice 
of protracted fevenu Nothing is more common than cere- 
bral congestion with anemia, chlorosis, or with sjpliililie, 
rheumatic, cancerous, or any other cachexia. Vet, it might 
be ar^ed again, ths^ under the latter circumstances, deli- 
rium IB tJie effect of a cerebral tumor. It must, however, 
be borne in mind, that a tumor interfering with the brain 
'does not produce delirium, unless couKCSlJon or inflamma- 
tion be more or less extensively developed in the cerebral 
tissue connected witli the original disease. Even in atrophy 
of the brain, commonly attended with chronic delirium or 
mania, the liypL-raemic slate of the brun is evident in the 
dilatation and lengthening of its blood-vessels. Besides all 
these elinical facts, the researches of Kussmaul and Tenner 
conGnn, "that anemia of those pacts of the brain situated 
before the crura cerebri, produces unconsdousneas, insensi- 
bility, and paralysis in human beings ; if spasms occurwith 
these symptoms, some exciuble parts behind the thalami 
optici must have likewise undergone some change." 

The forms of dcliiium tremens which are fat^ after the 
first attacks, are rare, but repealed seizures of the disease 
become a powerful excitinr cause of a secondary diseased 
State, which is incurable. The cases of dementia and gene- 
ral paralysis, following chronic deliriuBi tremens, are indeed 
numerous. We are ut aware that intemperance is a main 
cause of insanity ; and although all oft repeated attacks of 
delirium tremens do not necessarlty bring on dementia and 
nrqpressive paralysis, yet they finally have a fatal is''ue ex- 
hibiting the symptoms and the post-mortem characters of 
peri-encephalitis. 

In simple cases the lesion does not go beyond a conges- 
tion, which may, however, induce an acuta inflammation in 
the brain. After repeated attacks, that congestiiDn gives 
place to stasis of blood, and hence the exudations impair- 
ing the structure of the organ, as also originating a decided 
subacute inflammatory condition, which brings on at last 
acute peri -encephalitis, or progressive paralysis and demen- 
tia. Such is the ordinary issue of delirium tremens; and 
these facta, which are established here as a deduction of 
pathological researches, were already foreseen by Calmeil. 
He suspected that repeated attacks of delirium tremens 
might cause, after some days, either inflammatory conges- 
tion or congestion with granular degeneration of the ence- 
phalic tissues. The attentive con»deration of several cases 
of acute diffuse peri-encephatilis, superveniDg'Upon alcoholic 
intoiii^tion, led him to this hypolhews, now sustiuned by 
post-mortem examinations. 

I have, on different occa^ons, studied the condition of 
the brain in delirium tremens, and fbund it very much re- 
sembling that of peri-en cephalitis. I will describe it here, 
as it existed in the case of a woman, a patient of Dr. T. Q. 
Thomas in Bellevua Hospital, who died on ihe 30th of last 
December. She died with symptoms of general paralysis, 
and it was ascertMned that she was at first taken sick with 
delirium tremens. The case being considered one of cere- 
britia, most likely brou^t on by alcoholic intoxication, by 
the request of Dr. Thomas, I examined the whole encepha- 
lon of this patient, about twenty-four hours aAer death. 
Themembranes were markedly congested; the arachnoides, 
increased in vascularity and uiickened, could be detached 
without tearing from the brain, both being firmly united 
through finecapillaryvessels. On detaching the membranes, 
the cerebral tissue remained adherent to it, the brain pre- 
aenljng afterwards a rugous surface. There v4ere patches 
of solid pua in soma places of the arachnoid cavity.t The 
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convolutions were stronglr marked and hardened. On 
slicing the brain the cortical substance was of a violet dis- 
coloration and a general puDcti form injection. In the optic 
thalami, the pons varolii, and the cerebellum, the discolora- 
tion was deeper, andtlie surface of the cut looked as if moist 
more than in any other place. The cerebro-splnal fluid was 
augmented in the ventricles, and of a reddish tint; the cho- 
roid plexuses yere much congested, and covered with yellow 
granulations formed of pus. Examined with the micro- 
scope, tlie cortical substance waslbund increased in vascu- 
larity and in myelocites; the amorphous matter, very 
abundant, was mixed wiUi granular corpuscles of exuda- 
tion, and brilliant fatty granuutions. Once the preparation 
treated with ether, Ihese latter disappeared, or more pro- 
perly, were united in large globules. The capillaries, vari- 
cose and iengtJiened, had tlieir coats charged with granular 
exudatioqs of a fibrinous nature. The white substance pre- 
sented s-similar alteration, although iu a less degree. The 
fatty degeneration seemed more advanced in the cortical 
substance of the anterior part of the cerebral hemispheres 
and in the cerebellum, than in any other. The cerebro- 
spinal fluid of the ventricles contained a great deal of granu- 
lar cells, blood globules, and crystals of beemaCoidine. 

I have recently observed the fatly degeneration of the 
brain remariuibly advanced in a portion of the cerebral 
hemispheres and in its adjoining membranes, sent to ma 
also by Dr. T. Q. Thomas. The cortical and white sub- 
stances had a light discoloration, and were harder than noi^ 
mal. The membranes were intimately united to the cere- 
bral tissue by capillary vessels penetrating into it. Under 
the microscope both tlie cortical and white substances 
appeared markedly granubtr. There were no granular 
cells, but the capillary vessels, irregularly distended, were 
quite masked by granular exudations. Most of the granu- 
lar elements were of a decidedly fatty nature. This change 
of the cerebral tissue was besides appreciated by Dr. Tho- 
mas, who informed me that the patipnt died of dchrium tre- 
mens at the Bellevue Hospital. 

Comparing the above changes of the brain with those it 
undergoes in peri-encephalitis, we will 6nd the same length- 
ening and dilatation of the capillary vessels, the same 
abundance of granular amorphous matter and granular 
cells, which, togetiiec with the thickening and adherence of 
the membranes, characterise the latter disease; the fatty 
subslilution being, therefore, the only peculiarity possessed 
by delirium tremens. It seems that the alcohohc intoxi- 
cation induces that morbid alwration in the organs, as the 
coincidence of chronic alcoholismus and fatty degeneration 
in the abdominal and thoracic viscera has been idso pointed 
ouL We are not able to state precisely' the period of delii- 
rium tremens in which this alteration in the brain com- 
mences, but it shows itselfat first in the anterior part of the 
cerebral hemispheres, in the optic thalami, and in the cere- 
bellum. I have observed it twice mostly localized in these 
two latter organs ; in one case in which the disease ended 
with violent convulsions, of real epileptic nature, the 
fatty degeneration was only found in the oblong medulla 
and the cerebellum. It is when the disease baa become 
chronic, and is of a low character, and when the patient 
sinks into a prolong^ tfate of coma, that we detect an 
advanced fatty degeneration in the encepbalon co-exiaiing 
with a like change in other viscera. 

It will be readily admitted, that it is not a little important 
for the treatment of delirium tremens to have a proper 
knowledge of ils proximate cause. The condition of the 
brain, however, is seldom uncomplicated with some de- 
rangement in llie digestive organs, just, as we rarely will 
observe acute delirium unacoompanied with some other 
inflammatory condition iu the thoracic or abdominal viscera. 
Nevertheless, this pathological state of the otlier viscera ia 
one of Uie epiphenomena in delirium tremens, and tends to 
modify the general treatnieiit in no small d pree. Ilence 
we see that often emrtics and cailiarlii^s full to acl aa spe- 
cifics fur delirium tremens. There is no doubt, however, 
that the exhibition of emetics may afford relief in violeut 
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csMB of delirium tremens, as tliey do in other apoplectic 
conditioDB of the brain, but they are far from being specific 
Agents. It is unnecegxarj to speak ofantiphlopi^tjcs ; their 
dunger is sufficiently obvious, and lliey provjp highly perni- 
cious, if there are no evident symptoma of acute peri-ence- 
phalitis. Nor are the claims of narcotics upon our confi- 
dence, and the reputation tliey weually enjoy, more trust- 
worthy. Opium, which ia the most praised, administered 
in severe altacks, does not quiet the patient, unless its dose 
be very large, and frequently the rest it produces is then 
followed by coma, the precursor of death. Neither does ila 
free exhibition bring any poaiUve relief during the period 
of eicitation in simple cases of delirium tremens, for il 
^nerally happens thai the patient pas.<<es from the alcoholic 
intoiicalion into that by opium, which may also prove 
fatal. The properly opium tass of congesting the nervous 
centres could not make ue expect any better effects ; there 
IB, however, a time in delirium tremens in whieh opium 
certainly has a marked benefit, as a stimulant to sustain the 
patient when the disease has exhausted itself. Throughout 
the other periods that remedy has very, uncertain if not un- 
favonible effects. Belladonna, ergot, digilalis, and other 
direct sedatives of the circulation may be more effectuaJ 
than opium to forestall the cerebral congestion ; as to ergot, 
it has been often used by Dr. 0. H. Smith, who looks upon 
it almoit as a ipecijk /or maniit d potn. To pretend, nevei- 
theloss, that delirium tremens can yield in all the cases to an 
•invariable treatment, or that a single remedy, aucb as 
opium, ipecac, ergot, etc., etc, must be exclusivelv used in 
them, is surely an error. Whatever be the beneficial 



results each of these a 
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they indeed do great mischief if administered in a loose and 
indefinite manner. The opposite properties of these nume- 
rous specifies would of themselves be enough to create dis- 
tJTiat in their absolute efficacy, if a more powerful evidence 
was not besides afforded in the character of the disease itself. 
Unprejudiced experience proves that in the vast majority of 
uncomplicated cases the expectant trealment is the most suc- 
cessfuland the only rational one. It is then essential to avoid 
restraint ssmuch as possible; the use of the strail-jacket al- 
ways increases therestlessness of the patient, from the efforts 
he makes to free bimaclf from it. On the other band, uncon- 
trolled exertion of movements in a cool and well ventilated 
room, constantly has abeneficial result; and joined with the 
exhibition of acidulated effervescing draughts with ammo- 
nisi sesquicarb, gr. x. to xvjij,, to calm the irritable sto- 
mach, speedily improves the condition of the patient. The 
treatment, po directed, does not lost longer than any 
Other method. Of course we need not state that emetic, 
purgative, and the antiphlogistic means should be era- 
ployed when we have to contend with an inflammatory or 
an abdominal form of the disease. In repeated attacks, 
when delirium tremens freely assumes the characters of 
peri-encephalitis, the treatment must be energetic. The 
reBtoftttioii to health is very rare, and even then is aim- 
I^y temporary, because the brain is deeply injured. Under 
these circumstanees the antiphlogistic treatment is of advan- 
tage, as also cold applications to the head, which repeatedly 
used are followed with marked benefit, especially if resorted 
to after local bleeding by leecbeg"at the back of the ears. 
If any infiammatory condition exists besides in the tho- 
ir abdominal organs, jt deserves early and close attcn- 



long, as they may prove highly exhausting. Once the 
source of inflammation removed attention should be paid to 
diet, in order to improve the altered condition of the ner- 
TOUS centres. But, as already stated, it is not frequent to 
meet with chronic cases of delirium tremens completely re- 
covering; generally they are succeeded by dementia and pro- 
gressive genera! paralysis, and not seldom by epileptic fits. 

The free indulgence in spirits may be a source, of other 
disturbances in the nervous system, aside from those which 
give rise to attacks of delirium tremens. InlemperHnce has 
an important share in the {etiolo^ry of chronic innamniatory 



diseases of the brain, and in the so-calkd white softening 
of the nervous system. It may, liesides, produce other 
phenomena resembling those in shaking palsv, such as a 
general tremor with thickness in the speecn, headache, 
weakness in the limbs, and disturbances in the digestive 
functions. This train of symptoms may present relapnng 
exacerbations, most likely induced by subacute inflamma- 
tory congestion of the brain, and which are precursors of 
progressive paralysis and frequently of epileptic fits, having 
a dreadful form. The falty degeneration which is observed 
upon chronic cases of delirium tremens, and the well known 
advantages of (be iodide of potafsium in white sofleoing of 
the cord, lilfewise due to a fatty degeneration of the organ, 
suggested to me the idea of trying that remedy in order to 
forestall the effects of the above morbid condition. I have 
employed the iodide of potassium m the two cases recorded 
further on. Although in one of tbem the improvement 
WS3 temporary, it is, however, evident tliat the remedy had 
control upon the disease. I will not draw any general 
deduction from those cases, neither will I pretend to ei- 
pl^n the manner in which io<lide of potassium acts under 
these special circumstances. Whetlier it determines the re* 
sorption of the fatty elements occasioning a new develop- 
ment of normal ones, or whether it has any other iufluence, 
it is a question which yet remains to be solved. 

Case I.— R. F., mt. 49, applied to me the 18lh of Juno 
last. He is a mechanical engineer, a lall stent man, of dark 
complexion and verr active in his habits. For the last 
eight veara he has iKed in the West Indies, and indulged 
himself too freely in beer and apirita. He had twice gonor- 
rhea before being married, but never had syphilis; is (be 
father of three children, and his wife has never miscarried. 
He hod been subject for Ihe last two years to constant hf ad- 
sclie,vrith nausea almost every morning, andobstinate consti- 
pation. To avoid these symptoms he had taken repeatedly 
al! kinds of purgatives, and lastly some doses of wine of 
ipecac. Since last December he suffered from formication 
and weakness in the limbs, and from more violent headache. 
About the end of April, on his journey to this country, he 
drank very freely, and the day after bis arrival in this city 
he became feverish, very restless, and a little delirious. 
These symptoms subsidcQ with a purgative treatment and 
tepid baths ; but ever since he was very excitable, sleepless, 
and felt at times a tremor in his limbs and difficulty in the 
speech. On examining, I found that the limbs were not 
wasted, their temperature was normal ; all the moTcmcnts 
were perfcclly executed, but he could not gra.=p stronply 
with tlie left hand, nor stand steady on the left leg. If the 
eyes were closed while standing, he seemed to lose at once 
his equilibrium and was all the time unsteady. There was 
some degree of anteBthesia In (he legs; their reflex move- 
ments, however, seemed increased. The left pupil was 
more dilated than the.rigbt, but sight was unimpaired.. The 

? leech was thick and the intellectual faculties were dull. 
he tongue coated and the appetite lost. The pulse was 
rather frequent and soft {88S. No moibid sound in the 
heart; its beating was, nevertheless, weak and scarcely per- 
ceptible to the hand. The patient had never had rheuma- 
ti,=m nor any other du'CE-^e, except tlie yellow fever. I 
tried his urine the 19lh of June; it was acid, pale, and con- 
tained ft smali'quantity of albumen. 

I advised the patient to abstain from beer, and only drink 
some dry wine with hia meals, to regulate bis diet, and to 
take gr. v. of iodide of potassium in half an ounce of inf. 
calumbiE, thrice a day, half an hour before meats. He was 
likewise directed to drink iced-lemonade in ibe daytime, and 
to take every other day a tepid bath with four ounces carb. 
potasste, in prder to increase the functions of Ihe skin. In 
two months the patient was so much improved with this 
treatment that he thought himself cured; I advised him, 
however, to pursue this plan for a longer period and not to 
drink again tu excess. The 23d of September last the im- 
provemant was still maintained, but having returned to 
Cuba and resumed there his irregular babils, I have becD 
informed that he bad lately a sudden epileptic fit which has 
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been followed ^llb decided Bjmptoins of geoent paralysis 
and furious mania. 

Case II.— Tlie 26th of last August, I was called h> attend 
t woman, at. 38, Dative of Ireltad. She was married; and 
two inontha previous U> the above date, was delivered of a 
dead child eight months old, and flowed then profuselj for 
a few days. She has been three other times pregnant, 
alwajs miscaiTjting before the term of her geatatioEL She 
never had sjpbiliuc disease, but stated that bur husband 
had been troubled with *eertt datattt, which had made 
her very unhappy. Grieved from this cause, she had, for 
the last two years, addicted herself to the.habit of drinkiug 
brandy and beer. A month before sbe suddenly became 
insensible and much convulsed, but did not bite her tongue; 
she was then for several hours drowsy, and ever since has 
had headache, with giddiness and wealcneas, tremor, and 
also nambness in the lower limbs. Her mensCrualion had 
not yet been re-established, and there were present Icucor- 
rhcea and pain in the loica. Three days before, during the 
evening, she was taken with another attack of convu&ion, 
followed by slight delirium, which lasted twelve hours ; the 
foUowiog day Mie was restless, and whenever she was raised 
Tomiijng supervened. The day I saw her she was better. 
bnt complained of violent hea<Jache, was still drowsy, ana 
though at times delirious was, nevertheless, perfeclly con- 
scious. The skin was hot and moist, especially in the fore- 
head: the pulse frequent and soft (105); respiration 
about 30 ; pupils contracted ; tongue coated with a whitish 
fur ; there wae no vomiting, ana constipaljon had existed 
for these four last days. The power and sensibility of the 
limbs seemed impaired, the left arm was weaker than the 
right, as she conld not grasp with the Tcft hand ho well as 
with the right None of the Unibs were wasted, and they 
exhibited a constant slieht tremor. The speech was tbick, 
and the patient was slow in her answers. The neck of 
the uterus, enlarged and very sensitive, 'was the seat of 
an ulcer bleeding at the slightest touch. 

I looked upon all these symptoms as the result of a sub- 
acute inflammatory congestion of the brain, induced by the 
abuse of alcoholics, and moat likely aeated in the vicinity 
of the oblong medulla, on account of the convulsive cha- 
racter of the disease. A purgative with the citrate of 
magnesia was at once prescribed ; as also constant applica- 
tions of ice to the heai^ and warm bottles to the feet. Iced 
lemonade to drink was given aHer the bowels had been re- 
lieved. The purgative acted freely, and the condition of 
the patient was much improved in the evening—'the pulse 
came down to 86, and the skin was pretty nearly natural I 
put the patient then on the iodide of potassium, live grains 
in half an ounce of decoction of bark every four hours. 
She was dfrected the day after to take some beef-tea, and 
a table-spoool'ul of wliiskey three times a day ; and although 
her condition continued to be better, it was not until the 
third week from the beginning of the treatment that the 
symptoms in the limits decadeoty began to yield. Menstru- 
ation appeared on the second month. While the above 
remedies were eihployed, the uterine ulcer was also tieated 
with local applications of perchloride of iron and the 
niti-ate of silver, alternately employed onoe a week, toge- 
ther with injections of fresh water morning and evening. 
The use of iodide of potassium gr. v. Ibnce a day, was 
oersevered in for six months, the patient had left her in- 
:«mperate habita, and as sbe had not been troubled up to 
this date with any other nervous disturbancea, it was fair 
to suppose that the iodide of potassimn stopped the morbid 
change which was very Ukely nndei^ne by the nervous 
centre*. 

This case is alao interesting on account of the influence 
which syphilis in the husband had to produce the repeatot] 
miscarriages. 1 have not been able to ascertain if m any 
of the different times the fcetus was bom with external 
evidences of ayphilis; and I thmk that the mother was not 
iolected with it, tKcause she did not present any of the 
secondary or tertiary symptoms of the diaeasa. It is other- 
wise certain that f^pbilis becomes the sonrce of nervous 



disturbances which may be mistaken for those brought 
on by the abuse of alcoholics. The distinction between 
them may be, however, ea^y made. II is important ta 
bear in mind the age of the patient, for cerebro-svphililio 
diseases frequently occur at an earher period uf life than 
those due to any other causes. The nervous disturbancea, 
and seconda^ or tertiary signs of syphilis, always accom- 
pany each other; besides, and this is a very essential cha- 
racter, with progressive syphilitic paralysis there is usually 
some impairment m the functions of the muscles of the 
eye, or of the eye itself (sclero-choroiditis, cedema of the 
retini^ atrophy of the p^illa, etc.), whereas, in paralysis 
fh>m insanity, or chronic slcobolismus, the functions of the 
eye are seldom involved, those of the tongue being mostly 
affected. Another difference is likewise observed in the 
characters of the headache: this symptom in both disaasefl 
may becQme more intense dijring tlie night, but with 
syphilis almost always it happens that the pain has a fixed 
and constant position, commonly in the forenead ; whilst in 
the other cases it is diffuse, and does not exhibit so con- 
stantly the nocturnal exacerbation, nor the extreme violence 
of syphilitic headache, besides accompanied with pain in 
the bones, vertigo, affections in the throat, and generally 
incomplete paralysis. 



REMARKS UPON DIPHTHKRIA. 
Bt EZRA M. HUNT, M.D., 

{OoiiUittitd/rom.pat4 S43.) 

Ik the internal local treatment the probuig is to be sbhorrad. 
If, as in this case, you sbe the exudation early enough drcum- 
scribe it with a stivng solution of nitras argent), applied by 
means of a large hur pencil, such as you may get at a depot 
of ardsts' materials or of some druggists. We doubt whetner 
this caustic is of any v^ue operating only upon or through 
the exuded membrane. The best gargle we are acquaioted 
with is one made of salt, vinegar, mols8se& Cayenne pepper, 
and water, in proportion about as follows: — Chlorid. 
sodil 3j.; aoeti acidi diluti 3j.; treacle 3ij.; pulv. cap- . 
sici 3j- ; aqu» pune, q. s. To be use^ frequently, but with 
out straining the throat by prolonged use. A stimulating 
gai^le like this we have found of great value in the angi- 
nose variety of scarlatina, and it is equally serviceable here, 
as there is no tendency to dynamic inflammatory action, 
but even the inflammatory tendency is typhoid. Wbera 
tliere is marked foetor which the internal medicines and this 
do not obviate, as rarely occurs, Labarraque's solution, chlo- . 
rate of potash, or brewer's yeast, may be freely used. A 
saturated solution of tannin or alum is a favorite gai^le.wilh 
some. We deem theae of little value except duni^ the 
early formative stage of the membrane. Here, by its con- 
striction, it may act mechanically to corrugate ^e throat 
aad break up the attachment of (he membrane, or aa soma 
think speciGcally as a preventive of exudation. 

ExlerQally counter-irritation is desirable, and here in tha 
country a shce of well sailed fat pork produces about as 
pleasantly and rapidly as is desirable a p^>ular eruption all 
sufficient Over enlarged glands we have, in common with 
others, used Lugol's solution, but in bad cases it scarcely 
acts rapidly enough to produce its specific effect Such are 
the general and Local plans of treatment which we beUoT* 
to furnish the best hope of recovery. I formerly used the 
mineral acids quite freely, but in some cases they eeemed 
to me to impair the tone and power of the digestive organs, 
and to prolong a eobsequent aniemic condition. I have 
seldom found the murias Unctura ferri administered as 
above, and still more diluted if need be, to dis^;ree. The 
well established value of the chlorate in stomatitis, ptya- 
lism, and other forms of constitutional affections of an ady- 
namic character with local manifestations, and the benefit 
of the muriate in erysipelas, scarlet fever, and such low 
grade inflammations, would lead us to anticipat« some valua 
irora ^them in this kindred disease, and lAey do not di»- 
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appoint us ia the only true test of ifeatment Chemistry 
csnDot eipUin it, Tor whether the chlorine acts as a disin- 
fectant, or th« chlorate of potash as a tonic (Tullj and 
Percy, good authorities, denj it), we cannot determine, or 
wbeUier the muriate is decomposed, and at once adds itself as 
an important constituent to the blood, we are not sure, but 
they (to aid in the control or abatement of the disease. Nor 
■ is Uie opiate to be undervalued. There is astonishingly 
litlle tendency in this disease to death by coma, except 
where the swelling of the glands retards circulation, or 
where mechanical closure about the laryngeal region inter- 
feres with respiration. The ailment in its start has a pro- 
minent nervous element, and the latidanvm, acting first as 
a atimulant as in hiemorrhage, then as a sedative and sooth- 
ing an escited circulation, procuring sleep in the midst of 
reatlessness, used judiciously Kid in early stages, is of no 

Those cases in which there is no very extensive depoait 
in the fauces, and yet in which the whole system seems 
prostrated, and the powers of digestion and assimilation 
pvatly impaired, though not rapidly fatal, yet not unfre- 
4}uently after three or lour weeks wear out the lifi: of the 
little sufferer, and for successful treatment require of the 
physician strict attention to all dietetic rules and laws of 
aigestion as well as (o the administration of medicines 
strictly so called. Milk, eggs, and the most easily a&-imi- 
-lated food must be provided, care being taken to give the 
stomach proper intervals of rest; stimulants will need 
ot^ner to be used instead of food nutrients; vegetable bit- 
ters, such as wormwood, Euiham'e tincture, etc., may avail 
where quinine will seem to disagree. Milder ciialybeales. 
saoh as Blancard's pills, etc^ may he required, and withal 
the best sanitary and hygienic measures combined. Bathing 
the surface with warm brandy and milk, cod-liver oil, or 
■ome other nutrient material, may enable the skin to help 
in the work of regeneration, and Uius all reasonable means 
must be used to wear out the disease before it does (he 

Of malignant diphtheria the following case is a type : — In 
a family in which a child had been several days sick of the 
' second form, a little giri of eight sumtners complained one 
Sabbath afternoon of a little soreness of the throat. A 
casual examination in paseing exhibited some diffused red- 
ness of the fauces, without any exudation whatever, but as 
the pulse was frequent, and nervous for fear of the disease, 
chlorate of potash was prescribed. On Monday morning the 
glands about the neck were enlarged, tlie tonsils swollen, 
and slight points and strings of exudation sprinkled all over 
one tonsil. Constitutional symptoms were intense, indicate 
ittg the active use (^ remedies. Tuesday morning (he 
throat was enormously swollen, deglutition difficult, pulse 
not rallied, the throat and palatine aich covered witli eiu- 
datitm, extremities purple and cold; death master. The child 
lived until Thursday mining, all the time sensible, at inter- 
vals playing with iu toys, but pulseless several hours before 
its death. I know no treatment for such a case except to 
call to our aid all the dynamics which our art can furnish ; 
and though I have great faith in medical progress I expect 
not to see such an ailment manageable until maUgnant 
scarlatina, concrete variola, typhoid pneumonia, and the 
plague, become suligect to the powers that be. 

As to the importance of prophylactic means, and tlieir 
■railability, our confidence in Ihem is continually increased. 
The first cases in a family are genernlly the most malignant; 
and where chloride of lime, tar simmered over a fire, and 
care used about the residence, and chlorate of potash, good 
food, Sundance of salt, and placidity of mind are advised, 
the ailer cases seem quite manageable. It has never hap- 
pened to me to lose any case occurring in a family after 
•uch a course had been fully initiated, and*! believe it our 
duty in every case to enforce such a course. 

In connexion with this disease, no far as hypothesis is 
concerned, it is proper to inquire whether the morbid poi- 
son of the disease, whatever it may be, does not operate 
by destroying or enfeebling the cohesive or solvent proper- 



ties of the blood by depriving it of its salts, or in some war 
rendering them inert "The use of the saline matter, 
says Carpenter, " is evidently in part to prevent decompo- 
sition in the circulating bloo'd." It almost seems as if some- 
thing the same process of separation takes place as when 
blood is drawn from the body, and aa here certain salts 
retard the separation, bo may not these remedies used act 
upon the circulating fluid of the system? Has any minute 
chemical examination of the blood been made in connexion 
with iliphtheria in order to determine whether any change 
has taken place in the saline constituent? Does the swell- 
ing of the glands aliotit the neck depend upon the absorp- 
tJon of the membrane found about the fauces? Some have 
advocated active interference with it on this ground, but 
it seems to us that, as in bilious and other fevers, such 
enlargement is not a result of absorption from tlie locality, 
but only an indication aa lo the fact of the lymphatic system 
being affected by the virulence of the poison. 

As to the sequels of diphtiieria, they furnish material fof 
much remark, but ns we have met with none of them save 
antemia, not very persistent, and slight local paralysis about 
the voice organs, we shall leave these to be elaborated by 
those of larger experience in this direction. 
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SiHM an early period in surgery, surgecsis have recog- 
nised the importance of selecting such points for amputa- 
tion of the lower extremities, as were best adapted lo tha 
application of arlificid limtw. Many of the authors of 
works on surgery have given such points aawereconadered 
best adapted to the artificial limbs made at that time, but 
the great improvements which have bren made in artificial 
liml» have materially changed the old points of election ; ' 
therefore this subject demands the attention of surgeons 
generally. 

In accordance with the high state of perfection now at- 
tained in the construction of artificial limbs, all amputations 
performed on the foot should be anterior to the insertion of 
tiie flexors of the foot. The operation known aa "Cho- 
part's," severs the flexors of the foot, and should never be 
performed under any circumstances whatever. The moment 
the flexors are severed, the extensors, having no antago* 
nists, draw the heel upward, extend the foot on the leg, and 
cause the amputated surface to point almost dit«clly down- 
ward. Thia deprives the patient of all power to use the 
remaining porlion of the foot, and also renders him incapa- 
ble of wearing a useful substitute. I am aware that, to 
obviate thisdilficulty, some surgeons have severed the tendo- 
schillifi, but that has proved ineffectual ; it is only a partial 
relief at best. Therclore aniputation at this point renders 
the patient a hopeless cripple. The wound is slow to heal, 
alwayt tender, often ulcerating, and the remaining portion 
of tlie foot is generally a curse to the patient aa lung as he 
lives, unless he submits to a secondary amputation. 

It is but a short time since the Prof, of Surgery in the 
Geneva Medical College performed secondary amputation 
for such a patient This patient has had the lendo-achi|liB 
cut twice, and then made an unsuccessful effort to wear a 
substitute constructed by a noted firm in New Yoi^ citj, 
but at last, to better hia condition, was obliged to submit to 
re-amputation, (See cut. Fig, 5, ujfctcA rtpreient* a ttujnp 
after " Chopari'i optraiion.") 

Amputation through the ankle^oint by sawing through 
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the malleoli, known «s,"S;me's operatioD," is leaa objec- 
tionable; still, Rince (bo )irtl6cial leg bts been brought to 
Buch perfectioti, there are rewune which wdgh heavilj 
wainat thia operation. The aakle-joint in the artiScJal leg' 
should correspond with the one of the natural leg, but can- 
not in this case, and be conatnictcd after the most aoproved 
plan, on account of the length of the tibia and fibuk. 

The lower portions of the bones occupy space whitji is 
needed for the artificial joint. (See cuts, Figs. 1, 2, and 3.) 
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For ampntatjons below the knee, the corda C, Kg. 1, have 
to be shortened according to the length of the stump, until 
the springs, S, rest on the plane seen just above the tall B, 
and cannot conveniently be placed any lower. This illus- 
trates the necessitj' of removing at least the enda of the 
tibia and fibula. 

To {»t a good fit with an artifidlal limb, the Stump should 
beconical,oratleaatit should not be larger at the end than 
it ie higher up, as it rendera a portion of the interior of the 
artificial too targe, if made l«i^ enough to- allow the bul- 
bous extremity to pass throurti. (Stt cut Fig. 6, which 
repraenU a ttitmp after " Syme » optralion." Or if the leg 
is made to lace up, even then the ankle is neoessarilj bi^ 
and clumsy. 

It has been anppoeed that by this i^)eraUon the patient 
would be able to lake the most if not all his weight upon 
the end of the stump, but the oases which I have seen do 
not sustain the suppoaition. I have net seen one that could 
support the whole wei^t on the end of the stump, though 
a few could sustain some, not enough, however, to counter- 
balance the difierence in the substjtutea ; while others could 
not bear any more than those who are amputated higher 
up. Therefore, when amputation becomes necessary whiii 
would sever the flexors of the foot, it should be performed 
a sufficient distance above the ankle-joint, to admit of an 
artificial substitute with an ankle-joint of the most perfect 
conatructkin now attained. 

The junction of the middle and lower third of the tibia 
is the lowest point at which amputation of the leg can be 
performed, and give sufficient room for the construction of 
a good, substantia], and graceful artificial limb, with an 
ankle-joint of the most recent improvement it alto givt§ 
a itump of a* mixA ^engik tuuof any ttmice to the patient, 
therefore the junction of the middle and lower third of the 
tibia should be the firtt point of daeHon whenever thi 
flexors of the foot cannot bf saved. (SeepoirW 
Itg, eut Fig. 4.) 



An artificial leg, with lateral motion at the ankle-joint, 
will bear a stump of greater length, widi comfort to the 



patient, than one which baa no lateral motion at the ankle. 
The teatimony of thoee who have undergone re-ampot«tion 
is, that with a vei^ long stump and an artifidal leg which 
bad no lateral motion at the ankle, tfaej suffered much more 
from the cramping and prying of the stump against the 
ndes of the leg when they stepped on any uneven surface, 
than they did after re-amputation, with a stump of leas 
length. The fact that the junction of the lower and middle 
thirds of the tibia gives a stump of as much length as is of 
any service to the patient, is important in this connexion. 
Then from this point the sureeon sbould not recede unless 
compelled by necessity. He should contest every inch 
until driven to the knee-joint. But he should never operai« 
through the knee-joint, as nothing is inuned by it, while 
much is kwrt^ because the end of the fennir will occupy 
space which is needed for the conatruction of an artificial 
knee-joint True, an artificial joint has and can tie made in 
this caae, but not near aa durable and comely aa when the 
condyles of the femur are removed. The size of the con- 
dyles makes the end of the stump too large, and the tame 
objection arises as in " Syme's operation."' 

If the femur is sawn through just above the condyles, the 
stump assumes a conical form, and the end of the bone no 
long^ prpsents any obstacle to the construction of an arti- 
ficial jomt of the most modem improvement Then for 
amputation of the thigh, the point of election is just above 
the condyles of the femur. From this point upward the 
surgeon should contest every indi with redoubled vigor. 
And the higher compelled to go, the greater the value 
of every item of feniur saved. 

Kns ov optSATioit. 
In the use of artificial legs no weight is ever taken on 
theendof the stump -in &ct, nothing is allowed to lovcftthe 
end of the stump. Bat on the ades it is just the reverse. 
Hie artificial leg encases the stump, and more or lees prea- 
■nre is taken on alt sides, particulariy anterioriy and pos- 
teriorly. The stump is used as a lever to operate the arti- 
ficial teg, and at every step there is considerable pressure on 
the anterior surface in carrving the leg forward, and then it 
is transferred to the posterior surl^uie, just as the weight of 
the body is being carried forward on to the leg. Tbaa 
there is a pressure altematelv on these two surfaces at every 
step. Baddea this, with a leg in which there is no lateral 
motion at the aulde-joint, there is more or less erampinp 
and prying of the stump against the sides of the artificial 
leg whenever the foot ia placed on an inclined plane, or one 
ride happens to be placed on any inequality, such as a stick 
or stone, or uneven ground of any kind. Now as the cica- 
trix is always tender and eensilive, it becomes necessary 
that in amputating the lower extnmitiea^ the lurgeon 
should choose the kind of operation which will best protect 
the stump on all sides, particularly the anterior and pcste- 
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The opereUon which fulBle ihcM indicttjoiu beat, is the 
dotihleflap, the flaps beiog autero-pmterior. 

ir the flaps are taken from the anl^ro-posterior surbcea, 
they lap over the end of the bone or bones, and protect the 
edges by means of sound healthy iuteguinents in all cases, 
and in many by a cushion of muscle. This brings the cica- 
trix across the end of the stump, where nothing can touch 
or injure it when weanng an artificial leg. Very small 
portions of the cicatrix may in some cases pass up on the 
aides laterally, but not enough to be of any account in the 
use of an artificial leg with lateral motion at the ankle-joint, 
as that prevents all lateral cramping or prying against the 
sides of the stump. 

The single flap operation is decidedly bad, because it 
often, if not BtwayH,brinp the cieatrii just across the edge 
of the bone, vhere from its senutiveness it seriously inter- 
feres with the use of an artificial leg. 

The circular operation would, at firet sight, appear to 
fulfil every indication, as it is alike on all sides, but unfor- 
tunately, instead of pro(«cting all sides, it is really just the 
revene. As soon as the weight of the body is placed upon 
the stump with a circular operation, the whole musculej' 
OOToriog, with the int^gnment, glides upwards in a body; 



■ides are really protected on neither. Thus it is seen that 
the irnttn-poiterioT flap operation is TBI Operation, 
performed, whenever the snrgeon has the privitege of 
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ITBW TORE EYE INPIRBtAET. 

STAFBYLOHA OORNEit, 

inra aaa Aim rxharks, 

Bi HKBraT D. HOTES, M.D., A8BI8TABT SXntGXON. 
Tbi surgical proceedings in cases of staphyloma comen 
are three in number, namely, iridectomy, ablation of the 
staphyloma, and esiorpAtion of the globe. I offer the 
fi>llowiog lUuatrationa <rf two of these methods, with 
remarks upon the merits and soplicability of the aeveral 
^eraiions. I may obeerre that there have been two case* 
of ablation of staphyloma under the care of Dr. John H. 
HintoD, of which one cue never returned after the opera- 
tion, and of the other, note* were not retained. One of 
them, at least, made a good, although slow recove ry. 

I.— Staphyloma ; Eatirpation of CTo6<.— Virginia C, ret 
11. For tour years has had successive attacks of keratitis 
of the left eye, until b^ repeated ulceration the cornea, 
■oflened and tiiinned, yielded to the pressure of the ocular 
fluids. The staphyloma is globular in form, of a dead- 
white color, not «o large as to prevent ihe complete clo- 
sure of the lida. The conjunctiva and sclerotic are in a 
state of congestion, and the opposite eye is also reddened. 
Lwhrymation from both eyes is constant. The staphyloma 
being total, the cornea in a state of chronic inflammation, 
and the protrusion being great, precluded the hi^« of 
redocing the staphyloma by iridectomy. The subacute 
inflammatJon of the conjunctiva of both eyes was a suCB- 
cient reason against Ae additional risk of inflammation, 
which would follow the ablation of the staphyloma. 1 
therefore proceeded to extirpation of the globe. On the 
ninth day patient left the Infirmary, the healing of the 
tisBuee not being quite perfect, but she had been going 
about the wards for a week. The conjunctivitis of the 
Other eye diBa(^>eBred spontaneously; all that remained to 

niire treatment was slight ophthalmia tarsi. At the 
of a fortnight an artificial eye could be worn. I 
might multiply instanees like the above, but Uiey would 
have great uniformity of history and result. I 



II, — Staphyloma Corwa; Eernia Iridii; IridtcUmy ; 
Ctae. — Sailor, Bt. 32. Eight yfcara ago an injury of the 
right eye produced opacity of the cornea with anterior 
synechia oithe iris. lb January he came to ihe Infirmarjr 
having keratitis with hypopium. He was treated with 
tonics, solution of atropine gr. ij. ad aquam |j. fVedy 
employed, paraoenteiis practised several times, and he 
recovered. After a month a relapse took place, keratitis 
with hypopium, and also ulceration of the cornea. This 
attack was more distinctive than the preceding, the hypo- 

fiium greater, and the ulceration penetrating to the deep 
ayera of the cornea. The hypopium disappeared, but 
although the acute symptoms abated, congesljen of the 
anterior ciliary vessels continued, and the cornea began to 



bulge forwards. This gradu^ly increased, and at the apex 
of the prominence the iris began to amicar in the form of a 
small black vesicle. The eitnision of Uie iris and staphy- 
loma of the cornea increased in spile of atropine and para- 
centesis. I determined upon performing iridectomy. I 
excised a section of the upper part of £e iris, through a 
wound a quarter of an inch long, made in the sclerotic one 
line from and parallel to the limbus cornee, A Utile htemor- 
rhac^ took place into the anterior chamber. The operalion 
slighlJv aggravated the previous sclerotic injection. The 
wound in healing continued prominent for several days. 
A fter forty-eight hours the prominence of the cornea had 
abated, the iris no longer protruiled. Three weeks after- 
wards all hypertemia has disappesred, the cornea is flatter 
then natural, no trace of. hernia iridis is to be seen. 
Through the opening made in the iris, patient can di»- 
cem iirge objects, the corneal opacity growing thinner. 

III. — Partial Siop^oma of Comm ; Irididomy. — I in- 
troduce another case, which did not occur in the Infirmary. 



gradual growth for twenty years, and was the result of 
ulceration of the cornea in childhood. The prominenoe 
was densely white, acuminated, it* base probably three- 
sixteenths of an inch in diameter. It arose dose to (he 
sclerotic border, while the rest of the cornea was trana- 
parent, the pupil circular and contractile. Minute vesiclea, 
tike sudamina, occasionally formed npon the apex of tb« 
staphyloma, snd were the cause of considerable irritation. 
The staphyloma was increasing very gradually. Tiaion 
waa iuch as to nad N*. 14 (Jaeger) or Pwagon type. 
There was no general hvpenemia of sderolic, while a few 
lai^e vessels raa towards the Bta{>hyloma. 

I suggested and performed iridectomy, doing it at tlia 
upper part of the irii, the wound being in the sclerotic 
one line from the corneal edge. The eye was closed with 
isinglass plaster, which was renewed on the second day, 
snd finally removed on the fourth day. No pain, oedema 
of lids, nor inflammation followed the operation. There 
had been no bleeding into the anterior chamber. A week 
afterwards the eye was free of congestion, the staphyloma 
was evidently Batter than before. On the eleventh day 
Ihe lady was able lo come to my office, and (he prominenca 
of the staphyloma is gmduelly diminishing. 

IV. — Stephyl(ma of Cornea; Iridedomy ; StgipuratiiMt 
of QJobt; £kUrpalion.~l present the following case, be- 
... .. ._.. :__ :_ g^ygpj points, and showing what 



granular conjunctivitis with pannus of the comeK, o 

the Infirmary in February. After two mmiths' treatment, 
consisting of generd Ionics, atropine in the eyes, and tr. 
iodine to the forehead, the acute symptoms of keratitiB 
passed away. Photophobia, ladirymation, pain, oongestioii 
of the sclerotic disappeared, while the opacity of the cor- 
nea began to clear up. No nitrate of silver was employed, 
(he corneal inflsromation utterly forbidding, in my c^inion, 
the employment of it or of any irritant The left conte* 
was in a state of total staphykjma, the elevation not very 
large^ but deeply opaque, a ring of dearer subetauce 
remained at the extreme edge of the cornea. 
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For the s«ke of reducing tbe staphyloma, as well as to 
Imke advantage of the cirar margin at cornea, I determined 
upon iriiltctonny. The section was made at the lowermost 
part orthe riobe, the point of (be strsiplit lance knife enter- 
inir the Bclera at one-eiehth inch from the cornea, and 

?i;isbed Yitj obliquely throngh into the anterior chamber, 
'be gtimulatioD of ether, and the tnuiipulation of the eye, 
induced extreme tiirgidity of tlie recently conjs^ted lone 
of vessels surrounding the cornea. Througfi these dis- 
tended vessels the knife penetrated, and in conseauent-e 
the bleeding was very free. It even required the liberBl 
use of spougee. The anterior chamber, when I was at last 
^le to use the forcepe, and seue the ins, was full of blood. 
Bleeding waa renewed upon cutting off the bit of iria, and 
continued some minutes. The eyehde were therefore 
left unstr^ped. Severe inflammation followed, which in 
spite of leeches, and paracentesis, etc., etc., culminated in 
rupture of the cornea by suppuration of the globe. Daring 
the week while this process was going on, two smart 
hnmorrbages occurred from the interior of the eye. 

The younger the child is the less likely is a happy ter- 
mination of the case after the operation lo be presumed- 
In a "Lettre dea Internes & I'liApital dea Entans & M. 
Bouvier," chej recommend nut to operate on children under 
two years of age, and on those from two to two and a half 
only with reluctance. The reports of cases of successhl 
tracheotomy in children under two years are scarce, it ie 
, true, but Trousseau saved by the operation a child of thir- 
teen months, still nursing. Scoutetten'a famous case shows, 
at least, that a child of six weeks may be operated on with 
success if Buch an unusual event should ever present itself 
again. (It was Scoutetten's first operation, relating to hia 
own child, but it ia more than doubtftJ if the a&eclion of 
the child was croup or rather laryngismus). The youngest 
child I operated oD was twenty months, the youngest saved 
was one two years four moniis; I also saved one two years 
Ax months^ both girls. 
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Dr. a. L. Vbss opened the discussion on the subject of tra- 
cheotomy in croup, remarking as follows: — In opening for 
disctission the subject of Trachetomy in Croup, I have to 
stale that, having published more than two years ago a 
paper, entitled "A Historical and CritKal Examination of 
the Operation of Tracheotomy in Croup, with a Report of 
fourlci-n esses" (New York Journal o/Medieine, January 
1860, pages 30-59.), I shall ri'fer to the paper repeatedly. 
Doctor Francis Home of Edinburgh, puolisbed the first 
monograph on croup in 1765; his book contains, on the 
subject of the operation in' question, the following words 
(page 59) i " When the ease is desperate, may we not try 
bronchoiomy? 1 can see no weighty objection to that 
operation, as the membrane can be so easily got at, and is 
very loose. Many a more hazardous operation is daily 
perlbrmed. I would propose, however, that it should be 
first tried on a dead subject, that we may proceed with all 
maimer of caution and assistacce. But something ought 
to be tried in this dangerous situation." You see how 
early the operation, as a last resort, presented itself to the 
plain and simple reasoning mind. The earliest, although 
uDHUCcessfblly performed operation of tracheotomy m 
oroup, I am able to find, is by Duntse of Bremen, about 
1790; the first case successfully operated upon is tnat by 
Thomas Chevallier of I^ndon, ia 1814. But the more 

Eneral introduction of the operation we owe to the labors of 
etonneau (his Grst success in 1825), and to his pupib 



and followers, Trousseau, Velpean, and Guersant. 1 be- 
here now that there are ver^ few who object to the 
performance of the operation in croup in gener^, and the 
Academy of Medicine in Paris declared in the celebrated 
discussion upon this subject, uid the " Ibbage" in 1859, 
that tracheotomy is, in the actual state of sdence, the only 
remedy to resort to, if there is no more chance of relief by 
medicinal Bubstancea. From France the operation came in 
eeneral use in Qermany, then in England, and laally 

As causes for the want of success in the earlier cases of 
tracheotomy, we have to point out, fifst, the treatment 
before the operation, antiphtogistics, or at least weakening 
remedies, such as blisters, etc., used freely ; second, the 
operation, if resorted to, was performed at the very last 
moment; third, the manner of operation, the instrumento, 
and the after-treatment, were alike defective. At present 
these causes of failure being for the moet part removed, 
the success in consequence is much greater. 

Guersant operated twenty-three limes before he could 
boast of a successful case, and he had but seventeen suo- 
cesaful cases out of eighty-two operations. 1 have thought 
it would be interesting to make the following statement in 
reference to the number of operations performed by diOer- 
ent French surgeons, and their results, as I have bera 
able lo gather them Irom the French literature upon the 
subject. 
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Of 131 operations performed by eight Fren<ih physicians 

B roper, 49 were successful; of 443 cases operated on in the 
lApilal des Enfans tn>uv£s from 1850 to July 1858, a 
period of eight and a half years, 100 were auccessfiiL 

In regard to the niynber of operations performed in this 
city I have not at present the means of giving any reliable 
statistics. It is worthy of remark, that I have not yet 
heard of a successful operation in New York during the 
year 1859 (famous for diphtheria). 

All these statisticd data are, however, worth but little 
when we consider the great want of detail in the descrip- 
tion of the symptoms of the malady. Real croup, I fear, is 
a disease of unfrequent occurrence^.but much more fatal 
than usually believed. It is a specific disease (of zymotic 
character), sometimes local only, sometimes accompanied 
with general disturbance, sometimes sporadic, sometimes 
epidemic, and even contagious, wholly distinct fixim in- 
fismmation or catarrh. 

The anatomical iteration pathognomic of croup is the 
false membrtme, lining and blocking up a more or less con- 
siderable portion of the air-passages, which gives rise in 
turn to djspnccB, asphyxia, and aopor. NoWj when insuf- 
ficient respiration is present with commencinK asphyxia. 
and is not dependent on affections of the longs, and 
is not relieved by emetics, or perhaps other medicines, I 
think the operation of tracheotomy should be performed 
without heaitatjon. Tracheotomy is indicated where 
stenosis of the larynx or trachea exists. There we ought to 
resort to tracheotomy, in order to give fi'iee access of air 
to the lungs. If these organs are sound, the operation is 
caterii panbui imminently a life-saving operation. If 
the lunge or the general system are otherwise affected, we, 
by freeing the patient fi»m the imminent danger of suflo- 
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c&tioa gtin time to trmt tbe kcoompanymg affections by 
the proper means. I will not Rpeak of the danger of tbe 
operation w an additional comjJioation to the already 
Reeled orgta, u this subject is 'differently judged of by 
different authors. Tracheotomy stands, in this respect, on a 
lerel with otlier life-saving operations, herniotomy, li^ 
ture, CEBsarean sectioa, etc, and the same reasons sustain- 
ing such operations will be also applicable to tracheotomy. 
It ouj^t to be remembered, that unrelieved stenosis of tbe 
larynx is absolutely fetal, even uncomplicated by other 
aETeeUoDS. Aa general diphtheritic intoxication or bron- 
chitis, or bronchial croup, or nneumonio, or emnhysema, are 
not auctions absolutely fatal like stenosis of the larynx, in 
case the latter affection should be complicated with one of 
the former, the removal of .the stenoeia even by an operation 
would not only be justified but required, and it is obvioDS 
that tbe happy termination of the operation in complicated 
cases, or in very younz children, is by far less frequent 
than in cases of no complicatJon or in older children. 

As a measure of humanity, and to remove a cause of of- 
fence to the remaining eye, I extirpated the suppurating 
eye. The operation was effected with great difficulty by 
reason of the free bleeding, of the adhesions of the globe to 
tbe orbital tissues, and of the partial ci^lt^ise of the eye. I 
could not avoid snipping the softened sclerotic witli the 
scissors, especially when attempting to clip the optic nerve. 

1 carefully dissected the eye. The cornea was opaque, 
BOfWned, and ruptured ; no trace of the lens ; I presume it 
had been absorbed before patient came to the Infirmary. 
The vitreous infiltrated with inflammatory exudation. The 
iris and choroid so soft and congested that I could scarcely 
use forceps without teArinc tliem. There was a clot of 
blood spread out between the sclerotic and choroid at the 
upper part of globe, and another clot "between the same 
tunics near the place of iridectomy. The wound of the 
sclerotic made iu the operation is five-six t«enths of an inch 
long, it opens into the anterior chamber exactly at the inter- 
nal edge of the comes ; 1 found the section of iris had been 
removed entirely to its circumference, and that also the tips 
of tiie ciliaiT processus for a corresponding breadth bad 
been torn off, or perhaps cut off. Microscopic examination 
was not made, the pomta of chief intorcBt being fAirgical. 
Alter loss of the eye, oedema of the lids abated, and 
patient became quite comfortable. 
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CLAIMS OF MECHANICAL SURGERY. 
SinieEBT' has not made more rapid advances in the conser- 
vation of limbs hitherto doomed to destruction, than has 
mechanical surgery in supplying the defective parts. It is 
quite impossible, nowadays, to determine what part of an 
individual is natural, and what artificioL Of ten men who 
walk the street each with an artificial leg, in nine we are 
more liable to fix the disability upon the natural than the 
artificial limb. The western bride who was thrown into 
convulsions on seeing her bridegroom suddelRy deprived of 
on entire leg by a wa^psb friend, illustrates in one of a 
thousand ways the present perfection of the appliances of 
mechanical surgery. We now have artificial teeth which 
bofSe even dentists to detect their genuineness; and artifi- 
cial eyes which flash with intelligence, sparkle with merri- 
ment, and doubtlesa roll with the fine fancy of tbe poet 



Even nasal sftpendsgea are noir manubctured to order so 
OS to imitate exactly the natural tint of that organ, or the 
more brilliant colors of the acne rosacea, not inirequentin 
the higher circles of society. 

But mechanical surgery is only in its infancy ; most of 
the improvements which ve witness date beck but a score 
and a half of years. The dumty apologies for legs which 
fifteen years ago represented the highest degree of art, 
would not be sold by any respectable maouiacturer of our 
time. The same is true of artificial hands, tiussee, etc: 
The genius of American invention once directed to thi« 
fertile field for useful and profitable effort, there is no limit 
to the advances which it will moke. Already in the treat- 
ment of deformities, mechanical appliances are accomplish- 
ing results which lead us to anticipate that they will yet 
monopolize this entire field of practice. 

Mechanical surgery is a legitimala branch of the healing 
art. Whatever unprofesuonal men may have accomplished 
in the way of invention in any of its departments, has for 
the most part been tbe result of accidental circumstances. 
A farmer, annoyed by a hernial protru»on, has sat dowa 
at the side of his plough and whittled a block into a form 
that, when tqtplied, answered its purpose well It is often 
alleged in recommendation of an artificial leg that the 
inventor had an amputated hmb, which directed his attention 
to this special study, and led to the invention of tbe limb 
in ques^on. But mechanical surgery is not a simple branch 
of mechanics, to which any ingenious artisan can nicoess- 
fully turn his attention ; it combines also an accurate know- 
ledge of anatomy, of physiology, and of surgery, to pursue 
bis profession. Rationally, the Mechanical Surgeon, or the 
" Surgeon Artist," to use an elegant pbra.%, must be s 
thoroughly educated physician as well as on inventive 
genius. A man might with S3 much propriety prescribe 
remedies without a knowledge of diseases as undertake 
to apply properly a truss without a knowledge of the ana- 
tomy of the malady. The same remark is true of ever; 
branch of mechanical surgery. Quackery in this depart- 
ment, or the pretensions of uneducated and unqualified 
men, are as gross and glaring as iu the simple practice of 
physic. 

The medical profession have too long regarded mechani- 
cal surgery as the legitimate field of non-medical men, or 
medical speculators in patents. This has tended power- 
fully to deter worthy and competent medical men Irom 
adopting any branch of it as a specialty, and thus the art 
has been until recently almost monopolized by the merest 
pretenders. But medical men of real merit have begunr to 
enter this field of improvement, and already the ripe (hiita 
of skilled labor begin to q)pear. The recent improvements 
in artificial limbs by Dkb. Htmeon of New York and Blt 
of Rochester, in trusses by Dr. Rigoh, in apparatus fur 
the cure of deformitfes by Dbs. Davis and Wooo, are the 
results of long and careful study of the anatomical or 
patholt^ical abnormalities to which tfaeir respective ^>pli- 
ances are adipted. From medically educated mechanical 
surgeons the profesraon may obtain many practical hints, 
and it is important that we have a class of artisans in these 
several branches to whom we may with confidence defer 
questions of practice. The place of election for amputor- 
tion of the lower, and even the upper extremity, will always 
be decided by the mechanical surgeon. How import&nt it 
is that be bo thoroughly qualiSed to give a just decisiuo. 

But we need not multiply examples of this kind. It 
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must be evident to everj one that mechanical mrgerj is ■ 
branch, and a most desirable hranch, surgic»1 science and 
tat. As such il should be fostered by the professioD, 
b7 ever; l^tim4le meaiu. First, we should encounge 
educated medical men to engage- In its several departments, 
•3 apeinal otgects of stndy and practice, and give them the 
most cordial support. If the profession recognise the claints 
oC this branch of the healing art, and take under its protec- 
tion those who devote themselTes to it, there will be no 
need of patents to insure toin inventor the honest proceeds 
of bis labor and study. Second, we ^ould discountenance 
on all occasions, and under all circumstanceg, the unedu- 
cated pretenders in this department of surgery, who throng 
our cities, and trumpet their wares in every market What^ 
erer merit some may have as inventors, as a class, tbey are 
not entitled to the slightest consideration, and sboold meet 
wjth unqualified condemnation. 

THE WEEK, 
A IiONt>ON medical journal devotee an article to the 
eatabliahment of " Certain Public Neoeesities." It says; — 

" There are few sanitarr questions which affect mora im- 
mediately individual comfort and health than those involv- 
ing an mquiry into the due provision of the means by 
which the ouHioor population and strangers of a great 
city may readily ana decently 'relieve nature.' There 
are none which may be more appropriately discussed by 
the medical press; and th*re surely cannot be a point 
relating to the neceBsitiea of our common humanity upon 
which tJiere exists less scope for false modesty in dis- 
cussing it than the one upon which we now purpose 
commenting. 

"Everyone meets here upon common ground, for no res- 
pect has been shown to persons. Man and women, the 
roughest and the gentlest of our race, all ages, the old man 
and the child, the sound and the sick, roust yield alike to 
the calls of that nature with which they have been every 
one endowed. These calls we all know are imperative; 
sootier or later they must be obeyed; the tJme for which 
they may be disregarded with comparative impunity is but 
short under any circumstances, nnd under some almost In- 
appreciable. Generally, if not attended to at once, great 
discomfort, or even cfisease, is the consequence. If such 
be the case when the body is in (he possession of youth 
and health, how much more important is it that our physio- 
logical necessities be not unheeded when nckness or 
advancing years are influencing the fhune. Inability to 
evacuate.* distended bladder, or to T«lieTe an irritable 
bowel, becomes a torture to the mirid as well as to tlie 
body of the severest kind. The agony ia sometimes almost 
unendurable. Life is rendered truly a misery to some 
e from the knowledge or the dread that if they once 
e the privacy of their own home they may be quickly 
:i circumstanced as to place — and very painfully, too — 
that life in imminent danger. 

" Now it would naturally be supposed that to meet these 
Stern waqts, coramunilics would, as a matter of course, 
make such public as well as private arrangements as might 
ensure their requisiljons being easily and eonveoienlly ful- 
filled. Disagreeable as the public confession of them may 
be, yet, as it is a necessity none are exempt from, we can 
tiie more readily put up with its explicit admisdon. 
Until within a veiy recent period, however^the conveni- 
ences accessible by the people at large were absolutely next 
to nothing. Even at present they are extremely few in 
Dumber, and have reference to one exigencv, and to a 
angle sex. In order tliat th« out-door world of a great 
city may feel at ease quoad the important physiologic 
necessities we are discussing, it ^ould have the means of 
ready and modest access to urintdi, v>attr-dintt>, and lava- 



Wre ti 



torit*. We do not, of course, pretend to say that the Oo- 
vemment or anv diher public oody is to supply the popu- 
lace with all of tJiese gratuitously. That would be out of 
the question as regards water-clc«els and lavatories. But 
as respects urinals not so, and for this it is that the demand 
is more urgenL Of such essential conveniences there 
should be provided at the public expense an ample num- 
ber, and in such important thoroughfares, and withal so 
unobtrusively situated, as to be as readily found as ihey 
ore modestly approachable. To be able always to <safa- 
bine the latter qualifications may b^ somewhat difficult, 
but under any circumstances we should be immeasurably 
better off than with the old stone boxes of the bridges, 
comers of public-houses, and the warning Hign-t>oards at 
the entrance of dirty gsiewavs and yards. Host of these 
were even more indecent than (bey were public, if that 
were possible." 

Tax Ladies' Sanitary Asaodation (London) b extending 
the sphere of its usefulness wider and wider. The tracts 
are not only widely ciroolated in Engfand, "but they have 
reached continent^ cities where the he^lh suthorides 
have in many instances reproduced them. A London con- 
temporary thus speaks of the sphere to whidi this excellent 
association devotee its labors: — 

" It enters the mechanic's room and the poor man's 
cottage, and talks, in a woman's voice, to mechanics' and 
poor men's wives. It points out that, though the court 
may be drained, or the cesspool removed, the hving room 
must have its windows opened ; that though the in&nt may 
have been vaccinated, it must be fed and clothed in a 
proper manner ; that notwithstanding warm under-cloth- 
mg and coals have l>een supplied by uie parish or by pub- 
lic charitv, soap and warm water must be provided at 
home. The children laid up with scarlet fever may have 
been seen by the doctor ; but his aid will be but tnfling if 
thev are left, half suffocated in the close atmosphere which 
reeiis up from a dirty and slovenly bed. The mothers of 
families are taught that true economy exists, not simply in 
buying in a cheap market, but in knowing how afterwards 
to employ their bargains to the best advantage. There is 
a go4Ki cheap cookery, as well as a bad cheap one ; an 
effective cheap mode of dressing, as well as an inefficient 
cheap style of apparel. The former are shown to be easily 
substituted for the Utter. Theae are, after alt, things in 
which most reform is needed within the poor man's dwell- 
ing, and which reform, when decorated by the thrift and 
comfort of hygienically regenerated wives and daughters, 
will do more towards the weaning of our working men 
from skittle-grounds and gin-shops than ■ millennium of 
Exeter Hall demonstrations.", 

Anotbxb institution for the accommodation of the sick 
and wounded soldiera, called the Ladies' Military Hospital, 
was opened in this city last weefa. The building occupied 
ia that known as tlie Infants' Home, comer of Lexington 
Avenue and Fifly-Grst Street; it will accommodate about 
400 patients. Mator Otdtke presided at the opening 
ceremonies, and thus alluded to tlie service of the Hospital : 
" Nor need we fear that there will be any failure to keep the 
promise implied in the inviting name which the ladies have 
given to their hospital. It will be to its inmates emphati- 
cally a Home, with every apphance for the alleviation of 
their sufferings that skill and eamest sympathy can suggest. 
The building itself is a model of its class, and admirably 
adapted to the purpose to which it ia to be now ^plied. The 
wards ore large and well ventilstefl. They have been tho- 
roughly cleaned and fitted up with appropriate furniture 
and excellent bedding. The surgical and medical staff em- 
brace the beet professional skill in the city. The unrses 
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will also be the best of their class; sad better tbaa all, the 
ladies themselves, or at least a portioa of them, will be In 
oonstant atteDdaoce to infuse into the hearts of others a 
^sre of that devotion with which thej apply themselves 
to this beneficent work." 

The Medical Officers are: — ConsuUiag Phyticiaitt — Jo- 
seph M. Smith, M.D., Austin Flint, U.D., Edward Vander- 
poel, M.D. ConmUing ^uryeon*— Valentine Mott, M.D., 
Alex. H. Stereos, M.D., Eichard Satterlee, M.D., U.S.A., 
Alex. B. Molt, M.D,, Surgeon to the Home and Medical 
Director. Benj. F. McCready, M.D., Attending Surgeon. 
Waller Caswell, U.D., House Physician and Surgeon. 
AUi«d E. M. Purdy, M.D., Senior Assistant Jesse D. Pitt, 
Junior Walker. 

Tbc treatment of fractures on the baCt1e-6eId is one of the 
most important duties of the Army Surgeon. The vslue 
of plaster of Paris as a dressing has recently attj'acted much 
attention, and is, we believe, adopt«d to some extent By 
request, we have inserted in this number ft very full paper 
on this dressing, taken from a lecture on Military Surgery, 
by Dr. GlUok, and published in the Amaiean Utdicai Month- 
ly, of December, 1855. De. GlUok saw much service dur- 
ing the .HungarisQ war. 

Wb learn from the SyTOeata Journal that the Annual 
Report of Dr. Wilbur, the Superintendent of the Kew York 
Asylum for Idiots, located in that citj, shows that at the 
close of the last year there were one hundred and thirty- 
pupils in that institution. Six of the former pupils were 
temporarily absent, and there were several pupils accepted 
but not yet received. Of the State pupils connected with 
the Asylum, 18 have been inmates for more than six years; 
11 for five years; 3 for four years and a half; 9 for four 
years; 4 for tliree years; 8 for two years and a half; 15 for 
two years ; the remaining 50 having been inmates for a less 
period than two years. Plain, subsluntial, and convenient 
buildings, and out- buildings, secure Che personal comfort 
of the inmates, and at the same time diminish the cost and 
labor of Uking proper care of them. Filly-five acres of 
excellent land, improved by thorough culture, and stocked 
with a large number of fruit-trees, ftiford the opportunity 
for the advantageous employment of tlie larger boys in 
i^^ricultural labor. 



OTPStlM OR BTVCCO BANDAOES. 

AxinocoH even in compound fractureB, where the wounded 
place has l^ be left uncovtred, tlie application of Seutin's 
starch bandage answers this purpose beat, still there are 
some objectious to its l>eing osed in the field, or even in the 
ho^pitaL 

1. H dria loo ilowly, and cannot replace therefore inwne- 
diateiy mjtnunl ex tension, which is required in order to retain 
the ends of the broken boiic in mutual contact. It is, tliere- 
fore, necessary to use niachinesorapparatus till the bandafre 
becomes dry for 24-48 hours. 

2. The Viickneas of the waits of the bandage diminMi^ 
while llie bandage becomes dry, and thus receding some- 
what from the limb, cannot serve instead of the maniud en- 



3. The ^tplicatjon of the starch bandage costs on the field 
much time and trouble. The limb must firat of all be sur- 
rounded by a roller, then covered with compresses anil 
rollers, pasteboard and splints are then applied, and the 
whole again surrounded ny a roller. The ^plication of 
openings (windows) in Seutin's handle is combined with 
difBculties. If the -windows are made at the time when the 
bandage is applied, the same keeps hadly together the fraC' 
tured ends, and wood or tin splints must be used — if the 
windows have to be made when the bandage is dry, the 
wounded portion remains covered for a day or longer, and 
the excision or formation of the openings is in the hard- 
ened starch bandage yet more troubleaome. 

4. However dexterously we may i^)ply the bandage, it 
will be pretty diOicult to make so large openings as requir- 
ed, in order to expose the injured portion without loosen- 
ing at the same time the whoU bandage, while small open* 
ings or windows expose but a portion of the injured part. 

6. In suppurating wounds, the pus dischaq^, as wdl as 
the fluid applied for cleansing the wound, and the moisture 
of the cataplasms, will run under the bandage and destroy 
the epidermis. 

6. The hardening and unequally contracting starch ban- 
dage (i. e. quickly hardening at its thin portions, and slower 
in its thicker ones) eierts an unequal pressure and there- 
fore an injurious effect on the rmollm part$. 

7. The starch bandage cannot be applied for transporting 
the wounded soldier, who receives on the batUe-field a com- 
pound fracture, because it requires warm water {not always 
ready in the field) for preparing it : then again it dnea 
slowly, the formation of windows causes loss of time and 
trouble, requiring the application of splints, and because the 
parts being covered for a day or two, are injured, as suppu- 
ration ma^ follow, and the pus stagnates and runs into the 
bandage; in damp weather it becomes moiit and lo/i, in 
the ram; it is, therefore, necessary to have ready-made 
eapiulet of starch bandage, and the so-called movo-amov^lt 
huidage, which often do not appose sufficiently, and cannot 
therefore replace manual extensmn. 

Recently gypsnm bandages have been sngeested in Bel- 
gium, but their application, according to Dr. Mathieson and 
Van De Loo, is troublesome, and takes much time, so pre- 
cious on the battle-field. This bandage is not lasting, its 
preparation and preservation still more difficult than that of 
Seutin's starch bandage; much more preferable and practi- 
cal is tlie preparation and application of gyp*um bandagtt, 
as made by Pirogoff,* and used by him to uie greatest ex- 
tent with the best results. The gypsum bandage is on Me 
haOtt-field in many respects preli-rable to the starch band- 
age. The gypsum solution requires but cold water, and 
turns hard as soon as applied, and replaces therefore imvit- 
diutdy manual extension, and ni^ither machines hor ^pnre- 
lua are required for that purpose. The dry gypsum band- 
age becomes so hard, that no splints are required, even if 
large windows are made, and transporting ol tlie wounded 
soldier is immediaUly after the application of the bandage 
pos.sib1e without injury. 

The gypsum bandage is Hmplt and thtap, as it consists of 
old coarte linen and ffyptum : iu application is simple and 
quickly made. The gypsum b.'mdBtre replaces manual ex- 
tension ftrftcQy, tlie a.'eistants need only for a/ew minute* 
keep the limb extended after the bandage has been applied, 
then the gypsum bandage is it\^ and hard enough to retain 
the ends of the broken bone in tlie position given to them. 
Their displacement is t-mpnttihU as long as the swelling does 
not diminish, uid a eorinderable interspace is not formed 
between the limb and the bandage. Thus the gypsum 
bandage renders superfluous all macliines for extension, as 
required, while the *tarch bandagt becomes dry. Only by 
the application of the gypsum bandage in oblique fractures 
of (he thigh it is necessary to fix the pelvis, and to retain 
the limb extended by mea|^ of a bedtable, and by weights 
attached to tlie exiremjty. More apparent yet are ihe ad- 
vantagea of the gypsum bandage in oblique fractures, where 
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tbe ends of the broVen booe are diilanl from each Other, 
in compound I'raclureB and geDerally everywhere where it 
is necessary to keep open a wounded spot. ln-Pirogoff"a 
mode of applying ihe ^pEum bandore, tbe openiofra (win- 
dows) may be made at onee; throuph them it ia possible to 
view the position of tbe broken ends, the exconatioDS and 
wounda, and tbe curative process may be walohed in its 
course. The gypsum bandage does not contract like tbe 
Blarch bandage, interspaces form slower between it and (he 
leg, as in the gypsum bandage the interspaces depend upon 
the decreate only of the swelling, and not, like in slareh 
bandages also, from unequal hardening of the bandage, and 
then again it does not bmime moist and aoll in rainy wea- 
ther. In complicated fractures the pus may be discharged, 
and find exit throuch the large windows mode, and does 
not burrow itself unrfer llie bandage aa is common in ihe 
ttarch one. Wet dressinpa may be applied immtdtaUly on 
the wound itself! The (;yp8um bandage becomes hard im- 
mediately .after having been applied ; wounded soldiers may. 
therefore be safely trananortea imnu diately after the applica- 
ti<Tn of tlie gypsum bandage, &om one place to another, even 
in the rain,wiihout the bandage being distiirbed,altlioiigh the 
gypaum baudage may appear uiet esteraally, which some* 
times lasts for a few hours. The gypsnm bandage may 
therefore be cut Uirough immediately after the application 
in the inlerspoce of the splints, if that should be required, 
in consequence of too great a pressure or paias, Sic 

lu the battle-field as well as in tlie hospitals, for trans- 
portation of the wounded soldier in the treatment of com- 
glicated fractures, with great dislocation of Ibe ends of the 
aciured bones, the gypsum band^e is preferable to every 
other kind of bwdagc^ 

HBQinSITEg IIECESSART FOR 



1. Long, old hospital stockings made of linen, cut in 
front along tbe seam (if the seam is behind tbe stocking it 
must be turned and cut) ; old drawers also cut along the 
seam, and divided for one or tbe other limb ; sleeves of old 
shirts (or inst«ad of those long linen flaps cut in tbe form 
of Blockings, drawetBorsleeves); jackals or old vesta, abdo- 
minal bandages covering the body once and a half; for frac- 
tures of the bones of the rump, pelvis, and of the neok of 
the thigh and bone. These pieces of linen tised for sur- 
rounding the limb must be tqtial, soft, and dtnte. All seams 
must be removed. 

2. Cotton or cleaned aadflax. padt filled with soft mate- 
rial, but or flai for filliiie; up (for instance, around the tro- 
chanters, around the mrileoli in the popliteal region, and 
around tlie acbillea tendons), simple and graduated com- 

3. Splmta of different dimensions in regard to length, 
width, and thickness, made of old coarse »adc linen, as used 
for instance in hospitals for mattresses or straw mattresses. 
The old sack linen is folded twice, thrice, or four times, to 
the width of two fingers to one-third of a yard. The splints 
must, in fractures of the leg, the upper and forearm, exceed 
at It-ast one-third of a yard tlie fractured bone, and in frac- 
tures of the Ih'g/i, and that of the neck of the thigh, it must 
be one-third of a yard longer tlian the whoU extremity. 

4. Strips (compresses) of tbe same linen from .2 inches 
wide, and of such a length as to surround the limb once or 
twice, (hey are calculated to fasten the splints, and are 
called tranivtrsal stripes (PiroeoQ"). These transversal 
stripes may be made also of fine linen, if the bandage should 
be a hght one. 

5. Plaster of Paris (gypeum) in form of fine powder and 
well dried. For tie application of a bandage, never less 
than 2 lbs. have (o be used (aa for fracture of tbe forearm)', 
nor more than 7 lbs., aa for fracture of the neck of the thigh 

6. A vessel with cold water. The gypsum solution 
should not harden sooner than in five or eight minuter, in 
order to allow the application of the bandage. Although 
hardened, it still looks wel flvm the evi^ration of tJie 



water, out of the bandage painted over with gypaum solu- 
tion, and the patient n^ay safely be carried with it 



linen rollers for simple fractures and splints made oi 
pasteboard ; and for complicated tinctures, with large 
wounds, tplinU of wood, of different dimensions, logether 
with pada attached to them on both ends, and also a few 
pieces of sheet iron or tin may be held ready. 
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Is made in (he following way : The injured limh is first 
surrounded with dry linen, a sleeve, a linen stocking, or 
with half a drawer. Bonv prominences must be wadded, 
and hollows filled out with cotton. The linen surrounding 
it must not be too thin, nor have holes in it, in which case 
the linen must be doubled, or tbe limb first covered By 
coflon. If this is not done the moisture presses to the skin, 
and the patient complains of a cold or burning sensation. 

2. The broken limb is put in the required position, the 
extension is then made, and the fractured ends then approxi- 
mated. Sometimes it is necessary to begin with the reduc- 
tion, and subsequently follows the surrounding of the limb. 

3. Thesphntsandlne Iransveriie stripsof sack linen, each 
three or four times folded, are put near the patient in that 
orderasrequired to be later applied to the limb. An assist- 
ant prepares the Eolution of gypsum and paints with it the 
splints and strips, or rather dips them into tbe solution and 
brushes them with it. Tbe proper application of the band- 
age depends now upon the gypsum solution. If Ihe solution 
be too thick it dries qvidc, the splints and transverse strips 
are not tiniUd firmly together, nor are the splints firmly 
fixed if the solution be too thin. When the soluUon be- 
comes denser, water must not be added to it, as the solu- 
tion becomes through it creamy, is not imbibed by tbe 
linen, cannot be smoothed, does not adhere, and takes • 
long time to become dry. 

6. The splints and strips of linen must be dipped in the 
solution, wbich I now prepare by adding to two pounds of 
water the equal weight of gypsum. They must be extended 
and swinging free, and must tlius be brushed over on both 
aides with the gypsum solution as you see it here. 

6. The splints must be applied longitudinally to the limb, 
and must be fixed by the transverse strips, carried around 
both the limb and splint' Tlie transverse strips are applied 
in pairs, so that the one should cover the other partially. 
The BpUnts may be applied in such a manner that the one 
should cover the other partially, or, what is preferable, in 
such a way that between the splints should remain a fi*e 
open space on the aide, in /roat of, or behind the limb, 
l^e assistants producing extension must continue to do so 
until the bandage is hardened, t. e. about elghL minutes 
after the gypsum bandage has been applied. During its 
application the limb must be kept extended ft-ee, in order 
to be accessible from all sides. The splints must be pressed 
firmly to tbe limb by the hand. The trantvene strips must 
be drawn firmly and tightened around the lin)^, and by the 
hand or brush well covered with gypsom solution, in order 
that all prominences and hollows should be equalized. In 
oblique fractures and dislocations of the fractured ends, at 
least two layers of transverse strips uk necessary. But if 
the bandage has yet to be removed, it is necessary — 

1st. To apply the sphnts with a space between them. 

2d. Tbe transverse strips are covered from the middle 
(where about tbe extent of two inches remains uncovered) 
towards their ends with gypsum solution. 

3d. Tbe transverse strips are applied so that the unco* 
vered part should correspond in its situation to the longi- 
tudinal inte[«pace between the splints. 

In the field it ia neceesarr to have arranged, before the 
application of a bandage, aU requi^tes in one package for 
each fracturt separate. Thus, for fracture of the forearm, 
the bandages should be separate from those for fracture of 
the leg, aa you Bee it here. 
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Death or Dr. Allkt. — It is with sipcere regret tJi»t we 
hare this week to record the deatli o( Dr. John B. Alley. 
Tha erent was not unexpected either to himself or to lua 
friends, as he has been for a long time in declining health, 
vid, latterly, it has been evident that he could not long 
aurviTe. The Toid occasioned by tlie death of Dr. Alley, 
Dot only in the ranks of the profession, but in the hearts 
of all who knew him, will not soon be filled. We all 
remember how for yeara be has faithfully stood by his 
post, when his streni^ was often well nigh exhausted, 
determined to shrink from no duty, bo long as Ufe remain- 
ed, to further the interests of huroanitv ; and we can all 
testify to the scrupulous fidelity with wbich he performed 
the reapoDuble and often arduous official duties that devoN- 
ed upon him. It is probable tliat the state of his health 
did not permit bim to share largely in private practice, but 
the Massachusetts Medical Society will cherisli his memory 
for the able and faithful manner in which be has bo long 

Suarded its interests; and the city of Boston owes him a 
ebt of gratitude which never can be paid for his long and 
efficient services as Superintendent of the Boston Dispen- 
sary. — BmL Med. JoitT, 

UiLTTART HosPTTALB iH CtKciwHATL— There are at this 
time, in this city, four large hospitals, devoted exclusively 
to sick and wounded soldiera, namely : one on Lock streetk 
known as the Marine; one on Fourth, between Main and 
Sycamore ; one on Third ; and one on George, between 
Bajmiller and Freeman. Dr. John Moore, Assistajit-Sui 



geon U. S. A., we believe, has charge of these. At the 
Marine Hospital, he is assisted by Dr. E. Williams ; at the 
Fourth Street Hospital, by Dr. J. B. Smith ; at the Third 



Street Hospital, by Dr, J, A, Murphy; at the Qeorge 
Street HoepiCal, by Drs. David Judkins and Wm. fi. Davis. 
Each of tJiese gentlemen receives one hundred dollars per 
month, compensation for his services. Besides these hos- 

Siiale, there are soldiers at the Commercial Hospital, St. 
ohn'a, and St. ilary's. The number of patients now on 
hand we are not informed; we presume it is constantly 
Tarying. Some two or three weeks ago, there were at the 
Fourth Street Hospital under Dr. Smith, 215 ; there had 
been received into the house, 312; of this number, twelve 
had died. A large increa% in Uie present number will 
doubtless take place froni the wounded in the late battle at 
Pittsburgh, Tenn. We undertand that hospital accommo- 
dations wKl be fitted up at Camp Dennison, a few miles 
from the city, to meet lie necessity.— if eA S Surg. Mwt. 

Fbremoloot— One would have tliougbt thai, after hb 
execution, people would no longer talk of the famous Du- 
moUard, the servant killer; but on the contrary, it now 

SipeDB that his skull h^ fallen Into the hands of phre- 
ogy, and the disciples of Oall and Spurzheim seek to 
prop up their* theories vnth the bumps of tliia head severed 
by the executioner. It Is exceedingly curious to see the 
results arrived at by enthusiastic phrenologists who have 
Studied this skull, and the efforts they have made to " spe- 
cify" the general faculties Uiey have observed. For tn- 
stance, they admit that Dumollard had not the bump of 
murder - but they do not consider themselves beaten for so 
little. In return, he had the bump of " secretivenesa," or, 
in other words^ cunning. But what ia lees easy for them 
to account for is, that he also possessed the bump of bene- 
volence — which isratherstartling. Nevertheless, by making 
a strict search of his life ihey find somethine that doea not 
roundly contradict even this lact. It seems that phrenology 
is as etaatic as India-rubber. — &il. lied. Jour. 

BiR Behjahih Bhodie has a second series of his Psycho- 
logical Ingmritt nearly ready for publication by MesBrs. 
Longman and Co. 



Fbotogbapbsot TBI Ete. — At a late meeting of the Ame- 
rican Photograph ical Society, Dr. Henry D. Noyes exhi- 
bited a negative showing tiie optic nerve and interior of a 
rabbit's e^e. The impression was obtained by a newly 
invented instrument devised by himself and Mr. Grunow, a 
practical optician. Such a pbotoersph hoa never been 
obtained before in this country, although it is said to have 
been done in France. The interior of the eye, namely, tho 
retina and optic nerve, has been disclosed to observation in 
the living person, by an instrument invented in Oermany, 
called the Ophthalmoscope. This has been in use for tec 

{ears, but it is only now that the interior of the eye has 
een photographed. Dr. Noyes explained the working and 
principles of the new Ophthalmoscope, by the aid of 
diagrams, and the presentation of the mstrument iteelC 
Through it diseases of the eve can be studied with ^oter 
facility, and scientific records of them kept The instru- 
ment displayed in its elegant and finished workmanship tha 
highest mechanical skill The discourse of the doctor was 
listened to with close attention, and the audience expressed 
their approbation by applause. — Ameriam Journal of Pho- 
tographi/. 

Tsi following General Order haa been iuued from ili« 
Adjutant-General's office; 

First: Assistant-Surgeon William A. 'Hammond, U.S. A., 
having been appointed by the President Sui^eon-General, 
with the rank of Brigadier-Qeneral, under the act approved 
April 16th, 1862, will enter without delay upon the duties 
of his office. 



hereafler made to the Sui^eon-GeneraL The Surgeon- 
General is also authorized to give passes, at his discretion, 
for private physicians, nurses, and friends of the sick and 
wounded aotdiers, to attend and visit them. 

Maine Medioai. Scboou — The clinic of this School, by 
Drs. Childs and Dana, for Saturday, April 19lh, is report- 
'ed in the BrunMwick Tekgraph. Eleven cases were treated, 
some of them of an interesting character, the operations be- 
ing performed by Dr. Childs. Dr. Robinson's course of 
lectures being brought to a close, a suitable valedictory 
addcess to the students was made by bim, and a letter of 
thanks from them was returned. Dr. Nourse, of Bath, 
commenced his course of lectures on Monday. — Bott Med, 
■Jour. 

Pertitssib. — Dr. H. Holmes, in a paper read before the 
MiddUt^ (Mass.) Medieal Society, recommends the follow- 
ing: Q Tr. Cardamomi Comp. Jss ; Syr. SimpL Siiisa. 
Acidi Nitrici, git. xxxij. M. Sig. From five drops to one 
teaapoonful to he given frequently, according to the age of 
the patient and the severity and frequency of the parox- 
ysms. — Med. and iSurg. Newt. 

A French journalist says that, if tlie inhabitants of the 
Seine Department were equally divided among the doctors, 
each doctor would have one thousand persons out of whom 
to get his clients. The moral to he drawn from the fact, he 
adds, is this: that the young doctor who has not means of 
existence be«des what he may get from practice, and set- 
tles in Paris, is a madman. — Brit. Med. Jour. 

A New H^amostatic Agent of great power has been 
recently announced. It is an extremely delicate and beau- 
tiful fern from Java, the Pengawar Jamba {Palea TibotU), 
provided with very fine filaments, which are said to be used 
for the above purpose with great effect. 

Dr. C. A. FiKLBT, late Surgeon-General, has been retired 
from service at his own request, by the President. 

Dtt. J. H. Thompson, of this cily, Brigade-Surgeon in 
Burnside's Command, has been dischai^ed from service, as 
an alarmist. 

Dr. Evkbltt, of Quince^, Dl., Brigade-Surgeon in Gen, 
Prentiss's Division, was killed at the battle of Pittsburgh 
Lauding, while endeavoring to rally the troops. 
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mMhlBaa la iBeoeeaffll operatJoA. 

riNKLE * LTON BBfflKO MACHINE CO., 

(88 Bnadwar, Kaw TgcL 



■yCOO'^IC 



AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES ADVERTISER. 



E. & S, FOUGERA, PHARMACEUTISTS, 
No. 30 N. William st., N. York, aad No. 169 Atiantic st, Brooklyn, 

GENERAL AGENTS FOR THE FOLLOWING PREPARATIONS: 



AaiNTS : T. METCALF A CO, Bobton, Mabs. ; 
UASSOT, St. Loois, Mo. ; 



n. P. WAEELEB; San Fravcibco, Cautobhul; B. lb 
, BALTnoRB, Makyland, zfOif no. 



To be had al40 from Ibe flnt claM Drag BIOM*. 



ALBESPBTEH'S BLISTERINa TISSUa 

mi TUn* I* ihnT* nUlbK twiiif of a ultlirm itoHfith ud bll^wl 



PutititU. OaninliyuHdlnlhfMTl 



Ii Ui* ODljF ouamplaf ad 



RAQUIN'S CAPSULES, 

AppnTd br lb* Frniefc ktaitaj of UaJleliw— nillr pi«Mtlb*d irilh 
Mena* bjr tlia pnTMiloB it kuv*. Tba** LtafmiJM o« anparlof U uiT 
ilniilir prapmdpcia. 



GENBVOIX PURE OIL OP HORSfi OHESNDTa 

TbI* AHn-ODDT imiiantlga U uwnf tha niiaiamia toptoll weH 
tluu powaMad \ij tftnpaullei, tha baal eiUnul ramsitr fci Hitvi, Bni 
KATiiH, and Hnrr 

N.B. A lat 



U baal aiUnul ramwtT fci Qoct, E 

HrviniwHiMt tl IwlilW thli nit. to rub natlj ol 
L Nil M4 (Ma <B wnpZiKlv Ki'x^olad w<<* lA* iMt 

E. OEnSVOIX, PbaiL. 14 Kua daa Baaai Arti, Fa 



3LANCARD'3 PILLS OP IODIDE OP IRON. 

Kitrr phjatalu. amy irni of owdklHi n^ti» Uw lodlda of Iran la 
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tha /NittaHaiu o^ f^ Bfut, Inereaaa npldlj tba uilntrj aaeratlant. ad 
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FRUNEAD'S ASTHMATIC PAPER. 

"bit papar aonlaln a lalafuiaad anantltr of HItnta tt htaA, Ball*- 
ma. HywHamiu, Stramonlam, wd It buru wall, and It* ptiatant ftunaa 
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TannUua and pnrntlTir-belnc cealad with nuar tbtTara pl m tiit la 
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Dcrfaet aolublHtr lb tba gaanlo Julaa. It U daily preacrtbod br (Mofwat^ 
y/MU^ .AauitorrAaa. and (ananl debility. £Mb Dr.igia oonlalH oh 
n^B IJ c ta U of Iran. 
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APPBOVKD ST TUK FRKHCB ACADSMT OF MXDlCnTt. i 

he tweet almoBd tm IB JIa taata and ooior; It baa gnal adTanljwea oirer 
}d'llvar oil, aa It can be admlnitterad In aiullar quand^ and wltbonldla- 
gtt flir tba patlenL Rlcord layt: that the onn, w at l<Mt bobh ■nudllat' 
on of tba dlmM. h*Tt alwaya baiB obtalnad qnlekar wlljt PefMsna'a 
■dlBlud Oil, than with eed ItrerolL Tbla all la need In tba tame oaaaa »* 
alL Doai.— A tMiponnful two « thraa Unra a day. 

Ko. It Baa Bvorboa TtUaoedn, Pvii. 



E. & 8. FOVGERA, Pharmaceutists, New York and Brooklyn, 

GlMERAI. AOBHTS TOX TUB ABOTB PrBPARATIOKS. 
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JACOBI ON DENTITION AND ITS DEEANGBIMENTS. 
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®ri(|inal frtturts. 

COURaE OF LECTURES 
DENTITION AND ITO DERANGEMENTS. 



Bt a. JACOBI, M.D., 



Lmtom Till.— Pabt II. 



lCaMiund/r«m paft III, T*L U.) 

ArTEK nU roj previous remuks od the naiure *Dd patho- 
logy of the mucous DMinbrane in general, a Tew additionij 
wonb will suffice to iUuetr&te Ibe relation of discasea of 
other organs to the protrusion of teeth. For the organs of 
digestion are not the only oneB which are said to be 
influeuoed bj. and to suBer from, dentition. Many diseases 
of the uropoietic, sexual, respiratory, and sensoiy organs 
have been attributed to the same cause. 

Diseases of the respiratory organs are very frequent in 
infaniile age. The liability to oatarrhol aod inflnmmatory 
affections of the bronchi, etc., decreases, as a general rule, 
with the age; so much so, that their number during the 
tinae of dentition is decid«Kily less than before. This cii^ 
cumstance alone ought In render us careful in speaking of 
the protrusion of teetli as a cause of diseases of the respi- 
' ratory wgans of whatever character. Tlie etiology in a 
given case is by no means unimporlMit ; as the pro}{tioais and 
even treatment depend a good deal on the causes of the 
affection. Among these the intluencM of weather, tempe- 
rature, and SPHSons, rank very high, as is well known ; a 
number of epidemic diseases, as morbilli, whooping-cougb, 
and BCBrlatiua, exhibit, too, a great tendency to complica' 
tlons with catarrhal affections of the respiratory ori^ns: 
These affections, however, appear frequently without 
peculiar danger, bein^ the direct results of the state of 
the atmosphere, exhibiting an epidemic charncter. Many 
other diseases are liable to the same compjicaiiona. Thus 
rhachitifl, syphilis, scroHila, and tuberculosis, are among the 
principal causes of bronchial catarrh and pneumonia; 
mflammations of a croupous character engender in the 
neighboring organs the liability to catarrhal affections of 
the mucous membrane; and pseudo-membranous croup in 
the larynx is often combined with brOT;chitis and broncho- 
pneumonia; and even marasmus resulting from copious 
•eoretions or defective nutrition, appears to give rise to 
•evere and obstinate catarrh <^ the respiratory organs, by 
the inspisMtion of the blood and by the impediment to the 
normal circulation. 

Aa it is not my object to give the full pathology of the. 
organs which have been believed to be endangered by the 
process of dentition, I hardly need speak of the variety of 
forois of catarrhal and inflammatory affections depending on 
the a^ of the patients, the seat anil ueverity of the disease, 
and its primal^ or secondary character. In very small 
infants, catarrh of the brunchi is most dangerous; the more 
to, aa not only the large ramifications wiU he affected, but 
the last ends of the air-tubes will be easily involved, when 
we have developed the dangerous complexity of symptoms 
belonging to capillary bronchitis. The seventy of the symp- 
toms, the chilb, uneasin^ restlessnes, thirst, cough, pain, 
dyspnoea, cool extremiticH, the local phyaicul symptoms, 
and nervous affections, aa convulsions, depend on tbe 
extent and situation of mucous membrane and pulmonary 
tissue involved in tbe process. Many inflamed lobuli in a 
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single lobus will not, as a general rule, bring on the same 
amount of dyspncea as the same number interspersed in 
the healthy tissue; cough will be more frequent in mere 
affections of tbe mucous ' membrane, or in iJie last stsge of 
pneumonia, than in its first stage, and where the symntoms 
ofpneumonia predominate over those of catarrh. BiUleral 
afiections are much more daneerous than those confined 
to one side ; so much bo, that bilateral pneumonia in very 
young children is an almost always fatal disease ; and ner- 
vous disorders, as convulsions, are exceedingly more A- 
Sient in affections of the upper lobes of the lungs than in 
e other. Catarrh of the trachea and first ramiticationa is 
seldom a cause of graat dyspncea; in the ramifications of 
the second order the alternations of tbe utmost dyq)nces 



calarih of the capillary ramifications has been stated ti 
very dangerous indeed. Nasal catarrh is liable to be trans- 
mitted through the niBO-lochrymal duct to the eonjunctivn 
of the eyelids and the bulbus, especially the chronic form, 
depending on dyscrasic causes. Laryngeal catarrh, witli ita 
peculiar croupy cough, and hoarseness, and intense reSez 
sensitiveness resulting in troublesome attacks of coughing, 
and its'frequent complications with catarrh of the pharynx, 
is not rarely comphcated with catarrh of the Eustachian 
tube, and even the external ear; and all of them have a 
drrided tendency of successively or BimQltaneously endan- 
gering tbe whole mucous membrane of the respitatoi; 
organs. 

Whatever, then, I have cursorily staled on the causes 
and nature of catairhal and inflammatotT afft-ctions in this 
locality, shows tliat dentition is certainly not frequently 
to be blamed for tlieir presence. I have here again, as in 
other insances, laid the most Btre» on the large number 
and variety of causey in order to diow that a differential 
diagnosis and exhnustive knowlede^e of general etiology will 
ketip UH from falling into the well known errors and mis- 
coiiceptioDB, universal in the public, and still fi^queut in 
the minds of professional men. Nor is there aiy connexion 
between dentition and the treatment of tbe aflections allu- 
ded to, with their fever, copious secretion, dyspncea, and 
other symptoms. I do not see why a regular and strict 
diet, fresh and moist air, and unifoim temperature required 
in the treatment of bronchial catarrh or pneumonia, should 
be considered as being in a direct relation to dentition ; nor 
do I detect a.iy between this physiological process and the 
febrifuges, veratria, digiialis, quinia, and antimony ; or 
nareotics, as opium, hyoscyamus, and cannabis; or den- 
vants, sinapisms, vesicatories, uid local depletions; or ei- 
pectoranta of both mild and atimulant character, antimo- 
niala, ipecac, muriate, oeetate, and sesqui-carboaale of 
ammonia, senega, camphor, beneoic acid, and olhei& 

The cat*rrh5 affections of the eye, and the catarrhal 
otorrhcea, have already been alluded to. Their etiology, 
and therewith thepo3aibilily,orprobabiliLy, of their depend- 
ence on dentition, have been spoken of on different occa- 
wons. I, therefure, leave you to the inferences naturally 
resulting from all my previous lectures. The only thii^, 
however, to which 1 desire to direct your attention, is the 
occurrence of otorrhcea in all tho periods of rapid cranial 
development, especially in such children who from bad 
habits, hot pillows and bonneti or hereditarv or acquired 
scrofiilous disposition, are liable to accumulations of an 
over amount uf blood in the bfad. That in a time where 
the physioloirical development of the bead closes sutures 
and fontanellea, raises leetb, and increases the amount of 
oerebnd substance by a normal hypenemia, otorrhcea should 
occa'^ionally show itself, is no more wonderful than the fact 
clearly proven by every day's experience, that most casea 
will come on without serious symptoms of any kind, and 
gradually disappear spontaneously, no remedy having been 
resorted to besides cleanliness, and in some cases a gently 
astringent application. 

At all events you perceive how little there is in that 
" teething through" or " over" the chest, ear^ or eyes. 
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Tee DBTy is, above alt things, made for war; that ia it* princi- 
pal mission, and it is to that end ihat all the elements 
of iu oivanizatioD ou^lit to teod. The ttrvkt of the 
wounded, m time of action, is among the most impoitant, 
and at the samu time the most diflicult duties of the navy 
surECon- At sea, aa on land, war lias fxigtnciet, before 
which everytliing must giva way, and which often oppose 
almost insurmountable obstacles to tlie fulfilling of their 
chaise. Tlie; must at such times have as mucti resigna- 
tion as derotedness, as much coolness as experience, to 
be fiilly able to answer the calls made upon them. 

The difficulties are not the same in the narj as in the 
army. They consist, after a principal land battle, in the 
number of the wounded, the eilent of ground they cover, 
and the insufficiency of the means of transport; after a 
naval engagement, on the contrary, it ia the crowding of the 
wounded into asraaUspaice which mterferes with the proper 
surgical attendance. The position of the sailor is better 
than that of the soldier. He has not to fear being left 
behind, and fullinK into the hands of tlie enemy ; he has 
not to suSer long hours of agony whilst wiuting tor help to 
reach him ; he is always sure of an asylum, and however 
deadly the Geht may tie, the number of surgeon?, and the 
resources at tbeir command, are sufficient to meet all emer- 
gencies. Rut these circumstances, favorable as they may 
be for the wounded, embarrass tlie officers. Oh land the 
wounded never interfere with the evolutions, on board they 
necessarily hinder the working of the vessels. 

A squadron can be engaged at anchor, and under sail or 
steam. 

At Aitehor, — In this case it can be engaged with forts 
before which it has talten ita poaition, or with a division of 
the enemy, attempting to drive it away. Since the Smpire, 
die battle of Navarino is the only one timt a French squadron 
has fought under sails. All other engagements have been 
against forls or batteries, of which the resiilta have rarely 
been very deadly. Thus at St. Jean d'UUoa, where the 
French frigates, anchored at four cable lengths from shore, 
were exposed during three hours to tbe fire of one hundred 
and sixteen guns, and the Iphigenio was struck in her 
hull by over one hundred balls, our lossee were only five 
killed and thirty wounded, of which five were officers, 
whilst on tbe Mexican side over four hundred men were 
killed or wounded. At Tanpier, llogndor, and Snlfi, they 
were still less. At Petropaulski (he furl had only eight 
wounded. At Svcaborg only a single one. At the 
attack on Sebaalopol on the ITib October, the Frenih and 
English squadron were under the fire of three hundred and 
ais guns of the heaviest calibre during five hours, at an 
average distance of seven cable lengths. These guns were 
served by experienced gunners, and yet at the end of the 
action the twenty-four vessels composing the French soua- 
dron, among which were twelve ships, lind only lost thirty 
men, and had only one hundred and I'iglity-one wounded. 
The English were rather more unfortunate, having had 
forty-four killed and two hundred and sixty-six wounded. 
In such instances there ere no difficulliea in the way of 
the sorgeons. The wounded follow cfich oiht-r at long 
interval; there is plenty of time to remove them, lo |;ive 
them the necessary attention, and enough room lor them to 
lie down. 
When, however, &e squadron at anchor receives tbe 



shock of the enemy coming from the seaward, master of 
their position, being able to concentrate their fire, shift 
their position, and approach as near as they please, tbe 
results are generally very deadly. Of this the battles of 
Aboukir, Navarino, and of Sinope, are examples. In such 
bloody afTairs the surgeon is under as many difficulties as 
he would be during a combat under sail or steam. He 
has, howerer, one resource the more. The vessels at anchor 
are broadside to the enemy, and unlees they are surrounded, 
aa at Aboukir, they only £re from one aide. The other 
side is consequently unoccupied, and can be used as a tem- 
porary dep6t for the wounded. One of the surgeons can 
make an examination, and afler a preliminary dresang send 
back to tlie service those who are only slightly wounded, 
«nd to the pott for the wounded those who are still able to 
walk; place under shelter, as well as poswble, between the 
dismantled ).uns, the poor unfortunates who have only a 
few moments longer to live, and only send down, by meana 
of slings, those whose state demands immeiiiate attention. 
By this means the lai^r part would be apared a long and 
painful carriage, and the batteries towards the enemy's 
side would be immediately diaencumbered. 

Combat ttnder, SaH or Stmm.—la this case both broa«l- 
sides must be ready for action. As they must be com- 
pletely disengaged so that Uie fire may not he diminished, 
the wounded must be taken away at once, and at this tame 
the difficulties which we have pointed out are most.pain- 
fully felt. 

When, during exercise, the decks are cleared for action, 
it takes at the lowest calculation from four to five minutea 
to lake up a man supposed to be wounded, to carry him to 
ihe hatchway, place him in the slings, lower him down, and 
hoist the slings up again, and this when the sliip is at rest, 
every one keeps bis presence of mind, and the sailor does 
not require careful handling. It is allowable to auppoae 
that in the midst of the smoke, of tlie noise, ami of the . 
confusion inseparable from a fight, a still longer time 
would be requisite to remove a man badl^ wounded ; but 
allowing nothing for this difference, taking the ordinary 
case of a vessel which has received one or two broadsides 
at close quarters, if she has only fifty wounded, it would 
lake over three hours to lower them into the cockpit, 
allowing that no fresh casualties increase the number; and 
during all this time the guns would be encumbered, and the 
gunners would not be able to serve their pieces without 
being obUged to tread on the bodies of their comrailes. It 
is indispensable that a more expeditious way should be 
devised to secure the speedy removal rf the wounded. To 
us this seems possible. IsL Necessity for establishing two 
passages for the wounded. On board steam vessels, when- 
ever an affair promises to become serious, it seems to u9 
indispensable that there should be two passages opened for 
the removal of the wounded, one forward and the other 
aft. The length of these vessels, and their division into 
two parts by the machinery, makes a necessity for this. 
The forward and afl hatchways are large enough for alitter 
or bench to be lowered down there, either to the cockpit 
or the orlop deck, and once there tne object is attained. 
Tbe rest concerns the surgeons and the men under their 
orders. 2d. Means of transport Tha regulation frame 
answered all purposes on board Bailing vessels, but it ia 
difiicult to handle in the narrow hatches of our modem 
ships. It is too long, and swings too much. If itjs only 
bung by a single line, as is dune on several ships, it han^ 
in aU directions, and can take all imaginable angles^ if it is 
hung by the two ends, it can still have lateral oscillation ; 
lastly, if it is held at the four corners, it is true it descends 
vertically, dtc. 

Three conditions are indispensable to attain these results. 
Isi. An easy passage and commodioua means lo lower 
them into the hold. 2d. Sufficient space to perform the 
urgent operations and the first dressing 3d. A place spa- 
cious enough to spread tlie matiresaea. 

These are easy enough to be attained when the wounded 
are small in number, and are brought in at long intervate; 
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but these are only ezceptiooal cases. It is well known 
Low deadly naval combats are. At the time of our mari- 
time wars it waa not uncommon to see t!ie ressels which 
had been in the midst of the fight withdrawn with a tliird 
or & half the crew hora de eonibat. It would he ensy to 
find examples to show that this numher has often been 
exceeded. We refer only to one, tlie darkest and most 
bloody, it is true, of the bad days of our history : — after the 
battle of Tralalgsr, most of the vessels taken by the Enelisb 
only bad a haodrul of mea left to defend them. The Fou- 
gueuibad lost four hundred out ofa crew of seven hundred. 
The Intrepide lost three hundred and sis. In that small 
■^■ce, in which are crowded so many men and so much 
cargi^ tbe want of room is a permanent diMculty. The 
eug^mek^ the damage done by the enemy's fire, always 
cause a disorder still further augmented bj the presence uf 
the wounded, who auist be removed as promptly as possible 
from the decks. It is Hit only a questii>ii of humanity, but 
theLf presence cramps the vorking of t^e guns, And pro- 
duces the most baneful effects on the morale of their com- 
rades. They must receive imma^te atteation, so that 
they may be placed in a safe place, and may lie down as 
well as can be until they can be carried Wck to th^ gun 
decks; in other words, until the end of the action. 



CASE OF INVERSION OF THE UTERUS. 
Bt J. BTENB, M.D., M.B.C.SJi 

Has. B , St. 32, of qwre habit and of a somewhat 

nervous temperament, waa seized with labor pains at seven 
t-v. on Ibe ISCb altinio, which being slight and of short 
duration, op*s her nurse termed them, "cold twitches," it 
waa not thou^ advisable to send for me. About half past 
nine a.m. her paina became more severe, and as it waa then 
my hour for IJeinE out I could not be found when sent for. 
and before ten o clock her baby was bom. Having haa 
on two previous occasions some difficulty in removing the 
placenta, and fearing the sanu trouble a^n, she brcame 
alarmed and sent for the nearest oiedical aid. The placenta 
was removed after a good deal of Wd worif and no little 
pain to the patient, by the gentlemaa referred to, about 
eleven a.n. I saw her for Uie first time about half past' 
eleven, and found her, as was usual after her previous 
labors, much prostrated^ with pulse 120, but otherwise 
" comibrtabte. She said the extracting of bet alterbinh 
gave her more pain than the previous part of her htbor, and 
more than she had ever suffered before under similar cir- 
cumstances. Eowever, as she seemed to be on the whole 
pretty easy, I contented myself by ^ving the nurse eonte 



With the exception of a little nervous fever, everything 
went on well until the eighth day, nor had she, during the 
whole week, a Nngle symptom indicative of uterine or 

Kritoneal trouble. Having had no operation from her 
web for two days, I prescribed a dose of aperient 
medicine, and left with the intention of not calling agun 
for two days. 

About seven p.m. I was sent for in great baste, and when 
I arrived was told by the nurse that, in sitting up to liave 
an operation from her bowels, something as large as a 
cbilds head had come away from her and was then lying 
on the bed. On TMsing the bedclotlies I found to my 
astonishment what I had little difficulty in recognising as 
an inverted uterus. Before attempting to replace it I 
examined carefully, and on the fundus remarknl three or 
four clots of blood adhering, which on removing 1 found 
had escaped from a lacerated looking surface, and from 
which blood continued to ooze. I should here remark 
that she had during all this time neither backache, bearing 
down sensations, nor tlie slightest indication offuntness or 
Binking, and pulse from 110 to 120, I returned the uterus 
into the vagina after a good deal of trouble, but without 



causing any pain, my next efforts being directed towards 
reverting it. This, however, 1 found no easy matter, partly 
owing to the contracted condition of the os uteri, and princi- 
pally on account of the very lliin and flabby condition of 
tlie funduBj which deterred me from making a very great 
amount of pressure. Having wearied both muscle and 
patience without succeMU I sent for a medical friend in 
whose ability I had confidence, but all bis efi'orta were like- 
wise in Tain, and we gave it up for the present, hOTing 
ordered three grains Dover powder every two hours. At 
nine a.m. on the following morning J saw her, and on 
inquiring how she spent the night, was told that ihe felt at 
comfortable at if nolhmg had nappeiied, but owing to her 
great anxiety slept but httle. On making a vaginafexami- 
nation I found things pretty much as I left them on the 
previous evening, and was told that she had passed water 
freely during the night. Renewed attempts at reduction 
&iled, and the propriety of using chloroform was agreed 
upon; however, the case being a most dangerous one, I 
requested the assistance of Professor Barker, of New 
York. He saw her about half past nine p.m., twenty-six 
hours after the accident The aiuesthetic having been 
administered, Dr. B. proceeded to return the uterus, and 
after over an hour's hard work, and an amount of foi'ce 
which I thought at the time almost incompatible with the 
safety of the patient, the organ was replaced with an audible 
snap. The subsequent progress of the patient was a« 
..-: ^^^ ^ ^ nothing unusual had taken place. 



A CASE or 
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Bonr nuNsnxn) bt a batonet:- 

Bt B. J. D. IRWIN, M.D., U.S.A 



Is the early part of February, 1861, the various tribe* of 
Apache Indians, inhabiting the mountunous regions of 
Arizona, broke into open hostilltiesagainst the government 
perpetrating atrocities and unheard-of cruelties upon the 
unfortunate white settlers, and torturing their luckless cap- 
tives inthe most barbarousandcruti manner. Unfortunate 
prisoners were starved, others tied aa for slow target prac- 
tice, and some were hung up by the feet and broiled to 
death by fires built btnealh their subverted heads I It was 
during the enactment of this ferocious crusade, that the 
following interesting case came under my sujier vision. 

A small party of our troops were hemmed in, ia one of the 
goiges of txie Chirriqahui Mountains, by superior Dumbeis 
of Indians, who were endeavoring to capture our iJender 
force. We held some prisonem of theirs as hostages tbt the 
safety of some ciliiens in their possession, whom we desired 
to exchange. On a certain occasion, the prisoners in our 
possession made a ramultaneous attempt to break away from 
our guards. One robust athlete, let. about 25 years, was 
knocked down by the sentinel by a blow from a musket on 
the back of the head, and hetdpinned to the earth by a bar/- 
ontt uAkA tran$fixtd hit body. The weapon entered the 
abdomen in the an tcrioi; upper angle of tJie left hypochon- 
driac regioii,passed directly backwardsand downwards, and 
made' its exit B little below the posterior corre^wnding 
space, about two inches from the vertebral column. The 
victim was held in that position for some moments, until 
succor arrived to secure him and his desperate associates. 
A paroxysm of momentary weakness was all that vp- 
peued preternatur*] in bim. The amount of hnmorrh^ 
was very slight, and the man did not present any of the 
symptoms to be expected from so actions a lesion. He was 
tied and placed on his back: kept strictly quiet, and (he 
cold water dressing applied — tnow-teater was used from 
necessity. The diet allowed was of the sparest kind. Nut 
a bad symptom appeared, and on the/ouHA rfoy the wounds 
were perftctly healed by adhesive inJiommation. He com- 
plained but liide of any pain or distress, which I attributed 
to the innate pride of his stoical charactet ; being a brother 
in izecoyCOOQie 
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of the chief of bia tribe, he held it beneath his dlgnitj to 
manilestiinj exteronl ^ow of physical or moral Euffvring. 
On the ninth day he walked to the place of eiecuiion, 
where he, with fire of his companions, was hung to Ihe 
boutths of two it&tel; oaks, overshadowing the graves of 
some fourteen of our citizens, whom ihc Bavages had 
treacherously and cruelly tortured to death nhile prisoners 
in their hands. As wc wert: desirous of making a Ia.--ting 
example to our treacherous foi^ the bodies were allowed to 
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is a case where the staphvloma was simply excised, 

talieuL was a Qerman girl — Sophia E , tet, 4. The staphy- 
ima was very prominent. No accident occurred during 
or after the operation. The child was not seen until ten 
weeks bad passed. The eyeball is of natural siie, the 
cornea replaced by a dense white cicatrix. There was no 
irritation about the eye, and no intention to wear an artiG- 
ciid eye. The mother appeared saEisfled to bate the un- 
pleasant prominence removed. 

What will determine tbe choice of operations in cases of 
■tamhyloma coment 

First, as to Iridi-ctomy. Tbxa isdone when the purpose is 
to retain the nulural eye, the deformity being abated or tc- 
rooved. The other operations are usually intended as pre- 
paratory to the wearing of an artificial eye. All that iri- 
dectomy can do is to diminish excessive convexity, while it 
can elect nothing in removing opacity of the cornea. This 
latter condition, tbe whole cornea being deeply white, is 
sometimes so oOensive as to lead patitrnts on tliis account 
to seek extirpation of the globe, and the substitution of an 
artificial eye. 

What cases can be relieved by Iridectomy 7 First, when 
the >tapbyloma is recent, or is in process of formation. One 
of the caics adduced is of the latter class. There may be 
oonuderable congestion (if the sclt^roiic present, as also pain 
anil lac'hrynia'ion. To relieve these symptoms and ivstrain 
the advance of the cornea, pann^n^esia mn;f be performed, 
and several times repeated. When a few trialfi have shown 
the relief to be but temporary I would at once resort to 
iridectomy. The place where the excision is to be done 
will be determined by the state of. the cornea. If there be 
any transparent sulMtanca left, the opening in the iris 
ahould be made opposite to this spot If there be no such 
chance of improving vision, the indectomj is most easily 
done on the temporal Mde of the cornea. The exisVence of 
a certain amount of inflammation does not contra~indicata 
tbe operation ; the wound will increase the inflammation 
to a moderate extent, but the cornea will at once be made 
flatter as the effect of diminntion of intra-ocular pressure, 
and so soon as ihe wound is well healed tJie general con- 
gestion will rqtidly abate. Tbe complete Battening of the 
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cornea ia not attained at once. It becomes more and mor« 
spparent with the disappearance of liypertemia. Its tex- 
ture gains firmness, and tlie inflammatory action subiddin^ 
ECnius effusion witnin the globe ceases. 

Secondly, Iridectomy in partial stafibyloma cornen, of 
long du(|tioD. Here Uie cornea baa adjusted itself in soma 
degree lo tbe amount of pressure behind it, and the promi- 
nence may be stationary. There will be no connaerable 
congestion or other acute symptoms. There may or may 
not tie adhesion of the iris to the projecting pomt of th« 
cornea. For these cases iridectomy is a grateiiil resource, 
because it offers alleviatipn when no other effectual ope- 
ration could be the alternative which would not incur 
risk of severe inflammation, or sacrifice the eye. The ope- 
ration neatly done, does not, in those cases where no con- 
gestion remains, occasion any serious inflammation. Within 
ten days the eye will be quite recovered. The effeot of 
(he operation is not so decided io these as in recent and 
advancing cnses. The cornea baa adapted itself lo its abnor- 
mal condition. Tbe improvement will be more gradnal ; 
and when the full benefit of one operation has been attained, 
I would not hesitate to do it the second time, after tbe lapse 
of S'ime months. 

Iridectomy is not suited to the reduction of very largo or 
old staphyloinata. One case quoted above went amias, 
partly because of accidents during and after tbe operation, 
and partly because the wound in the sclerotic was a little 
too tar distant from the cornea. On this point it is to be 
observed, that the exact situation of tbe wound is a matter 
of nicety. Tbe foil benefit of iridectomy is to be obtained 
only when the section of iris b removed quite up to the 
ciliary edge. To do this the knife must pierce tlie sclero- 
tic, and its poiut enter the anterior chamber at the pillars of 
the iris. It is also desirable to po through the sclerotic 
with OS little obliquity as possible. The knife may, \ff 
thrusting it quite alautmgly, be made to enter the anterior 
chamber when the point has been placed on the sclerclio 
two lilies distant from the cornea. This was done in the 
case referred to. But it was found afterwards that the tips 
of the ciliary processes had been mutilated. Tbe annoying 
bleeding during tbe operation may have partly been due to 
this cause. The true distance ol the woun t from the cor- 
nea should be one line; the lanco knife should be carried 
almost perpendicularly into the anterior chamber, and when 
.its point is seen to have entered, its direction may be slightly 
chan).'ed so as to keep in a plane parallel to the iris. The 
breadihof iris removed always corresponds tothesiieof, 
the inner edge of the wound ; the length of wound should 
be about one-quarter of an inch. I may remark, that tbe 
successful treatment of staphyloma of the cornea by Iridec- 
tomy proves the poswbility of tlius diminisiiing intra-ocular 
pressure, and furnishes an argument to those vrlio have been 
unable or unwilling to believe tliat iridectomy could be of 

I bencQt in treatment of glaucoma. 

A'hen the globe is too much deformed to be thus relieved, 

I an artificial eye is desired, the question arises, shall 
abscission of the staphyloma or extirpation of the eye be 
chosen? In balandng the risks and advantages of these two 
operations, in far tbe greater number of cases my miiid pre- 
ponderates to the latter. The argument may be thus 
stated : — Dangers of abscission are, severe inflammation of 
the stump of tbe eye, from choroidal bmmorrhage, or br 
the Eimpfe exposure of the interior of the eye. The uaua] 
result of inflammation is suppuration of the eye, which wi!I 
reach a quieacent termination after the lapse of weeks or 
roontiis. Dangers of extirpation none worth mentioning. 
I have never seen anything more serious than simple con- 
junctivitis ensue, and the heaJing of the wound is attained 
within a fortnight, and sometimes within a week. 

Advantage claimed for abscission is, that a better stump 
is furnished fur tlie lodgment of the artificial eye ; the 
superiority consisting in the greater prominence of the eye, 
and conseuueutly the more perfect raising of the upper lid. 
No especial advantage con be claimed of greater mobility 
of the artificial eye, for there is no perceptible difference 
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wbelher a portion or the globe Kmuna or not ^Wben 
none remain?, tbe ends of tbc muscle? adhere to each other 
b; a masfl of granulations which acts as a button for com* 
mon atUchment, and sufficient point d'apnui of movement 
Tbe objection of sinking of the artiFiciBl tjts afler extir- 
pation does obtain in certain cases. These are in such per- 
sons as have proinineDt ejebaila, and in young subjects, 
especially girls witb well rounded forma. On the other 
band, in those adult salHecu where the upper lids are freely 
wrinkled and loose, and where the Hipra-orbita) ridge and 
eyebrows are prominent, there is absolutelv no prefnenoe 
to be pven to afaacisflon on the score of its leaviiif; a better 
■tump and giving greater prominence to the artiSciiil eye. 
AnoUier conuderation bearing strongly in favor of eztir- 
pntioD is, that the remaining stump of iIm globe is often in- 
tolerant of tlie pressure of the glass capsule, and becomes 
inSamed. This stump is also not ibcspable by oootinued 
chronic inflammation of giving rise to sympathetic irido- 



becwne inSamed, and demanded eztirpation. 

Tbe conclusion ia, that in csatn of pn^ressing, of recent, 
and of partial st^^yloma I'ornes?, Iridectomy is to be cbosen; 
and that enucleation of the globe is, in the great majority of 
CAsefl where an artificial eye ia desired, to be preferred to 
ablation of the staphyloma. 
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NEW YOBK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

tnta lOtvnra, Muvh M. IML 

DB. T. 0. FINNRU, PBESIDENT, IIT THE CHAIB. 

BBIOHT'S DIBIASE WITBODT ALBOMtKDBIA. 

Dr. Aimnii Flint, in relation to the subject of contracted 
kidney, under diecoFsion at the last meeting, stated that 
during tite present and last winter he had met with five 
cases of tiiis p«rttcu1ar variety of Brig^t's disease, in all of 
wjiich, with one exception, albumen existed in tbe urine. 

BTDBO-PNEnHO-TOORAX WITBOIIT BVHFTOHS ; PSElTtlOirU ; 

Dk. Fun next presented a portitm of Inng, for which he 
was indebted to Dr. Barge, of Brooklyn. It was taken 
from a patient who was seieed with an scote affection of 
the cheat four days previous to death. Dr. Bui^ saw the 
case in consultation. When seen by him the symptoms 
had reference to the rif^t side of tlie cfaestj where pneu- 
monia of the lower lobe existed. Extenduw, however, 
tbe physical examination to the left chest hydro-pneumo- 
Ihorax existed, as was evinoed by tympanitic resonance at 
■umniit, and flatneM at base, and the existence of ampho- 
ric voice, amphoric req>iration, and metallic tinklinE. On 
6nding ihe existence of hydro-pneumo-thorax, and there 
having been no rational symptoms pointing to that disease, 
every inquiry wis made with reference to the previous 
history of the case. 1 he patient at first staled that be was 
well up to the attack of pneumonia, but on dose tjueation- 
inff it was aaonlamed that be had had a slight cough, with 
elpectoration for a year or more. E« never, however, 
had occasion to cOBtplain of want ot btealh on exercise, 
and attended to his busae«, that of an accountant, without 
bdi^; aware of the existeiKe of any disease whatever. 

Autopm/. — On examination alter death the right lung 
was found the sent of pneumonia in its lower lobe. On 
opening the left side of the chest there escaped a consider- 
able jiuantity of inodorous ga^ and the rest of the cavity 
contained about a quart of turbid liquid. Tbe lung was 
comprened into a hard solid mats. About tire middle of 
the upper lobe there was apparent an aperture about the 
size of a crowquiU, which was gaping, and appeared to be 
Burrotmded bj a rim of cartiJagiaous substance. On in- 



flaling tlie organ through its bronchus air escaped readily 
through this opening. The pleural surface of this organ 
was UBO covered with patches of lymph, some of which 
were of ccnsidernble thickness and firmness. The sperture 
was found to communicaie with s esvity, iffegular in 
shape, about Ihe size of a hickory nut, and lined with a 
pyogenic membrane. Id the right lung wei-e found 
several deposits of tubercle, and also ECverol cavities of 
considerable siEe. 

The interest of the case consisted in the [>reeettce of 
hydro-pneumo-thorax for an indefinite period wiibout giv- 
ing rise to any inconvenience. In this respect a case <if 
hydro-pneumo-thorax reported at a previous meeting bore 
some simiiority; ihe patient being most of tlie time, .while 
Buffmng fi-om the disease, able to get about the ward wilh- 

Dr. Post asked how many such cases Dr. Flint bad see« 

Dr. Fliht had not met with a angle instance in which 
tlie disease had been borne more than several months 
Dr. Foot bad seen one case where tbe patient survired 

several years. 

RCrPTUlIB OF QLOBE, BKOONDART INFI.AUILATIOH, KXTIRPATIOir, 

Dr. Notes presented two eyes, which he had removed 
during the last w^k. The first belonged to a patient 
who m January last received an injury of one eye by a 
stroke from a piece of wood which ne was splilliDg. 
Rupture of the globe was thus produced, causing imme- 
diate loss of sight, and subsequent severe acute infiamma- 
tion. He came under observation shortly -sAcr the rscep- 
lion of the injuir, but, living in the country, he soon return- 
ed home. Having been warned that in case any difficulty 
with the other eye should show itself he should at 
once present himself for treatment, he sgfdn showed him- 
self at the end of two months and a half. It was then 
found that the injured eye had shrunken, was tender on 

firessure, and that there was also supra-orbital pain. The 
eft eye presented the symptoms of acute iritis, which had 
existed for a week, but was not attended with any consi- 
derable eOtision of lymph, but mainly turbid serum. He 
was advised to have the injured eye removed, which ad- 
vice he abided by. It was then found that besides the 
marks of external iigury there was • considerable clot of 
blood which had penetrated into the vitreous humor. 

The day succeeding the operation he found ihat he could 
see better with the remaining eye, and within three days 
the evidences of iritis all disappeared. 

womm or btiball, BxnRPATtOK, via 
The second eye was removed fit)m a young blacksmith 
aged 19. While at work, and holding a chisel, which was 
being struck by another, a small splinter of iron penetrated 
his left eye. He presented himself for treatmeol the fol- 
lowing day (Saturday). The eye was then in a siste of 
inci|iient inflammation, and a wound appeared about three- 
eighths of an inch in length, beginning at the middle of the 
cornea, pissing downwards and inwaws, encroach be some- 
what upon the sclerotic The iris was slightly prolapsed ; 
the pupit was unchanged in form, but the crystalline lena 
was drawn forwards towards the lower portion of the eye. 
Thei« was only viable a little Inceration of the fibres at 
the upper portion of the iris. It was difficult to leH 
whether or not the foreign body had lodgtd in the sub- 
stance of the organ. The direction of the missile could 
not be made out. The patient was advised lo be quiet 
and return again on Monday. At the second presentaiion 
he was suffering fixim abundant inflammation of ihe deep 
strucinres of the eye; chemosia was very abundant, pain 
Tcry intense, and injection of the eye very marked. Dr. 
Noyes ihen determired to put the patient under chloro- 
form, and if possible extract the foreign body. In the 
event, however, of not being able to do an, it was under- 
stood by tlie sufferer that the whole globe should be extk- 
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pated. The body was bo deeply atuated that extraction 
was impOBsible, and accordingly extirpation was proceeded 
with. A chip of iron one-quarter of an inch in length, 
three-eighdiB of an inch in width and thickness, was found 
to have passed through the oomea, iris, and tower margin 
of the 1^8, burying itself in the vitreoue humor. 

lOLUIOSIB or DEtBlT. 

Dk. Post presented a mass of melanotic cancer which 
he had removed from the orbit of a woman, ret. 30, whose 
eye he bad extirpated some few montlis since, affected with 
the same disease. That spedmen woa at tlie lime also 
exhibited to the society, the growth being both within (he 
eyeball and behind it, with no communication between the 
two portiona, except by the optic nerve. The patient 
remained well for uiree months, when a second growth 
made its appearance, and increasing very rapidly in size 
was also removed. 



Db. Post also presented a neuroma removed from the 
ntnar nerve of a man aged 40 years. The tmnor Brat made 
its appearance when the patient was twelve years of age, 
since which lime he bad been subject to constant paroi- 
ysma of pain, whenever the swelling waa touched, it being 
quite tendM. There was also numbness of all those parts 
aapplied by the nerve. By the removal of the tumor the 
patjent was entirely reheved of the paroiyams of pain, 
though at the end of a fortnight the numbness referred to 
still existed. 

oBROKio HAinims BDOcmiD bt oarcerodb dibkasc 
Dr. Sands presented a cancerous tujnor with the fbllow- 
in^ history ; — A lady, 40 years of age, the mother of six 
children, with no hereditary predisposition, considered her- 
self in the enjoyment of perfect health up to last May, 
when she weaned her young child. Shortly after she 
noticed a small swelling in the right breast, which, how- 
ever, beiog painless, did not attract her serious attention 
until it began to increase in size, wben Dr. Parkerwas con- 
sulted about it. This was last October, and be advised its 
removal The operation was performed on the 11th of 
October last. The tumor occupied the substance of the 
right half of the gland, towards the pectoral muscle. The 
nipple was not retracted, neither were there any enlarged 
lymphatic glands in the axilla. The wound made by the 
operation was healed by the 11th day. 

A very careful microscopical examination of the tumor 
was made immediately after its removal Although pi 



evidences of that diseaae. The normal structure of the 
breast existed, with the addition of a lai^ quantity of 
plastic material, which gave rise to the supposition that tlie 
disease was the result of simple chronic inflammation of 
the breast The husband was accordingly assured that 
there would be no liability to the return of the diseaae. 
On the 24Ui instant, however, a second operation was per- 
formed, which consisted in tiie removal of the tumor pre- 
sented. Two months previous to the operation this lady 
noticed a swelling in the axilla, and she was advised not 
to have it removed until it began to grow quite rapidly. 
A few days before the operation she noticed a Kmall tumor 
on the inner side of the cicatrix of the former operation. 
Both these masses were removed,^ and were found on 
microscopical examination to be unquestionably cancerous 
in character. Dr. Sands had met with but few instances I 
of this kind ; viz. cancerous disease of breast following I 
noon simple chronic inflammation of that organ. He 
aUuded, in conclusion^ to the fact that inflammatory tumors | 
of the breast were identical in microscopical (^imposition , 
with many of those of a malignant character in the interior '. 
of the bouy. 

intt"-" — ■•- 



SURGICAL SECTION. 

NBW TOHK ACAOEVT OF KEDICINX, 

Btatd Uxniira, Uuch 18, IBOL 

DB. JAMES S. WOOD, CHAIEHAN. 

(Baportal bj J. P. Oiaaua, 1U>., Becntuy.) 

TBAOHEOTOMT IH CBOUP. 

Or very great influence on the success of the operation, ■ 
is the bearing which the medical treatment, before the case 
presents itself for tracheotomy, has had on the vital forces 
of the child : if it is weakened by bloodletting, adomel, 
blisters, emetics (principally antimonial, a method of 
treatment by the best authors now generally condemned), 
the operation is less prominng. 



The . 






iplication' of croup with general diphtberitio 
19, by most author&considered as excluding the 
of the esse ; but Dr. Barthez refusing on this 



:iple an operation, and finally agunst his o' 
tion, operating at the instance of two of his colleagues at 
the Hospital bt. Eugenie, saved the chiM. 

The cases of secondary croup ocaprring during or imme- 
diately after acariatina or naeasles, were conwdered br 
Trousseau as absolutely contra-indicating the operation. I 
have not found in literature a case of croup after scarlatina 
operated on with success. But my filUi case was a boy 
attacked with croup subsequent to scarlet fever. 1 ope- 
rated ; the wound became very soon diphtheritic ; but tlie 
boy was relieved, and exhibited every prospect of final 
recovery. The wound was nearly closed, his ^petite was 
good, he walked round and played even out of doors, but he 
died tliirty-one days aller uie operation from ansmia; the 
post-mortem examination having been very carefully made, 
and disclosing no lesion of any kind. I would not hed- 
tate t« consider myself justified in repeating the operation 
in a similar case. Of croup aAer measlus, successfully ope- 
rated on, Millard, in his " Th^" on tracheotomy in 
croup, cites three cases. According to this same author, 
the complication of hooping-cough or chronic bronchitis 
with croup would be rather encouraging to than forbidding 
the operation. Of more frequent occurrence and, therefore. 
of more importance, are the complications Of larynfreal 
croup with pneumonia, acute bronchitis, and broncliial 
croup. Ail such cases were considered formerly by Guer* 
sant as absolutely unfit for operation. But now the record 
of several successTully operated cases, refuting the gene- 
lality of his opiniona, at least in regard to bronchial croup 
and pneumonia on one side, are not very scarce, so that 
DOW only hilaieral pneumonia would give no prospect of a 
Bucceaafiii operation. Another circumstance still enhancing 
the importiuice of these complications of cronp with aflec- 
tions of the lungs, is their difficult diagnosis during the 
complications with croup. Auscultation, in a case of coa-- 
firmed croup, is utterly useless, and percnsuon, as experi- 
ence has shown, treacherous. The respiratory motion of 
the thorax and abdomen, and the celerity of the respiration, 
are the only signs of value in the appreciation of these com- 
phcalions. As to the action of tJie respiratory muscles I 
was of opinion that the very marked reaction of the lower 
end of the sternum and inferior ribs, and the jugular foes* 
accompanying each inspiration, indicated the liings free 
from pneumonia and broocbitia ; Dow I know that bron- 
chitis la not excluded by the above-named symptoms. In 
regard to the number of respirations, I am W from my 
own observations to state, that the more frequent and short 
the respiration is the leas chaAce is there for a favorable 
result of the operation. The quahty and frequency of the 
pulse I must consider as worthless in relation to uie pro- 
gnoais of the operation. 
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As chiMren tracheotomised for croup require & very care- 
fal and unusually frequent and assiduous attendsDce, the 
possibility ofeuco care should not be overlooked in calcu- 
lating the chftticee before the opemtion. Operations in hos- 
pitals, tlierefore, nronuse better results than those in genera] 
practice or in viU^es. ProC Roser, in Marburg, trans- 
ports, therefore, croupy cbildrea from the country villa^ 
to bis hospital in the city — aud, as his statiatica show, with 
the most satisfactory results. 

In regard lo the time when the operation should be per- 
formed " doctors dilTer." Some postpone the operation as 
tnuch as possible and undertake it only " in extremis," and 
in consequence have leas faromble results than tliose ope- 
rating earlier. Trousseau himself operated in the begin- 
ning " as early as possible ;" at a later period he left the 
early-as-possible doctrine, without however defining clearly 
the periwi when be operated ; and still later, quite recently 
he prefers agaia early operations. ' The impossibility of 
defioing clearly the time when to operate, is obvious. Be- 
ginning asphyxia seems to me the proper moment; the 
younger the diild the less likely will it bear dyspnoea, 
or recover from it, after having been for a certain time 
subject to iL The moment when the diildren present a 
livid-red face, hot ^in, and extreme restleffioess, is the best 
timei later they being pale, their skin cooler, in a word 
more soporous, the prospect of a good result after the ope-', 
ration diminishes in exact proportion to the length of time 
the child is so afiected. But very often, only too often, tbe' 
surgeon has no choice of the time for tlie operation ; from 
whatever cause the performance of the operation may have 
been delayed till the patient is actually in extreuiis, under 
otherwise favorable ciicumatancee, especially if the case is 
one of pure laryngeal croup, uncomplicated, a fiivorable 
issue can be hoped for, and the operation ought to be per- 
formed. 

The aniBStheBia of the skin, partial or general, asa conse- 
quence of oval cyanosis, by Bouchut considered as an indi- 
cation to hasten the operation^ ie by no meoDs constant. 
I am inclined to consider it rather an exceptional symptom, 
and therefore worthless in regard to the question of the 
time of the operation. Never did a case occur to mc, 
where having proposed to operate and being refused, the 
child nevertheless recovered. 

The operation being resolved upon, the qnestioo arises— : 
Can we use chloroform, and is there any benefit, without 
danger, in its useT Considering the operation a short one 
and not very painful, the respiration already impaired to 
such a degree that tlie inhalaiion of antesthetics seemed 
dangerous, I have not used chloroform in my first opera- 
tions; but encouraged by the record of cases in which it 
was used with benefit by othei's, I have used it in my later 
cases, and intend to continue its use, having seen no ill re- 
sults whatever from its use, and the operation being very 
much facilitated by it. The recovery from the influence of 
the antesthesis in these casex, seemed to me more than com- 
monly protracted, but in no manner alanning. I refcret 
not being able to st^te the name of the surgeon who first 
used chloroform in these cases. Dr. Voss then gave a 
short description of the anatomical features of the operation, 
which, however, differed in no essential particular ftom his 
published views in the journal referred to. 

Tha section then, on motion, atljaumed. 



Dn. William Sloak, "U.S.A., late Post Surgeon on 
Qovernor's Island, has been appointed chief medical officer 
of all the general hospitals lor aick and wounded soldiers 
in and around New York, Among other duties which 
devolve upon the chief medical officer is tiiat of giving cer- 
tificates of disabihty lo such soldiers as, in his judgment, 
should be discharged. Dr. Joseph P. Wrioht, Assistant- 
Surgeon U.S.A., succeeds Dn. Sloah oa Post Surgeon at 
Fort Columbus. 

Brioade-Suboiiok. — Dr. John W. Hunt, of N. T., has 
been appointed Brigade-Surgeon. 
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OF THE SOLUTION OF THE 



Dr. Jobs Gat, Surgeon to the Great Northern Hospital, 
reports in the Britah Urdieal Journal a number of cases of 
epithelial cancer, lupus exedens, and indurated chancre, 
which he has succest^fully treated by the external applica- 
tion of the solution of the pertiitrate of mercury. The 
first case reported was epithelial cancerous growUi on the 
lower lip, occupying tlie whole of the edge, but had not 
extended to the junotion of its mucous membrane with 
that of the jaw. Towards the left corner it had grown to 
the size of a large wabut, and the surface had ulcerated, 
exuding a thin and slightly offensive diEcliarge. It had 
been in existence about a year and a half, and was grow- 



pain for an hour or two, but having the effect of destroying 
a layer of the diseased growth, which came away aa a 
slough on tlie third day. Tha surface was soaked with the 
solution twice a week for a period of six weeks, with the 
same result after each application. " As it destjoved layer 
after layer of tlie cancer, so the wound deepened ; but at 
the same time the adjoining tissues closed in by granulalion 
from every point of healthy tissue, as this was stealthily 
reclaimed froln ihe invasion of cancerous growth, until at 
length, even under the conlinual applicaHon of-Vie agant, 
the whole surface threw out healthv granulations, and the 
wound healed with scarcely a mark, and without loss of 
healthy structure." Another case is reported in whiob 
exci^on was followed by a fungoid excrescence, which dia- 
chai^ed blood and Uiin pus, and grew rapidly. The solu- 
tion was applied in the same manner, and with the same 
result as in the previous case — the healing edge keeping 
close up to the limits of the diseased growthj and followiiij[ 
it as this gave way to the actjon of the caustic, until cicatn- 
sation became complete, and the patient was discharged 
well The value of this agent is, tliat it destroys the dis- 
ease, while it not only spares, but appears to quickenihe 
healing energies of the healthy tissues ; so that no sooner 
is the disease gone, but the wound is aliuoet cicatrised, and 
that without £e loss of tissues sustained by excision. The- 
same success attended its employment m treatment of 
lupus exedens, though it did not seem to destroy the tissues 
with which it came in contact as la epithelial cancer, owing 
perhaps to its not being applied so vigorously, or to the 
greater resistance shown by the lupous tissue, which diCfera 
(rom cancer in consisting principally of newlj formed con- 
nective tissue, with nuclealed cells. In removing Ihe indu- 
ration of chancre, he has derived benefit frutn combining 
the internal use of mercury with the topical application of 
the pemitrate; but care should be taken lo continue it only 
until the wound shows unmistakable evidence of healing, 
for the cicatrix has a peculiar induration resembHng that of 
~ tissue, and cannot be got rid ofl 

F TJIBICOSK DLCKIIS or THE LEO WlTHOtlT 



In a paper read before the Midland Medical Society, by 
3. H. Houghton, Esq., Surgeon to the Dudley Dispensary, 
the writer advocates the use of the flannel bandage sug- 
gested by Mr, llunt in 1857. . Since adopting this treat- 
ment be has been able to manage without dimcully, (MSes 
which he had before looked upon as next to iiicurat>le ; and 
14) effect a speedy cure without oonfioement, or the patient'a 
relinquisliing his usual occupation. Hb general course ia 
to strap the wound with a few strips of so^plaster; or 
dress it with some simple dressing, or water dresung, and 
apply the bandage by first making "one turn round the 
I bottom of the leg, then one under Ihe kAb of the foot^ over 
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the instep, uid round th« back or the foot (keeping the 
«dges or tbe roller aa low *a possible), and then ^in OTer 
the instep, till the lower edge of the bandage passes round 
the foot at the root of the toes, about two turns round the 
foot, and then mirvDy up tbe leg to the knee." He sajre 
tbe roller naturallj foUows this oourae, and will not r^uire 
a turn till it reaches the ealf; and moreover, if properly 
applied, it will lie quil« ^ren and remain imniovabfe for an 
inoefinite period. He reporta four of the most aggravated 
cases treated in the Dispensanr during tbe past four jears, 
•U of which were cared tmvimU rt«t. In one case tbe 
patient walked nine miles eveij time she had her leg 
dressed (twice a week), and during the whde time atooa 
at her work man; hours a daj. 8be was aneamic, and 
^ao)t quinine and iron during the treatment, which occu- 
pied just over a month. lo the second case six angrj 
tdoen, varying from the size of a Bbilling to Ibat of the 
palm of the hand, were cured in eighteen daj^s, the pstjent 
tbllowing her usual occupation the whole time. In the 
third case, an an^rr granular ulcer, larger than the palm of 
the band, with mdurated raised rages, and of five jeare' 
duration, yielded to treatment in five weeka. The fourth 
ease was a large varicose ulcer, four inches by three, deep, 
covered with an ash-oolored secretion, surrounded by ele- 
vated granular edges, very painful throwing oCT an ichorous 
discharge, and which had eztstea thirty years. The leg 
was strapped with soap-plaster, and rolled. Betooksarsa- 
parilla and iodide of potassium three times a day, and 
OI)ium night and morning. The patient walked twelve 
miles every time his leg was dressed, followei^ his occupa- 
tion as gardener throughout the treatment, and was per- 
facdy cured in eleven weeks. The advantages of flannel 
over caHco for the bandt^^ are, that it is suffirientty elastic 
to give uniform support, and sufficiently rough to prevent 
it 'from slipping and getting displaced. It is advisable for 
tbe patient to sleep with a thin stocking over die roller to 
prevent its being kicked off in bed. He mentions having 
used a material called "dometts" daring the past year, 
whidi he flunks preferable to flannel, in being mneh lighter, 
suffleiently strong and elastic fur tbe purpose, and about 
quarter the price. The roller must be accurately made, and 
in one piece. He gets eight yards of domette, has it 
washed, and cnta the rollers, measuring the width of each 
(two and a half inches) accurately with a rule. In this 

Eper Mr. H. doee not pretend to offer any new principles 
t to show the results of a mode of ^iplying an dd 
principle not geoeraHy practised. Tbe views contained in 
this paper are corroborated Ijy J. K. Spender, Esq., and 3. 
H. Orisp, Esq., in the BritiA Mtdkal Jmmal of Feb. 1. 
The former gentleman says the ulcers will yield still more 
quickly by onng a more soothing applicstion than soap 
plaster. He recommends an ointment containing a large 

Saantity of an alkaline earth (as chalk); spread thickly on 
nt it fbrms a protection to the sore, and neutrahses the 
foul secretion which often flows from it. He also recom- 
mends the compomid lead plaster of the Pharmacop<Eia, 
Mr. Mitchell, of the Lancaster Inflrmary, gives to the 
readers of the Lanal the following direcnons for treating 
old indolent nicers : — First wash the teg well, after which 
fill the excavated ulcer with finely powdered carbonate of 
iron, and apply a large linen pad, without allowing any 
moisture to come near ; then envelop the whole limb in a 
starched bandage, allowing it to remain three weeks or so, 
according to tbe extent of the ulcerated surftce. The 
patient need not be confined to bed, but may walk'a little 
aveiyday. 

ToLomxcB SoaoiciL Cosn rKoii ComnoTHmT. — Tbe 
followiBK medical gentlemen of Connecticut have volun- 
taered th«r tervicM to tbe Gorernment r^New Haven, 
Ih^ P. A. Jewetl, S. Qt. Hubbard, J. B. Townsend, C. A. 
Idndsley, L. J. tanford; Walerbnry, P. O. Rockwell; 
BTid[report, Robt Hubbard ; Westport, D. S. Burr j Strat- 
fbrd. R. C. McSwen; New-London, R McLord; Norwich, 
0. M. Csrleton, A. B. Haile; FrankUa, A Woodward: 
Hattferd, E. Brimky, P. W. EUsworth. 
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FINALE OF SWILL MILK. 
In a recent number, we bad to condole with our readers 
upon the failure of the "passage of tbe Metropolitan Health 
BiU; let us at present rejoice in the passage of a law " to 
preoeat fht advltenUon o/MOk, and prtvtwt (A« tnt^ in imt- 
pun and wnwhoUtomt miJk," which passed April 23d, and 
has since received the signature of Governor Morgan. 

It will not be forgotten by our medical readers that the 
New York Academy of Medicine has for several years shown 
an earnest and active interest in diis matter, and it is undoubt- 
edly by their exertions, and the facts that Ibey have so forci- 
bly and prominently brought forward, that tiie present Le- 
gislature have seen things in such a light se to frame and 
pass tbe present stringent law. We have further to rejoice 
at the pansage of this law, because it gives na great h<q>e 
for the future in the passage of other necessary saaitarf 
l^dBti(»i. Tbe most ardent ehemy of Swill Milk, not even 
Dft. Pkrcv, could have asked for no more stringent law to 
suppress this unwholesome traffic ; and yet, last year, a bill 
introduced by Senator Botch, that was mild in all its Ges- 
tures in comparison t« this, was rejected by the Legislature, 
Let those who are friends of Sanitary Beform take conr^ 
from this fact, and rest assured that so soon as they can 
educate the public mind to the proper point, they will not 
be baffled in their endeavor to secure life and improve 
health, even by all the money and political influence of th« 
City Inspector's Department 

' The history of the agitation of the SwfH Milk qaes- 
tim will inteT«st oor readers. As early as 1S41, Mr. 
R. HiRTLKT publidied a very excrilent little volume 
of some 200 pages, entitlnd " An Essay on Milk;'* 
but as tbe work was ^ first step in Reformation th« 
anthor could hardly hope that his »b] and labors, merito- 
rious and philanthropic as they were, conld produce tbn 
resnlts that he desired. In 1847, the Kew Tork Academy 
of Medicine ^^inted a committee to examine into and 
report the efieots of this swill milk upon tbe puUic health. 
This committee made a riiort report, which was publiriied 
in the Transactions of the AOademy. Several minor arti- 
cles from time to time appeared in the public newspapers, 
pointing out to the community the enMmous quantity of 
this BwiU milk that was sold, and its injtuious effects upoa 
the health of children using it. In 18A8, Ur. Fuvk Le»- 
uc exposed this most ne&rious traffic to the ocular inspec- 
tion of the community by means of his admirably itlnstratad 
newsp^ter. Here the public saw for themselves accurate 
drawings of the stables and of the poor stump-tail brutes 
oonSned within them, with all their unhealthy sores, filthy- 
condition, and crowded state. These investigations and 
exposures by Mr. Lmji created such exdtement that the 
Board of Health convened to investigate the matter; and 
although they made it a pohlical question and refused to 
interfere to suppress the traffic, they, on the 7tb of June, 
1868, " Resolved, That the Academy of Medidne he re- 
quested to lay before the Boacd auoh &Dta and evi^enoe 
Da izncnyGOOQU: 



AoMilenidfsSlol TIedm. 



FINALE OP SWILL MILK. 



' VarlT, II 



270 



u thejr may have in relation to the millt furnished to our 
citiiens." At this request, the Academy of Medicine ap- 
pinnted a committee, the various members of which Ti^ited 
the different etables in and aroand &e City where swill was 
fed to COYTS. Thej were accompanied Id their visits by Ur. 
Solon Robinaon as judge of the quality of the cattle kepb 
•od by Hr. F. F, Devoe as butdier. AfWr some months 
- of labor U»is committee preeeoted a Report to the Academy 
confirming in the moat po»tive manner the unhedthineas of 
the animals and of the milk. This main report is short, but 
fiQed with &ct9, and refers the Academy to a separate 
report made to the committee by Df. S. Percy. This report 
of Dr. Perot's is more than could be expected of one indi- 
Tidual, and shows untiring energy, perseverance, and in- 
dustry; taking up the matter as though no previous invei- 
tigatioDS had been made, he commences ah iniHo, and goes 
tbrou^ every branch of the subject in regular order. From 
the stables be goea to the influence of the atmo^here 
within them upon the re^iration and health of the oowa; 
he makes experiments upon the temperature, the dew pmnt, 
and the chemical composition of the atmosphere of tiie 
■tables, and proves that no animal in such confinement 
oould be healthy. He next takes the temperature and 
analysis of the swill upon which the cows are fed, and shows 
its compontion, and how ntterty unsuitable it is for the sup- 
port of animd life ; that the process of distillation has ren- 
dered it deficient in the elements that are essentially requi- 
site, and that in addition acetous fermentation and putre- 
factive decompositions have formed vinegar and other sub- 
stances that are slowly poisonous. Many minute chemical 
aodyses are (hen made, pointing out distinctive differences 
between it and country milk. A lengthened table of these 
analyses is given which alone would have occupied manyin- 
TeHtigators more than the time expended upon the whole 
report; and in addition to these there are analyses of milk 
from drunken women and fiom those living in damp and 
dark basements. AnanalysisofthebutteriSBlso given, which 
proves It deficient insome of the most essential components. 
PromthcaefactsDR.FEROT then proceeds to trace the eSecta 
of this swill milk upon the herith of many children using it, 
and he proves from numerous cuses that a frighlM mortality 
r«Mltii from the use of such milk, and ^ows that death fre- 
qnently takes place fi^m its use, mi points otit some of the 
post-mortem appearvnoes. Before the puMioatioB of tUs 
Report of Dr. Percy's, we had but little that could be called 
&ota to guide ua ; assertion* were made as to the unheal- 
ihiuBSB of the milk, which were stoutly denied by the pro- 
ducers of the article. Now, we have exact and scientific 
data, which are conclusive, a«d upon which further iavesd- 
gations can be made. 

The observations and deductions made by those who pre- 
ceded Dr. Percy were, in the main, correct ; and the deli- 
neations of Mr. Leslie, horrible as they were, fell very short 
of the truth; but all failed to prove that sickness and morta~ 
Uty were caused by the use of this " swill milk.'' In Dr. 
Percy's Report the existence between cause and e^ct 
was most plainly and incontestably demonstrated, and dis- 
ease and death were proved to have been caused by the 
me of this artiiile, tad health was restored by mere abeti- 
nence from it We have dwelt, therefore, upon this report, 
because it furnished the facts that were needed to. enable 
our Legislators to frame the present law, and because it 
eOiUuns nearly all that we require to sucoenfiilly carry the 
law into operation. 



We have dwelt some little '^me upon this subject, feeling 
that it is an important one in a sanitary view, and knowing 
that with the passage of the present law it must be again 
brought before the attention of the profession. At the last 
meeting of the Academy of Medicine the law, which we 
have given in a previous nnmber, and which we will again 
give below, was read, and a committee <^ three was ap- 
pointed to consider what action was necessary to be taken 
by the Academy on the subject. This committee consists 
of Drs. a R. Perot, W. Parker, and I. £. Tatlou. 

It is already understood that oppoation is to be made to 
this Bill, and it behoves ever; member of the Academy to 
use all his Infiuence to cause it to be promptly obeyed, and 
to aualain their committee should they bring forward some 
feasible plan to abate the nuisance. The last report made 
by the Academy at the request of the Board of Health, has 
never yet reached that body, and still quietly rMts in the 
handaof ex-MnyorTiemann, who, as President of the Board 
of Health, received the report, but never called the Board 
together : it will be well to recollect this fact, that when 
the Board again meets it may be presented to thero. The 
whole report is |Hnnted in the 2nd VoL of the Trumetions 
of the Academy of Medicine, Part 4. 

We have no doubt that we shall have occasion again to 
crU the attention of the Profession to this subject, and we 
wish that each member would study the matter so that he 
may present further facts and evidence, when tbey are 
needed. What we now principally need, are phiknthropio 
and influential individuals who will lend every assistance in 
their power to enforee the law, for we cannot expect the 
law to be generally observed unless somepersona will give 
it their personal attention. 

We would remind our readeri that the public are indebt* 
ed for this bill to Hr. E. Corhill, who reported it from the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

An Ad to Prevent the AduUeralfon o/Mifk, andprevent the 

traffic in impure and wnokoUKHne Uillt. Passed April 

23d, 1862. 
Tub People of the State of New Toik, represented in 
Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows : 

Sec. L Any person or persons who shall sell m exchange, 
or expose for sale or exchange, any impure, adulterated, or 
onwltUesome milk,BbaU be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and on cwiviction shall be punish^ by a fine of not lets 
than fil\y dollars and if the fine is not paid, shall be im- 
prisoned for not less than thirty days in the penitentiBry or 
county jail, or until sud fine and coata of suit shall be paid. 

Sia 2. Any person wlio shtdl adulterate milk with the 
view of offering the same for sale or exchange, or shall keep 
cows for the production of milk for market, or for aale or 
exchange, in a crowded or unhealthy condition, or feed the 
same on food that produces diseased or unwholesome milk, 
shall be deemed piilty of a misdenteanor, and on convic- 
Uon shall be pumahed by a line not leas than fifty dtjlan, 
and if the fine is not paid, shall be imprisoned for not leas 
than thirty days in tlie peniteatiary or county jail, or until 
said She and coats of suit shall be paid. 

Sec 3. Any person or persons who shall engape in or 
c«Ty on the sale, exchange, or any traffic in milk, shall have 
the cans in which the milk is exposed for sale or exchange, 
and the carriage or vehicle from which the same is vended, 
oonepKiiotidy marked with his, her, or their names, also 
indicating by swd mark the locality from whence said milk 
is obtained or produced, and for every neglect of such mark- 
ing, the person or persons so neglecting shall be subject to 
the penalties of the foregoing section ol this Act. But for 
every violation of ^is Act, bj so marking said cans, car- 
riage or vehicle,as tocouvey the idea,(hat s«d milU is i»o- 
i.gi.ocoyCTOOglC 
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cured from a diSerenl locality than it really ia, tbe person 
or persons so oSeoding shall be subject to a Bne of one 
htmdred dollars or imprisonment in the penit«Dtiary or 
county jail, or both, at the discretion of the Court. 
Sbo. 4. This Act sball take eCToct immediately. 

THE WEEK. 
Tai Lancet, in speaking of the pravaleDce of fever in the 
iiouses of the rich, refers to the views of Mr. Rigby, a prac- 
tical builder, upon the subjecL 

" In the Rrat place, we arrange our nater-closeta in mich 
a way with eacli other, that any evil in the one soon puts 
its neighbor out of order olsa Where two closets exist 
— Ai upper one for the female^ and a lower closet for 
the aervanta— they are generally made to communicate 
with each other by the soit'pipe (being placed one under 
tbe other) ; and by the same means the upper cistern 
ia connected with the lower cistern, ihe overflow of 
water being brought into (he lead-trap and into (he soil- 
pipe by a waste-pipe. In the seconiplaee, we misuse our 
water-closets. Instead of keeping them for tbe one pur- 
pose for which they are intended, they are used by ser- 
vants as a common receptacle for all sorts of refuse and 
slops from the nursery and ijed-rooms. Thus arise defects 
in the uniform working of the traps and pipes of the upper 
closet. In the third place, the lower closet is gcaerally 
supplied with water from a cistern in Ihe kil«hen or scul- 
lery, furnished with waate-pipea, sinks, etc., all communi- 
cating witli dnuns attached to upper closets. This cistern 
is used for domestic purposes, and supplies the water for 
the breakfast and tea-table, and for culinary operations 
generaUy. In some cases iie water is even drunk without 
being submitted to ihe process of boiling. If all this be 
true — and personal knowledge warrants ub in affirming it 
to be so — it is at once apparent how severe may be the 
effects produced upon the health of a whole household 
simply from an imperfectly acting valve in an upper water- 
ckset. However, from this constandy occurring combina- 
tion of evils, we have, upon tbe one hand, foul soil-pipe 
and sewer-air escaping through the sink and water-pipes 
into the nursery and bed-room floors, and into the ci'tem 
from tbe air-pipe at Ihe back of ^e closet-basin. Upon 
tlie other hand, the water of the cistern, poisoned by tbe 
confined ur, descends below, and acts with double force, 
rendering impure not only the air, but the water olso, in 
•U parts of the house. In a very great majority of houses 
we believe it to be the cose that the water-closet pipes 
commuuicate with cisterns used for domestic purposes. 
FurtbiT, in many dwellings the presence of a wash-liand basin 
and plug in the bed-room, witn a pipe beneath introduced 
into the soil-pipe to carry off tlie waste water, adds to the 
evil by permittmg of the escape of foul sewer air into the 
sleeping room." 

Tbk New York Ophthalmic Hospital was removed on the 
1st inst from 63 3d Avenue, to the comer of 4ih Avenue 
and 28tb Street. The building has been Stted up speciully 
for the purpose, and is now ready for tlie reception of 
patients. The location, being in the immediate vicinity of 
the Medical Colleges, is such as lo oOTer increased &cilities 
to medical students who desire to study diseases of the eye. 
The hospital is open every Monday, Thursday, and Satur- 
day, from 1 to 3 p.m. To patients, the cbargc of board b 
$3 50 per week. The attending surgeons are Drs. Mark 
Stevenson, Marcus P. Stevenson, and J. P. Oarrish. 

FimEN hundred patients from the Military Hospitals at 
Yoriitown and Newbem have arrived in this city during 
the past six days. Upwards of twelve hundred of these 
came on board the Hospital Tronsports of the Sanitary 
The plan of removing diseased and ieoble 



men from the military hospitals in malarious and insalu- 
brious districts like that of the Virginia Peninsula, to the 
healthy regions of the North, was early and urgently sug- 
gested by the Sanitary Commission. Twenty-five hundred 
patients, it ia reported, were made over to the CommiBsioa 
by the Military authorities in a single day, and we are in- 
formed th.»t in the brief period of about ten days nearly 
four thousand patients have actually been removed by their 
steamers. Aie the constituted authorities prepared for the 
reception and care of these patients? Observations during 
the past week have shown that there is urgent need of 
greater energy in preEsipg forward the preparation of pro- 
per Hospitals, as well as better arrangements for the dis- 
embarkation and distribution of the patients upon arrival. 
We hope Surogon-General Hauuokd will issue a General 
Order or recommendation upon this subject. 

Wi would callthe attentionof those of our readers interested 
in sui^ry, to the ingenious tourniquet, a description of 
which appears below. It is an instrument which possnsses 
decided advantage over any other of the sort, and deserves 
at thf hands of every one an impartial trial. It is pecu- 
liariy odapted to the wants of soldiers, and we are glad to 
hear that a large number have been ordered for the army. 

Dbs. Willahh Parker, Stephen Surra, and EiaSAM, of 

Brooklyn, having been ordered to report themselves at 
Fortress Monroe, left for that place during the piBt week, 
accompanied by Dr. N. C. Hosted and Robert Watts Jr., 
as Assistants. 
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NEW AND IMPROVED TOURNIQUET. 
As ingenious tourniquet has recently been devised by 
Dbb. Lee and LAvetin of Peekskill, which has l>een ap- 
proved by the leading surgeons of the country, to whom 
It has been submitted. The following description will 
convey a general idea of its peculiarities: — 



Fl,.l. 
Tlie small or arterial pad, A P, is to be applied so that 
llie artery of the arm or leg may be between it and the 
bone ; the poifila lor effecting tins are indicated by figs. 2 
and 3. (In fig. 2, in order to show Ihe smaller pad clearly, 
it has been represented rather too near the front of tbe arm, 
to compress ific artery moat readily.) Tlie pads, A P, C 1*, 
are furnished with wings, W, to prevent the bands holding 
them upon the limb from tightly pressing it before and be- 
hind. Thus the blood is allowed to pass down in small 
quantities through the small branches of the arteries, and 
to pass up through the small not only, but some of the 
large brandies ofthe veins. The wines are attached by 
binges, H, lo favor compact packing. N E represents an 
ineliistic band, which by one end is attaciied to the nar- 
rower wing of (lie smaller pad, while tbe other end, pass- 
ing over the wings of the other pad, and under its loop?, 
L, and then through a buckle, is attached to the elastic 
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band, £. The counteracting pad, C P, should be oppo^te 
to the arterial pad, A P ; hence, C P is movable on the 
inelMtic band, K £. 



rig.!. 



rig. 8. 



To apply the Tourniquet, let Uie small pad be placed with 
the pointed wing up, and bo ihat the artery mill be between 
the pad and the Done of the limb ; slip the large pad on the 
band, so that its wing nearly touches the wing of the small 
pad; then bring it up on the limb till opposite to the small 
pad ; then fiass the band through the free or pointed wing, 
P, of the small pod, and draw up the band till snug, where 
it may be held by tlic points, or it can be passed through 
the buckle, and thus Titsleued. Itcan be drawn tight enough 
to arrest (be blood by these means alone ; but the better 
way is, to merely draw the inelastic anug, and let the points 
bold it; then pass the elastic band around in the direction 
6howninFigs.2Rnd3, and fasten the end by tucking !t under 
one of ihe turns. The power with which the elastic will 
act, will depend upon its tension. If great power is re- 
quired, it should be put around, atrelched to its utmost: but 
usually two or three turns, moderately stretched, will be 
sufficient for the desired object. 

If the rapid flow of blood will not permit the application 
of the pads, the elastic alone, wound around, well extended, 
will always step all Bow, and can be aj^lied in an instant, 
after which the pads of the same or another tourniquet can 
be properly applied. In some instaiicea, compressed sponge 
or a compress may be appbed directlj to the wound, and 
confined there witli the smaller pad with benefit. 

If it is detdrable that the surTaceof the smaller pad shonld 
be conTex, a common bandage roll can be easily apphed 
and fastened, either across or in the direction of the aiiery, 
and by a few turns of the roll each way, an excellent 
" thumb point" can be formed. But, under ordinary cir- 
cumstance!', the coDCBTe surlace will be found the best, as 
it covers more surlace, is more sure to include the artery, 
and to retain tlie artery compressed. A little practice will 
eoable any person to apply this instrument with entire suc- 
cess and Uie most perfect satisfaction, as it is readily adjust- 
able to every requirement. 

PoisoMiRo FROH Arbihical Papeb — Four children of s 
laborer, residing at Limehouse (Fng.), were poisoned re- 
cently by playing with paper hangings colored with a pre- 
paration of arsenic. They tore off pieces from the wail 
'and sucked liie green color off. 
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Thb carpal bones, the radial margin, and that of the ulna 
are like the palmar surface of the hand, covered, as you see, 
with wadding. Tlie whole foreurm I now cover with a 
shirt sleeve cut open, and make some incisions in it, in order 
to be able to apply the sleeve smoother. The forearm must 
be bent in the cubitus. The extenwon must thus be maje 
on the hand, and the counter extension on the under end 
of the shoulder. The radial margin must look upwards, the 
ulnar one downwards. The hand must, according to the 
direction of the broken ends, be abduced inwards or out- 
wards. The palmar and doi^at side of Ihe forearm must tje 
covered witii graduated compresses. On these the gypsum 

S lints are applied, and with two layers of transverse strips 
out »x inches wide fastened and extending from the con- 
dyles of the upper arm, as you see here, to the fingers. 
Sometimes the hand must be fixed at an obtuse angle with 
the forearm, in order to facilitate the adaptation and union 
in obhquc fractures. 



FRACttJRS or 

The forearm must be completely extended, if the- frac- 
tured upper end is drawn high upwards, or else the fore- 
arm must be a little bent The upper fragment must be 
poshed down by means of the fingers, and approximated 
to the lower end. Wadding should be placea aronud the 
upper fragment and the elbow. The vrluiU arm is then 

E laced in a cut sleeve of a shirt. A circular compress murt 
e applied above the upper broken end, which thns will be 
CbcMl downwards. A gypsum spUnt is placed on the 
k part of the upper arm. It must be a hand wide, and 
long enough to reai^ from the i^oulder joint (o the upper 
broken end. Another gypsum spUn^ of the length of the 
whoh arm, is applied to the inner side. Five or six traiu- 
varte itript, five or aix inches wide, fix the splints to the 
upper siiii, elbow joint, and the forearm. As you see the 
application of the bandage lakes but little time. 



The nrm must be bent at the elbow, the fractured ends 
approachtd lo each other by pressure on tlie olecranon, 
exerted from behind and sideways (internally and external- 
ly), on the condyles. The extension should be made on ihe 
upper part of the forearm, wliile benu The whole upper 
extremity is placed in a sleeve ; its condyles, olecranon, 
and elbow, are surrounded with vaddinp. A circular Ion- 
guette is applied around the elbow join L One gypsum 
splint is appUcd to the back of the limb, as wide as the 
hand is long ; another similar splint on Its inner side. Trans- 
verse incisions must be made on both sides of the splints, 
in the region of the elbow joint, in order to fix tliem easier 
and smoother. Fire tramveree itn'pt, in double layers, of 
the same width and length as in fracture of tlie olecranon 
are then apphed. 

rBAcrms nr thi middle of thi nommtrs. 

The arm must be bent in the elbow, and extension made 
in Ihe upper third of the forearm. The same bandage op- 
plied as in (taclures of the lower third. If the fractured 
ends are much dislocated, the extremity must be fastened 
to the trunk as in fractures of the neck of the upper arm. 

FBACTVBt or TH( NKK OF TBI BtTMtRlTa. 

The tnmk is surrounded by a cor»et or Unen cut in the 
same way, or the patient is drefoed In a linen jacket, with 
sleeves cut open, or with a vest, &c. A conical pad is 
placed in the axilla. The injured limb must be abduced 
from the trunk at an acute angle and surrounded with a 
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cntopen iloeve. The »rrapit, condyles, and elbow joint 
are protected with wadding. A strong compress is applied 
het-weea the thoulder blades. An OMistant Sxes with his 
hands the trunk and the shoulder blade of the injured aide. 
Another one bendi the forearm in the elbow joint, and ex- 
tends the upper arm in its lower third. Tbe surgeon grasps 
with bolh hands the Jitad of the shoulder, and ixowda out 
thefrscturedendoftbe axilla. A long gypsum splint, bent 
at a right anfrfe, and hand-wide, is placed ^ng the bock 
of Ihe limb, from the acromion to the band ; another splint 
is applied to the front uf the limb, reaching from ihe ann- 
pjt also to the band. 

Incisions must be made on both margins of the splints, 
Id the region of the shoulder and elbow joints, in order to 
facilitate iheir adapUtioD. The splints must be pressed 
on the limb and surrounded by nve transTerse strips in 
■ingle layers. The limb is then brought near the trunk 
and fastened to it by means of a strip eight or (en inches 
wide. This broad »trip is covered with narrower stripa, 
three or four inches broad, as in the third banda^ of Des- 
aault for the fracture of the collar bone. 

If the broken eud« are not much dislocated, a sinele 
■plint in fi-ont, or one behind, Bzed to the limb, brou^t 
near the trunk by transveree stri^ is entirelT sufficienL 
I require for the application of thia bandage the kind as- 
sistance of Di's. P. and D., besides that of Dr. IL ; it is, 
hovever, not necessary that the assistants should be medi- 
cal men, and soldiers may do you the aame service, 
although perhaps oM so adroitly as our £nends hsre did it. 

rRACTCKB OP THE CUTICLI AMD OP TBB ACROHtON. 

The tnmk and the limb are inclosed, ai in fractures of 
the neck of the shoulder, in a jacket, vest, etc. In the 
axilla is placed a oonicot pad, with toe obtuse angle up- 
wards. Betwewi the shoulder blades a strong compresA 
The fracture is reduced by drawing backwards both shoul- 
der blades, and carrying the shoulder batdcwards, and 
pushmg the elbow from behiw upwards. In this position, 
the arm being bent at the elbow, is fixed to the trunk by 
a broad transverse stjip of gypsum bandage. On the 
fracture is placed a long graduated compress. The whole 
blether is then fastened by Desaault's third (CrianguUr) 
baodam, made of two or three long transverse strips (three 
yards long and four fingers wide). 

nAOTCTBa OP TBB Biss AMD or ths bost or tbi: aaotrtoiB 

BLADIS. 

The rump is enveloped aa in fractures of the claTicle. 
Between the shoulders a strong graduated compress is 
placed, and in the axifla wadding. A broad strip around 
the rump, from the axilla to the lower false ribs, half a 
yard broad. Above the claviclee, two strips, painted with 
^psum solution and fastened to the transverse belt. Over 
It another strip, half as narrow and twice as long as the 
first one^ twice around the trunk. In fracture of one of 
the first Inree upper ribSj some strips are carried over both 
clavicles in the form of^ a cross. In all this kind of frac- 
tures the bandage is applied in the sitting poBture. In the 
preparation of splmts for fractures of the npper extremi- 
ties, the coarse sack linen is doubled or taken three-fold. 
PBACTURi or TBB US (tidia aud rnin.A). 

The 1^ and the foot are envdoped in a stocking cut open 
along the seam. The hatl is put in the striking cut out, 
and remains uncovered. Around the malleoli, on the dor- 
■um of the tibia, on the hamstrings, in the popliteal space, 
and on the kneecap, as well aa on the dorsal side of the 
foot, wadding is placed. 

WiUi considerable displacement, the extension is made 
bj half flexion of the knee joint, otherwise with extension 
of the knee. A ^lint one-eighth of a yard wide, and 
readiing from the knee to the hed, is placed on the back 
of the hmb. Two other splints, three fingers wide, ex- 
tending from the patella to the toe, are put on both sides 
of the leg. Both aplinls are fixed firm^ to the leg, and 



after having been incised in the neighborhood of the ankle, 
they must be covered with four or five transverse strips. 
These transverse strips are one-tbird of a yard wide aiid 
applied in double layers. The front splint must be &stened 
to the back of the foot by two other small transveree strips. 
The hed remains uncovered. 

If the broken ends are distant from eaefa other, as often 
happens in fractures of the leg, it is necessary, in order to 
accomplish the reduction, to lift the heel, to be able to 
approximate the lower fragment to the upper fractured 
surface, or the foot must be bent much inwards, and re- 
tained in diis position by assistants, until the bandage is 
hardened ; if the skin is irritated by a fragment, or (breat- 
eiied to be pierced, the application of openings (windows) 
is necessary, in order to be able to examine at will the in- 
jured spot. 



The appdicaUoo of the bandage must be made in the 
half-sitting position of the patient The knee roust be 
stretched, tlie injured limb lifled, and the thigh-bone bent 
in the hip-joint under an acute angle. The whole limb is 
now enveloped in an old half of a drawer. Wadding must 
be placed in the regions mentioned at the fixmt of the 1^, 
The upper fragment of the knee-cap must be approximated 
to the lower one, with the hands aa much as possible, and 
retained in this position by the hands by graduated com- 
presses and (circle tours) rollers. On these are applied in 
the bend of the knee, two or three I^ers of transverse strips 
(three fingers wide) in figure of eight turns. On the back 
of the limb is also placed a splint five inches wide, reach- 
ing from the tuberositas ischii to the heel ; it must be 
fastened with transverse strips to the leg, knee, and thigh. 



Extension while lying on the back. An assistant fixes 
the pelvis, another one stretches the knee, sei7.e8 the foot in 
tlie vicinity of the malleoli, and extends it The reduction 
is effected by seizing with both hands the broken endsj to- 
gether with the soil parts. The whole limb must be enve- 
loped, as in the treatment of the fracture <^ the knee-can. 

One long splint (six inches wide) is placed on the back of 
the whole extremity, from the tuberositas ischii, extending 
to Ihe heel , another ec|ually wide splint is put on (he front 
from the groin, extending to the toes. Both are fixed bj 
five or six ti'ansverse strips (five inches wide) in two layers. 
The lower end of the front splint must also be fastened by 
two or three narrow strips, carried around the back of the 
foot in eight tours, leaving the heel uncovered. 
rxAOTuBES or thb dppbb ako iudulb team or rat thiob- 

BOME AND OF TBI PELVIS. 

Extension while the patient is laid faoriEOntally. The 
pelvis must lie fixed firmly by a strong assistant pressing 
the hip bones to a mattress. The aswstant must take car« 
(hat the crista ihi be laid equallv high on both sides. Tb« 
whole lower extremity of the injured ude, and the whol* 
pelvis, must bo enveloped in a divided drawers, cut open 
along the seam'. The whole pelvis must then be surrounded 
by wide bandages, covering the crista of the hip bones and 
the large IrochantCTs. Wodding or hemp must be placed 
OD the malleoli, the back of the foot^ aronnd the knee-joint, 
on the dpiua cruralis. in the inguinal region, around the 
trochanter major and tne perineum. The extension is made 
by lifUng up the extremity, bent at the knee-joint, and 
grasping the foot, as is usn^ly done in taking oB' another 
person's boots. 

A gypeum bandage, the middle and lower part about six 
inches wide, on the upper, however, somewhat more than 
seven inches, is placed on the outer side of the extremity ; 
it reaches from the crista ilii to the sole. In difierent 
Pegions, as oppoeite the inguinrl on the knee and foot-joint, 
it must be incised. A second splint of the same width, 
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aleo overlap somewhsL Tlie upper endft of the outer and 
inner splinls lU-e fastened to the peJvis bj broad traneverae 
■trip?, which surround the pelviB, once and a half ways, to 
the extent of lour fingers, in two layera, applied like a epica 
in fieura of eifht turns. Both splints rouat be pressed bj 
the Tianda, and fastened to the thigh and leg bv five or six 
transverse strips of four inches, applied in two layers. The 
lower end of the spUnta must be bent towardt and to the 
foot-sole ; strips three fingers wide are fixed to the foot and 
its back. The heel remuns uncovered. l"he extension of 
the limb must be continued until the bandage is dry. 

If the dislooa^on of Uie broken ends is considerable, and 
the limb much shortened, then instead of a «mp1e bandage, 
a double transverse strip must be carried around the pelvis 
in form of an 8. In tbia case it is also neceeeary that »ne 
should fix the splints to the pelvis, while another presses at 
the same time tne splints to the back of the foot and to the 
knee. By this proceeding time in gained, and the bandage 
drying on those parts, quickly acts like an extending ma- 
chine, preventing the booes trom slipping over each other, 
and the pelvis from being displaced. 

In fractures of the lower .extremity, the coarse-sack- 
linen used for splinta must be taken and folded in four, or 
at least three. Pirogoa"B experience is, tliat in oblique 
frocluree of the upper or middle thirds of the thigh, the 
bandage cannot be applied so accumtcly as to answer all 
desiderata. The muiual eatenaion, the fixing of the pelvis 
only bj asmstants, the lifting of the patient from the bed, 
in order to carry around him the bandngea, and the appti- 
caiioD of transverse strips around the pelvis and hip jomt, 
all prevent the accurate application of the bandage. Aller 
the bandage has been applied, it is very difficult to knuw 
whether ibo pelvis ia adjusted, and the limb sufficiently 
exiended. The hands alone of the assistanla can neither 



form cuntinued .> 

(spica) around the pelvis prevents atill more the fixation of 
the pelvis, as well as the extension of the limb. The 
nssiatanta who have to stand near the patient prevent the 
surgeon from executing the necessary manipulations, and 
superintending the application of the bandage. In order 
to obviiite all these difficulties, the patient is placed during 
the ^plication of the gypsum bandage in fractures of 
the thigh, on a peculiar bench, consistiDg of three re- 
movable pieces, provided with short feet, which may 
be placed on the mattress of a second bed, close lo iJiat 
of the patient, who then is laid on the bed-board, which 
elevates him half a foot and belter allows the application 
of the bandage. To the upper piece calculated for receiv- 
ing the trunk, both crests ofthe ilium are fixed by a Nmple 
mechanical contrivance. The extension of the limb is pro- 
duced by weights attached to the stocking. First, the 
bandage is applied around the pelvip, after having removed 
the narrow middle piece, corresponding lo the peliis, so 
that the sacrum lies free. The patient, therefore, is not 
lifted, and the injured limb does not require to be moved 
upwards and downwards. 

At lirst two layers of sack linen stripa, spread with gyp- 
sum solution, are placed like a Scultetus bandage on the 
bed-board, after having put it on a second empty bed, in 
the vicinity of the patient. The injured extremity must 
be enveloped, as mentioned, with hnen, and surrounded 
where necessary with wadoing, and then the patient is 
cautiously removed under continual extenuon from his bed 
on to the bed-board. The board being elevated on feet of 
from thiee to uz inches, the patient ia raised high, and 
thus the application of the bandage is bcilitated to the sur- 
geon and Bssiatants. The patient lies with the sacrum on 
the middle board, and the injured limb, from the groin to 
the fort, rests on the bandag« ready made upon the foot^ 
board. The tubera iachii are situated below the promi- 
nence (elevation) of the foot-board. Thecrestsof the hip- 
bones he between the excavations of the boms. The 



homa are firmly pressed upon, and fixed to the hip-bone. 
They are aiiualed exactly between tbe anterior, wiperior, 



spina ilii, and the trochanter major, and can be fixed in 
every situation by means of the screws. The middle 
board ia then removed, the sacrum of the patient thus lies 
free, so as to allow the circular bandage to be carried 
around it. Subsequently, a broad band, with a wei^t, ii 
attached to the fool-joint, and hung over the roller, Tho 
bandage is now applied. The middle board is then aguD 
pushed in, and the patient remains for some time on the 
bed-board, until the gypsum bandage is hardened and dry. 
If the extension should be necessary to be continued, ha 
remains od the bed-board for some time longer. 



The diaplaoement of the ft-agments in firadure* of the 
bone, is a irequent and very unfavorable accident, wbldi 
with the degree of complication becomes miwe dangerous^ 
and its treatment more difficult and tedious. If a displaceci 
unreduced fractured bone is not consolidateii, united by tlie 
exudation of callus, the consequence is a Pteudarlhrotu, 
which is not easily remedied. But if the fractured bone ia 
firmly united by a callous maaa, the displaced broken ends 
thus united cause the limb io appear deformed or shortened, 
curved, and it may be urelees. Although amputation might 
be justifiable in many similar caaes, it nevertheless becomes 
the imperative duty of Ihe military surgeon to try the con- 
servative plan of retaining the limb, or some parts of It 
The great triumph achieved by modem military and civil 
Bur^reons, in retaining what formerly used to be removed 
by rule; distinguishes modem from ancient siirgerr, and 
the experience herein of military as well as of civil sur- 
geons, warrants a trial and imitation of the treatment on 
cunservative principles. I shall for that rearan dwell some- 
what longer on the means of facilitating the conservation 
of the endangered parts, and I will consider, (a) The re- 
position of the fragments in serious complicated trictares in 
general, and lho?e with Bpliotcrs. (i) The situation of the 
hmb in the extended or bent position, or on swings. 
(c) The mode of extension and retention in complicated 
fractures in gener^. 

(a) RE-POSITION OB RsnucnoH of thi nucntuii bones, 
is somewhat tedious to both surgeon and patient — to the 
former on account of the great displacement, the re-pod- 
tion being impeded by wounds, swelling, and muscular 
spasm — to the patient on account of the immense pain 
the re-position causes under similar circutn stances. If the 
bone is, however, P.taUy cniahed, and the fracture thua a 
comminuted one, the re-position is more easily accom- 
plished, and it may even happen that if the bone be nilin- 
lered, no displacement in the longitudinal diameter of the 
bone occurred, aa you will hear wlien I come to treat of 
comminuted fractures produced W gantliol. It ia neoessM7 
to be cautious in manipulations ior re-position of so severe 
fractures, and it is preferable to allow a shortening of the 
limb, for the means of retaining the parts thus displooedara 
utterly in^plicabte on account of their positively injurioui 
effeoL By forcible traction, terslon, or reduetitHi, toe irri- 
tated pans become still more injured, the sharp ends of Ihe . 
splinters being driven into tlie soft parts by such a mani- 
pulation, andneuce leeroorrhages may arise, and also severe 
pun. The muscular spasms, which often occur, in splin- 
tered fractures of the leg for instance, supervene in thettrtt 
two or three niehts after the reduction, in the form of 
mdden, conwtaive, painfui contractions of the limb, dis- 
turbing and rousing the patient suddenly, displacing by it 
the reduced splinters so much that a new re-poaition be- 
comes necessary; frequently the ^aams associate witk 
infiammations, and are thus still more dangerous. 

A slightly l>ent position of the Umb, together with a 
small dee of opium or eatuu^i* indka, or diloroform in- 
haled, and in the iKflammatory stages ebetraction of blood, 
warm water dressings and mmenlations, are used nnder 
such circumstances cdten with benefit TiOamu, however, 
ia to be apprehended. The re-position alone is not suffl- 
oient to evade those fatal muacukr spasou, altbongfa the 
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reduction, if auccesarulij Bccomplished, and the parU, if 
thoa retaiDed, may contribute much to the alleviation of 
tlie Bposm. Re posilion should be tried without an appa- 
ratus, but Ui« exteD^on should be conBded to intelligent 
UBistanU. 

(b) TBE SITDATIOtI OF TBI IIJJUBKD LIMB IN THK IXTKHDED OR 
BENT POSITION, OR OH BWIKOS. 

The Mverely injured limb, and the easily diqilaced splin- 
ters, require above alt reit and the moet secure and com- 
fortable position. The situation must be finn, without 
pressing unequallj. The position of the limb must be 
retaioed unvhi ii f td &« a U)ng«r time. Tbe vulnerable parts 
have to be protected gainst bediarrt. IWheel, the malle- 
oli, Ibe tendinous prominences of the heel, and the iaUtnal 
conilfles of the shoulder, should rest on a ring filled with 
horse hair, or on Qariel's ur-cusfaion, oratleastbe provided 
with wadding-and protected. 

In order to facilitate tbe movements of the body without 
disturbing thu imured titnb, iwingi may be used with great 
advantage, chieBy in iiyuries of the leg. Tbe simplest ia 
the best. Oatta ptrcha swings may be considered the most 
suitable, and are constructed in this way : A plat« of gutt« 
percha of two millimetres tliickness, from fourteen to 
eighteen inches square, is bent, and by its four corners sus- 
pended by means of bands and hooks on a roller fastened 
to an iron stand, having a^ cross-bar, which may be fixed 
hi^hw or lower. The lateral compression exerted by the 
swing on the limb commends it, together with the advan- 
tage of producing by its hardness a gradudl and moderate 
reduction, a lasting mild retention, which serves as a lateral 
splint. The gutta percha swing twing of an indestructible 
material, resisting tlie water, pus, use, and tiine (allowing 
therefore the irrigations with water), remaining aJwavs 
smooth, never breaks, and is therefore preferable to the 
^D<uh-Hntn atiiingi iJiat last but a short time, to the leather • 
ttoingM, that soon offend by their odor, and to the wooden 
mvingi, which are too heavy. Tbe foot may also be fixed 
by a toU-plale or by bands. 

The situation of the limb, bent in ihe joints, as the late- 
ral one, or on simple or double inclined planes, the angle 
of which may be variously altered, is proved to be Ine 
roost comfortable to the patient ; the most sectire, applica- 
ble to all limbii, and most adapted fur the spontaneous 
adaptation and retention of the fragments. The long time 
required for the union of similar tractures demands the 
giiiet, aacure position of the limb, and this is naturally, as 
eveiybody may convince himself, lUc semi-Jkj^on. After 
a certain time pasuive movements sliould be made with tbe 
limb, in order tliat the joint, thus half-bent, should not be- 
come Stiff, and that in consequence of the unequal exten- 
■ion of the several parts composing the juiot, it may not be- 
come irritated or rebxed. 

The situation and apparatus are various for the diETereiil 
limbs. For the upper extremity Hraw cushions are used 
covered with gutta percha, of paper thickness, on it, tbe 
arm is htid, ha]f-bent in the elbow, between pj-onation and 
supination, or in one or both directions, according to tbe 
iiyury of the soft parts. If tlie forearm lies on tlie front 
side, a soft 6aQ should be placed in the hand, in order to 
bring the fingers also in the half-bent position. The gutta 
|>erdta swing may be modified for the arm, and used in in- 
juries of tbe- elbow. A gutta percha plate embraces tlie 
arm and is suspended on one of the iron stands. A second 
gutta percha plate receives the forearm and the hand sus- 
pended on a separate stand. Both gutta percha plates ore 
kt aa angle to each other, described by the more or less bent 
elbow, and touch each other on tlie inner concave side of 
the angle, where they can be fixed to each other by a 
band or hook. The hiatus thus formed on the outer convex 
side of the angle, in which the elboit itself lies, may be 
closed by a small value, to be fixed to tlie first mentioned 
two plates of gutta percha, whiuh, if dropped, allows access 
to (he wouD^ abscesses, bed-sores of tlie elbow, and the 
inner oondyle, and permits the application of dressing in 
that place. 



For Uw Ifiwer extremity, and e^ecially for Ihe injuries 
of the Ihigb, weB^^ualiionCd boxes may be used advan- 
tageously, the lateral waRs of which may be dropped or 
reverted, and its angle varied fit wUl by means oi hmgeg 
and douVU leretvt. The situation of the Hnb i!>, by Ibe 
lateral pressure of the wall, a secure one. For tlw leg 
Ueisters apparatus is the best; it consists of a long box 
with side walls to be dropped, a foot-board, easily change* 
able in its situation and angle, and provided with an exci- 
sion for receiving the heel. 



(C) TBI MODE OF EXTENSION AND BEDCCnOIf IN Ci 

FBACTURES IN QEHERU. WBEfta AND HOW It IS APPtlOABME 

jorraop in o^heral ANn ik fabti- 



The dispfaeament of the f'sginents is influenced not 
only by casual external circumstances, causing movements 
of the injured soldier, from lh« moment of his falling dowp, 
and that of the injury, and througfr tha whole ^me of bis 
being truisported, but tlie displacement ita depends upon 
the active mUKvlar amtradumt. Hitherto all points of the 
bones irreducible into the soft parts, and therefore pnmi- 
nent, used to be removed by the saw or resected. Je^ 
frey's chain saw answers this purpose best, after a thin 
gutta percha plate is used for protecting the soft parts dur- 
ing its application and use. Slight bony points may be 
removed by strong forceps. But llalgsigne proved by bis 
observations how advantageously the prominent bones 
may be replaced b^ a permanent depression of them by 
means of awls, which are screwed into the crominent 
points from a fixed position, and thus cause them to be 
imbedded in and united with callus (appsreil a vis). By 
its use from two to four weeks, the callus exudation u 
firm enough to keep firm tbe bony fragment 

The extenuon is best effected by long towels, carried 
around tlie body under the armpits, over the head of iJib 
bed, and thus producing the .^witioii or counter-ex tension 
of tlio body, while by a well-cushioned leather belt, pro- 
vided with straps and buckles, or cords with rings mov- 
able in the necessary directions, tbe extension is made. 

Keductjon or re-position has sometimes to be lell to the 
force of nature, and is effected by miaeular contraction. If 
fractures sphntered to a very great extent, are left to spon- 
taneous contraction by the activity of the tnoscles on tbe 
inclined plane, by placing the limb in the most natural 
direction possible, by an adapted situation and lateral com- 
pression the extremity may become shertened or some- 
what deformed, but will stlU be conserved, and its effects 
may be better remedied. 



lltiiital itlDS. 



Dm: J. W. Cabibr, A. B. Conant, M. K. Gleasoh, E. U, 
Norwood, and John Shradt Jr., have entered the Medical 
Department of ihe Ohio, General Morgan's Division, now 
stationed at Cumberland Ford, Eastern Tennessee, end left 
for the field of their duties on tbe 4tta instant 

New Insthcueht for Tbacheotomy. — M. Bouvier has 
lately devised a dilating forceps, with three branches, for 
facilitating the operation of tracheotomy. The instrument 
is curved, and the additional branch is hollow to serve as a 
director for the tube. The opening made in the trachea is 
a smalt one, and can be dilated in three directions instead 
of two. The instrument is made by Charriere. 

Hbhb B4BDKCEER (ZeiUehrt/t /ur Rat. Med.) proposes the 
following substitute for human niilk : — Cow's milk, 8 OS. ; 
cream, 2 ok. ; water, 6 os. ; and sugar of ~'"' ' "' 



ir of mitk, i oz. , 
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SPECIAL NOTICES. 



From Ihe Sth ity at May to the 11th diy at Miy, IMl 

£«»(:— Men. 117: womrn.Ki: boT>.IlB:irirl*,S8-I«til.lia Adnllii. 
IDTi ChlldRD, £Oet main. aSA; roinalH, US; colored. G. lubnu undrr 
lwur«nof Bfo. 1S9. CblMr«nn[»rtadnrnRlT«p«vnu.lS;fnnlrD,U». 

•1on.,M: onjap,»; dlphtharla. « ; gcarltt fever, 16;' t«'pbq» and lyphuid 
ft>en.ia: conscmiiUon. II; iinall-poi. S; dn>p>y of faud. 14: InJUui*- 

boweli.8; „f I'nnifct*: bmI■chlll^°»;7on^Bt^<Hl ..f"'b'nil'n', 8 : ^Lun((i.'lO; 
eryilpalu, 1; w boa ping eoagh, B; meu]».0. IM datlii oodirrcd fnim 

ofwli(im8TaiiHlW>ai[nlHid; Idled lo'thelninitiinntliitlltDIIoii.ud if 
ImtlwCIIrObultleii of wbom W irarciD Um BellflvnE Hos^ul. 
AbitncluF ttis Atinoi[iher1a1 Record of the Eutern Dt>[>eiiiiirj', ksjit In 
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CLINICAL LECTURES 
ON THE PUERPERAL DISEASES. 



BELLEVnE BOBFITAL UEDICAL OOLLEQE. 

By B. FX^RDTCE BARKER, M.D., 



presented ,m the right occipibvpoalerior position, and ttie 
occiput, instesd of rotating under the pubes, passed into the 
hoHow of the Bacnim. The labor, however, progressed 
favorably, and the head Boon appeared at the vulva. The 
perineum was tlien carefully supported, and as bood as the 
fiesd was born pressure was niade on the uleruB, and kept 
up dui'ing the delivery of the body of the child and ailier- 
warda, U> secure permanent contraction of the uterus. The 
cord having been tied and cut, and the child removed, the 
periaeus) was examined, and found to be lBcerat«d to the 
extent of about an inch. It was noticed that there was 
some btemorrhsge, but it was thouritt that it would cease 
on the removsf of the placenta. This was easily accom- 
plished in a few miautes, but m the bteeding continued, 
parUcular attention was given to the uterus, upon which 
steady finn presaute had been kept up from the time of the 
delivery of the child's bead, nhil-h was found to be Grmly 
contracted. Remembering liien a case whidi I had seen 
some weeks before, in which, alter deliTery by the forceps 
in the hands of Dr. Barker, the perineum being somewliat 
lacerated, severe luemorrhage occurred, although the uterus 
was firmly contracted, and it was found that the bleeding 
was trom lacerated vessets in the perineum, I concluded 
|hat the present case was a sicoilar one. I therefore at pnce 
endeavored to arrest the hiemorrhage by sponging away 
the blood and clots, so as ta discover the source of the 
bleeding, which 'I should have stated did not come on in a 
profuse and ^neral flow, as if it were from several points 
St once, but in a steady, continuous Jet, about as large as a 
■mall quilL I then posaed two fingers into (he vagina, and, 
with the thumb externally, I firmly compressed the lace- 
rated edges of the perineum. This attempt was not at 
first successful in arresting the hemorrhage, but after 
changing the position of my fingers several tiines I suc- 
ceeded in arresting any fuither flow, aiid when, after an 
hour and a quarter s oon^nuous pressure, I gradually with- 
drew my hand from the vagina, it was not followed by any 
bleeding. Firm pressure was kept up by my assistant upon 
(he uterus during the whole time, but it showed no dis- 
position to relax. The patient's kneea were then tied 
together, a full opiate was given, and she was directed 
to remain perfectly quiet, and S nnree was left by her 
side to enforce my dtKctiona, and to send at once for aid 
ahould the hemoirbage recur. It did not, however, and 
the patient made a very good recovery, adhesion kindly 
taking place. The amount of blood lost waa eatimated at 
rather over a quart 

Cask IL occurred in a woman, aged 26, who was deli- 
vered of her second ohild, alter a laoor tasting about nine 
hours. The child was a female weighing 9| fbs., the pre- 
sentatjon left occi pi to-anterior. There was, in this case, the 
same series of events as in the one Just described — the firm 
pressure on the uterus aJler the delivery of the child's 
head, the permanent contraction of the uterus, and the 



rapid delivery of the placenta, and haemorrhage, continuing, 
notwilhslanding the ....... 



I was well coutract«d. The 
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amount of bk>od lost could not be accurately determined, 
but it was ver^ consideruble ; and the veins of the labia 
and thighs, which were varicose, were decidedly less pro- 
minent when the hemorrhage waa arrested than when it 
begaa The bleeding was stopped by the same means u 
in the first case, ana the patient recovered welL Tho 
perineum in this case, too, was supported during the {ms- 
sage of the child, but the laceration was not bo extensJTfl 
as in the former case. 

Case HI. was in a primipara, aged 33 ; the labor lasting 
ten hours ; vertex presentation, left occipito-anterior posi- 
tion ; the child, a girl, weigiiing 7i lbs. The case waa 
in all respects similar to the last — hsmorrhage from the 
laoerated vessels of the perineum, and was arrested in the 
same way. This woman too recovered well. 

Cam I v.— Primipara, oged 17 ; left occipi to-anterior posi- 
tion ; the labor lasting fourteen hours; the child, a male, 
weiring 9 lbs. In this case the perineum waa not sup- 
ported, as the child was bom when I was not with the 
patient, and the laceration was much more extensive, 
reaching to within half an inch of the anus. 4'he luemor- 
rhage also was much more severe than in the others, 
amounting as it was judged to nearly two quarts. Pres- 
sure, moreover, latled to arrest it, and it was only slopped 
after it had continued some time by packing the vagina 
with ice, and retaining it by a compress. As an illustra- 
tion of the force of the flow, I may mention, (hat as I 
withdrew my hand, after finding [weasure would not 
arrest it, probably because I could not succeed in flnding 
the bleeding vessels, a Jet of blood escaped with such force 
as to stjike the patient's knee, she being on her liack 
with the legs extended. The recovery of this patient was 
not BO rapid as that of the others, probably owing chiefly to 
ment»l causes. Nothing serious, however, interrupted her 
convalescence, and she soon reguned her natuial color. 
In all the cases the knees were tied together^ the bowels 
were kept quiet by opium, and the lacerations uitited 
kkidly. 

laceration of the perineum is an accident of parturition, 
which tuis occurred in the practice of the best otistetri- 
cians, and cannot always be prevented • but I believe that 
a thorough appreciation of the conditions under which it 
is liable to happen, and » Judicious and timely use of 
means, appropriate to each special condition, to avert *e 
danger, will render the accident a very tar* one. We 
have no statistics from which we can learn either its 
comparative frequency, ex the success of any measure in 
preventing its occurrence. There is no doubt that the 
anterior border of the perineum or fourehette is generally 
lacerat«l in the primipara, but this ia of no importance. 
If we study the anatomical structure of the perineum, and 
recal the enormous distension to which it is subjected 
during the last sta^ of labor, we can but wonder why 
serious laceradon of its tissues does not occur more fre- 
quently. The perineum is the space between the anus «id 
Uie lower lx>raer of the vulva, and consists of skin, fascia, 
adipose, nerves, blood-vessels, and muscular fibre. The 
muscles found here are : (he constrictor vc^nee, the sphinc- 
ter ani, the iacbio-cavernosus, and Uie tnmsverBalis perinei, 
all of which meet at, and have a common insertion at the 
centra of the perineum. The length of the perineum is 
ordinarilr from an inch (o an inch and a quarter or an 
inch and a halt) but ils tissues are so distensible that, when 

Sut on a stretch during labor, it will frequently measure 
om four to five inches^ After parturition it ia some ten 
or twelve days before it contracts to its normal length. 
This should be remembered, for reasons which I will allude ■ 
to hereafter. 

Hr. Baker Prpwn, in his work on the surgical diseases oT 
women, divides laceration of the perineum into four varieties 
1. 'Hiat in which the perineum is torn to the extent of an 
inch or less from tjie lourehetle. This degree of injury ia 
of no great ntoment, is little marked when the parts return 
to thpu normal state, and re<)uires no apecitl treatfnenl. 
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2. Where the perineum is torn between the 
vadnse and sphiDcter ani, those muecles remaining intact. 
This is actualij a perforation, and quite a number of caijca 
have been published in wbieh the child baa been dehvered 
through Ihb accidental opening. 3. Where the laceralioa 
occupies the entire length of the perineum, but does not 
iDvolve the aphincter ani. 4. Where it extends so as to 
divide the epluncler ani, and even the recto-vaginal Ecptum. 
In one case that I saw, there was laceration of the recto- 
TBginal septum, and at least some of the fibres of the 
iphincter ani, while the remtunina: anterior pordon of Uie 
perineum was preserved. In Noven)ber, 1857, I was 
called in consultaljon by a physician of this city. 
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lady twenty-one years of age, who had been in labor with 
her first child twenty-six hours. I found the perineum 
enormously di^tc■n^led by the pressure of the head, and the 



left hand and forearm projecting through the _ . 

doctor informed me that the head had been pressing on the 
perineum for some hours, and the' pains were so regular 
and eo violent, that he bad willi each pain confidently 
looked for tbe exit of the head from tlie vulva. But just 
before sending for me the liand and arm suddenly appeared 
through the anus, after which all pain had ceased. After 
some consultation it was decided that we should not 
attempt to replace the arm, but leave it alone, and that I 
should attempt to deliver the head by the forceps. With 
great care I succeeded in doing this with very moderale 
traction, the handles of the forceps being direcli:d upwards 
at only an scute angle from the plane of the abdomen of 
tlie mother. For some ten days tJie bowels of this patient 
were kept closed by opium, and coinpIel« cicatrization 
followed, the only interruption to normal convalescence 
being that the catheter was required to empty the bladder 
for nearly three weeks. It is the province of the ubsletrician 
much more frequently to prevent tbe accident, than to 
cure the patient after it has occurred. 

To be able successfully and skilfully to do this, it is abso- 
lutely^ essential that tlie conditions which are likely to pro~ 
duce it should be thoroughly appreciated. We may perhaps 
pve a more clear conception of these conditions by classify- 
ing tliem as follows : — 

1. Certain anatomical conformations of the maternal 
organization are peculiarly liable to this accident, as (a.) a 
very straight sacrum. Now and iJien you will meet wilt 
a woman m whom the sacrum has little if any more curva- 
ture than is ordinarily found in the sacrum of the mole. 
This is tlie aaae with tlia woman whom I have shown you in 
the wards, with complete procidentia uteri. The perineum 
was lacerated in a labor some years ago, and the posterior 
border of the vulval opening is not three lines from tbe 
anus, and on examination we found that the sacrum was 
remarkably straight. In such a pelvis the axis of the out- 
let must form an angle with the axis of the pelvic cavity, 
and the effect of the uterine contractions is to drive the 
bead directly down upon the perineum in a line nearly 
f>arallel with the axis of the superior straiu (£.) The direc- 
tion of the vulval opening differs very greatly in different 
women. I am not aware that any author has alluded to 
this, but your own future experience will surely verify llie 
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nearly parallel with tlie plane of the trunk, while in others 
it is nearly at right angles with this plane, or to put the 
statement m otlier words, in some the direction of the 
vaginal canal is nearly parallel with the axis of the pelvic 
cavity, while in others it more nearly corresponds with 
tlie axis of the outlet. This difference does not depend 
entirely, as you may at first suppose, upon the length of the 
■ perineum, nor upon the straightness or curvature of the 
sacrum, but a careful study of the subject has led me to the 
belief that it is due more to the confonnation of llie soft 
Structures within the pelvic cavity. You can readily under- 
stand how much more liable rupture or laceration of llie 
perineum is to occur, where one condition exists, than 
where the otlier does. You can also see llie bearing of 
this anatomical iiict, if you admit that it is an anatomical 



I fact, upon the necessity in some cases, and the proper mode 
in diflerent cases, of supporting the perineum, (c.) There 
is a great difference in women as to ihe elasticity and dis- 
lensibiUty of the perineum, depending upon the amount of 
adipose tissue in its structure. Where lliis is very con- 
siderable there is sure to be an unyielding perineum, ((j.) 
Laceration is liable to occur where there is extreme small- 
ness of the vulva- According to Velpeau, its mean size 
from the clitoris to tlie posterior commissure of the vulva 
is one inch and a half. In some cases, exceptional ones lo 
be sure, that I have had, I am sure that the measurement 
between these two points could not have exceeded three- 
fourths of an inch. There is a prevalent notion, even 
among medical men, that the size of the vulva corresponds 
with the sise of the mouth, but I am convinced that the 
opinion has no foundaiion in fact. 

2. The perineum is liable to laceration from the excessive 
size of tlie head or tlie shoulders of the foeluF. Tiiis excess 
may be eitlier absolute, as in one cose that several of you 
saw me deliver by lorceps in this hoapi al, where the 
occipi to-mental diameter of the foetal head was six sod 
five-eighths inches, one and one-eighth of an inch beyond 
the ordinary normal measurement In another case, where 
there was no excess in the size of the head, I found great 
difficulty in dehvering (he shoulders, and on measurement 
tlie bis-acromial diameter proved to be six inches and 
three-quarters. The excess may only be relative as com- 
pared with the size of the vulva. 

3. Laceration of the perineum is often liable to occur 
from certain peculiarities in the mechanism of labor, as (a.) 
in vertex pre.se ntations where the occiput rotates back- 
wards into the hollow of the sacrum, because here an 
occipi to-frontal diameter must first pass out of the vulva, 
which is three-fourths of an inch greater than tbe sub- 
occipito-bregmatic diameter, which ordinarily first passes 
out in occipito-anterior deliveries, (ft.) In face presenta- 
tions, because during the delivery the vulval orifice must 
be distended to the length of the longest diameter of the 
fcelal head, that is, the occipi to-mental diameter, which is 
ordinarily five and one-quarter inches, must pass through, 
(c.) Incomplete flexion, when the head, in vertex presen-. 
laiions, presses upon the perineum, also may bo a cause 
of great danger of this accident, as in this case the occi- 
put does not fully engage under the areh of the pufae« 
and thus the occipi to-frontal, instead of the sub-occipilo- 
bregmatic diameter, will first be driven through the vulval 



orifice, (d.) On the other hand, excessive flexion may also 
tend to this result, as ihe direction of tlie expulsive force 
of the uterus falling nearer the occipital half of the occipito- 



4, The physiological character of the labor is an impor- 
tant element as regards the danger of this accident, (n.) 
Where the labor is too rapid, from the intensity and fre- 
quency of the uterine contractions, and especially if the 
BHCrum is somewhat less curved than is usual, the head 
may be driven through the vulva before the perineum has 
hud time to be gradually extended', {b.) or where the lab<Hr 
is very tedious, and Ihe head remains a long time at tlie 
lower strait, until the perineum becomes hot, dry, con- 
gested, and unyielding, il a rapid delivery is effected either 
by means of ergot or the unskilful use of tbe forceps, the 
sudden expansion of this tissue is ven' apt to involve a 
more or less extensive laceration, (c.) Excessive nervous 
irratibility, causing the patient to make most violent strain- 
ing cflorts to force the head through the vulva before the 
Eerineum is prepared for it by a gradual expansion. My 
ouse staff have repeatedly mentioned cases to me, occur- 
ring in the hospital, where patients have suddenly with- 
drawn themselves during a violent pain, and thus (he peri- 
neum, being deprived of all support, is lacerated to a greater 
or less extent. I am confident iliat a majority of the cases 
of laceration tliat have come under piy observation here have 
occurred in this way, if I can accept the testimony of my 
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sssieUDls, which I certainly do. Within a Tew yeara past 
I liaye heard from plijaicians remarks like the following, 
vk. " that thej had nsTer known a case of severe lacera- 
tion of the perineum except where it had been teeU «ip- 
porM." Now thia is roost decidedly contrary to my 
experience. I have known laceration to occur where 
this has undoubtedly been the case, and from what I have 
already aaid you can tee that this must aometjmea occur, 
but such a case I think very rsre. A teaclier of midwifery' 
— some of you know this statement to be true — while 
speaking of this accident to some medical students by the 
bedside of a woman in the last stage of labor, made an 
assertion something like that I have just quoted. While he 
wsa jet talking, his experience wm then and there some- 
what enlarged, for on concluding his remarks he found lEie 
liead delivered^ and extensive Uceralion of the perineum. 
The remark of Denman I often hear quoted, that " when 
women were delivered without assistance, I have not, in 
any case, observed any considerablp laceration," as an argu- 
ment against supporting the perineum. I have recently 
operated Tor the worst case of laceration that I have ever 
seen, in which the perineum was not supported. A girl of 
nineteen, bebnging to a very reapeclable lamilj in this city, 
loved " not wisely, but too well'' 6he was engaged, and 
expected to be married early last summer to a young man, 
who was this auUimn killed in battle. Her pregnaocy was 
Buccessfiilly concealed from her family and friends. When 
she was delivered no phjEician was with her, and no one 
was with her except an old (amiiy nurse, who bad been the 
wet--nutse of her infancy, and an elder married sister. The 
child was bom very unexpectedly, the poor girl during the 
labor not giving utterance to a single audiUe sound. I 
should mention liiat itwas premature — as is supposed, short 
of ei^t months. Tbe child was adopted by the sister, 
who had been married some twelve years and had no 
children of her own. and no one, not in tlie secret, seems 
to have suspected where the child came from. Four days 
afler her confinement she was so ill that a physician was 
called, and of course the nurse was obliged to make a con- 
Udant of him. The severe injury- she had suffered was 
■ revealed to him, a few days afterwards, from the fact that 
she was wholly unable to retain her fteces. In addition to 
this case I may add that, since J have been connected with 
this hospital, two patients have been brought in -with 
severe iBceraCions, one of whom was delivered in the street, 
and the other in the police stalion-houae. 

5. I must not omit to mention unskilful or careless ma- 
nual or instrumental delivery as a cause of laceration of the 
perineum. I will here only allude to this fact, as a full dis- 
cusmon of this point necessanly pertains to your instruction 
on manual and instrumental l^r. 

As to liie eCfects and consequences of laceration of the 
perineum, I will call your attention to one most instructive 
lUuHtration furnished by the cases that you have seen, inas- 
much as your obstetric text-books do not, 1 believe, allude 
to the danger from hfEmorrhago when this accident occurs. 
In one of our cases the patient would have certainty died 
from tuemorrhage had not its source been discovered. In 
all of them thehsmorrhngewas too aerious to be disregarded. 
Now every careAil obstetrician is always on tbe ^ert to 
guard against post-partum haemorrhage ; but it is probable 
that the danger from this source has geaersHy been re- 
garded as exduipvely due tp an upconti^cted pterua, which 
leaves the mouths of the utero-placentat vessels open. 
Coses have been reported where fatal tuemorrhage has oc- 
curred, although the uterus has been firmly and permanently 
contracted. It is posuble that in some of them (he source 
of the b»morrhsge has been tbe same as existed in the cases 
that you have seen here. I do not propose to detain you 
long in discussing the prophylactic measures agabst lace- 
ration of the perineum, because in pointing out to you the 
various physical and physiological conditions under which 
this accident of parturition is habte to occur, I have already 
suggested to you the means Of prevention. Among pedi- 
cu men it has struck me that tmrs is a prevalent tendency 
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I this point. One is to the belief 



If I have succeeded in making myself cletu^y 
understood you will see how entirely iallaciouB such a be- 
lief is. 

While I believe that properly apphed support of the 
penneum is in many cases of essential service, yet this is by 
no means the only resource that wo have to prevent lace- 
ration. From what I have already said it will be inferred 
that the danger is to be met by special means, ofleatimea 
in addition to the support adapted to each peculiar condi- 
tion, and that for an obstetrician to be competent to auc- 
cefsfully avert the danger he must be thoroughly femiliar 
with the mechanism of labor. He will then understand 
how the improper or maladroit use of the forceps may in 
some cases be the cause of the accident; while in occipilo- 
poet«rior deliveries, in some face presentations, and in other 
cases of vertex presentation, where there is excesuve Bex- 
ion of the head, and the sacrum ha£a less curvature iban is 
normal, the forceps may be absolutely necessary to prevent 
laceration. The cases where the forceps are mdicated on 
this account are undoubtedly rare and esceptional, but 
remember that it is just these exceptional cases where 
judgment, ^ill, and acquirement are demanded from the 
obstetrician. 

AnKsLhetic agents are another important means of pett 
value in preventing this accidenL They are indicated for 
this purpose in four clseses of cases. 1. In that form of 
rigidity of the perineum depending upon exceSNVe irri- 
tability of tbe muscular fibres that enter into its composi- 
tion. I have repeatedly been struck with the rapidity with 
which relaxation and dilatation of the perineum, under 
these circumstances, has followed the inh^ation of chloro- 
form. 2. In those casea where the danger arises from the 
violent and rapid uterine contractions, driving the bead or 
the shoulders through the vulva before the perineum has 
been sufficiently expanded. I have frequently, just aa the 
labor was termmating, pushed the chloroform to the extent 
of carrying the patient mto the state of profound antesthe- 
sia, for no other reason than to protect the perineum. 3. 
Paradoxical aa it may appear, afler what I have just said, 
an anffi9tlietic is often indicated to protect the perineum in 
tedious labors. Long continued preasure of the head may 
produce conEeetion and infiammation of the perineum, 
which not only renders it more unyielding but more eaaly 
torn. It becomes hot and dry, and very painful, and ute- 
rine action becomes irregular and feeble in consequence of 
this condition. Now, under these circumstsncee, I have 
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relaxation of tbe perineum, and a restoration of the normal 
moisture and temperature of the parts, while efBcient action 
of the uteruB was at once resumed. 

4. Chloroform is indicated aa a resource against lacera- 
tion, in those casea of nervous irritability where the 
patient will not remain aufBciently quiet, during the last 
expulsive pains, to permit tbe protection of the perineum 
by the proper support. A large proportion of the cases of 
laceration, which have occurred in this hospital during 
my term of service, which began in 1855, have Deen due to 
this cause, judging as I do from the history of the cases 
pvea to me by the different members of my staff. 

In some very rare cases, this accident can only be 
guarded against by incision of tlie lateral superior portions 
of the perineum. An incised wound heals much more 
readily than a lacerated one. It affords an opportunity for 
election as to the point where the lesion shall occur, and 
thus the obstacles which prevent immediate adbewve union 
may be more effectually guarded against, and experience 
seems to prove tliat an incision of two or three lipes pa 
each side is sufficient to prevent laceration in the piediap 
line of tlie perineum, Uie extent and result of which can- 
not be foretold. So then, we would perform tbe operation 
on the ground that we thus select tlie lesser instead of the 
greater evil, and my experience leftds me (o the cpnvig- 
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tioD that Ihere are but two phfsicftl conditioDB which 
reoder the operative procedure necessary, tib. where the 
Yulvftl orifice is excesaiT^y sinsll, or where the amount of 
adipose in the perineum is loo great to admit of its neces- 
sarj expanwon. Under both these circumsiAnceg I have 
incised with success, and with most favorable results in all 

The other error, which, in my judgment, is becoming 
nttber fashionable in the profesiion, is exactly the opposite 
of that I have been speaking of, viz. that to support the 
perineum is, if not positively injurion)!, quite onoeceessry. 
Dr. Orally Hewitt, of London, has durin); the pant year 
published a small monograph on this subject, in whicn he 
expresses the belief that, in ordinary cases of labor, tu sup- 
port the perineum as a device to prevent it from lacera- 
tion, is practically worlhlMS, and that there are grave 
reasons for suspecting that, in many cases, it hns led to the 
Tery evil it was intended to prevent. He scetns to believe 
that where there is danger of this accident the principal 

C:»utions to be used are, lo deliver the woman on the 
b, with the legs separated, and in the delivery of the 
shouideni, to direct the delivery as much forwards as pos- 
sible. Now, if this last direction is good practice tor the 
delivery of the shoulders, why is it not eminently good 
practice in the delivery of the head, for this is in reuity the 
chief thing accomplished in supporting the perineum t The 
main thing effected by the Kuppoil is, to press the head as 
close as possible under the puoio arcii, and thus to relieve 
tiie strain upon the perineum. That injury may result 
from long continued pressure upon the perineum I bare 
no doubt, but this is never necessary, for if the pains are 
strong enough to endanger laceration, delivery must take 
place rapidly. Without entering upon an extended argu- 
ment upon the subject, it seems to me that judiciously ap- 
plied support to the perineum, during the last expulsive 
efforts ■>f the uterus, lends to accomplish the following re- 
sult vis. to relieve pun, alUy irritation, diminish conges- 
tion, and direct Uie force of the uterus from the perineum 
towards the vulva, and, in some cases, to countei«ct the too 
Ttdent efiforta of the uterus. But please do not forget, 
that to support the perineum is a very different thing from 
forcing the head over the unyielding perineum. 
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PRKPABAT10K9 TO U MADE BEFORE OOIHO tMtO ACTION. 

Ir war times all vessels should be prepared at the time of 
leaving port to meet the enemy, end the Surgical Depart- 
ment should, at a,n others, be carelu] not to be taken una- 
wares. Before starting the surgeons should have all their 
bandages, instruments, tourniquets, etc., ready for imme- 
diate use. The senior surgeon should, by Irequont con- 
ferences, make the officers under him understand the part 
the^ are to take during the action; lie should also see the 
Inhrmary men and give them detailed instructions as to 
their duties, so that at tlie decisive moment every one 
shall know what he has to do, and the service be periormed 
without disorder or hesitation. 

The first cars to be taken, as soon as the call to quar- 
tera is heard, is to remove the hospital from the gun room, 
in which it is located. The chief surgeon should designate 
such men aa must be lowered into the lower t.1ei:ks. Those 
who are only alightly indisposed or wounded will of thoir 
own accord take their places at the guns. Those who can 
move about, and yet cannot work, should be sent to the 



lower decks and the hold, so as to stteQd their comrades 
who will soon be brought down. 

This first duty being attended to, the surgeon should see 
that the chains and slings are properly fixed, that the ropes 
are securely fastened, and tliat they run easily in the pul- 
leys. He should see Ihat the cock-pit is properly arrang- 
ed to receive the wounded, that the beds are phiced so as 
to economize room, that the operating tables are in con- 
venient position, that a sufficient stock of candles and lan- 
terns, water, sponges, swabs, sand, etc., has been pro- 

CAR« to BE ciTM Dnnma aciiob. 

If the engagement is severe, and the wounded are rapidly 
brought in, Uie Burgeons must not thifik of performing 
any complicated operation. The men roust be carefully 
examined as they are brought in ; those who are only 
slightly wounded should be sent back to their posts, after 
having had a preliminary dressing applied, and those who 
are seriously wounded be treated as thoroughly as poe«- 
ble. This is alt that can be done during" the action. 

The assistant-surgeon should lake his post on the lower 
deck, to be prepared to examine rapidly tlie wounded as 
they ate broufjhl down; he should only allow those whose 
cases require immediate attention U> be lowered into the 
cock-pit, and retain near him those whoee wounds are not 
of much danger ; by this means the cock-pit is kept fiee, 
and unaecessury transportation is guarded against. 

(The wounds which the surgeon is called upon to dress 
are so similar to the ordinary gunshot wountte that there 
is no necessity to particularize them.) 

The minor operations which have to be performed, ar« 
not generally painful enough to call for the use of chloro- 
form. There is another reason why ita use should be 
restricted. The first condition for its administration with- 
out danger, the first step to be taken to remedy an^ acci- 
dents to which it may give rise, is to cause the patient to 
respire plenty of fresh and pure ur. It is needless to lay 
any stress on the impossibility of fulGlUng this condition 
in the midst of the heated and vitiated atmosphere with 
which the wounded are surrounded. But chlorolorm is not 
useful solely, to suppress the pwn caused by operations; it 
can also calm the lufferings to which the surgical art can 
bring no relief. 

In cases where the woonds are so severe that no hopes 
of recovery can be entertained, art can still be made useful 
in allaying the last throes of agony. Chloroform used with 
precaution, but in a continued manner, and without going 
so far as to produce complete aniesthesia, answers this 
end. It would be cruelty not to avail ourselves of its 
services. The example of our confreres in the army sanc- 
tions its use ; the Medical Director of the French army in 
the Clemen insisting on its adoption, as an act of charity. 
An infirmary man, or any inteliigtnt ud who has been 
made to understand the end which is wished tn be obtain- 
ed, and the danger of overpassing it, can be intrusted with 
this duty. 

BITBOICAL BERVICC ATTXR THE nOBT. 

llie surgeons' work is not at an end when the fight Is 
over. Until then they have only made headway against 
the nrmtualiliu of the moment ; they must now complete 
their work, making a more complete inspection of the 
wouniled. 

Whilst every one on board is busied repairing damages, 
and order is being re>eElah)ished at the guns, the cTiief 
sui^eon, ailer having dressed all Ibe wounded that have 
been brought to him, looks over tiiose who are lying 
about him, goea to his asststonls, and receives their report, 
and then inforras the cotnmander of the state of bis chai^. 
It is of absolute necessity that Uie wounded should be taken 
as soon as possible from the cramped places and vitiated 
atmosphere in which they are. Their removal, therefore, 
to one of the batteries, is one of the first thin^ to be at- 
tended to. Ordinarily, the commander designates the 
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lower batter; for this purpose. This is certainly less well 
tenliUted, is diirk, and damper than the upper battery, 
•ad the port-boles are cloeed as a6oa h the sea roughens ; 
but it gives a large apace, is leas encumbered, is more 
quiet, and the patienU do not interfere with the working 
of the vessel 

As 900a as the battety can be occupied, the chief-sur- 
geona shoald have all the iron bcdsteada, with the excep- 
tion of those wanted for tlie permanent hospital, placed 
there. If there are not sufficient bedsteads, bacnmocks 
should be slung. This is hardly necessary, except when 
the vessel is uotie or separat«d from the rest of the squb- 
dion. When it is with the squadron the division-surgeon 
should visit each «Meel which has becD engaged, take note 
of the number of wounded, and give his orders according 
to the circumstances. If necessary, he should cause one of 
the vessels which may have suBercd tlie least, to be trans- 
formed into a hospital ship. Everything being ready the 
sick should be removed as soon as possible, such as are 
able to do so walking by the aid of their comrades, the 
others being carried on haud-litters. 

The men who have to undergo at onoe any important 
operation, such as an amputation, should be taken to the 
hoq)ital, where they will be more comfortable. If they 
are too numerous a post for operating con be established 
•t one end of the batter;, which can be entirely isolated 
by hanging cloths, etc, from the beams. 

The wounded being now all in bed, a close examination 
must be made of their wounds, and a decided course taken 
as to their treatment 

Those who should receive the first attention are such as 
have arterial becraorrhsge, of which the surgeon has not 
been i^le to find the source, and which has necessitated 
the ase of a tourniquet applied to the stump. As nothing 
will answer except ligature of the arl«ry, this should be 
looked to at once. Having placed a bed before and across 
ft port-hole, so that the light may fall directly on the 
wound, the surgeon removes the tourniquet, and replaces 
it by the fingers of his aid ; guided by his anatomical know- 
ledge, he UMkes the nece»aiy incisions to find the artery. 
The aid raises his finger from time to time, so that a 
^irt of blood may guide the operator, and helps him to 
discover the source from which it proceeds. Oj^n a 
tuemorrhage, profuse at the moment of the accident, does 
not recommeuce when the pressure is removed. This 
should not lead to a false security, as it will reappear. 
As soon as the clots have been removed, and the wound 
has been washed and carefully cleaned, the blood will 
always show itself The search should be continued until 
the artery is completely isolated, and tied both before and 
behind the opening. 

For the dressing of contused wounds and complicated 
fractures the best medicine is cold water. The application 
of lint and bandages steeped in cold water, with a water- 
proof covering, or sprinkled Irom time to tim& should 
entirely supplant poultices, of which too much use is 
made. It has the advantage of lightness, it does not 
irritate the skin, and it economiees much valuable time. 
The necessity of superintending the irrigating day and 
night is certainly a great inconvenience, and to this cause 
we must trace its being introduced into so few hospi- 
tals, and why notwithstanding the use of it being recom- 
mended by the most eminent military surgeons, it is so 
Ultle used in field hospitals. Nothing is easier than 
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re been made: this being 611ed with water is suspended 
to a bam mock-hook, the dripping blls on a piece of 
oiled-silk, and is carried into the other pail placed by 
the bedside. One of the convalescents can be appointed 
to fill the upper pul as often as it is emptied. 

We do not wish to bring fijrwtrd our personal expe- 
rience on the subject of aebridejoiiit, but coincide with 
that of the celebrated Proiessor of the Val-de-QrAce, 



KvS^lMa 268 



who denounces prtvtntif tUhridement practised to over- 
come a strangulation which is nearly always imaginary, 
or to simplify wounds which would cure themselves. 
We diould practise it in cases where it was necessary to 
make an important diagnosis, to remove a foreign body 
or a fr^ment of broken bone. The splinlera should always 
be removed as Mon as posdble, whether they are loose 
or adhering to the soft parts, provided this can be done 
without too much effort. Baudena goes further and recom- 
mends the resection in some cases of the angular ends of 
broken bones. Wounds made by musket or rifie shots 
occur 80 very seldom on board ship, that it would not be 
necessary to discuss this point, were it not that sailors 

have been so much called on of late y 

land attacks. 
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Hbnht TnoMPBOK, Esq., communicated to the Lancet for 
October 12, some experience he has had with this remedy, 
which has since been noticed by a number of both Ame- 
rican and foreign medical J ou mail The article in question 
is a well known weed, usually colled doe-grass or couch- 
grara, exceedingly troublesome to farmers mim the difficulty 
m eradicating It. . It grows about two feet high, with stems 
trailing at the lower Joints. It is the creeping root that 
has long beeu used to some extent in medicine, espedally 
by the i'rench and Germans. It has had some repuUtion 
as a substitute for sarsapnriila. It is much used in decoc- 
tion, as an emollient, diuretic, ete., and in the bospitab it 
forms the ba^s of the common titan*. Mr. Thompson's 
first acquaintance with it was derived from a gentleman in 
the country, who had long used it to relieve frequent and 
painfiil micturiUon consequent upon a severe stricture of 
the urethra, and upon his representations he was induced 
to give it a large trial, both in private and hospital practice. 
It has proved, according to his otjservstion, more efficaciona 
than buchu in vesical irritability produced by inflammation 
of the prostate and neck of the bladder, in severe gonor- 
rhoea, in pain and spasm from calculus or stricture. It is 
also found to be of some service in some cases of prostatic 
enlargement, in renal calculus, and whenever the micturi- 
tion is very frequent or painfuL The following is his uni- 
form formula ; — " One ounce of the dried antfcut stem is 
infused in a pint of boiling water for an hour. The liquor 
removed by straining has been given, unmixed with any 
Otiier remedy, in quantities varying from twelve ounces 
to a pint, during the twenty-four hours, in several doses. 
The taste of the infusion is rather agreeable than otherwise: 
it produces no nausea or derangement of the stomach. 
It should be gathered in the spring, shortly before the 
leaves appear, slowly dried without artifiirial heat, when it 
may be cut into short lengths for use. 

riBBI OARBOHAS EFFERVISCKSa. 

For tbia new chalybeate, which has recently attracted 
some attention both in Surope and this country, we are 
indebted to Dr. Thomas Skinner, obstetric physlcutn to the 
Londondispensaries, who, recognising in Iheprotocarbonate 
of iron one of the best preparations we can administer 
whenever chalybeatcfl are indicated, and as its present offi- 
cinal preparations are incapable of preserving it Irom decom- 
poution for a great length of time, sought, and after some 
trouble and experiment, succeeded in obtaining it in the 
permanent and elegant form of an efiervescing granular 
powder, an account of which be publiehed in the British 
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Uedical Joumkl about t, ;e«T a^o The following are his 
fumiula and process of prejiarBlion : — Q Acidi tart. Jiij. ; 
BOdn bicftrboDfttie jv,; femaulph. J x. ; puly, sacchari |i. 
3 vj. : acidi citrici 3 ij. 1. Mix ihe Bulphale of iron with 
-■ - of " "■ 



bonaU of soda 3. Add the miiturea, and ihorouehly incor- 
porate them bj sifUng. 4. The whole is now to be thrown 
into a metallic pan Bet into « water bath ; in a few minutes 
it wiU separate, when it ahnuld be rapidly stirred tintil 
granules are fornied. If preferred it may then be flavored 
with oil of lemon. The preparation has the appearance of 
the granular eServescenlcitrate of magnesia, with the addi- 
tion of a slight yellowish green Ijnt. A drachm and a half 
of this mixture contains ten grains of sulphate of iron, which, 
with the bicarbonate of soda, will produce in solution at 
least four grains of nascent protocarbonale of iron. There 
are also developed a tartrate, a Lttle citrate^ and sulphate 
of soda, which act as a gentle aperient, obviating the usual 
astringent effects of iron, as well as the frequent constipa- 
tion attending cases requiring chalybeates, especially among 
females. Ailer the effervescence subsides Ihe carbonate of 
iron, which is held in solution by an excess of carbonic acid 
gas, imparts to the solution a clear, light green color, which, 
as the excess of gas escapes, gradually becomes of a deeper 
gneB, until at length the carbonate separates from the solu- 
tion in the form of ■ fine aloud, and is ultimately precipi- 
tated in the form of an impalpable powder. It may be 
administered indoses.of one drachm or a drachm and a half, 
twice or thrice a day, either before or after eating, as is 
found most suitable. This dose, in half a tumbler of water, 
drunk either during or after the action of effervescence, is 
said to form a mild, sparkling, and refreshing chalybeate. 
Like most of the preparations of iron, dilution will be found 
' to increase both its tolerance, and therapduUc action. Dr. 
Skinner does not claim for it the same effects derived from 
the protosulphate, the iodide, or the sesqiiichloride, when a 
prolonged course of iron is required ; but where a moderate 
course of a few days, or a week or two is necessary, he has 
found it to he well borne, and to produce a much more 
manifest chalybeate effect within a given time, and in a 
smallerdose than other preparations ul iron. He has found 
it particularly serviceable m facial neuralgia, arising from 
annmla or other causes relievable by iron, especially if Ihe 
bowels are at all torpid, in which cases he has often found 
a few doses to act as a specific. It should be continued, 
however, afler the pain disappears, so as to entirely remove 
the condition upon which the neuralgia depends. To pre- 
vent discoloration of tlie teeth, it is recommended after 
each dose to apply with a tooth brush, a wash composed of 
half a drachm ol quadroxalateofpotassa, with six ounces of 
roae water, after which the mouth should be rinsed with 
ootd, or tepid water. 



BiiABBrouNDERa' Aqde. — Dr. Headlam Oreenhow de- 
scribes a new form of ague, to which he has given the 
above name. The symptoms resemble ordinary ague, but 
differ in that the paroxysms occur irregularly, and are dis- 
tinctly traceable to exposure lo the fumes of dcHagrating 
xinc. The attack begins with mdaise, lisllussness, aching 
in the hmbs, nausea, headache, and shivering, with occa- 
sionai vomiting, followed sometimes by febrile reaction, but 
always by profuse sweating. Those who work steadily at 
tbe occupation appear to acquire a tolerance of the poison. 
which ia, however, only temporary, for after a few days 
absence from work, even the most seasoned casters are apt 
to have an attack of the metal ague after exposure again to 
the fumes of the deRagrating cine. Operatives who work 
over molten sine below the temperature of defiagradon, 
enjoy an enUre immunity ttom this disease. — London Mtdi- 
ea* Review, 

Ths Annual Ueeting of the Illinois State Medical Soci- 
ety has been postponed in con^qnence of the absence of 
many of its members at the seat of war. 



NURSERY AND CHILD'S HOSPITAL. 
CASES OF SPUKIOOS HYDROCEPHALCa, 



Bt J. LEWIS BUITH, U.D., CUStTOO. 

Case I. — A male infant, nearly ux months old, died st the 
Child's Hospital on the 24th day of April, 1862, with the 
following history : — He was wetr-nura^, fleshy, and ap- 

Earentty entirely well, till six days before his death, whea 
■Ota some unexplain^ cause he was seized with obstinate 
vomiting, which continued nearly forty-eight hours. When 
it ceased, drowsiness commenced, ending in death after 
four days. His face during the somnolent stage of his 
sickness was pallid and coot, eyes partly open; pupils 
sluggish, but of equal size; bowels torpid; anterior fonta- 
nelle depressed; when aroused he noticed objects lor • 
moment, and immediately relapsed into sleep j no Meibo- 
mian secretion ; pulse accelerated, and not intermittent, 
the ds^ before death numbering 150; respiration accelerat- 
ed, without sighing, the day before death numbering 30. 
He had no convulsions, and died quietly as if passing into 
sleep. SkHo Cadaveru on the fultowmg day. The brain 
weighed twenty and a half ounces, and to appearance waa 
perfectly healthy ; the amount of serum in the ventricles 
of tlie brain, and at its base, was no more than natur^; 
membranes also natural ; abdominal organs generally some- 
what congested ; the stomach and the large and small 
intestines were vascular in strcdis and patches, but there 
was no thickening of the mucous membrane; (be vas- 
cularity did not appear to be inflammatory; the liver and 
kidneys, examined under the microscope, were found 
healthy ; thymus gland small, weighing only fifty-eeren 
grains; organs of the thorax healthy, except a little more 
hypostatic congestion than usual of the posterior portion of 
tlie led lung. 

The following cases occurred in private practice: — 

Cask II.— Mareh 13th, 1859. A , a male child, 22 

months old, previously in good health, has had *during the 
past three weeks diarrhoea, with febrile symptoms; pulse 
162, resp, 52; has a slight cough, and a few mucous rilefl 
are noticed on both sides of the c^est ; reaonanoe on per- 
cussion good ; is somewhat emaciated, and not disposed to 
much exertion ; tongue moi.it, and slightly furred, and W- 
petile poor. Little care has been taken with his dieL He 
nag the eight incisor and three anterior molar teeth, and ia 
cutting the remaining anterior molar, and two canines. 
lyealment. — Pulv. ipecac, comp,, gr, jss., every four to six 
hours; arrow-root, rice and milk for diet. From the 14th 
to the I8th inclusive, there was no material alteration ia 
hia symptoms, with the exception that the diarrhoea was 
partially restrained. On these Ave days the dtjectiooa 
numbered respectively 4, 1, 1, 6, 3 or 4, watery and brown ; 
pulse on tbe some days, 154, 156, 124, 150, and 144 ; tlie 
respiration on two of these days numbered 56 and 46. 
The Dover's powder was given at varying iuteirals. 
March 19tii. — Pulse 124; has become drowsy since the 
last record, and when aroused is fretful. Omit Dover's 
powder. Treatment: cold applicatjons to tbe bead ; mustard 
pediluvia. Evening : pulse 136; eyes constantly closed, and 
the head reclining; surface generally warm ; tongue dry and 



furred ; vomited at first, but n 






IT days j 



grinding of the teeth. Apply cantharidal collodion behind 
each ear, and continue other local treatment 20th,— Pulse 
130; is constantly sleeping, and when aroused is yery fret- 
ful; and soon relt^ses into sleep; no unnatural heat of head, 
and no dejection since yesterttoy. Treatment: a dose of 
castor oil, nourishing diet Evening: pulse 140; has had 
four stools, hut the drowsiness remains as before; his 
cheeks are sometimes flushed, sometimes pale ; pupils sen- 
sitive to light; mirgiuB of the ejrelids covered with ar— 
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tion. The fFUms nre lanced to-d&y. 21sL— Pulse 140 ; had 
sevea dejections Id the past twenty-four hours. Treat- 
ment : veaicatiun behind eacb ear, mustard pediluvia, cold 
to the head. Evening: pulse 118. 22d— -Pulse about 120; 
remains in the stuue lethargic state; face cool, and head 
conatautly reclining. Ereuing: stupor more profound; 
pulse 102 ; bowels tending to constipation. Treatment as 
before, 23d. — Pulse 108 ; had aii dejections firom a done 
of oil Eveniug: pulse 104; no dejection; drowsiness 
as before. Tceatment: brandj ctt. xx, eveiy two hours, 
beef-Uba and milk porridge. 24tV — Pulse 110; rolls the 
bead; had one dejection; is more fretful than during the 
past four or five da7s; contjnue brandy and beef-tea. 25tb. 
— Is not drowsT to^ay, and is leas restless; rolls the 
head occasionally, and does not appear to t>ee distinctly; 
has a slight cough ; bowels nearly regular ; pulse 100; res- 

Eiralion natural ; surface warm, and no unnatursJ hent of 
ead. Continue stimuldnts and nourishing drinks. From 
this date he entirely and rapidly recovered. 

Cash III.— May 2, 1860. 8 , 20 months old, has 

had diarrhcea during the past two weeks, and of late a 
slight cough ; pulw 142 ; does not vomit, but did in the 
beginning of his wckness; very fretful ; no undue heat of 
surface; stools very offensive and watery, of a dark culor, 
and passed with much force ; they number sis to twelve 
daily. Treatment: a simple alkaJine mixture hourly, and 
rice water for diet. 3d. — Pulse 136; dejections less oDen- 
sive, and less Irequent. Evening: pulse 158; is almost 
constantly sleeping, except when aroused, and is then very 
fretful ; respiration natural ; cheeks and fingers cool. Con- 
tinue treatment, adding beef-lea, 4th, — Pulse 140 ; coughs 
occasionally; his head is constantly dropped, and eyes 
sbut; when aroused is very fretful, and he immediately 
relapses into sleep ; rhythm of respiration and pulse natu- 
ral ; no vomiting ; three or four dejeclions in twenty hours, 
yellow at first, but green on standing. Evening: pulse 
140, resp. 36 ; had tliis evening a slight convulsion, ex- 
presses no wish, and takes drinks reluctantly ; face and 
extremities cooL Treatment: brandy, beef tea, milk por- 
ridge. 5th.— Di«w»inpss less; was Cjuiet through the 
night; puls« 124; had three dejections similar to those of 
yesterday. Treatment continued. 6ih. — Takes more no- 
tice of objects, and is gradually improving ; pulse 158. Tth. 
— Pulse 140 ; is fretful in-doors, but quiet when carried 
out: can be amused by objects for a considerable time. 
loth. — Has entirely recovered. 

Cask IV,— December 13th, 18G1. A German child, 18 
months old, has had relaxed bowels during the past four 
weeks, the stools being thin and watery ; during the last 
eight or nine days has been much inclined to sleep; when 
aroused is very fretful, and fully conscious, but immediately 
his eyelids gradually close, and he remains asleep until 
again dbturbed; forehead hot; fiice cool and pallid, and 
extremities cool; pulse 164, resp. 32; during the past 
week has had a' cougli ; dulness on percussion in tbe left 
infra-scapular region ; depression of the infra-mammary 
regions on inspiration. Treatment: ammo. carb. gr. j. 
every two hours. 14th. — No material change in symp- 
toms; drinks readily when aroused; pulse 148. Treatment: 
cantharid^ collodion behind each ear; continue ammo, 
carb. 20th. — Remains drowsy since the last record ; pupils 
moderately dilated, and right pupil somewhat larger than 
the left ; no vision during the past three days; had two 
dejections in the last twenty-four hours; face pallid, and 
the edges of the eyelids smeared with secretion ; resp. 
44; since yesterday the respiration ha9 been accompanied 
by sighing; no irregularity of pulse ; is very restless when 
awake, Mid rolls his head. The ve«cation behind the 
eara has been continued, the carbonate of ammonia given 
with intermissions, and nourishing diet, 21['t. — Has had 
slight epistSixis, and a purulent discharge from the led 
ear since yesterday, and his sipht is restored ; p-ilse 140 ; 
the cough remains, though slight; has three to five dejec- 
tions in twenty-four hours. Continue, and give tannin, 
gr. jss., according to the diarrhcea. 22d.--Symp(oms, gene- 



rally, as before; is somewhat emaciated, but not greatly; 
vision good ; had six dejections since the last record. 
23d. — The drowincss is not so great as before; is much 
prostrated, and the hands tremble; head warm, but face 
and limbs cool; pulse 152. 24th.— The stupor increased 
since thi last record ; he had partial spasms, and died to-day. 
Sectio Cadaveria, 23 hours aft«r death | moderate emacia- 
tion; rigor mortis; thoracic and abdommal organs not exa- 
mined ; membranes over the vertex of the brain raised by 
serous effusion; surface of the brain congested, except the 
anterior lobes of the cerebrum; on slicing the brain the 
punctaof blood were found unusually larp^, both in the grey 
and the white portions; three ounces of bloody serum es- 
caped from the sub-arachnoid space, and from the ventricles ; 
tlie substance of the brain was healthy, also the membranes. 

The disease, to which we have called attention in the 
foregoing cases, will be at once recognised as that which 
Drs. Marshall Hall, Abercrombie, and Oooch first described. 
Its essential condition is exhaustion. It is, in its patholo- 
gical character, a state of deficient innervation, or of pas- 
sive congestion of the brain, sometimes with serous effusion. 
It differs in ils lesions from the disease which it resembles 
in symptoms, that formerly known as acute hydrocephalus, 
but which recent writers on diseases of children more accu- 
rately describe as two affections, simple and tubercular 
meningitis, in being non-inflammatory, and therefore not 
attended by fibrinous exudation. 

It is well known that this affection, termed by some spu- 
rious hydrocephalus, by others hydrocephaloid disease, is 
usuiiJly consequent on some debilitating pathological con- 
dition, ofien looseness of the bowels. The younger the 
child lie greater the liability to exhaustion, so that unij^r 
the age of six or eight months the antecedent disease is, 
frequently, of short duration, while in older children it ie 
more proUacted. The fir^t patient, whose case is narrated 
above, was under the age of six months, and be was, to 
appearance, in perfect health till within two days of the 
development of cerebral symptoms. The only assignable 
cause of the hydrocephaloid disease in ibis case was the vo- 
miting, though it is posuble that, instead oT being the cause, 
it was a premonitory symptom. The other three patients 
were older, the ages varying from eighteen to twenty-two 
months, and in these the antecedent disease, diarrhcea, bad 
continued from two to four weeks. The dejections, instead 
of being green, as Marshall Hall states they usually are, 
were in all, brown and quite watery. 

In Case I. tbe anteriorfuntanellawasstillopen and mnck 
depressed. Dr. Watson, of London, remarks that, in 
young children, the stat* of the fontanelle aids much in the 
diagnosis of spurious hydrocephalus. It is depressed in this 
complaint, while in octjve congestion and in meningeal in- 
flammation it is prominent. Attention to this l(>ct would 
prevent the error, into which some of the ablest writers on 
diseases of children hove fallen, that of describing some 
forms of active cerebral congestion under the head of hy- 
drocephaloid disease. For instance. Dr. West conBden the 
cerebral complication sometimes present in the early staget 
of pneumonia as a form of this disease. I have noticed 
even in the eariy stages of catarrhal and bronchial affections, 
where the fever ran high, and therewaa stupor or symptoms 
threatening convulsions, that tbe footanelle was prominent, 
showing a pathological st»t« tie reverse of spuhooa hydro- 
cephalus. 

Another point of interest in tlie first case was the abtenoe 
of sighing in the respiration, and intermittency in the puloe. 
It has seemed to me that these irregularities of respiration 
and pulse, occurring in cerebral diseases, indicate effusioD 
at the base of the bnun, and compression at the origin of 
the pneum<^[B8tric. If so, their atraence in this case is rea- 
dily explained. I never yet have treated a idiild with dis- 
ease of the brain, who hod sighing, or intermittent pulae, 
who recovered, although I have known these symptoms to 
disappear for a time by pui^tion. 
Case II. ie interesting on account of the long duration 
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of the stupor, ne&rij fivo dajs, and yet the child recoveriag. 
Such caaes revivipg from a state almost hopeless, by stimu- 
lation, to the amazement of (rieDcls, caunot fail to render ua 
grateful to those diatiDcuished British ohservera who first 
pointed out the trae pathology of this afTectiM). 

The stale of the pulse, in the abore cases, did nm aid in 
making a differential diagnosia between apurioua hydroce- 
phalus, and those acnte afiuctiona of the brain in which 
there is excess of T«d blood. It was in all accelerated, 
•nd apparency of natural fulness, the pulse of irritative 
fever, rather than of exhaustion. 

In the two fatal cases, the post-mortem •ppearancea were 
different. In one tliere was no peroeptible change m the 
condition of the brain or membraiiea; in the other there 
waa congestion with effoaion. The former condition is pro- 
bably not uncommon, when the disease occurs afler short 
previous illness, but the latter more firequent after pro- 
tracted ailments. In those cases of sp>irious h;pdrocepha1ua 
following diarrhcea, which are the cases ordinarily met with, 
oongestioD and effusion are present. The mortality of chil- 
dren in cities during the summer months is much mcrcaaed 
by the BDpervention of this form of faydrocephaloid disease 
on a relaxed state of the bowels. 
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NEW TORE PATHOLOGICAL SOCEETT. 

BuR> Mmtae, Muth M, ISO. 
DR. T. C. FIHHKLL, FB£SID£ttT. IN TBB CBAtB. 
' iOoiMtuHd Jtvm pat* Vlt.) 

iTTLTiLoctJUB oTABiAB rcMOB wuaHiiia THi&TT pousns. 
Db. PEAflLEB presented a mutMoeuIar tumor weighing thirty 
fovnd». This waeremoved, j)<M(-mor(ent,from ayoung lady 
between 22 and 23 years old, and waa remarkable mainly 
for the quantity of dropsical fluid in the peritoneal cavity 
to which it gave rise. It was first noticed by the patient 
at Uie age of 18, in September, 1867, or about four years 
and a half ago ; and was at hrat supposed to t>e the result 
of taking cold during the cstamenial period. Dr. Peaalee 
first saw her in June, 1858, when she was quite emaciated, 
•ndmeasured45 inches round the abdomen. He then diagnos- 
ticated a multilocular ovarian tumor proceeding from the 
left side. He i^in saw her in ApriL 1869. She now had 
a circumference of 50 inches. She had had much severe 
headache, which had been rebeved by the liquor potasass 



On the 3d of July, 1859, he found her circumference to 
be S3 inchea, and removed 61 lbs. of fluid by tapping — 48 
lbs. from the laiyest sac, and the remaining 16 Iba. from a 
•mailer one. She rallied favorably and promptly, and 
eleven and a half months afterwards (June 15. 18M) he 
found the circumference 86 inches (five and a half feet), and 
removed 115 lbs. of fluid fi'om the jwAoixal cavity — the 
latter sac not having filled again. 

She Bgun filled in ten and a half months, and on the 
29Uiof April, 1861, Dr. Peaalee removed 136 lbs. ofalight- 
COl<H^ fluid from the peritoneal cavity, her circumference 
now beingS? inches (five feet and seven inches). In a Uttle 
more than seven months (December 9, 1861), paracentesis 
abdominis again became necessary, her circumference now 
being 74 inches (six feet and two inches) ; and at this lime 
149 lbs. and 3 oz. of fluid were removed from the cavity of 
the peritoneum. She promptly ralUed, and attended church 
in ten days after the operation. 

Her condition now seeming to justify the operation of 
ovariotomy in Dr. Peaalee's opmion, he advised her \u come 
to the city for that purpose about the lat of January. She 
was, however, attacked by parotitis a few days before that 
time, became much prostrated, and did not regain her 



much exhausted, and again much distended with the ro- 
accumulated fluid. She gradually failed, and died on tb9 
ISth of March. The fluid waa removed agun on the 2d 
of March, then being 105 lbs. ; but she still failed gradually 
till death. The 105 lbs. bad accumulated in eighty-four 
days. It waa an interesting fact inthiscase that, though tba 
dislenuon was so unprecedented, the patient had never 
Buffered essentially from dyspnoea. 

The amount of fluid removed on two occavons. Dr. 
Peaalee regarded as without a paralM. Some years since 
he investigated thia point, andfonnd that Sir Astley Cooper 
had removed the greatest amount of fluid on record at a 
single tapping ; a Uttle leas, according to hia recollectioti, 
than at the second operation in this case (116 lbs.). At the 
third tapping. Dr. Peaslee removed from this patient 135 
lbs., and at the fourth, 15016t. tni'nta Aijieen ourMt. The 
aggregate of these three tappings is 400 lbs. minus 13 ol, 
and the average is over 133 lbs. 

Th« aulopiy showed the tumor to he extenuvely adhe- 
rent, as Dr. Peaslee had before decided. He would not, 
however, have been deterred by the adhesion &om com- 
pleting tne operation of ovariotomy had he commenced it. 
«nce m two caaes in which he had succesBfully performea 
that operation the adhesions had been quite as eitensivB 
and aa firm. In one caae they were is some parts so firm 
that be could not tear them across, and had to pass hgatnrea 
through them and then divide tliem with the knife. Then 
were no adhesions to the intestines, and Dr. Peaslee bad 
not yet met with a case in which there were any, though 
be lud oflen seen adhetuona to the great omentum. As » 
general rule, also, there are no adhesions on any part of 
the posterior aspect of this class of tumors. They are con- 
fined to the anterior aspect ; and Peaslee regards them as 
phytiologieal and not aa palhologieal develofonenta. In 
other words, they are developed to fix and support the 
tumor ; and are Dot, as a general rule, the result of an in- 
flammatory procesa. 

The fact tbat tiie fluid in all the tapping after the Gnt 
was found to have accumulated in the peritoneal cavity, is 
an interesting one. It was due to a rupture of the bluest 
sac, and the one containing 4S lbs. at toe first tapping, bat 
which still continued to secrete and pour its secretion into 
the cavity of the peritoneum. Thus the tumor itself^ as a 
whole, was ever smaller after the firat tapping than at that 
time. This had also been rec<^i»ed by Dr. Peaalee. The 
fact that a sac may be inadvertently ruptured during the 
operation for the removal of the tumor durin^Ufe, bad been 
before alluded to by Dr. Peaslee before this society. It 
occurred in one of his cases, and was followed by a free 
bcemorrhage, which wut arrested till the tumor could be 
removed by compression at its pedide by the band of an 



Dr. Clakc read the following from Dr. Deane, of Wood- 
stock, in reference to the dimensioos of an ovarian tumor: — 

" Miss Hannah White, ML 48, diedln OiU, Uass., Novem- 
ber, 1852, of ovarian dropsy of the right side. The tumor 
weighed 112 lbs. ; had been growing eleven yean. It 
consisted of a liquid substance, varying in color and con- 
sistence, contained in a number of cysts of variable Niee, 
the Ivgest holding about three gallons. The sacs con- 
taining the Uquid weighed 17i Ibe. after the watery por- 
tions hsd been discharged, leaving 9ii Iba. ot water. 

"The ovatT of the left side waa of its normal site and 
healthy condition, as well as the rest of the abdominal 
viscera, with the exception of bein^ displaced by the tum<w. 
The tumor extended from the ensiform cartila^ neariy to 
the knees, and the body meaaured five feet eight tootea 
around the abdomen." 

Dx. Clakk ^ao referred in this comiexion to a tumor, 
suppoeed to be ovarian, which be bad seen in Ohio several 
years ago. It occurred in a woman Bt 30. The weight (^ 
the tumor was supposed to be greater than that of her 
body, which In health waa only 112 lbs., but n "" - 
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pelvic bones at least a foot and a h^. The interesting 
point in the cade was, that tlie womaa hecame pregnaat 
while in this condition, but roiscarried evlv. Koauiopaj 
was allowed. The case is repori«d in full by Dr. Judktna, 
of Cincimistt. 

(Tb i* OmtlmmmL) 
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A oin of this kind is reported to the Surgical Sodety of 
Ireland, by Robert John^ A.B.M B., etc. The patient com- 
plained of being seized soon alter marriage with hfemoF' 
ihage from the vagina, to which she had ever since been 
subject, and from which for the last year she had scarcely 
ever been free. She had become ansmic, was colorless, 
And unable to walk from extreme debihty. She com- 
i^ned of palpitations, ring;ing in the ears, weight and 
bearing down in the vagina, and pain over Uie sacrum, in 
back, and loins. The uterus was much enlarged ; its cervis 
tnd OS much congested. The latter, which was nearly 
closed up, was ulcerated on it« posterior lip ; blood was seen 
coming through it, and from the ulcerated surfhce. By 
means of a small sound a tumor was discovered in the 
uterine cavity, which accounted for all her symptoms. He 
ordered her infusion of bark with sesquichloride of iron, 
and proceeded to dilate the os with prepared sponge, in 
order to reach the tumor, and if advisable to remove it 
The sponge not bemg retained so as to dilate beyond the 
HtEe sufficient to admit the index finger, it waa determined 
to try artificial dilat«tion with the hand whilst under 
chloroform, which was accomplished in about half an honr, 
M> that three finrers were passed into the uterus, and a 
fibrous polypus about the uze of a Koose-egr, attached by 
a pedicle to the fUndas, was seized .and drawn gently 
through the os, the chain c^ the tovseur passed around it 
aa high Dp as pomibte, and the tumor removed in about 
twelve or fiReen minutes. Not a teaspoonful of hlood was 
lost. The ulceration was healed in a few days b^ a Bolu' 
tion of nitrate of silver, and she was put on tomes and a 
good diet. At the expiration of a mouth she was quit« 
recovered, — Duhlin Medical iVrm. 

A Kiw pRoctDimi roR tiuoheotokt. 
The Journal de Mideeiru ft Chirurgit describee S new 
method of performing this operation, submitted to the 
Academy of Sciences by M. Maisonneuve. The instru- 
ment he proposes to use, he styles the tra(Aeot<ime. It is 
A kind of incurvated necrale, sharp on its concave mde, with 
a rtft4laior intended to limit the depth of its penetration. 
It may be fixed in a handle hke Iteschamps' needle, and 
provided with a very simple metdianism to keep (he trachea 
open, as soon as the incision has been terminated. The 
patient lying on his back, with his head moderately thrown 
iMck, the surgeon holds the instrument in his right hand, 
(pplying the point to the middle of the crico-thyroidean 
space, gently inserts it in a perpendicular direction. A 
sensation of resistance overcome indica^ that the point 
has penetrated into the respiratory tube, tbe regulator pre- 
venting it from entering too deeply. Directing the point 
of the needle towards the sternum, he gently conveys it 
forwud to the trachea until the needle is entirely concealed 
in the flesh. During the operation, the ref;ulator must be 
constantly in contact with the integument When the 
requisite depth has been reached, the surgeon forces the 
point of the needle through the trachea and the integu- 
ment, and divides from below upwards all the soil parts 
included in the concarity of the sharp edge. Sy com- 
pressing the integument upwardj with ue leal hand, at the 
moment tiie point of the needle extends from the trachea. 



and backwards at the moment of incision, the incision of 
the integument is made, more exten-ive than that of the 
trachea, and therefore tlie blood flowing from the wound 
has less tendency to penetrate into the air tubeaL 
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SURGICAL INGENTTITT. 
Thb practice of surgery, more than that of any other de- 
partment of our prolession, teaches us to be prepared for the 
emergency. Injuries are almost always peculiar, either in 
the manner of their infliction, the circumstances that sur- 
round the sufferer, the precise part of the body mutilated, 
or in the complications that exist. The experience of our 
predecessors stands promisingly forth to guide us in our 
practices, and by the very accumulation of such data 
it would seem (hat almost every exigency waa provided for. 
But that this is not the case can be proved in the record of 
the many unique cases (hat are constantly occurring in the 
practice of every sui^eou. It is dear then that much 
depends upon the action of the surgeon himself under such 
circumstances, and that the only resource whid) is held out 
to him is that oSered by tiis own ingenuity. 

The importance of the poseesuon of this qualification 
has shown itself in many a briUiant discovery, and it is 
fair to say that surgery owes as much in its advancement to 
ingenuity aa to anything else — anatomy, perhaps, alone 
excepted. We must not be understood as saying that every 
practitioner of surgery should be a "sui^eon artist," or in- 
strument maker, but he should at least be able to follow out 
prindples for treatment by modifications, or by devices of 
his own, so that every particular indication in the case is 
perfectly met Very often circumstances of place are such 
as to render it impoeeible to have at hand a convenient 
instrument, or a well made and suitable apparatus, but the 
comfort And welfare of the patient should not for this rea- 
son be sacrificed. The surgeon is then called upon to 
devote his tboughls to the simpliGcation of means to the 
end; if A particular instrument is not at hand he must 
be ready to rely on some other; if tlie case b a rare one his 
own judgment must alone come to his lud. 

Upon the battle-field the ingenuityof the surgeon is often 
taxed to the uttermost in the desire to minister to the suf- 
fering wants of those under bis charge, end we have seen 
that such endeavors have not been in vain ; if tourniquets 
have not been at hand, the twisted handkerchief has 
arrested the ebbing life-current; if splints and other similar 
apparatus were needed, the simple contrivances set forth in 
a previous number — the mere use of young saplings and the 
like — have been found to suffice in keeping the parts in 
apposition, rendering transportation safe and comfortable. 
Again, means equally simple and efficient can he resorted to 
in the treatment of fractures, as an instance of which we 
quote the following admirable suggestions set forth in the 
report of the Sanitary Commiesion on the Treatment of 
Frarturt* : — 

" An excellent plan for putting up fractures of the extre- 
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mities, in an emergency, in»v almost always be adopted ; it 
is only strange that it is so liltte known. This is to lake a 
bundle of straw, the stifier the better (wheat str&w is the 
best), end to iocloBe the limb in it, the component straws 
lyin^ parallel to the axis of the limb. The latter and ila 
envelope may then be bound round nith wisps of straw, 
strings, bandages, or any convenient article, care being 
taken not to coinpreaa the seat of fracture too strongly. 
Greater firmness may be given by inserting two or more 
sticks among the straws at either ude of the' limb- Should 
swelling now occur, the dressing will yield, the straws 
being eimply drawn out in the direction of their length. 
The state of the parte may be readily watched ; hiemorrh^e 
will be Bt once maoifest; and when the dressing is to be 
removed, we-have only to loosen the circular bands. En- 
tension and counter-extension may be made in various 
ways, upon a limb thus done up. When suitable straw is 
not to be had, the stems of bushes, curn-stalks, or leaves, 
cane-Btalks, twigs, or small sticks may be substituted. 
Almost any fracture of the extremities can be thus arranged 
BO as ti> be comfortable, even if the patient has to be trans-- 
porled some distance. And in those rare cs^es injvhich 
the bones of the trunk are broken, either on the taarch or 
in the field, the whole body may be encased in tlie same 
way, a larger bulk of straw being of course required," 

The simplest form of extension and counter-extension 
can be resorted to, as is now well known, independent of 
the use of any appliances in the shape of asptint. Stretchera 
have been extemporized with muskets end a blanket, and 
many a poor su&erer, by the comfort it has afibrded him, 
has lived to bless the forethought of the one on whom his 
welfare and perhaps life depended. An aneurism needle 
has been made by bending the "eyed end of a sail needle." 
In fact, there seems to be no end of devices which may be, 
and have been, resorted to in emergencies by surgeons who 
have lacked a supply of instruments. 

In civil practice the same want is often felt in reference 
both to instrument and apparatus; and if a record were 
made of all the contrivances resorted to, and the expedients 
.adopted by the surgeon in the coimtry, no one would have 
supposed it possible that so much could be accomplished 
with a pocket case and an ordinary jack-knife. A few of 
our practical surgeons have done much towards simplifying 
apparatus, prominent among wbom we notice Dra. Bock^ 
SwiNBCHNE, and Tbdder. To these the profesMon owes 
much for cheap, useful, and efficient contrivances for the 
treatment of surgical accidents and diseases. It has been 
truly said, that any surgeon who properly understands the 
principles of treatment in a case, can, with a fair amount of 
mechanical tact, make use of any particular qiparatus and 
secure a good result; while it is equally true that on the 
other hand there are those who, in the language of a popu- 
lar professor of surgery, "use splints instead of brains;" 
who imagine that a well -contrived appliance must suit 
every case. To this latter class, however, we are happy to 
Bay but a very small number belong, inasmuch as the 
responsibilities which hang around the treatment of frac- 
tures more particularly, are too fruitful in suits of malprac* 
tice to warrant the undertaking on the part of any ope 
who has not a perfect reliance on his own resources. 

The ingenuity for which Americans have rendered them- 
selves famous has shown iU'eif especially in these times of 
war, in the settlement of many questions of mechanics and 
engineering, and we have a right to expect that similar 
results Will be witnessed in the practice of surgery. The 
great battles that have lately been fought, and the lai^e 
numbers that have been wounded at Fort Donelson, Pitta- 



burgh Landing, and Williamsburgh, have offered to those 
upon the field rare opportunities for seeing injuries of 
almost every variety and in almost every portion of the 
body, and by the ingenious and thoughtful surgeon many a 
novel operation has doubtless ere this been performed. Our 
best surgical latent is on the field, and when the surgical 
record o( the war is made we have the best reasons for 
expecting that the interests of science will be served in * 
truly creditable manner. 

THE WEEK, 
Tbb New York Asylum for Insane Convicts, at Auburn, an 
we learn from its Second Annual Report, is in a flourishing 
condition. The class of cases' now in the institution are 
for the most part of a chronic type, and hence any good 
results from treatment are rare. The Medical Superinten- 
dent, Dr. Edward Hall, urges the necesaty of extending 
the usei^lIness of the asylum that it may accommodate all 
that class of unfortunates, the criminal insane, who are in- 
carcerated in the various prisons of the State. We hope 
bis suggestions will have that amount of weight with those 
in authority which they deserve. Not only in the light of 
treatment is this change from a prison to a home neoessai;, 
but common humanity demands it as a matter of justice. 
The number of patients treated during the past year was 
65, and of these 5 died. 

A LKTTEB will be found in another column in reference to 
the suspension of Dr. Hewitt, late of this city. We are 
glad to hear that the charges made against him en Ukdy 
to prove unfounded, and heartily approve of the courst 
which be insists upon adopting. 

EFFORTsarebeingmade by the Sub-Committee of the Joint 
Committee of the Common Council on National afiair^ to 
secure tJie Mount St. Vincent Academy as a permanent 
home for sick and wounded soldiers. It is designed more 
especially for the reception of chronic cases. The building 
is in a very desirable locahty, and will probably accommo- 
date about 600 men. The object of the Committee is • 
very laudable one, and deserves to meet with that success 
■which we are inclined to think it wilL The building b at 
present in the hands of the Central Park Commissioners. 
There is now an urgent want for hospital accommodations 
for those who are being brought to this port by the Sanitary 
Commission, and too much baste cannot be made to secure 
suitable buildings for the purpose. There is not room in 
the city for those who should be removed hither. The 
military ho^itals in Wajhington, Alexandria, Annapolis, 
and Baltimore, are full to overflowing, and the city of New 
York will naturally be now Axed upon as the prindpal 
depot for the wounded. We called attention to this subject 
in our last issue, and we are glad to sec that some accommo- 
dations, meagre though ihey be, have been made to meet 
urgent wants. Thirty hospital tents ore in readiness on 
David's Island, capable of providing for 400 patjenla, and 
240 beds in the buildings upon the old quarantine grounds ; 
the Seaman's Ketreat baa generously opened one of ita 
wings, and will accommodate a Umited number. The 
state authorities have ordered the transformation of the 
barracks on Hiker's Island, but tJie accommodations tber« 
are very indiflerent, and it is questionable whether the 
wounded will be at all benefited by such a resting-place^ 
But notwithstanding all (his we have still to ask for room. 
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REanAncitts ahd Obbbrtations on Pkltio Hematocele, by 

J. Btrhs, U.D., H.RC.3 E., Resideot Fellow of the New 

York Academj of Medicine, etc, pp. 44. 
Dn, Btrne bu written a very instructive tract on the sob- 
jeciofpetvichflsmatocele. The present pamphlet is enlarged 
from a paper receDtlj read before the New York Academy 
of Medicine, and printed in their Bulletin, The disease 
treated of has been but little studied, and Dr. Byrne with 
H prMseworthy zeal has set himself to work to investigate 
its nature, cause?, and treatpient. His observations are 
essentially of a practical nature, and are lor the most part 
founded on cases that have occurred in his own, practice. 

Under the head of pelvic hfematocele, he epeaks of two 
varieUea, the intra- peritoneal snd sub-peritoneal, and refers 
to the following as causes of the affection : 

" (Ist) Inllanimatioii of the uterine appendages and ila conse- 
qaencea, oltenliTnea the primaTj. and b; far tlie most (requeat 
tttiOTig the prtdiepoiing cautai of p«lvic hKmaUicele, (Id,) Ha- 
bitual coDBtipatiou of tbe bowels, nitd morbid growths inlerfw. 
log with the n-ee return of venous blood, and therebj producing 
a varicosa condlLion of the vessela (3d,) A hEmorrhagic dia- 
thesis from a disordered state of the blood. (4lh.) Tubular, 
uleriae. or vaginal ooolusion, obWrnctirig the normal secredon, 
or ginng rise to regurgilstioo through the Fallnpuin tubes. The 
immediste or accUinf camrt may be, (1st) sudden suppression of 
the menstrual, or a hemorrhoidal discharge; (2cl), tenewnus or 
violent muscular exertion ; (3d), injuries by a fall or otherwise, 
end (4tb), excessive coitus, and mental emotioDS tending to active 
congestion of the iulerual organs of geueration. 

" Siill Bnoiher cause remains to be mentioned which might, with 
propriety, be classed both as predisposing and excUiog, namely, 
txtra-iUerine pregnancy." 

In the matter of treatment he recommends the use of the 
trocar, introduced through the rectum. The part of the 
paper treating of the diSerential diagnous of the disense, 
contains the account of an original experiment, proving tba 
following facts : 

k " first, lliat although a lateral position of the tumor will 
always denote its sub-penCon«d character, yet, the fact of Ita 
being central and occupying the whole posterior part of the va- 
gina does not, by any means, prove the contrary; and, secondly, 
that the position, slie, or shapeof the swelling — though, i/mtra- 
paitmaal, ahcaya central both above the brim as well as in the 
TBgina — possesses but little, if any, value as a guide to dilferen- 
Ualdiagnosia" 

The disease has been found to occur most fVequently in 
married women, especiallj those who have home children. 
In reference to the general character of the disease, his 
investigations have led him to the following conclusions; 

" Firsi — that bloody tumors within tbe female pelvis are not 
met with frequently, and should not be confouitded with pelvic 
cellulitis or lis consequences, Secmut-^that the relative location 
of tlie tumor is not an Infallible guide in determining as to its 
Intra or sub-peritoneal character. TTitnJ — that certain patholo- 
gical principles and physiological phenomena inseparabta tnaa 
such iuqulries, make it at least, very probable that the eania 
which predispose to the two forms of hamatocele, are not only 
entirely distinct, but differ from each other as widely as pleurisy 
and pneumonia: and/uurlA — when i n Ham matoly action precedes 
these bEemorrbagea, the charai'ter and seat of said iuBamoialion 
determine the location of the effused mass." 

As a whole, we consider tlie essay the most complete 
and meritorious one which has been written npon the sub- 
ject, in the En^ish language. It deserves the careful peru- 
sal of every one interested in the subject of which it treats. 



Bt IsinoR Glcck, M.D. 



A Novel Spliht.— A correspondent of the Chicago Me- 
dical Journal, speaking of tlie extreme hardness of the 
bread and biscuit furnished to the western troops, credits 
the statement of a soldier, who said that a surgeon, in ad- 
justing ■ fractured leg, used a liard craeJuir a» a tplinlt 



TBI OTPSUU BAMDAOE APPLIED IN CONPLIOATEI) nUCntREH. 

Ik fractures complicated with injuries of the skin, with 
considerable contusions, vesications, by tendency of tbe 
skin to soreness in the region of the injury, and by great 
displacement of the fractured ends, it is necessary to 
apply the gyp.^um bandage with openings (windows), and 
to leave the injured portion uncovered The windows of 
different sizes are made during application of the handle, 
and may be formed in two ways, 

1. Leaving interspaces between tbe sphnt; and tbe 
transverse strips, to be 5xed in the region corresponding 
to the injury, or 

2. By applving on both sides of tbe limb, or in the 
front and bat^ of it^ wooden splints, provided on both 
ends with thick pads, and by lastenmg them by trans- 
verse strips. 

Pint Method. — The limb must be enveloped (as in simple 
fractures) in an old sleeve or a stocking, or in divided 
drawers, only with the difference, that the linen is cut 
transversely in the region of the fracture, and the flap of 
it thus produced is not pressed to the limb. The extension 
and re-position are then effected, and to the limb the neces- 
,sary situation is given, removing thus tbe broken ends 
from the skin threatened to be pierced. The splints must 
be 'thicker than in simple fractures, and applied on both 
sideSj and over and under the fractured spot, leaving free 
the injured portion as well as its circumference. The 
splints must closely fit in other parts, and are then fixed 
by two or three layers of transverse strips, going once or 
twice around the limb, ahovt and below the injured region. 
On the fractured spot, or in the region of the sore skin, the 
transverse strips surround the splints only pattiy, and op- 
posite to the- wounded portion, the ends are carried to the 
margin of the opening (window), and then reverted on tbe 
limb. But if only one side has to remain uncovered, a • 
splint may be applied to it in the desciibcd manner, and 
to tiie other side a gypsum splint. If in complicated or 
simple fractures a very nrm bandage is required, as for in- 
stance in fractures in the neigiiborhood of joinls, by the 
preparation of the splints, pasteboard, sugar-paper, etc., 
may be placed ia tbe linen layers after having been paint- 
ed over on both sides with gypsum solution. In compli- 
cated fractures, where profuse suppuration may be antici- 
pated, the window must be formed so that the pus should 
not find its way under the bandage. The margins of the 
window must^ sufficiently distant from each other. The 
applicofion of PirogofTs gypsum bandages in simple as well 
as complicated fractures, is calculated for the battle-field. 

In hospitals where more time can be taken and the 
means allow it, it is preferable to take, instead of tbe sack- 
linen rollers, linen flaps and cotton or flax. The bandage 
lies thus firmly and is light. If a roller is applied instead 
of the transverse siripSj the gypsum bandage is fixed in 
this way : — I. The timb is surrounded by old linen, and on 
two or three sides provided with splints, leaving an inter- 
space between them. 2. The splints ore firmly prepared 
and Cxcd to the Imih, and then surrounded by circular 
turns of a roller, in the vicinity of the joints in figure eight 
turns (spica teStudo). 3. While the rolle. is carried around 
the limb, its outer surface is painted over with gypsum 
solution (by the hand or a brush), but so sd to leave the 
place corresponding to the interspace free of gypsum. In 
order to facilitate the cutting open and removal of the ban- 
dage, a piece of roller dipped in dl should be placed in the 
interspace of the splinta. 

If It is necessary to press the splints in the wounded 
region atiU firmer to the limb, they may bo fislened by 
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bu U> be removed when the bandage gels dry), or two 
three transverse strips tbre« quarters of a ^ard loDg, are 
painted over both sides with gypsum solution, leaving in 

(he middle about an inch free from the gypsum solution. 
The part free from gypsum is placed over ihe window in 
the bandage, and the painted ends are carried around the 
limb, bringing by it the splints close to to limb. As soon 
as the bandage is dry and firm, the unpunled port of the 
stripa covering the window is cut through by a p«r of 
scissors. On the injured portion is placed, through the 
window, lint dipped in camphor, or fomentations of sugar 
of lead, etc, or in injuries of the skin with vesications, a 
solution of nitrate of silver ffrom two to fifteen grains in 
one ounce of water) is applied. 

Setond Aftthod — The limb is surrounded with old linen 
above and below the fractured portions; the injured part 
remains uncovered in its whole circumference, or one side 
only, according to the extent of the place to be left unco- 
vered. Long wooden splints are then applied on both 
sides or in front, and on the side the splints are provided 
with thick pads turned towards the limbL and fixed so that 
the pads, at least mx inches wide, should be placed close 
and Brmly to the limb ; the splints then are fastened to it by 
transverse strips in the region of the pads. By this pro- 
coeding the splints remain distant from the injured place to 
the extent of the thickness of the pad, therefore nearly six 
inches. If the injury is considerable or on both aides of the 
Umb, one single splint may also be sufficient. In this case, 
it la advisable to nx it first by thin English sheet iron, and 
subsequently with transverse strips. In complicated frac- 
tures the gypsum bandazQ may be apphed In the foUuwing 
way : Having applied the splmts so as to leave uncovered 
the injured pnrt, tiie same are fixed by a dry roller, which 
is to be painted while carried around, leaving a part un- 
painted. On that portion, the dry linen ia cut through by 
scissors; the ends of the strips thus formed are then turned 
downwards, and by mesas of the gypsum solution fixed to 
the sides, in which case the solution must be prepared witji 
glue in order to harden slowly. Other changes can also be 
made in the gypsum banda<;B as applied by Pirogoff: for 
instance, first a layer of strips immersed in gypeum solution, 
then splints, and again a second layer of transverse strips to 
* fix tiie splints. Somatimes the splints are at first &3tened 
by thread and then by transverse strips. 



t TOE OTPSUU BAHDAOK rSOM TOE UMB 

Uav be effected in two ways : 

1. Like the starch bandage, being cut open by Seutin's 
scissors or a strong scalpel. 

2. Removing the transverse strips under continuid use of 
water, in order to precipitate the dust formed by it. 

YARipDS KODBa or PBBPARINO jL OOOD aTPSUU SOLUnON, 
TO DELAY ITS BABDKHtMO, ADD TO HAKE TBE OTPaCH 



The gypsum solution hardens in five or ten minutes, 
according to the quantity of water used for it In order to 
apply properly the gypsum bandage a quarter of an hour is 
required. In fi'scture of the neck of the thigh, and In dl 
greater bandages, the lower layer of the stripa otlen hardens, 
while the upper ones are not yet applied ; the lower layer, 
therefore, does not slick to the upper one, the band^^ does 
not become firm, and breaks easily, it is tlierefore necessary 
to delay the hardening of the bandage, which is accom- 
plished b^ adding glut to the gypsum solution. The smaU- 
est quantity of di^olved glue delays already two or three 
times the auraUon of its becoming hardened. Half a tea- 
spoonful of glue dissolved in hot water, and of the consist- 
ency to remain fluid, when cold, added lo two pounds of 
water and two pounds of plaster of paris. Is sufficient to 
delay the hardening of it for a quarter of an hour; but the 
glue most not be mixed with the gvpsum solution, but 
always with the water, previous to adding the plaster of 
paria to iL If added to the gypsum solution it becomes 
crumby. The thicker the glue, the less of )t ia required for 



delaying the hardening of the gypsum solution. If too 
much of it is added, it does not harden for days. The gyp- 
sum solution becomes Gcmer through the addition of giua, 
but the surbce remains moist for a longer time. Starch 
and ^eitrine exert the same influence on the gypsum solu- 
tion. Thus prepared, no haste is needed; the bandage is 
cautiously placed under the Umb without Ufting the pa- 
tient; and changes are made on the bandage at plisasure. 

In order to prepare a light bandage, it is necessary to 
take instead of the coarse linen for Hplinls, thin, twtpoliAed 
patleboard ; and for transverse strips, fine iinen left ud- 
painted on one side of the limb, corresponding with the 









interspace of the splints. In order U 

painted spots, a longitudinal space, finger-wide, may be 
brushed over with fat or a mixture of soap solution and oil. 
The sack-linen strips are Immersed in the gypsum solution, 
which doee not adhere to the spots covered with the above 
mixture, and may be easily freed from the gypsum solution 
by the fingers. The gypsum bandage may be made more 
datUc; 1st. By applying the trMiaverse stripa in figure 8 
turns in the neighborhood of joints, and at least two layers ; 
2d. In the bend of the joints, pasteboard or paper immersed 
in the gypsum solution must be placed between the linen 
lajrers. If the bandage is applied with interspaces between 
the splints, and If portions or the transverse strips are left 
fret from the solution, it becomes bo elastic as to allow the 
margins of the bandage, when cut open, to recede from 
each other so far as to permit comfortably taking the thick- 
eat out of the bandage limb and returning it ag^ain. The 
same bandage may be applied two or three times, if cut 
open and provided with new transverse stripe. Instead of 
the transverse strips, leather ielt» with buckles may also bo 
used, or dry rollers. The' elasticity depends upon the linen. 
The more elastic and finer the linen is, the more elastic ia 
also the bandage ; therefore, old linen answers better this 
purpose than the coarse aack-Iinen. 4. It depends upon 
the manner of conserving the bandages removM from the 
limb, and the formation olcata and straps for the transpor- 
tation of the wounded from fracturea. A bandage removed 
from the limb brcdcs into pieces and makes dusC, which 
may be obviated by various means. The cases (or capmlea) 
made by those meona, together with the leather and boxes 
for the extremities (of various sizes), not only well answer, 
the purpose of transporting the wounded aoldicT, but have 
also a ^^d aspect, arejlght, are not easily soiled, and attract 
no moisture. It is required : To apply the bandage with 
openings and longitudinal Interspaces If very light, Gn«^ 
and elastic bandages should be made, it is necessary to take, 
instead of the coarse linen for spilnt.'t, unpolished pasteboard, 
common paper, or firm, worn hospital Imen, and fine linen 
for the transverse slips. In order to make the walls of the 
bandage still thinner and easier, the limb may be placed in 
a stocking cut open, and over it a layer of Scultet's band- 
ies, only tht outtide ia then covered with gypsum solution 
to which glut was added. On the sides and the back Bplint& 
dipped into gypsum sohition (of pasteboard, paper, or linen) 
are applied. In front a longitudinal interspace is left (finger 
wide), and the splints are fastened at first only by thread,and 
Bubsequendy by transverse strips of flue linen, that alsobu 
uncovered portionscorrespondingto theinterepacea. When 
the bandage becomes entirely dry on the limb, itis catopen 
by scissors along the interspace between the splints, and all 
unpainted and oiled linen fiaps are removed on the mal^ns 
thus giuned. The iniide of the capsule is now lined with 
linen or oiled silk, and cushioned by filling the hollows with 
wadding, while the outade is painted over with oil or dex- 
trine solved in water. In order that the bandage be exter- 
nally waterproof and smooth, and have a good appearance, 
it may be painted over with common paint as used Ibc walls. 
Such a bandage (capsule) is yet more elastic than a starch 
bandage, and is ve^ light, a bandage for the leg weighing 
but two pounds. For complicated n'octurea, capsules with 
windows and wooden splints may be prepared in the same 
WBV. Such capsules, made (for the army and hospitals) of 
diCTerent eizea, are preferable to the starch bandage, being 
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firmei, not bq easilj used up, and not ruined by moisture. 
The capsules ma; be Qxed to the limb with rollers, leather 
straps and buckli.-s, or with tJanaverae strips. 

Id order to prepare a good c'ypsum Bolulion, it is neces- 
aarr to know, lat. That equal parts (in weight) of water 
Nid gypsum ibrm a mixture that thidmu tn Mrea nuntifn, 
and becomes hard in eight Linen dipped in such a mix- 
ture becomes firm after twelve minutes, although its sur- 
face remains moiat for seventeen hours longer. 2d, Two 
pouQila or water, with half a teaspoontiil of thickly-boiled 
glue, mixed, and also with two pounds of gypaura, give a 
mixture thickening in eight minutes, and hardening in 
twelve minutes. Sack linen dipped in thismizture becomes 
firm after half an hoiir, the sur&ce remaining moist for all 
the day. 3. Two pounds of water, with half a te«q>oonful 
of glue, and two and a quarter pounds of gypsum mixed, 
beoome thick after six minutes, and Srra after twelve; sack- 
tinen fourteen minuteii. The thickening of the gypsnm 
solution does not prevent the applicotioo of the bandage. 
If DO glue is adJed, the solution retains its opacity of 
eticLing for five or six minutes longer, and for twelve or 
seventeen, if glue was mixed with iL 

For the preparatioa of gypsum baodageeue required : 

WaUr. Oypmm. 
Tot mstam of tba A>mnn. . . . g g 

" ~ Ditk vt tha hnoMiiH, limit -a | 

" • clavlda UHl ribii, - 4— « 4— ( 

" thigh, ... 1 T 

" ■ a»ak at tha tbl(k, - - B 8 

If common gypsum solution b t^en for the bandage, it 
is better in fractures, the banding of which takes more 
than five minutes, to prepare first only the half of the 
necessary gypsum solution. But if glue be added, the 
whole quantity may be prepared at once. In order not to 
lose time in the application of the gypsum bandage in hos- 
pitals and on the battle-field, there must be kept in readi- 
ness for every kind of fracture a certain quantity of old 
linen in the form of stockings, sleeves, drawers, then trons- 
verse strips and splints of coarse linen —all these articles 
roast be read; in packages — as you see it here. The 
manipulalion, as you observe, is by such an arrangement 
facilitated, and much time gained, which on the battle-field 
is of the greatest consequence. 

Bandage* for JVorfurw of the Ihrearm. 



i. Sim frmuCBru »lri/i4 of ludc Umm. ihrv* In neb iBftr. 
nmnniUiii tba llmli odov ud mcain bftlfwajri, 

For Fractwet of the Hamerua, 
1. A nt omu ihlrt iloaft. 

S. THDlKl-ll.ltlllS. 

<<i;Th«iiUrii*l buktplln^ Ml Id the lower md hm 
(itSThi iDteruJ mini (iillnl, 131 laotia* ; dht lh« ilu) 
& TruuvurHitiipa, ill Id B>«h liier: 

yor Ihs fuiurm .... 

Fiw tha hanwnu ud •llwir, - - IS— 

For JVoelurM of lh» Neck of the 
1 A il«en ud u nppM pin of > ililri or of ■ Juket 
1 SpllDU«id*trlpii,H!nrnictDr*itI Iht nppar imi. 
< ThTH Uunsn* Mrlfa. ' ■ 

For FTai:tUTet of the ThigK 

I. A mtHinf B HlOfiklOK 

S. Twg>|.fliits<.f SDCk-llnvn. 

Ab..vp, Drtr the Irj. 
4, OMurUiraa tnuvane ttiiii* Air tha loot, 



Jbr Fraettret of the PateBa. 
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ForthBUilgh, 
i. Thick wTra br bl 



bM(BlB( tha !«(. 



For Fracluree of the Thigh and itt ffeck. 

Lang. WIda, 



S. SlilMoor fl(htc*D tt«navane>tr1iii,eltbtor aJnaln 

BBlo»-For lh» fooHolDl, 

ForttaakDae, . . , . 

TbIA u>d Inenliul rtglon. < 

& Two Mrlps rtir ttia elfbl Urtu on Uia twt-lolnt, 
9. Roller Ixr Ihc palvit, .... 

A. Two or throE lUlpi tot tho ptlvti (aploa), 
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THE SAERACENIA PURPUREA, A REMEDY FOR 

SMALL- POX. 

[To tha Editor of tha AinuoAji Himau, Tnm.] 

Sm: — You have by this time, in all probability, heard 
something ut an extraordinary dixcovery for the cure of 
small-pox, by the use of " Sarrncenia Purpurea " or Indian 
Cup, a native plant of Nova Scotia. I would beg of you, 
however, to give full publicity to the astonishing fiwit, that 
this same bumble bog-plant of Nova Scotia is the remedy 
for small-pox, in all its forms, in twelve hours after the 
patient has taken the medicine. It is ^so as ourious as it 
IS wonderful that, however alarming and numerous the 
eruptions, or confluent and frightful they may be, the pecu- 
liar action of the medicine is such that very seldom is a 
pcar lefl to tell the story of the disease. 

I will not enter upon a physiological analysis now; It 
will be sufficient for my present purpose t« state, that it 
oure* the disease as no other medicine does — not by stimu- , 
lating functional re-agency, but by actual contact with the 
virus in the blood, rendering it inert and hannless, and this 
I gather from the &ct that if either vaccine or variolous 
matter be washed with the infusion of the Sarracenia, they 
are deprived of their contagious properties. The medicine, ' 
at the same time, is so mild to tiie taste that it may be 
mixed largely with tea or coffee, as I have done, and gireo 
to connoisseurs in tliese beverages to diink, without their 
being aware of (he admixture. 

Strange, however, to say, it is scarcely two years since 
.•cience and the medical world were utterly ignorant of ibis 
great l)oon of Providence; and it would be dishonorable in 
me not to acknowledge tliat had it not been for the discre- 
tion of Ur. John Thomas Lane, of Lanespark, County 
Xipperary, Ireland, late of Her Majesty's Imperial Customs 
of Nova Scotia, to whom the MecMac Indians had given 
the plant, the world would not now be in possession of the 
secreL No medical man before me bad ever put this medi- 
cine upon trial, but in 1861, when the whole Province of 
Nova Scotia was in astateof panic, and patients were dying 
in the hospitals at -the rate of twelve and a half per cent., 
from May to August, Mr. Lane, in the month of May, 
placed the "Sarracenia" in my hands to decide upon its 
merits ; and after my trials then and since, I have been con- 
vinced of its Bslunishing efficacy. 

Tlie Indian Cup is found in swamps and moss bogs. Its 
capacious globular receptacles are generally filled with cool, 
bland water. The Cups are lined with bristles, pointing 
downwards, that entangle the flies that come to drink, so 
that few escape drowning. It is a very curious and re- 
markable family of plants, exclusively North Americ«q, 
and not to be met with west of the AUeghanies. The 
leaves take the form of a long bulbous tube or funnel, like 
the bowl of a tobaccO'pipe, tenninating with a liood-sh^Kd 
appendage not unlike an Indian S(|uaw^ cap. The flowers, 
with their hard mvolul«d crenMo calyx, and fine Besule 
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segmentn, like the yeltow 4ater-lily, deep c 



grounds. The "S&n-acenia Purpurea" is themoel' 
tfMciee, and tike &I1 the beautiful things of ProTidence, 
widely diffused from Hudson's Bay to the Carolina 
Kortbem Sui£. Tha root conaistB of numerous short 
radicle?, fibrous and stringy, which, when powdered, have 



a very faint and agi-eeable aroma, with a taste very 
the willow alkaloid, or saticin. The dose o( the medi< 



like 



—the powdered root — is about a dessert-spoonful, eimmered 
in a pint of water down to half a pint ; this is divided into 
two doses, one taken immediately, the other in six hours ; 
no sugar should be given with it. The only functional 
influence it Boems to have, is in promoting the fiow of urine, 
which soon becomes limpid and abundant, and this is 
OwinK perhaps to the defecated poison or changed virus of 
the disease eicluaively escaping through that channel. The 
" Sarracenia," I take reason to helieve a powerful antidote 
for all contagious diseases, lepra, measles, varicella, plague, 
conta^ouB typhus, and even svphilis, also, a remedy in 
jaundice. I am strongly inclinea to think it will one day 
play ui important part jo tii\ these. 

Fueukbick W. Mobris, M.B., 
Rfddtnt PhytiiAin of the Halifax VisiUng Dimmtary. 
81 AigyU St, IfovA BooTiA, M>r «, ISt). 



THE SUSPENSION OF DR. HEWITT. 

{To (lie Edllor of Iha Ajuiioai Uidical Tun,] 

Sra; — The following letter was received by Dr. Bennett of 
Bridgeport, Conn., in whichcicyDr.Hewitl'sfairiiiy resides, 
and aa it is from an independent and disinterested witness, 
I beg the favor of its publication in j[our journal, especially 
as there is some absurd talk of hushing up ^e matter at 
issue. There is noQiing that Dr. Hewitt or his friends 
desire more than that he be " Court UartiaJed." The ex- 
ezamination will be demanded by him. 

Yours, elc, W. S. Bowkn. 
Haw Tau, Uij 10, ISO. 

[coPT.] 

biNcmxxTi, tSmj IE, IMS. 

Ut Dear Sin: — I have just returned from Pittsburgh and 
there learned certain facia in reference to a Connecticut 
army surgeon which I desire to communicate to you, as 

Siu both reside in, or hail from, Bridgeport— I refer to Dr. 
ewitt. You may have heaid ibalbe has been suspended, 
and from all that I can learn — and my opportunities have 
been moat favorable for learning ihe facts in his case — he is 
most unjustly suffering. J'rom Gen. Halleck down, with 
the exception of an Indiana brigade surgeon who attacked 
him, the testimony is strong ip his bchau. He is beloved 
by all No one can call in question bis braverv alter his 
exhausting labors at Donelson and at Sbitok His eouiagc 
is in everyone's mouth, and bis untiring energy comroandefi 
tbe admiration of all who witnessed his efforts in behalf of 
the wounded, I saw him at Donelson and at Pittsburgh. 
The Medical Directors and Brigade Surgeons were delighted 
with tbe man. The deepest sympathy is felt for him by all 
who know him, and no one doubts that be will come out 
untarnished. Indeed, it is the opinion of those most com- 
pfelent to judge, that iiis trial will be indefinitely postponed 
and the whole matter hushed up. 

I I baye met tbe doctor a number of times, and feel that 
attachment to him which impels me to defend him against 
his enemies. 

The Brigade Surgeons and Medical Directors are to unite 
in a petition to the Secretary of War and Surgeon-General, 
that his suspension be removed. 
Truly youru, 
[Signed] Geo. Blackuah. 



Tot Ohio State Medical Socibty will hold its next an- 
nual meeljng at White Sulphur Springs, on the third Tues- 
day of June next. 
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InTAitncniE IN London. — Infancy in London has to creep 
into life in the midst of foes. We hear often of the im- 
poTerished or poisoned air of close alleys and rooms unfit 
for habitation ; and now the coroners have just told ua id 
their official returns that sixty-seven infants under twoyearv 
of age were murdered last year in the metropolis. One 
hundred and 6fly more were *' found dead," a large propor- 
tion of them left exposed in the streets; how many of these 
were "persuaded not tohve'' must remain a secret till the 
disclosure of all secrets. Of above fifty others we \e*ra 
that thcT either lost their lives through the misconduct of 
those who should have tended them, or that Iheir deaths 
are attributable, wholly or in part, to neglect, want, cold, or 
exposure ; tbe mother of one was only 13i years old. Mar* 
than 250 infants were suffocated, very generally in bed ; 
and in upwards of half these cases there was no evidence 
how the suffocation was caused, or the juries did not slAte 
in their verdict that it was accident^. 1104 deaths of 
infants in London in 1861, under two years old, were SDCh 
as to demand a coroner's inquest upon them. The age ia 
the same as In the Diasfiacre which Christendom annuaUy 
remembers,' but tbe sise of this great metropolis causes it 
to out-Herod Herod. — BrituK Mtdieid /ournoX 

DisKASKD Cattlb, — In a report just issued by the Eegis- 
trar-General of Scotland, he calls ue attention of the puUic 
to the fact that ever since pleuropneumonia broke out 
among the cattle of this country a few years since, Iha 
of mortaUty have shown that carbuncle, a disease 



who die from pleuropneumonia is eaten, it causes carbuncle 
in the persons who eat it; and that neither boiling nor 
roasting the flesh, nor cooking it in any way, gets nd of 
the poison. It is true that if such cattle are ever sold for 
food, lliey are killed before they fall victims 'to the dtseaae 
naturally, but still tbe poison is in them. The report sug- 
gests as a subject for inquiry whether the new form of du- 
ease which we term diphtheria may not be partially induced 
by the use of disessed flesh. — Bnkth Medual JoumaL 

ErrEOTB or Henbane. — Dr. Donovan makes some rather 
startling remarks on the inefficiency of henbane as usually 
prescribed : his experiments were made on himself and 
others. He began with J j. doses of the tincture, and got 
up to Iv, and I vj., and even swallowed an ounce at a 
dose without observing any remarkable effect: he also 
tried J j. doses, at intervals of two or three hours, on per- 
sons variously affected, but could not discover any con- 
sequences. He prepared the tincture himself, both with 
tbe wild and the cultivated plant: in all cases tbe results 
were the same. — London Med. Revitw, 

New Armt Hospital ih PmLAOELPBiA. — A new army 
hospital is in process of erection in Philadelphia. It Is 
situated between Mill Creek, near tbe Baltimore turnpike 
road, and Spruce St, and is to cunust of twenty-one one-Biory 
buildings, arranged in the form of a parallelogram, in the 
centre of which wilt be a building for tbe surgeons. Each 
ward will contain 50 beds. 

Wounds of Lower EirREMiriES in Baitli.— It is slated 
that at the battle of Pittsburgh Landing the majority of 
tbe wounds in the Federal troops were situated in the 
lower extremities. This is supposed to be due to the 
repeated order of Gen. Beauregard to fire low, and cripple 
instead of kill, as it required two well men to care for each 
wounded one. 

Brioadb-Suboeonb. — Dr. J. J. Hayes, late of the Arctic 
expedition, Z. T. Heard of Ihe 16t]) Mass. Begt., and Dr. 
Bajcter, of the 12th Uaes., have been promoted to the 
rank of Brigade-Surgeon. 



■yCOO'^lt 



SPECIAL NOTICES. 



Abstract of On OtEcfal KepofL 

Prom the lltli dv of Oiy ta tha iSUi di; of Mm;, ISet. 

I>taat.—lttn,BI: womcn.ei; boTs.llS: rlrlg. B(- Utd, M». Adnltx 

1«T; cUldnn. SIR; lAlfli, 1W ; CCnialpi. 110; Mlond, E. InAntg nndrr 

twojeanof i^ IS]. Cbtldrcn reporlHlnf niUvepirFnu. 13: ror«lKD.1M. 

AumnE [Be auiesuf death KB oullw;— ipoploiy, » ; fnfuitila eonTn]- 

•lon>,M; cnuf. ID: dlijhtlitir1&.e: tcirirt fever, 18; tvphns and tijihold 

bnweli.1S; oriiii;^i.S4: bmIIl:bltl^B;'n>Q^c■llo^uf btaln.S: oflDn^S; 
eryilpelm^ S; whoopiDg cou)rh. 3; miAsl«L 2. fifS deatha uocMirred from 

efwhom T4aaie fhJDi IreUndj 4dledlD tbs linmlunuil Iostltuyon,wuJ 11 
In tliaCltrCliuiticti of vhom II «ers In the BellofDS UuaplUL 
Abotrmol of thfl AtTDoflpberful IfHord of thfl Eootfim IMnneiiBary, kept Id 



Bui-.BM.-llth.FlB8d.7; wind r»>h a.ii., w«lber luny f.m. IMi, 
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Niir Ton llosriTii, Dr. Hilated. hilf-put 1 r.M. 
B.L«vrB Ho.prT.L. bp. Thona., bilf-put 1 p.lL 

Oimmio BicTiun, 8 r.n. 


i-r* 


BiLLEvm HOBPiTjki, Dr. Lwinlt. buir-put 1 pjl 
Ntw YOUI Ho•l■,r.^ Dr. Muko., b.lf.pul 1 p,.. 


"SSIS" 


Hiw To«M HoiriTii., Dr. OriKom, half-put 1 p.m. 
BcLLiivDi Ua«m*i, Dr. SBTre. IL HoL. bilf-put 1 r.v. 

ET( iHnUIlBT, llll. 

Sew Tons AciDUt or Uuncnt*, 8 rit 
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Nlw Ynui Hoepitit, Dr. Hiltted. bilf-iiut 1 p.m. 
BiLLiTci UcAPiTiL, Dr. Buker, bilf-pui 1 p.m. 


E». 


bi'i.i>""Hu<FiTiL; Dr. VcCnady. half-put t r.M. 
Nbw You IIoaPITl^ Dr. Mirkoo, bBlf-put 1 p.m. 


XSf 


Niw YoK Ho.PlIA^ Dr. GrlBMin. biJf-i«t 1 P.M. 
B.LLRVll HMPIIil. Dr. Wood'. Cllnl^ ] P.M. 
OpuTiuuiio UoariTAL, Dn. Btapbeiuoa ud Guiiih, 1 r.M 



SPECIAL NOTICES. 
Tha Annual Meeting of the Conhbcticut Mkmcii, Socieit 
wiUbthddai (A« JVonMin S<iU in (Ac Cilg of Bridgeport, 
Wedneidag, Mas 28iA, at 11 A.M. J 

Sbctios or ScHQiHT AND SuHOicAL Patbolooy. — 77ie 
stated Monthly Meeting of the Section of Surgery avd Sut- 
gictd Pathology, uiiS be held at the hmae of the Chairman, 
Dft. Jamm R. Wood, No. 2 Irving Phee, on Friday Eeen- 
ing, the 23d init, at 8 o'dork PM. Subject for diacuieion, 
" IVaehfoiomy in Cynandte TrachenUt." 



Wm. H. Davol, M.D., late Physician 
lo L. [. Collsgs Hoapltil, Bnwkliii, ratnoved to St. nuL MIdd. 
Bi/tremein—C. L. UJCcheU M.D.. T. L Muon, H.D.. Pnt £, V. Chip- 
numM.D.. of Broofcljn; Pro/. Atntln Flint, Itti., Prot B, F. BirfcBr 



TO Physicians.— For Sale: a large 
county ind rlllue prKtlee wjlh ■ hslf latcrcBt Id ■ dmi booH. Id 



HnkakOM-OiniiBii."! Omot, 

WAimsoTOH. Mij IMBtS. 

An Army Medical Board will assem- 
ble In Wu^lDct<iD, D. C. CD the let of Jnntoeit. for tbn ixunlnc 
lloTi of appllaula for ulmlalon loto tbr Mrdlul Curpt at Oit Ann^. In 

evr^ra] knovlEdge, g^wd KcadeDiko ediicDtl»n, aod souDd phygloii] oondl- 
Uun, the dp^iUuDtB miistbeftunlllu' with tbr prlDclpleiofby^eDfl iDd.tba 
condltlonnnecuMry to tbfl bviltb of the troopi In bofipltale, cuapi, and 

ApplloBilonamDat be bddreased U 
BDr^oi^-Ornenl ; niust >t«te the rei 

monl and pfajalril qDaliaritlnDa requlalte for fllllng cndllibl; the reipon- 

smlnitlona, u lh»y in iDdtiuanHbie prereqalnltaa to app^Dtmeni; hut 
ttioae who are approved and receive uppolouoente will be eoiltled to 

'Tta^^''Dow.°u/'Zn''*m''^^'l!^Yer>] Yoaodei Id the Uodiod 



Eecrelaiy of War, Ihroorh the 
« i>f Ibd opplletDl, aod [D« data 



Notice of Hemovat 

Dr. Hanbuby Smith 



LABORATORY AND SALESROOM TO 
808 BBOASWAT, Oppodte Eleronth Street. 



Db. N(eggerath 



125 WAVERLEY PLACE. 



Dr. Jdlius HoMBifRaEB, 
6))enaUlg : SDiseases of llje Use. 

9>edto 

24 Weat 12th Street. 



John W. Shedden, Apothecary, 
Kt» Bowery, cor. 4lh St. 



in Fluflkbart A Co., Edinburgh. 



P. W. Bedford, 

745 Sixth Avenue, near Forty-fourth Street, 
OppneliaBlilb Avenoe BKllroul Depot 



NE"W BOOKS. 

Bmt FrM br Hall on Beeelpt of Price. 

A ppia (P. L.) The Ambulance Sur- 

J^ iron, or Praotlul ObHrvatlona on Qnnihoc Wounda. Itmo. Edln- 



Beol Fme by MUl on Receipt of Prlc*. 

(Clinical Essays, by B. W. Hichardson, 

\^ U.D. 8m Londun, 18(K. tioa 



H) Broadway. KT. 
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Free by Mull on Keoelpt of Price. 

.melin(L.) Hand-Book of Chemistry. 

"-■ ■ " ■ ■ — ■— • Bio. LoD*>n,l»»1. |8" 

in,44ailruitdway,N. T. 



VoL I. 9d &IIUon, rtrllrd. Bto. LondDn, 1M1. KKL 
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Upilepsy : its Symptoms, Treatment, 

Xj uid^&lulDii to clber Chronic ikinvulilve DIaeuea, by J. B. Rey- 
way, N. T. 
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E. & S. FOUGERA, PHARMACEUTISTS, 
Ho. 30 N. William st., H. York, and Ha 169 AtUntic st, Brooklyn, 

GENERAL AGENTS FOB TUE FOLLOWING PEEPASATIONS: 

Aesm- T METCALP A CO^Bosioi., M*b8.; H. P. WAKELEE, Saw FaiKoiioo, Caufomra; S. I. 
MASSOT, St. Lonw, Mo.; . . Balthiore, MA«TLun>, no. m. 

T* he bad all* trMn Um lint cIbm Drmg Storcfc 



li boorm. It U wKt. biiulr. ttaeomifl. ud of ■ jrreia gwiTaiiltike* tm 
rlfiiU. Oaunll^ntaain tli*elTtlpnKtlMlltt*U»(DlrouiaiplO]P*d 



RA.QDIN'S CAPSULES, 



GENEVOIX PORE OIL OF HOHSE CHBSNUTS. 

7U* Ann-OoiiT pnptnUin to uoiw Ui* ouHnu t«4i») uipllek- 
tlou powHMd I7 tfanpHtta, Ikt bMt wtimnl noudr IvOoirt, Kaio- 
HATIU, asd Sm>4i«iA. 

N.a A (1 9trr imp«rtmtt. In mplflM thto oil, to nb futlr OD tko 
taOuMd pHt, Ml Mi *[<» ft eeawMi^ntimUtii ««* A< «<{ 

B. OUNEVOlf, Fb»a, 1« Kilo Jw Utma AA. Pwte. 



BLANOAEDS PILLS OF IODIDE OP lEON. 



■ruvtoT tbooork, *«- JH. 
SUNCACD, PhuL. Ma. 



I Ru BoDiqiorto, Putai 



BONJEAN'S EEG0TINE4 DRAQfiES OF ERQOTINB. 

Banftixf* SratMiu, or pnlBod Emut of Enot, !■ Uu utnetiro prlB- 
^ptoafBoedtConatain, utana lia polHHU hImuu*. 1b DDBHlHaBB^ 
BBiiltan'i ErgtUiu maj b* (Ivan Is dtata praportlunau lo ttaa din|ar of 



a Jnar bo flvan li daaaa proportlunata lo tha dmgar of 
irrlikbrlboUlbartbapaUaBi. Tbad-iaaor AnAna* 

nn to 11 (nlaa, ddlj. 0» dnigM (ibraa cnlai) nu; 

•TOir two or Uuaa boon, la ton* paia aaaea ofDlarina 

.BKLOUTE, Fbaa.. Vo. I> Bao Bonbon, TniaDnro, Full. 



QOEVENNE'S IBON AND DEAGEES OP IRON 

BY BTDBOOEH. 

Phfilataiu Aeaimu to bara a fUtbfBl artlda. irlll pniorfbo Onnttu 
AwHMt^t AvH, oblcb laBlirar*iuilA«BaiiiljaIlabl*,ui4 4u1t«d]ir«al 
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DENnTION AND ITS DERANGEMENTS. 



Bt a. JACOBI, W.D., 

Lectcre VIIL-Part III. 

Urinary and Serval Organs; Catarrh of Bladdrr ; In- 
fontinenfe of Urine; Jachuria ; Balano-posUiitu ; Ca- 
tarrh of tkt Vagina. 
The urinary and sexirnl orpans have niso been said to suOer 
from the connequenc-ea of dt-ntitiun. There are particularly 
three affwitions connected with pathological conditions of 
the bladder, which, in our Itxt-books, are frequently attri- 
buted to this physiological process, vis. c»l*rrh of the blad- 
der, incontinence of urine, and igchuria. 

Catarrh of the bladder is by no means so rare a disease 
in early age, as many of our authors maintain. Traumatic 
injuiie^ the presence of calculi, abuse of canlharides, and 
prucediiifT diseases, such as typhoid fever, cholera, and 
variola, are admitted tij rank amongst its causes. All tboee 
ca'Ws, however, which do not come under Jhese heads, 
have very frequently been attributed to dentition, as the 
alu-ays ready scapegoat of a deficient diagnosis. Now, 
Civiale, one of the best authorities on the diseases of the 
urinary organs, has directed the attention oftlie nrofe^ion 
to the fact, tliat (he muscular layers of the infanlile bladder 
are less active than in advanced age; that the inert con- 
dition of the organ will, therefore, give frequent rise to 
Intention of urine, and tliat carbonate of ammonia will, 
consequciuly, be tbimed in Ihe bladder, giving rise to irri- 
tation and injection of the mucoiis membrane and its 
syniptoms, viz. pain in the regioti of the bbdder, through 
perineutn and urethra, and the frequent nnd scanty emis- 
sion of a dark-colored, or mucous, or bloody urine; symp- 
toms which are somcliraes even complicaU-d witli dilata- 
tion of the bladder, fever, symptoms of typhoid fever or 
peritonitis, emaciation, sopor, vomiting, and collapse. 

The cas<'S explained by the physiolopical condition of 
many an infantile bladder, ns shown by Civiale, aic by no 
means rare or simple. They are usually not attended 
with the same danger as tliose depending on traumatic in- 
juries or the presence of irregularly shaped ca'culi ; but 
they generally la^t longer than such as arc produced by 
cantharides, and frequently prove at least as obstinate as 
those occurring in the convalescence from typhoid fever, 
cholera, or vanola. Nor is the treatment always success- 
ful in a short time, or permanent, for the condition ot the 
muscular layers cannot so readily be changed aa the 
momentary anatomical lesion depending ujioti iL In the 
majority of cases, however, the ad mi nisi ration of alkalies, 
particularly bicarbonate of soda, or In very chronic coses 
gallic or tannic acid, uvn ursi, or buchu, will suffice (o 
rcsUire l>oth tlie normal condition of the mucous mem- 
brane, and the normoi emission of the urine. 

By Incontinence of urine I do not mean complete para- 
lysis of the bladder involving both tlie expelling muscular 
layers and Uie sphincter. This latter affection results from 
a central cause, giving rise to constant dribbling of urine, 
both day and night. Now, by this symptom, it will bo 
easily diagnosticated from the affection m quration, which, 
indi'ed, compels children to urinate frequently during the 
day. but is best recognised by their welting their beds 
while asleep. It is more frequently observed in moles 
than females, soinetitnes up to the tenth or twelfth year, 
I know, indeed, cases that have lasted up to adult age. 
Am. Mrd. Timks, Vou IV., No. 22. 



Such cases prove, without furfher remarks, that they need 
not be, and generally are not, the results of bad habits; 
not to speak of the fact that many such cases of incon- 
tinence of urine, or enuresis, occur In children affected with 
manifest symptoms of scrofula, or rachitis, without the 
presence of any change of the chemical compoation of the 
secretion. As a general rule the cause of an individual 
case — and the etiology of l^e disease wbicb interests ua 
most here in the attempt of rightly estimating the assumed 
influence of dentition — must be sought for in one of the 
following circumstances : either sleep is too sound, and 
here lies the explanation of the fact that very often 
children will wet their beds in the first part of ihe night; 
or the perceptive power of the bladder is loo little ; or ita 
sensibility is too great in proportion to the soundness of 
the sleep, the sensitive nerves influencing the motory 
ones by reflex action. The loiter cause appears to be 
very frequent; if nothing else were going to prove this 
assertion, it would be upheld by the speedy success ob- 
tained in the vast majority ot cafes, by the internal 
administraCioo of belladonna. A quarter or a third of a 
grain of the alcoholic extract of belladonna, given at bed- 
time, or two or three times a day, ivill cure almost 
every case of inconlincnco of urine (and, as I have found, 
of fteces), without aflecting the pupils which In the adult 
are the first organs influenced by this medicament, but 
are rarely so in children. It may be necessary to give 
the remedy for a week or two, in sufficient doses, but I 
have seen a number of cases of long duration which were 
speedily relieved and permanently cured by a few doses. 
Other cases, according to their etiology, would require 
the use of nux vomica, or the constitutional treatment 
appropriate to scrofula, rachili^ or anemia. 

Ischuria, or retention of urine, is not unfrequently seen 
in Infanlile age, although dangerous cases are rare. The 
patients are generally such as suffer also from flatulence 
and colics ; the symptoma attending ischuria, and those 
observed In flatulence, as pain, screaming, violent adduc- ■ 
tion of the thigh to tiie aMomen, being very similar to 
each other. Percussion of the vesical region, however, 
will frequently yield a correct diagnosis. The causes are 
very various, from malformations of the urinary organs, 
or permanent fecial condition of the kidneys, down to 
the presence of vesical calculi ; spasm of the bladder, and 
dian^iDca; or reflex action depending on constipation, 
meningitis, the presence of worms in the intestinal canal, 
and ibeysay dentition. 

Catarrhal affections of the sexual organs have also been 
attributed to dentition — balano-postliiiis, the hypenmia, 
erosions, and llio over-secretion of the surlacc of Uie glans 
penis, which usually Is ihe result of uncleanliness only. 
The fattj secretion of the inner surface of the prepuce 
requires, efpecially where it is narrow, covering the whole 
of the glans, constant attention, its fn-qucnt i-emoval being 
the only preventive against decompositloti and its local 
consequences. Mastuibalion, either a bad habit conlrnc led 
by the manipulations of injudli^iouB nurses, or in conse- 
quence of worms irritating the mucous membrane of the 
intestinal canal, are often among its proximate causes. 

Catarrh of the vagina, rarely complicated with catarrh 
of the urethra, is even of more fiequent occurrence than 
balano-postliitis; the complication alluded to being some- 
times the effect of gonorrheal infection. The supersti- 
tion of gonorrlicea being removed by the contact with 
an intact hymen has not yet entirely died out Want of 
cleanliness, the presence of foreign bodies, peas or beans, 
or oxyuridea vermiculares em i grating from the rectum into 
the vagina, moist dwellings, liability to catarrhal affections 
in general, aiucmia, and scrofulonBor tubercular disposition, 
are very frequently recognised aa the direct causes of the 
affection; so regularly, indeed, is there a distinct cause to 
be found that, up to llils time, I have not been compelled to 
resort to deuiilion as the mysterious source of this evil. 
Nor Is tliere ary reason for the belief that there is a con- 
nexion between it and the above-mentioned affections. 
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SURGICAL SEBVICB 
OF THE NaVy in TIMES OF WAR. 



DR. JULES ROCHARD, 

( Conlfit ludfliHH paf4 SXt.) 



Tberb reroaiiis b last part of surgery to be mentioned. 
namely, Amputations, wliich occur as frequentlj on board 

Tliey can be subdivided into three classes; — 

1st. Aller a complete, or nearly so, carryin;; away of a 
limb by B lai^ slioL 

2d. In complicated fractures caused by pieces of sbells, 
or splinters ol wood or iron. 

3<i. In gunshot wounds, accompanied by fractures and 
ruptures of the arteries, caused by musket or rifle balls. 

In llie first case no litsil^tion can be allowed. Amputa- 
tion should be perlbnned immediately ; tliat is, as soon as 
the siupur has been di^isipated, or in any caae within twen- 
ty-four hours of the accident. , 

It is not 80 easy to determine in relation to complicated 
fructuri.-B and gunsliut wounds. The difference between 
these two descriptions of wounds is impiTlanL The ap- 

Cent gravity of the first contrasts with the apparent 
mlessness of tlie second, fractures pioduced by the 
blow of a Urge body are like tJioee wbich are ordinarily 
Been in hospitals. They are acoompianied by much swell- 
Itng, a rapid loss of blood, and considerable axhymosu. 
The wounds having a large surface give them the appear- 
ance o( being more dangerous than they really are. In 
gunshot wounds, on the contrary, the results are hidden; 
the broken bunea and severed articulations are not seen ; 
there is no remarkable change in (he appearance of the 
limb. Two small openings, slight bleeding, and but little 

Cin, do not Hceih to endanger the lile of the patient, and 
rdly to call for the necessity of amputation. It reqiiirea 
(he whole weight of the conviction given to us by experi- 
ence to force ua to att*:nd to the latter cases in preiereuce 
to the others. 

As a general rule, complicated iVactures seldom call for 
the sacrifice of the limb. Id marine arsenals, where the 
larger part of the work requires the employment of many 
men when enormous masses are being conlinually moved 
these accidents fonn the larger part of the hospital duties. 
Experience has taugbt us to lely upon the strength of 
nature and the efhcacy of continued irrigaiioD. To neces- 
sitAta ampulation, the destruction of the skin, tlie abration 
of ihe muscles, the crushing of the bones must be extreme, 
and ihey must be accompanied by the wounding of the 
principal blood-vessels. Such wounds will, without doubt, 
take a long time to cure. For instance, in fractures of 
the leg it will ol\en be six montha and even more before 
the patient can walk ; and even then when he leaves the 
hospitul, in looking at the deformed limb, which swells 
and changes color after being for a few hours in a vertical 
position, we ask ourselves if we have done a real service to 
the patient, and whether it would not have been preferable 
to have saved him so much suffering, and have amputated 
at once. Moutha, and oAen years, are necei^sary to judge 
of the results. We can then see unhoped-fur transforma- 
tion. The bony soldering bas diminished in size, the 
muscles have regained tlieir shape and strength ; Ihe articu- 
lations, stiffened by a long disease, have recovered by exer- 
cise Uieir movements. The hmb cannot be recognised, the 
patient has forgotten his suffering, and tlie surgeon con- 

Ktulates himself on his forbearance. To sum up, when 
wounded can be properly attended to, abstinence 
should be the rule, and amputation the exception in cases of 
complioated fractures. 



The same rule does not hold good in gunshot wounds- 
When a ball strikes a long bone it spUls as welt as breaks 
it. A large number of pointed splinters enter the flesh 
and produce intermitinble abscesses and suppuration. Oftea 
the unecen cracks extend to the neighboring articulations, 
full access is given to the air, and often piects of clothing 
and the boil remain in the wound. These disorders are 
always more extensive than an external examination would 
lead us to suppose. Surgeons appearing for the first 
time in tlie field are often led into a lata! sense of security. 
Those who have had much experience insist on the serious- 
ness of tliesc wounds, and of the necessity of immediate 
amputation in most cases. Such was the practice of the 



leading s 



1 the ' 



)' of the Consulate and th« 



Empire. ^^ hen a long peace had made us forget the pre- 
cenis of experience, thehoKpital surgeons denounced tlnsaa 
tefnitrmU lurgtry. The contrary doctrines took root little 
by little in the schools, and when war was recommenced. 
Burgeons went into the field with the conservative ideas 
which they had adopted in ihcir studies. But facta sood 
modified tlieir views, and we see them nowadays bow be- 
fore the necessity of active measures, and come back in 
great part to tlie practice of their predecessors. The trac- 
tion is not complete, and amputations are performed less 
olten than they were. Conservative surgery has taken a 
large part in the wars of the Eust and of Italy, and the 
diatinguislied surgeons who followed our armies only pro- 
test against its exaggerations. 

The wounds of tlie upper limbs rarely call for amputa- 
tion ; it can be dispensed with in cases which seem to 



ends of bones or fractured joints. Il is needless to n 

tion the use to which a limb can be put even if shortened 
and deformed. A mutilated hand, consisting only of the I 

thumb and little finger, can be of more service than the | 

most ingeniously contrived artificial hand. This rule does 
not hold with respect to the lower limbs. The bones be- 
ing larger, the muscfes stronger, and the elements ofvilalily 
less, wounds to tliem are more serious, and their form, 
length, and solidity must be retained, so that they may I 

peri'orm their funciiona. It is on this point that deGnil« ' 

rules should be recognised, and on no other point iB there 

Larrey, Rebea, and Baudens, inwst that all fractures of the 
thigh should be amputated. Sedillol, Scrive, Guyon, and 
Legonest, are opposed to immediate amputation. U. Le- 
gonest cites twenty-four cases of the upper third of the 
thigh cured without amputation; M. Rouz cites twenty- 
one from the army of Italy under his care at the Hospital 
of Saint Mandrier. It is pretty well decided that Ihe 
wuundt>d can survive these accidents, but are nearly sure 
to succumb to the operation. 

However, these ere the opinions of military surgeons only. 
They cannot be considered as hnal with (he naviS surgeons, 
as the circumstances are diQerent. With the first the number 
of the wounded often surpasses all the means of properly 
attending to them, at their disposal; whereB.s tire naval 
Burgeon is always abundantly supplied with all requisites, j 

The army surgeon is often called on to perform operations j 

which could be avoided under more favorable circura- | 

stances, such ns are to be met with on board ship. We 
arc therelbre enabled to pr»':tise conservative surgery 
more than our confreres are, and are allowed to infringe on 
some of their principles. 

In the foregoing we have supposed that the vessel was j 

in good condition after the fight, and that the weather 
was favorable. If it were stormy, and the necessity I 

of closing the portholes prevented the ventilation of a 
deck crowded with wounded, dampness, want of light, i 

and the vitiation of the air would soon develop the most ' 

grievous complications, and compromise the euceess of 
the best of irealmenL This is what happened in the 
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dampncRs and cold. Want of space is the principal diffi- 
culty which D&val hygiene has to overcome, and though 
great when caused by sickness the danger is much aug- 
mented when the patients are wounded. To the ordi- 
nary effect or tlie Tittation of the ur, are added the 
emanations which arise from abundant supourations from 
large wounds, often tainted with gangreiAT On shore, 
notwithstanding all the resources of ventilation, the 
wards of the hospitals are not entirely free from dan(;er 
of purulent infection, and cases are even occasionally 
seen of poiirrttare d'hSpHal Thfn, terrible dangers are 
more likely to happen on board ship, to which may 
also be added ship fever. They are liable to break out at 
any moment During the short passage from the Crimea to 
Conslantinonle several of the ships were affected, and cases 
can be found by looking further back, in which tJiey were 
developed in a still shorter space of time. The fearof these 
scourges should always be before the surgeon's eyes, and 
everything should be done to prevent Ihem. 

When the weather precludfS the possibility of opening 
the porl-boica, wind-sails should be rigged at all the hatches 
that can be ured for this purpose, braziers should be lighted 
at tbe end of the room, and pans filled willi chloride of 
lime, slightly wet, should be placed under the beds of these 
patients whose wounds are most offensive. The utmost 
importance most be attached to a rigorous cleanliness, 
which muet be done without having recourse to much 
washing. Cloths should be spread on the deck during the 
dressings and during meal!i. Lint, which has been used, 
amall pieces of rags, etc., should be immediately thrown 
overboard ; band^ies should be placed in salt water and 
carried away, to be washed afterwards in fresh wnler. The 
pails used for irrigation should be often emptied and clean- 
ed ; and if the wounded are on board for any length of 
time, the partitiona and ceilings should be whitewashed 
occasionally. 

Whatever may be done, the re-union of a large number 
of wounded cannot but be attended with danger. They 
must be removed as soon as possible. When the urgent 
operations have Jjeen performed, tlie end of the hospital 
which has been reserved for this purpose can be placed at 
the disposal of tbe worst cases. Those who can leave their 
beds should not be allowed in the lower battery during 
the day-time; they should be on deck if the weather is 
fine, or in the upper battery where their presence would 
not interfere with the crew. If necessary, those who can- 
not yet walk, should be carried there. Exposure to the 
air, the vivifying effect of tlie sun, and tbe sight of their 
comrades, will produce the happiest effect on their moral 
and physical slate, and their OMence from the hospital be 
a great advantage to those Icfl there. 

The diet of (be wounded should be the object of special 
attention. The resources are [«ther limiieo, but, except 
after a long cruise, the provisions will not have had time to 

rii, and a full stock of refreshments will be on hand. As 
conditions of the wounded after a Bght are peculiarly 
debilitating, a substantial and reparative refpmen is the 
best means of preventing the diseases to which they are 
liable. In France the wounded are not sufficiently kept 
up. The English do not follow this course, and are the 
better for it The surgeon must bear in mind that his pa. 
tienls are robust men, accustomed to substantial rations, 
and that when wounded they should be well fed, and should 
be allowed to eat as much as thev want, as soon as the 
tiaumatic dangers are passed. Usually, not enough is 
known of the nccesjiity oi repairing the constitution after it 
has been reduced by severe lesions. It ia not neeessaij to 
add, that all tbe ordinary rales of hygiene should be strictly 
attended to, and that tbe wounded would be sent on shore 
«t the earliest possible moment 

jAPANEBt: Mek of Science.— The scientific men attoched 
to the mission visited the Miliury Hospital of the Val de- 
Grftce and the Ecole de Medicine, and were much de- 
lighted and edified. 
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Br E. KEACKOWIZEE, M.D., 

Stewart Gilhore, 5 years and 3 or 4 months old, had 
always been a delicate child— pale, thin, 'very nervous, 
never a hearty eater, his teeth decaying as fast as they 
appeared. About fifteen months before he died his parents 
noticed somettiing singular in his walk, and attributing it 
to bad habit, administered fiequent admonitions. They 
are not able now to remember lully in what consisted its 
peculiarity; all they say is, that lie walked with a halt 
and when he had occa^on to stoop for anything, be would 
not bend over, but go down first on his right knee, there- 
by enabling himself to reach objects on the floor. Soon 
he commenced to complain about pain in the right knee. 
The family phy^cian thought first it was rheumatism, then 
again "growing pains." After a while he pronounced it 
hip-disease. As for systematic treatment, it seems neither 
to have been sought nor to have been applied, tbe troubto 
referred to remaining about stationary. Yet it told on th% 
general condition of the child so far, that he grew thinner 
and had less appetite. His sleep seems to have been satia- 
factoTV ; at least the parents do not remember that he gave 
that characteristic shriek, common in inflammations of the 
larger joints, very often. 

After this condition of things had lasted about nine 
months, some time in the beginning of February, 1861, on 
a Sunday his mother took him to church. He seemed to 
complain more and to walk with more difficulty on hia 
way home. Tired he lay down beade the stove, and 
after getting out of liis nap he used the right leg no more. 
For Uie next three months all his locomotion was per- 
formed with tbe L-ft leg, the richl one barely touching the 
ground for a moment, while Tie would keep his balance 
at the same time by taking hold with the hands of sur- 
rounding objects, or pushing his hands agunst the walla. 

During the month of May he lost the use of hia left leg also. 
It is somewhat doubtful, whether the trouble on the left side 
commenced suddenly or by degrees. I will state here 
what I could gather from the narrative of the mother in 
this respect Some time in tJie latter part of April, follow- 
ing Uie advice of the family physician, tbe child was brought 
to the Clinique of the College of Physicians and Surgeons 
for three subsequent Mondays. The mother remembered 
that Dr. Markoe had remarked on the last Monday that 
there was double hip-complaint, and advised her to put 
tbe patient under Dr. Davis's treatment 

On the subsequent Monday Dr. D, examined the boy, 

B enouncing the disease hip-complaint of the right side. 
e bade the mother return next Thursday when ha 
would apply his spparatus. But already on Wednesday 
the mother found, lo use her words, " in the morning his 
left leg as stiff as the right one." She sent for her physi- 
cian to learn what she ought to do. He told her it was 
useless now to get the apparatas, and nothing could be 

Nothing was done accordingly for a couple of weeka, 
when tbe boy was presented at. the German Dispensary 
132 Canal st , June 18, 18G1. After he was divested of 
his dressing it was found that there was an utter impossi- 
bility either to stand or to walk, as both legs were kept 
constantly flexed in the hips as well as in the knees at 
about a right angle. If the boy were well held under tho 
shoulders, and so let down on his feet, he would exhibit 
the utmost trepidation, and when in this situation the sup- 

Krt was sc^ramgly taken awayTrom hira, ^e would rather 
, the heels glide away ftom tbe floor as an instinctive 
preparation to come down on his buttocks, than permit a 
further flexion in the knee or hip-joints. 
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When put on his back the existence of coxitis of the 
ri^t side in the second Btage waa very evident. There 
v^as no absotute rigidity of the joint, passive motions lo a 
small extent not being transmitted to the pelvis ; but any 
wider eicurmons imparted to the extremity, mainly abduc- 
tion and extension, were immediately answered by corre- 
sponding moiiona m the lumbar part of the ^ine. These 
motions caused pain. On tiie lelt aide the extent of arti- 
cular motion produced by passive motion was considera- 
ble, and it waa not so clear whetlier the extreme nervous- 
ness of the child was not tJie cause why they might not 
have been carried to a normal degree. But repeated exa- 
minalioDS at different, times when the attention of the 
patient was called away settled the doubt in favor of in- 
flammation in (lie left hip-joint too. There wns no swell- 
ing around the joint^ and under the influence of chlorofurm 
passive motions elicited no crepitus. The pelvis was some- 
what oblique in two aspects, the ant sup. spine of the 
right ilium being higher and somewhat further back than 
the one of the K-ft side. To bring both spinie to the same 
level it was necessary to increase, the flexion and adduction 
of the right thigh by carrying it under an angle of near 
40° over the left one. 

On June 2&th extension was made use of by means of 
>dhe3ive-p1as(er straps and weights attached Ui cords run- 
ring over pulleys fixed at the fuolboard of the bedstead. 
Under this treatment the general condition of the child 
improved very rapidly, as also the local improvement 
became spparenL His sleep became good, the hectic 
fever and night-sweats ceased, his appetite returned, and 
ho was in excellent spirits. With the weights on hia 
legs it was his delight to pull them towards him vigor- 
ously and let them go ^ain, and during these motions 
the pelvis particip»t«d very little. The weights removed, 
the active motions and to a lesser degree the pas- 
sive ones gave pain. Afler he had been about four 
weeks under this treatment a swelling commenced behind 
and superior to the left trochunter, which was plaitily 
fluctuatmg, and on tlie twelfth of August had acquired 
about the size of a lemon. Cliloroform was administered, 
and by puncture with a trocar one ounce and five 
drachms of a liquid waa drawn off, consisting partly of 
a gUiry subStance, partly of dirty pus with shreds of 
coagulated lymph, not very intimately mixed, but all 
these constituents issuing pretty separately through the 
canula. Passive motions gave a very distinct bony cre- 
pitus, leaving no doubt of ulceration of the joint and 
perforation of the capsule. The wound wa.t closed with 
adhesive plaster, and heolfd by first intention, no reaction, 
general or local. Betting in. The child was then going 
on as well as ever. Swelling formed agdn, only a little 
slower, and puncture was repeated on September 14ih, 
One ounce of unhealihy pus was withdrawn. Crepitus 
the same. Effect tlie same. 

I must state here that both these times, when the 
patient was under chlorofurm, the right joint was examined 
with care, with a view to detect crepitus. None was 
found, either by me, or by Drs. L A. Toss end A. 
Jacobi, who were present. 

It may surprise some of the surgeons why I confined 
my°elf to puncturing the abscess, and not laying it open 
widely with the knile. My reason was tliis :— From the 
general improvement of the patient, the absence of pain 
by pressure, the fair degree of active motion while' ex- 
tension was kept up by the weight, I was led to sup- 
pose that the ulcerative destruction in the joint 



very extensive. I thought that by continuing the treat- 
ment then commenced, and giving so fine results, Oiat a 
healthy reparative process might spring up in the joint, 
while I had no misgivings but tliat under such circum- 
stances the secondary abecess would, by repeated punc- 
ture and injections either of a solution of corrosive 
sublimate or of iodine, be obliterated. Ees ides, cutting the 
abscess open woild have interfered with the application 
of the counter-extending strap of Davis's apparatus, which 



I thought the tjme had come to apply. At any rat« 
the indication to cut into the abscess did not seem to 
me to be so very urgenL 

I applied Dr. Davis's splint on both sides September 
28th, The boy was delighted with being enabled to be 
around, and tut of bed in day-time. He enjoyed the 
scenes on the street by leaning out of the window, and 
supporting himself to a certain degree with his feeL 
When well-steadied by being held under tlie shoulders 
he made steps through the mom, although in this pro- 
ceeding the motions were mainly performed in the spine; 
at least I could not satisfy myself that there was any 

Having satisfied myself iJiat the parents understood 
perii^clly iJie management of the apparatus I did not see 
the boy so often. I paid him a vi^t October 15th. That 
day be went to bed as well as ever. He awoke about 10 
P.M. with a loud scream, and being frantic, could hardly be 

Eacified, He passed a ver^ restless night. On October 
Gth lie asked to have his splints on and be dressed. 
He vomited up his breakfast, was very irritable and acted 
alrangelj. Tliefe was no marked cliange in his condition 
during tie tliree following days. There was an occasional 
emesis. a pa.°Bage fiom the bowels every day, and some- 
times tiie water would be passed involuntarily. 

October 22d, — I called as usual afler the expiration of 
one week, not being informed of the change that had come 
over the patient, and found him in l»ed, this being the Drst 
day since his recent sickness when he was unable to rise at 
all. He had a silly expression of q^untenance. Head 
somewhat hotter. Pupils dilated — contracted under stimu- 
lus of light, but immeiliately dilated agdn. A little stra- 
bismus, alternating, but more with the left eye. Uind 
very dull, answers very slow and short, but correct. — 
Pulse 140, small, regular. Bed wet with urine pas-ing in- 
voluntarily. Hands constantly pulling the genital organs. 
Had had no passage for three days. Action of the muscles 
of the upper extremities unsteady, tremulous, without plui, 
spastic contraction of the flexors during quiet slightly pre- 
valent, Oct. 23d. — Was not conscious, same symptoms, 
muscular tremor more marked. Continued so, the main 
symptoms not varying till October Slat, when be died, 
growing weaker and weaker. 

Never had general convulsions, nor paralysis. Urinary 
secretion very free. Pulse was only for two days (Oct 25ili 
and 26th) slightly irregular. Four days before he died he 
was conscious, sometimes for longer intervals, understand- 
ing and answering questions of the plainest sort, about 
food and drink, correctly, witli a thick gurgling voice. 

Pnst-mortem rxamination, Nov. Ist, thiriy hours after 
death. — Calvoria and dura mater normal. No senim in the 
arachnoidal sac; pia mater moderately vascular; gyri cere- 
bri not flattened. On the top of^both hemispheres, and 
more so on tJieir minor surfaces, the pia mater was studded 
with a great number of tuberculea, solitary and in groups, 
either ii-ee or imbedded in layers of yellow coagulated 
lymphj exuded under llie arochnoidea, along the course of 
Uie veins of the pia mater. Tubercles scarce on the base 
of the brain, and still mere so at the commencement of the 
fo?aa Sylvii, Substance of the brain heolihy. Lateral ven- 
tricles not dilated, not more than 'the usual quantity t^ 
serum. Endyma nm-mal, no lo/Unwg of the adjacent brain- 
structure. 

The pelvii with upper part of the thighbones was re- 
moved entire from behina, without opening the perito- 
neum. The glutiEus medius and maximua of the left side 
were lifted up and protruding from pus accumulated beneatli 
them. On cutting tlieir fibres parallel with tlie crest ol the 
ilium, a large abscess was found between the gluUeus 
medius and minimus, reaching backwards to the incisura 
ischiadica major, and forwards and downwards to the ante- 
rior aspect of the thigh, the matter burrowing between the 
tensor faacias and sartorius muscles and the head of the 
rectus femoris. The walls of the abscess were partly vas- 
cular with deposits of coagulated lymph firmly adherent; ' 
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pwlly Ihey were constituted by the interstices of the mua- 
clts, which liie hurrowing raatWr had diseecl«d. 

Od the anterior border of the glutieus minimus muscle, 
■where it crosses the origin of the rectus femoris frora the 
apina ilei anterior inferior, there was an o pen itTg, exteriorly 
bordered by a sharp, falciform jpur of the fascia of the glu- 
teus minimus. This sort of slit was blocked up by b shred 
of dirty-yellowish grey lymph. On this being withdrawn, 
and the probe inserted, it struck the bare bone in the direc- 
tion of the joint. The capsular ligaiuent bein"; divided pa- 
rallel with Uie rim of tbe acetabulum, and thick, dirty, cru- 
mous pus being wiped away, the joint was discuTered ex- 
tensively destroyed. The synovial membruDe was mostly 
gnne, or transformed into a pulpy substance, easily scraped 
off with the back of the knife. The ligainentum teres 
mostly destroyed, but still with some separated filaments 
connecling the head with the acetabulum. 

The herid of the femur was mostly denuded of its carti- 
lage, of which here and there were a few detached patches 
adhering loosely to the bone. The head liod alii^red its 
spherical shape to a conoid one. Its spongy substance 
was bare, vascular, and soft. There was the same destruc- 
tion on the acetabulum, the floor of which had been eaten 
away by ulceration, so that a probe dipping in its ragged bot- 
tom struck immediately on the eaterior surface of the pelvic 
fascia. The same condition of things, although not so 
iar advanced, could be observed in the right joint. The 
capsular ligament in tliis was ulcerated in front, and the 
matter had commencM burrowing in the direction of the 
tendon of the ileo psoas- muscle. The ligamenlum teres 
completely gone. The floor of the acetabulum deeply ulcer- 
ated, on one point very near its perforation. The cavity of 
the joint, besides pus, contained a quantity of congulated 
lymph, which, spread somewhat in the shape of a membran- 
ous layer, intervened between the head and the acetabulum. 
The bony destruction mostly marked on the upper and 
outer circumference of the acetabulum. 

Now tills case is certainly very iaslructive for practical 
surgeons. Ulceration of the bones comparing the lull coxal 
articulation was known to exist. On the right side it was 
not delected at the last examination. — September 14, six 
weeks before death. I suppose that this jelly-like mass, in- 
tervening between the bones composing the joint, although 
they were bared of their cartiU^es, prevented the friction 
of their rough surfaces. 

If, then, tt is not tlie fault of the examination — and I 
thick I used all proper circumspection, expecting to g«t 
this symptom ; and Urs, Voss and Jacobi used equal care, 
and did not find it — the lesson conveyed would be that 
there may be txUnsive uiceration o/bont in the joint, andyet 

I will add here, that although the destruction is far greater 
on Ihe left aide, the crepitus was not very harsh, and the 
head of tbe bone, while rotating, had to be pushed &mly 
into the acetabulum to get it at all times. 

Additional information which I get by this case, is this : 
There may he very great degtruclion in (Ae joint, and yet the 
loetd aa weU, at the general tymptomt may be very miid. 

You remember all I have said about the rapid improve- 
ment in the general coudition of the patient, by the treat- 
meat adopted, the absence of pain, the ability of active arti- 
cular motion while extension was kept up by the weights, 
the possibility to support tl:e body to a very limited extent 
while DavU'i splints were on, ana how I was misled by all 
that to imagine the disease not at all of such a grave cha- 
racter, as the specimen in fact reveals it to have been. 

Now I would ask any surgeon of ordinary experience 
and judmient, whether in loukmg at this, condition of things 
be supines it possible thattheprugressof the disease could 
have been arrested ; and whether there can be a doubt 
in anybody's mind, if the sctoal state of aSairs bad been 
known, it would not have been imperative to cut down on 
the joint, and remove alt such obstacles aa interfere with 
the free dischai^ of matter and keep up a constant IrritB' 
tion — in one word, to resort to resection of the joint ? 
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Many snr^ons who do adopt this operation, do not con- 
sider the existence of booy crepitation or suppuration aa 
fully establishing the indication to make it, when the gene- 
ral condition of the patient is still good, and I belonged to 
that class. This case teaches, how well tbe constitu^on 
may bear up against the local mischief, and yet the articu- 
lar destruction be so great aa to be almost beyond surgical 
help, as the perforation of the acetabulum demonstrates. 

This S|)ecimen fiirther shows that circumstances may 
occur where even probatoir incisions fail to reveal the true 
conditJOQ of the joint. You would have undoubtedly 
opened the abscess behind and upwards of the trochanter 
major. But with your probe, or your finger, you would 
have found it Impossible to get at the communication be- 
tween the abscess and the joint. I, for one, am pretty much 
done follovring longer the teaching of tho^e surgeons whoso 
" conservative surgerv" rather tends to conserve the disease 
than the patient ; and I am convinced that the beat conser- 
vative sultry is the one which, breaking away from the 
prejudice that disorganized joints — which, in imA, are no 
more joints— must be considered in any other light tfaan 
abscess or necrosis in Ihe diaphysis of the bones, to guide 
our surgical action, sacrifiues a j»mt to save the patient and 
the limb. 
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New York Hospital has been appropriated to llie sick and 
wounded Volunteers of the Stale, Until within the past 
two or three months it has been under the medical super- 
intendence of Dr. C. R. AoNBW, assisted by Drs. McKeb 
and UooAK. The Institution was then, to all intents and 
purposes, a distinct Hospital under tbe direction of the 
State authorities. Since, however, the resignation of Dr. 
Agnew, the Volunteer Hospital, as such, has ceased to 
exist, and the soldiers are now received by the New York 
Hospital according to special contract. , 

During the existence of this hospital, a large number of 
cases were treated, embracing principally mensles, typhoid 
fever, pneumonia, and pericarditis. A record of the general 
practice of the institution as furnished by Dr. Hogan, the 
resident physician to the Hospital, is certainly of great in- 
terest to every practitioner of medicine, and serves to illus- 
trate in a very marked degree the value of the supporting 
plan of treatment, even in those diseases characterized by 



The number of coses of measles waa very considerable. 
Tbe patients were generally admitted with the rash pretty 
well developed. The type of the disease was asthenic^ 
and where pnetimoniadid not exist as a complication, bron- 
chitis was generally present. In five of the cases purpura 
existed as a complication, coming on in each instance dur- 
ing the third day of the rash. The expectant treatment 
was followed out to the fullest extent, and generally at 
the end of a fortnight the patient was discharged cured. 
There were no fatal oases of this disease. The character 
of the eruption in every instance was well marked. 

The cases of pneumonia were quite numerous, and were 
for the moat part caused by exposure to cold and wet 
This disease was received in almost every stage, from the 
very commencement of the initiatory symptoms to the fiill 
development of hepatization. It could not be ascer- 
tained that the type of the disease bore any relation to the 
vigor of the coiistitution, as it was in the main asthenic. 
Th.6 interesting point of the treatment consisted in the &ct 
that not a single man of tbe whole number treated —about 
on« hundred — waa bled, generally or locally, and not one 
died of the disease. How strangely this practice, whicb 
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ia now coming so much io vogue, contrasts wiib that of 
ten ;e&ra ago, wlien the lancet was the first thing ia the 
linp of remedies that was thought of The resulta could 
not have been better then than now. The treatment con- 
sisted mainlj of very mild counler-iiritatioD, with eilber 
dry cupa, mustard, or iodine. The latter remedy proTed tu 
be very eCBcacious, especially in those coses nhere pleuritic 

ENDS were present. It was generally applied once a day. 
a two or three iost&nces phthisis developed itself during 
coDvaleecence, and in a short time lerminBled the patient's 
life. This lendeDcy to the secondary development, so lo 
apeak, of phthi»s, was also noticed m a marked degree in 
convalescent cases of rubeola. These patients, previous to 
the appearance of the eruptive disease, never hod suQered 
from cough, from liemoplysis, neither did they possess any 
hereditary right to phlliisis. 

The typboid cases amounted to about one hundred and 
thirty. The disease as a whole was not of a very formida- 
ble charactor, two cases only proving fetaL Pneumonia, 
bronchitis, and also diarrbcea, were frequent complications. 
The first named complication existed in the two fatal cases 
referred to. Here, id the Ireatmeut of the disease, stimu- 
lants were used lo their fullest extent of tolerance, and a 
suitable amount of nutritious diet was given at aUted inter- 
vals. The stimulant which seemed to answer the purposes 
■ best was whiskej^in doses of eight or sixteen ounces per 
diem, made into a milk-puncb. 

Sometimes patients were admitted with a fever which 
resembled the first stages of the true typhoid, and seemed 
to have been caused by eshaustion and fatigue. This lasted 
but three or four days, rest and guod diet being all thaLwaa 
required for its cure. It seemed to possees the character 
of that fever generally known as ephemeral 

The cases of pericarditis were, with one exception, caused 
by rheumatism. There was aremorkable collection of these 
Mses, amounting to about forty. The principal complica- 
tion was pneumonia. There was one remarkable case of 
pericarditis, where the friction sound lasted almost for thirty 
consecutive days, there being only three days during that 
time in which the sound could not be perfectly recognised. 
There was also made out a murmur with tlie first sound, 
heard at the apex (mitral regurgitaiive), and a murmur at 
the base with the first sound over the situation of the aortic 
valves (aortic direct murmur). The case was also of the 
greatest interest in connexion with a point of treatment 
The patient took an almost fabulous amount of whiskey, 
and for a week at a time had about twenty ounces a day! 
We hope in future to give the exact amount of the stimu- 
lant taken, besides a more minute history of the case. 
There have been no fatal cases, and in not one instance 
baa mercury been prescribed. The treaimentfor tiie rheu- 
tnatism was alkalitie, consisting of a dracbm of Itochelle salts 
every two or three hours, according to the seveiity of the 
symptoms. Opium was also occasionally administered and 
stimulants always. Locally, counter-irritation in the form of 
blisteis, mustard, and iodine, was employed. Wet cups 
were very rarely used, but dry cups were quite frequently 
resorted to. 



Tmt fob Brandt.— An interesting experiment was 
made last week at the residence of the sub-prefect of 
Saintes, A chemist from Cognac demonstrated that he 
«>"'<', by means of a reactive, distinguish pure Cognac 
brandy fi-om mixed spirit, and tell whether the latter was 
composed of spirits of wine, beet-root, or com spiriL 
Vanous descriptions of brandy were given to the chemist 
for bis experiment. By pounng a glass of his reactive into 
a bottle of each hquor he produced instantly a particular 
tint, which indicated the nature of the mixture. There 
were a number of wine merchants and distillers prL^sent, 
who were astoniahed at the accuracy of the experiment. 
which succeeded above a hundred times. — Lmuxt. 

Snow AND Water.— According to the Meteorological Re- 
ports of Rev. Dr. Patterson twenty inches of bqow are 
—.1,^ 1 i„ XM. .. .^ jjyjjg ^^^ of water. 
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NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY". 

STAnn UiROO, Much S«, Isei 

DE. T. C. FINNELL, PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAtO. 

' ERTSIPELAS Of BEAD AND TACB, WFrD BRIOBt's DISEABEi ETC. 

Dr Draper presented a kidney, removed from a gentle- 
man, let. 65, Dr. D. was not able to give a complete biatory 
of the case, but could only refer lo a few of .the particulars. 
A year or two ago this gentleman had been seen by Dr, Clark, 
who discovered the existence of valvular disease of the 
heart, with hypertronhy. On Uie 18th instant he was 
seized with n cbill, ana on the day following tbe symptoms 
of erysipelatous inBammaiion about tKe face presented 
themselves. The disease, extending its limits, was accom- 
panied with excessive prostration, and on Saturday the 
22d, delirium set in and continued until his death on the 
Tuesday following, at I o'clock a.m. His urine was exa- 
mined on several occasions previous to his death, and at no 
time was it found albuminous ; no microscopical examina- 
tion of the urine was made until the HotKlay preceding the 
attack of his last illneBs, when it was found to contain 
abundance of urates, with tubular casts of various sizes, and 
in various degrees of granular degeneration. The urine ex- 
amined at this time was also found albuminous. 

Autopsy. — The heart, kidneys, and a portion of the liver, 
were removed at ihe autopsy. The valves of tbe heart 
were more or leas thickened; the pulmonary valves thick- 
ened at some points, and unusually thin at others. There 
were some atheromatous deposits in tlie aorta. The kid- 
neys, much reduced in size, were found to contain micro- 
scopically an excessive amount of granular matter in the 
inlertubular spaces ; the tubuli from the cortical subatance 
were filled with granular matter, and in none of them 
could any traces of healthy epithelium be found. The 
malpighian tufts were shrivelled, and their capsules thick- 
ened' and microscopic cysts were also visible. The pyra- 
midal portion of the organ was in the same condition as tbe 
cortical portion. The liver was fatty, and the muscular 
fibres of the heart were extremely brittle, many of them 
presenting evidencea of fatty degeneration. 

The points of interest in the case were: the occurrence 
oPerysipelas of the head and face in connexion with the 
disease of the kidney, and the absence of albumen in the 
urine previous to the last examination of that secretion. 

Dta. Claek remarked that in April, 1859, he was asked 
to see this gentleman, and found him suSering from valvu- 
lar diseai*, with moderate hypeitrophy. He saw him also 
a year subsequently, and again two months before death, 
and at neitlier time was tliere any symptom present tj ex- 
cite tbe su?picion of Bri-bt's disease. T' 



that Ibis disease of the kidney a 

time. The case, he thought, was one which illustrated the 

dependence of Bright's kidney upon cardiac disease a 



to the abuse of alcohohc liquors — the patient being remarka- 
bly temperate. 



reckoned in Mimies' 



Dr, Lewis SiirrH presented a specimen of a dermatophyte. 
This specimen was taken from a boy tet. 8, in the prac- 
tice of Dr, Campbell., This boy had very good general health, 
but was mchnmg to a scrofulous stale. A fei^ weeks 
since, the mother noticed a red point on the inner anject of 
the thigh, and a few days after a smaller spot about half aa 
inchdisiantfromthe GrsL These spots gradually increased, 
and coalescing, formed a patch about an inch longby three- 
quartei-s of an incB in breadth. There was no destruction 
of the cuticle, no moisture, and the patch was little if at all 
elevated above the turTounding Biirfac& -The diaeue re- 
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Bembled riBg-wonn. Little ■ttention was given to it till 
ttiB mother noticed this^psraaitic growth, wbea the physi- 
cian was called. The p^wth ri'sembled in shnpe, color, 
and siz«, a split pea. It is found hi consist entirelj of 
elongated cells, manj of ihem free, but others arranged 
linear!;, iJie cohering waits not being destroyed. 



Dr. Smith also presented a cholesteatomaleuB lumor 
which was sent to tlie Society by Dr. Husted of 42d 
street. It was removed by him from the anterior tibial 
region of a femnle patient, eL 25. It had been nine years 
growing, was movable under the tVin, an'l had never 
caused much inconvenience. It was removed by a sinipie 
incision. It was about two anda halFinchesin leogtb, two 
inches in breadth, and one inch in thickness. It had a dense 
fibrous c^wule. The sutistance within the capsule bad very 
much the appearance of ^>erniaceti. It was very. brittle, and 
near the capsule there was a tendency to a laminated 
arrangemenl, but this waa imperfect The central portion 
of the tumor waa softer than the external, but it had a pure, 
white lustre. 

Examined under a microscope, this substance was found 
toconsist, 1st, of numerous crystals of choleslerine ; 2d, of 
tnfts of margarine ; 3d, of oil globules, some free, and 
others collected in clustars ; 4th, of a large cell, transparent, 
and perfecdy free from granular matter. It caused no re- 
fraction of light, and could in general he seen only in its 
outline. On careful examination, especially after the addi- 
tJon of ether, faint round or oval nuclei could lie discovered 
in some of the cells, but not in all The shape of these 
cells varjce considerably, but the typical form is e^-sliaped 
or oval. There is more oily matter in the centre of the 
tumor than near the capsule. 

The Society then adjourned. 



Dr. Clark exhibited some specimens of false membrane 
that were (lirown off from the throat of a child who died 
that morning. One of the tubes apparently extended from 
the larynx only to the bifurcation of the bronchial tubes, 
while the other specimen seemed ta be the continuation of 
the tube from that point downwards. Dr C then gave the 
history : — One of these was raised after a struggle yester- 
day nioming (Tuesday) at half past seven o'clock, the other 
without much effort at some time in the course of the after- 
noon. Considerable difficulty of breathing, rather paroxysmal 
than continuous, occurred during the time Iheee membranes 
were in the throat, and at a uler time when tbey were 
removed. The voice never cleared up in such a manner aa 
to give us any hope that the disease had subsided, and in 
the course of the night the diffioulty of breathing increased, 
and continued to do so, especially in paroxysms, until the 
following morning about seven or eight o'clock, when death 
took place. The question of tracheotomy was raised, but 
was objected to on tlie ground that the last portion of 
membrane discharged was broken off abruptly, leaving 
good reason to suppose that some still remained in the 
tubes lower down. It was very evident that tie larynx 
was greatly obstructed, even after the removal of these two 
portiooa of membrane. The history of the case is not that 
which we usually see. Some time early last week, Dr. 
Timothy Cbeesman observed upon the tonsils of this child 
some whitish dots, and hesitating for the moment whether 
it was membranous or the whitish material which usually 
forms in Ihe follicles of the tonsils, he look no immediate slc|^ 
with regard to it. Soon, however, observing that they were 
running together, he recogniMd the disease as diphtheria. 
There was not at any lime swelling of the glands of the 
neck. This membrane rwi together, and forming a coat- 
ing upon the tonsils, exfoliated on Friday. On Saturday, I 
saw the child with him, and there waa no membrane what- 
ever upon the tonsils or any other portion of the fauces, 



except a mere fragment.nol much lai^r than a pin's head, 
that ts to say in its superficial measurement, quite down to 
the end of the tonsil. I caught at that time a very good 
view of the epiglottis. There was no membrane upon it, 
and no membrane in the neighborhood of it, still there waa 
hoarseness, and there was a little of Uie tracheal breathing, 
and we ^prehended that the membrane was forming in the 
air passages. It went on to form steadily from that time 
until the exfoliation and removal, and then it is evident it 
was renewed after that, and the second membrane was the 
chief agent in destroying the child's life. The point that I 
wish to refer to as interesting is the complete exfoliation 
from the tonsils, and the subsidence of the inflammatory 
action in ihe tonsils before there was any marked evidence 
of membranous disease of the throat, leaving reason for a 
little time to hope that the disease had subsided, end would 
not enter the air passages. The character of the membrane 
microscopically is this: — Almost entirely a fine fibrillation, 
with the exception of a layer of pus that seems to have 
formed on Its under surface. The disease seems to have 
been of a character to produce at first membrane, after- 
wards purulent efi'usion, and then again membrane. 



Dh. Post exhibited a polypus taken from the meatus 
audilorius of the ear of a man, thirty or forty years of age, 
which was remarkoblo for its size and firmnes.*. The 
disease existed from early childhood, and the portion 
shown, about the sise of a hazel nut, did not constitute the 
whole of the growth. It waa removed by the scissors, and 
the patient was requested to call agnin, in order to have 
the operaiion completed. The precise point of attachment 
could not be ascertained. 

OVAHIAH CrST BUCCESSFELT REMOVED. 



Dr. J. L. Campbell by invitation presented an ovarian 
oyat removed from a lady in this City on the 3d of the 

?-evious month (April), by Dr. Washington L. Atlee of 
hiladelphia. 

Mrs. , aged 50, has enjoyed uniformly good health. 

Was married at 24, and is the mother of five children, tlie 
youngest being 13 years of age Nothing worthy of 
reniark occurred during any of her first periods of gestation, 
parturition, or lactation. Enlargement of lower portion 
of abdomen was first observed soon afler the birth of her last 
child in March, 1849. The enlargement was symmetrical, 
and increased with almost uninterrupted uniformity up to a 
period of «x months since, when the growth became more 
ra|>id. It was now exceedingly large and cumbrous. 
Patient still menstruates. The operation was made in the 
presence of a number of medical men in this city, and 
several from other parts of the state. The temperature of 
the room was kept about 80°. Alter inducing anKSthena, 
an incision about two inches long was made in the line of 
the linea alba midway from the umbilicus to the pubea 
through all the tissues until Ihe cyst presented, into which 
a large trocar was thrust, ^ving exit to ffly-ttoo piiil* of 
fivid. The fluid was less viscid than the ordinary content« 
of ovarian cysts, and abounded in cbolesterin; ^e tubular 
crystals of which glistened in the light, and aa subae- 
quently examined under the microscope appeared veir 
beautifuL As the fluid escaped the abdominal walla CM- 
lapsed, and were supported by the hands of the assistants. 

By a dextrous use of the canulaj a small portion of the 
sac WW turned out of the abdominal opening. This waa 
seized, and (there being no adhcsiuiis) tlie entire cyst was 
readily withdrawn after a slizht prolongation of the incision. 
The peduncle was long, and about an inch and a half in 
thicknees. It was secured by a silver clamp tightly screwed 
upon it The sac was cut ofl^ about hali' an inch beyond the 
chmp, and the stump smeured with a solution of tlie 
persulphate of iron. \\ ire sutures were then poased through 
the tissues including the peritoneum, and the incision closed, 
leaving the slump projecting at its inferior extremity. 
Adhesive straps were then applied, and warm water drt^ 
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iogs, aud the V hole secured by flannel bandage. At no 
time during (he operation was tliere any marked depre^ion 
of the TiUl power. The cyel, it will be seen, is unilocular, 
arising from the lefl ovarj. Several small cjsts ore seen in 
the region of the ovarv. It varies in thickoesa from one to 
twelye, lines, and ia of a tough fibrous texture, capable of 
oont^aing, aswasstalfd, Bfly-two pints offiuid. Itweigha 
about two and a half pounds. 

Vomiting occurred at irregular intervals for forty-eight 
hours after the operation, and it was necessary to use Uie 
catheter for three or four days, Cbium pro re tiata to 
induce rest and freedom from pain. The pulse never rose 
above 108. The clamp separated on the sevenlh day. 
The incision healed by first intentjon. The stump still 
requires dressing,* 

Dk. noLCOUB asked concerning the size of the Irocar 
used. He had seen Dr. Sims in on operatiou for ovariotomy 
use one as large as a small vagina! speculum. In tliat case 
the clamp was tried, but its application was attended with 
eo much difficulty that it was abandoned, and silver suture 
substituted. A second operation bad since been rendered 



Dr. Otis stated that he was present at the second opera- 
tion, but the adhesioDS of the sac were so extensive that 
the fluid was merely evacuated and the wound closed. 

triLBnJ FBOll OOltPOUKP FHACTDBI op SKtFLL, 

Bb. Fiknell exhibited a specimen, conaistJng of a portion 
of brajn substance removed from a Gkrmer aged 30 years, 
whose death was caused by epileptic convulsions. About 
five years ago he was thrown from his wagon, sustaining 
a compound fracture of the right parietal bon» near the 
temporo-parietal suture. He was able to get up after the 
fall, and walk a distance of ten or twelve yards, when he 
became too fiiiat to proceed further, A portion of brain 
substance was found upon the vehicle. An examination of 
the wound at the time disclosed fragments of depressed 
bone, and one of these, about liaif an inch in length, pene- 
trated into the brain substance. All the loose portions 
were removed. The man made a good recovery, but about 
a year after the accident ho was seized with an attack of 
epilepsy, followed at irregular and frequent intervals for a 
period of five years by other similar seizures, A portion 
of skull at the seat of the injury being depressed, he came 
to the cily with a view of having that depression removed 
by an operation, and a possible cure of the epilepsy. Dr. Mott 
operated by trephining the patient, and removing a portion 
of bone. The patient refused to take chloroform, but when 
the bone was being sawn through he expressed himself 
free fiom any suffering of pain, When the scalp was 
touched, however, the pain was quite distressing. The 
operation was not completed many hours before convul- 
sions came on, and continued until death took place. On 
post mortem examination, at the seat of the operation the 
membranes bad become adherent. The depression in the 
brain substance was equal to about an inch, but there did 
not seem to have been any other noticeable change in tiie 
parL In a case reported to the Dublin Pathologicnl Societv, 
where a person died thirteen years after a similar injury, 
and was also subject to repealed attacks of epilepsy, the 
membranes at the seat of injury were found much thick- 
ened, and at one or two points calcification existed. 

The Society then at^ourned. 



To MAKE CoD-LivEE Oil pALAtABLC A»n Easily Abbi- 
MILATKD. — Dr. Alexander Wallace, of Dublin, after a aeries 
of experiments with reference lo obtaining cod-liver-oil 
in the state of minute subdivision for purposes of easy 
assimilation and palatabitity, recommends that it be mixed 
either with wine of iron and glycerine, or with die aqua 
calcis. The syrup of the iodide of iron can also be used 
with advantage instead of the wine of iron. 
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Two cases are reported in the Britiih Medical Journal of 
April 26th. The hrst, by Dr. John Armstrong of Gravesend, 
was a boy ^ed ten, having a bean in his mouth, set off to 
run with another boy, when the beau slipped down, and he 
appeared fora lime as if he would be strangled. The symp- 
toms subsided ; and he ate, drank, and even sang, so that 
nothing was done. On the next day he was seized with 
difficulty of breathing, became greatly distressed, eyes pro- 
minent, countenance livid, pulse feeble and slow, and sur- 
face cold. While in this condition, larynmtomy was per- 
formed, which excited a violent fit of coughing, though the 
body was not expelled ; the distressing symptoms, how- 
ever, were greatly relieved. The evidence, however, of 
the presence of a foreign body was unmistakable, and^ 
finally, with the assistance of Mr. T. B. Curling, the bean 
was removed piecemeal partly with the ingenious forceps 
obtained from Messrs. Weiss, and partly by tlie coughing 
of the patient. The boy was then put to bed, tepid water 
dressing used, and diaphoretic mixture. The wound healed, 
the voice returned, and the boy recovered without any bad 
symptom. 

The second case, reported by Dr. S. Monckton, of Maid- 
stone, was that of a boy aged seven, who, on returning 
from school, swallowed — aa he said — a nutshell, of which 
he soon after informed his mother. It caused no uneasi- 
ness, except a choking fit in the evening, till next momit^, 
when he was seized with alarming symptoms of cough and 
suffocation and huriied off to the intirmary, having the 
appearance of a child in the last sl^e of croup, from which 
he rallied after two hours of rest, his breathing bicomiog 
natural. As no one had seen him swallow the oat- 
were some doubts as to whether ihesp»Bnis 
light not have been of extrabronchial origin,and tlierefore 
tracheotomy was not peribrmed. He remained in the hos- 
pital six weeks, suffermg during tlie first three from a mo- 
derate attack of bronchitis. iFie boy gradually improved, 
until twenty-three weeks atWr the accident, when one 
evening be suddenly expectorated the nutshell without dif- 
ficulty. It had the appearance of half the entire shell of a 
long lilbert, little changed except a slight rounding off of 
the broken edges, 

TRACIfATIO TKTANCa. 

The Lantxt publishes a case of traumatic tetanus sv, 
ftilly treated with opium and belladonna poultices, b 
8. Carlwrlght Reed, The patient was a kd of healthy 
appaerance, aged 17, who was knocked down by a cort, a 
wheel grazing the side of his head, neariy tearing away the 
right ear, and fracturing the right maxilla at its symphysis. 
Notwithstanding a careful dressing of the wound gangrene 
supervened in twenty-four hours, which made it necessary 
to remove tlie ear, when a linseed poultice was applied and 
saline aperient administered. The wound progressed unfa- 
vorably, and on the third day tetanic symptoms began to 
show theraselvto. An aperient draught was ordered imme- 
diately, ond linaccd poultice with a drachm of opium pow- 
der applied to the wound. Tlie next day belladonna mixed 
with glycerine was substituted for the poultice, and one 
p-oin of opium with two ofcalomol given at night. Slight 
improvement was soon apparent and the Irealment con- 
tinued, substituting mercurial ointment for the glycerine, 
and alter the sixth day the tetanic ^asm gradually disap- 
peared and the boy rapidly recovered. 
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OVAL OF PORTIONS or Tin lONOCl^ 

Dr. Alexander Simpson, of Edinburgh _ 

removing an epithelial ulcer of the tongue, situated n^ 
root of that organ, where it would be difficult to api 
iScraseur, by first passing a loop of platina-wire througli the 
tongue towards its root, and below the epithelioma. 
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stream of gslvonism nae then pasged through the wire ao 
OS to reodt^r il red hoi, and in this way a flap of consider- 
able aiie was cut o£F tlie side of the tongue. The loop of 
wire was then applied round the base of this flap ; but on 
attempting to tighlca it the wire gave way, and ita removal 
was efffcctud by means of the ecraseur, A hard uodule left 
in the side of the tongue was seized with a vulst'llum, and 
Burrounded with a loop of the gnlvano-caustic wire. The 
teeth of ihe instrument tore a little artery which began to 
spoat. The wire through which the current was passing 
lighted up the car ity, showing the bleeding point, to which 
it was easily applied and thel]iemori;hage arreatj.'d. Dr. S. 
has used the galvano-cnuslic wire in the removal of hteraor- 
rhoids, etc. Its advantage over the tcraseur is that il cao 
be applied in silualiona where tlie lattor is impracticable. 
The specimen was exhibited at the Medico-Chirurgicat So- 
ciety, and published in the Edinburgh MedkalJoumaL 

Prolapse of the anlcrior wall of the bladder through the 
rent in the vaginal wall, greatly embBmis."ing the aurgenn, 
ia easily prevented by a litUe instrument invented by Dr. 
Henly Thorpe of Leit«rkenny, and presented to the Sur- 
gical Society of Ireland. It consists of a flat piece of wood 
of an elongated elliptical form, thp short diameti-r corre- 
RDonding to the diameter of tlio fistula, with a cord parsed 
throueh near one end and fastened by a common knot. 
The plug is to be pushed into the bladder through the IJ3t\ila, 
and BO placed that the eitremily throu^i which the cord is 
passed shall be towards the urethra, and the longer end of 
the plug shall cover tlic fistula and lie upon the Itoor of the 
bladder beyond it When traction ia made by means of 
the cord downwards and forwards, the plug cannot escape 
through the fistula, but drags the floor of the bladder down- 
wards towards the external parte, bringing the edges of the 
fistula into view, and into a favorable position for operating, 
all prolapse of the anterior wall of llie bladder being ren- 
dered absolutely impossible. When the vivification of the 
edges is completed the plug ta removed as easily ' ' 
been inseited. Of course, the si^ of the plug a; 
according to that of the fistula. 

CACSEB or FAILURE IN THB TREATMEST Of CTERINK CLCER. 

, The advantages of a careful diagnosis as conducive to 
successful treatment of the different forms of uterine ulcer 
are clearly set forth in a series of articles published in the 
Lancet, vol, ii., 13C1, by Robert Ellis, Esq., Obstetric Siir- 

S^eon, etc. The principal causes of failure in treatment are 
bund to be, 1. Errors of diagnosis; 2. Errors of treat 
ment; 3. Inefficiency of the means employed ; 4, Neglect 
of accessory means; and 5. Imperfect cure of the ulcer, 
llatigniint ulcer — true cancer of the cervix — has been mis- 
taken for the simple sore, and treated with escharotics. 
^le simple ulcer has also been mistaken for cancer. The 
indolent, diphtheritic, and fungous, has each in its turn been 
mistaken for the inllamed ulcer, and the patient submitted 
to repeated let:cliinga and other anti[)hlogi3tic measures. 
Errors in treatment could not well be avoided from the 
want of previous experience, and Ihe proper conslruclion 
and use of the requisite instruments. The latter deficieiicy 
now no longer exists, and the different forms of uterine 
disease are now belter understood, and true principles of 
cure are laid down. Yet the application of leeches Co an 
indolent ulcer, on the one hand, and the administration of 
wine, quinine, etc., for the treatment of the inflamed ulcer, 
on the other hand, are errors of frequent occurrence. The 
selection of an eacharolic inappropriate to the case under 
treatment, or a reliance on injections for the cure of any 
form of uterine ulcer, may each be set down aa a frequent 
souree of failure to cure. A fungous ulcer on an athero- 
matous basw, occupying both lipa of the cervix uteri and 
reaching high up tlie canal after being under treatment for 
three years, and cauterized with nitrate of silver upwards 
of one hundred limes without deriving much benefit, soon 
yielded lo a few resolute applications of the stronger caus- 
tics, followed by a thorough penelratioa of the canal by the 






lunar caustic. So also will the weaker caustics be found 
inadetjuale to the cure of the inflamed, hyperirophied pus- 
secretmg ulcer, which requires measures of sufficient pene- 
tration to substitute healthy for diseased action in the 
shortest time. For the melting down of a strong hyper- 
trophy, the potassa fusa is applicable ; the acid nitrate of 
mercury in certain states of the inflamed ulcer; tlie strong 
nitric acid saturated with nitrate of silver being both a 
powerful escharotic and astringent, is fit for the treatment 
of fungous ulcer. The nitrate of silver alone cannot be 
eubetituted for either of these more powerfiil caustjca, 
though it is useful for milder cases, if urmly applied and 
allowed to lie for some seconds on the part aSccted. Inef- 
ficient use even of Ihe most appropriate remedies may be a 
frequent cause of failure; tlie ropy discharge, if not care- 
fully removed, will go far to neutiolize their effects. Also 
neglect of applying the escharotic sufficiently high up in 
the canal is another cause of failure. To obviate the danger 
of fiacture in using the stick of nitrate of silver, the author 
makes use of an instrument in which he has passed a pla- 
tinum pin through a hollow cylinder of the caustic, render- 
ing it impossible to be broken off. This can be passed, if 
desirable, even through the os internum. Though injec- 
tions cannot be substituted fur any of the above named 
remedies, yet as accessory means they constitute an impor- 
tant piirt of the treatment. Tfie ordinary Rmale syrmge 
is, however, entirely too small to be of much service. In 

Elace of this an instrument known as the uterine douche ia 
igbly recommended. A due attention to the laws of hy- 
Siene should be also strictly enforced. It should also be the 
uty of the practitioner to see that the cure is thorough 
before discharging his patient, otherwise the relief derived 
is but temporary, and after the lapse of a year, or perhaps 
less, the whole malady has to be treated over again. 

The following table presents a brief reiiimi of the subject ; 
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Dr. R. it. GiLBKHT, Brigade-Surgi'on, has been ap- 
pointed Medical Purvi-yor at Fortress ilonroe, in place of 
Dr. Sreldom, who has he^n Inmsferred to the charge of 
the Military Hoapitids at Norfolk. 
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SATURDAY, MAT 31, 1862. 



THE CLAIMS OF THE SANITABY COMMISSION. 
Tai Sanitarj ComroisKon has now been in exiEtence about 
one year, aod the manner in which it bas adapted ilself 
to the wants of our soldiers cannot but be appreciated by 
those who have kept track of ita doings. Its labors com- 
menced in anticipating the wants of the army that was 
to be placed upon the field, which it did on a scale fully in 
accordance with the magnitude of (lie result to be obtained. 
Since that time no eSorta have been spared on the part of 
the commis^on to fulfil tlie grand and benevolent design 
for which it sprang into existence. That it is eminently 
Gited for tlie work that it has undertaken can be seen when 
we consider its peculiar organization ; a truly expansible 
body, ils power is, so to speak, unlimited. Reocbing out as 
it does by means of the several inspectors over the whole 
extent of our battle-ground, and holding flirect communica- 
tion from distant points with our large cities, it naturally 
and quickly adapts itself to erery exigency. We have bad 
ttumsrous illustrations of its promptitude on such occasions ; 
Twenty-four hours before the nSair at Fort DoneUon, hun- 
dreds of boxes of hospital stores were sent with proper 
executive officers and agents, whose duty it was to see that 
everything should be properly distribuWd. The great con- 
fidence which has been placed in this body by the D)ilitary 
authorities has enabled it thus to be prepared, and on the 
alert, to offer every aid which humanity and benevolence 
can suggest. The same confidential relations with these 
authorities have enabled it to follow the grand army of the 
Potomac, and minister to its many necessities; and when 
the order for an onward march was given the commission 
was selected to care for (lie sick and wounded that were to 
be left behind. This was gladly done, and within an 
eieeedingly short space of time six thousand of our suffer- 
ing soldiers bave been removed from the unhealthy climate 
of the South to the salubrious air of our northern cities. 
Although ostensibly an advisory body it is practic^y a 
benevolent or|[aniEation, and is constantly giving at the 
rato of many thousands of articles daily. We are informed 
that from the -central depot at Wsstiington alone it has sent 
out to the number of 65,000 articles, embracing every 
necessity for the sick, from casks of wine to shirts and nap- 
kins. If we also consider that a proportionate amount of 
freight is sent by the other brandies, we can easily con- 
ceive the number of the artjcles to be almost incalculable. 
With the progress of the war the demands upon the resources 
of this body are constantly augmenlitg, and though the 
medical bureau is in hearty sympathy with the work, and 
will doubtless do all in its power to cooperate with it, and 
has absolved it from all the various responsibilities that it 
hitherto has assumed in matters of camp inspection, eto., 
which is now provided for by the law reorganizing the 
medical department, it lias still need for material aid. Its 
functions should and will be continued to the end of the 
war. As an exponent of the wishes of every one interesteil 
in the weltare of our army it has a strong claim on the 



benevolence of the community. No one can appropriate 
his money to better advantage than by placing it in the 
bands of the authorized agents of this body. They, by m 
thoroughly systematic management, take care that every- 
tliing reaches its place of destinatjon, while on the other 
band it is well known that the storehouse at Washington 
is filled with packages which, being sent by private enter- 
prise, from misdirection or mismanaged, have missed their 

More could not be asked than has been accomplished 

in the judicious distribution of every necessary for those 
who are really needy. These acts of beneficence, however, 
must not be cramped by any lack of donations, or any 
want of acordlal -cooperation on the part of the community^ 
in this their hour of need. Ifc class of men can do more 
with particular communities in influencing their charit*ble 
motives than can the physician: thoroughly acquainted 
with the wants of the sick and wounded, he knows best 
how to touch the sympathies of the people, and direct tbem 
in their proper channel. He can do much to educate alt 
with whom be is brought in contact int» the necessity 
of lending their aid to so gmnd and comprehensive a cha- 
rity. Some of those outside of our profession are keenly 
alive to the claims which the commission has upon them 
for help.- The letter of Ccilonel Howland, of General Mc- 
Clellan's staff, in sending a "lonation of one thousand dollars, 
modestly but eloquently utters the sentiments which £11 the 
souls of at least our volunteer officers. He says: — 

" I have seen too many instances of the great good the 
Sanitary Commis^on is doing not to be grateful for its 
work, and at the snmc time anxious to help it in the oaJy 
way I know how." 

If the doings of the Sanitary Commis^n were fairly and 
truthfully set before the public, there would be very many 
who would be resdy and willing to follow the noble example 
of the colonel. 



NEW APPOINTMENTS AT THE "FACULTY OF 

MEDICINE," OF PARia 
The OazetU da IP.pitaux, for April 24th, annouocu tiro 
new appointments at the Faculty of Medicine: M. Rnyer, 
to the Prufessorship of Comparative Medicine, and M. 
Robin, to the Professorship of Histology. The chairs to 
which these eminent Mvam are (qipointod are of new Crea- 
don, and their necessity has been developed by the exton- 
sive labors, especially of M. Robin, in the special depart- 
mcnts which are thus added to the curriculum of instruction. 
M. Rayer, already well known to the profession of alt coun- 
tries by his extensive researches in practjcal medicine, has 
for many years been engaged in the study of the morlnd 
conditions, arlificinlly produced, as well as naturally deve- 
loped, in the lower animals, as compared with the human 
subject. M. Robin, the author of numerous works bearing 
on Histology, in its most external application, is not less 
known in tlie scientific world. It is not without interest 
and instruction, tliat we of the profession watoh tlie pro- 
gress of scientific improvement in the great centre of medi- 
cine. One would think that it could be not witliout influ- 
ence upon the condition of medical science in our own 
country, that this progress is brought to the knowledge of 
tliose who should cherish and reveal scientific labora. It 
should slimulute our profession to jealously guard tlie pcai- 
lion and privileges we enjoy as the result of unaided efforts; 
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for, as we never haVe received we fear we may nevw 
expect to receive, the eocouragemeDt and assistance which 
has made Paris the scientific centre of the world. As the 
medical profession midnUinB ita dignitj, not by anj recog- 
nition by our government, but by its own esertiotis, we 
could not hope, witliout a change which is not likely to 
occur, to have any subetantial official recognition of scien- 
tific labors. An irregubr would be more likely to aucoeed 
in obtaining a chair in a Governmental Faculty, if we had 
Ki analogue to the French Faculty o( Medicine with a suf- 
ficient pecuniary endowment, than to enter our Anny Medi- 
cal corps, to get a posilJon in our hospitals which have 
been built up by tlie gratuitous labors of our profeMion. 
This want of legal protection to our profession ia an effectual 
bar to the encouragement and rewards for BcienliSc labors 
whiidi are held out by other countries. The few extracls 
we venture to make froq) the report of the Minister of 
Public Instruction, etc, to the Emperor, shows the deep 
interest taken by the French Government in scientife 
improvement. 

"Sire — Your Mwesty watches with constant solicitude 
the progress of the iuBtitutiona for public instruction. 
Among tiiese institutions tliere is none which renders 
greater service, and which baa acquired more legitimate 
renown, than the Faculty of Medicine of Paris. The force, 
the solidity, the extent of its teaching, corresponds to the 
eminence of the profeasors who Iiave rendered ita chaira 
illuatricus, and who now ocoupy them with so much dis- 
tinction. It receives in ita midat a crowd of studious 
pupils, whom it sends forth, proud of the title which they 
have attained, rich in excellent instruction, and competent 
to fulfil in society t!ie duties of their useful and noble pro- 
fession. But, besides this, ita reputation has extended 
bvyond the boundaries of France, attracted from all quar- 
ters of the globe an annual concourse of students, who, 
already instructed in the universities of ibeir country, come 
to complete their medical education in the active centre of 
labor and of science. The Faculty of Medicine of Parir 
owes this itifluecce and this success to the efforts which it 
baa employed at every epoch to place itself at the level of 
all BCientihc acquisitions. It will continue to piogress in 
this path so (hiitTul, and the government of your Majesty 
will neglect nothing, that medical inatruction may enlarge 
by reason of the new developments of science. 

"Comparative medicine is one of the developments of 
modem science." • • • 

The reporter then goes on to mention the necessity of 
the chairs of Comparative Medicine and Histology, and the 
claims of MM. Rayer and Robin, whom be recommends to 
be appointed. 



the real 

science, and in realizing them the Emperor will manifest 
anew to the country the lively and powerful interest which 
he accords to the progress of public instruction." * ♦ • 

In addition to the appointment to the chair of Compara- 
tive Medicine, M. Rayer ia made Dean of the Faculty in 
place of Baron Paul Dubois, who retireg and ia made honor- 
ary Dean. The editor of the "Ca»((«"expre83eB surprise 
that one with such numerous occupations aa M. Bayer, and 
" arrived at an age when the necessity of repose has already 
made itself felt," should andert*ke these additional duties. 

Charles Robin, the new Professor of Histology, is one of 
the most remarkable men of the i^. His name is already 
iamiliar to us on this side of the Atlantic, but few know the 
extent of his scientific labors. For twenty years he has 
been eng^ed b the study of histology, and since 1847 haa 
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produced besides numerous works, reported to scieniifio 
bodies, and. published in periodicals a number of systematic 
treatises which are all regarded as authority on their various 
subjects. He has not yet, however, finished the crowning 
work of his life, which will soon appear, and will embrace 
the origin, development, natural decay, and morbid altera- 
tions of all the tissues of the body. To follow the various 
tissues from their first appearance to their perfect develop- 
ment, then to their final decay, and likewise through the 
morbid changes to which they are liable, is the stupendous 
labor which he entered upon twenty years ago, the result 
of which the world will soon see. None but those who 
have followed his private instruction are aa yet in posses- 
sion of his histological views, but to them the revelation 
has been like a new world, and Robin is the Bichat of our 
generation. Robin has not worked and does not work for 
any but bis am/rera in science; and the minuteness of 
detail, which ia laborious for an ordinary student, teaches 
them how the great truths have been developed, and marks 
an example which the humblest worker may follow and 
contribute his store to the magnificent edifice of Science. 
It will be long before the " General and Pathological Ana- 
tomy " will be appreciated by the profession, and not before 
it has been well diluted by compilers; but its appearance 
will mark an era in medicine. 

The larger works ofVtobin are the Ckimit Anato- 
miqut, which he wrote in connexion with Terdil; the 
Histoire NalureRe da Vigetavx Parauta ; the Meroscope 
tt InjecHont, and Nysterea' Dictionary, edited by Littrtf 
and Robin, containing in Anatomy and Patholc^ many 
of Robin's views. Hia smaller monographs are very 
numerous, and of late years many have appeared in 
S^quard's Journal of Physiology, 

After twenty years of scientific labor, Robin is not 
only Professor, but he has created the necessity for the 
establishment of the Choir which be only can filL 



THE WEEK. 
Son time since, it may be recollected, we called atten- 
tion to an error in the lost English edition of "Samuel 
Oxiper's Dlcdonary of Sui^ry." 

In the British Medical Journal of April 12th, Mr, J. E. 
Erichsen, the distinguished surgeon of London, published 
the following sstiafactory explanation. - 

" Tht Pint Ligaiure of the Internal lUae Artery in the 
XliiiUd Stata. — Sir : In the last nuniber of the Journal, 
under the beading of ' A Slight Error,' it is stated that I 
have, in the last edition of Cooper's Surgical Dictionary. 
attributed to ' Mr. Hudson of New Tork' instead of to 
' Dr. S. P. While, formerly of Hudson, in the Slate of New 
York,' the merit of having first tied the internal iliac artery 
ia the United States of America. The error is not mina 
but Mr. Cooper's. It occurs in the edition of 1838, from 
which the new issue of the Dictionary has been compiled, 
etc. " I am, etc, 

" JoBH E. EmcnSBH." 

■ « Oatbhuh Fuoi, April B, IStt.' 

We avail ourselves of this opportunity to correct a few 
other errors in relation to tbia important and difficult ope- 
ration. Mona. Velpeau, the celebrated surgeon of Paris, in 
his valuable and elaborate work on surgery, attributes the 
operation in one place to Samuel White, and in another to 
M. P. Whita, Dr. Mott, in his notes, gives it correctly to 
Dr. 8. P. White. Lecturers in our Medical Colleges, when 
alluding to the subject, have oflen qioken of it as the liga- 
Lg,zocD,CjOOl^lC 
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ture to the common iliac artery instead of the internal iliac 
artery. It ie very curious that the error fihould have lain 
uncorrected for twenty-four yeatfl in Cooper's Surgical Dic- 
tionary, and it can only be accounted for on the ground that 
the American edition is principally used in the United 
States. It is strange, a^, that the London edition should 
denominate it a " slight error." It ought not certainly to 
be considered in that light by the gentleman who really 
performed the operation. 

ANoraBR charitable institution, the North Eastern Dispen- 
sary, aituated at the corner of Lexington Ave. and Slst st, 
has Ulely been organized. The want of a Medical Charity 
in this portion of the city has long been felt, and now tliat 
il is in successful operation we have no doubt that the 
number of patients who will apply for advice will be very 
large, 

Wb are informed that during tlie month of June, the 
library of the late Dr. Jons W. Fbahcis will be sold at 
auctJon by Bangs, Merwin & Co., 594 Broadway. Tlie 
catalogue is very extensive, presenting a large collec- 
tion of medical books and journals, and works on early 
American history. 



CASES OF VAGINISMUS, WITH THE METHOD OF 

TREATS(|iNT. 
By J. Marion Sims, M.D. 

[Sfprinted Iniin the Bulletin of lli«N. Y. AmOcatT of MtdlclDe.] 
Is May, 1857, I was called to see a lady, forty-five years 
of age, who, married at twenty, hod been an invalid ever 
since. Menstruation, always |>ainful, had just ceased. She 
had great irriiability of the bladder, a sense of bearing 
down, and other symptoms of uterine derangement. But 
the most remarkable thing in her history was the fact that 
she had renjaincd a virgin, notwithstanding a married stale 
of a quarter of a century. Some two or three years after 
marriage, her physician discovered a sanguineous tubercle 
at the meatus urinarius, end removed it with the expecta- 
tion of relieving her peculiar condition, but no benefit 
ensued. He then attempted to dilate the vagina with 
graduated bougies, which produced the most intolerable 
suffering without the slightest permanent imjirovement. 
She next consulted the most eminent physicians in the 
principal capitals of America, and visited Ijondon, Paris, 
and other European centres of learning, asking advice of 
leading surgeons, but no one could give a satisfaclory solu- 
tion of the case, or advised anything more than tlie bougie 
^stem, which had been already fruitlessly exhausted. 
Possessed of ample means, slie and her husband had lefl 
nothing untried that promised the least hope of success. 
And thus many, many long years had pasised when I was 
sent for, not to be consulted m respect to this peculiarity, 
which they had long since learned to look upon as incura- 
ble, but for the state of her general health. 

I found her nervous system in a deplorable condition. It 
was exceedingly impressible, the sliithtest noise c:iusing 
her intense pain. She was only able to walk across the 
room, but did not often venture even upon this, being con- 
fined for the most of the time to her couch, where slie gave 
herself up to unceasing inti-llcctual effort. Her mental 
tension and sedentary habits were supposed to be the 
cause of her great nervousness. 

Amon^t otlier means of diagnosis, I proposed a vaginal 
examination, which she assured me was impossible, then 
gave me the history already related. I attempted it, how- 
ever, but failed completely. The slightest touch at the 
mouth of the vagina produced the most intense agony, 
throwing her nervous system into great agitation, witli 
general muscular spasm and shivering of the whole ftame 



as if with the rigors of an intermittent, while she shrieked 
aloud, her eyes glaring wildly and tears rolling down her 
cheeks, all rendering her a pitiable object of terror and 
suffering. Notwithstanding all these outward involuntary 
evidences of physical commotion, she had moral fortitude 
enough to hold herself on tJie couch, imploring me mean- 
while not to desist from my efforts while the least hope 
remuned of finding out anything about her inexplicable 
condition. After pressinj? with all my slrenpth for some 
minutes, I succeeded in introducing the index finger into 
the vagina up to the second joint, but no fuvther. The 
resistance to flic passage was bo great and the vaginal con- 
traction BO firm as to deaden the sensation of the finger, 
and this the examination revealed only an insuperable 
spasm of the sphincter vaginie. Whether the vspna was 
deleclively developed or normal, I could not determine. I 



like it, and Uiat it would be quite presumptuous it 
hazard an opinion, or to hope to do anything for her, when 
they bad consulteil the ablest surgeons in the world with- 
out receiving the least information on the subject, and that 
I could promise nothing. However, I suggested the pro- 
priety of her going to New York for further investiga- 
Uon under anaislliesia. She accordingly did so, and I 
invited the late Dr. John W. Francis, Dr. Emmet of the 
Woman's Hospital, Professor Van Buren, and Dr. R. S. 
Kissam, to see her. The two last named gentlemen 
assumed the responsibihty of the etherization, which wai 
to me a matter of some anxiety, owing to her peculiar ner- 
vous organism. Previously to the anawthesia, I attempted 
to make a vaginal examination, when the same train of 
symptoms was manifested as on the former occasion. But 
as soon as she was fully under the influence of the ether, 
greatly to my surprise, I found the mouth of the vagina 
completely relaxed and the vagina itself perfectly normal, 
not j)re?enting llie least deviation from health. It was not 
large, but certainly quite as well developed as it ougil lo 
be at her time of life, and under the circumstances. The 
uterus was relroverted, and there was a small polypoid 
excrescence about as lar^e as a pea hanging from the oa 
tincfe. This was removed, not with tlie expectation that it 
would have any influence upon her condition, but to pre- 
vent the risk of future growth. 

The opinion that 1 gave on the case was this; Uiat itwas 
a spasmodic contraction of the sphincter vacrinjE, resulting 
from an irritable condition of the nerves of tne part, which 
I could not explain. To the question whether it were pos- 
sible to effect a cure, I replied that I did not know, for the 
books threw no light on the subject; but that the only 
rational treatment njipeared to me to be surgical, ie. divid- 
ing the muscles and nerves of the vulval opening. They 
seized on (he idea, and insisted on the operation, which 1 
declined to perform, on the ground that an untried process 
■ justifiable on one in her position in social life, the 
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I have related this case somewhat at length, to make it 
descriptive of llie class which it represents, and I shall be 
glad if tins learned body will allow me, in my own simple 
way, lo continue t!:e story of my own experience in the 
matter. I have nothing to say on the literature of the sub- 
ject ; I leave that to others. 

The highintellectualendowmenlsoflhislady, her elegant 
culture and fine social position, as well as her long suffer- 
ing, all ctins'pired to make her case one of much thought 
and anxiety to me, and I could not eosily dismiss il from 
my mind. I c nsulted authors, and found coses described 
by tliem of pruritis, hypcnesthesia, neuralgia, neurosis, 
artresia, etc. etc., all of wliich I had seen, but nowhere did 
I find any description of disease answering to the peculiai- 
ities of this ease, whicii I naturally concluded to be unique 
1 and anomalous. But about fiUcen monihsufterwards, Pro- 
I feasor Pitcher of Detroit, Michigan, sent tne another caBe,pre- 
1 cisely similar, except that the lady had been married for two 
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jean. She lind Clic name instinctive dread of being toucli- 
ed, Uie same muscular con trnctioti of the whole frame, e(c, 
while it was utterly impossible lo pass the finger into the 
Tf^ina. As this lady's husbanc] threatened to obtain a 
ilivorce, I looked upon her case as justifying the experi- 
ment. Bo, fully explaining to her our ignorance on the 
subjwt, I projMJsed a eeries of experimentnl incisions, etc. 
etc., lo whicli she readily coawnted. Thinking the divLiion 
of the irritable spasmodic outlet to be the only rational 
operative procedure, I at first divided only the edges of the 
hymeneal membrane on each side of the fourcliette. No 
relief ensued. AfYer waiting for the wounds to heal, I 
divided the parts «^in at the same points, extending the 
inciaiona deeply, however, through the mucous membrane, 
and through some of tlie fibres of the sphincter muscle. 
This was followed by some improvement; she could bear 
the introdiyition of one finger without preat pain, and could 
even tolerate two, but with considerable suffering. I now 
saw Ihnt the bymen itself was the focus of the excessive 
eenaibility, and proposed to cut it out entirely, and aller- 
wanls to repeat the lateral incisions as before, making ihem 
deeper, and rendering the dilation permanent by the uaeof 
a properly constructed vaginal dilator. By tliis time the 
mother ot^ the lady had come to the very just conclusion 
that I was experimenting on her daughter. I told her that 
it was true, and atten)pied to explain to her the propriety 
of such a course when a lawsuit and divorce were in pro- 
spective. The mother, however, was inexorable, and un- 
fortunately removed her daughter from my care. Never- 
theless, her improvement was so great that I have no doubt 
of her fulfilling the relation of wife under some difliculties. 
The experience gained by this case was of great value lo 
me. A few weeks aAcrwarda, ainguhirly enough, another, 
case fell into my hands — the wife oi a clergyman, who had 
been married for six years. Sexual intercourse was impos- 
sible. Several surgeons had been consulted, without re- 
ceiving any explanation of the case, and of course, without 
relief. On examination, I discovered a sanguineous, mu- 
cous, irritab'e tumor at the mouth of the meatus urinarius, 
and notwitlisianding the experiments already related, per- 
suaded myself that this tubercle was the cause of all the 
trouble. The tumor was removed and its seat cauterieed. 
In due time, she returned home, but came back in a few 
days to report a persistent state of virginity. On a more 
minute examination, I found the oa»e to be in all particu- 
lars precisely like those previously related, but not quite so 
intense in its man [testations. The slightest touch at the 
reduplication of tlie hymeneal membrane with a feather or 
a camel's hair pencil, produced us severe suffering as if she 
were cut with a knife. 

While this lady was under treatment (April, 1859), a 
fourth case came under my observation. 'The lady'liad 
been married three yeai's. Sexual intercourse had been 
imperfectly accomplished a few times during the first few 
weeks al^er marriage. She innocently supposed that all 
women had to suffer as she did, and tried to bear it like a 
good Christian, but her aulTerinp were so intense that she 
at last looked with the greatest terror on the approaches of 
her husband, to whom she was devotcdlv attached. At 
her earnest entreaties, her husband, who was equally 
devoted to his wife, ceased all efforts at sexual intercoui'Se, 
and they hved and loved as innocently as two little chil- 
dren. But at length the mother of the poor timid girl 
began to wonder why after three vcars of marriage her 
daughter, who seemed to be healthy, and who had a 
healthy, vigorous, young husband, had not become pregnant, 
and ventured to speak of her disappointment in not being 
advanced to the honorable title of grandmother. Upon 
this, the daughter heaitalingly explained the whole lo the 
mother, who immediately brought her to me. I fotind pre- 
cisely the same condition of things aa already described. 
■ Three weeks after this, my friend, Dr. Harris, of E. 80'h 
Bt:, New York, brought me another (the fifth) case. The 
patient tiad been married two and a half years, and, in con- 
sequence of her persistent virginity, her nusband was truly 



unhappy. I had now (June, 1859) three cases under 
observation at the same time. To cut short this long nar- 
rative, I will simply say that afWr many experiments and 
disappointments, all were perfectly cured in August, 1859. 

(To b» Cbniinued.) 
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HEALTH OF THE ARMY OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 

[Ta th* EdllcT of tha AanicxK Midicil Tnua.) 
Sir : — Since I last wrote, our course has been winding and 
devious, long fatiguine marches, heavy night and guard 
duly, and working in uie trenches and swamps about New 
Madrid and Island No. 10, and, finally, the whole command 
of Gen. Pope densely packed upon steamboats, went down 
to Fort Pillow to invest that place. After two days' labor 
we were mostly ordered buck up Ihe river to Hnipburgh, 
to aid Gen. Huleck in his attack upon Corinth. We were 
about six weeks in and about New Madrid^ and before we 
left the mtn began lo suffor with severe diarrhoea assum- 
ing a typhoid character, presenting many of the graver 
symptoms which were so fatal in Upper Missouri during the 
winter. But fortunately for the army we soon marched, 
and but few cases in ihe command proved fatal. 

Of the primary ampulntions performed there after the 
battle I know several died before I left, and others were 
not progressing as well as Could Oe hoped, though 1 do not 
think it was tor lack of attention, as everything was pro- 
vided for their comfort that could be had. I regard the 
fatality as caused by tlie serious character of the wounds, 
moat of the injuries being produced by round shot and shell, 
producing such depression of the powers of life that reac- 
tion does not seem to fully re-establish itself. Such was the 
fact in the case of a Lieutenant-Colonel of the 4Tth Illinois, 
who had a leg torn off by a round shot at this place on 
Friday last. He was a stout, healthy, vigorous man ; the 
leg was carried away below the knee, but he never rallied 
from the shock, though every means was used to save him. 
In our shipment from New Madrid, Missouri, up and down 
the river, we were ^atly crowded and kept on steamboats 
nine or ten diiys. 'The consequence was that meab were 
irregular, sleep broken, and Ihe whole command were hear- 
tily sick of a steamboat and glad to again set foot on shore. 

From long confroemenl and irregularity diarrhoea became 
very severe, and for the first week I began to fear wew-era 
going to have serious trouble. But as soon as we began to 
advance and leave the Tennessee river, and the men could 
get their meals regularly, diarrhoea began lodiminish. At the 
present time the command is encamped on high rolling or 
ridge land in timber, which afford? good shade from the hot 
sun, and the health of the left wing is very good indeed, 
and crinstantly improving. I am unable to speak regarding 
that of the centre and npht wing, only from what I heard 
a General say to-day regarding his own division in the cen- 
tre. He stated the health of his men was good and every 
day improving, now they have got away from the river and 
the eCBuvia arising from the old battle-field. From the con- 
dition of our own command, and all circumstances com- 
bined, I judge that the health of this whole great army is 
very good, and every day getting better. 

It is true that there are a good many sent back down the 
river to hospitals, and there are still some left at Pittsburgh 
and Hamburgh landings ; still to one long accustomed to 
see sick crowds and such an immense force together as is 
con^egated here, I think the Mckness very moderate, and 
we nave every reason to congratulate ourselves on the pre- 
sent sanitary condition. Of one thing T am quite certain — 
let ours he called good or bad, I learn from reliable son ces 
tliat that of the cnerny is far worse ; and in every place 
we liave occupied of theirs they have left indubitable traces 
behind that disease and death have reaped a rich harvest. 
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The diaeases most prevalent here »re diairhcea, some 
dysentery aod intennillent feier, and also some conjunc- 
tjvitos. The diarrhcea is most troublesome, though of B 
mild chsf acter, and but very few caaes, as yet, have proved 
falaL I notice one peculiarity about it, that it ia attended 
with great languor and feeling of debility and prostration, 
and, aa the boys say, " weak in the knee?," This feeling 
b not dependent upon frequency of stooU, aa I know from 
experience, but I judge it is in proportion to the miasmatic 
influences upon the syatem. Those cases feel it most who 
are most susceptible to that impression, consequently qui- 
nine is freely used in its treatment, I have had occasion to 
use nearly all the remedies recommended, and of these I 
find opium stands at the head, and then one can combine it 
with bisQiutb, aeetAS pliimbi, and tannin. In many cases 
rhubarb and soda coml)ined act like a charm, and in others 
dilute aulph. acid seema to produce a like efTect, and with 
coDlinueJ diarrhcea Fowler s aolution often acts admirably. 

The wounded of the battle of Friday last, in which the 
enemy atl^usked our advance and flnaliy retired, have mostly 
been sent to Hamburgh and shippeidown the river. The 
severest cases are here as yel, and mostly doing well We 
are daily expecting to have a general fight, yet I nhould not 
be surprifled if it did not come ofl" for even tw^ weeks yet, 
but when it does come look out for hard worlt It is said 
that doctor^ nurses, and general supplies, are abundant at 
the river, having been sent out by the difierent states in 
anticipation of a great battle. 

Yours truly, 

CaARLEfl H. Rawsom, 
Surgtvn Zd Dmt. Army Jftu. 

Hub Couhte, Mi; 11, WS. 



COMPLIMENT TO A VOLUNTEER SURGEON. 

[To tbs Editor of tha Aututus MurCAl. Tnn] 
Sir l — I send you the accompanying correspondence 
between the medical atalT stationed at Newport News, and 
the medical inspector at Fortress Monroe, by way of illus- 
trating that the labors of the volunteer army surgeon are 
not always unappreciated. A few daya before the action 
between the Monitor and Merrimac, Dr. Eisenlord was 

Sromoted to the charge of the brigade hospital at Newport 
lews, and was on duly at the time the fight took place. 
The number of the wounded, and the character of their 
wound^ were such that the most untiring exertions were 
called for fi'om all concerned in the care of the sufiering 
ones. Among other capital operations eight or ten 
amputations were performed. I submit' sir, the following, 
which will speak for itseli; premising that I am confident 
the compliment was well earned. 

SUROEOH. 

Tonam Mmnoi, T*^ U>r ■!, ISO. 

OiBF Binxii, Htw«)«T Nbwi, Ya., Uanh It, IgSI, 

Smr—Under drcunistances with which you are well 
acquainted, we, the surgeons and aa.-jstant surgeons doing 
duty at this station, respectfully and very particularly 
recommend to your notice, Surgeon A. M. F. i-isenlord of 
the 7th N. Y. Voli We do so on account of Uie good ser- 
vices which he haa rendered for the lasC two days (in the 
action between the Monitor and Merrimac), and also on 
account of the valuable assistance we have received during 
our arduous labors, it is but an act of justice to him an3 
an advantage to ourselves, to lay these facta before you 
our medical director, etc. 
Respectfully yours, 

JoaiAH CoRTiB, Brigade Surgeon. 
Db. Cbas. Gray, Surgeon 11th N. T. Vols. 
" L. McLean, " 2d " '' 

" H. B. Whittkn, Assist Surg., 2d N. Y. Tola. 
" J. Stebmboro, " " ist " " 

" John Howe, " lat " " 

To Joas M. Opileb, M.D., Surgeon TJ. S. Army, and 
Medical Director, Fortress Monroe, Ya, 



accounts of Surgeon Eisenlord. Please congratulate hie 
for me, and say that the communication sent me by you 
has been presented to the commanding general, and I will 
send it to the surgeon -general of the State of New York. I 
take great pleasure and pride in doing justice to all. 
Yours truly, 

JoHH M. Cdtleb, Ft. Monroe, Va. 
To Brigade Surgeon Josiab Curtis, 
Newport News, Va. 



HcMtal fctos. 



Sir Benjamin Brodie. — At a meeting of the Council of 
the Royal College of Surgeons of England, ^n the dlh 
insL, it was unuiimously resolved that the following ad- 
dress should be forwarded to Sir Benjamin Brodie: — 
"The Council, in accepting the resignation of Sir Ben- 
jamin Collins Brodie, express their unfeigned regret at the 
loss of his services in maintaining at all times tJie dignity 
and efficiency of tliia College, At the same time, they 
desire to record their estimation of his high proiesBiDnal 
character, evinced by researches which have contributed 
to enlarge the boundaries of science, and enhanced by 
offering, in the course of a long and successful career, 
an exaniple of conduct calculated by its adoption ta ek- 
vate tlie aui^ical profession in the respect and esteem of 
society. The Council fervently trust that Sir Benjamin 
Brodie may long enjoy the well-earned fruits of his un- 
blemished reputation, and the priceless satisfaction of 
having conscientiously dischar[.>ed his duties. Cssar H. 
Hawkins, President Royal College of Sui^eons of Eng- 
land, May 5th, 1862."— iKiuft Med. Jour. 

The Nortr Eastern DiBFENaAsr. — This new institntioD 
is now organised and in very successful operation. Il ii 
situated at the corner of Lexington avenue and 51st «r«et. 
Dr. Alexander Uadden is the house physician, and Dr. ?. 
A, Thomas the visiting physicion. The following are the 
attending physicians: Drs. Geo. F. Shrady, K H. Davis, 
Ellsworth Efiot, P, W. McDonnell, Seth Oeer, H, M. 
Brush, Guido Furmnn, P. de Marmon, J. E. McGregor, 
Charles W. Packard, J. H. Hinton, J. L. Little. The 
dispensary is open daily from 6 a.v. to 4 p.m., and is 
destined to furnish medicine and advice to thatportion of 
the city comprised between 6th Avenue, East River, and 
north of 40th street, so far as the Board may from time to 
time direct 

Mdrdir bt a Lunatic — An inquest was held at Mullin- 
ga^recently on the body of a lunatic named Cunninghaai, 
who was strangled by another inmate of the lunatic 
asylum. There were four in the same dormitory. The 
murderer, Sarrell, who had become very quiet, rose from 
his bed in the dead of the night, and, Eteafthlly approach- 
ing his companion white asleep, killed him almost instan- 
taneously, andwaa attempting to do the same^'ilh anotber 
inmate, when the keeper's attention was aroused. The 
latter tlien became the object of a fierce attack, and the 
infuriated maniac was overpowered and secured with great 
difficulty . — Lancet 

The Sgz of Eggs. — M. Qenin, in a communication lately 
addressed to the AcadSmie des Sciences on the subject of 
the sex of eggs, stat«s that after a careful study of the 
subject for three years, he is convinced that those which 
contain the germ of the male have wrinkles on their small- 
er ends, while those which are to bring forth females have 
smooth extremities. 

Medical Defartuent or thi UxrvERSiTT or the Paci- 
fic — The fourth commencement of this institution As 
held March 13th, 1862, and the degree of Doctor of Medi- 
cine was conferred on five candidates. The daily attend- 
ance on lectures is reported to be twice as lai^ aa e.ver 
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SPECIAL NOTICES. 



Fnm lh« IBth U> the SSlh iij of Mtj. l»ft 

I>*<iaa;— Uen,ST: irorn'n,n: bi>ji.l1«; girlg. lot-toul, *M. Aduitt, 

IM; cbEJdnn, SIS; ihaIh. 90b ; f^mtleA, W1; (oLi>t«*1^ }D. Inftants uhiIct 

Wuftanot tft. 140. Clil1iinDn|>Dn<dr>rnitlvepiin-nu.lB; (lire lin. 101), 

AnuiiiE (ue cuisriar dsiUi w* notl«:~ip.iplex)-, T; InfuiUls oooiol- 

•limt,t<l: croup. IS: dlpbUwrl*. 1 : Hwlet fev«r, 1 1 ; lypbni and lyphuld 

wiiIdie coueh. i; mnslri. I. !89 dealba umimd IVtiai 
•MM, wiaSt Ovm Tlolent cuhl «* -•» native, ud 110 hirclm ; 
n T« ouiio [nni Irrluiil; 11 died In Iha Clly Cliuili«(; uT wluiin 14 
Um Bcllenua BuapIUL 

t or (he Atmoiphf rial Record of the EoaUm msprnearr, ktpl In 
Uh Uuket butldlim. No. M Kuen Urcet, N«w Vorfc. 
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aiear. wiihfffth Hind, evanlne. SM.BuItrj; t^miwst with nlnat 4 r.M.; 
moch more nln frll north aadennthorTth Ward. Itauil (he plxoeufUieia 
obHrraikiBa; eianlag, clear and plruut. Uth, Day Dioaily clear; wind 
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MEDICAL DIARY OF THE WEEK. 

I Kiw Tons HolFiTaL. I>r. Ilaleled. taalf-pMl 1 r.l 

J BULLITUB HcMPlTlL,I>r.TlKDM«,balt-|IUtl m 



f BiLUTira HospiTii, Dr. logmte, haU-paat 1 r.u. 
I Ohhthuluic HiiariTAi,Ure.ltieuhaii«aQaBdQuTl>h,1i 
[ Stw Tou lloBPiTaL, Dr. Markoa. halTpaat 1 r.u. 
I Niw Tone UoaPiTiL, Dr. Cock, half-past 1 r.u. 

BH,Li>ua lltiarRAL. Dr. fayra. la Uoa, halfpaM I r.i 
J - - Si. Flint. IL Uoa., S r^ 
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SPECIAL NOTICES. 

N»w York SABiTABr Associatiob. — A Staitd MontMy 
Meeting of this Auociation wiU be held ai 8 P.M., Thurtday, 
June 5th, at Room No. 19, Cooper InilituU. Dr. Lassino 
wiUpremnt, prelimiaary to the resuming of the ditcastion of 
the tabject which teaa laid over at the lait meeUrui, "A 
description of a Plan for the Control and Supprettion of 
Venereal Diteaie." Friend* of memhvn are retpect/uUy 
invited to attend. 

Nkw York ConHrr Uedical Societt.— TAo Sated 
iSontlay Meeting of thia Society mUhthM at Vie Cottege of 
Phyridanx and Sitrgeon$, cor. Fourih iltwntM, and Twenty- 
third ttreet, im Monday next, June 2d, at 8 o'clock P.M. 
Scientific communications and disctitnont expected. The 
gfofesnon are respeclfully invited to alfend, 

Nkw Yoke Academt of Medioihk. — Db. A. Clakk 
viiU eontinue his remarkg on " Albuminuria" on Wednesdag 
Evtning, June ilh. 



WatBindTDK. Mar ^"i 1^1. 

An Army Medical Board will assem- 

tlnn of appllcaau for admlHlnt] Into tbe Medical Corpa of (ba Atrit. In 
addition [o thc-ordliKi7 raoulramanta of mnnl charaetar, medlnl and 
•ur^cal kno>lcflite, fiiod addemlc ediieacinn. and Mnnd pbyalcal eonJl- 
tliin. Iho appllcaou mnetbefiiintllarwlih tbcprlnelpleaof hj^fna and tha 
caodl(Iiinaneeaiaat7 to Iba hnlih of Iha tnupg In boqillala, o>inpa,and 

ApplIoatloDamuat ba ad'^rpaeed to the Secretary of War. tbronah tha 
Bargnin-Oenrnl ; miut lUte the »iidenc« of the appllnnt. aod (ba data 
and place of blablrtb. They most aleii be accompantrd (refercncea vlU 

miinil and pbyslml qooliflnallnoi irqulalio rorfllllii(crMUUblytlia rrapon- 
ilhlH Btallnn. and I'nr pcrTormlnc aLly the arduuua fad active dutlaa or an 
omwrottheUadloil Staff. 

Applleahta mntl be bervi'en itcgtttt.^iu and tuHUff-MffHt jan of afa. 

Ku allowaiicD l» uiade fur the aiwnaea of prramia imdrrrtlnc thaaa ai- 
amlDBtl'ina. aa th^y are ItidlBpensable prereqai'ltaa lo appolarinantj hnt 

tianaporiallon od obi'vln; Iheir flrat order. 
Thereana Dov, and aoan irlll oeeur, i^eral vacancla In Iba UcdlGll 



Dr. Elisha Harris 



Ho. 43 BAST TWENT7-THIBD BTRBET, 

Batwean Fourth A vanue and MadlMn Bqnare. 



Dr. NtEGGERATH 



125 WAVERLEY PLACE. 



Dlt. JUUUS HOMBEROER, 

Speciality : IDiseuses of ll)c (Esc, 

orad to 

24 West 12th Street. 

Omoi HoEw: JFro" •-^'I *-"■ 



John W. Shedden, Apothecary, 
BOB BoiietT, ear. ttb St. 



by Dnnean Floekbut & Cc 



P. W. Bedford, 
i»H:A.RM:A.OEXJTIST. 

745 Sixth Avenue, near Forty-fourtK i&reet. 



w 



m. H. Davol, M.D., late Physician 

to L. I. Call«a Hoqitul. BnioklyB. ranovad to St. ^nl. Mtnn. 
F«raiu(a._C. I^Wtcbell, U.D.T. L.MBaun,U.n., pHit U. N. Chab. 
HJ>. of Brooklyn; Piot. Aaitln Flint, M.U., l^f. B. F. BarHet 



M.II., of New York. 



To Physicians. — For Sale: a large 
eoonly and 'lllaga praetlea with a half Intereat in a drvg bouia, In 



1 Inquire of U. M. Wood, 



TSE FIRST NUMBER OF THE 

American Journal of Ophthalmology 

JULina HOMBEROER, H.D., Editor. 

WILL BK OUT IN THE COURSE OF THIS MONTH. 



OnlMphlliertllaor thaCnnJonetln. Br Di 
On Blrahlimua Coneornllau, By the Edltuj 
The UAlvrraal Sodaly of C^tualmolofr. 



.yCjOOC^k 



■ AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES ADVERTISER. 



E. & S. FOUOERA, PHARMACEUTISTS, 
Ko. 30 N. William st., N. York, and No. 169 Atlantic st, Brooklyn, 

GENERAL AGENTS FOR THE FOLLOWING PREPARATIONS: 

Aonrra: T. METCALF h CO,BoaroN, Mass.; TL P. WAKELEE, Sah Francisoo, Calctorhia; B. I» 
MASSQT, Si. Locib, Mo. ; t Baltimom, MAaiLAins kto, m. 

To be kad aho f ron tbe lint claM Dms Store*. 



ALBE8PBTRB'& BLISTERING TISSDa 

. ThliTUanilailoij'traKiblB.beliicofsiuilfonnMnii^IhuidblliUrtnc 

/■iSjiWflton* IprSutljxiUv etunlry Phgiiciant't /'AarauctJUifa, wd 
P-ttttMt. QtaaMj UHd IdUwcMI prncUoa; It 1( the snlj setttnplortd 
Id Uh mitlT* uinlsa ud hoipltila of FruM 

ALBBSrETBEV BP18FA8T1C PAPER, U»n»il ftirtiulsUliilBt blU- 
Un, Ln praTenDH to aaj dnwln^ olnOnvpt*. 



AjiproTtd br tbe Fnnift Andemj' of Uedletoe — Dillf preteribed trltb 
*ucceM bf CW HorgMkia M lii|*. TImm ili^pfKlM ■» inperiDc to uj 
ilmlJu pnipenUoDL 



QENEVOIX PURE OIL OF HORSE CHESN0T8. 

Thl* A-'m-OoBT [irBp«r»tloB It unong tlia ngmdrotu lopt«l uptia- 
UoDt [loWfHKd bT Ibenpestica, tbabfel eitenul remed; forOort,Biini- 

N.R. ft UrimntniporUtnt.VB ipplytng thl» oil. to nib ^bOj OB the 
*. _z_,_ '-a>n«i;ai^ja(ij^I^,j^ tJUf^ 



Inllunedpin, tti 



£. GblNEVOlX PheiL. U 






BLANOARD-S TILLS OF IODIDE OF IRON. 

K«iT irf^"l^"^^"T *f^ of Jt^flli^'n^^reB^" Ui? Iodide of Iron •• 



jtnpendoD, odIUh; tb« propertlef 

Each plJI eontalDt ODe|Teli> of Jodldeof It 

l^lll 1 dBj. Noaa >n genuine uhlrh h«?e 

■tUKbed to the loirer »rt of tbe cork, Ac., Ac. 

" L, Ha « Rue Bonn! 



^ of tbe cortAt, 



BONJEAN'S EKOOTINE &. DRAG6ES OF ERGOTINE. 

Sof^taW9 SrooU^t. or parlfled EktnFl of Ervot. It tbe exinf dve prlD' 
«1pLourB*ealaCuriiiituiii,ralDual*j polnaDoaa aubeunc*- Id comeqneDoo, 
Bm^tan,'! Srgotiiu miir ba f^Ita in doiei pnponloDats to the dannr ^ 
theaa«a,wlUHiilIuirriBkA>r LheliTeDrihepiitlcDl. 'i'he d'H of An^o'e 
SraoUin li from Ave to 10 gnia*. dilty. On* dragte (Ibrte gnliu) Buy 
bo glveD, cniabed, avstf two at Ehne boon, In tome gnT* ousa of uUrlDe 

1.ABEL0HTE, Phen, Nol 11 Sbe Bairbani, TUItaeaTS. ParU. 



QDEVENNE'8 IRON AND DRAGfiES OF IRON 

BT HTDBOOEN. 

PbTilelui dealmia to bin a lUtbRll Ktlcle, will pneerlbe 0tmUii4 
Qum m it'i Jroti, wMcb la alnTi nnltorm and rallobl*, and quite dlOertDt 
from tbe eomiQereltl IroD \>y tirdrof^n. 

ItoeniealD auall bottlat. *1th atlo apooo ooBt^Bhu two gnlu of Inm, 
whieb It a doae. £. GEHEVOIX, 14 Ew det Beuu ARa, Park 



«*LEBEL'8 SATONDLES OF COPAIVA, &&, &o. 

1 ba nsMoodlf aotlon d CopolT* on tkr atomish, oonalBg nameoii ene 
latlona iBd pside demwemeDla, reDdora It* eoniliioed OBiploTDKnt ofloj 
impoatlblB. lu Lebel'i BBTOBulto, tbe BalHDLbrlu aafunlllislloa wlU 

._ .. .. . ._ . . . ^ij^^ iIj^^ ludl™tlon lieu; and It 

ogiBt fgno and dlagulM Dodsr a ooat 
a dragee, neither oSrnd the algbt Iiu 



re read}, beddet 

._„ .. ^ , neoverodbj aug: 

dlqileoae the polaM^ 



PIERLOT'S VALERIANATE OF AMMONIA 

rOK SIRTOVS AFFSOTIOSa. 
Thla pnpandon la not at ill lite the one prepind bj Apolbnsriea. after 
thoftormDlt p1.b1l>faed In Itae louroali; lie odor. Itl tuts, and aboio all. lie 
ancetai, when the oUier on« lUti, will tell it odcb hour dlObreBt thoj m 
one IWhh the otbor, 

Ommlnt FitrleCt Falerianalt /if AmnoaOi la > molt emoidaiii 
KDwdf In Jfturaiala, KpUfprt. ContuMvm, Uailtria, Ac, 4a 
1>0*B.— Two to three toaipDunruli dillr, 

FIERLOT, Pben., 40 En* Uaiuino, Porlft 



BOtrDATTLTS PEPSINE, 

BncMteftillT prBMTlbed lb Dytptptia, Gatlralgta, !■ tlm u 
(H^MHsia, Id oArsulo Mfatt, and ilM to imM tvmmng 4k 



• diT,]ul bdbn 



LABELONYE'S GRANULES OF DIGITALIS, 

Euh Gmale oootilni one (hud of i rnlB of Hjdn>-ileolHlle EiVsct of 
DlCltiUa ParpnTM. Tfalt prepsntloB It an aioellen: aeditlTe. a povsrtul 
diuretic ind It pecfectlr Koepuble to th* ItomKb. Tbe; nfoliu w*H 
the PyiUaUom of On Mtart, Incruaa ripldlj th* Brlnarj leaetlon*. Kt 
remarLiblr well iQ Iba t^trvfUM PaXpiiatkm^^ Anttttitrnt^ lul ffyptr- 
tmjMit of lb* Hian. Id variou £lDdl of Dropelet, l«liicli<*llT the** 
lyuiplomn**- '-- **■' *'"-* 

BonrboB TlHepenTa, Piirtt. 



LABKI.O 



idIm dillT. 
YE.riifn.. II 



Thli 



donbLll 
Deailiie 



FRUNEAU'S ASTHMATIC PAPER. 

' ' of Dltnt* of Potaih. Btll*- 

t well. iDd lu pleaaant faDna 

iDunedlBltIr ul oppreeekiDI. 
■'■" PhaB. Nii>™. FiuicE. 



ir.^SS'k'l 



E. & S. FOUGERA'S COMPOUND DRAGfiES OF. 
SANTONINE. 

Th«i*1>ngtnMinposndof Santcnlneindilallplneuwit the •aawtlina 
TcnnlfDff* and pormtlvn — being cooled witb aneiir tbay m ple^tnt la 
tilth oron fur chlldreiL Etch DrwA* cunulD* bilr a gnlo Eintonlnt aBt 
aneflnhofi ^laln of Jaliplne, with chncolate uid cnsifd wlib tufu. 

l>ogg.— Ttp to tweWo a daj for an adult, repeated three dayi 



GELI3 ii CONTE'S DRAGfiES OF LACTATE OF 
IRON. 

.dp^rooMf IM U* lynteh Aoadtna of JfedMH, 
LperloritT of aclloD of the LactiiU of Iron la dulr ■■Irlbaftd to Ht 
.i..n,.._ 1.. .t ^j. <..._ T. ..■j..i 1^^ ^, (i/orotia. 



PAULLINIA-FODRNIER 

t* dlTlj adtnlBlatend aa i toulc ud piioolptllT for th* nerfoaa iTttem, 
hence Iti idriDligoou* ippUcAtlon fur Kturatgia, Jl4adadU. conTulaluba 
of th* atomieh. Aa., Ao. It It tkvonblr ap^jXeo of by I>n 1>oueiem, 
inaou.. erttolie. *o, dw. Ho. M Itne d'ABjoii Bt. MoBort. P«Ha. 



E. & a. FOUGERA'S DRAG£E3 AND SYRUP OF 
PYROPHOSPHATE OF IRON. 

TbeoncBcj of thia new prepATotloD. copteJolng two Impnrtvit elementa 
of our ej^UoL Iron ind Phorpbom^ la admitted by all PhTelcteDt wbo 
hiveempl^F^K- Ilolng )«rna eaallr bj Uw moil drllcii* iiunLtch^ p 
ureMrorr uril wlIbromi;lHllot;lt It need with deddi'd iKiwOt In euci 
of atturat dibllUf. AnmBiin, Dj/lp^itla, ifauralgia, uJ pHndpiIlf 

lloin.— Two to four Diagnst. tbrre thnea i di;. or > dcltert to ■ tei- 



fpno I 



PERSONNES lODINISED OiL. 

^n BT THE FKEHOn ACADEMY OF UKDICiyS. 

ontnlnlng Iodine Id id eZaimntiry oomMiutlaii, It Terj oiuch 
rlor; It hu gtnt adnnrtge* ovijr 



cralUialtEaB be admliilatered la an 

r the patl..'DL IIlDord iiya: Ibit the cure, orit lew tem* mixlina- 

edOII, than with cud liver OIL Thit oil It mod In tbe tun nwaaa 
ir oIL D.3ii.~A lnupooDful two or three tlnia a day. 

No. IS Bi* Boorbon TIlIoMnra, Pwit, 

E. A 8. FOVGERA, Pharmnceulists, IVew York and Brookljn, 

Gbkbral Aobntb for thb abotk Fripakatioxs.. 



N3. rnARMACEOTiBTB AifD WHOLESALE Drugoists will find it to their advBDtaiKO to send Tor i 
Price CnrrMit, in which the pricee of Iroported French Medicinal Preparationa arc mnch reduced. 
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JACOBI ON DBNTTTION AND ITS DEBANGEMEN^. 



jBM,T,iBai, 313 



®ri(|mai f rrturts. 

COURSE OF LECTURES 
DENTITION AND ITS DERANGEMENTS. 



Br A. JACOBI, M.D., 



LKornBB IX — Part L 
Iktantilb life is remvkable both for its namber and vari- 
etj ofcutaoeona afiectionB. Even foelal lire m not exempt; 
partial absence of cutis, anomalies in its formation (nBevi), 
•nd the reaults of plastic inflammation to iuch an extent 
aa to render atropine, and even amputate limb*, beside 
others, are Dot at all unumi^. The first period of in&nc; 
develops a number of cutaneoua affections, the first predis- 
ptKJtion of which has been given in the development nf 
the akin during foetal life, viz. ichthjoeis, pnirigo, and 
aypliilidea. Indurstioo of the cellular tissue, oftentimes 
depending on refrigeration of the skin soon after birth, 
sugilliitions resulting from difficult deliveries, and the re- 
sults of inaect bites, belong to the earliest ae«. 

Erythematous inBammations of the suiface, and more 
general inflammations of the cutis complicaied with more 
or leas deep erosions— intertrigo^are ^quent occurrences 
in infancy. They belong mostly to such infanta aa are 
vanting lu cleanliness, especially those in whom urine and 
faces are allowed to remain in contact with the akin, while 
at a more advanced age the development of large quanti- 
ties of litt in the subcuianeoua tissue, frequently combined 
with scrofulous tendencies, and anomalies in the nature of 
intestinal eicrelions, are more frequently attended with 
such a result. Uncommonly high color of the newborn — 
erythriasis — is sometimes seen after too protracted a labor, 
and pressure on the infantile cutis, or resulting from 
warmth of the tint baths. Erysipelatous inflammations of 
the skin, obstructions and inffamma^ions <f the sebaceous 
follicles — furuncles" are sometimes primary, aometimes 
secondary results of either inflammation and suppuration 
of the umbilical vein, or pysmiu of the mother, or trauma- 
tic injuries. The sebaceous follicles' particularly give rise to 
trouble in this early age^ Being excessively active, and 
most abundant on the scalp, the secreted tallow, mixed 
with epidermoidal scales and extraneous matter, forms 
what has frequently been called an eruption — eeborrha-a. 
Miliaria is frequently seen on infants during summer, after 
warm baths, in hot rooms and bedding (prickly' heat)'. 
Strophulus, papulous erythema, local pityriasis, nettle rash, 
roseola, ecBema, and impetigo, are frequent occurrences 
both in infancy and childhood. Herpes is occasionally 
observed, especially in the course of acute feverish dis- 
oaaee; fevera, gangrene, itch, are sometimes seen from 
persistent want of cleanliaesa ; prurigo, psoriasis, lupus, 
knd carcinoma are rare, but occasional, exceptions. 

Many of the cutaneous affections, more or less common 
to all ages and either sex, have not t>een mentioned here, 
but enough baa been sud to prove the frequent occurrence 
of botli severe and mikl forms of diseases in the infantile 
skin. It is but natural that It should be so. For there is 
DO organ of the infantile body which, after having been 
protected from external influences during foetal tile, is so 
auddenly called to unaccustomed action and unwonted 
eit^mal infiuencee and injuries, as the skin. A fine illus- 
tration of this fact is given by what has been called jaun- 
dice of the newborn. The sudden change in the circula- 
tion of the newly born, and the irritation produced by the 
influence of the toaoepbett, and the consequent injection 

Am. UiK Tua, Tou IT., Ho. 23. 



of the vessels of the surface, give rise to the high red 
color of the cutis so commonly seen during the first rbort 
period of inhntile life. Transudation of bematine will 
usually take place; the amount of which, and the locality 
of it* depoMts, and the normal physiological transforma- 
tioDS (so weU observed In erosions, sugillations, and 
biemorrhage from any cause), determine the greenish yel- 
low color of the skin and sclerotica of infants after the 
third or fourth day. Thus this spurious jaundice has given 
rise to the impression in the eyes of many who do not 
know, or have not seen, the dangerous symptom of icterua 
atleniling inflammation of the umbilical blood-vessels and 
pyemia, that jaundice of the newborn is an almost neces- 
sary, and always innocent disease. In the majority of 
cases they are right, certainly; for this majority are dia- 
colorations of the surface brought on by the physiological 
transformation of the composition and color of transuded 
blood, and require no treatment nor particular care, while 
those fortunately not very frequent cases of real icterus 
resist every treatment and care. 

I may state here at onoe that hypertemia of tltf cutis is 
the principal cause, nay ihe only one, of a i&rgc number of 
different forms of cutaneous diseases. This condition par- 
tially dc|iends on increased action of the heart and arterial 
pTe>sure, partinlly on lessened ftinction of the centre of 
circulation, and venous obstruction. Hyporicmia of the 
skin may be local or general, slight or considerable. There- 
fore it is, that the same cause, according cither lo its niild 
or severe character, or individual impressibility, or its seal 
in superficial or deeper layers, may give rite to diflferent 
forms of exanlhems. It is, in icoordance with this, a pecu' 
liai ity of the infantile organism, that the character of dis- 
eases generally is in a large measure determined by the 
liability to hypenemia, local processes depending on hyper- 
temia and exudation being greatly more numerous than in 
advanced life. Therefore it also happens that many cutaneoua 
diseases, although we do not know of many exclusively 
peculiar to infantile age, afford quite a different lippeerauce, 
and exhibit a difl'erenl course from what is observed in Uia . 
same form of disease in the adult 

I have said that the same cause may produce different 
forms known by different names in the textbooks, aoil 
that this diflcrence of appearance depends mostly on the 
seat ik the pathological proce;:^ — liypernmia, or exudation 
— and individuality. Common to all these, however, and 
particularly those of the &nt class (hypertemia), is this 
symptom, that the high color of the integument is instantly 
removed by gentle pressure, and restored on the pressure 
being relieved-; while hemorrhage will not, or but little, , 
change its color, nor exudation lose its punfulness, or 
swelling, or yeflowish appearance, or superficial desquama- 
lion, either in larger flaps or small scales. 

The cBUBes- alluded to are almoH universally laid down, 
as high tempernture, moisture, local or general irritants, 
mechanical injuries, etc The process resulting fVom sucli 
causes consists of relaxation of the tissue, and consecutiva 
dilatation of the blood-vessels. Thus, it is explained, tliat 
liyi>enemia is the fint symptom of almost all both the 
acute and chronic exanthema, before exudation takea 
place. And it is further explained, why, with the impres- 
sibilily of the infantile cutis, almost all the acute and fever- 
ish diseases of infantile organism, in any of its parta, it 
ready to go along wiih some of the outward forms of con- 
secutive local hyfienemia of the skin. The injected con- 
dition of the cheeks in pneumonia and acute diseases of 
the respiratory organs in general, is one of the proofs for 
iL Exanthemalic typhus owes its name lo the occurrence 
of local hypersemias, either superficial and inoculated, or 
papular in consequence of exudation. The same if observed 
in cholera typhoid, Ei7thema is frequently seen in dis- 
eases of the brain, and aueclions of the stomach and intes- 
tinal tract are frequently complicated with urticaria. All 
these forms, because of tlieir dependency on an internal cause, 
have been called symptomatic, while those in which the 
local process can Im traced to a direct and immedi«t« in- 
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flueuce, have been baptized as idiopathic. Thus medical 
termioolocj and memory have been inundated by a larae 
number of superfluous and bewildering, though eitccedingly 
learned, names. I Bay so, because Ido not believe in the 
[etatniiig of 8u::h names, as for instance, erythema csJori- 
cuQi, erytliema solare, erjthenla venenale, erytliema trau- 
inatLcum, when it b lully sufficient, and equally as scientific, 
both to know and lo slate, Ibat the i^imple form of cuta- 
neous bypenemia, which we find conTenlent to call ery- 
thema to distinguish it from other forms, may be pro- 
duced by color, warmth, lol, sun, venenum, poisoD, and 
trauma, wound. 

Smne the time of Dr. Simon, of Berlin, whose clear 
understanding and studious habits the world prematurely 
had to bury within the Rates of a lunatic asylum, all the 
forms ofexantheine depending on either hyperiemia aloue, 
. or exudation, have been compri'hended by the term of dtr- 
matitis — inflammation of the skin. Although Uiis term 
miiy not appear to be appropriate to all cases, it is certainly 
true, that by following liis example the terminology of 
cutaneous diseases otherwise so complicated und embar- 
rassing has been greatly simplified. Thus erythema, ery- 
ftpelas, licrpes, urticaria, eczema, impetigo, li;:hen aad 
strophulus, and prurigo, are easily recognised in tiieir ana- 
tomical and physiologicul differences and similaritit^ in' 
Some simple hypeicmia, in »)me exudation either in or 
upon the cutis, being the prevailing element. A schematic 



exposition of the above 
following classification: 
HryOimia. Superfloial aci 

veHidea. Unilorm. 
Erysiptiu. Gtneral aci 

blUters. Uiilfumi. 



B readily understood in the 



e dermatitis. Without formation of 
I dennatiUa. 'With Ibrmatioa of 



dermatitis. With funoation of 

vesicles. Location limited. TypicHl course. 
nrUcana. Superfldal acute derumiitia. With foraiatiou of 

papulie. 
Ecaema. SuperQcial acute dertnaticia. With formation of 

TCMcles. Diffuse, No typical orarsa. 
Itajxligo Superficial acute dermatitis. With formation of 

pustule. Ctipious development of younjt cells. 
lAchejt (strophulus). Acute dermatitia With Ibrmatioa of 

oonical uoduli, mostly in fcroups. 
Pmrigo, Acute dermatitis. With formation dispersed in groups, 

Bfoall and fiat, and itching noduli. 
Soetola. Superficial acute denoBtitia. With fbrmation dia- 

These forniB of cutaneous eruptions are, more or less, 
IhOM which are by very many authors, and tlie public 
generally, attributed to the influence of dentition. To 
judge ol the truth ol such assumptions, we shall be enabled 
by either the affirmative or negative answer to a number 
of distinct questions. The nature of these answers will 
show if there is, in our caw, any truth for the "pott hoe," 
or rather " cum hoe," " ergo propter hoc." These questions 
are these ; Is there, between the protmsion of a tooth, 
and the appearance of the atiove mentioned cutaneous 
eruptions, a mere coincidence, or a direct canaality 7 Will 
■ 18 rfiow themselves with the swelling of the 
they disaipear with or after the final pro- 
truaion of a tooth or a group of teeth 1 Will they return 
with a renewed attempt of another tooth, or group of 
t«eth, to break through the gums? If there is a correla- 
tion, which ie it? 

The nature and etiology of those eruptions will finally 
help in deciding the above questions. 






ScROEON WitMAU S. KiBo, loug Meilical Director of Ge- 
neral Banks's corjis, has been detached and placed in charge 
of hospitiils in Pliiladelpliia. 

The Pomocopathista have a hospital in Washington, and 

are calliijg loudly for dentitions and contributions. It is to 

be hoped that its patrons will not contribute according to 

. tlie hon.CBOpatbic piincipie^-tliat the higher the dilution (Jie 

more potent the remedy t 
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Thi term, Brigbt's Disease, it is said, is generally used by 
the profession, to designate diseases which are es.<:enlially 
different in character. With this proposilion, which bat 
been, author! Bed by pwd paWiologists, 1 am disposed lo take 
issue. I do not l}elii:ve tJiat the different conditions of the 
kidney indicate diseases which are really different in tbeir 
character. It is the custom now to write and speak of this 
affection as presenting itself in two quite distinct forma: 
the largt while kidney and the emaU contracted ib'dney. Both 
tliese lurms were recognised and described hy Bright him- 
self Wilks (Guy's Hoppital Reports, vol. viii., p. 233, 2d 
Series) made this distinction the basis of his classification, 
adding three other forms. One which he denominates the 
" coarse kidney ;" another in which he finds fibrous tissue 
in excess, but in which there is no contraction : and a third 
which he calls the " simple fatty degeneration, but says at 
the same time, that it has nothing to do with Bright's dis- 
ease. Now, Sir, with reference lo this matter, it seems to 
me that the large white kidney, which is exceedingly well 
characterized in its appearance, and which has its own par- 
ticular symptoms, is, after all, but the result of a diseased 
action, wliich, by a little modification, can produce the 
smnll and contracted kidney, and that Wilks's additions are 
intermediate ibrms, and leally the preparations in the kid- 
ney for one or other of these two characteristic conditions. 
I'Siippose it is proper to say, that Dr. Bri^'ht himself in the 
paper which he published in Guy's Mospittd B^iortt, in the 
year 1836, piu^e 381, while he seems to prefer the opinioo 
that these difierent forms are really different stages of one 
disease, atill holds the following hmguage: "There may, 
however, be some reason to doubt whether the diSetent 
states of the organ are not rather evidence of modifications 
in the diseased action, than correct indications of the dura- 
tion of the disease." That, I believe, ia the true view, Sir. 
With reference to the different 'forms of the disease, the 
Academy may get some definite ideas of what I mean by 
aome very accurate drawings which were m)ecially made 
for me. some years ago. This is the large white kidney of 
Wilks and Goodfellow, and here is another of the same 
character. I'he upper one of these two represents the con- 
tracted kidney, while the under one shows an interme'^iate 
state, not the contracted, iobulated, or " hob-nailed" kidney 
like the one above it. Here are the external and sectional 
views of two which are white but not enlarged; and here 
are three which are neither white nor enUr^d, but yet are 
seriously diseased. That, for example, looks like a healthy 
kidney to the naked eye; it ia, however, a diseased organ. 
This one would hardly be regarded as a diseased kidney, 
and yet it was one which gave albumen during life and 

Eroduced death. This one is the horse-shoe kidney, formed 
y an istlimus of kidney structure acroes the spinal column 
which unites tlie two kidneys into one organ. The weight 
of these united organs is not quite equal to that of two 
healthy kidneys. I have had the section of tbe isthmia 
represented in order to show that it is true kidney or 
secr«ing structure. The color was unusual, an olive or 
greenish slale ; it was studded with brown and dark grains 
of hsmatoidine. One portionof the double kidneyia repre- 
sented as unopened, the other as opened. Both parts were 
studded with very minute pits. Albumen had been noticed 
in the urine for a considerable time previous to death. The 
patient had oedema. It is of the fibrinous or small variety, 
although it is not markedly diminished in sise. 

I will not at present enter npon the minute anatomj of 
these two forms, the contracted, or small or fibrous, and 
the large soa or white kidney, but will rewrre it for a 
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Tuture period, perhips a future ereoing. Hy ura at this 
moment is merely to aUte that while we hare these two 
apparentiy very distinct fonns, aod wblle one, as will be 
seen b^bre we get far on, i< attended bj particuUr symp- 
tom^ BO' that it can be recognised, tad the o^r as fre- 
quentlj ia not recognised at all, or onljr in its last stage, 
the^ are jet eabstactiallj the result of the same diseaaed 
action; and that the inlermediate conditions that have been 
called waxj and the firm kidney, etc., where there is ao 
diaoge ia size, are really the result of the game biiid of dis- 
eue, in some going on towards the large whita kidney, and 
ioVitbers tonduig to become the contracted kidn^. It is 
true that waxy kidney is spoken of in connexion with 
albuminuria, but out of a record of thirty_ microscopical ex- 
aminations of kidneys afiected with Brighl'a disease, pre- 
served in this book, only one could be regarded as having 
undergone the waxy degeneration in any degree. Indeed, 
in liiis the cells had not undergone the wasy transTorma- 
tion at all It was a fibrous kidney with a wsxy appear- 
ance of the fibres. I have seen the true waxy k^ney, but 
its occurrence is exceedingly rare, asd at present it may 
properly be qDeationed whether albuminoua urine is one of 
Its symptoms, or whether'it has any mora affinities to ihe 
disease we are considering than a cancerous or tuberculous 
kidney has. Kidneys often have a waxy appearance with- 
out having undergone in the slightest degree the true waxy 
degeneration. I'liis is often seen in the firm fibrous kid- 
ney. The fatty kidney is spoken of, and it is mads into a 
class by itself. The propriety of mttkiog a section for the 
fatty bdney seems to me, to be, at least, questionable. I 
do not believe that* there is any aich degeneration in the 
kidney or any part (rf the body that is tiot a mere accident, 
, that is not the result of a certain diseased action that afauuld 
have another name. In the cases that 1 have here record- 
ed, thirty in number, some of the kidneys that were most 
diseased did not contain one particle more of oil than in 
health; white in other cases, where the disease was incon- 
siderable, the oil existed in great abundance, and in (wo or 
three instances where the kidneys were not materially 
changed in «ize and where the diseaae wm of short dura- 
tion, there was still a lat^e amount of tat in the organ ; and 
in these instances there were abundant evidences that there 
bad been congestion of a very marked character, so marked 
that where the kidney was left to drain without being per- 
mitted to dry (by being wrapt in oil-silk), in one in 
the weight was diminished one and a half ounoes, 
Other instance three, and in anotlier two. I look i 
fatty degeneration as the result partly of the 
tion which in one instance will produce the large white 
kidney, and in another the contracted or "hob-nailed" kid- 
ney, as the case may be, and partly of a general condition 
of the system which favorB fatty deposits in otiier organs fs 
well as in the kidneys. As, however, it does not appear to 
exercise any unfavorable influences on the function of the 
organ, except where it is extreme (i. «. fatty degeneration), 
it seems to me better4p throw it out of the Gasification 
and consider it as an accident. 

Passing from this topic, we shall take up the conadera- 
tion of the frequency of Brighl's diseases of the kidney, in 
which a great deal of its importance is (o be found. There 
i* an impression now that the disease is growing more fre- 
quent, especially among those who are turning theii atten- 
tion to the subject 1 have thought that it might be of 
tuffioient interest to the members of the Academy, to note 
what Dr. Bright said of its frequency at the time he first 
observed the diaease, as this will show that the supposed 
increase is only apparent. In the paper before alluded to, 
be remarks, tliat the importance of this subject grows upon 
him as he studies it, and that he has been able to make, for 
the most part himself, one hundred post-mortem examina- 
tions, in a limited time ; ttiathe finds in each of the Ho^iials 
of London there are hardly ever less than twenty cases at 
a time, and believes that at any time forty cases niay be 
fonnd in Quy's Hospital alone. Further on he says, tliat to 
instruct himself upon this point, he axamined the urine of 



one hundred and thirty patieuts in his wards in the hos- 
pital, without reference to the nature of their diseases, and 
that he found out of these hundred and thirty that eigbtceu 
had a considerable quantity of albumen in their urine, and 
that twelve more had an appreciable quantity, and he 
reckons that in those wards at that time there were from 
one-sixth to one-fourth of all the cases that had albuminuria, 
and more or less of kidney diseases. Similar remarks to 
the end that the disease whs found in very considerable 
amount can be found in Christison, Rayer, and indeed in 
every writer who paid particuhir attention to it early. We 
now see nothing more than they saw. Ten years ago I 
was able to poitit out to tlie students at Bellevue Hospital 
in one single day fifleenjwell marked coses of albuminuris, 
and to give the histories of eauh of them on successive 
days.— At this moment in the hospiul among sixty-seven 
male patients there are five welt marked cases, and no 
search has been madeiiito the condition of those in whom the 
symptoms are not marked or obtrusive. These remarks 
tendto twopi.ints — one I have al:euly stated, and the other 
is to show us bow important the diseaae ia and how fre- 
quently it may exist in the practice of every pby^cian. I 
may now add (hat any physician in privala and pubLc 
practice, who seeks for the disease, will find it a great 
many times where he does not suspect it 

(To U CoaUxwa.) 

ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE CONDITION 

OF THE INSANE. 

Bv JOHN B. CHAPIN, M.D., 

It is a reasonahle presumption when the Committee of the 
Legislature which reported the bill for the creation of the 
Slate Lunatic Asylum expressed the conviction lliat the 
State should erect " hospitals adequate in number and 
extent to accommodate all our insane," they announced 

' ' ' 7 believed ought to be, and would become, its 
aller years. To what extent these expectations 
been realized, and wherein laws, which were enacted 
to subserve the important interesta of the insane, as was 
supposed, 4uive been shown in practice to be ineffective 
for this purpose, we have. endeavored in a previous number 
to point out. It remains then to inquire, as we pro- 
posed, what plans and suggestions for tlie improvement of 
the condition of the insane experience and practice may 
devise. In doing so we must never lose sight of the fttct, 
that insanity is a condition of disease suaceplifile of treat- 
ment, cure, and amelioration. In dealing with it other- 
wise, ignorance of its nature at once begets the irregulari- 
ties which go to make up the abuses of the insane. 

The defects which are most apparent, and out of which 
the evils of the present system of caring for the insane 
mostly grow, are; — 

1st. The existence of a Statute under which patients 
may be transferred from the State Lunatic Asylum and 
placed in the county poor-houses at the expiration of a 
certein period of t&eir residence (here, notwithstanding 
recovery has not taken place. 

In a previous article it was remarked that the feat of 
impairing the usefulness of the State Asylum, by over- 
crowding, induced such a modiGcation of the taw as to 
provide for tlie discharge of indigent patients sder a cer- 
tain lapse of time. The institution did become crowded 
very soon aflcr completion. The State was exceedingly 
tardy in making any provision for, its insane, indeed, 
behind Ohio, and other States second to it in resources M)d 
population. It could hardly be expected that a smKle 
hospital would be able to aocommodale the insane of a 

Eipulous and rapidly-growing State. Vi'hj, then, should 
gislatioa on this subject have raft^rence to a hospital 
of fixed proportions, and universally conceded to be l.irge 
enough, in the hope tiiat some plan might thus be devised 
to cause it to answer all future puiposeaf Yet, strange as 
it may seem, all the legislation which has been had t« 
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provide more genernlly for the insane, has been tie paa- 

S^ of the tunendmeDt, heretofore alluded to, which virtu- 
j permits one inBBtie pereon to be remoTed bom ihe 
Biaie hospital for the purpose of reoeiTing another. Of a 
giTen number of recent cases the majority wlU recover. 
Let us, however, suppose the case of a patient of the pau' 
per or indigent class admitted into the State Asylum. Be 

Kses through the acute stage of disease, and is left with 
mental facuities impaired. He becomes industrious and 
useful about a fiirm. He occupies a quiet ward, and under 
the r^ular operations of the institution is in a comfortable 
state uf mind Tel, in due course of time, or at the expira' 
tion of bia «llott< d tenm, be ie removed lo a county house 
— a building without a single arrangement or Msociation 
to ciinduce to his comfort and care, and utterly repugnant 
to his ftrelings.- Others, wlio are violent Or helpless — and 
of all classes Ihey most require those humane regulutiung 
vbich inlflllgence and siience devise — pass Iheir allotted 
ordeal and faS to the county officers, sa incurabk'S again, to 
proside for. They are sent to the cooniy poor-house 
where the insane are provided for without classilicstion, 
and with such restraints as will reduce the amount of 
attenrianie to tbe least degree. One result of this practice 
is, tluit county officers, finding themselves obliged to care 
for a certain number of insane persons of the incurable 
class, at length venture upon tbe reception into the poor- 
houses of acute cases. Another result is the legalization 
of these receptablea for the care of the insancL thus threat- 
ening to undermine the humane policy of eavlier years. A 
system, which lakes care of the insane person duriDg the 
acute stage of his disease, and virtually turns him out of en 
asylum incurable sod helpless, is not a comprehensive one, 
faib to answer a desired end, and requires ameT]dment. 
Are we not warranted in asking ihal this be brought 
about, and that all laws causing or permitting a patient at 
the public charge to be dlschargvd from the Slate Asylum 
before recovery has taken pluce, when by such dischnrM 
such patt nt is liable to be placed in a poor-bouse, should 
be repealed? ■ > 

2d. The division of the insane poor into an indigent sod 
pauper class, by which a discrimination, based upon pro- 

Cii'ty, exists, operating oiXcn to the disadvaiitage of the 
Iter, is an evil which ought (o be corrected. It may. have 
been thought necessary lo place the custody of all paupers 
in the hands of Uie Superintendent of Poor. Other 
reasons, of which we are ignumnt, may have existed for 
this discrimioation. It is, however, of vital importance to 
the patient whether he is to be disposed of by the County 
Judge, or a Superintendent of the Poor. The Utter officer 
is so often liable to be influenced by motives of a selfish 
and economical character, ho inconsistent and incompatible 
with a proper and humane consideralion of a condition of 
disease, as lo incapacitate him for an independent dischsrgs 
of his duty. It sliould be ba:ne in mind that poverty is 
one of tbe concomitant circumaisnces of insauity, and not, 
as a usual thing, antecedent to iL The great majority of 
the insane poor are not paupers in the ordinary use of that 
term. It is shown in a report of (lie Secretary of Slate 
tliftt eighty-two per cent, of the insane poor in the counlT 
poor-houses were self-supporters prior to the attaclc ; and, 
out of tour thousand cases uf insanity Created in tlie asyluma 
of this State, we found the small number of Beventy-four 
without occupation. Insanity has been properly ascribed 
to be one of the causes of pauperism, and not tlie result of 
iL This is the true relation of insanity to pauperism. 

3d. The discretionary power poi'Setsed by Superintend- 
ents of tbe Poor of sending patients to the asylum or poor- 
house, and the tegulization of such places as receptacles for 
the insane. This arises from the power vested in Boards 
of Supervisors of approving of an asylum, other than the 
Slate Lunatic Asylum, for the insane poor. There being 
but one asylum in the State where Ba<h patients cui be 
received, it is implied of necessity that they must go to the 
poor-houses. Among the condiiions on wbicli recovery 
iTom toiuiity depends, no ooe of them is more easontiu 



tian the stage in which the patient it placed oodor trekt- 
ment It is imporlant this tdiould be done as soon aA«r 
attack as is consistent with safe removal from borne. In 
tbe case of the pauper patient, aa well as the independent, 
the communilT, the JHoily, and the individual, are imereated 
in bis restoration. The sapport of the former devtdve* upori 
the puUic treasury. It is obvious that as soon as he is 
restored he cease* to be a public charge, and, if through 
matlention, or the nature of his diacase, ha becomes in- 
curably inssne, he is a lifelong expense. We are tlMjp 
appealed to by motives of humanity and cliarity, to resgw 
persons thus afflicted from the physical and mental dej^i iib __ 
tion insanity sometimes brings. We are urged by those*' 
ties of reciprocal duly which bind all communities togetim-, 
as well as by motives of politics] economy, to afford every 
recent CMe of insanity a teasonable o)q>ortunity of treat- 
ment The discretionary power of sending patients to an 
asylum eannot be lodged, safely, with public officers who 
are elective and influenced by various motives, without 
abuses nnd im^larities necessarily resulljng. It has been 
exercised under mistaken views ol'^economy ; also, tiat the 
poor-house possessed the requitites of a hospital ; and, 
again, (he euraosed curability or incurability of the patient 
bos decided the disposition of i^e case. It will thus be 
perceived, how it happens that tbe practice of different 
COun^es varies with the change of officers. May we not 
properly «sk whether under these circumstances human 
judgment is not fallible? And,. whether such important 
interests as the well-being of tbe infane should be intrneted 
to the caprice snd decision of an individual, or ought not 
rather to be guarded and protected by some general law, 
univetsdly applicable, giving to tbe officer functions of » 
character purely executive and not discretionary ? 

The more prominent defects ol our present system, whicb 
are here briefly presented, are to be remedied : — 

Ist. By a repeal of tlie statute permitting the ditcbargtt 
of a public patient fnun tbe State Lunatic Asylttm, in an 
incurable condition, imd authoriKiug the return of sudi 
patients to an alms-houae. 

2d. By the abolishment of the dindon at tb« insua 
poor into an indigent and pauper daas. 

3d. By taking away all power now possessed by Superin- 
tendents of Poor of dilating of the insane. On tbe occur- 
rence of a case of insanity in a person presumed to be in 
indigent circumstances, the question of the qzistence of 
insanity should first be determined before two Justices of 
the Peace, or a County Judge, for this purpose they 
should have tba concurrent lesiiraooy of at least two pby- 
aidans. They should then examine into the alleged indi- 
gence of the patient. If found insane tbey should so 
oertify. which certi&oate should be an order>of admission 
into tlitt State Lunatio Asylum, at the expense of the 
county from which senL Such proceedings would be 
simple, unilbnn, and ineipeneive. 

4th, By the appobtment of a Commission of Lunacy. 

While these ulionges ore of such a nature as to commend 
themselves to tbe friends of the insane, it becomes our 
duty to inquire into the probable result of such radical altera- 
tions in our present sysKm. In the first place, all recent 
caaes of insanity would receive an order of admission to 
the State Lunatic Asylum, and would be received as far' as 
the capacity of tbe inslitutioa would permit The re- 
mainder would have a claim upon tbe State which it could 
not long ignore. Secondly, tbe effect of the proposed 
changes would be the aocumulatjon of incurables in tba 
Slate Asylum. The chief difficulty in a coniprebensive 
system for tbe core of the insane lies in tbe proper disposi- 
tion of this class. Our duty in regard to the new cases is 
dear. The real problem is to know what to do with the 
incurables. The bislory of every case presents Uie stage 
of active disease from n'hich the patient emerges to a con- 
dition of health, or of incurability. In the latter condition 
he is either turbulent, noi^, or filthy in habits; or quiet, 
bonnless, and induslrious. He does not require tbe expen- 
sive style of hospital building ita extensive medical and 
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household orguiiBaiioD. It h*s been objected tb&t ibe 
support of incurables in hospitals with all toe appoicImenU 
and detail of curative eslabliHhinenti, waa a (greater expense 
than vas warranted. TbiB baa beoa adduced by oount; 
officets as a cogent reaaon for the reinoTsI of patients. 
Instances could be cired where county officers viaiting 

Ettienta at the Aijium chargeable to their county, on 
irniag they nere able to perfurm some labor, and in a 
comforlable and quiet condition, have removed them, con- 
fined them to the county house, or pennitU.-d Ihem to 
•■cape, though incurably insane. That condition, which 
has been attained only with great pains and expense, may 
thus speedilv be changed for the wora& ' 

The Aaylum, at IJtica, should assume its originally- 
designed relation to the insane as a curative inatitulion, and 
some praviaion be made for the discharge orincui«bleE!,aDd 
their proper and hnmane care. Availing ourselves of the 
iaci that the majority of incurables and chriioio caeea, in an 
■^cultural community, may with attcotion become indus- 
tnous, [>erfonn the manual labor of a farm and domestic 
work within doors, ntay not an organiaacion upon an indus- 
trial basia be devised, embracing such of this class aa the 
Superintendent of the State Asylum may designate lor the 
purpoM? This organiEatJon would in other woida constitute 
a colony from the ho^taL We are aware that a propotd' 
tion to erect institutions for the accommodation of innira- 
blee is liable to theet oljeotions at the haadi of some mem- 
bers of the profession devoted to the specialty of insMiitv. 
The question of caring for curablea and incurables, in 
separate institutions, Jias been a subject of discusnon, with- 
out, however, as far as we are aware, develo^Hng any plan 
for ameliorating the condition of the latter class. It has 
seemed to ua that an institution baaed upon an organication 
of an industrial character, seeking to employ every member 
of the household in some occupation lending to reduce the 
coat of support, end yet seekmg by regularity of habits and 
varied work to bring about a condition of cheerfulness and 
contentment, could do very much to alleviate their unfor- 
tunate condition, and make the burden of lite more tolera- 
te. We might have regarded this i^n as chimerical, if it 
were not in aucceasful operation at the present time. Ex- 
plaining by conversation and correspondence the defects of 
our system to Dr. PoUak, of 8l Louis, Igng identified with 
the public institutions of that city, he promised to bear this 
subject in mind in the oourse of bis projected yisit lo 
Europe. Ue has kindly placed in our hands the biatory 
and plana of the Asylum and Cokwy of Fits James, Cler- 
mont, France, which we find contains suggestions and 
ideas which we believe solve the question of the disposi- 
tion of the incurable insane, e^>eciallj as tlw wisdom has 
been conlirmed by a successful expenence ot twelve yeara. 

The subject wtuch we have endeavored to bring before 
the profesaion through the medium of this Journal, thou^ 
not a novel one, deservea more attention at its bands- than 
it has received in latter years^ Thoee persoDS whose 
official rehttions to the insane have enabled them to become 
familiar with their wants, particularly Ihe 
tendent of the State Aaytum, Dr. Qray, 
roudi to enlighten the Legislature and the cc 
withstanding their pertislent efibrta, a strange indifference 
and apathy still exist in the public mind. Ii is not loo much 
to ho{1e fur the co-operation of the profeesion U> aocompliah 
results of vast sanitary importance to the people of this 
State, and the interests of humanity. 
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L' Union JiedieaU, speaking of the late operation per- 
formed by M. Ciriale on the King of the Belgians, remarks 
that this is the second time a royal blad'der tiae been sub- 
mitted to the instrumentation of this skilful operator. The 
late King Bombs, of famous memory, underwent the same 
operation, and paid a fee for it of £5,000. M. Civiale, the 
ioumal adds, does not appear to have brought back Irom 
Belgium anylhiag more than the Cross of Leopold. — 
Brit. Med. Jow. 



Bt J. Marion Sius, U.D: 

[BfpftDled from llie BnllcKn of ih*N. T. Ha&anj <d UttUtot.) 
(CtHMniiMi Jt^m peg! m) 

From personal observation, 1 can conSdently aswrt that 
I know of no disease capable of producing so much 
unhappiness to both parties to the marriage contract, and I 
am h^py to slate that I know of no serious trouble that 
can be so easily, so safely, and so certainly cured. .1 now 
venture, with the spprobaiion of this kamed body, to giv« 
this affection a name as well as a remedy. 

By the term Biepharismua or Blepharospasmus, we mean 
an involuntary, painful, spasmodic contraction of the 
orbieulsris palpebrarum, wiui great supenensitivenees or 
intolerance of light. By the term Lairngismus, we mean 
a spasmodio contraction of the rima gbttidis, with stridor 
louB inspiration. And by the term VsginituiiuB, I prqxiae 
to designate an involuntary, spasmodic doatire of the month 
of the vagina, attended with such excessive supersenntive- 
ness as to form a complete barrier to coition. Theae vari- 
ous sfi^rctiooa may or may not be compUcated with inflam- 
mation, but do not necessarily depend upon it We may 
have vencal tenesmus without inflammation of the bladder, 
and rectal tenesmus without rectitis. The most perfect 
examples of Yaginiamus that I have ever seen have been 
uncomplicated with inflammation ; but I have met with 
cases in whldi a sli^t redness or erythema wss viuble at 
the fourcbette, just without the reduplication of the vaginal 
mucous membrane, called the hymen. Usually, the hymen 
is thick and voluminous, and, when the 6o^r is passed into 
the vagina, its free border often feels as resistant ai if bound 
by a fine cord or wire ; but it may also be firm and unyidd- 
ing, with even the wire-feeling free, border, without symp- 
toms of Vaginismus. There need be no mistake In diagno- 
sis. It can be confounded only witli impermeable hymen 
or with atresia. In each of these, marriage may have 
existed without consummation, but the true cause become) 
patent ou investigation. 

In a case of Vaginismus, the gentlest toud with the finger, 
a probe, or eveo a fesiher, produces the most excruciating 
agony. The sensitiveness is at all parts of the vagina] out- 
let, is very great at the meatus urmarius, and on each side 
ot it, just where the hymen taken its origin ; is greater still 
on the vulval or outer face of the hymen, near the orifloe of 
the vulvo-vaginal gland, and greatest at the sulcus or redu- 
plication from the vulval orifice. Often, the most sensitive 
point of all is at the fourcbette, where the hymen projects 
upwards. I have often heard patients shriek with terror 
and agony, exclwming Chat 1 was thrusting a dagger into 
the body, when I n>^rely touched the sensitive points with 
a earners hair pencil or a soft feather; and i^in these 
same patients have declared that they felt ootnparaUvely 
nothing when I have had the ports held asunder, so as la 
pass a probe into the v^na, m^ng foniible preseare 
agunst the internal or vaginal surlace of the hynien,^hn8 
proving that, while the outtr face of the hymen was stiper- 
sensitive, its inner surface was normal In all cases, the 
mere spasm of the sphincter is painful, and in mao^ casn 
the spliincter ani feels almost as hard aa a ball of*^ ivory. ' 
Indeed, one of my patients supposed it to be a tumor to be 
cut out before she could be cured. The spasm of the 
^hincter is palbc^nomonic of the disease j the snpersensi- 
tiveness, diagnostic. This fact is more dehcately shown by 
tonching the outer surface of the hymen, particularly at its 
reduplication, with a sott camel's hair penciL 

TVeotniM'. — I shall not detain you with a rehearsal of 
the steps by which the proper treatment was finely deter- 
mined ; euoueh has been said already to show tbu it was 
not acddentM, as my obsprvations extended from Hay, 
1857, to August, 1858. The treatment consiau in the 
removal of the hjrmen, the incision of the vaginal oriRce, 
and aubsequent dilatation. Ibe lost is utterly useless with- 
out the olher^ but is esseptial tu auy and perieot ntcocM 
Willi them. 
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I usually make two ofierations, (hough nli may be done 
in Qne. Placing the patient, etherized, on the leR eide, I 
seize the bymenesl membrane with a ptdr of forceps, juat at 
ita juacUon with the urethra on Ihe left side, and, putting it on 
the stretch, clip it with properly curved Bciesora lill the whole 
of it is removed iu one coutinuous piece. In Bome cases the 
basmOTThage is sufficieut to require a coniprese of lint, thrust 
into tJie mouth of the vaginn, while in otliers it is unimport- 
ant. In two inatances the bleeding was excessive, but 
was easily controlled by the hquor ferri persulphatis. The 
cut usually heals ia tbree or four days, alter which th« ope- 
ration for radical cure may be performed. 

Notwithstanding the removal of the thick, Bensitive 
hymen, the cicatrix -marking the original place at the 
mouth of the vagina is excessively seiisitive, and, in some 
inttances, feels hard and Uo&e as if a small cord were con- 
stricting the outlet This I formerly divided at different 
points, and in divers ways, during the course of my experi- 
ments, and finally arrired at the fullowlDg method as being 
the surest uid b^t : — 

Place the patient, fully e^ierized, on the back, as in the 
position for lithotomy, pass the index and middle fingers 
of the lell hand into the vagina, separate them laterally so 
as to open the vagina as widely as possible, putting the 
fourchell« well on the stretch. Then make a deep cut with 
a common scalpel through the vaginal tissue on the riglit 
of the mesial line, bringing it from above downwards, and 
terminating at the raphe of the perineum. Thi$ cut forms 

one side, the lefl,ai, ofa ^V , Then pass the knife 

again into the vagina, still dilating with tlie fingers as before, 
and cut in like manner on the opposite side from above 
downwards, uniting the two incisions at the raphe as shown 
by the linf d i, which is to be extended quite to the peri- 
neal integument, and through its upper border^ as sliown 
by the dotted hne 6 c Each cut will be nearly two inches 
long, extending from about half an inch above the upper 
border of ihp sphincter vagime, across the sphincter for 
about half an inch, and down to the perineal raphe for 
nearly an inch more. Of course, this will vary in diHerenl 
subjecta according to the development of tissue in each. 
To perfect- the cure, the patient will wear for a time a 
properly adapted vaginal dilator. I nse an instrument 
osually made of glass, sometimes of silver, or other metal 
silvered or gilt I prefer glass, because it is cheap and 
easily kept dean, while being transparent, it is easy to see 
how (he wound is progressing without removmg the 
ingtruinent Moreover, soma patienta have insisted that 
a glass instrument is more comtbt-table and less irritating 
than one of metal I am not prepar^ to say whether this 
be true, yet there may be both truth and philosophy in the 
assertion, as one substance is the worst conductor of heat, 
And the other among the beat. The dilator is sometimes 
introduced as soon as the operation is finished, especially if 
theft be much htemorrh^, which always ceases imme- 
diately in consequence of the pressure of the instrument. 
But most generally I do not order it for twenty-four houre 
after lie operation, when it is worn two, three, or four 
hours. Its introduction is attended with a sense of sore- 
ness, but with none of the peculiar, agonizing suffering, 
characl«ristio of the original disease. The instrument is 
usually worn for two hours in the morning, and two or 
thrM hours in the evening, more or less, according to the 
tolerance of the patient I haye been often astonished at 
the rapidity with which the cuta heal, the process being 
aeemingly facilitated by the pressure of the glass dilator, 
which is to be worn daily for two or three houra, or unUl 
the parts being entirely cured, and all sensitiveness removed, 
the patient may bo pronounced competent to flilfil oomfor- 
. tably and pleasantly the duty of a wife. 

The dilator is about three inches long, sometimes a little 
more, sUghtly conical, open at one end and closed at the 
other, and of different sizes, varying fi-om an inch to an 
inch and a half in diameter. At the lai^est part near the 



outer extremity, there is a deprefaon on one side for the 
urethra and neck of the bladder. It is open at the outer 
end to allow the pressure of the atmosphere to hold it id 
the vagina, which it does very effectively. When dosed at 
both ends, a T bandage is necessary, and the instruDneiit 
often slips.. I found that a perfectly round cylinder, on 
being worn for three or four hours, ^ways irritated the 
urerhra and "neck of the bladder ; hence, the urethral depres- 
sion on one side, which also materially aids its self-relamiDg 

This disease is by no means rare. Dr. Emmet and my- 
self saw seventeen cases in twenty-four months. Of th«ec^ 
one had been married thirty years; one, fifteen years; one, 
thirteen years; one, seven years; one, six years; three, 
three years ; and so on down to two years. Of ihese, fif- 
teen have been treated, all of whom were cured. Threo 
have become mothers — one conceiving in two months alter 
her cure, one in four months, and another in twenty moniha 
— end I have no doubt that many more will become molben 
in due course of time. In most of them, eexml inleroourae 
had never been accomplished; in two, it had been done 
a few times very imperfectly, then suspended altog«ther; 
while in two others it had been indulged in under the moat 
tjying drcumstances, and always with dreadful suffermg to 
the wife, and in these there was the most complete wreck 
of the nerves, if such an expressign may be allowed, AH 
were married but one. In (his case, the affection was not 
discovered until her physi[.*ran made an effort to find out 
something about the state of her womb, as she was auSbr- 
ing greatly ftom d3'sraenorrhoBa. Ue.then sent her .to me, 
supposing that she had atresia vagime. The vaginismus 
was cured in two or three weeks, alter which the patient 
returned to her physician for treatment of her dysme- 
norrhcea. 

It must not be for a moment supposed that I arrogate to 
myself the di^overy or description of a new disease. 1 do 
not, for it has been encountered tor all time. I claim only 
to have separated Vaginismus 6*00 a greatdaasin whidi it 
bad been obscurely hidden away. Others have met it 
before. Some bava called it neurosis ; but this is a generie 
term, which may be applied to any painliil affection, uncom- 
plicated with inHammation. Many have called it neuralgia; 
but this term is wholly inapplicable, for it has none of ita 
habitudes. Neuralgia is supposed to be a painful affection 
usually, in the course of a nerve, coming when it pleases, 
remaining as long as it pleases, and di^ppeaiiug when it 
pleases, but iwially observing a particular cycle of time in 
Its advent, ita culmination, and its decline. Let it once 
leave, and it cannot be recalled at will; bat vaginismus 
can be provoked at any moment by the gentlest touch, 
ceasing immediately on removmg the irritating cause, nevet 
returnmg spontaneously, and never returning at all except 
under the same mechanical i^noy. Time will show that 
this 4s not the only disesse where our ignorance is covered 
over by the broad mantle of neuralgia. Some have called 
it bypenesthesia, but this is only another phase of neural- 
gia — a tiling tliat is here to-day sod gone to-morrow, and 
is most genertdly symptomatio of some other affection. I 
call it Vaginismus, because it is not only a symptom but a 
conglomeration of symptoms, constituting a disUnct and 
separate disease, with as good a right to a proper name as 
any disease enumerated in our nosology. 

If, by the invariable uniformity ot symptoms, if by the 
frightful amount of physKal, moral, and sodai suflering 
which it always engenders, or, better still, i^ by the cer- 
tainty, facility, and safety of its treatment, a disease be 
entitled to a particular name and fecial sUidy, th<m must 
Vaginismus be hereafter recognised whenever seen, and 
cured whenever treated. 
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FRACTURE WITH DEPRESSION OF THE SKULL 

OP SEVEN teaks' fflAHDIKO. 



Bt a a COOPER, a.m., m.d., 



NoTta of the following case were publiahed in Ihe Medical 
Piea shortly after Uie operation. 1 now give it in detail, 

(7a»e.— CapL 3. G., let. 41, was admitted, March 28, 
1861, in conaequence of fracture of the skull with deprcs- 

There was depression at three different places on the 
front part of the akuU. One very alieht almost diiectly 
over tiie anterior superior sinus where UJe sagittal suture is 
crossed by the coronal Another and much deeper depres- 
sion was about three quarters of an inch to the left, of the 
first. The third was one and a half inches back, and half 
so inch to the right of the last. 

The first of the two last was very tender to the touch, . 
and the patient evinced or complained of pun at once when 
pressure was made upon the part. 

Condition oj the Palitnt. — The mental faculties were 
"nearly desti-gyed, the patient forgetting his age and the 
name of the vessel of wnich he was for many years master. 
The right arm and leg were in a stale of partial paralysis. 
The face was sallow, and countenance idiotic, though the 
patient waa represented to have been very bright in former 
year& Sreaihing somewhat difficult, and all the energies 
of both body and mind were overcome. The appetite waa 
good, and lie fuuctiuns of the organs generally well per- 
formed. 

Operation. — The scalp being shaved over llie deepest of 
Uie three depressions, and the one tender to the touch, a 
crucial incision two inches long was made down to iJic 
bone. Cutliue through tlie scalp caused quite an active 
and persistenllKemoirli^e considering the parts involved. 
When the bleeding hud subsided the trephine was used, 
and a piece of bone three-lourths of an inch in diameter 
removed. 

The patient then becatne much more rational, called his 
friends by nnme, and recollected Ijia own age, wliich he had 
been unable to do for a long tinie previously. This waa 
tiie more surprising, since the inner surliice of the hone 
removed was not Ibuud depressed. What appeared to be 
depiesMon prior to the operation proved to he nothing 
more than absorption of the external surliice of the bone, 
and thinning of the sualp at that poinL The hone was not 
more tliun one-third of its usual thickness. This speedy 
improvement did not stop here. In three or four days ho 
had recovered to a great extent the use ol the arm and leg, 
and his spe«h and mental faculties were so much iinproved 
as to be readily noticed by all his friends. 

During the night of tlie seventli day after the operation, 
secondary litemurrhage ooourred from tlie scalp, and waH 
arrested with much difficulty, although no vessel of any 
size had been wounded. The coaguhiting principle of the 
blood being apparently lost, frequent bleedings occurred 
after this, until the patient became very weak, when it waa 
found ne(%ssary to carry stitches through the bleeding sur- 
face until it was entirely whip-stltched. ^ 

The hiemurrhage was finally arrested, but as soon as that 
was effected the old symptoms returned. So long^ how- 
ever, as tlie bleeding lasted the patient continued improv- 
ing. But in one week after Uie hnmorrhage ceased a 
decided change for the worse was perceptible, and the con- 
dition became more and more manifest, until tlie patient 
became, at the end of seven weeks afUr the operation, 
much worse than he was previously. The aS'ected arm and 
leg became almost poweiless, and his apoplexy returned, 
AD his mental faculties were lost or nearly so. until his case 
became quite hopeless. He was consequently sent away, 
but died in hia bed alooe during^the brst night after us 
departure. 



The question now arises, and with it the principal feature 
of interest belonging to the case:— What was the cause of 
the great but temporary improvement after the operation? 
Was it the removal of a piece of bone which was not 
depressed in a perceptible degree, or- was it the loss of 
blood? It appears that it must have been the latter. If 
that were the case, and I do believe it was, it affords some 
evidence in &vor of the plan of Dr. Rush, viz. to bleed 
patients laboring under epilepsy just as much as they could 
possibly bear, without risk of dangerous prostration. 
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BELLBV0E HOSPITAL. 
A CASE OP HTDROPHOBIA. 

(Baportad bj Hihit S. Pltmptob, If.D.) 
8EEV10B OF Da OLASK. 

TnoMAS O'Habe, mt. 34, a native of Ireland, was admitted 
about half past twelve P.M., May 11th. The history 
which he gave of himself was this : — Two weeks tiefore, 
while cleaning a stable, he was bitten on the hand by a dog 
supposed by him to be rabid. The dog did n^t froih at the 
mouth, hut was cross and restless. The animal was killed 
immediately. The wound healed rapidly and perfectly. 
Three days before admission to the hospital he went home 
somewhat intoxicated, and feeling thirsty .-iskcd for water, 
which, on being brought to him, he found himself unable to ' 
drink, and at the same time he was seized with severe 
rigors. .These symptoms terri6ed him exceedin^y, as be 
had been in constant fear of hydri'phobia since lie was 
bitten. The shiverings recurred several times during the 
night. He did not froth at the mouth, nor attempt to bite 
any one, but was taken care of by three wumen until the 
midOle of the second night, when hs agitation markedly 
im;reased. He could drink water if his hands were held. 
Some policemen were then called, who took as much care 
of him as was consistent with their great fear of being 
bitten. The patient did not sleep nor eat for forty-eight 
hours before entering the hospitaL 

When admitted, he was perfectly rational, but in a state 
of the most intense lear. He professed that he had no 
desire to injure any one. nor had he even thought of It 
before. Hia weaknrss seemed very great, and he was in 

Seat fiar tliat the sputa which he coughed up would cl.oko 
m. He als-i experienced h sense of constriction in the 
fauces. There was a slight twitthing of muscles; the fece 
and eyes were auffased; pupils alleinalely dilated and 
contracted; anxious expression; tongue and throat con- 
gested, but nioiat, and covered with a smidl amount of 
tenacious spuia; vomited a tliin greenish fluid, tlie effects 
of an enietic taken outside [lie hospital; respiration at tinies 
spasmodic; pulse varying from 112 to 116. Urine passed 
freely and in norma] amount. A cathartic and an enema 
were given. At 6 p.m. the pulse was 98, and somewhat 
less irritable. One-fourth ol a grain of morphine in solu- 
tion was given every two hours, with large enemata of 
assaftetida. He took the solution without difliculty when 
assured that it was not wat«r. The morphine bad no effect 
Four enemata were given, the last one, which was admi- 
nisl^red at half past one, being the only one retained. 
At that time he answered the night watch, and did not 
appear to be much worse. Ten minutes afterwards the 
watch, hearing a noisf, went to him, and found him gasping 
and turning blue. In five minutes he was dead. The head 
wa.4 thrown baclc, and the face was almost black. The 
orderly said that pievious to death hia breathing was full 
and deep, with long intervals between inspiration and 
expiration. Dnfortuoalely for pathology, a post-mortem 
ezaminstioa was positively denied by the presuinptuuna 
coroner who had the body in chni^ 
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HEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETT, 

S»TD> Hrtnuro, AprU M, IMl 
DB. T. a FINNELL, PBESID£NT, IH THE CHAIB. 

CAHCCROUS DISEAEB O 



D>. GtuscoH presented a specimen of csDcerous tumor of 
tha abdomeD, weishmg thirteen pounds and four ounces, 
with the following history ; — 

James W. Parkinson, ml. 47, England. Widower. Ad- 
mitted April 7, 1862. (Dr. Griecom, AttendiPK Pbjaician.) 
jffutory.— Seveo jears ago bad intermittent fever for the 
first time ; during the paroxysm was frequently more or 
lees delirious. For four years had three or four attacks 
every seaaon. During ths past three years has had an 
oocasional light attack. Has had hiBmaturia three or four 
times within tbe past two years, each attack lasting n week 
or so. About thi«e yean ago be first noticed a swelling in 
the ted hypochondriac region. This has been increasing 

rually over since. Patient was seen two years ago by 
Qriscom, who then recognised a tumor occupying tbe 
position that an enlarged spleen might, which, trom tbe 
man's previous history, gave rise to that opinion. From 
that tune forfnrd the tumor did not appear to increase 
much in size. About a year ago, patient remarke<i a dis- 
tinct swelling in the left iliac region, which gradually 
enlarged up to the present time. Patient has never had 
much pain or soreness about tbe abdomen. Bowels very 
constipated for several years; has taken injections con- 
BlsntJy for tbe past year. 

On admission, patient is very feeble, face and [ips pale, 
everything indicating an exsanguinated condition ; tongue 
furred- pulse 80; appetite very poor ; vomits after eating. 

Auiopty. — Lung!*, heart, kidneys, bladder, healthy; 
spleen weighed eight ounces, appearance natural ; liver 
healthy; tumor weighed thirteen pounds, four ounces 

CUtcmOMATDtrS DEQIHKBATION OF CARDIAC DAIFICC 

Db, Flint eibibited a carcinomatous stomach removed 
from apntient Kt, 45, who was admitted Into the Black- 
well's Island Hospilal in a state of great exhaustion, and 
evidently very near death. The statement was that he 
had been unable to digest anything but liquids for a very 
long time. Whatever else be swallowed was immediately 
returned. There was also constipation of the bowels, and 
it was said that no dejection had occurred for a mouth. 
Death took place within twenty-four hours sfUr admission. 

On poel-mortem ezaminalion, the canliac orlflce, for a 
drculu" space about three inches in diameter, was found to 
bo U>e seat of cancerous degeneration ; the walls were 
thickened, and at some points tbe mucous membrane was 
destroyed. Tbe disease extended somewhat up the ce«o- 
phagus. The cardiac orifice was so completely occluded, 
that water could be held in the oesophagus. There was 
some deposit noticed at the pyloric orifice. A specimen 
taken from the cardia had been eicamined by Prof. Flint 
Jr., and presented the yellow elastic Bbi-e in abundance, 
pus corpuscles, granular debris, and cancer cells. 
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Db. EjiAOiowisut presented a specimen of occlusion of 
tbe intestine, for which he was indebted to Dr. Schweig, 
in whose practice the case occurred. 

Tbe child was bom March 16ih, at six a.h., and died 
April 2lBt, about midnight, living five weeks and eighteen 
boura with complete occlusion of the gut. I bad occasion 
to see the child with the Doctor on the second day. On 
the first day it was not 'boticed that there was any defect, 
but the child not passing any meconium attracted the 
attention of the parents, and Dr. Schneig was accordingly 
•ent for. He examined the child, and (bund a well formed 
anus and rectum, and oould introduce the fingvr as high up 
M the iffomontory of the sacrum. By a gum elastic cathe- 



ter he couM reach ap a distance of six inches, the instru- 
ment then being turned a tittle to the right and arrested. 
The mother stated that tie child had once or twice passed 
a whitish-grey substance from the anal orifice, and on the 
second day bad evacuated matter which was evidently me- 
conium. .The examination which I bad made corrobo- 
rated what the Doctor bad found. It was supposed that 
there was occlusion of the gut about the sigmoid flexure, 
and the operation for artificial anus was Bcc(>rdingly pro- 
posed, but the parents declined having anything done. 
Tbe child was the younger of twins, well formed, and 
when bom was twenty-one inches long, and on tlie second 
day took the brea.it with avidity. After it was determined 
that no operation should be performed, the mnlher con- 
cluded that it was best to give the other child the full 
benefit of the breast, and feed this child on mitk and fennel 
tea. It did remarkably well, and would take tbe milk and 
tea with a relish. Ilie secretion of urine seemed to be 
normal At the end of every second day it would become 
restless and would cease to take tbe food with eagerness, 
and on the fourth day it would refuse it altogether end 
would then vomit fiecal matter. In this condition the liille 
patient lived fpr three weeks ; every fourth day Toidinp the 
contents of the bowels by tbe mouth. About the frddl^ 
of the third week it w*is taken with sprue, but recovered 
from that. Tbe skin kept always pleasant and soft, tbe 
voice was strong and loud, and the slightest touch disturb- 
ing him, would be answered by good strong motions of tbe 
whole body. When tbe child bad vomited, the abdomen 
always resumed its normal shape, which gave me the idee 
that the obstruction waa above tlie ileo-ciecal valve. After 
this vomiting bad occurred, tbe abdomen would gradually 
swell up again. But from tbe commencemt-nt of the third 
week, however, the abdomen did not recede after Tomitinf, 
and at the commencement of the fourth week the loop; of 
the intestines could be seen in large masses through liie 
very thin integuments. The child on the fifth week 
became very feehle, and died on tbe 21st instant. 

On making the post-mortem examination and openinf 
the ver^ thin abdominal walls end turning them back, no 
peritonitis was found. The loops of the small intestine were 
seen dilated to a great size, filling the whole abdommal 
cavity. , In the right iliac region was found a process about 
tbe size of smaU packing-tliread rolled in sptnd loops, and 
this proved to be that portion of the intestine beluw the 
occlusion. It was distant about a foot ^m the caj dt 
coli. The large inteatine rose in its natural form, and 
though small, ended in a natural' anus. The mesenteric 
glands belonging to that part of the intestinal canal which 
18 pervious were well developed, while there was no trace 
of glands below the occlusion. In this cose, if an artificial 
anus had been made, a loop of intestine would have been 
selected not very far below tbe duodenum, and the mucous 
surface would have been very smell for the absorption of 
nutritive substances. The child look no food whatever for 
the last few days of his Ufe. The occlusion of the gut waa 
entire, and doubtless originated in intra-uterine peritonitis, 
as was shown by the presence of a small membrane passing 
from the mesentery of the pervious bowel to (he ascending 

Da. Peer remarked that the intestinal canal had been 
known to have been occluded at almost every point in its 

Db. Parkir had never seen a case of occlusion of the 
intestine below the iUo-ctecal valve which did not termi- 
nate fatally before the fourth or fifth day. 

Dr. Griscoii had a case of occlusion of the rectum where 
the finger whs passed into the gut to (he extent of about 
■o inch before encountering any obstacle. A perforation 
was made through tbe membrane and (he child lived three 
months, hot it waa necessary to perform (he operation 
every day in order that a passage might be obtained. 

nBB0-(nBTia mifOR or tmsna. 

Dr. Eraobowiibb presented a (fiedmen of fibro-oyetic 
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tumor of the uterus, and accompaoied it with the following 
verbal hislory :— 

The -woman from -whom this specimen was taken was a 
native of France, who came to this country pretty early. 
She waa married here, and had three children and two tnia- 
carriBges. Her youneest is 13 yean old. She wae always 
in good health until about nine years ago, when a Bwelliog 
commenced forming in the left side of the abdomen, accom- 
panied with painful sensations. She supposed herself 
pregsant, but not feeling exactly as she used to do in Uiat 
condition, she coni^ulted her physiciaa. He at Bret thought 
her pregnant, but vety soon alterwards altered bis opinion, 
and told her that it was a tumor of the left ude oonnected 
with the ovary. Different kindsoftreatmentwereresorted 
to, rational as well as empiricsl, but without any result. 
About ibe second or third year from the commencement of 
this swelling, she was subjected lo Ibe application of elec- 
tricity by some empiric. After Ibis she always complained 
of more or less pain in her right side. Her health wis 
otherwise good, though she was impeded, as the tumor 
grew larger, in her wonted avocation. She would have, 
about once a year, a Fpeil of two or three days, when there 
would be a good deal of pain in the abdomen at the seat 
of the awelhng, the tumor would then take a pretty rapid 
' rise", soon after subsiding to its otherwise habitu^ slow 
growth. She went, three years ago, to Paris, and sub- 
mitted hers^ to the oare of Dr. Av^ She was by him 
put under a course of iodine, intemijly and externally, but 
without avail She then came under the care of Dr. 
Mechait. Drs. Av^ and Uechait both made repeated tap- 
pings of the tumor, I beheve to the number of forty in the 
course of one year. It was remarkable that not only very 
little fluid could be drawn off at the tune of the tapping, 
but that fi'om the canula remaining in the wound, there 
would be an ooziug which would continue for days. She 
would always notice that before a lapping would again 
become necessary| the fiinclioa of the kiuney waa verv 
much interteted with, and that whenever the tumor dimi- 
ni^ed in sise by -tapping, the secretion of the organs 
wouM be very much increased, so much so, indeed, tliat 
32 or 24 htres would be passed in 24 houn. This gave 
rise to tlie supposition that probably some communication 
existed between the kidney on one hand and the tumor on 
the other. The urine was accordingly examined, but was 
found to be urine and nothing else. Once or twice an in- 
jection of iodine was made into the tumor, but the symp- 
toms that were produoed were so alanning tiiat it was not 
tried a third time. About spring of last year the tumor 
was so much reduced by systematic tapping that, imagin- 
ing herself almost cured, she began to make arrangements 
to return home to her husband in Newark. She, however, 
was accidentally delayed for some time, when the finid 
commenced t6 re-accumulate. She consulted Robert and 
Maisonneuve, They did not give her any encouragement 
in refereni^e to a cure, and refused to accede to her wishes to 
have the tumor removed. She then quitted Paris and came 
to this country, with the determination to have the opera- 



was pretty good, her digestion excellent, herbowels regu- 
lar, and she was gerterally well nourished; the only tiling, 
however, that sbe was distressed alwut was the iJiSculty 
which she experienced ia moving about, owing to the siie of 
the tumor. 1 found that the circumference of the abdomen 
' was about 62 inches, and that the distance IVom the ensj- 
torm cartilage Vi the Gymphyais pnbis was about 30 inches. 
The tumor waa pretty round in shape. It gave pretty dis- 
tJDct fluctuation, less towards the right side. I stated to 
her what she might expect from the palliative tfeatment, 
and also from the radical treatment While sbe did not 
object to the performance of the operation, she desired to 
try the former treatment first. So I ts{^)ed lour or five 
time*. The largest quantity of thick, dear Hquid I ob- 
tained at any one time was a pint and a half The oozing 
alWrwards was very in«gnificant, the secretions of die 
kidney were increaaed, but the tumor did not diminish 



perceptibly in size ftom the tapping. A consultation was 
held, and it was stated to her wnat she might reasonably 
expect from the performance of the radical operation. She 
consented to have the tumor removed, which was done 
about the 10th of April. 

During the whole time of her iDness I may remark that * 
menstruation was regular, the last period occurring about 
the 2d of April. 

She was put under chloroform, aiad the anmsthesia was 
continued with ether. An incision was made four inches 
in length, equally distant from the umbilicus and symphysis 
pubis. The walls of the abdomen were very thick, being 
about one and a half inches. After the peritonefim had 
been opened into, the hand was introduced and some slight 
adhesions to the right were broken up, also a pretty firm 
band in the neighborhood of the umbilicus. Tne woman 
about this time in a measure recovered her sensibiHty, 
and I was surprised at the force with which the abdominal 
muscles acted on mv hand, which was placed between them 
and the surface of the tumor. Mj hand was held as Srmly 
as it has been by tlie uterus in its most violent contractions. 
After the anesthetic condition was again established, the 
incision was enlarged one inch more above, and the hand 
could now sweep over tlie whole tumor up to pie ribs. 
About two inches of adhesion were broken up near the false 
ribs on the right side. On the left aide, the adhesions were 
very slight, and behind they were entirely absent. The 
anterior aspect of the cyst wall was then ruptured, when a 
gush of serous fluid fp^owed. It was then thought best, 
before the cyst collapsed, to puncture it and give the con- 
tents exit, A very mrge trocar was thrust in, but there was 
only a very little oosing of serum. The cyst wall was then 
cut through and laid open to a very large extent, when it 
was found to be occupied entirely by a jelly-like substance 
having an appearance and arrangement exactly resembling 
that of the vitreous humor of the eye. The meshes were 
filled with a liquid, which, however, did not escwe ijntil 
the tissue was crushed and squeezed in the hand like a 
sponge. The fluid which escaped waa of the color of serum, 
mixed with blood from torn vessels in the structure. After 
this jelly-like substance had been crushed into membranous 
shreds, it was found tliat the large cyst, which contained ' 
four or five gallons, rested on another tumor on the left wde, 
and it was necessary, to rt move that, to enlarge the original 
mci^on two inches, making it now seven inches. The cyst 
was tlien lifled out, when it was found to be connected by 
a firm, strong pedicle an inch and a quarter in diameter, 
cylindrical in shape, not to the ovary, but to the fundui 
u(*ri. The pedicle was three inches long, and was very 
near the cyst wall. The clamp was ■applied, but, just as the 
last turn was being made, it broke. A strong double liga- 
ture was then passed througli and tied on both sides. It 
was found that the right ovary contained two or three Grsa- 
Han vesicles enlarged to the size of small peas, which were 
ruptured; the lett ovary was healthy, the right Fallopian 
tube waa normal, the left one was diseased, its free end 
being gathered up and connected by old and strong adbe- 
siofls with "the ovary and lateral ligamcnL It waa some- 
what enlarged by the accumulation of its secretion. The 
bleeding was considerable, AlVr the tumor was lifted out 
from the abdomen, there was quite a gush of liquid blood 
with cougula, which it took some time to absorb by sponges. 
One vessel was tied in the broad ligament, and it was also 
(bund necessary to lie one adhe^on and part of the mem- 
brane which made adhesions to the cyst wall. The great 
thickness of the abdominal walls made it impossible to use 
the hare-lip suture, and I had to take a pin five inches long 
to secure tlie pedicle so as to bring ita wounded surface in 
tbe track of the abdominal wound. I took a broken trocar, 
and carrying through the walls and pedicle, I fixed it as we 
do hare-lip pine. Three silver sutures were carried through 
the remaining portion of the wound, taking up the perito- 
neum, and the wound was closed. 

The woman waa very feebli; and cold after the operation. 
She was given at once 30 drops of Squibb's Liquor Opii 
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Cbmpoaitua- She revived soon after, but compluned of & 
BeDS»Uoii of cott). Befure pulling her to b«d, tiie immense 
abdominal walls collapsed, forming a hollow which was 
filled wilh large towels dipped first into cold water, and 
secured in situ b; means of adhesive straps passed around 
the bodj. I saw her a couple of hours at\er, when she 
compluned only of thirst. Her pulse was feeble and irre- 
gular. Ten drops of Squibb's liquor of opium were givea 
everj hour, and milk puuch ad Abifum. with small pieces 
of lee. She never, for Ihe next thirtj-siic hours, complained 
of the least pain in the abdomen. She had not vumilcd. 
She was kept in a verj easy conditioiH b; means of narco- 
tics. She would doze away occasionally, but as anybody 
approached her bed she would open her eyes, express her 
satisfaction at tlie completion of the operaiion, and would 
speak about going to Paris soon, and telling the Frt^ncb 
surgeons what could be done. The only unpleasant aymp- 
tom to mo wua, that altliough the pulse came up, yet the 
skin did not have that fiue healthy feel; when tlie hands 
were exposed a liitle, they would become covered with a 
clammy sweat. I had occasion to use the catheter but 
once. At the end of ihirty-eis hours aller the operation, I 
found thai her epigastric ri'gion was swollen, but not pain* 
ful or tense. On the second ni)^ht afler the operaiion, 
about two A.ii.j she commenced vomiting, and this conti- 
nued until six in the evening, when she died, being con- 
s«oua all ibe time. The mailers vomited conMsted Srst of 
watery fluid mixed with muciis, awl laier resembled mixed 
coOee-grounds. She died from pure exhaustion. 

The post-mortem examination was made seventeen hours 
after death. The wound of Ihe abdoinen where Ihe pedicle 
waa lying was somewhat discolored ; so also was tlie 
wounded surface of Uie pedicle. The rest of ihe wound, 
as far as tlie periioueum was concerned, had already made 
a very good union. The peritoneal covering of the uterua 
and appendages sliowed traces of moderate intlammation, 
but there was no trace of general inflammation of the 
pefitoneum. The stomach was swelled up to an immense 
size, and contained the same substance which had been 
thrown up during the late.r period of her life. The uterus, 
as here shown, is seen lo be elongated and hypertrophied. 
It will be seen that the uterine substance paaees into the 
pedicle up to the distance of about an inch and a quarter, 
when the place of normal uterine structure is taken by a 
harder substance. The pedicle is permeated by veins of 
. immense size. 

Tliis pedicle, then, corresponds to the base of tliis tumor, 
and it seems that tlie uterine substance travels up along the 
cyst and encircles the very substance of the basis of /he 
cysL From the pedicle then a large hard knotty mass 
forms, which branches off into three directions ; then this 
forming alveoli is gradually transformed into this shreddy 
malerial filhng. tlie entire c^al. The uterus contains besi'ies 
a smalt fibroid tumor in its walls. I have never heard 
that tumors of this kind onginale' from ihe uterus, and I 
have spoken lo many gentlemen, and Uiey don't remember 
ever having heard of a similar case. I Uiink from what I 
have seen by microscopical examination, that the tumor is 
not malignant. This hard mass is mainly composed of 
fibro-plasiic celts in great numbers, interlaced and running 
into bundles aud fascicles. These are interspersed wil£ 
small nuclei. I could not see any free cells. 1 think Uie 
tumor was originally fibrous in character, and that It subse- 
quently became transformed into this ceftubr material. 

in answer to a question from Dr. Peaslee, Dr. K. Stated 
that he was incUned to attribute the vomiting more to the 
quanlity of opium used ( 3 ij. of Squibb's liquor opii in 
diirlv-Bix hours), than to uterine irritation. He thought, in 
another operation of the sort, he would wait until the 
. influnmation should establish ilself to a degree to render 
Uie administration of opium admissible, rather than antici- 
pate the indammalion. He had noticed that the English 
surgeons, who have had great success in ovariotomy, use 
opium very sparingly. 

Db, PKiSLEK ihoushl that the vomiting was due to the 
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irriUlion of the uterus caused by the application of the 
clamp. 

Dr. Hiktoh, in this connexion, referred to the case of a 
lady who for a long time suffered from neuralgia of the 
uterus, attended wilh vomiting, which would generally 
come on about the middle of the night. When the neu- 
ralgia disappeared, the vomiting entirely ceased. £Ie 
thought this was a very marked .case, showing the great 
sympathy which exists between the stomach and uterus. 
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BED-TAPE. 



Evert one who has been brought in contact with any 
department of Government (and who in these limes has 
not?), hasbeenslruck with the intricate maze in which every . 
matter of buuness is enveloped. The umplest inquiiy, 
which in any business corporation would be dispatched in 
a moment, and the required information immediately 
obtiuned, on the part of Government officials involves such 
an amount of detail, such endless delay and annoyance, 
that in nine cases out of ten the golden opportunity for 
using it is lost when it is finally fiimished, if the tpi^ieuit 
has the patience lo persevere in his search. This official 
routine is called " Red-Tape." During the war of tJie 
Crimea, so disastrous to the cause of the Allies did official 
routine become, that it was deuiguated " Blood-Red-Tape." 
Are we not to-day suflering under a reign of Blood-Bed- 
Tape? 

We are engaged in a war the most gigantic in its pro- 
portions which the world ever saw. In its results it is to 
be the most impoilanl in history, whether we regard its 
political, social, or medical bearings. The half milliaD 
soldiery now engaged in upholding the cause of Constita- 
lionai Government are drawn from the f^ec, intelligent peo- 
ple ; they are our frieniia, our neighbors, our relatives. At 
what sacrifice of the comforts of domestic life, of health, 
and of business, they have patriotically answered their 
ooontry's coll for aid, and gone forth U> meet dangers, Mck- 
nesB, and probable death, no historian will ever record. 

Fur this army of citizen soldiery the country feels the 
liveliest sympathy, and takes every opportunity to make it 
manifest by substantial aid. In every 'locality throughout 
the Nortliern and Western States, voluntary organiiatiooa 
exist for supplying nil the necessaries for the comfort and 
protection of the soldier on duty, and hospital supplies for 
those confined to hospitals. With characleriatic enthuMasm 
our people lavish their bounties upon every organitatJOQ 
which promises lo supply the suffering with their charita- 
ble offerings. From the Sanitary Commission, which dis- 
tributes the generous contributions of our cititens on & 
liberal scale :n all the camps and hospitals of our widely 
extended army, to the most limited village society, (he 
moat commendable activity prevails among the people iQ 
supplying the wants of our citizen soldiers. They fill every 
hospital to which they have acoem with the most substao- 
tial'fooda and drinks; they have but to learn the wants of 
any class or condition of soldiers, and the supply is irame- 
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dUUt, and, of course, Blwtiys Umely. No one ca& fully 
appredste the vdue of ihB rolontary tssoci&tkiDB of the " 
country for the relief of sick aoldiera, and especially the 
great cenlrsl organization, (he Sanitary Commission, who 
has not walked through the wards of a military hoapital, 
and listeoed to the feeble protestatioo of the sick against 
stale bread and sour molasses as a diet, and bad the privi-- 
lege of supplying promptly, butter, jellies, winea, elc, etc., 
freah from the country, without the formality of official 
routine. Masy of the dark and repulsive phases of war are 
relieved by (be spontaneous outgushing of a people's sym- 
pathy for their noble defenders. War is thus knitting heart 
to heart, stAte to state, sectjon to section, in closer, boiler, 
and more testing bonds. 

But when we pass from tho free, spontaneous activity of 
our voluntary organiiations to the sphere of official duties, 
we pass, as it were, from tfae tropical to the polar regions. 
All ie now formality and frigidity. If tliere is a heart to 
fee^ the features are stiffened, and cannot relax with sym- 
pathy; the hand is paralysed, and can give no aid. The 
power to relieve human suffering, sorrow, and death, are 
idle incentives to exertion. The official moves in a circle, 
lis feat bound, and bis eyes blindfolded. Ha seems deaf to 
hU entnaties, and insensitile to every appesL He s«ea 
nothing, hears nothing, knows nothing beyond the limit* 
of the official seat on which he has grown callous by long 
and undisturbed sitting. Red tape, official routine, dull 
and insensible formahsm, are the curse of our Government, 
■od but for the generous activity of voluntary societies, 
would be the ruin of our armies. From every quarter we 
hear the same universal complaint of want of preparation, 
of tardiness to meet the exigencies of battles, and, in con- 
3equen(%, of tb^ sacrifice of human life, with a vast amount 
of needless suffering. The horrors of the battle-fields of 
BuURun, Fort Donaldson, Pittsburgh Landing, .Williams- 
burgh, etc, can never be written, and yet all occurred 
under circumstances which allowed of more or less com- 
plete preparation. The battle of Bull Run took place under 
the immediate inspection cf the official head of the Medical 
Bureau ; it was planned weeks beforehand, and admitted 
the most ample medical provision; yet the nation has not 
and never wiH cease to thrill with horror at the mention 
of its name, and the recollections of the terrible suffei^ 
ings which followed the disaster. At Fort Donaldson the 
poor sufferers remained for days uncared for, lying on 
the snow ; not because succor was not at hand, for private 
bounty had furnished an ample supply and freely offered 
it ; but because an official, rejoicing in the glittering bauble 
" IT. 3.," could not unwind the red-tape which bound his 
official legs, in forty-eight to sixty hours. Pittsburgh Land- 
ing found the same army utterly unprepared in its medical 
department for battle, and the first assistance that reached 
the sufferers came from Chicago, hundreds of miles distant, 
by private hands, after the news of the battle was received. 
Here was exhibited "blood-red-tape" in its brightest 
colors. Tardiness and tedious formality marked every 
movement for days, while hundreds of wounded were 
weltering in their blood, unable to move a atep from the 
qM>t where they fell The recent batde of Williamsbui^h 
was but a repetition of the sama scenes, with all their sad 
and harrowing consequences. The wounded were left 
unprovided with attendants, shelter, or means of b^nspor- 
tation, except of the rudest character. The principj pro- 
Tisions for the immediate care of tha nek and wounded 



were, as in nearly every instanAe, made by the Saoituy 
Comminion or charitable associations. 

In our military hospitals we find the same want of ear- 
nest and systematic labor. The sick and wounded are 
waiting at the tlireshold before the building is in readineSM 
to receive them, though the emergency was long foretold; 
many of the hospitals are poorly provided with the neces- 
sary stores, though there is an abundance bound up in red- 
tape, near at hand. The removal of convalescents to dis- 
tant localities is alteaded with the same delays, disappoint- 
ments, and.oRen repeated failures. The difficulties attend- 
ing transportation often seem insurmountable, so circuitous 
is the channel through which the proper authority makes 
known its hehest& 

We recur to these facts, with sorrow and shame. The 
genius of our Qovemment should make its official acta as 
free and prompt as are tlie sympathies of the people. War 
has its exigencies, and one of the most notable will be, 
we trust, the rejuvenation of every Department of Govern- 
ment. Already has it purged the Medical Bureau of much 
of its dulneas, and energized ils decrepid members with 
younger blood and a more elastic spirit. This work of re- 
form should not cease until every department is purified, 
and energy and efficiency supplant dulnesa and stupidity. 



1 THE WEEK. 



Tub dangers of conSf^ation from the storage of inflam- 
mable oils within the city limits were last week suddenly 
demonstrated on a large and moat destructive scale. In 
thb accident we see the value of a Metropolitan Board of 
Health controlling such sources of destruction of human 
life and property in the adjacent cities, and their waters. 
An evoning pi^r gives the following account of the Are, 
with some very practical suggealions : — 

" If the wind bad been westerly yesterday the greater 
part of Williamsburgh would probably have been di'siroyed, 
and this through the careLesanesa of some person while 
handling petroleum, which was unloading from a lighter 
aloQgwde a dock on which a great quantity of the same 
exceedingly combustible oil was stored. A calk fell and 
troke open ; the gases arising from the spilled oil oaught 
fire, as ia reported, from a Ughted dgar in the mouth of a 
laborer on the vessel, and in an instant the lighter was is 
flames. As the flames reached the remainder of her cargo, 
barrel after tiarrel exploded, increasing the fierceness of the 
flames, which presently caught on the dock and spread 
destruction all around, 

" Fortunately this happened on the waterside. But there 
are in the heart of the business part of New York numbers 
of buildings in which these extremely combustible oils are 
stored. We could point out a aingle block which contains 
not leas than five or aix such depots of petroleum and kero- 
sene, and tills in one of the most crowded business centres. 
Suppose such an accident should happen in one of these 
warehouses. It may occur at any time ; for the very walb 
and floors, even the pavements outside tlie buildings, glisten 
with the spirit-oil. and the slightest touch of Same in a 
favorable spot would kindio a fire ivliich might lay in ashes 
property to the amount of millions. 

''We have no doubt that the proprietors of these ware- 
houses use great care to prevent such accidents. They 
would do this for their own interest. But they ouiht not 
to be permitted t« store any such hazardous substance 
within the city limits. They should be forced to keep their 
depots without the city, and let those who retail these oils 
bring in their daily supplies, under proper restrictions, and 
on condition of keeping these in depots constructed for the 
purpose. It is not permitted to store gunpowder ii ' 
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dtj limits ; but these coaI and esrtfa oils are almost as for- 
midable as powder. The subtle gas whicb cornea rMm 
theta, carburet of hjdrof^n, whan mixed with a toIudm of 
oxygen, or of atniosphenc ur, will explode like gunpowder 
on contact with fire. It does not need a flame to kindle 
it. We hope to see our city authorities take such action in 
this matter as will at once relieve our business community 
from a peril which grows every day greater, from the rapid 
increase ki tLe rock oil and kerosene buuneas. 

Br an Ordinance introduced into tJie Common Council of 
this city, a new hospital for sick soldiers is to be establish- 
ed by the city, adding another and most important charily 
to tlie large number already devoted lo ilie disabled volun- 
teers. The committee of the Common Council to whom 
the subject was referred, have reported favorably on accept- 
ing the building in the Central Park, known as the " Aca- 
demy of Mt. 8L Tiifcent," which ha^ been tendered to the 
city by the Central Park Commi^oners. This build- 
ing was formerly in charge of the Sisters of Charity, 
and " is beautifully situated on the high, blufTy land 
overlooking Harlem, and the villages on Long Island and 
Weslcheater county, together with ibe islands on the East 
Biver, ibe Palisades on the Hudson, and tlie beautiful and 
Taried landscape of the Central Park ; it is large, commo- 
dious and airy, well ventilated, and affording accommoda- 
tions for ait least ux hundred patients ; it is surrounded by 
beautiful grounds, embracing Rome five or six acres of the 
mast beautiful portion of the Central Park; it is easy of 
access, while sufficiently removed by distance from the 
annoyance arising from (he idle curiosity of passers-by." 
The general charge of the affairs of the Institution will 
be confided to the Sisters of Charity. The followingia the 
proposed list of Medical ofBcers; — 

ContuUmg Siirgtont.—YALaxrniM Hott, U.D. ; Alkz. H. 
Stbvbhs, M.D. : WiLLARD Parker, M.D.j Odrdon Buck, 
M.D. ; Alfrbd C. Post, M.D. ; Jium R. Wood, M.D. ; Wm. 
H. Van Bdrin, M.D. -, Thomas M. Markob, M.D. - William 
Dethold, M.D. ; Aloheo Clark, M.D. ; Joseph M. SHrrn, 
MD.; Isaac Wood, M.D. ; John T. Metoalti, M.D, ; Usir- 
rt D. Bolelet, M D. ; Edmcnd R. Pbablee, H.D. ; Jauu 
O'Borei, M.D. ; Coarues HimcatL, M.D. ; James Amdir- 
BOH, H.D. 

AUendina Sargmn». — Johb J. Chakk, M.D. j Hbkrt B. 
Sahbs, M.D. ■ 1'homas C. Finnell, M.D. ; G. F. Wooif- 
WARD, M.D. ; E. Krackowizbh, M.D. : J. K. Mbbritt, M.D.; 
J.8.TREDAUD, M.D. 

AUending Phf/aieiani. — Wii. H. Draper, M.D. ; Abra- 
ham Jacobi, M.D. ; GioRQE B. Swift, M.D. ; Elbworth 
Eliot, M.D. | F. N. Otis, M,D. ; E. B. Beldait, M.D. ; 
Mark Blumbntbal, M.D. 

Rmident Phytidan and Sargam. — J. J. Codhollt, M.D. 

Bt the recent Act of Congress liiere is to be afipoinM a 
number of Medical Storekeepers. The Adjutant-Qfeneral 
haa issued the following General Order in relation to their 
^ipointment : — 

" The following are the regulations which will govern 
the appointment of Medical Storekeepers under the first 



will be assembled by the Secretary of War, to 

such applicunts as may by him be authorized lo appear 

befAre iL 

" Seetynd; Candidates, to be eligible to examination, shall 
not be 1. SB than 25 years or more than 40 years of age, 
shall possess physical ability to perform their duties salis- 
factorily, and shall present with their applicatior^s sati^ac- 
tory evidence of good moral character. 



" rWd .- Candidates will be inquired to rase ■ 
tory examination in the otdiotry branches of a gpod Etig- 
lish education, in pharmacy and materia medics, and h>~ 
give proof that they possew the requisite business qualifim- 
tioUB for the position. " 

" JJiurtt .- The Board wiB report to the Secretary of Vfta 
the relative merits of iLe candidates ezamiiMd, and tbey 
will receive appointments accordingly. 

" lyih : When appointed, each Medical Storekeeper vnD 
be required to give a bond in the amount of (40,000 before 
he shall be allowed to enter on the performance of his 

Toe members of the Chicago Sanitary Oommisnon, Pmor, 
IsBAM snd Mr. Pattoh, who visited Pittsburg Landing 

with hospital supplies, speak in the following eompUnwn- 
tary terms of Dr. Hbkrt S. Hewitt, Uedioal IMrector, 
who, it will be remembered, was suspended from duty, od 
aeeonnt of charges preferred against him : — 

" We met also Dr. Hewitt, the Medical Directw of Geo. 
Grant's forces. Tbtmgh, since oar misuon, be has been . 
suspended, to allow inquiry into the charges preferred, \ 
^aiQSt him upon previous matters hy parties at Cmdnnati. 
concerning which we have no knowledge, and express DC 
opinion, we must do him tixe Justice lo say, that ' 
tnorouKhness of professional ktrawledge and plans for I 
army, ne is one of the ablest surgeons whom we have n 
in the service, and has uniformly treated us with perfect 
courtesy, and co-operated willmgly and actively m — 
measures. And inasmuch as many have attribuleJ U 
incompetence or neglect, the destitution of medical and J 
hospital supplies after the battle, we would barely state 
three' facia :— 1. Dr. B. made ap[tlicBtion, in vain (we have 
Been and read the official answer), nearly a month befor* 
the battle, for a supply' adequate to such sn emergency. 
2. On the Sunday after the battle, the regimental hospital 
supplies on hand were plundered by the enemy, when the 
ips were taken. 3- General Buell's army, in its haste, 



thrown upon the hands of the surgeons. Even rags and 
bandagies were wanting, except as we supplied them, and 
new sheets were toi'n up by the surgeons for such use, 
white we turned over to the medical purveyor a large part 
of our stock of chloroform, hia own being entirely ex- 
hausted I" 



We have alluded to tho prospectus of the " Medical fi 
of the City of New Tork for 1862," p[«pafed by Da. Geo. 
H. Tucker; the work ts now issued, and fully sustains the 
recommend at LOU which we then made. It embraces sU 
the local statistics of the profes»on for the past year, con- 
nected with our societies, colleges, and public iusiiiutions, 
with a large variety of other useful informatioiL This 
work is very much needed, and its inception, at welt aa 
execution, reflect honor on its author. It deserves such 
liberal support of tlie profession as will enable the compile 
another year to add largely the scattered materials of the 
history of medicine in New York. 

Losses m TBI Medical Dbpartmbnt or Qm. Baves' Armt. 
—The loss in medical men waa large. Dr. Mitchell, Fiist 
Maryland, wounded and captured at Front Royal ; Dr. Gil- 
lespie, Twenty second Indiana, left at Stra^urgj Dr. Pur- 
ler, Aasist. Surgeon U.S.A., left at Strashurg; Dr. Ltland, 
2d MassachuseliB, captured on the field at W inche8t«r ■ Dr. 
Johnston, Fourteenth Indiana, captured on the field at Win- 
chester; Dr. Adolphus, Best's regular battery, remained to 
lake oare of sick eaptared in ambulance ; Dr. Biasell, Asust- 
ant Surgeon, PifUi Conneotlcut, captured; Dr. Sione, As- 
sislant Surgeon, Second Maasachusetis, captured at hospital 
in Winchester. 
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Emi D'lnn BreuoeiiiPBiE TTNmitsELLE be la Uebecdib, 

' BB LA CHtRUmOIB, ET m LA PnAKllAOIE MlUTAIU: Part 

I. TiOTOR RoaiB, BdiUar. Paris. 1863. 
Tais iDterMliDK volume, which the medical public owe to 
the hdeluiigable iodusiry of U. Rozier, will, we are eure, 
reconnnend itself to the profession as one of a special 
character. No similar compilation, we believe, exiata 
in aoy l^guage, and probably no other person could have 
bi'eii seledled better fitted for the task than the accomplished 
gentleman \vho has edited it. Some idea of the import- 
ance of the *;ieiice of Mililarj Wedicine may be inferred 
from tbe likct Ihat llie list of n-orks mentioned in tblp firtt 
part reaches tke high number of 4,4341 Manj of Itiese 
works are of course out of print ; but of moat of them M. 
Rozier can furnish one copy al least. We have personally 
examined his slock, also that of other Parisian booksellers, 
and are conRdeiit tbat no other person can furnish such 
a of MililbT Medicine, Surgery, and Pharmacy 
J. 0. 



This Society held its Third Annual Meeting at fieQowB 
Palla, Yt., May 7, 18a|. The President being absent. Dr. 
Ltkah Brooks of Aovrorth, N.H., was elected President 



Dbs. CKOWLrr, of H 

of Acworth, were then ■ 

The Association then pri 

ing oEBcers for the veal 

President, W. 



Iiut Holly, and N. Gbodt Broou^ 
wcted members of the Association. 
Seeded to the election of the foUuw- 
^nsuing. 

VicB-PRESiDEN'^ H. H. Palmer, Ludiom, VL 

ReO. SECKKTAiY, H. G. HoLION, PutnOJ. Vt. 

. Cor. rirrBErJFy, S. G.JAuvia, C/artmont, N.R. 

TltEAHl-RER, SRtHL. KlCHOLS, BtOoWt FulU, t t. 

The President I'len called upon the members succes- 
sively to state wMi disease.') had prevailed in their several 
localities since llie last meeting. 

Br. SiHoNS, of Saxton's River, reported an epidemic of 
ineaales of niild type, there being nothing of particular im- 
portance to be noticed. 

Dr. Sawter, of Springfield,' mentioned the following 
cases; IsL A wonian seven months advanced in uteru- 
gestation was attacked with measles. The eruption was 
very alight. There was present from the first conciiderable 
congestion of llie lungs, with aphonia. She passed on to 
her full time and waa deli»er«l of a dead child. She did 
not recover from the aphonia, and waa left in an antemic 
and anssarcoiis condition. He wished to inquire the in- 
fluence of measles upon pregnant women. 

2d. A man was seized, as he supposed, with severe pnia 
in one vf the molar teeth. He applied to a di-ntisU who 
extract4^d it. The pain increased, with swelling of both 
bee and' tongue. Sui^uration followed, and exfulisiion 
resuked. He would inquire what the Pathology of the 
case was. Was it one of simple Mriosteal inflammation T 
If »o, would it not be beet lo cut down, as in other cssetT 
Dr. Crane, of Springfield, bad seen many cases of exfolia- 
tion of the alveolar processes. 

Dr. Orowlet, of Mount Hotly, reported tba case of * 
man who was ill tliree or four weeks with severe pain in 
th% side of the bead. At the end of this time a swelling 
appeared neu the mastoid process of llie ItfOipord bun^ 
toe whole side of the face and neck being also slightly 
swollen. He made an inusioD of about an inch in drpta 
without reaching any pus — a deeper incision, however, 
gave vent to a large quantity of thin sanious pus. Sub- 
sequently it waa found uecessaiy to make au opening 
thne or four incbea below. Dr. Scott, of Plymouth, alsa 



saw the case and confirmed the statement of Dr. Crowley; 
but could not understand why there was not more swelling 
with so Uive a quantity of pus. In answer to a question 
from Dr. Hailen, Dr. Crowley stated that there was coa- 
siderable pressure from below upwards. Dr. Holton tLeo 
remarked, that it was probably one of those cases in which 
inflammation occurring in the deep structures, pus had 
burrowed beneath the deep cervical lascia. This is a strong 
areolo-fibrous membrane, the superficial layer of which 
passes in front of the clavicle, and is Usi upon the pec- 
loralis major muscle. If the deep layer he traced down- 
wards, it will be found to pass behind the clavicle, extend- 
ing from tbe t»rtilage of the first rib to the coracoid tirocesi, 
forming the lascia costo-clavicolaris. Owing to tliis dis- 
position of it, we sometimes have pus burrowed here and 
discbarged npoD tbe chest 

Dr. r«RTBi, of Paper Mill Tillage, N. H., reported a 
severe case of puerperal convulaiona in 'which venesectioii 
and opium were used wiihuut controlling them. He ihen 
resorted to llie use of ether, and subsequently to ether and 
chloroform combined. The eflict of this anKsilietic was 
continued for twenty hours. Tlie lubor progressed favor* 
ably. There were no convulsions alter delivery, but ha 
thought there was still some cerebral disturbance. Dr. 
Graves, who saw this patient with Dr. Porter, remarked 
that chloroform combined with ether had a much better 
effect than ether alone, and Lbat when the effect was mort 
powerfiil, tbe contractions of tbe uterus were most foroi- 

Dr. Sawtir had seen several caaes, which were pre- 
ceded by cephalalgia, in which he had recourse to copious 
bleeding, which resulted favorably. Dr. Crane considered 
the paUiology to be prei'sure on the motor nerves, and 
thought that might be removed by veneseciion and cu;^ing. 
Dr. Crowley had seen five cases, all of which bad occurred 
after delivery. He bad relied on phlebotomy and caihar- 
tics, with cold applications to the head. Da. Gbeoo, of 
Newport, remarked tbat in an extensive practice of over 
fil^ year^ he had seen a good many cases both previous 
and subsequenl to delivery. He ihuuglit ihat in all cases 
where tbe contents of the uteiua bad not b«eD [emov«d, 
the first ihing to be done, would be lo remove it. He then 
gave the history of several cases which illustrated this. 
Cblorolbrm and ether be bad never used, but he would 
Stale, for the benefit of the younger memberB of the pro- 
fession, that he had bled a patient to the extent of thirteen 
pounds in a day with ^ut benefit. 

On motion uf Dr. 'ft ebjcb, adjourned for dinner until two 

The meeting was called to order at two p.k and on 

motion of Dr. Holton, Dr. Crane woa invited to read a 
portion of the alaiistical report aeiit in by Dr. Webber. 
This related to epidemic diseases, and was tUcened to with 
great interest. 

Db. Sttles, of Windsor, called the alten^on of th« 
fellows to the bench splint, which he had used with great 
aadsfoction. It oould be easily manu&ctured from tho 
materials always lo be found about dweUiogs. 

Db. Scott i elated the caite of a man who came nnder 
his obEcrvatiun with ununited fracture of the femur of 
eleven montba' standing; which b« succeeded in uniting by 
means of aemicircular baada of iron. Strips of iron suf- 
ficiently long to extend over the seat of the fracture were 
placed aiiteriofly and posteriorly, the rings being then 
applied by means of screws, which pressed upon tb* 
paiallvl pieces. 

Dr. Pohtir presented, and gave tbe history of ao 
acephalous fcetus, 

Tbe following gcntlameD were then ap^nted a goidt 
mitlea to compile and fiublish the statistical reports:— 
'Dbs. Tbatib, WtBin, Uiutuki, Hasletox, and Holioh. 

On motion ol Dr. Grbgo, the following gentlemen were 
appointed a committee to examine tlie claims of candidates 
fur admission :— Dbs. Greoo, Sawter, Cbowlet, Hinata- 
BOH, and ZwiTOBEH. 
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MEJ>ICAL NEWS. 



On motion of Dr. Jarffin, the JuTy meeHne will be 
held Bt Bratlleboro, and the BUlamnd one at WindBOr. Dr. 
Edmanda then moved to instruct the Secretary to present 
the pTooeedings of the Society to one or more Journala for 
publication. 

The aasociatjon then adjourned to the first Wednesday in 
July. 

B. D. HoLTOH, Rec. See. 



Corrrsponkna 



HOSPITALS AT FORTRESS MONROE. 

Nit You, U>; U, IStl 
[Tb Uia Editor of tht Amtcm Uidiou Tihb] 
Sir: — Having recently returned fifom ForlreBa Monroe, I 
send you a brief statement of aome of the objects of interest 
in the military hospitals of that vioinity. The old Hygcia 
Hotel, attached to the fortress, has been converted into a 
military hospital, with Beveral hundreds of beds occupied by 
sick and wounded soldiers. About two miles west of this 
' is the Chesapeake HospiUl under the supervision of Dr. 
McCat, Briffade-Surgeon. The principal building in this 
locality ia a large.edince known sa the Chesapeake Female 
College; besides tb is, there are connected with this esta- 
blishraent two detached cottages and a considerable number 
of tents. There are six or aeven hundred beds in the esta- 
blishment occupied by medical and surgical patieets, includ- 
ing a lai^e number of soldiers wounded at Williamsburgh 
at the gTe«t battle on the 6th Inst. Between the Hygeia 
and the Chesapeake Hospitals is tbe Mill Creek Hospital, 
under the supervision of Brigade-Surgeon Hdnt. This is a 
gigantic shantv, containing two hundred and fifty beds 
occupied by soldiers who were wounded at Witliamsburgh. 
The situation of the Mill Creek Hospital is low and marshy, 
and the air around it is redolent with foul odois. Among 
the wounded in tbe^e hospitals are many of the confederate 
soldiers, although the large m^ority is composed of men 
who fought for the stars and stripes. The soldieia of both 
armies are treated witli equal kindness and care, and 1 have 
. abundant evidence that the wounded rebels appreciate fully 
the kindness with which they have been treated. 

All the wounds which came under my observation, were 
infiicted at the battleof Wtlliamsburgb on the 5th inet., and 
they came under my notice on the 12th, exactly a week 
after the battle. They were then in a statA of imperfect 
suppuration, the sloughs not yet having been thrown off. 
Nearly all of them were occasioned by musket or rifle balls, 
either conical or spbericaL Some of them were occasioned 
by buck-shot or small bullets fired from revolvera A few 
were occasioned by fragments of shells. In a few instances 
balls were lodged in the tissues; but, in most cases, they 
had passed through the body or limb, and had escaped 
through a second opening. In one instance, a single ball 
had made six holes, having passed through the fleshy part 
of both thighs and through tlie scrotum, without apparently 
injuring eitJier testicle. In another instance, a bail hud 
passed through the right Ibrearm, and through the right 
aide of tbe tliorax, making four holes. In one case, a ball 
passed through the right side of the corpus oavernosum, 
thence through the root of the scrotum, and through the 
left side of the corpus spongiosum, making a free passage 
for tbe urine through the perineum, and without injuring 
the thigh, A young man from Mississippi was shot 
through both lungs ; he discbai^ed fVom the wounds enor- 
mous quantitJea of bloody and purulent Quids. He surviv- 
ed the injury more than three weeks, and almost to the 
last had auffident strength to ait up when his wounds were 
dressed. One man had a wound of the hif^joint, the ball 
having passed through the great trochanter, and tbence 
through tiie head of the femur, and across the dorsum of the 
ihum to the cleft of the nates. He lived eleven days aft«r 
the injury. Another with compound fracture of the thigh 
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near its middle, with extensive shattering of the bone, and 
with very profuse suppuration, aurrived the injury about 
three weeks. 

There were a number of cases of secondary tuemor- 
riiage. The firat occur, ed ten days after the infliction of 
the wound. The caae was that of a young mao in whom 
the ball had passed from the upper and inner part of the 
thigh, a little below the pubes. down to \iie upper and outer 
part of the leg near the bead of the fibula. The h#nor- 
rh;^ was sudden and profuse, the blood issuing frum the 
upper wound. As the track of the ball was very extensive, 
and the exact situation of the opening from ^^cb the 
htcmorrhage proceeded quito uncertain, I appli^T a liga- 
ture to the femoral artery, a little below the ori^ of Uie 
profunda. On the aflernoon of tlie same day, I was called 
-to see the patient again, being informed tha^ bleeding had 
recurred. On openmg the wound, I found a smalt recur- 
rent artery near the lower part of the incision which I had 
made throwing out a jet of dark blood. I tied Uiis little 
vessel, and there was no return of htemorrhage, but the 
patient died of pyaemia eight days afterwards. 

The next caae of secondary bsemorrhage occurred on the 
day following the preceding case, viz. eleven days after the 
battle. It occurred from a wound In the mouth Uaverstng 
the right aide of the neck behind Lhe'anrieof the jaw. ^he 
hfemorrhaga was arterial and profuBe; I tied the primitive 
and interual carotid arteries. The hiemorrhage did not^ re- 
cur, but the patient died flvm exhaustion about thirty hours 
after the bleeding took place. 

The third case of secondary httmorrhage occurred from • 
wound in the axilla, fourteen day^ after the battle. The 
iifemorrhage was very copious, aj|| the patient appeared 
much exhausted. I cut down mflnfae axilla, and tied the 
artery above and below the wouij' I found that the me- 
dian nerve bad been severed by me ball, and that gaogli- 
form enlargement had taken place aTiits proximal extremity. 
AQ the cases of secondary hiemorr^toe which I saw were 
from the tenth to the axteenth day aScr the injury. 

Hoping that thishaaiy sketch mayie of Interest to your 
* A, G. P. 






I remain yours, e 
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Yellow Fxves ov Boaiu> a Spamibh War SrKauEa. — 

The matter of the Spanish war steamer, Don Antonio 
Ulloa, was brought before the Commissioners of Health, 
and it being satisfactorily established Uiat several cases of 
yellow fever had occurred on board prior to her departure 
ttota Havana, the following resolution was adopted : 

Raolved, That in consequeoceof yellow fever having been 
on board llie Spanbh war vessel IJon Antonio Ulloa, while 
in the port of Havana, the Health Officer be requested not 
to ptermit the ship to ap^iroach nearer than three miles from 
this City ; and that no mtercourse be allowed between the 
vessel and the City, except such official intercourse as may 
be heceasary. 

Tax civil registration of births, marriages, and deaths in 
England and Wales, began on tlie 1st ot July, 1837. By 
the end of la-it year, six months short of a quarier of a cen- 
tury) tki« astounding number of oamea had l>eeu registared 
and transmitted to Somerset House: Persons married, 
7,086,700; births, 14,278,790; deaths, 9,605,536; in all, 
3U,9Tl,02(j, or more than the entire population of tbe Uni- 
ted Kingdom at the present day. 

Bt Older of Gbn. Brown, commanding in New York 
Harbor, Fort Wood will be exclusively devoted to hospi- 
tal purposes, and ia placed under the direction of 3ui^(M>n 
Satterlee. All sick and wounded soldiera arriving at Jersey 
City will be immediately transported to Fort Wood, whence 
they will be disposed of by being, assigned to hospitals, 
turned over to State agents, or sent to their homes, or U 
Fort Hamilton, as may be directed by Surgeon Sloan, 
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^_'™I7' J BiLUTDE HoariuL, Dr. Barku, hair-piHI p.h. 

L UnnUAUiic Uo*Fn<iL,Dn.Biepbt>iiaan*iidflarrlih,li 

!jr^i i JliLLEFitt HoariTAi. Dr. McOreadT, bal[-na>t 1 r.a. 
Dr. Mukn^ bslTpaii 1 r.M. 
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ii.K,-i.. r ^*<' '^"■K llo•FlT«^ Dr. Cock, half-put 1 fjl 

™™,V- J B11.U.TU1 HcsFiTAi, Dr. Wood'a Cllo^l r.-. 

'""'*■ [ OFBnuLMIO BoaritAX, Di*. Btephguun and Oai 
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SPECIAL NOTICES. , 

The Bzximimvg Committee of Be3evue Hofpilal will tntet 
at th» hoaae of Dr. James R. Wc«d, No, 2 Irving Place, <m 
Thursday, Jane 12, 1862, at half past 7 P.M., for Vk pur- 
pose of examining candidates /or Junior Atsixlants to Bdle- 
vite and BlackiotlVs Aland HoipitaU to JUi four or mart 
vacancies in said Jasliluiions. Gentlemtn uiU send their 
appOcalions and references to the chairman at once, 

Jaues R. Wood, Chairman of Examining Committee. 



Dr. Elisha Harris 



Dk. Julius Hombekger, 
Sfietiallg : Oistaets of tlje (Eqc, 

24 West 12th Street. 



WaaulKuiON. uij 10, ISti. 

An Army Medical Board will assem- 
ble in waalik«tun,D. C. onltie litof JnuDait,lbr tb* aumlB*. 

tlon of an^ioanti hr admlaalon tntc (be M«1lail Curpa nf tb* Armr, In 
addilinn to the ordluarr reonlremonu of mural ehineter, ncdlal and 
anritlcd knowladgB.giH-dandenilc cdiicatlon. aod eoupd phygloal condi- 
tion, tbe npiillCHila iniwt he familiar wll h Ibr prtm'plsor hygiene and the 
condition! neccBuiy u the health of Ihe troupi Id boBpluia, cainiia, and 

fiiireriin-a»nrral ; mnat auie the reildeDae vf Us applkant! and (he data 

rrcrho no attcntioai br re~i>eolBbl* laitlmonlala of bia pmvuwInE the 
meirat and [ihyalcBl qDa1mislli>na reqnlilie fnrBlllDE cirditabl;ther»]wn- 
clble >1ail"n, and Ii<r perfurmlng ■bl]' tka anluuiu and active duties of an 



I Ih^y an Indltpantable prer 

""noriaU"' '""^b^vl 'ih 1 IbJ ^^"'''^ 
Thereani''na«.atd toan4iU ocou, wi 



uelei In tha Medical 



John W. Shedden, Apothecary, 



rtng'i. and other Hne pirparatlons slwaji 



P. W. Bedford, 

745 Sxth Avenue, near Forty-fintrth Street, 

Oppoaita Sixth ATeDO* Bsnraad Depot. 

Wm. H. Davol, M.D., late Physician 
to L. 1. CulliKe Iloapltal, Brooklvn, removed tu St. Faol. Minn. 



to L. 1. Cullwe Iloapltal, Brooklvn, removed tu St. faol. Minn. 
Jf«'«r*iKM.-C. L.l41tcbolL M.D., T. L Maaun. M.D, Pnl K. N '■ 
[qaB.M.D., of BrooMyB; Prot Aualln r " " " - - - 
ILD.,of New York. 
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JULIUS HOilBERGER, M.D., Editor. 
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The Unlvriaal Society of Ophtlialmologj-. 



k^t 



NEAV BOOKS. 

Sent Free hj Mall on Bacclpt oT Price. 

a (P. L.) The Ambulance Sur- 

"' -*— IB Onnabot Woanda. llint^ £dli- 

iLtnu Burmiu, MO BTDadwaj-. N. T. 
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plinical Essays, by B. W. Richardson, 
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Gmelin(L.) Hand-Book of Chemistry. 
Toll M EdWoB. r»ilatd. Bvo, London, WI. 18.19. 
BAiLuaan ija<n1IU^M0 Broadwnl, N. T. 

S«ll Fraa by Mall on B«oalpt at Frioa. 

lilepsy: its Symptoms, Treatnient, 

and Eebitlon lu other Chronic Uoninlalv* DIaeaaaa, bj J. R. lt*r- 
way, H. T. 
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E. & S. FOUGERA, PHARMACEUTISTS, 
Ko. 30 K. William st., N. York, and Ko. 169 Atlantic st, Brooklyn, 

GEifERAL AGENTS FOR THE FOLLOWING PREPARATIONS: 

Aesvn : T. UETCALF it CO^ Bostox, Uasl ; 
MASSOT, St. Lonia,Mo.; 



H. P. WAKELEB, Sait Fravciboo, CAuromvu. ; & L 
, Baltiwokc, HABTi.Ans no, no. 



T0 be Iim4 «h0 lr«n tbe (Int c|aM Dnis tton^ 



A1BE8PETBE-S BLISTERINa TISSUE. 
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■GENEVOIX PURE OIL OP HORSB CHESNUT8. 
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QUEVENNE'S IRON AND DRAGfiES OF IKON 
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PAULIINIA-FOURNIER, 
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TTie eflleMT of tbl> np" nrapaimU™, ooDUlnlnii two Imporlmt ■lomaaU 
irf our tTtaa, Inn and Pbpipbonia, li Ddinnud hj all I'hfitalana vhB 
baie ampli>7«] II. Italni botaa •iaall;r b)> tba Boat delloila (lonaeba, f 
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E. A 6. FOVCIERA, Pharmaceutittt, IVew Y«rk and Brooklyn, 

Gbhikal Aobktb for thk abotx Fbxparatioxs. 

H3. PaARMAomnvTi aito Wholisal* .DBraaisTS will find it to their ftdnmtajEe to tend for our new 
Pricfl Chureiit, m which the pricei of Imported French Medioinal Preparations are much radnced. 
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LECTURES ON 
NEW REMEDIES AND THEIR THERAPEU- 
TICAL APPLICATIONS. 

SEW YORK MEDICAL COLLEGE AND CHARITT HOSPITAL. 

Br SAMUEL B. PERCY, M.D., 
LECTURE VIL 



GxKTLEUEH :— In one of our pre»iouH lectures we fully dis- 
cussed the botanical charailerihlics and history of the jalap 
root, so that we need not in the present lecture aijuin rcl'er 

There are very few of the new medicinal preparations 
that vary more in their effi-cl3 upon ihe systeui than the 
jalapin of commerce. This variation in ihc strength is 
owing to the difierent methods by which the commercial 
jalapin is prepared I have seen samples tliat were but 
Blij(titlj puigatii'C in doses of ten giains, whi-reas tliitt 
which is properly prepared should act freely in the close of 
one t.i three grama. The difference in effect is not owing 
to the variation iu the different samples of jalap root used, 
but to the diffL-rent methods of preparation by the venders 
of the article ; for some are not contrnt with gi^'ing all the 
resin ihe jalap contains, but in addition puL with it the 
watery ex tract. 

A g'eai many analyses of jalap root have been made; 
all, of course, varying, because diuert-nt samples of the root 
have been used. The must complete nnnlysis is that made 
by Oerber, but there arc a Urge ndmber of others that ate 
equally valuable in a commercial view as the amount of the 
active pri[iciple is given. Of these latter analyses, we shall 
Bflect several, as tiiey show at a gloncu the value of the 
jalap rout, both medicinally and cominerciully. 
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S. PBRCTS AHALTSIS. 

r*In Jalip sDodrmard 0»i>d olAelDaL T«t tb* co 
b)r Drug Eumlaer. FIM. Swgnd. tiring, 

fUn, 4 1 IT 14 IS 

EiituUti, » a IS H K 

Bureu, 11 IB IS 31 tt 

WMarDtir^ TO H 4» 41 IT 

100 10« 100 SOO ' 100 

It will be seen by these analyses, that the amount of 
resin in true officinal jalap variea very greatly, being u 
small as 9'6 iu an analysis made by Heory, and as large as 
23 in an analysis of a very superior quality of root, made by 
myself. The United States Uoverument requires that no 
jaUp shall be imported that does not yield 11 per cenL of 

Am. Umd. Tuns, Vou IV., No. 24. 



reain. It will be seen, in the analysis given by Henry, that 
the worm-ealen jalap yielded a larger amount of rewn tl:an 
the other samples, and, therefore, it has since been argued, 
and universally taught in the books, that worn}..e*ten jal^ 
was to be preferred for making the reain ; but this is false 
reasoning, and is not according to facta. I wiU grant that 
the worm-eaten jalap is generally very dry, and, therefore, 
should yield a larger percentage than Ihe same weight of 
root that is mnint; but that the worms eat (he starch, as it 
is alleged, and leave the resin, is all fiction. Years ago I 
tried a number of experimenta to eettle this question. I 
divided whole roots of jalap, and weighed them accurately, 
keeping one-half in a tightly closed jar, and putting the 
other half with jalap that was infested with worms until it 
became worm-eaten, and lost from aiz to fourteen per cent 
in wei^t. This latter would powder much more easily 
than that kept in a jar, and when eitpoBed to the drying 
box lost less in drying, but the percentaRe of resin, in an 
equal weight of the dried powders, varied but a mere trifle. 
The rejulta were alike in three sucii esperimenla. Tou can 
draw your own inferences as to whether it is better to pur- 
chase a good sample or a worm-ealen one; but if you will 
visit the drug mills you will find that in jalap and many 
other substances, the age of administering worms in powder 
has not entirely paa'ed away. It will be plainly seen, by 
comparing the analyses of Henry, that (he worm-eaten root 
was originally the best jalap, na it contained, even after it 
was worm-eaten, a large amount of starch and a much lesa 
amount of woody fibre than the other samples. 

In the analysis that I have given above of false jalap, I 
am happy to say that a very large quanti^ that came to 
this port was condemned by the Drug Examiner. The 
small amount of resin that I obtained from it was not pur- 
gative in doses of two gruDS. The last analysis ^iven was 
of small selected roots, sliced in uniform-aiaed pieces, and 
put on strings to dry. I have seen but few such samples in 
the market. 

Uethod of Preparing t/ie Resin. — There are a great many 
foriiiulfc for the (iripMiaMon of iliis article, but the one I 
prefer is a mo<liacatnin -iftliat of Ohri-tison. Inio a glass 
or earthen displacement apparatua a layer of animal char- 
coal ia introduced; upon this, coarsely powdered ialap, mixed 
with about one-halt ila bulk of animal charcoiil, is plai.'ed. 
The whole is moistened with alcohol (eigliiy-six per cent.), 
and alIowe4 to stand for twenty-four hours ; percolation ia 
then allowed lo proceed, and frefli alcohol added until the 
percolate pi'ccipiuiies but Itille resin upon being dropped 
mio water, llie whole of ilie percolate is mixed, and the 
alcohol distilled oS" at a low heat until tno-tliii'ds of the 
alcohol havepu*aed over. The residue is then slowly poured 
into cold water, from which ilie resin eepaiates. It is then 
thrown upon a streii.hed airainer and washed wiih water, 
and dried. It may be kept either in rolls or powdered. 

When Ihorouglily dried, tliia resin is nearly all eulubte in 
alcohol ; it is insoluble in oil of turpentine and tixed oils. 
It is soluble in alkaline solutions. A portion only is solu- 
ble in ether, amounting to 25 to 35 parts in 100, This 
portion soluble in ether is called the Bolt Resin, while that 
part insoluble is tlie Hard Resin, or the Jalapin of Hume. A 
peculiar change takea place in (bia resin of jalap after it has 
been subjected to ihe action of ether. In a very interest' 
ing essay written by Mr. John Long, in the Am. Jour. 
PAorm., vol. xjtiii., p, 487, "On the Resins and Aqueous Ex- 
tract of Jalap," he here stales that afler exhausting the 
ordinary reaiu successively with cold and boiling ether, 
which abstracted 32^ per cent, of sod resin, the residue 
" was treated with several portions of alcohol 95 per cent, 
both hot and cold, but was found to be only sparingly solu- 
ble in that menstruum, entirely soluble in diluted alcohol 
and boiling water;" and he repeated the experiment on 
medicinal resin, carefiilly prepared on a previous occasion, 
with like results. I have repeated these experiments of 
Ur, Long's, and find they are correct, 

Aa I hate before stated, a large quantity of the com- 
mercial reain is but of about double tha itEeogtli of jalap 
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powder, aud is prepared bj mokitif; on aqueous extract, and 
mixing it with Ibe resio. Although jolap root, when treated 
with water, does yield a portion of ila Te»D, this resin is 
wholly absorbed from the aqueous extract by alcohol, and 
the residuum is quite inert. The reflin taken up from this 
aqueous extract by alcohol is purgative in an equal degree 
with that prepared by alcohol as above directed. They are 
botb hydragoguo cathartic in doses of one to four grains. 
The soft resin extracted by etiier is rather more active than 
the two resins ccmbiued, the hard resin being, in my expe- 
rience, rather slower in its operation than the soft, and not 
so apt to gripe. The aqueous extract, if prepared &om 
freeh jalap root, is sligbtly purgative, but if made after the 
extraction of the resin by alcohol, is quite inert. The 
addition of the aqueous extract t« the commercial article is 
therefore fraudulent Mr. Bullock has found a sample of 
"hard resin of jalap "in the market, which owed aU its 
medicinal activity to 34 per cent of resin of gamboge. 

Professor Proctor (Am. Jour. Pharm. vol. iiii., p. 108) 
gives a formula for the preparation of a 6uid extract of 
jolap, which is intended to be a solution of the resin prin- 
ciple formed into a soap with carbonate of potash, and 
sweetened with sugar. His formula is a hydro -alcoholic 
fiuid extract of jalap root, containing the strength of a fiuid 
ounce of the root thus extracted in one fluid ounce of ex- 
tract. It is in my opinion hable to two_ objections— un- 
certainty in its action, and unpleasantuess of taste — both of 
which may be obviated to a great degree by using the resin 
in place of the jalap root We have shown, by a number 
of analyses, that no two samples of jalap root contain tlie 
same amount of resin; wo therefore have with every 
different sample of the extract a difference in strergth. 
The hard resin does not possess a very unpleasant taste, 
nothing like the nauseous taEt« poaacssed by the hjdro- 
alcoholio extract. I have, therefore, been in the habit of 
using the following formula in preference to that of Prof! 
Proctor : — Take of the bard resin of jalap, 384 grains ; car- 
bonate of potassa, 2 drachms ; sugar, 4 ounces ; diluted alco- 
hol, sufficient to make the whole 8 fluid ounces. The 
resin is rubbed in a porcelain mortar with a portion of the 
diluted alcohol and the carbonate of potash ; the balance of 
the diluted alcohol and sugar are then added. The mortar 
is placed on a sand bath, and heat apphed until the sugar is 
dissolved. Each fluid drachm of this extract contains six 
grains of the remn, the maximum dose requirejl ; and the 
dose may at all times be easily calculated, as each minim 
contains one-lenth grain of resin. This has but tittle taste, 
but it can ba further disguised by adding a little essence of 
anise-seed or ginger. This resinous soap of jalap is less irri- 
tating, and lees apt to gripe, than the reain administered 
without the combination ol an alkali. 

Of the pathological effects and therapeutic application 
of jalapin, we need say nothing in this place, as we most 
thoroughly discussed them in our lecture upon Jalap. 



Ik the Oporto Medical Gazette, Dr. Caucellas describes 
a case of poisoning by arum macutatum. A healthy child, 
three years old, while playing about, met with a basket 
containing the flowers, fruits, and roots of the plant, which 
had been collected for the benefit of the pigs after boiling, 
The child chewed and ate some of them; and, on returning 
to his parent^ complained of burning in the lips and mouth. 
When seen h^ the doctor, the child was in a state of proE- 
tration ; he did not speak, but often raised his hands to his 
mouth and throat, and occasionally uttered a piercing cry, 
rising up as if suffocated. The lips, the palate, the tongue, 
the omygdale, pharynx, etc, were swollen; and pain at 
the epigastrium was felt on pressure. He could not swal- 
low, and died asphyxiated during the night. — Brit. Med. 

AiioKO the Representatives from New York devotJng 
much time to the sick at Washington is Mr. Wall, of 
Brooklyn, who dotutes to those wounded in battle all the 
cpmpensation he receives as a member of Congress. 
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or COLD snuiia, nw loaK. 
Ths Hospit*!, which is a temporary wooden structure about 
two hundred and fifty feet in length, by about sixty in 
breadth, and sixty feet high at the greatest elevation, is 
situated on the Peninsula, about a mile from Fortress Moo- 
roe. There are at this time no partitions, and the one 
ward is no doubt the largest in the world, containing two 
hundred and fifty beds. 

I opened the hospital by order of Dr. John M. Cuyler, 
Medi(»l Director, on the Hth of May. The wounded, who 
had arrived the previous night from Williamsburg, wero 
rapidly brought in bj the ambulances. Most of them liad re- 
ceived little or no surgical assistance since the balde, nearlj 
a week before, as they were during all that time in tran~ 
aitu by ambulance or transport from the hatlle-field. But 
few operations had been performed. 

I divided the building into four wards, which were sepa- 
rated merely by the aisles, running lengthwise and croas- 
wise, and interaedJng in the centre of t)ie building. The 
be<l8 were then arranged in sections of twelve each ; each 
section having two rows of six each. There were twcntj- 
two sections; and, as the nttrses were relieved every six 
hours, it was necessary to have fortj-four nurses, that each 
section should have one. Each ward bad a ward masltr, 
and, when practicable, was also supplied with two extra 
nurses for following tiie surgeons during their rounds. The 
nurses were supplied by detdhng soldiers from the regi- 
ments encamped near by ; and one of (he greatest annoy- 
ances I had to contend with in Organizing and managing 
the establishment, was the frequent change of nurses; as, 
each day, some of tliem would be recalled to their regimeni, 
and a new set detailed. This is a very serious evil in lie 
military hospitals, and might, apparently, be ea^ly reme- 
died by enlisting a certain number of men as nurw*. The 
soldiers were generally very mlling, very respectful, and 
attentive; but, necessarily very ignorant of Uieir duties, 
requiring incessant watchfulness and instniction. To pre- 
vent confusion an far as possible, in on apartment containing, 
during most of the day, some three iiundred souls, patients, 
nurses, surgeons and assistants, visitors, etc., etc. all strange 
faces, 1 marked the nurses with red baddies, the assista n t 
nurses with while, the ward masters with yellow. By 
this some approach to order was secured. 

The wounds were mostly made by musket balls and 
buckshot. When a bone was implicated, it was generally 
shattered into numerous fragments, which were, in many 
cases, driven far and wideamong the surrounding soft porta. 
When the bone bad been struck by a miniS rifle ball, it 
shattered it at the seat of the wound, and (hen split it up 
and down for sonje distance. There were only two bayo- 
net wounds, and but few shell wounds. Many wounds 
were apparently made by a flanking fire, as the bolb per- 
forated Uie arm, and either tlie walls of the chest, or the 
muscles of the back, making four openings, or passed 
through tMJth thighs, except when the bone was struck, 

I have been able to classify 214 cases, with regard to the 
teat of the wound. There were — of the fool, ten cases; of 
the hip, thirteen: of the knee, some involving the joint, and 
some the bones forming the joint, eighteen; of lungt, five: 
walls o/ihe chest, eleven; Itg, thirty-eight; thigh, thirty-six 
shoulda; twenty-one; j«iitei», six; $Iaill, three; nedc, five 
face, nine; jtptn*, one; arvi andforearm, seventeen; hand, 
six; bade, mree; wdRs o/abdomen, seven; abdomen, five. 

Six of those wounded in the thigh were also wounded 
elsewhere, some in more than one siWalion; four of those 
of the leg, five of the genitals, the wounds generally involv- 
ing the buttock or thigh, five of theitip, five of the arm, 
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two of the wnll^ of the abdomen, five of the shoulder, three 
of the walla of llie chcal. In some cnsea, there were four, 
five, or hLk diffprent wounds, and yet the patients doing 
■well Many of the arm cases were very severe, necossi- 
tatiijg arapulation at the shoulder-Joint, or exscction of the 
joint or shaft. The woundi", generally, In this and the 
other hospitals, were difficult of management — more so, 
ProK W. Parker remarked, than any he had seen. 

On admiKsion, the mounds involving bones, atid through 
the knee, and the few stumps, were In a \ery utifavorable 
condition. Of the flesh wounds, although penemlly of a 
comiiticated and severe eharacter, most of thorn were in a 
gooa condition, and continued to progress remarkably 
water dressings being generally useil The wounds 
lungs did wefl; (he piitients suffering from them, 1 d 
eipeetorated more or less blood at first, but it had d 

when they entered tlie hospital In one case, the b 



;r part of the right lung, and emerged 



the spine of the scapula, perforating the lung from bo to 
to top. The man sufiered for a few days with pain and c 
and required the use of anodynes, but subiieqiieni d 
well. It would seem from Ihe experience of this lio p 
and T believe the same remark would apply to iho 
hospitals, as far as I could learn, that a gunshot wound of 
the femur is far more dangerous than one of the lung. If, 
however, tlie ball shpuld jiass directly through the rib, 
shattering it, the case would be much more serious. In 
one of the two fatal cases, the ball passed directly through 
the middle of the sternum. One interesting feature of the 
gunshot wounds was the frequpncy of secondary and of re- 
current luemorrhage, and its obstinacy. This Ls not so re- 
markable in military surgery; but it is not so common to have, 
as we did frequently, secondary hiemorrhage in cases where 
tbe amputation, or other operative procedure, was done 
through perfectly healthy parts, at a distance from tbe track 
of the ball. In the first operation perforped in ihe hospi- 
tal, the ball had passed below tlie knee, and the advice of 
more than one surgeon was to amputate at the joint; hut, 
fearing a subsequent ploughing of the posterior fiap, I de- 
cided to go above the knee. Yet this man died on the siilh 
day of secondary hiemorrhago. The bfemorrhage, in all the 
cases, occurred before the period of ulceration of the liga- 
ture through the arterial coals. It is to be regretted that 
past mortem examinations of the stumps were not made, 
but it was utterly impossible without neglectmg tbe uz^nt 
wants of the living. The matter wa=, however, afterwards 
discussed with several distinguished surgeona, to whose 
attention I brouglit the subject. 

Dr. W. Parker had occasion to examine one case where 
death occurred fh>m hemorrhage afler both ends of the 
wounded femoral had been tied by Dr. Bontecou in the 
Hygeia Hospital. He found the portion of artery between 
the ligatures sloughy, and that the slough had e.Ttended 
above the upper ligature, thus causing the fiital hremorrhage. 
A similar instance has fallen under his notice during Uie 
present war. The general opinion was that the hasmorrhage 
is, in most cases, due to sloughing of the artery above the 
ligature, and that the slongliing is due to a depraved con- 
dition of the patient's blood, brouglit on by unfavorable 
hygienic conditions bi-fbre and after the battle. Let us 
briefly examine what these conditions were. For some 
weeks before the army of the Potomac moved fi'om that 
river, the men bad been exposed to a great deal of rain 
and dampness; and for four weeks after they landed in the 
peninsulii, they were more or leas wet day and night, the 
rain scarcely ever ceasing; added to this, the labor wbii.ii 
they perfoimed must have been prodigious.* And, amid 
so much rain and mud, with the n uessity of avoiding fires 
as much as possible, it is to be presumed that the proper 
cooking of friod could not have been systematically attended 
to. Finally, a forced march through deep mud on the 
heels of a flying enemy, to Williamshui^, then an attack 
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under a petting rain, on the entrenchments, and a hard 

fight of several hours, then the wounded lying for some 

hours in the mud and rain, then jolted over horrible roads 

to the York river ; then, after further delay, crowded on 

transports, where they could neither get suitable food nor 

proper surgical attendance, then the trip down the river, 

then another transference to ambulance, and conveyance a 

mile further to the hospital Fatigue, loss of blood, loss of 

sleep, starvation ; for such food as could be served under 

these circumstances was not that which the severely 

wounded could eat. Is it to be wondered at that iha 

blood of these patients should have been dark, thin, difOu- 

d d fib ed? But few operations had been pcr- 

m d tl fid; and the bad cases, those of compound 

pec , were in an exceedingly unfavorable 

d n p ation when admitted. The battle was 

gh Ma, and they were admitted into the hospi- 

h M d y following. The limbs were in many 

gr swollen, infiltrated, and discolored. In 

w t was certain death — a painful, lingering 
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e was almost equallv cei 

a forlorn hope, with a brave and liope- 



ng life ; and if death should ensue, it waa 
a speedy and painless one. Once, I amputated close !o the 
hip-joint in such a case ; the patient died on the tabic soon 
after the completion of the operation, never recovering con- 
sciousness after inhaling tbe ether. Once, Dr. Alden March 
did, the same in the lower part of the thigh, with a fatal 
result, a little less speedy. In many of the less desperate 
cases, where secondary htemorrhage did nut necessitate 
immediate operation, we waited in the hope that the gene- 
ral condition of the patient would be improved by the 
better hygienic conditions in which he was placed, and by 
the better food and nursing. But the local condition con. 
tinued to grow worse, and if the patient ralhed a little at 
first, he soon reached a point beyond which he could not bo 
raised, and he then began to sink again. And we can 
hardly wonder at this, when we reHeet on tbe conditions 
of the wound — a bone shaitered into numerous fragments, 
and often split upwards and downwards almost to the 
adjacent joints, especially when a conical ball indicted the 
wound; these fragments often driven into tlie surrounding 
muscles. This whs the condition of most of tlic eases in 
which we amputated, and exsected. Dr. Macleod, in his 
" Notes on the Surgery of the War in the Crimea," well 
describes the condition of these wounds when left to take 
care of themselves — " I myself examined the limbs of a 
large number of men who died at Scutari during the early 
part of the war, and, in not a single instance almost, did I 
observe tlie slightest attempt at repair; but, on the con- 
trary, invariably found a large sloughing cham1>cr filled 
with dead and detached fragmenla ot boDC, shreds of 
sloughing muscle, and destroyed tissue, into which the 
black and hfelesa bones projected their irregular extremi- 
ties, and across which, lying in every direction, but seldom 
in the aiis of the limb, were dead and detached sequestra, 
the 'fracture-splinters' of the accident." What was to be 
dope with these cases under the circumstances? Clearly, 
one of two things— either amputate, and remove a source 
of irritation at once, or make a large incision, remove all 
foreign bodies, as Sfiiinters of bone, balls, etc., saw off Ihe 
jagged ends of bone if expedient, put the limb in as immov- 
able a position as possible, and hope (brsubseqoent approx- 
imation of fragments, and a restored hmb. Both thesn 
expedients wereTrequenttv resorted to. Exsection of the 
continuity of the femur, of* the os brachii, and of the slioul- 
der-joint, were liberally practised in the dificrent hospitals. 
This was strikingly the ea.=e in the general hospital under 
Dr Bontecou, where a large humber of eTseciioni were 
performed ; the results of which, it is to be hoped, he will 
one day give to the profession. My connexion with the 
hospital ceased before the resulu of all our cases could be 
ascertained; but very many were falnl, especially the 
amputations; Becondary hemorrhage, stoiighing, and ex- 
haustion carried them off. Fycemiayfpi t^ nnu sfj^Te^ 
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bad oal J one coee of Ulania. To quote again from Macleod 
— " The depressed conflition of body to which the bard- 
Ehipsofworhadredaced the men, mule & severe compound 
fracture of the femur syDonymous with death." I must 
quote still further from Dr. Madeod's languwe, so descrip- 
tive of what I myself noticed. " Many of our patjents 
looked rery well at first — appeared perhaps strong enough, 
and expressed such a confident hope in the reauli, as almost 
to deceive their surgeon. The injury might not appear 
very severe; CJie bone was undoubtedly broken, but it 
might not be much comminuted; and thus we flattered 
ourselves, and began a trial hopefully, which always ended 
in disappointment. The golden opportunity was allowed 
to pass, tuid BO we entered on a road which led to death, 
whether through the portal of amputation or any other. 
The struggle soon beEnn; suppuration set in. The disease 
which lurked in the ' otood aud bone' showed itself." 

Now, it may be asked, in view of the utter helplessness 
of these cases when left to themselves or to secondary ope- 
ratioDB — Whether it would not have been far preferable to 
have operated on the field, or as soon after the battle as 
practicable 7 If tie worst cases had been amputated, and 
the more favorable cases of compound fracture incised freely, 
and the loose fra^ents of bone and rough ends, re moved, 
and an extemporized splint placed on the limb, it is certain 
that the journey would have been far better borne, and 
probablv the wounds in a far better condition. Snys John 
Bell, "it is less dteadful to be dragged along with a neat, 
amputated stump, than with a swollen and fractured limb, 
where the arteries are in constant danger from the splin- 
tered bones ; and where, by tie least rude touch of a splin- 
ter asainet some great artery, the patient, in a very moment, 
loses his life," The wounds of the knee-joint, especially, 
should have received earlier attention, as they are the most 
fatal of al], according to the large experience of the Crimean 
war. They were in a dreadfiU condition when admitted ; 
the treatment pursued was generally to make a free open- 
ing on either side, and remove the ball if it hsd not made 
its own way out, and make a free outlet for the unhealthy 
discharge. But the cases, as usual, progressed unfavorably. 
At tie present day, there seems to be a disposition to sacri- 
ijce too many lives at the altar of conservative surgery. 
Long ago sucb was tlie case ; but nearly aU the great author- 
ities in milituy surgery finally came to the unwelcome 
oooclu»on, that to save life the limb muel be sacrificed. It 
was found that, in the very cases of compound fracture of 
the femur where the patient survived, it was only to suffer 
from tedious necrosis, and abscess, and exfoliation, and to 
drag a comparatively useless limb after him the rest of bis 
life, or finally to submit to amputation as a less evil. If 
such were the unpleasant experiences of the days of spherical 
balls — of B^gin, oftRibes, of Larrey, of Guthne, of Hesnen, 
of Dupuytren, of the French surgeons in the Crimea, ao- 
cording to the testimony of Macleod, how much more likely 
is it to be our experience with the terrible mioi^ bullet? 

A branch of Conservative Surgery^ which might be more 
extensively cultivated by surgeons, m, the prevenium of aU 
unneeeMory Idu ofViood in all ope rations, but especially in 
those pre-eminently designated cofitsTfofive^ large incisions 
about the joints, or along the shaft to remove fragments, or 
to resect. When the patient is already exhausted by hte- 
morrhs^, and other unfavorable circumstances, the addi- 
tional loss of an ounce or two of blood might turn the scale 
against him ; end it is certain that several ounces are oflen 
lost in these operations from small vesseta before they re- 
tract and are plugged up by the saving clot. Now, with- 
out the delay of aminute or two, half-a-dozen of the httle in- 
geniously contrived serrefines might be put on to as many 
spirting arteries, and by the time the operation has been 
completed the clot has formed, and they may be removed. 
A general order insisting on the u«e of theee little auxilia- 
ries would save more lives and hmbe than that which urged 
the substitution of eisection for amputation.* 

oiia,Jii«t uTuiK*d b; in. 



Those wounds treated in tie Mill Creek Hospital, which 
did not involve fracture of the large bones, or injury of lai^ 
arteries, that is, a very large majority of ul admitted, 
althougn many were complicated and severe, were pro- 
gressing remarkably well : about fifty had so far improved 
at the end of a week as to be transferred to a transport for 
conveyance toconvalescent hospitals. During tie fir« week 
only twelve deaths occurred. The ventilaiion of the buQd- 
ing waa almost perfect; in tiis respect, superior to any of 
the other bospitds ; and, amid all the confusion and incon- 
veniences incident to a hospital of this character, special at- 
tention was paid to the nuUition and comfort of each patient, 
a liberal supply of all necessaries, and many luxuries, having 
been ftirnisned through the energy of the medical director, 
Dr. Cuyler, who merite the warmest gratitude <rf the liou- 
sands of sick and wounded who have passed under his 
supervision, and the devoted kindness and hberality of Mr. 
Barclay of Philadelphia, and Mr. Hayward of the SaQitai7 
Commission. 

This paper has, under the circumstances, necessarily par- 
taken largely of a rambling and desultory character, and 
has extended itself to rather an inconvenient length, I fear, 
for your Journal I had intended to notice the triumphant 
success of itdphiifie ttlter as en anesthetic in military sur- 
gery, as far as it waa demonstrated in the Mill Creek 
Hospital, where no other anieslietic was used, at least 
during my superintendence. But it must be deferred to 
another time and another paper. 

Cold Snnco, Juno i, ISM. 
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SoMK of the more prominent features of the following oaaa 
were given in the San JVancisco Medical Prtm during the 
progress of cure. I now give it in detail. 

Cos!,— Miss S. F., ret. 14, was admitted into the Padfie 
Clinical Infirmary, in consequence of an enlargement of two 
years' standing, involving the parotid and sub-maxillary 
glands. The tumor had grown internally until it almost 
filled the fauces, giving rise to great difficulty in both de- 
glutition and respiration, and these difficulties were rapidly 
increasing. The tumor was nodular, and very hard on the 
outer side. The ramus and angle of the inferior maxilla 
were pressed out of their places over an inch. The face 
was prodigiously deformed, the length of the tumor from 
the outer to the inner aide being over three inches. 

Operation, April 20, I8G1. — The operation was com- 
menced by ligating the common carotid artery above the 
omo-hyoides muscle. An incision was then made com- 
mencing at the upper part of the one made forl^Ung 
the artery, passing directly in front aud terminating one 
inoh above the ear. A large long Bap was then dissected 
forwards, exposing the exterior of the tumor, which was 
soon found to involve not only the parotid and aubmaz- 
illary glands, but all intervening tissues. 

The tumor beinp now found so much enlarged on the 
inner side of the jaw that it was impossible to remove it 
without either cutting away the ramus of the jaw or other- 
wise detachinjir the masseter, temporalis, and pterygwd 
muscles, disarticulating the temporo-m axillary joint, and 
drawing the jaw forwards to make room for extracting tiie 
tumor, the latt«r method was adopted. The masseter was 
first cut away from its attachment to the lygomatic arch 
with the scalpel, after which a chisel was used and the 
Ugaments concerned in the temporo-maxillary articulation 
divided. The attachments of the other muscles were also 
removed with the chisel, aHer which that aide of tie jaw, 
being set free, could readily be mov^d t(~ ' " 
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riderable extent Tbe detaobing of the muscles from the 
bone tiao destroyed tbe adbesions of the tnmor to it, which 
TTere firm on tbe inner aurbce of the back portion of tbe 
nmos. This part of the bone had been absorbed bj the 
pressure of the tumor until it wassa thin as paper. 

Tbe manner of removing these attachments with the 
chisel may require explaining, since the instrument is sel- 
dom or never used by others for this purpoae, but it is a 
moat excellent means of detaching the aoft parts from the 
bones in any part whatever. It is nsed as follows : — The 
handle being neld steadily in the hand, the edge is pressed 
close to the bone and moved in different direction^ being 
constaaUy upon tbe watch that tlie instrument is kept 
between the bone and the soft parts containing any im- 
portant tissue. To be more explicit ; there is always a little 
epatse between the bone and important blood-vessels and 
nerves in the different regions of the body, and by keeping 
a cutting instrument directly in contact with the bone these 
can be avoided. Then, as uie chisel is the proper cutting 
instrument for the case, its edge should be earned close to 
tbe bone with a sort of gliding motion. 

The soft paria being cut away from the external surfkce 
of the tumor, it was pried out with the chisel, tbe attach- 
ments of the parotid gland to tbe deep-scated parts being 
exceedingly fragile and ea»ly overcome. This difficulty, 
however different from what usually occurs in removing 
ibeparotid gland, wea the easiest part of the operation. 

Having now the posterior part of the tumor detached, 
and the side of the jaw movable forwards tA a considerable 
extent, I could introduce my finger sufficiently under the 
angle and ramus of the jaw to seise the major portion of the 
tumor, and draw it outwards and backwards. This being 
done somewhat forcibly, its attachments to surrounding 
pans were shown and divided until the tumor was re- 
moved. The whole operatioo occupied three-quarters of an 

The tumor weighed seven ounces and two drachms. It 
was of a fibro^cartilaginous cbaracl«r, and bad a calculus in 
the centre. Whether this was formed Bret in tbe parotid 

fland, and was the cause of tbe tumor or the product of it, 
am unable to sav. The diseased mass was completely 
encysted, except where it was adherent to the ramus of the 
jaw. This condition of the tumor aided greatly in its 
thorough removal 

Fortunately, tbe mucous lining on tbe inner surface of tbe 
tumor was not broken, and the tuemorrhage, which was 
slight, from the recurrent circulation was aU discharged 
through tbe external wound. 

Tbe patient rested well during tbe following night, and 
on tbe next day called for nourishment, which in liquid form 
was swallowed without inconvenience, and tbe httle suf- 
ferer found herself in every way comfortable. 

Tbe after treatment consisted in tbe application of apiece 
of lint over the wound, which was closed by five sutures at 
equal distances from each other, and a roller around the head 
and over the chin, as is applied in fractures of the lower 

{'aw. This whole dressing was kept wet in an evaporating 
Otion composed of one part of alcohol and ten of water. 
The ev^wratiug lotion was applied every half hour, and 
continued for seven dava, when it waa oacontinued, and 
poulUoee applied instead. 

The major part of the wound made for ligating tbe 
carotid healed by first intention. The stitches in tbe upper 
part of the wound sloughed out in about ten days, so that 
tbe external surface of the ramus of the jaw was again in 
view, also tbe temporo-maxillary articulation ; and at the 
end of two weeks tbe major portion of the exposed bone 
became covered with healthy grannlationa, so that tbe 
mar^ns of the wound were approximated in order to pro- 
mote the more rapid closure of tbe wound, which had 
rather been prevented previously until tbe condition of the 
bone was found favorable. During the operation, in break- 
ing np tbe attachments of tbe muscles to the jaw, the 
periosteum waa necessarily removed in several placee, so 
that it was necessary to keep tbe bone in view until tU was 
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foand to be right with it In destroying the temporo-max- 
iUary articulation, the articulating &ce of the condyloid 

injured, and I was unwilling to let the soft 

fer the joint " ' ' 

about it; and having lo 
air admitted into joints is a source a 
the least injury, I saw no objectic 
exposed to any reasonable extent 

Ustters progressed very kindly, and at the end of seven- 
teen days the commencement of tbe re-formation of the 
external lateral ligament could be distinctly noticed. In 
two days more, one could notices fibrinous deposit con- 
necting the condyloid process to the margin of the glenoid 
cavity, although it was bo A^gile that it would constantly 
break when the jaw was moved somewhat briskly, but soon 
attained otrength enough to withstand the motion, 

SUntghing of Boju. — A portion of tbe posterior surface 
of the ramus, and all tbe articulating face of the condyloid 
process sloughed, and waa discharged at the end of seven 
weeks afler the operation. 

July 26fA. — The wound is nearly entirely dcatrised, tbe 
motion of the lower jaw being almost perfect, and the 
deformitv of the &ce comparatively slight 

Sept. ith. — Iraprovmg m every respect The wound I'a 
almost entirely cicatrised, and that over tbe temporo-max- 
illarv articulation entirely sa This joint is so perfectiy re- 
produced, that no one by looking at it simply could form an 
idea that it was ever interfered with further than was 
indicated by the cicatrix over it • 

Jim. I0(^ 1862, — The patient recovered in every respec^ 
save tbe deformity caused by the cicatrix^ and the loss of 
nervous power consequent upon the division of the pes 
anscrinus. leaving that part of^lhe face partially paralysed. 
This conaition was constantly improving, and tbe tone of 
the parts had been so lar regained that, when the mouth 
was quielj no want of Bymmetry in tbe contour oould be 
discovered on the two sides of the face. Tbe little giri left 
the Infirmary to-day in excellent bealth and spirits, having 
gained seventeen pounds in weight since the operation. 
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L I DESIRE first to call the attention of the profession to 
amputation at or JDSt above the knee-joint I have per- 
formed this operation five times among tbe wounded at 
Mill Springs, and at Bhiloh. In the first cascL an amputa- 
tion in the upper third of the leg, performed on the field 
by some very hasty person, to say th» least had resulted 
in sloughing of the fl^M and protrusion of the bones. In the 
second agunshot fracture of the tibia had reduced the bone 
to such a state of oomminution that recovery was not to 
be hoped for, especially as tbe roiniS ball waa not extrioa- 
ble. In tbe litird and fourth cases, asimilar state of things 
existed. And in the fifth a mini£ ball, entering between 
tbe inner hamstrino; and vastus, snd psasing inside of the 
popliteal vessels, bad sunk deep into the posterior, inferior, 
and inner face of the outer condyle of the femur : from 
its bed it could not be extracted, even sf\er tbe limb was 
removed, without an enlargement of the cavity ; merely 
cartilage intervened between it and the cavity of tbe joint, 
and at the time of the operation, seventeen days after 
receipt of injury, softening of tbe bone and inflammation if 
tbe joint bad proceeded to a great extent 

In three of these cases I made a circular indaion per- 
pendicular to tbe axis of tbe Umb, at tbe height oftbe 
middle of the patella ■ then, dissecting up and turning back 
the skin to tbe widtn of four fingers, circular incision was 
made through the little muscular and more cellular tissue, 
and bone eawn just as it exnands to form tbe condyles. 
nuB procedure, which I had oft«D practised npon the ntda- 
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Ter »t Clamart, affords tbe proper amount of flap. If jou 
save more "^'m it ia redundant. 

In two cases, where tlie tibiie had been smashed too 
high up for amputation in continuity, I made lateral skin 
flaps, by commencing my incision jual on Lhe middle of 
the patella, carrying it first downwards, then curvbg it 
across the limb, and terminating it just in ilie middle of 
the popliteal apace, exactly oppomte the puint of com- 
mencement; thus forming a lateral skin Qap of about Qvo 
inches in lengtli, and of a ba»e equal in diamct^T to half 
tiie circumference of the limb, A similar flap being made 
upon the opposite side and dissected up, disarliculaljon 
may be done, and the artery divided at tlie very last, if 
thouglit best. Flapa of Uiese dimenaioas will neatly cover 
tlie expanded condyles after dissecting out the patella, 
which nod better be done afler the raising of the skin 
flapa ; but to do away with the iireguladty of joint surface 
I prefer to saw off half an Loch in tliieknesa of llie carlilagj- 
noua surface of the stump. I think no one who tries this 
operation will regret it. This also I worked out on the 
cadaver. The artery, ve in, and nerve, are for out of harm's 
viy, and drainage of the stump is perfect. 

II. I had two cases on board of the Creecent City, 
that I bad charge of. aod ran up to St. Louis, Gall of the 
■wounded from the battle-field of Sliiloh, which to my 
mind showed tliat the risk of amputation at tlie hip had 
been greatly exaggerated. Two men were brought on to 
my boat from the battle-field, where tliey had lain with- 
out succor for three days with terribly shattered femurs. 
In each cose the mini^ buliets had struck tlie bone when 
the kni-e a)>parently had been raised, thus cuuiuitg oblique 
impact of the ball, and destruction of the bone fur at leuat 
sU or eight inches. 

I advised amputation at the hip in each ease, on account of 
the fraciure being high up, and the soil tissues being much 
inBllrated. The gentleman to whom I assigned one case, 
however, preferred to eniputate just below the trochan- 
ters. A hltle delay was unavoidubiy eaust'd by lhe many 
friigmenta of bone, and a few hours after tlie operation, 
which was most skilfully done, the man died. In tlie 
other case I amputated at the hip-joint. Alter I Lad 
transfixed to lorm the anterior flap, and had cut down 
about four inches, Brig.-Surg. H. P. Stearns, of Hartford 
Cu, dexterously slid iu botli of liie hands, and compressed 
the arteries so accurately that on completing lhe flap no 
blBmorrhuge followed. Disarticulation was rapidly effected, 
and a straight cut made down tl:rough the glutei muscles, 
so as to leave as httte surface us possible to tne posterior 
flap. The arteriea in the posterior Hap were IJed Urst; I 
then made haste to lie the femoral and profunda, which 
hid been perfectly controlled by my able, assistant Not 
more than six ounces of blood were lost in tiie whole ope- 
ration, and but httle time was occupied. Ttie operation 
was dune ou Sunday. The loUowing Monday he was 
token on shore (o one of the ho.'pitals in St Louis. The 
last that I heard Irom him was that on Thursday he was 
still alive. I have taken measures to hear furtlier from 
him. It may be b successful case. 

As to tlie result of my amputations at tlio knce-Joiut 
I am sorry tliat I cannot iutorm the reader. We have 
been so constantly on the march thut it has been impossi- 
ble for me to loUuw up tlie result of the cases. 

In each case, however, the appearance of the patient 
was lar better than in the cose of those who hud had 
amputation performed higlier in the tliigh. 

III. I liguted the femoral artery in Hunter's canal in two 
oases, in which secoudaiy litemorrhage occurred from gun- 
shot wounds received at Mill Springs. 

In Uie first case I was colled at midnight, and found pro- 
fuse bieinorihage proceeding from an apertui-e of entrance 
between the mucr hamslriug and vastus ol the right leg. 
A tourniquet, which hud been applied to prevent imme- 
diate dissolution, was of but little avail urderlug it re- 
moved, I inserted the forefinger of the fell liatid into the 
wound, which but just admitted it, and feeling the warm 



gush of blood, controlled it by pressure against the bone. 
Then, obtainiDE additional light, I made an inci^on both 
upwards and tuwnwards from the wound, and slitting up 
the tendinous canal, exposed the artery, and tied it both 
above and below the ulceration into it Then gcooploK 
out the clotted blo"d, I found the unextrocted mioi^ bttll 
lying L-lose behind the feuiur. This <iperation was done on 
the lourteenih day after receipt ol the wound. The wound 
was lightly dressed, and the patient expressed much relieC 
Everythmg went on favorably until the third week afler 
the operation, when a wasting diarrhoea sent in and carried 
ofl' the patient 

The day afler my operation upon the preceding case, my 
attention was called to the following one : — A small wouud 
of entrance existed just over the inner surface of the con- 
dyle ol' tlie femur. The surgeon in attendance had not 
been able to pass a probe into it to any depth, and thought 
that tlie ball lind rebounded from the spongy condyle. 'I'he 
man had just be^uu lo complain of aevere pain in the calf 
of the leg, and the limb waa beginning lo swelL No ia>- 
morrliage occurred from the wound. Early the next morn- 
ing the limb was found a good deal enlarged, and pain waa 



the calf; I then rtdsed the margin of the round wound o' 
the point under which the shot must have passed had 
it injured the artery. Then directing a probe in tha 
same inferred direction, it reaiii^ passed into alarge cavity : 
still no bleeding. I cut upon the probe, and found that it 
led right down to Hunter's canaL A gush of blood com- 
ing, I ran my long bistoury up and down; in an instant 
hud scooped out llie coagula with my two palms, and in an- 
other in.'-tant had my linger on the artery at the ruptured 
foiut Here again I tied above and below the opening. 
t was curious to observe the coagula slowly oozing up 
from the calf and out of the wound. The tissues in the pop- 
liteal space were greatly disorganized. 

Here no reparative process took place ; no granulationa 
formed in the wound ; the extremity became gargrenoua ; 
a diarrhcea, which he had had for months, increased, and he 
sank. Tills operation waa done on the sixteenth day aft«r 
receipt of the injury. 

' ' I wish next lo call attention to two cr — "' 



tion of the sliouldei-joint, that a little comment may be 
made upon some points. Uud I been upon the ground I 
should have advised the performance of these operations 
soon alter the receipt of injury. As it was, the operations 
were not done until, in the one case the 17th, and in the 
other the 19th day after the battle. In both, I made a 
simple straight incuuon down through the deltoid lo its in- 
sertion. In these cuses the bone being in fragments, 
deprives you of all leverage: however, the iuci^on I speak 
of enables you easily to [<icK out lhe fragments and dis«r- 
ticulate. It is difficult to convey an adequate idea of the 
destruction or devatlalion done by the miniiS balls in these 
cases. Large and small, needle and chisel-shaped frag' 
menls of bunc had been driven; just as if the bullet liad 
been a minute shell and had exploded in the joint, into all 
the surrounding soft tissues. By ilic continued irritation — 
"ubi iriitatio ihi fluxus" — the parts had become gorged 
with blood, which oozed fortli abundantly upon every 
dislurbauco of the fragments. With all this oozing of blood 
there were spicttla to be dragged out from the muscles and 
fionidirectcoutactwith tlie axillary artery, vein, oud nerves, 
which were imbedded like arrows uliot into llie parts, all 
making these the two most unpleasant operations I ever did. 
The sooner afler the receipt of injury these exseciions are 
done, the more fortunate and perfect wifl be their results. 
One of these cases died from |iya;mia; the oilier did welL 
Two months alter tlie operation, I heard that the wound 
had nearly closed, and he was beginning to use the arm. 

V. In two instances, I removed a large amount of frag- 
ments from the slialt of the humerus, in each instance equal 
to at least two and a half inclies of the entire shaft In 
each of these cases it was the finger alone, introduced as a 
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pTohb, that conveyed my adequkta idea of the extreme 
oomminution of Iht bone. iDdeed, io mililar; Burgery it 
U, in almost everj instaoce. foUj toplaca an; reliance upon 
or attempt to gain aocurale informatjon wiUi an ordinary 
proba In theee cases, too, the di$perHve effects of the 
minifi ball were clearly shown, for, not only were fragmenta 
of bone drireQ into all the surroundinK tieaues, but in one 
case, where the ball inlHnged juat below the inaertion of 
the deltoid and passed entirely throng from the front, I 
found by my fioRor a fragment driven into the elbow-joint 
from between Uie coronold process of the ulna and the 
Mtioulating facet of the humerus. About two months after 
these operations, I heard that the arma had become rigid 
and were being used. I mention their having became rigid 
because I thought there was much danger of false joint, 
inasmuch aa the exsections had occurred at the favorite 
place for that complication. 

VI. The bullet forceps of Tiemann tc Co., New York, 
deserves particular and extended notice. It has time 
and time again enabled me to extract bullets, that all other 
forceps bod failed to move. I am not extravagant when I 
say tbat, in comparison with it, none other is worthy of 
the name bullet forcepe. Indeed, I can truly say that, 
among the endless variety of instruments tbat I brought 
home from the Old World a year ago, I have not one for 
any piirpoae so triumphantly perfect as this bullet forceps of 
Tiemann. 
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Casi I. — Ann Gammon, married, native of Ireland, Kt. 39. 
Admitted Sept. 24, 1861, with a child seven months old 
(Krvice of Dr. Flint). Her history was obtained from her 

Hittory. — Patient is generally healthy, of temperate 
habits ; Bas had otorrlioea since childhood, tbe discharge 
ceasing about three weeks previous to her illneas. Thurs- 
day, Sept. 19tb, compluned of headache all tiie morning; 
at 9 A.H., on going up at^rs (bis pain suddenly became 
intense, and she was obliged M. sit down. She screamed 
with the pain, which slie described as going through her 
head like a knife, and then fell into a comatose state, from 
which she could not be aroused. At 10 a.m., an hour later, 
she began to vomit, which she continued Xa do at intervals 
ontil the 23d. She was roused partially from her stupor, so 
as to show that she heard any one who spoke to her sud- 
denly, and with a loud voice. Several doeea of oil and other 
purgativea were administered, but not retajned. Enemas 
were given, but without causing a movement of her bowels. 

SympUrrm on AdmUtUm. — Patient hes in a eemi-comatoee 
condition, rouses up when called by name, replies to qaes- 
tJons slowly and with, a thick voice. Pupils ooutjracted, 
bat they respond to light \ haa photophobia ; tongue large, 
thickly coated with a white fur ; pulae 72, hard ; extremi- 
Ues cold ; indicates her head as tbe seat of her trouble ; 
bowels not opened for over a week, according to her friends. 
Ordered, B. Ext. oolocynth. co., gr. v. ; oL tiglii, gtt. J. ; 
U. ft. piL Sin^iisms and frictions to extremities. 

25tii Sept., 9 A.M. — Patient in same condition. Bowels 
freely opened; had a wry large black dejeotion. Ordered 
blisters to nape of her neck and temples. 26lli. — Pulae 
100, and of a jerking character ; has slcftt some ; the cornea 
has l>ecorae lees, ana she answers questions more readily. 
Dr. Flint ordered pot. iod., gr. v., three times a day. Thtre 
is a partial paralysis of the left arm to-day, and her mouth 
is drawn Co tbe right side. The sensation and motion of 
the left arm are very much affected. Lower exlremiliee 



are normal 27th. — Patient for firat time asks where she 
is, and about her children. Complains of the loss of power 
in the left arm. Has pun in head yet; says she does not 
remember anything ranee she had Ibe serere pain on the 
stairs. Oct. 14th.~— Patient's history from 26tn is merely 
a record of her progress towards complete recovery. Tm 
pot iod. was continued m long as there were any symp- 
toms of disturbance. The &ce became straight, and the 
left arm and hand recovered their strength, though this 
was the last to be restored. Her urine was examined re- 
peatedly, without finding a trace of albumen. The psJn 
in her head was combated with repeated blisteis, and was 
entirely relieved when she went out 

Case II. — Mary Miller, let 26, native of Ireland. Ad- 
mitted to the Hospital Dec 3, 1661 (service of Dr. Thomas). 
She was a well nourished vigorous appearing girl of mode- 
rately intemperate habits. Predisposed to pbthisia Men- 
struated at 14, always regular. 

Monday, Nov. 24lh, was taken sick with a severe pMn 
in her head and Umbs, and vomiting. Two or three days 
after her first attack she bad a chiU. Bowels regular until 
the Ist inst, since when she has not had a movement Has 
had sleepless nights; has become very weak, and her appe- 
tite is lost ; the pain in her bead has been constant Bavs 
that there was a boy sick much the same as herself in the 
house where she was living. 

^fmptom* on Admitnon. — Face and neck congested, 
eyes suffused and injected. Countenance dull, intellect 
slow. Skin hot and moist ; she has a few pelediial spots 
on the abdomen; abdomen somewhat distended, without 
tenderness; pulse 120 and quick; tongue moie^ thickly 
coated with a white fur, large and tremulous ; her head is 
very hoi, and pressing on her forehead gives her pain. 
Nurse reports that since she has been in tbe ward she has 
bad three spasms, in which she moved her head from side 
to side (quickly, and frothed at the mouth. On physical 
examination of the thorax, crepitant rdles were heard at 
the base of the lungs posteriorly as she was raised up, but 
they soon disappeareiL Over the sternum there is a slight 
cedema of the tiesueSj no <edema of tie feet Ordered a 
blister, three by four mches, to the nape of the neck. Dec. 
4tb,9A.M. — Pulse 102, quick and small; tongue same; 
surface hot and dry; eruption very marked; intellect 
slow; breathes with an expiratory moao. The physical 
si^s are as above noted. I^e blister drew well, and the 
para in lier head is relieved somewhat. 6 t.it. — On exami- 
nation, converging strabismus is found to exist, more 
marked in the left eye ; has vomited her dinner; has had 
another spasm. Ordered emplast vesioat three by three 
inches, over both temples; fl. Calomel, grs. x.; ice to the 
head. Dec. 5lli, 10 a.ii.— 4'ulse 120; tongue large and 
coated ; surface verr hot and dry ; countenance anxious, 
and expressing mu<ni suffering; pupib normal; pain in her 
head intense; has slight photophobia, with diplopia. While 
noting her case she was seen in one of the convulsions 
^uded to before. She frothed at the mouth and gnashed 
her teeth, but did not move her bead or limbs. Did not 
sleep last night ; is- much more stupid than on her admis- 
sion. 4 P.M. — Pulse 120,soft and compressible; inclines to 
sleep ■ does not answer questions aa readily as beretc^ore. 
Dr. Thomas ordered eight leeches over the occiput; ice 
contjnaed. Q. Pot iod 3iv. ; aq.cinnamom., aquas pnr«, 
aa, Sj.; M. ft. mist D. ;j. q. 4 h. (grs. v.) Dec. 6th, 
10 A-M. — Pulae 108; general condition the same; has not 
slept any, but lies in a semi-comatose state, rousing up on 
being suddenly called. Since last night her urine, which 
was treated on her admission without finding anything 
abnormal, has been re-examined with heat and nitric add, 
and found tfl contain albumen : Sp. gr. 1016. Dec 7th, 9 
A.1I.— Pulse 106; pupils normal; photophobia present; 
capillary congestion around the face and neck very marked - 
intellect very alow ; bowels have not been open since the 

r cation of purge. 7 p.m. — Bowels continuing confined, 
was ordered calomel, grs. i., which was inmiediately 
rqeoted, and she was thwi given grs. viii., which w 
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twDed. Dec. 8lh, 10 a-h. — Poise 120 ; tongue cleaD ; bui^ 
face Dstural ; has do pain in the head ; bowels were not 
moved b; the calomel ; to have a Haline mixture. 7 p.u. — 
Pulse 104; baa slight pain in her head; boweb freely 
opened ; haa slept some during ihe night ; pain in her head 
entirely gone; answers quesliohsmore readily ^aii before; 
photophobia tees; ntrubiscnus and diplopia are rnucb im- 
proved. 7 P.M.— SIteping. Dec. 10tl>, 9 *.«.— Pulse »6 ; 
tongue large and moist ; whenever slie tuma in bed she haa 
some pain in her head; alight strabismus still present; 
appetite bei^ns to return; treatment continued, Dec. Uth 
to Dec 16th. — Continued to improve ; pulse ran at 72 lor 
three or four days. The Btrabismus entirely disappeared. 
7 p.u. — Strabismus again present ; puW 96 ; tongue natu- 
ral ; pain in her head, with Hll|:;ht photophobia and diptoDia. 
Ordei'ed cold to the head, and blisters to the temp'ea, pot 
iod. conL Dec 17tli. — Same symptoms as yesterday, only 
more marked ; blisters to the back of her neck repeated; 
bo wela confined since the 13th. Ordered calomel, grs. z. 
Dec 21sti — From this date the patiL-nt continued to im- 
prove without further diawback until she went out. The 
strabismus existed long after she got up, and fur some tjme 
there was considerable unsteadiness of gait. But she gra- 
dually recovered from these, and Jan. 22, 18G2, patient was 
discharged well. 

RemarkK. — Tho greatest interest was felt in this case 
throughout, and especially when it first came under notic 
from the difficulty of making a differential diagnosis betwee 
meningitis and typhus fevers. The fact that the patiei 
catne from a neighborhood which had sent many cases i 
the fever wards, and that there had been another patient 
sick in the snme house, and finally, the presence of the 
petechial eruption, all led to the primary opinion that ' 
was typhus fever, but the subsequent progress of the ca 
cleared up all doubts, and the reault oi tlie treatment e: 
ceeded tlie most sanguine expectations that were enter- 
tained in regard to It. 
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Dr. Parker exhibited a multiloculor ovarian cyst, which 
had been removed by ovariotomy from a lady, thirty-one 
years of ac^e, the motiier of three children, the youngest 
born lost June. In January, 1861, on accuunt of enlarge- 
ment of the abdomen she supposed herself pregnant, but 
her physician having some double about it a consultation 
was called some time in June, when ovarian dropsy was 
discovered. She was then tapped, and about twenty 
pounds of ropy fiuid evacuated. Tbe^canula remaining in 
at thai time for three or four days a considerable degree of 
local peritonitis was excited. The Quid, however, reaccu- 
mulating, the operation for tapping was performed several 
times at intervals of lour or five months. When first seen 
by Dr. Paiker, about the Ist of April, she was relieved by 
tapping of about twenty pounds of fluid, tliree or four dif- 
ferent cysts being emptied. Being aniious for permanent 
relief in the shape of an operution. Dr. Peaslee was called 
in consultation, and ic was decided to remove tlie tumor. 
Menstruation had always been reguhxr, occurring about the 
first of every month, and accordingly the time lor the ope- 
ration was fixed for the middle of the month (April). On 
the day of the operation it was found that for twenty-six 
hours previous she had experienced uneasy sensations, 
which were referred by her to menstruation, but as no dis- 
charge had appeared it was thought best to proceed. She 
was placed under the influence of ether, and an incisitm 



was made about four inches in length half way between lbs 
umbilicus and symphysis pubis down to the peritoneum. A 
qtiantity of seram then escaped Irom the csTity of the peri- 
toneum itself. The adhesions in the neighborhood wer« 
veiT dight, and U)e trocar was iplrodiiced into the sac, 
and about two gallDOs of fluid were drawn off. Id 
addition to slight adhesions et diff«?ent parts oi \h» 
tumor there was one about the size of a two-shilling piece 
elistisg between the aac and the under surface of the liver, 
and also a pretty firm band in the immediate situation of 
the canula, which had been left in after the first operation. 
When the surface of the sac was being separated, considera- 
ble b»morrliage took place, and basto was accordingly 
made to find the pedicle in order to torminate the operation 
ss soon as possible, and tecure any VMsehi which night 
then be brought into view. The incision was then enltu'ged 
to ten inches, and the pedicle, about eight or nine inchee in 
length, wns found. The clamp was applied, but broke, * 
second one was then used, and the wnole diseased mass, 
weighing eighteen and a half pounds, waa removed. It 
wns tlien found that the principal amount of htemorrhage 
came from that portion of the inferior surface of the liver 
from which the adhesion was torn off. Pressure was first 
made with a sponge to control the oodng, but that pro- 
cedure failing Squibb's Uquid persulphate of iron waa 
applied with the desired effect The wound was (Josed 
with four wire sutures, and the clamp brought outside. 

The operation was performed about two p.m., and at four 
the pulse was 120. At nine p.m., however, the patient 
having slept a couple of hour? in the meantime, the pulse 
was reduced to 110. She then for the first time began to 
complain of uneasiness in the epigastric region. At one 
A.M. she began to sink, at six her pulse waa 130. and at 
two P.M., twenty four hours after the operation, sne sank 
and died. 

The autopsy was made five hours after by Dr. Sands. 
The wound was found closed throughout ila whole eotent 
by plastic lymph. There were evidences of eitensive 
adhesive infiammation over both the parietal and visccThl 
soriace of the peritoneum. There were no signs of hBmor^ 
rhage fi-om the surface of the liver. A small amount of 
serum was found in the pelvic cavity, and the vascularity 
of the peritoneal covering of the uterus was quite marked 
as compared with the same tissue in the immediate neigh- 
borhood. The under portion of the liver near its ri^ht 
border waa occupied by several soft nodules varying in sue 
from a smalt shot to a cherry. A numberofcysts were on 
the posterior surface of the bladder and utema. The ntems 
was enlar^d, but on being cut open showed no signs of 
menstruation having taken plsce. No graaphian vesicle 
was found ruptured. 

Dr. Kraceowiier expressed his surprise that so much 
should be said by authorities on the danger of prolapsus of 
the intestines during the operation of ovariotomy, as the 
abdominal walls from their relaxed condition as the result 
of over-distension were incapable of exercising any con- 
traction. A wound of the abdomen in beatui wouW of 
course be complicated with protrusion. 

Dr. Peaslee referred to a ca'-e which ha had^ where in 
operating the patient was soiled with vomiting. The 
administration of the ether was in consequence suspended, 
and the bowels came out, giving a good deal of trouble 
before they could be returned. 

Da. Parker remarked that he did not like the clamp, 
and indeed was inclined to think that in some caaes, for 
instance where a good deal of tympanitis existed, it would 
be productive of a good deal of harm. 

Dr. MARtoN SHfs lastly exhibited three specimens of ot»- 
rian tumors, and gave their histories as follow: — 

The first case was that of an unmarried female, about 
twenty-nine years of age, who eiyoyed ordinary good 
hedtb until five years ago, when she first noticeil an 
eukrgement of the abdomen in the neighborhood of the 
right iliac region. This went on increa»ng in size until last 
Foil, when she c(«sulted Dr. Emmet. , He gave it a* his 
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opinion that it was a unilocular OTariao eyet. She returned 
to the countr]', where ahe resided, and caum to the city 
agaio in January. She had oeTW been twped, was quit« 
emaciated, and measured siity-two incfies round the 
abdomen. I explained to her the dangers of the operstjon, 
and the chances for success. Tlie operation was performed 
last Febniary, and when the tumor waa removed it was found 
to be a aingle cyst. I procured a clamp for this ca«e, but 
it was not suitable to my purpoae, and 1 simply used a few 
strands ol soft wire, with which I perforated the pedicle, twist- 
ing the ends on eitjier aide. She recovered with great diffi- 
culty from the atucsthetic, and vomiteil nearly all nij^hl. 
Her pulse was lOS. Dr. Emmet gave her large quantities 
of Black Drop, by enemata. She vomited more or less for 
two or three days, at the end of which time she was in a 
Tery prostrated condition. I differ wiih Dr. Emmet in my 
opinion regarding the use of such large dosee of opium. X 
suggested the propriety of smaller doses aystemstically ad- 
ministered, when Irom that time she commenced to im- 
prove, eventually getting well. The pedicle was some 
twelve or thirteen inches in extent, and was connected 
with the broad ligament instead of the ovary— thus, when 
the pedicle was drawn outside, the ovary also made its 
appearance. The ovary pas returned and the wound 
closed. But dunng the second day the ovary was pushed 
out durir^ ihe act of vomiting, and there it remained for 
three weeks, until the parte healed, when it seemed to 
have shrunk away and become agglutinated in the 
wound. 

The other case was a lady about thirty years old, Uie 
mother of five children, the youngest about tax years old. 
Soon after the birth of the last child, some enlargement of 
the abdomen took place, which gradually increased. About 
a year after, she consulted me, and, at that time, 1 did not 
think, with reference to ovarian tumore, what I do now. 
and accordingly gave her a very unfavorable prognosis, and 
advised her to prepare for death, like a good Christian wo- 
man. I saw her no more until the month of March last, 
when Dr. Van Duren sent her to mc. Within the last two 
years she had been tapped four or five times. On examin- 
ing the tumor, I found it constituted, in its upper part, of a 
large cyst, and, in its lower part, of a firm, semi-elastic kind 
of mass. The operation was performed about six weeks 
ago, in the way already described The large Sao was 
opened, and the tumor pulled out as far as possible, when 
wo came to the solid mass. The abdominal opening was 
then enlarged to five inches, and the whole mass was remov- 
ed. The pedicle was fastened, ae in the former instance, 
with a wire. Al^r removal, the tumor was found to be 
made up of a cyst, on the one band, and honeycomb tex- 
ture filled with albuminoid secretjon, on the other. The 
recovery was complete and rapid, the pulse at no time being 
over 90 per minute. 

The other case was that of a lady 38 years of age, who 
came to the city last October, and consulted Dr. Emmet 
He expressed the opinion that it was a multiloculsr ovarian 
cyst, and advised her not to have it punctured, looking on 
■neb an operation as predisposing to adhesion. However, 
■be fell into the hands of another physician, who advised 
her difierently, and tapped her. The procedure was fol- 
lowed with great prostration and aymptoms of peritonitis, 
which lasted for several days. The abaomen then filled up 
very rapidly, and in the course of five or MX weeks the 
operation was performed ^ain, and seven gallons of Quid 
drawn ofi": four weeks after tibe was tapped again. No 
unpleasant symptoms whatever followed the two last ope- 
rationa After that I saw her and told her that her case 
was a very unfevorable one fur operation — presuming from 
the great amount of constitutional disturbance which fol- 
lowed the first puncture that extensive peritonitis had 
taken place, followed by adhesion. I, however, proposed 
to her an exploratory operation. She consented to such a 
measure, but refused to take any amestbetio. After the 
incision was made in the abdomical wall, the lingers intro- 
daced discovered firm adbesions on every wde. In the 



efibrts to break up someof the adhesions the large cyst was 
ruptured, and about twelve or thirteen pounds of fluid 
escaped. The operation of course was not proceeded with, 
and the wound was dosed. She went on really well for a 
week after the operation, when the second case already 
related was operated upon. Dr. Mott and Dr. Stevens 
were present, and the former gentleman ga*e me the his- 
tory of a ca^e in which he mme time ago tapped a patient 
for ovarian dropsy, but the wound remained pervious, aa 
almost constant discharge being kept up from the sac. 
That case, he sud. eventually terminated favorably. The 
idea suggested itself to me that it would be well to imitate 
nature in the case of Ihe lady who had been tapped, and 
with the cunsent of both Drs. Hott and Stevens, I took a 
probe and gently opened the wound. About half a gallon of 
9uid escaped. But in the course of thirty minutes tlie pa- 
tient was in a stale of collapse, and she vomited for twenty- 
four consecutive hours. Sue was alarmed by the constant 
escape of the fluid, and begged me to atop iL This I did 
by closing up J,he wound with sutures, and, to my surprise, 
as soon as the exudation was stoppea she began to rally. 



In conclusion, Dr. Sima remarked, that Ihe great improve- 
ment in the operation of orariolomy as now performed, is in 
bringing tlie pedicle outside of the abdomen, and the sub- 
stitution of the metalhc for the silk ligatures. 

No other ^cimeoa appearing, the meeting waa on mo- 
tion a^ourned. 



^mtritan S^t^ital Sima 



SATURDAY, JUNE 14, 1862. 



A REMEDY FOR AN EYIL. 
The nuny-sided phases of the War of the American Rebel- 
lion will furnish exhaustless themes for fiiiure aspiring 
historians. Its rise, progress, and downfall; its causes and 
consequencea } its political and sodal bearings; its diplo- 
macy; its romance and reality; its influences upon the pro- 
gress of military, naval, and medical sciences — these are a 
few of its features which will be deemed worthy of record 
aod preservation in tjte archive! of American history. But 
who is to do the world the service of recording, with im- 
partial hand, its bad surgery ; the limbs wantonly sacrificed ; 
the hves lost that would Iwve been saved by timely opera- 
tions; the unseemly incisions; the careless dressioge; the 
neglect of medical treatment? These are not the most un- 
important features of this war, but unfortunately they shun 
obeervation and record, and too frequently, alas I quietly 
seek the oblivion of the grave. 

It were doubtless adring too much, that our surgical 
reo(»:ds of this war should be unUemished by fault or de- 
fault The principles and practice of military surgery are 
not all so firmly established that they can be invariably 
reduced to fixed rules. Too great license is still given 
to the army surgeon in the practice of his profession, 
even by our best text-books. The uncertainty arises from 
that diveruty of opinion which grows out of statistical in- 
quiry — too frequently most deceptive in its conclusions. 
But though we may not msist that the army surgeon shall 
have the highest degree of skiil, we may require that he 
shall have an average knowledge of hia profession, and ex- 
hibit in has pracljce a reasonable share of ^ood sense and 
Lg,zocD,CjOOt^lC 
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■ouad judgui«Dt. This degree of knowledge should cer- 
tainly be expected of one who hu the unlimited power for 
evil of an army surgeon. We plainly do not demand too 
much, when ne require that he should exhibit more pro- 
fesslooal knowledge and skill than a layman ; and jet even 
thid modicum of quoJiScation is not always found, as the 
visitors to some mihtary hospitcda attest. There have been 
noticed stumps of amputated limhs in which the bone 
protruded seTeral inches beyond the unsloughed flesh ; 
others in which the flap was made by cutting from without 
inwards aud from above downwards, instead of the reverse 
direction. It is true that these are very exceptional cases, 
but they prove, nevertheles?, from what a low level the 
gradation of surgical qualification commences. Nor can 
they fail to suggest that If such utter ignorance of the mere 
art of sultry exists in llie army, even to the most limited 
extent, what a deficiency in a knowledge "Hf, its science 
may be found. And if we trace tliese delinquencies to their 
legitimate reaults, who will not turn wilb horror from'tbe 
page of history that beats their record ? 

We must not be understood as taking an unfavorable 
view of the Medical Staff of the Army at large ; we believe 
that the surgeons in general are compei^nt and fully ade- 
quate to their duties, and it is worthy of record that the 
best surgical talent of the country is represented in the 
corps. Nor are we deprecating a state of things which 
could easily have been prevented. The draft upon the 
medical profcsuon of the country to supply the regiments 
witli surgeons was excessive, and necessarily that floating 
class of practitioners who live by their " wits" rather than 
their knowledge, are ready to volunteer, and many found 
situations. We allude to the subject now because the sad 
results of incompetent, blundering, and inefficient surgery, 
BTO bcgioniug to he apparent, and cannot longer escape 
notice. 

Is there no remedy for bad surgery 7 Shall a cIbbb of 
Burgeons in the army blunder through these rich fields 
which the ripe experience of the past enables ua to improve, 
as ignorant of their duties as if in the arroies of the middle 
ages? We think not There IS a simple remedy which 
the proper authorities might, and, we believe, in the inte- 
rests of medical science and humanity, ought to apply. 

Many of the rules of practice In military surgery are now 
so well established that they do not admit of question. The 
Sanitary Commission has done much to place these rules 
before the medical staff in a readable form, but they admit 
of much greater condensation. Let the Surgeon-Oeneral, 
or a Commiaaion of Surgeons appointed by him, reduce 
these rules to aphorisms, provide each surgeon with a copy, 
and enjoin him to follow them strictly, where the rule 
admits of no doubt, and qunlifiedly where the discretion of 
(he surgeon miut be allowed. It may be aUeged that such 
a proceeding would be arbitrary, but it Is simply a matter of 
GBving life, and all individual feeling should yield. We 
believe, however, that the surgeons of the army would re- 
ceive such explicit rules of practice with great lavot, and 
follow them in good faith. 



■ A LOOP OF RED-TAPE SEVERED. 
Wk comment«d in out last issue upon (he evils of Red- 
tape, and alluded, in passing, to the difficulties of obtain- 
ing the discbarge and tfansportatioD home of the invahded 
soldiers. Simple as such a process might be made in the 



hands of any buwueas corporation, it involves aj 
of detui, travel, and atmoyance, that would < 
person of ordinary physical energies. W» heartily rejoice 
that this complicated business is to be simphfied by an 
Act of Congress. No one can fail to appreciate the. import- 
ance of (he change who lias visited those Invahds, scatter- 
ed through all the hospitals, and Ustened to their tales of 
disappointments. An evening paper thtis aptly notices 
the matter : — 

"In (he House, Mr. McPherson offered a resolution in 
regard to the organiiation of the Army Medical Depart- 
ment. The object of Mr. McPheraon was to cut in two 
an annoying and harmful piece of rtd-tapc, wbich had pre- 
vented the execution of a wholesome act of Congress. 
Congress ordered that maimed and wounded soldiers, not 
fit to re-enter the service, may be discharged, if they re- 

Juest it, outright, from (he hospital where tliuy were sent, 
nstead of that, for some reason of red-tape, it has been 
held necessary, in order to obtain a maimed and homesick 
fellow his discharge, to send an appUeatiou and certificate 
to his colonel, who sends it to his brigade commander, 
who must forward it to the division commander, who, 
wli(ai he gefci time, seuils it to tBe chief of the army corps, 
who fonpai'ds it to headquarters, where it necessarily Ilea 
at the hoitoiu of an increasing mountain of more pressing 
matters. Meantime^ hundreds of soldiers are Unguisliing 
in the hospitjils, homesick, anxious to get home, where 
they could have kind wortb. and bmiliar faces around 
them, and caunot go, because thu. Army iledical Depart- 
ment b tangled up m a monstrous mass of red tape, wliich 
could be kept clear by vigorous exertions ithile our army 
numbered eighteen thousand men, but is falally snarled 
now that halt a million are to be looked after." 

In thia connexion we cannot withhold a private com- 
munication from a aurgeon of a dbtant city who has spent 
much time in the army. He will excuse tlietiberty we 
have taken with his interesting letter: — 

" I coincide moat fully in the views expressed '\ "'^ 
editorial of the Mimical Tiues of Saturday lust. A llfful 
responsiblhty rests somewhere in relation to the pr*er 
proviifion to meet the oasuakies and sicknese of the Art 
of tbe Potomac Many regiments were destitute of |) 
simplest and most essential articles, and I was assured da* 
must elapse before the articles could arrive after a requi^ 
tion was made. The requisition was required to pa^.. 
through two or thret approvals, and linally be sent a dis- 
tance varying from four to ten miles helbre it could be 
filled. I was credibly assured that the whole medical and 
hospital supplies of all kinds at tl^t time there were on a 
barge not as large as most of those on the North River. 
And this was tlie amount of material for an army of one 
hundred thousand) Had nut the Sanitvy Commission 
come on with iheir enormous supplies, both for field service 
and fitting up transport vessels, humanity must have 
mourned at the fearlul loss of life, for I have reason to 
believe, not «v«n a bed, tack, or blanJtet, could have been 
spared for tiaosport service, not to speak of the many 
other necessaries requisite. I do not pretend to fix the 
blame, nor to be critical or cavilling, but I did not meet 
with many who seemed fully alive to the fearful emergency 
before them. Look at tbe transport service, for which not 
one whit of provision was made, and by whom has it been 
performed? True, It has been in Qovernment vessels, but 
they were fitted equipped, and controlled by the Sanitary 
Commisiuon. It Is fortunate for the country Uiat such 
accomplished, noble handa, were ready to assume iL 

"I vmte with xua (he slightest view to publicity, but 
--■iply to assure you there is very great Irvth in your st 



cal Staff who are doing administrative or staff duly, to 
know their respoDwbility does not end with signing this 
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or that paper, but thtiir personal efforla must be added to his (humanity ?) disregard of the rights of traitors. Wo 
give it emcieucy." ehall dow have lets siobieSB tad de&Ui in o 



THE WEEK. 
Thi proper disposal of the sick and wounded soldiers of 
the armies of the seaboard has become, as we foresaw it 
must, a most important queetioD. The hospitals at York- 
town, Fort Uonroe, Washington, Fhiladelpliia, and New 
York, are crowded, but the influx is on the increftse. On 
Saturday last, the steamer C. Vanderbilt brought into this 
harbor sis hundred and fiRy wounded, a sufficient number 
to flit a hospital of reasonable dimensions. We ore now in 
great danger of crowding the hofipitiiU, already opened, to 
excess: it were much better to place patients in teuta in 
the open Gelds. It is quito evident that the lai^ cities of 
the seaboard are soon to be surrounded by hospitals, and 
that the aympathicH of the citizens will be overtaxed by 
the constant and excessive dr^ugiit made upon them. The 
proper method of meeting this exigency is to dislj-ibute the 
sick and wounded more widely than has yet been done. 
Instead of congregaiing them in large cities, they should be 
distributed in all our northern towns accessible to trans- 
ports, care being token to locate ttiem as far as pos^ble in 
the states from which tliey enUsted. We can mention fifty 
towns, and probably there are fifty more, where tran^rls 
could discliarge the sick directly at the door of the extern- 
poriEed hospital ; if each of the^e towns should receive 
three hundred patients, the total number provided with 
accommodations would be fifteen Uiousand. The advan- 
tages of this distribution of disabled soldiers would be very 
great. The sick would be in their native climate, and sur- 
rounded with associations tending to promote cheerfulness 
and health. The open _ country where such structures 
would be placed would be greatly preferable lo city hospi- 
tals. The local community W9uld take delight in bestowing 
their gi(^ personally upon the soldiers, and the supply of 
those dehcacies for which the sick so ft^quently make 
inquiry, would be abundant The medical attendance 
would be spontaneous, and untiring, and equal to any emer- 
gency. Let us then have small hospitals opened at every 
considerable town on the seaboard and on the large rivets, 
from the Chesapeake to St. John's, 

Wi learn that Bellevue Hospital is to receive wounded and 
sick soldiers. This is a movement that should liave been 
mode before. Al this season of the year its wards are but 
partially filled, and it can, without any great crowding, 
admit six hundred additional patients. The location of the 
hospital building on the East River renders it acce^ble to 
transports. The Hospital is st present in admirable con- 
dition, and we hope there will be no deby in opening its 
spacious and weU appointed wards to the soldiers who 
require Buch accommodations. 

Th» House of Representatives has passed a resolution 

directing our Qcnerals to subsist their armies on the enemy. 
If this had been the early policy of the Government it 
would have saved much unnecessary auCTering. At the 
White House the sick soldiers have recently suffered greatly 
from insufficient food, while the cttttte of rebtils were 
allowed to graze their pastures undisturbed. A volunteer 
surgeon of this State caused an ox to be slaughtered y> 
relieve their destitution, and was severely reprimanded for 



Tbb Philadelphia College of Physicians is about to erect a 
Hall for its special purposes, being stimulated thereto by 
the bequest of $30,000 by Prof. MtrrTER, This sum was 
assigned to the College on condition that a building was 
erected within a given time. The structure will be forty- 
five by one hundred and seven feet, the material of brick, 
and it will contain rooms for a museum, library, and hall 
for meetings. The College of Pbysicians will thus provide 
for Philadelphia what tiie Academy of Uedicine should 
provide for the profession of New York. The Academy 
is the leading local medical society in the United States — 
probably embraces most wealth, still it is content to occupy 
a single badly ventilated room; without one facility for a 
museum or library. The Academy owes it to its own re- 
putation to secure a suitable building of its own in a cen- 
tral position ; it would thus greatly enlarge its influenc^ 
and become the generous patron of the profession. 



^tbitlti 



CoMMENTiRIES OS THE SoROKRr Of TOE WiR IH PoBTUOAL, 

Spain, Fbance, and the Nktrerlands, from the battle 
of Rolica in 1808, to tlmt of Waterloo in 1815; with 
Additions relating to those in the Crimea in 1854-1855, 
etc. Revised in October, 1855. By G. J. Gutbbie, 
F.R.S. Sixth Edition. Pluladelphia : 3. B. Lippincott 
& Co. 18G2. Pp. 614. 

Notes on the Sdrgert ot the War nt IDE Criuea, with 
Remarks on the Treatment of Gonsliot Wounds. By 
GKoiiOK H. B. Macleod, M.D., F.R.C.S, formerly Sur- 
geon to the Civil Hospital at Smyrna, etc. Philadel- 
phia; i. B. Lippincott & Co. 1862. Pp. 403. 

A Treavise on Gus'suot WoiTHDa By T. Lonohorg, Esq., 

Professor of Military Surgery at Fort Pitt, Chatham. 
Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott i Co. 1862. 

TnE three publications above mentioned, are ^mely issues 
from the press of the Messrs. Lippincott, The present war 
found us deficient in military surgical work!*, and so urgent 
was the demand, that the supply fVom abroad was never 
sufficient for the market. The reproduction of tiiese stan- 
dard works was, therefore, very importoot to the surgeons 
entering the volunteer army. Of the intrinsic value of the 
two fii'St works it is not necessary to speak ■ they belong 
to the classics of surgical literature, and will long remain 
the best guides to the mihtary surgeon. The last work is 
the reprint of an able article furniiSied to the New System 
of Sargrrjij now iaauing from the Londun press, and em- 
bodies the present state of mUitory su[pcal science and ari 
It is eminently wortliy of reproduction in its present form, 

Ahatoht, DncBiprrvs AJtn Scroioal. By Hbkrt Ghat, 

F.R.a The Drawings by H. V. Carter, U.D. The Die- 

si^ctions jointly by the Autlior and Dr. Carter. Second 

American, from the revised and enlarged Londcm Edition, 

with Three Hundred and Ninety-five Engravings on 

Wood. Philadelphia: Bbuichardi Lea. 1862. Pp.876. 

This large and compendious work on anatomy has become 

the text-book of all our schools. Aa a treatise on general 

as well as relative anatomy, we cannot sufficiently commend 

it to the profession. The present edition contains the last 

revisions of the author, and has been rendered still more 

convenient for reference by the American editor. 
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CONNECTICUT MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Thk seveatieth annual meeling of this society was held 
iu the city of Bridgeport on the 28th and 2dth May, with 
a full attendance of Fellowg from tlie county societies. 
There were also preHenl, aa delegates, Dra. H. D. Bulkier 
and J. Q. Adams irom the New York Slate Medical Soci- 
ety, and Dr. Usher Parsons from the Medical Society of 
lihode Island. The first day was occupied in the trangaC' 
tion of routine business, and in the election of officers for 
the year ensuing. Dr. Josiah Q-. Beckwith, of Litchfield, 
was re-elected President; Dr. E. K. Hunt, of Hartford, 
Tice-Preaident ; Dr. Geo. O. Sumner, of Hartford, Trea- 
flurer; and Dr. Leonard J". Sanford, of New Haven, Secre- 
tary. Delegates were appointed to attend the annual 
meetingH of the Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New Jersey, 
and New York Slate Medical Societies. Drs. Knieht, of 
New Haven, Hunt of Hartford, and Beckwith of Litchlield, 
constitute the delegates to the latter {New York) society. 
It was voted that t£e next annual meeting be held in Tol- 
land county, the town to be hereafter designated by the 
committee. Drs. Jared Linsly and John Q. Adams, of New 
York, were elected honorary members of the society. 

In the evening the society was most hospitably enter- 
tained at the residence of Dr. Robert Hubbard of Slate 
Street. 

On the 20th the Bociet? convened at 10 am.; a larger 
attendance than on the day previous, amounting in all to 
Beventy'five. Seven hundred and filly copies of the Trans- 
aciiona were ordered to be printed, including the following 
papers:— On Diphtheria, by G. B. Hawley, S.Dj On_Ti 



Anomalous Cases of Disease, by D. Crary, M.D. ; Hypo- 

~ " Ratlin, M.D. ^ ' " 

ve, bv M. G. Hail, M.D. ; Case 

, by Ralph Deming, M.D.; Sketches of the Early 



dermic Medication, by B. H. Catli , . , -<_- j-- 

thetic Nervej^by M.G. Hali, MD. ; Case of Cerebro-S final 



Q the Sympa- 



Physicians of Norwich, by A. Woodward, M.D. ; On Lig- 
ature of Biternal Iliac Art«ry, by J. W. Lawtoo, M.D.; 
Plastic Constituents of thesBlood, bv L S. Sanford, M.D. 
Dr. H. N. Bennett, of Bridgeport, ezbibited a case of resec- 
tion of the shoulder joint for an encbondroraalous tumor. 
Patient has now the bee use of his hand and arm, and is in 
good health. Dr. B expressed the opinion that the opera- 
tion waa unique; he had never heard of resection of the 
joint for this disease. Dr. Catlin read the report of the 
comtniltee on Registration; he deplored the ill-success 
which had attended the labors of the committee, more par- 
ticularly as regards registration in the HroaUer towns and 
villages throughout the State. The President then deli- 
vered his annual address. Dr. White, of New Haven, read 
a dissertation on the Spontaneous Generation of the Infu- 
soria. Dr. Knight made some remarks in relation to t e 
New Haven Hospital; spoke of its pro^erous condition, 
and of its capacity to accommodate three nundred patienta. 
Dr. Jackson, of Hartford, was chosen Dissertator for the 
next year; and Dr. Robert Hubbard, of Bridgeport, alter- 
nate. In the afternoon the society dined together at the 
"Sterling House;" Dr. Knight presiding in the absence of 
Dr. Wm. B. Nash. He welcomed the members of the 
society, delegates from other societies, and invilod euests. 
He remarked that but one member, as old as himself, was 
preienlj and that but eight or ten remun of those who 
were bis contemporaries. 

Addresses were afterwards made by Dr. B. E. Hunt (Vke- 
Fresident), Dr«. Bulkley, Rockwell, Taloott, Knight of 
Lakeville, Deming, Hubbard, and Cbilds. AAsr which the 
society adjourned. A. 

SHELTER CLOAK-TENT. 

[To tbs Editor ot tha AiinuOAii Uididil Tiiiia.] 

Sir: — Allow me to call the attention of your numerous 
readers in the medical corps of our army to a new and 
' e dxA-Tinf, receotly introduced to the 



notice of the Belgian government, and which, although as 
yet but an experiment, deserves the consideration of a trial, 
es possibly assisting to reUeve transportation trains, while 
at the same time furnishing the soldier with a shelter on 
the march as well as during the bivouac. 

CapL Sheureux, the inventor, proposes to fiirniah each 
soldier with a piece of india-rubber cloth, in the form of a 
rectangle, seven feet by three and a half, which on the long 
sides shall be pierced with eyelet-holes, having rings 
inserted in them. A email cord reeving through these ena- 
bies the wearer, when marching in the run, to gather one of 
the ends together in the form of a plaited cone ; this passed 
over the head and hanging ftom tbe neck, entirely coven 
tlie mnn and everything he carries. At night, when 
desirous of converting it into a tent, he fastens one of tbe 
narrow sides to the earth, and elevates on a couple of sticks 
the opposite end — thus covering a space oi about ^x feet 
bv three and a half. His knapsack, serving for a pillow, ia 
placed at the apes of the triangle thus formed, and his feet 
towards the open end and the camp fire. Four men by nnit- 
ing their cloaks can in this wa^ tbrro a sort of Sibley tent 
If the number of cloaks be still further increased, so as to 
impart a polygonal shape to the structure, there wiU be 
room enough for a fire in the centre, while the square ends 
of the cloth will always insure a large opening at tbe top 
for the escape of smoke and the purposes of ventilation. 
But this is not the general purpose sought for in their cod- 
slruction. They are more especially designed for one, two, 
or four men bivoucking by squads, and not for a larger 
number making a permanent habitation of it The merits 
claimed for it by its author are, portability, shelter, lees 
danger of fire, fadhty of construction and removal, and, 
lastly, by having their open ends towards the camp-Ares, 
they conceal these latter from the enemy's observation. 
Yours, etc., J. 0. 

ROBLYH, Hay Bl, ISK, 



MILITARY HOSPITALS. 

NiwauH, N, C, Ifkr Htm. 

ITo tb« Editor or the Amnioui Uuicu Tinn.] 
Sir:— In the years 1838-39 I had the honor, by authority 
of the Board of Managers of the " Preston Betreat" of 
Philadelphia, and by a special committee of the College of 
Physicians (Meigs, Ruan, and Huston), to visit tbe severs^ 
hospitals throughout Europe in order to obtain the best plan 
for the erection and organisation of this Lying-in Hospital 
in Philadelphia. A large legacy had been left by a benevo- 
lent physician for this purpose, and it was thought that 
something might be learned from the examination of simi- 
lar institutions in Europe. In this tour, which embraoed 
England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales, France, Belgium, Prussia, 
Saxony, Austria, Swilxerland, and Italy, I necessarily came 
in contact with various hospitals designed for other purposes 
than obstctricy. Among the institutions which I visited, 
none interested me more than the military hospitals. These 
were to me, of course, entirely new, our countir not at 
that time having established many of the kind. This has 
been tbe case up to the present war. Our country now 
finds itself in a position demanding tbe immediate erection 
of a large number of institutions ^r the accommodation of 
sick and wounded soldiers. A war carried on by one mil- 
lion of men in the fleld, even for one year only, will incur 
the necessity of the establishment of economical accommo- 
dations for its soldiers ofler the war. The truth is, the 
battle of BuU Ran opened tbe eyes of the Government to 
the pressing necessity of fitting up immediately proper 
buildmgB for the accommodation of the nick and wounded. 
The consequence was^nd is, that large buildings in Alex- 
andria, Georgetown, Washington, Philadelphia, New York, 
and elsewhere, have been fitted up for the temporary accom- 
modation of the wounded. I say temporary accommodation, 
for it is not probable they will remain as permanent fixtorea 
alier the war is over. There will be many wounded and 
disabled men whom tbe Government must take care of dur- 
ing their lives. There will be many sick of d 
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traded in camp who will equftllj' need care and medical 
Bttentioa frora ibe Goverumeat; and there will, Id fiiCure. 
be a much larger standing tumj than formerly, which will 
imnuallj> supply large numbers of sick and wounded eoidiera 
to these hospitals. The Govemment will he Renerous to 
these men. One or more kofeU da invalidea wiU be erected 
for them. A great deal of money has already been ex- 
pended under the pressure of on ui|^Qt oecesuly for the 
present accommodation of these men, and a great deal more 
will be spent in the same way. The fact is clear to almost 
any ordinary observer that this mode of proceeding cannot 
continue long. Some permanent, safe, and economical 
structures must be erected, with all the necessary couce- 
fiiences and hospital accommodations ; they raust be 
erecte>d (hi high and airy places, outside of the thronged 
thoroughfares of large cities, away from the iufiucnce 
of malari^ and under the infiuence of proper military 
and medical diacJpIine. The land must be obtaiued 
cheaply, tlie buildings must be erected economically, on 
plans which promise " the greatest good to the greatest 
number," and the oigani^ation of the institulioos ho 
arranged as to coat the Government as litUe as possible 
Now, I do not know what money has been spent in this 
direction already, but I do not doubt that enough has been 
spent to have erected one or two fine, large institutions of 
ll)is kind. In examining the hospitals ofEurope, nothing 
attracted my attention more than the strong disposition 
exhibited by the several governments, through their agents, 
to obtain the best possible ventilation for the boapitols. 
Next to tlii?, an equal temperature was sought for, high 
and dry ground was selected to secure fi-esh air, as well as 
lor purposes of cleanliness. In France, G<:rmaQy, and 
Italy I found stoves or yoEla, the latter a kind of brick- 
work, in general use in the hospitals. In some cases, ordi- 
nary fife-placea were used. The large wards of the hospi- 
tala in Rome and Naples, in addition to having no means 
of heating them, had cold brick or tile floors with a central 
gutter running through them, through which streams of 
water were allowed to pass to clean out the wards. I con- 
fess I felt cold and shivery in walking through the large 
wards of the Spedolc Maggiore of Rome, during the month 
of December. A new hospital the same season being built 
in London was healed by pipes containing heated steam, 
and the lying-in hospitalsof Luesame dly, the best of them, 
were fltttd up with carpets and the ordinary furniture of a 
well arranged bouse, including a good coal fire in the grate. 
The ventilation in Bume of the hoapitals, especially the older 
ones, was simply the ventilation of windows opened and 
shut; in otheis a single pane would open, in other cases 
there would be perforations in the walls with valves at the 
ends and aides of the wards. These were accompanied 
with openings in the doors or in the walla near the fioor, 
designed to keep up continuous currents of ireah air through 
the wards. The further south 1 went the more gregarious 
I found the people, the larger the wards in the hospitals, 
and the stronger the disposition to a toMe-tT A^(a life; while in 
England and the north of Germany the disposition appeared 
to be to divide up the spaces, make the rooms small with 
fewer inhabitants, in more numerous apartments. The ex- 
pense of keeping the atmosphere at a proper temperature 
during the cold weather would dictate this policy as a mat^ 
ter of economy. Enghsh eiclusiveness, in my estimation, 
arises in a great measure from the surly and disagreeable 
character of the English climate. But, to return to the 
matter of our military hospitals, I would suggest to die 
Government the propriety of preparing at once to meet 
this necessity of the condition of our country. Let a com- 
petent person or persona he appointed to visit Europe if 
necessary, organize proper plans for the erection and con- 
ducting these military hospitals, and in general have the 
Bupervision of the matter. It will require more than one 
Tear to erect the building alone, and they should not be 
Dcgun until the best possible plans, architectural and other, 
adapting them to the different climates where they shall be 
erected, have been fully determined upon. By taking ft 
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step thus early in this matter, the Government will save 
many expenses and losses, which would otherwise occur, 
under the pressure of necessities. I need acarcely refer 
you to the enormous losses of the Government occurring 
from the luddcn calling out of half a milhon of men, with- 
out previous concert, consideration, or experience. There 
cenainly have been great losses by the undoubted corrup- 
tions of the contractors of the Government, as there will be 
in almost an^ distribution of governmentaJ patronage, but 
tiie inexperience of its agents in the duties which they 
were called upon suddenly to perform, is and was the real 
cause of many of the great losses suffered. Besides this, 
I would urge a movement at the present time in this mat- 
ter, in order that we may have time to perfect theorganizo- 
tion of these institutions. Our patriotic pride should induce 
us to make them as perfect as possible, better than those in 
Europe. Some of our institutions have for years been 
models to Europe, and there is no reason why we should 
not excel in this direction. 
' Yours, ete. James Bbtav, 

Brigade Surgeon, Bumtide'e ^pedilion. 



FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 
Bt pbof. cbakles a. leg. 

London, Hit 11, IStL 

Aa I promised to send you some " medical jotting by the 
way,' I embrace the first opportunity to post up to the 

Sesent time. Leaving New York on the screw steamer 
angaroo, we bad a very rough and uncomfort^le paasago 
of fourteen days before reachigg Liverpool As usual, I 
BuETered frem sca-sicknesa all the way. Were I to name 
all the remedies and specifics for tlils malady which were 
recommended me on board, from salt wattr to chloroform, 
I should have no room for anything else in my letter. 
SuCGce to say, I tried none of them but eiiampagne, a bas- 
ket of which was sent me by a friend, on board the vessel; 
this, cooled on ice, and taken ad libitum, came nearer my 
idea of a rpfcific Chan anything I could imagine ; takt^ ai a 
mtdkiite, for this, and otlier kinds of nausea and vomitings 
I give my voice decidedly in its favor. Some of my com- 
panions, miserable wretches, took ehlorn/orm, on some 
anonymous recommendation, and suffered more from the 
remedy, aa often happena, than from the disease. Effervet- 
cent mirCuru, like soda and seidiitz powders, and "Far- 
rant's eiTervescent mixture," of like composition, answered a 
good purpose in some coses. Most of the sufft-rers coosoled 
themselves with the idea, that the after benefits would more 
than compensate fur the present sufiering; an opinion not 
exactly consonant with my own experience or observations. 
I am not about to trouble your readers with an essay on 
Bea-sickness; for although I know much about it experi- 
mentally, I have little knowledge of its true pathology or 
proximate causes. No one is better acquaiojed with its 
symptoms and phenomena than myself, beyond this I make 
no pretensions. I will, however, venture to olTer a reward 
of one hundred pounds sterling, to any one who will disco- 
ver a certain and infallible specific, to be paid by penny 
subscriptions from all who experience its benefits. 

The next subject which pressed itself on my attention, 
e^>eciBlly as a sanitarian, was the miserably deficient ven- 
tilation of the ship. As I occupied a cabin nine feet square, 
with only four other passengers, taken promiscuously, and 
that situated just over or near the machinery, where the 
smell of oil, Lar, grease, coal oil, bilge-water, eta, was over- 
powering, and odjucent also to the coolcing department^ 
where, if I could not eat, I had all the benefit of the various 
savory smells given off by the various dishea, I may say 
that I labored under diffiuulties in attaining that degree of 
comfort which is desirable on a pleasure trip, although it 
might be endured with patience were there no remedy. 
We have studied hygiene and sanitary regulations on land 
long enough to tronuer some of our rcseaichee, as it seems 
tome, to our vessels; and especially those engaged chieQy in 
transporting passengers. A more perbot entem kX\ venti- 
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lation on board ship is the great desideratum ; and I am 
very glad to find it is occupying more nnd more the atten- 
tion of the medical officers of the British as well as Ame- 
ricBD navy. Although the surgeons of the Royal Navy 
liave, year after year, rqiresenled Id their Reports to the 
Admiralty, through the Director GeneraJ, the influences in- 
jurious to health vrhich prevail on board ship, and the best 
means of remedying them, and though some improvements 
ID the ventilation of the public vesflew of Great Britain iiave 
recently been introduced, yet they have not become gene- 
ral, and many of their regular sailing sailing pockels and 
steamers are deprived of tlieir bcuefits. Tl:e Reports, to 
which I have reftrred, are based on observations and eijie- 
rienees in ships of various cUiEses and under every variety 
of circumstances and climate: and the same may be said of 
the reports of our own naval medical officers to oar Naval 
Bureau. What is wanted is, the adoption of such measures 
as will obviate and correct the evils so fully pointed out 
There is slill ample room for iniprovemcnl, both aa regnfds 
cleanliness aud ventilation, in the forecastle and steerage 
of our passenger vessels, notwithstanding all that lias been 
done to better the condition of emigrants on board ship; 
afibnling them more space, by legal enactments ; and also 
more healdiy food, aud belttr coolied, than when this cliiss 
of passengers supplied tlieniselvcs with provisions, and 
quarrelled over tiie coppers, in cooking it. There certainly 
ought to be some means of enforcing person^ cleanliness 
among these unwashed foreigners; for to bodily filth may 
doubtless be attributed much of the sickness prevalent in 
the steerage. 1 trust some of our skilled sumitarians, such 
as Dr. Gi'ispom, Van Buren, or Joseph M. Smith, may turn 
their attention more partlculariy to this subject of naval 
hygitnt, and prepore a work, so much needed, Ibr the bene- 
fit of those who " go down to the sea in ships." 

In passing through the great manufacturing districts of 
England, especially in tlie itvn districts of Lancashire, as 
■Wolverhampton and Birmingham, I observed much of the 
vegetation killed, especially llie trees end hawthorn 
hedges, which is not much to be wondered at, considering 
tiie vast amount of noxious gases given off in the various 
manufacturing processes. On inquiry I find that the evil 
has become so great, and the injury to animal and vege- 
table lifo f.a extensive, that Parliament, on motion of the 
Karl of Derby, has just appointed a Couiniiltee to inquire 
into and report on the subject. The vapors which have 
proved so destructive to vegetation, are chiefly given off 
inl the manufacture of soda from sea water and common 
salt; some establishments employing 1000 hands, and 
turning out 100 tons or more of soda annually. Some of 
the chimneys to these manufactories are nearly GOO feet 
high, for the puri)oso of carrj'ing off and causing \a be dis- 
pelled in the air without mjnry, the muriatic acid and 
other vapors generated in the process of manufacture. 
But this has pioved an inadequate remedy, and heavy 
damages have repeatedly been recovered by the large 
land I'd proprietors in their neighborhood, from the 
owners, for injury done to their crops, hedges, and trees, 
etc ; 60 that, in many cases, the manufactories have been 
destroyed or abandoned. The process of the manufacture 
of soda, in England, is carried on by the decomposition of 
common salt by sulphuric acid ; and in most of the manu- 
factories I find that the maniilacturc of sulphuric acid also 
is carried on in the same building, by condensing the sul- 
phurous vajiors given off, and, in three cases, no injury is 
sustained by tlie neighborhood, while the profits are much 
increased. A patent was granted several years ago, to pre- 
vent injurv from such acid vapors by passing them through 
water, which has a strong .iffinity for them, thus con- 
densing and utilizing tliem. Tins ts said to have proved 
very valuable to the patentee, though it connot have been 
generally introduced. 

The injury to animal life is hardly less obvious throughout 
these districts than to vegetation. This is shown by the high 
mortality rate, amounting in some places to over 20 instead 
of 8 in 1000, the average mortality tbrougliout England. 



Sipce reaching London, I have visited some of the hoa- 
pilals, and become acquainted with several medical men of 
distinction. Several whom I knew when here in 1849, 
are now gone; as Bransby Cooper, Dr. Pereira, Sir John 
Forbes, E. B. Todd, Dr. Quekett, Hareball Hall, etc 
Their places, however, are filled by men of equal ardor and 
devotion to science, if not of equal merit. The improve- 
ments and advance in medical and surgical science within 
the last ten years are very obvious ; and for many of these 
improvements, the world is indebted to London prac- 
titioners. Dr. Copland, who may certainly be ranked 
amons the first of living practitioners and writera, is still 
ac'tivelv devoted to the practical duties of his profession, 
notwithstanding the immense amount of physical and in- 
tellectual labor he has accomplished. Sir B. Brodie has 
recently retired from practice, owing to the failure of hta 
eyesight, although he has reached that age when men 
naturally seek for quiet and repose. No one, in modem 
times, has attained a more exalted professional reputation 
than Sir Benjamin; and it will prove as durable as it is 
eminent, for it Is founded on researches which have contri- 
buted to enlarge the boundaries of science; while he has 
ever proved on example, and exhibited a character calcu- 
lated to elevate the medical and surgical profession in the 
respect and esteem of society and the world. He, un- 
doubtedly, has the great consolation in his declining days, 
to feel that he has acted his part well in lile. and dis- 
charged his professional duties conscientiously. He has re- 
tired to a beautiful situation, at (Broome Park) Betchworth, 
Surrey. 

I shall endeavor to write yen weekly, though my time 
is much occupied. In my next, I will confine myself to 
subjects more strictly professional. 
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LIST OP THE NAMES OP BUIIGEOHB AND ASSISTANT BTIB- 
GEONS APfOlfJTED TO THE VOLUBTEKR MEOIMKNTS 09 
THE STATE OF NEW YOKE, SISUK MAKCH S,1SM. AND THE 
CHANGES WHICH HAVE OCCUUREt) IN THE BEQIUENTS 
IN THE FIELD FKOM THE SAME DATE. 

■Ciuriua S. Wood, M.D.. AHlt,t.eiir^ Mth Eeg.,Tl» 



:h It,— 



Jun« U Ucwett naUmeil. W»reh 18,— J. F. BtonT.-iC, 1 

Burg. BLli (J.ck»n) Ariillery, oriniolilnR in New York Cilr. 

F. M. McUillmi. M.T)., AulsL Surg. Murine Artlllrry. pr-imoisrt u 



, K(g-. orgmillfd In Ni^w Yotk Cn». Man ,. 

M.D., AntsL Hitra. lOBih Krtr., Bo«hett«r and I4 Eoj orsnnlutionB. 
Marcb 1&— William C. Lcfil. .U.U.. SuriMHi Od Ru, pron>D»d from 
AMiii. Surg., vice Alfroil V.-vAi 00 par-rc; Joseph W. liobiiaon. M.D.. 

te.— wrillHu'. H, l.eumrd' M.IX Atal.t Snr^Bl.l ! ^g," ike" John" 'L 
Dodge. March !9,— Fowler Prenllce. M.D., hiuraeim liA Ilea,, prcuialcd 
fr.iBr A«I=L Surg, 80xh Iteg., Hm H. P. Bn>lwlclt r(Bign,3^: itamt C. 
O'Nell, M,D., AarltL fiurg. 'IKb hrg., vlft Iiinlel H, Mnrnli)' nblimed. 
April !,—Chailsi L. HubbclL. M,D. :iiirgeaii ISLh Kee. vke AnrUh B. 
ShlpmsD piMDioteil tu Hrlgiide f^urgioiii K. M. Dvoriim, M.I)., Auist. 
SDrg, 30th lice,. Ties FnWt.r PirTiiii» promntnl to i^Di^eon TSd EeK. 
April 10.— Am a tfiow, MD.SUigeiiii lit Englntrr Krs. (t:<d. SHiell), 
Tlu A. r, Dalrymple iMlgnsd. April 11.— Krpeit Uolelle. M,D.. Axdu. 
Burs. " Hnbni Perdue'' Kti.. ■nanii>-dlii New York. April IS- Andrew 
F. bheldan. M.U.. AkDL Surg, fsth Beg. Haj IS,— Joho L Dodge. H.D„ 
SuiveuD eiM Keg., viee Euhniui H. Buck nu^nad. Hay U.— John P. P. 
While. M.D., Surgeon luih U>«, pnxDoled rrom Aatlat. «urg, >lh Krg.. 
vice JnbnW.Hunl promoieil: Anitrew H. Bmllb. M D,. Sutgeon Nlh 
Sag., pnimotAd ftnm Aaalit Sargi tfd lleg,, vica Chat. Gnodale reelgiiMl ; 
Tboiiiaa Ijwyor. I»,ll,. Aa.lil. Snrg.«d E^ vin Andn-w H. 6ni1t£ pro- 
muled ID Snriiesn 8I1I1 Kig. : lleury J, Phllllpa, H.D,, iiurgeoa lOld Hee,, 
Tic* Charlea Goodrich nilcDed: i-nnrad Juecbtiii, M.D , Aadec Burg. 
"BangB ArLlllerj." vies Cliu, J. Klpp reelgnedj Frani M[lcke, M,D., 
SnigeunSSth Bh£. proniolul b«m Aialtt. Surg., vie* F, Heesell rctlened: 
Charles BtelD, M.D.. AialaL Burg, SSlh Erg., vice Fnni MOeke promoicd 
tuSnrgenn; Jatnei Chutman. M.D,. AaaliL Burg. Wth Erg., vtue Wllllaoi 
W. KlunerrllgDed; IsTiIIhui J. Uurr.M.U., Aulac. Surg Wh Ueg, t1« 
glepheu P. tJhlFln reflgiied. Mat 14,— Edward M<:IlanDell. AaslH, Eun. 
Ill Anillarj. vice Alft^d A. C, Wllliinu drupneil from (ha rolla. May SL 
-F, Mukaa Wright, U.D„AM(C Burg. OoLDodge'BBatlaLouoIUounud 

Ebib ConUTv Medical Sooiett, — The semi-annual meet- 
ing of the Erie County Medical Sodety will be held the 
second Tuesday in June, at the rooms of the^uflalo Medi- 
cal As.«ociation, No. 7 South Division stieet.— £u^ Med. 
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Bar, M.D.. ilflftor uid ProprleWr. JuiJ, 18«3. B.llUeri; BmlliBri, Va. 
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UuKHed. awL Boston rTHckonr^ Fields. IStl. Pp. SIT. 
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Abitnct of Lb* Omclnl Beport. 
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Herein IbeB^llevue HooplUL 
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SPECIAL NOTICES. 
I Ifsn Tons Acadeut of Medicine. — Db. S. 3. Purple 

wiU read the ifentoirofth«btte Joan Stearns, ii.D.,thafirii 
Prendtnt of tkt A cademy, on Wednaday evtning, Junt 18th. 
After whieh, the rubject of " Ergot' ttriS he dtKuned. 

Dr. Elisha Harris 



Dr. Julius Homberger, 
Sfietiplts : {Diseases of lije <S^t, 



24 West 12th Street. 



Oimn Boom: - 



John W. Shedden, Apothecary; 
tm Boweij, eor. 4Ui BL 

^olbb'a. Allen'h Tllden'e, Herrlng'i, and olber fine prcparatjnni ilw^* 



L Lyons' Pure Ohio Catawba Brandy. 
• — 'rhe UDderslEud be* leave Id Inrorm tbe Bubllo. tbat tbey bay* 
eibib)lsbsd a DKFOT IN NEW YORK Ibr the purpoM of ■apptflng 



All ordeta promptly altanded to by 

G. FHANCHEBE & CO., No. 1 

aOLS AOBSTS. 



loopi.l 

Nny Tou, April S. IWO. 
Va have rKently made a caraful anatyati of Lyniu' Catawba Brandy hr 

i>r 8BT casee, and baye (Uund It to be a perfeolly pure arHele xiUiant any 
foreign admlTtDre. We, tharefore, have no bealuaon In recommending It 
to tbe nubile, aa rulBlliiie all tbe rcqulrrmente of a pure Brandy rut Medi- 
cal and other Ba««. 

JAMES R. CUILTOH A 00., AnntyUeat Ottnttlt. 
ImpoMllon. the Ubela on the genuine article baie >_be Oertl- 



Wm. H. Davol, M.D., late Physician 
to L. I. College Honilcal. BrooklTD, renoTed to ?t ^nl, Minn. 
Aiftrwteet.— C. L. MlliheU M.D., T. L Ma»in, M.D,, I'niC K N, Cbap- 
-ot AunlD Flint, M.D., Fror. B. F. Barhar 
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THE FIRST NUifBER OF THE 

American Journal of Ophthalmology 

JULIUS HOMBERGER, il.D., Editor. 

JUSTFUBLISHES. 

OnDlphtberilliof thedinJuneUya. By Dr. Ciufc ' 
On Stmt.lsmui CaiiQomliao^ By tbe Editor. 
Tbe Untieing Society of OptatbalnKlogy. 
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(Clinical Essays, by B. W. Richardson, 
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Sent Fie* by Mall or 



Consumption, its Early and Remedi-. 

^ able Btagea. By Edwirde Bmltb, H.D. Bto. Loodon, IMl. t».a. 

BitiLiiia BioTHin a. *W Broadway, N. V. 
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Gmelin(L.) Hand-Book of Chemistry. 
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"Ppilepsy: its Symptoms, Treatment, 
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psychological Inquiries. The Second 
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Jun.ii.te<a, AMEinCAN MKDICAL TIMES ADVERTISER. 

E. & S. FOUGERA, PHARMACEUTISTS, 
No. 30 K. William sti H. York, and No. 169 Atlantic sti Brooklyn, 

QEMERAL AGENTS FOR THE FOLLOWUSO PSEPARATIOirS : 

Aaina : T. UETCALF 4t CO^ Boston, Mam. ; H. P. WAEELEE, S&h Fraxcisoo, Cutrouru ; B. Ik 
MASSOT, St. Loois, Uo. ; , Baltiuohs, Uastluto, no, no. 

To b« Uad al«o from tb« tint claw I>r«g ttorc*. 



ALBESPETRirS BLISTERINO TISSTIK. 
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EAQUIN'S CAPSULES, 
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GENBVOIX PURE OIL OF HORSE CHESNUTa 

Tbli Arni^OocTT BrepanUoB li unong Ui* nomsvu loploJ uplloi- 
tJoiu pMMlMd bf ttenpcDtla, th* baM utenuJ nnwdr tatOOBT, Suu- 

M.B. A <i am InportaM, In applTlBi tU« otl. ts nb nntlT on tha 
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BLANCARD'S PILLS OF IODIDE OF IRON. 
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BONJEAN'S EEOOTINE & DEAGEES OFEEQOTINE. 

fm^iafi'i J^ToMn*, or pnhBed Eitnol oT Ervnt. 1i cti« wtnotlTt pdii- 
clpltvf )>oaUa CurDDtum. inlnui lu polKnoDi •ubeluca. In coMoqniim, 
SHijtimi Kreodnt mat b* given In doMa proporOoniu to tha dangar of 
lh(HM,i>lihoqtaiiTrl<kli» the liCa or th* patient. Thtinitot BoiJta<i 
A-roWMtoOwnaT* to l«gnlnvdikll7. On* drufi* (itin* inltia) huf 
ba glTou. tnubtd, a>ar7 two or tluu bmin, la torn* gnT* a*BM at nterio* 

baowcrtian, 

LABELONTE, Fhuk, No. It Ena BonrboB, TUkDsni*, PuU. 



QUEVENNirS IRON AND DRAOfiES OF IRON 

BI HYSBOOEN. 

PkfilaUBa daatwoa to k*T* a tutunl mlota will piMcriba Otmutmi 
Qiumina I /rwi. irUofa la alwif * nnlftinii ud nllablc, ud qnlt* dlffarant 
AuiL lb* aotunMnUI Inn by U jdcons. 

It mam In Hull botti**, witb ■ tfii ipoon oontalDlnc two craina of Iron, 
Which l»»doi*. K. QESKVOSi, U Bm doa Beaoj An*, l-artaT^ 
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laatrjc dnunmeLt*. nndwa lu ooDtlnnad ■mplOTmant ofian 
In Leb*ri Saianule*, the Bitui, bj Ita tjmlitttioB with 
mtilBiA Id hiA ■ DiatMr, tbit It* dlHatioi 1* awr tnA Ita 

■CM nuljr. beildea f u alegiiil tana udllatnla* osdar a ocbI- 
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PIERLOT'S VALERIANATE OF AMMONIA, 

FOB ySBVOUS AyPXOTIOHS. 
Thia prapanBMi li wt at all Ilk* cbs ooa pnpatad to Apotboiwfa*. tfK* 

Ibt fbRDqla publiihwl In Ih« JODmala: Ita nSorVll* tula, ud ahoi* alL Ita 
■nonoaft, wben the olhor ona falla, wUJ tall at onoa how dlffereat tbay an 
ono ftWD U» oihtr. 

Otfiiai PitrloTA T-'tfianaU i>f ArKntatAa la ■ moM aSlanl«tii 
MDodr U Jfturaigia, Epiiepf. QmnUomt, Bvmwtik, to, &«. 

i>i»*a— Two to thiM ttaapnunruli dalij. 

FUULOT, PbaiL, 40 En* Uiaaria*, Piria. 

E. * S. FOUfiERA, Pharmaceutisti, IVew York aad Brooklyn, 

Gbherai, Aoirtb fob thb abots Prifahatiokb, 

K3. FBABMAOKUTKn Aim Wbolbsaib Drvgoibts viil find it to their advMitafte to send for out ncn 
Prlc« Ontrent, in vhicb the prices of Imported fVencli Medicinal Prepantioiii are much ledncec. 



BOUDAtrLrS PEPSINB, 

BueoMadill}' prMOrlbcd tn Dvpfta, Oatlralffia, in ibw nd i tffL ^ 
dtg**Woii.Tn a>jM<o Jtotawa. «nd tlaato Mt*»t wUHug Jf<»ff pra>- 

Doat— PIRmb gnBa la powdar, two or tin** ttm** t dajr, Jul bafti* 



LABELONYE'S GRANULES OF DIGITALIS, . 

iralD of BTdroHdooMIs Bitnct of 

, r '■-• ^ •* H aiHlleni aodatlT*, * powaifal 

dloraUD, and I* parboitj^asoeptabla U tho atomach. Thar ra(alu* wall 



iQKL Thia prtparatJon 
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FBUNEAU'S ASTHMATIC PAPER. 

TU* upar UDlalna a doltnolsad qnaitl? of NIVU* of Pstai 

ioDna. HyoaclacaoB, Bo-amonlDm, and It bnma wall, and II* plaai 
nur tha paUent, In a cL — '' — " — ' ji-.-i- -.i 
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E. & S. FOUGERA'S COMPOUND DRAGfiBS OF. 

SANTONINE. 

Tbaae Dngtn Mmponnd of Santonins and Jalapln* a» al th* •not tldM 
varmlfng* and purgailvv— b<lng ooMod with annr Ibtr an plsaaaot la 
lake, OTcn for cblldrtD. Each Dnc^ ecinlalna balr ignJn Sulanlnaaal 
one.flrLb of* grata of JaUplne, with cboojlata and ooaiad with aunr. 

"^ "" — '— - •■— ' •• tpeatad tbraa daja. 



GELIS & CONTE'S DRAGEES OF LACTATE OF 
IRON. 

Appn/rti by eu FrtncA Aradtmy oT JTacfMH 
The aaporlorltr of actfaa of tba Ladult ef Iron la dol j amlbmad to Ito 
parfeot*olnbllllf lathenurlojnm. II t* ddlr pn*iriE«d for UUpnMt*^ 
WkUia. Imawrrhaa, and gsMra] dfblltcr. Saiih l^ngi* aoqlalu mm 
mlB IMUU of Iron. 
Doai.—l'wo to Ihna, thraa dniM a day. 
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K & B. FOUGERA'S DEAOEES AND SYRUP OF 
PYEOPHOSPHATE OF lEON. 

Tbaellloaryor thi* d*w nrapantlan. contdnlDg two Important olmunta 
of Diu- t^itHii. Inili and Pbapboru, la admltlsd br all I'bnialu* wh* 
hiTi amploTMl It. Bainf bgrn* eullj b; the moat dollcats lUmacba, I- 
agreoaTcrj well with fovng ladlaa; Itliuaad irllb dsddod boDadttD eaae* 
of pnwroJ doMlUy, A ni m t a, Dytp^ptia, Jitimtgia, ud pilnnlliaUt 
wben a Dtrroaa tonla la Indlcalod. 

I>DaB,— Two to (our Drafeaa, thr** UoM* a day. or a daaaart to a 1m- 
ipoonful three ttmoa a daf. Par chlMnD Ui propartoB. 



PERS0NNE3 lODINlSED OIL. 

APPROVXD BY THS FRSXCB AOADEMT OF MFDICIHS. ' 

Tbli i.>li: coBtalnlna lodln* In u *lamu(ai7 oomblnation, la rarr macb 
like iHHl aliusnd oil In lU tut* ud oolor; It haa frcat adraBUn «t*i 
jod-llrer OIL aa It can b« admlBiatorod IB mallar qaantltjand wliiaul dta- 
t\M for the palleat Rlcord aaja; that tha oir*. or at laut aoma modlflcs- 
a™ of the aiaeMH, hara alwaj* bean obtatnad (pikikor with Psroonno-a 
[odiclacil Oil. than wlib cod tlTcr oil. Tbia oil li niad In tbe Bam* aaaa a* 
■udllvuoU. UaaL.~A taaipoanfnl two or Uuw tUnn a daj. 

No. )• Biu BonrboD VIllaDdlTB, PirU. 
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LECTURES ON 
NEW REMEDIES AND THEIR THERAPEU- 
TICAL APl'LTOATIONS. 

KKW TOBK MEDICAL COLLEGE AND CHAEITT HOSPITAU 

Br SAMUEL B, PERCY, M.D., 
LECTUBE Vni. 



Gzhtlembn: — Id our preTious lectures we discaned at 
Mme length Headland 9 uztb and last order ot the first 
diviBioQ of kematic medicines. We described to you all 
the remediea nentioned b3' Headlaad, uid explained ae 
fully as the time allowed the pe;:uliar coQditii>D^ of the 
syBtem in which thM" were found serviceable. I promised 
you yesterday that I would present to you a new remedy 
lor the diseases for which a part of thia class of medicines 
are used. 1 must repeat to you some of my arguments, 
that you may fully understand the Iherapeutic applicstjon 
of the remedy I now present to you. In a state of health 
the kidneys cecrel^ a fluid, whiuh, after remaining for a 
lenffih of time in the bladder, is eventually passed away in 
a fiuid state, fiut there are disordered states of the f^ysiem 
in which tbe kidneys secrete the urine in a fluid state, but ' 
from some cause solid substances are deported from tbis 
urine either in the kidney, the ureter, or tlie bladder. 
We have described and shown to you numbers of small 
calculi that have formed within tbe kidneys: we have 
shown you others that have been taken trom the bladder, 
the nucleus only of which was formed in the kidney, and 
the remainder, by far the largest portion, was afterwards 
deposited aiound this nucleus in tlie bliidder. We have 
shown you others the whole of which lias beeir formed 
within the bladder. We have also shown you many spe- 
cimens of deposils, some in a Qnety divided stale, others in 
distinct crystals of smril siie. We see then, by these sub- 
stantial evidences, that the urine does not always remain 
in a fluid condition, and lliat when it ceases to be fluid it 
cause* grave difficulties, which may eitlier take the hfc of 
the patient, or lead to the necessity of a surgical operation. 

In diseased conditions, then, we see tlint there are sub- 
stances which the urine is incapable of holding in solution, 
and that deposits take place in various parts of (be urinary 
apparatus which sometimes form into calculi. The medi- 
cues that we have been discussing are used to hold these 
insoluble substances in solution, either by supplying some 
material de&cient in the system, or by their solvent action 
upon the urine itself ; and that they are successrut in many 
instances we have abundaal proof, by finding that the uri- 
nary deposits disappear under their use, and that after a 
time the medicine ilaelf may be detected in tbe urine by 
chemical analysis. 

With this slight repetiiion we will turn to the con- 
uderation of the Uttle we have to sav upon the subject of 
litbolytica. We told you that litholytics, or solvents for 
stone, might be employed in two ways, either by the 
mouth or by injeciaun into the bladder. Of tbe former 
method we spoke at some length, and of the latter method 



by relating two cases from my note-book. 

A man, about forty yearn of age, of irregular habits, 
applied to me for rehef from a difBculty which, upon exa- 
mination, proved to be stone in the bladder. I found, upon 
examination, a calculus of large size in the bladder, and 
upon examining the urine I found it contained a large 
amount of uric or lithio add, with some urate of ammonia 

Alt. MsD. Thus, Vou IV., No. 25. 
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filtered, while wanu, to 
separate it from the mucus and urate of ammonia, hlhio 
acid crystallised in large quantities around the sides of the 
gtam vessel. I had then a cose before me where a calculus 
of lai^ size existed in the bladder, and evidence from 
the state of iho urine, that it was increasing every day. 
You will say probably that this was a case that shoiJd 
properly come under the care of the surgeon, and so far 
as the removal of the calculus was concerned I might 
agree with you; but what could the surgeon do to relieve 
the cause of the deposit of thia lithic acid ? This evi- 
dently belonged to the province of the therapeutist, as 
the difficulty would bo only partly relieved by remcring 
the calculus. It was necessary to remove the cause aa 
well as the consequence of the disorder. Upon pro- 
posing medioal treatment my patient was willing to listen 
to and follow out all my suggestions, but when I spoke 
of a suri^cal operation for the removal of the calciilua, 
he peremptorily refused ever to have any operation per- 
formed. I then BUfi^ested the operation of bthotrity or 
crushing of the stone within the bladder, and with (his 
view, afler same weeks of preparation, my fiiend. Professor 
Alban Ooldsmilh, was called in to perform the operation. 

We found upon examination that tbe calculus was free, 
and that it measured nearly two inches in length, by one 
and one-lourth inches in breadth, and that it was exoeed- 
iofdy hard. 

The patient would lake neither chloroforn 
was exceedingly irritable from the pain that v 
and insisted upon the withdrawal of the instn' 
the crushing was complete, I saw him the e 
he declared he would rather die than again imdergo the 
same operation. Several irregular portions of the calculus 
had passed witl\ the urine, and I tbund upon examining 
them that the exterior portion only was lithic acid, while 
the inner portion was urate of ammonia.- As nearly as I 
could ascertain, the calculus was in three pieces. 

There wan conEiderable irriulion caused by the sharp 
edges of the broken calculus, and for several days I was 
oWiffed to resort to a judicious use of morphia, and injectioDB 
of tepid water into the bladder, to keep it distended. At 
this stage of the treatment of my patient I was taken with 
a severe cold, and a large amount of gravel was deposited 
at the bottom of the vessel I used. Upon testing this 
gravel I (bund it consisted of uric acid, urate of ammonia, 
and purpunne. One night before going to bed I passed a 
small quantity of highly colored urine, after which 1 took 
a warm bath, a dose of aperient medicine, and a large quan- 
tity of warm flaxseed tea. On getting up in the morning 
I found the urine that had been pa.=sed the previous night, 
of very dark-red color, and containing a very large deposit. 
The urine made in Ihe morning was passed into the some 
vessel, and completely dissolved the existing depteit, the 
mixture of the two being perfectly clear and transparent^ 
and no deposit in this fluid was seen again for several 
hours. This occurrence led me to tliink of the state of my 
patienL He was daily passing small broken pieces of cal- 
culus, and considerable gravel Why should I not dissolve 
this within the bladder ; and if fresh and healthy urine 
would dissolve a deposit when out of the bladder, why 
would it not also dissolve iuwithin that viscus? Upon my 
next visit to my patient I caused him ,tO urinate into a 
clean g!u» vessi^l; the fluid was very turbid, with mucus, 
uric acid, and urates. I then passed water into the same 
vessel, and nearly all of the sediment, excepting the mucusi 
was dissolved. The next day I passed about a pint of freah 
urine from my own bladder directly into his, not expecting 
that the viacu.t would be able to retain it any length of 
time, for the organ was still irritable, and he seldom retained 
more than three or four ounces at a time. To my great 
surprise he retuned this quantity in his bladder for nearly 
two hours ; he said that it acted as a direct sedative to the 
oi^n, and that he hod not been so free from pain for 
mouths. I entered upon tbe treatment of his disease with 
new interest, and he aeeouded me in all my efforts, for the 
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recovery of his health. I Iwd down atricl liygienic rulfs, 
which were attended lo; and thiee limes in every twenty- 
four boure the urine frum my bladder was passed into his. 
He daily improved in beultb, and aPur awhile his own 
urine was passed, free from sediment. By this treatment, 
in seven weeks there was not a vestige of the calculus 
remainipg in his bladder. For many days after the com- 
mencement of the treatment be could bear but a few 
ounces of his own urine in his bladder at a lime, but imme- 
diately after emptying his bladder he would bear eight or 
t«D ounces of my urine, asserting thai it gave him relief, 
M)d acUd as a sedative. As his health improved he could 
retain his own water in targe quantities. 

1 here give you then a solvent for calculus, not a new 
compound, but so far as my knowledge goes, a new remedy. 

Since that time I have treated anoilier person in a similar 
nianner. This person was much younger, and he EU{^>osed 
that the calculus had commenced to Ibrm while spending 
some time in the south-wesL ' The calculus was small, and 
Dot so hard as the one described above. It was of about 
the else of a marble, and from analysis of the urine I aup- 
posed it U> be composed of the earthy pho^hates, urate of 
ammonia, and mucus. This calculus was not crushed, but 
as in the lost case described, particular attention was given 
to restore ibe health of the individual, as without that I 
conceived that no local solvent would be of much avftil. 
My urine was in the same way thrown into this young 

Krsou's bladder ibc about' nine weeks, and as in the case 
fore related, it caused an entire solution of the calculus, 
and also allayed the irritability ol his hladdirr in a wonder- 
ful degree. As I told you m my Uat lecture, numerous 
solvents have been recommended for the purpose of remov- 
ing calculi from the bladder, and much has been hoped for 
from their action, and there are instances on record where 
much benefit has been received. Mr. Butter, of Edinburgh, 
in 1764, recommended the injection of lime witter into the 
bladder for the removal of calculi, tmd relates one esse in 
which the calculus was completely dissolved by this means. 
There are several cases on record where alkaline solutions 
have been injected into tlie bladder, and dissolved the 
calculus, besides allaying the irritability of the bladdc^r. 

Mr. Ure recommends a sotulioo of carbonate of hthia for 
the same purpose. Sir B. Brodie, in 1831, injected water 
acidulated with nitric acid, and relieved the irrilability and 
dissolved a I'hosphatic calculus. Mr. Haskin, in 1842, used 
suecesslully for the same purpose a solution of the nitro- 
tsccharate of lead, which decomposed phosphatic calculus. 
The ntw remedy which I present to your consideration is 
in my opinion the best and most natural solvent we pos- 
sess, and will in many instances, with proper attention to 
the health of your patient, effect perfect solution. But let 
me caution you as to tlie quahty of this ntw remedy. If 
you intend to use that from your own person, abstain from 
everything which would render it impure ; nicotine is not 
natural to the secretion, and does not, so lar as my know- 
ledge goes, possess any solvent proj^erties, and the organ 
into which you may p^ it may not be accustomed to ita 
effects. Alcohol in all its Ibrms may not be tolerated by 
an organ in a stale of irritation ; Uierefore if you expect 
good results, abstain from these two poisons. 

Dr. Proul asserted years ago bis belief that urinary cal- 
cuU might be dissulvecf by promoting in thu patient ■ copi- 
ous secretion of healthy urine, and be says upon this 
snbject — " A perfectly healthy condition of the urine is not 
only one of the most natural, but probably also one of the 
most powerful solvents for all the ingredients hkely to 
exist in urinary calculi that we can hope to possess. So 
satisfied am I of the general truth of this remark, that my 
belief is that there is scarcely any form of stone that would 
long bear the continued action of healthy urine without 
becoming more or less dissolved and disintegrated." 

Since the introduction of Croton water in this city, we 
do not have many caiies of urinary calculi, but chose of you 
whit practise in the West will find them in abundance. In 
Addition to your hygienic treatment, let me urge you U> 



try llie proper therapeutic applici 
presented to you. 
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It is a conceded and recognised fact, that great physiolc^- 
cal changes in the uterus take place during gestation, Ihat 
its walls become thicker, softer, and more elastic, and during 
this period that it undergoes no alteration of slispe, although 
its cavity is considerably enlarged. It is, however, sup- 
posed, and in tliis most authorities agree, that the cervix 
uteri undergoes what is technically called, shortening, or 
" tiie behavior of the cervix during pregnancy ;" and that at 
the termination of utero-gestation the vaginal portion no 
longer lorms a conical projection in the upper part of the 
vogma, but that it is tlieu considered as having merged or 
moulded itself into the body of the uterus, tlirming one 
cavity. Much importance is usually attached in works of 
forensic medicine and obstetrics to the changes of the cervix 
uteri, in relation (o the time of pregnancy, its color, its 
softening, and its shortening. 

The progress of this shortening has been computed by 
the gradual disappearance of its intra-vaginal portion. Thus 
it is held, that at the aixth month one-quartei' is lost, at the 
seventh month one-half, at the eighth month three -quarten^ 
at the ninth month to have entirely disapj. eared. 

Entertaining entirely different views on this subject, I 
have p:^umed to dissent from the opinions of these authors, 
nol only that the neck espands from above downwards, 
but from the opposite one that the changes occur from 
below upwards ; and I do so with a high sense of esteem 
and admiration for their genius and attainments. Bui if 
medical or any other science is to continue to advance, no 
maxim should be considered established beyond investiga- 
tion, and DO authority, however high, ought to be held 
iniallible. 

The subject is one also of great physiological and obste- 
trical interest, and has many practical hearings of the highest 
character. This is especially true of placenta pmvia; it 
conflicts, as I conceive, with the views of Barnes and Bead ; 
and tends to explain more clearly ihe views eiilertaiued by 
Doherty and Levret, as to why htemorrhage does not occur 
when the placenta is implanted directly over the internal os 
of the cervix uteri; the fact is proved by the statistics of 
Trask, that little hfemurrhage takes place till the full term 
of gestation, but when the placenta is placed laterally 
hcemorrhage will occur. On this point I will not enlarge 
at this time, and shall defer it to another occasion. Two 
different views at the present day are entertained — Ist 
Those of Baudelocque and others, and, 2d, Those of StcJu 
of Strasburg, ^proved by oihers, and Bist promulgated m 
1826. The opinion of Baudelocque is, " That at the end of 
pregnancy, the* neck forms, together with the body, a 
common cavity, and nothing remains but the small circle 
of the OB externum." There is no supra or infra- vaginal 
portion. 2d. The view of Stolla is, as stated by Caieaui, 
" That the cervix uteri preserves its whole length until 
the last fortnight of pregnancy, when the whole neck is 
lost in the cavity of the body and disappeErs by a total 
efiocement." Thus, both opinions arrive at the same con- 
clusion at eight and a half months. To fuUy comprehend 
the opinions at the present day of these two schools, it 



c Dy 



L.oo'^lt 



TAYLOR ON THE CERVIX VTERl. 



will be Advisable to ^ve the opinions as eipresaed by both 
schools up 14} the present day, when we aball better com- 
prehend the subject 

OPimOHS 07 AUTHORS. 

Bacdilooqux. — " That at the end of pregiutncy, the neck 

forms, together with the body, one common cavity, and 
nothing remains but the snull circle of the oi externum." 

SmLLtt. — " In the ninth month, the neck of the womb 
being altogether dia tended," 

Dbwies.— " The neck begins from the siith month to 
^ow shorter and shorter, tUl at the 'ninth month it is en- 
tirely obliterated-" 

F. H. IUhbbothah. — At the end of gestation the cervix 
is so completely opened out, that it forms part of the gene- 
ral cavity. 

J. Ramsbotbak. — The same. 

J. T.'Ikolbbt. — After the fifth month the dilating power 
of (ha ovum is exerted upon tte neck, which it dilates en- 
tirely from above. 

B. Mdbpht. — " That the cervix is expanded to form part 
of the uterine cavity from the seventh month." 

F. CatTBCHiLL, adopting the views of Baudelocque, re- 
marks : — " On examination, we find the vagina closed 
superiorly by the rounded lower end of 1^ uterus, but no 
protruding cervix." 

C. D. Meiob. — " At the close of pregnancy, the cenrix 
uteri seems to have wholly disappeu^, and the last days 
of gestation, not to be discovered at all' 

Q. 8. Bkdford says: — "That after an examination at 
Qie seventh month the cervix uteri is more expanded, giv- 
ing aa increase to its various diameters, and then it is that 
you will appreciate the important circumstance, that the 
cervix commences to diminish in length; thia diminution,' 
remember, begins from above and not below, or, U) be more 
explicit, at the trfmne and not at the vaginal extremity : 
and further, I am emphatic on this point, as the learned 
Stolta munlains an opposite opinion. 

ViLPKAo a|gree3 with Desonneaux, that the neck loses 
one-third of ita total length by the fifth month, on^half at 
the aiith month, two-thirdsor three-quarters at the.seventh 
month, four-finhs at the eighth month, and the remainder 
disappear during the ninth month - and ^en adds, but 
frequent dissections and Uie most careful investigations have 
singularly impaired the confidence I formerly bad in them. ■ 

Jacqcisvieb. — In many females at the seventh month it is 
reduced one-half, at term the v^nal portion presents the 
slightest projection ; and further, dirett obiervaitoiu respect- 
ing the shortening and dilatation can make clear the ques- 
tion, though it seems reasonable to admit that the dilaution 
commences from above, slow and gradual, to the external 

Tyler Smra.— "At the fifth month the cervix uUri 
begins to shorten its cavity, being taken up into the general 
uterine cavity by a process of development, commencing 
at the junction of the cervix with the body of the organ 
and terminating at the oseitemum." 

UoNTOOUBRT entcrtsins the same views. 

CAZEAtix. [SloUt't vieua, givtn by Cokouie.]— When 

Seakinjf of Desonneaux's views respecting the behavior of 
B cervix uteri, he says : — " I do not hesitate to pronounce 
all this an entire error, and to which I asked attention since 
1839 No. The neck does not shorten in the way which 
has so long been described. It preserves its whole length 
until (he lust fortnight of pregnancy, and then the whole 
neck is lost in the cavity of the body and disappears by a 
total tfftKtmtnt." 

He proTes the truth of U. Stoltz's assertions in primipartn, 
and says:— "For in these women the neck does diminish 
a little in length during the last two or ^ree months, 
although by a process entirely different from that described 
by Desonneaux." And he goes on to say — " That the spread- 
ing out of the 08 tincie and the inferior part of the neck 
constantly increases from bdovi vpwardt as the gestation 
progresses. It reaches the middle part of the cervix about 



the seventh month, and nearly gains the internal orifice 
by the ninth. The entailment of the cavity of the neck 
advances simultaneously with the softening of its walla, and 
that the cavity resembles a thimble in form in some women, 
whilst in others it is iunnel-sh^ied, the base being below 
and the apex above. On the whole, therefore, the neck ia 
fusiform in primipar®, the external orifice is rounded, and 
so little dilated as to prevent the introduction of the finger 
without some considerable effort In females who have 
had children the external orifice is widely opened, the 
cavity in the neck is funnel shapred, (he base being below, 
and which continues to increase until its apex reaches the 
internal os. This latter remains closed in both, in a vast 
majority of cases, until the last month of pregnancy." 

And further — " There is no prejection found at the upper 
part of the vagina^ except in multiparw a collar of varuu)le 
softness, and in pnmipars a sharp thin ring is found." 

Chaillt, — At the ninth month, "In women who havehad 
children, there is no longer any neck. The internal and ex- 
ternal orifices become confounded, and are dilated to feel 
the membranes of the foetus. In primipara the mprorwigi- 
nai portion still preserves a few lines which do not become 
effaced till labor commences. The vaginal portion ia com- 
pletely effaced. The external is open, but uie finger can- 
not enter the internal os." 

IS. DtJKCAK, advocalins the views of Stoltz, gives five 
propositions, three of woich are only necessary to state, 

IsL The length of the oavify of theneck undergoes little 
or no change during pregnancy. 

3d. The capacity of the cervical cavity becomes gradually 
^eater as pregnancy advances; and this is effected by an 
increase of its diame(«ra or breadth, advancing fivm Moio 
apwardt, that is, from the external to the internal os of ths 

3. PaopoamoH. — " The length of the vaginal portion of 
the cervix, or the amount of its projection into the vaginal 
cavity, generally diminiihei as Che uterus rises into the cavity 
of the abdomen." Prot Miller of Lexington, Kentucky, 
adopts the same view as ChaiUy, Cazeaux, and Stoltz, 

HuTEB says, from many examinations — "That in most 
cases, the external os uten opens in the last four weeks of 

Cignancy that in most cases the internal os opens in the 
t week before birth." 

Db. Fabbe, in the Cydqicedia of Anatomy and Phv- 
siology, p. 646, in the article " Uterus," after stating the 
manner in which the cervix uteri expands, accordmg to the 
views of Desormeaui and others, remarks : — " At the end of 
pregnancy, that portion which projected into the fornix of 
the vagina, is now red^ieed nearly to the level of the vaginal 
vxiIU. But while it is true that a lessening of the projec- 
tion of the cervix takes place during pregnancy, I can 
hardly coincide in the explanation which is usually offered 
of this cucumstance, namely, that it is due to a gradual 
' drawing up' as it were of the cervix, by which its walls 
become adOed to those of the body of the uterus for the 

¥iirp08e of increasing the capacity of the uterine cavity, 
he true explanation of this, as it appears to me, is, that 
the apparent ahcrtening of the neck is caused not at first 
by any diminution of its actusl length, but by an increase 
of its breadth or its extension in the lateral direction, 
whereby the projection of the lips into the vagiua is re- 
duced U) the tmaUetl pOMiVU amirant." 

" When, therefore, the term shortening of the uterine neck 
is employed, it should be understood to imply that change 
wUch takes place from the hypertrophy and lateral exten- 
sion of the vaginal portion of the cervix, combined some- 
timea with a separation of the cervical walla from each 
other occasioned by the descent of the head of the child; 
the degree of the 4^^c'>t being regulated by the amount 
of yielding of the intemat os uteri." 

ScANZOKi, in speaking of the changes In the cervix 

uteri in primipaiie, says : — " At (he end of the sixth month 

the cervical canal dilates, the external orifice and the canal 

are opened, whilst the internal orifice la cb»ed and dilates 
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only at the last half of pregnancy." In mulliparte the sainB 
opinion as CazeauK. 

Krads sdopis the like views, and gives the seme plates 
of Desormeaux and Cazeaui. 

During a service of four consecutive months, in the 
Betlevue Hospiial, as well as in the Islttiid Hospilal, In 
ihe spring and summer of 1861, and also during o short 
service in the fall and winter, in the presence of the house 
st*ff. and several medical gentlemen and students, not 
less than upwards of one hundred and fifty patients 
have been examined hy the touch and speculum, at va- 
rious periods of gestation, from seven months to the full 
tjme, and during Uie first stage ol' labor in some of the pa- 
tients. Nearly all, however, wee the completion of preg- 
nancy. I am not aware tliat investigations relating to 
this subject at full term, and during the first stage of tabor, 
have been conducted in the like manner, but the touch has 
been solely relied upon. Dr. Duncan, who has wrilten an ex- 
cellent article, and published in the March number for 1859, 
p. 776, says, after recommending the investigator to 
measure th^ length of the cavity by introducing his finger 
through the external 03 uteri: — "I would especially insist on 
the value of examinations made immediately betbre labor, 
when the cervix is extremely softened and largely dilated." 
And at page 774, " In discussing this subject, 1 intentionally 
omit iho latter days of the ninth month of pregnancy, and 
diagiams of the cervix are made from the third in ihe eighth 
month." While a pupil of Cazeaux, in 1841, 1 became ac- 
quuDled with the views of Stoltz, modified in some mea- 
sure by CazeauK ; and after my return home, edited the 
work of Dr, Every Kennedy on obstetric auscultalton, 
where diagrams were introduced, showing how these 
changes of the cervix look place. Shortly after my service 
commenced, in 1851, in the Bellevae Hospital, my attention 
was especially called afresh to the subject, in a lemale dying 
in the first stage of labor from apoplexy, who was brought 
into the hospica) from the street ; and a second case in 1853, 
and another in 1854, at the same period. On po^t-mortem 
examination, no change was manifest of the supra or infra- 
vaginal portions, except in being softer and broader than 
natural. Just previous to presenting the subject belbre 
the Academy of Medicine in this city, in March, 1862, Prof 
C. R. Oilman gave rae a specimen taken from a fcmiile, who 
died in Ihe first stage of labor from placental apoplexy a 
few days before, where there was no change in the whole 
cervix, supra or infra-vagiual portion. Another specimen 
of my own was also presented to the Academy, showing 
bow soon the neck returns to its natural aize when there is 
no laceration of tlie os, taken from a patient who died in 
the Bellevue Hospital very, soon iifler the child waa bom, 
where the whole neck was as perfect as though no labor had 
occurred. 

Dr. Daltos (J.C), in the March No., 1860, of the New 
York Med'cal Journal, said at the Pathological Society : — 
" ilc Ciiuld aay very positively, froui hia own observations, 
that neither the os internum nor the os exteinum disap- 
pears at all, even up to tlie end of the ninth month ; and 
that he is very sure that he has seen both the os internum 
and the os ext>-raum clearly marked in a case that died 
during delivery." 

The e^caminations of the patients were rtiade by the touch, 
horizontal and dorsal position, and by various kinds of spe- 
cula — the glass black-coated speculum preferred — and the 
records taken by the house staS', and several of the cases 
were delivered the same day, or one or two or three days 
after; and in many instances the infra-vaginal portion of 
the cervix was longer instead of being shorter. 

To more fully comprehend and appreciate these inves^- 
gations, it would be well to enter somewhat into the 
details respecting the appearance of the cervix and os uteri 
in multiparseand primipurie. The appearance of the cervix 
uteri, inboththemultiparaandprimipttra,waabroader,softer, 
and in several instances longer than shorter, in comparison 
with the non pregnant uterus, examined at tlie satne time. 
7he measurementa of Farre, Dtige, and Tel peau differ only 



one-sixth of an inch in the whole cervix ; and the infra-va- 
ginal portion is stated at one-lhird to one-half an inch in the 
non-p regnant. Yet, in several cases, the meaaurement gave 
in these examinations one inch, usually three-quarter inch. 
The color, in the general run of cases, was of a light bluish 
red ; in some, quite dork-blue, in others very litUe change 
hod occurred, but sufficiently bo as to differ from a simple 
congested cervix uteri by disease. In several, the pbysio- 
logicJ changes of color were bo great, and the veins en- 
larged tosuch an exl«ntaa to become hicmorrhoidal ; and in 
three or four instances, at the commencement of labor dur- 
ing the expansion of the cervix uteri, they were laceratei^ 
and quite a hemorrhage ensued ; so much so, as to be mia- 
taken for a case of partial attachment of the placental. As 
a general rule, the vagina did not present that bluenesa 
spoken of by Kluge, Jacquimier, and Kilian, but the con- 
trast of the cervix uteri was distinctly marked In color, as 
well as the entrance of the vulva, whilst the vagina was but 
slightly tinged. The bluent-sa of the cervix uteri and the 
entrance to the vagina, was genenilly in Ihe same ratio aa 
the color of the areola. The ramollissement woe the cha- 
racteristic feature in nearly all of thecHseaexamined by iho 
touch, and in nearly all it was flill, soft, and compressible, 
like wet chamois leather : this, however, was not always the 
cafe, aa some did not present, even at the full term, this 
Eoftnes.", though the bluish color existed. Inraultipar(e,irtba 
08 uteri had been lacerated by previous delivery, the os was 
nsetulous and tlic cervical lips everted, showing the glandu- 
le nubothi ; and the same would exist in some of the cases 
in primiparre, where the cervix had been divided Ibrdysmen- 
orrhtea, or disease. The finger in these cases could be in- 
troduced to the full extent of the cervix, and the foetus felL 
But this was not attainable if the os uteri had not been 
lac rated or divided ; and this will explain why, according 
to Cazeaux, the neck is funnel-shaped in multipara;. In the 
priinipara, it wa^ seldom tlie finger could be introduced be- 
yond a quarter of an inch, generally only a mere dimple or 
depression was realized by llie touch, and the cervix pre- 
sented a conical form up to the time of labor ; but, being 
broader, longer, and softer than in the non-pregnant, the 
OS was generally round, though sometimes it was a trans- 
verse sht. 

In some of the cases of multiparte at the seventh month, 
the finger could be introduced to feel the child, through the 
membranes; the os seemed to be capable of being dilated a 
quarter to a half inch in diameter, though the neck waa 
not shortened. In the cases of the first stage of labor, 
the cervix, during an examination, would seem to be di- 
lated to the size of a quarter dollar during contraction ; but 
after the pain had cea<!ed, the neck would appear fully 
three-quarters of an inch in length, and nearly closed, 
as though no labor existed. In many of the cases a cer- 
vical leucorrhcea existed, and in some of the mullipane 
examined, after the ffnger had passed through the cer- 
vix, no discharge was perceptible, and, therefore, the cer- 
vical plug did not exist, as many suppose, up to the full term 
of gestation. When the position of the patient waa changed 
from the dorsal to the lateral, the neck was, to the touch, 
longer, and more fully developed through the speculum, thus 
verilying on this point the result of such a chunge, as is 
shown in one of the plates of W. Hunter. The wood cnli 
were made from drawings of the cervix uteri which were 
taken duringtbeexamtnalionsof the non-pregnant women, 
pregnant at full term, and first Stage of labor, by M. Kohler. 

CABES. 

I.— Primipara— aged 20. (Dr. Lyman's.) Areola 
scarcely marked, nine months gone. Head in the ci ' 



chamois leather — only a small dimple in phice of the o 
Examined June 26, confined July 1. 

II. — Primipara — aged 23. Areola not well marked, nine 
months gone, head presenting, vagina rugous, vaginal neck 
} inch in the vagina. Examined by the touch and mtfculum. 
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feebaotl, broad,finwT juBteogi^eawiih the 08. Examined 
June 26, confic«d Judb 3. ' 

III-— Primipara— aged 26. (Dr. Sear's.) Esamined 
by the touch snd speculmn. Oa vic^n size circular, J inch 
in length. Examined Auffust 17, confined August 21. 

IT.— Primipara— aged -2*. (Dr. Segnr's.) Speculum, 
neck J inub in Ilia vaeioa, og gmali, sod. Examined June 
26 and August 1, confined August 3. Onfined out of the 
hospital, and called oa me Sept. 3. 

v.— Multipara— aged 20. (Dr. Sepur'a) Second child, 
08 broad and patulous, neclc one inch long to the touch 
and sight, rugous; speculum, hMmorrboidal neck. Exa- 
mined Au^Ht IT, confined 21. 

VI. — Primipara. (Dr. Segur.) Eight months three 
weeks, cervix, vaginal portion, one inch long, full, soft, 
Blightlj patulous, and by speculum hsemorrhoidal. Exa- 
mined Aug. 17. confined 17. 

VII. — Multipara — aged 22. Second child, oervix, paginal 
portion 1 inch dighlly opened. Examined Aug. 17, confined 

VIII.— Multipara— aged 28, (Dr. Fernandez.) Fifth 
child. To the touch, neck broad, soft, one inch long in the 
T^na, by ^eculum the same in length. Examined Aug. 
1, confined Aug. 16. 

IX. — Primipara— aged 29. (Dr. Ljman.) Eight and a 
half months gone, neck one inch long, and one inch broad 
in the va^na, round and lull, os tines small, differing only 
from the virgin neck in aoftneaa and breadth. Examined 
Aug. 1, eonfined Aug. 17. 

^ i. — Primip.ira— aged 19. (Dr. Segur.) Last menstrua- 
tiiin Nov. 1860, bead preaenting, neck over one inch in 
length in the vagina, external os admitting the finger, neck 
firm as it approaches the body of the uterus. Esamined 
Aug. 27, confined SepL la 

XI —(Dr. Fisher.) Case at six and a half moDtha, pre- 
mature labor, symptomB of hxbor, liquor amnii not passed, 
to tlie touch 08 fully one inch broad, conical, os slightly 
opened, by speculum, neck fully one inch, membranen of a 
light ^e^n color, protruding through the os, confined next 
morning. 

XII.— Primipara— aged 34. (Dr. Fiaher's.) (Died with 
air in the heart) First stage of labor Dec. 29, some hm- 
morrhage, touch, cervix uteri J inch long, admiia the finger, 
depth of os 1| inch, speculum givea the same length J inch, 
08 round, conical, seen by several physicians— Dr. C. B. 
Smith and others. 



ASAtOltlCAL VIEWS O 



1. Sir C. Bill. — "I have not succeeded in discovering 
circular fibres in the os tincx corresponding in place and 
oCBce with the sphincters of the other hollow viscera." — Md. 
<7A. Tram., voL 4. 

2. Da. W. HtTHTBi. — "The cervix uteri, where the pen- 
niform rugs ore situated, liad not such reguhu" nor such 
large fasciculi as tlie rest of the uterus." 

3. Dr. MuRpaT. — " The existence of the circular fibres 
has not been proved." — LaAura an Parturition, p, 49. 

4. Crdveiuiier remarks: The neck of the uterus is com- 
posed entirely of circular fibres, which intersect each other at 
very acute angles. This opinion is corroborated byJosERT, 
who observes : That tlie uterine neck is formed by fibres 
which constitute semicircles, and decussate without niin- 
gling ; the semicircular arrangement is more evident in wo- 
men who have had children than others, and further adds: 
" That a superficial longitudinal layer on the posterior sur- 
face of the body passes into the posterior surface of the 

6. EoLUEtR, after describing three layers of muscular 
fibres, longitudinal and transverse, of the fundus and body, 
remarks: "Whilst at the thinner cervix transverse fibres, 
especialJv intermixed with isolated longitudinal ones, are 
met witn. In the neighborhood of the external os uteri, 
And in that part itself^ highly developed tninsveiee fibres 



lie immediately benealh tlie mucous membrane, and may 
be described as a sphincter uteri or occlusor of it." 

Dr. Fabrb, in Ihe Cyclopedia of Anatomy and Physio- 
logy, says: " The cervix cannot be «md to consist, like the 
body, of three coats, but consists of a muscular ana mucous 
coat only. On account of the large admixture of fibrous 
tissue with the muscular element here existing, this might 
with almost as much propriety he called the fibrous coat 
of the cervix. The large amount of white fibrous tissue 
and the density and compactness of the laminn here found 
around the cervical canal, give to clear sections of this part 
an appearance of circles concentrically arranged." 

This mi|,'ht be compared to the contractile fibrous tissue. 
which forms tlie dartos of the scrotum and the external 
tunic of the vagina, to both of which organs it gives an 
extraordinary amount of elasticity. 

Remarks. — It will be perceived, with these views of tlie 
anatomy of tlie cervix uteri, that the uterus is ranged in 
the same class as are the hollow muscular organs, whose 
structure is also regulated by tiie fundamental law of mus- 
cular intercrossing, and these intercrossiogs in the neok give 
rise to the peculiar practice which has been especially called 
arbor vils; and as Uiere are /our longitudinal folds or siriiB, 
e.ieh circle belonging to this set is composed of four sequelre 
uniled on the mesial line, two anteriorly and posteriorly, and 
at the Mdes, and we have no difficulty in reco^ising these 
circatarfhrrt, rir penniform fibres, rendered horizontal by the 
expan«on of the neck. It has been well observed by Kol- 
liker, that, " The cervix and the os uteri are at rest during 
the active state of parturition, whilst tlie fiindus and body con- 
tract, contractions of the former parts, and of the vagina, not 
ensuing till subsequently ;" and thus " the uterus, as respects 
the disptositJon of its musculm- element and its movements 
with other organs, never affords so apt a comparison a« the 
bladder, in which the musoular tissue is arranged essentially 
the same way, as a phyftiological antagonism exists between 
the superior and inierior portions." Toslrengthen this view, 
we have the remarks of Toild and Bowman, in the Cyo'o- 
piediaof Aoalomj and Physiology —" On the Action of 
Sphincters, voL i., p. 191. "Now their mass (the (pAtne- 
ttn), and their contractility is superior to that of the walls 
of the cavity, oonsequently their passive coatractility en- 
dures while that of the parts nbcve ia being gradually 
mastered by the accumulation of the qontents (Beces, or 
urine), and when the excretions at length excite con- 
tractions in the walls of the cavity cOnlftining tbem, this 
overcomes the passive contractions of the spliinctere, and 
evacuation occuis." And I would add as a still further 
and perfect illustration in these cases, the anus of the hurae. 
as it exemplifies more clearly the manner of the gradual 
expansion of (he cervix and the parage of the chil<f .< head 
through it into the vagina, and thence its exit, resuming 
its natural form, though modified in sIructuresooD afler the 
evacuation or delivery has occurred. 

Propositioh 1.— That the cervix uteri, supra and infra- 
vagina! portion, does not unfold or lose itKelf during gesia- 



locquo, Gooch, Dewees, Meigs, Montgomery, Bedford, and 
others, believe. 

2- — That the cervix ut^ri is not lost or merged into the 
varina, by dilatitig from below upwards, md becomes 
obtkerated at eight to eight and a half months, as Stollz. 
Chailly, and others believe, but rtmune of its natural 
length, and is sometimes longer. ■ 

3-— That the whole cervix uteri, 'si^ra and TS^nil por- 
tion, remains intact up to the fijil term d pregnancy, »nd 
sometimes during the first stage of Mbor. 

4. — That the ahortening, as it Ts^rmed, ii ertly appa- 
rent to the touch, consequent upon (h* ra^oll|ssement and 
physlologioal hypertrophy that take mate du^Qg gestation, 
the cellalar tissue becoming infiltrated by the changes in- 
cident to pregnancy, and hence its breadth is greater than 
natural and soAer. 

In multipane, where laceration of tb,eos. uteri bu Ukeo 
Lg-,zoc'D,COOl^IC 
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place, on oae or both sidea. Mid the glaads were also dia- 
Mwd, the labia are everted uid the oa patulous, the same 
u is noticed in many cases of cervical leucorrbceo, and 
hence, die finger can be introduced At the seventh, eighth, 
or ninth month, to the internal oa, and touch the mem- 
branes of the chill), and should tbe cervix have undergone 
a more perfect softening, the os and cervix may be dilated 
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a half to three-fourths of an inch in diameter, though the 
whole cervix remains, supra and iufra-vaginal portion. 

5. — That in primipane, the finger cannot be introdoced 
into the extern^ os uteri; but in ver^ exceptional eases, it 
may reach half way through the cervix. 

6. — That the external os is always felt first, and not, as 
some have supposed, the internal oa. 

7. — That die secretion of tbe cervix uteri, which fbrmi 
the so-called plug, does not remain to the fiill term, but is 
changeable from time to time. 

8.— That the more perfect the softening the shorter the 
labor. 

9. — That when labor sets in, especially in a primipara, 
tlie cervix (even if obliterated, and the os the aize of a 
five-cent piece)_ can be clearly defined from the body, by 
the difference it presents to the touch of the thick, round, 
and soft portion ot the body, and the tense thin membran- 
ous neck, and oa. 

10. — That after labor in primipara, if tbe neck has not 
been lacerated, the cervix uteri vrill return, supra and 
infhi-vagina] portion, to its natural length very Boon, 
though it is patulous and soft 

11. — That these propositions are also corroborated by 
cases where the complete separation of the vaginal portion 
of the cervix has occurred, and which could not have taken 
place if tie neck was fully obliterated at term (case in 
Bellevue Hospital), also in cases of excessive oedema of the 
cervix, where the neck is one and a half to two inches in 
length. 

12. — That from the investigations made during life, at 
various periods of pregnancy, at tbil term, and during the 
first stage of labor, ana on post-mortem examinations, the 
cervix uteri does not undergo snj shortening or eipanaion 
of the Bupra or infra-vagind^ portion, but retains its whole 
length, and only becomes expanded or dilated at the com- 
mencement of labor, the cervix serving aa an inlennediate 
channel, or canal, between the body of the uterus and 
the vagina; this dilatation is efiected through the com- 
bined operation of the softened condition of tke neck, and 
by the pressure of the liquor amnii and the descent of the 
child's head or body, the internal 08 being the first to jrfeld. 
The expansion thus beginning slowly, lends downwards 
towards the external oa, and then the walls of the cervix 
are gradually expanded and unfolded for the passage or 
exit of the child ; no better or more peif^ iUustration 
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CM) be adduoed, than the gradual expansion of tlie horse's 
anus during ko eFacuatJon, and its cuntraction after an eva- 
cuation occurs. Some of the cues of labor in the hospital 
have illustrated the same facta ; during (he first stage of cou- 
finement, while the membraaeg have been protruded 
tbrongb the os tinoe, only a half inch in diameter, the child 
has been delivered soon after. 



A- CASE OF 

SCOOPING A PORTION OF THE TIBIA, 

FOR DISEABE or IWENTT-rOnn TTABS' STAMDINO, 

OPERATIOK ; CORE. 
Bt E. S. cooper, a M., M.D., 

C>9E.— J. 8., Et. 29, was attacked with disease of the 
tibia at the age of 6ve years, in consequence of a slight 
bruise resulting in i n fie m mat ion, which lasted for some time. 
Several Bmall pieces of bone were lost at different times, 
after each of which the patient would generally im-- 
prove to such an extent as to consider himself entirely 
welt, and would remain so for a year or twa His attack 
of inflammation, by wbich he wasted to consult me, occur- 
red about four weekasince, during which time he has suffer- 
ed much, and is now so tame as to be bardly able to walk at 
alt. There are two serious openings leading from tlie 
surface to the diseased libia.the centre of which can be pene- 
trated Willi a probe readily and carious bone lelL There are 
several cicatrices at different points over the tibia, at which 
eztbliated bone had formerly been discharged. An abscess 
of bone was discovered, though it wtis imposBible to ascer- 
tain whether or not it extended into the knee-joint. The 
mouths of the two sinous openings leading into the bone 
were directly over the lower part of the joint, but they 
both coursed obliquely downwards. 

Operation. — The patient being placed upon his back upon 
a table, and chloroform adm in i Entered, an inciuon five inches 
long was made, commencing at the lower edge of the patella 
and continuing down the spine of the tibia directly to the 
bone. A transverse indsion of one and a half inehea was 
then made over the tuberoaity of the tilna, alter which the 
(iiisel was taken, and the sod parts removed from tliefront 
of the bone, and both ita sides. This brought in view an 
excavation in the interior part of ibe tibia fiUed with adven- 
titious, soft substance, which on being scooi'ed out gave 
vent to a small amount of purulent matter, and displayed 
a em»il cavity in the bone lined by a thick pyogenic mem- 

In diasecting this away, a Bmall amount of pns was seen 
issuing from the parts below, when, on examination, a large 
abscess was found in Ibe bone whence the matter was dis- 
charged. The anttrior wall of this was bored through, 
when a considerable quantity more of pus escaped. The 
cavity of the abscess was now found to be about two-thirds 
.the size of a ben's egg, and containing a large mass of py- 
ogenic membrane in numerous folds. This was caretiilly 
removed, and the surface of the bony wall of the abscess 
cleared of all soft substance, when the operation was con- 
cluded. 

/)r«winf.— The wound was dressed br applying a piece 
of hnt in it, filling fully the abscess in the bone. A roller 
was iheo applied over the limb as tightly as the patient 
could conveniently bear, commencing at tlie toes and con- 
tinuing to the upper third oftbe tliigli. The lint and roller 
were wet in an evaporating lotion, when Gi-st used, and 
every hour or two after that for several days. During this 
period, all the secretions were carefully watched, ana the 
patient occasionally look a dose of morphine, when in pain. 

Sept 7. — The patient has suffered httle or no pain since 
the operation, and is in every respect doing well 
*^i>e MokOu after the Operation. — Is walking almost as 
well as ever, though the wuund is not entirely healed. In 
similar cases, I have ocosHonally ewo the wr&ce of the 
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sore made by scooping of bone remain rs 
three year?, the cavity in the bone, during this time, slow- 
ly but constintly filtinp up oesific deposit This cordilion 
sometimes remains long Bl\eT the usefulness of the Umb has 
been restored, the rawness of (he surface causing no parti- 
cuUr inconvenience to the patient. 



SUDDEN DEATH FROM CORROSIVE SUBLI- 

MATK 

Br JT;0. G. BIGHAM, M.D., 



Os the 25th day of May, 1862, I was summoned to see a 
child aged 18 months, which was supposed to have svral- 
lowed poison. The messenger reported that the child had 
taken som<>thing from a vial, and had immediately begun to 
scream violently and seemed to he suBering the greatest 
agony. He had brought the vial, still containing a small 
quantity of (he iioison, with him. Learning nothing from 
its color or smell, I wet the cork with it and touched it to 
my tongue ; it produced a burning pain and corroded the 
mucous membrane, leaving a white spoL In a moment I 
could plainly perceive the acrid metallic taste characteristic 
of the bichloride of mercury, and I expressed the belief 
that it was an alcoholic solution of corrosive sublimate. 
The house was only a few doors distant, and I was there 
minutes after the occurrence of (he accident A 



liberal dose of sulph, zinc and ipecac was given in wavi 
water as promptly as possible, wnile a raw eeg was being 
Itesten up with a small quaritity of flour. The child was 
evidently suffering (he most excruciating pain. The face 
was flushed, the eyes protruded, the tongue was frequently 
thrust out, and the cheat often violently expanded. There 
was severe retching, and the head was thrown back and 
tossed from side to side. A white streak extended from 
the angle of the mouih to the lower edgtfof the jaw on 
one side, and the dorsum of the tengue and the throat 
were also corroded. Nu considerable amount of the emul- 
eiaa of egg could be conveniently given, and the child 
was so rapidly sinking, that it was not thought prudent to 
persist, in attempls to adminiser the antidote. 

The child was in vigoious health at the time of taking 
the poison, and it was dead in less than twenty minutes 
afterwards. There was no convulsive action whatever; 
during the last few moments (he Httle sufferer seemed to 
have become insensible to pain, and gradually sank away 
in its mother's arms. In order to de6nitely decide ibe cha- 
racter of the poison, I put ten drops of it into fl. j Ij. of 
pure water and added a small quantity of solution of hydri- 
odate of pot., when a bright red precipitate was thrown 
down, I then shook up tlie mixture and poured ^Mut the 
half of it into a clean vial, and added an excess of the 
solution of hydriodate pot, when the red precipitate (of 
biniodide of ipercury) dii'appeared. To five drops of the 
poisonous solution, diluted in fl. 3 j. of water, [ added a 
few drops aqu» ammon., when a white precipitate was 
thrown down. To five drops of the poison in question, 
diluted in fl. I ss. of water, a few drops of lime-water were 
added, when a brick-red-colored precipitate was thrown 
down I upon adding an excess of lime-water^ and rhakirg 
the mixture, ayellow precipitate was presented. The gold- 
test did not prove satisTactory. 

I have not any doubt but that corrosive sublimate killed 
the child, and since the death was more sudden than in 
any case I have ever seen recorded, I have thought it pro- 
per to submit the foregoing statement 1 am sorry there 
were no means of ascertaining the exact quantity of the 
bichloride the child swallowed. 
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Tbat Yenered diseases are (Theater evila than prostitution 
itself, no one will deny, neither is it requisite to prove 
that every one is more or iesa interested in the subject ; 
the t*int is to be seen every hour of the day, amon^ all 
clasaea of society, and eveij parent in the land must teel a 
pang of anxiety for tlie salety of his offspring. 

As syphilis end kipdred diseases are never contracted 
spontaneously, but are always the result of impure com- 
munication, it seems to follow Ihat it is within the range 
of human sgency greatly t« mitigale, if not entirely to era- 
dicate it 

Leaving the question of prostitution, in its moral aspect, 
to the philanthropists and moralists of the agf, our busi- 
ness is solely wiui the naked results everywhere discerni- 
ble — Bvpbilis and its kindred diseases, and efforts directed 
towaros its abolition or mitigatioa 

While we consider tJie victims to the disease fit sub- 
jects of commiseration and professional care, we hold that 
to communicate it knowiDgly, is criminal. Guiding our 
ulions in our intercourse with those afflicted by kindness ' 
and sympathy, while we offer them every inducemcut 
to lubmiC to opportunities for a rapid and effectual cure, 
we deem it necessary that stringent measures should he 
enforced to prevent and diBCOuntenance the spread of the 
disease. 

For these objects an association has been fonned in this 
city under the temporary name of " The Samaritan Asso- 
ciation for Ih^uppresaioD of Venereal Diseases." We start 
on the fundamental points here laid down, and are now 
discossing the merits and demerits of vsrious plans of ope- 

We do not seek Tor a license system similar to the 
French, nor a system of aufiVance and police restrictions 
like the Oeiman. A plan based upon the new Hamburg 
system, namely that of an association of physicians, ap- 
pointing district surgeons, to examine prostitutes and give 
certificates if healthy, warn the public against all such not 
poaaesaed of certificates, calling on those suffering from 
these diseases to coroe and be treated, and charging thoae 
served a moderate fee to support ilie enterprise, was the 
one at first proposed. Upon a closer examinatioD, how- 
ever, it was found that the plan would not meet with the 
success in practice, in thii city, which in theory it appears 
to promise. The greatest objections are that it would be 
Tirtoally supporting the entreprise by the wages of har- 
lotry and sin, be cried down by the coromuiiy.y as a money- 
making concern, fail in rescbitig the masses *f those whom 
we wont to get at, give rise to many, perhaps greater, evils 
and abuses, and was generally found impracticable. 

Although our city, in its vices and olemishes, may in 
some respects assimilate to European cities, it is in many 
respects different from them, and moat essentially so in its 
"soci^ evil." AU are independent here, feel and act so, 
but none more so than the lower classes, and particulsriy 
Ihat class whom any effort of this kind must reach. They 
will not bear arbitrary or what they will call despotio treat- 
ment ; they must be made to feel that our efforts are not 
made with meroenary motives nor in a spirit of persecution j 
that we deem it a lovor more than a duty, if they will 
assist us in carrying out our enterprise for the good of 
the community. 

Hence it tbllows that our service to them must be 



project no matwr how philanthropic, rely with confidence 
upon » discerning ana liberal commonit; with ii de<^ 



interest in the matter to make auch pecuniary provisions 
as the wants of the enterprise may require. 

When we conwder the expense which the effects of 
the social evil entail upon the commimity, which by one 
estimate I have seen, and beUeve (o be far under the 
right figure, is set down at over two hundred thousand 
dollars a year, I think the wisdom of obtaining a remedy 
far more efficacious at about five thousand doOars, which 
would amply cover the first year's expenses of this enter- 
prise, will at once be perceived and acknowledged. 

For the reasons already given our plan must be a dif- 
ferent one from all others, and it would therefore be 
taking up useful time in vain to review the different 
European systems ; besides, any one interested and anziona 
to understand them, will find them in full, with com- 
ment, in "Dr. Sanger's History of Prostitution," and bUU 
more at length in "Pappenheim's Medical Police." 

I will then give only an outline of our plan. We pro- 
pose to appoint district surgeons, to act for and on the 
responsibility of the Association either at different offices, 
at one ceotr^ office, at the different dispensaries, or some 
other places in Ibis city, during certain hours of the day, 
prolessionally to attend all that will come to them or 
send for them, to examine prostitutes and furnish snoh 
as are healthy with certificates to that effect, to take 
measures fuliy to warn the public and particularly stran- 
gers against those without such certificates. All this to 
be done gratuitously, leaving room for various improve- 
ments in details of operation, and for the establishment 
of a venereal dispensary, or Locke hospital, etc., but always 
keeping in view the fact that venereal diseases can and 
must be mitigated, if not eradicated, and that is the pri- 
mary object of the enterprise. 

It may not be amiss here to add as another matter 
of sanitary importance, that yet another advantage would 
be gained by sucli a system. You are all aware of the 
many impostors and quacks whom the numerous news- 
paper advertisements, and the many flaring and often 
obscure bills, which every available spot in the street* is 
plastered over with, show that our city is infected with. 
Stimulated by avarice these fellows sit in their dens like a 
spider in his comer, awoiting their victims whom their 
puffs attract and whose steps to destruction art accelerated 
by fear of exposure, and fear for their health, which al«o 
blinds them, and prevents their seeing that tliey had better * 
resort to their truwy family physicion, where they would 
be safer. It is in venereal diseases principally that these 
fellows dabble, and it 'is to their ignorance we owe the 
many evil effects of venereal diseases, the boundary be- 
tween which and other consequent diseases no man can 
define. They rob the pocket and iryure the constitution of 
their poor victims, leaving them, as a general thin^, muiii 
worse than when they first see them. Their occupation will 
be gone, and one nefarious traffic wijl have ceased. 



Prof. Ahdhkws, writing to the Chieago Medkal Exami- 
ner, from the battle-field at Pittsburgh Lending, says:— 
" The Bureeons showed commendable courage, and, indeed, 
seem to have exposed their hves unjustifiably, in some 
cases. One surgeon, whose name I cannot learn, was 
killed, and six or Peven were wounded. Among the latter, 
was Dr. Frank Eeilly, the junior editor of your Journal. 
He was shot in the leg, fracturing the fibula. While attend- 
ing to the wounded of the Illinois Lead Mine Regiment, as 
assistant-surgeon. His wound disabled h'm from field sef 
vice, and ueceaiitsted sending him home for recovery. Dr. 
Roskotten, of Peoria, was mjured. His horse was shot 
under him, and tailing on his leg, disabled him from Geld 
service He went on board a hospital steamer, and ren- 
dered valuable service among the wounded there." 

" StnciDS ™ Franci. — A curious oalculation respecting 
suicides in France has just been published. It shows tltal 
the number of suicides committed in France since the be- 
ginning of the |H«acBt century ia not lev than 300,000." 

Digmzea oy VjOOQ IC 
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NEW TORK ACADEMY OP MEDICINK 

Suin Huiwe, April t, 1B41. 
DB-JAirea ANDEftSOK, FKEBIDEHT, in THE CHAIR. 

DiscrgsioH or br. bws'b papbr os TACisintcs. 
Dr. a it I H. Stivehs, ia repwrking upon the paper, said : 
" I once liod » case of this kind. A lady in consuUing mo 
told me itiAt she suffered intolerable agony at every ap- 
proftch of her husband. I asked tot an examination, and 
discovered the eiiatence of a small irritable tumor along- 
side ihe meatus urinariua. The question has been with mc, 
whether Ihe diseaee is not the result of a natural exaggera- 
tion of those feelings in females which learfi them to dread 
the first approaches of the male ; whether, if the natural 
means were resorted to — the husband persisting and the 
wife submitting — Ihe whole trouble would not be at an 
end." 

Dr. Gribcom asked, if, under such circumstances, it would 
be always necesaary to commence the treatment by the 
administration of anssthetics? 

Dr. Post su^ested the use of the Greek name for va- 
gina (xA'Os), *a the term used by Dr. Sims had a Latin 
termination. 

Dh. Pe^bixe. — Mr. President, I fed for one under very 
great obligations to Dr. Sims for giving to this disease a 
distinctive name, and I thiitk the whole profession, so far 
as they are acquainted with the disease, will feel ^ similar 
obligation. In regard to the use of precise terms employed 
by Dr. Sims, I think tbe termination indicates lie nature of 
the disease. In regard to the recommendation of the last 
speaker (Dr. S.), I think that many a woman who has suf- 
fered as in tbe first case related would rather die than have 
a continuance of the paia. The first case that came under 
my notice was recoguiaed by mere chance, and occurred 
Bome ten years since in a lady who had been married ele- 
ven months. In that instance the husband was Dot wanting 
in efforts OD his part, neither was the wife wantingin patience 
wid endurance on hers — the se*ual act, however, was never 
accomplished. I was applied to for advice, and found the 
lady in (he condition of a '' nervous wreck," as Di'. Sims 
styled it. On examination, I found what I supposed to be 
ft partial occlusion of the vagina by the hymen, and I ac- 
oordingly proposed an operation for a division of the mem- 
brane. It was about the time when ether was commenc- 
ing M> be used for sntesthetic purposes, and the sensitive- 
ness of tiiG parts was so great, that I remarked that I could 
not perfora such an operation without first inducing insen- 
sibility. I gave the ether, and to my astonishment found 
thai it was very easy to introduce the finger into the 
va^na, the former resistance to such an endeavor being 
now removed. I hence referred the difficulty to spasm of 
the vagina which was confined to the sphincter muscle. I 
made use of unguents, among which was one composed 
principally of extract of belladonna, 'whiiih seemed to re- 
lieve the sufferings to that degree thst the sexual act was 
accomplished after a time. The patient resided in tlie State, 
of Maine, was under treatment but a short time, and I have 
not heard anything from her since. Within about five 
years after I saw another case precisely similar in charac- 
ter, though with less severe symptoms. I may here re- 
tnark, that I believe cases may be met in which there is 
every gradation, from tbe severity of the symptoms In Dr. 
Sims's first case, down to those in which but slight hin- 
drances to sexual intercourse exist The case I now refer 
to was a lady who never bad children, who had been mar- 
ried a period of ten years, who had frequently suffered from 
sexu^ intercourse, but who some months previous bad 
found the accomphshment of the act impoosible without the 
greatest agony. In that instance, by using an ointment 
composed of two grains of atropine to J j. of lard, I suc- 



ceeded in overcoming the Bpai>m in about a fortnight She 
remained well for two years, when I was again appHed to, 
and the same treatment was available. I have seen quite 
a number of cases of Vaginismus, and I have been able to 
relieve all thus far, with the exception of my first case, 
which I bad in charge only a short time. The ointment 
which I have generally used has been composed of atro- 
pine and lard in the proportions mentioned. I of course 
did not limit myself to the exclusive use of this remedy, 
but also employed mucilaginous injections, or injections 
containing exlnict of hyosciamus. As soon as the disposi- 
tion to contraction is overcome to that extent as to make 
it allowable, I make use of a smaU-sJEed dilator. I bav« 
seen a case of vaginismus within the last fortnight — a lady 
*ad been married seven jeare, but had enjoyed sexual in- 
tercourfe only about^wice. It is possible now to inl^-o- 
duce the index finger into the vagina, and in this ir 
as in all the cases which I have seen, there is the et 
tenderness of the Hymen, or carunculie myrtiformes, as de- 
Hcribed by tlie author of the paper. In conclusion, Dr. P. 
asked concerning the extent of the incistons made by Dr. 

■Dr. Sims, — The incisions I make are more in the form 

of a Y than anything else. I commence Brat on the right 

of the middle hne, about half an inch above the margin of 

the sphincter muscle. The sphincter muscle is about half 

inch across, and l>om its edge down to the outlet of the 



lerineal opening where the skin becomes r 
irane, is very nearly an inch 

meet Just below (he lower edge of the ^hincter 



very nearly an inch in most women. My ioci- 



lUKcIe, and become one incision down to the outer edge of 
the skin. It) regiird to the composition of the term v^- 
nismus, I think tliere are very many comprehenmve words 
used in medicine which are made up of a mixture of Latin 
and Greek. However, I care very little by what precise 
name tlie disease is called ; only it strikes me that the term 
is a comprehensive one, and that every physician who is 
not a good classic scholar will not be under rtie necessity of 
looking up the meaning of it in his Lexicon. In regard to 
the application of belladonna — one of my patients bad'bsed 
the OLntment for years withont any good effect, and the 
case now under my care, upon which I have not yet ope- 
rated, has also proved the inefficiency of the renjedy. The 
operation which I propose cures the disease, but the use of 
the dilator makes ilie cure permanent. 

Dr. Peaslee asked if Dr. Sims cut entirely through the 
imhincler in each case. Dr. Sims. — I wmplv cut through 
tne mucous surfuoe, dividing the nerves of the part: I do 
not now consider it necessary to divide the sphincter. I 
remember the case of a lady married six years. Sexual 
irae was had, buther sufferinp afterwards were so 
that she oould hardly sit still. In her case, I re- 



but although the outlet was clear of thickened membrane, 
sexual intercourse was just as painful as before. Even the 
mere touch of a camel's hair pencil was snf&cient to give 
rise to a good deal of suffering. On examination, I found 
at the orifice of the vaginal outlet a email portion of mem- 
brane, about the size of a grain of wheat, which was ex- 
tremely seDBitive, This being seized witJi a forceps uid 
removed, all trouble was at an end, and sexual intercourse 
was unattended with any pain. Dr. Clark examined by 
(he microscope many of the membranes removedj and I 
regret very much that be is not pre«eat to give their com- 

Dr. PARKra.— Mr, President, the paper read by Dr. Sims 
is a valuable one, aiid while it doubtless will be productive 
of much good to those females whose sufferings demand 
relief by the knife, I fear that the operation will be resorted 
to too often. Wo are too apt to run wild on everytMng 
that is new, and if the operation become fashionable, I 
tremble for the poor females, who are to be the only suffer- 
ers from it Some of tbe cases termed vaginismus, I am 
convinced cannot be cured without the knife, but I am 
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equaUy well conviDC«d that there are other cases vr^ich can 
be remedied by milder meaaa. I am glad that Dr. Sime 
made the sUUmeDt that it was onlj' necessary in operating 
to divide the mucous membrane, otherwiee he might have 
been understood aa advocating the entire section of tbe 
qibiDcler. Some of the cases are doubtless due to a state 
of hjpertesthssia of the orifice of tbe vagina ; hut copula- 
tion may be rendered painful, and Bexuol intercourse may 
be impossible, simply on account of the existence of the 
painful tubercle alotigaide the urethra, I have seen a case 
which illustrated that point, where the mere removal of tlie 
growth, which was not much larger than a flareeed, was 
attended with perfect relief. Permit me to draw an ana- 
logy between some canes of vaginismua and some diseases 
of tbe rectum and urethra. In examining the rectum, w* 
often find it difficult to get in the finger, in consequence of 
the irritation of the part; especially is this the case when 
fissure of the anus is present, or when an irritable tumor or 
ulcer exists near the verge of the oriOve. In these latter 
iostances, tbe hyperteathesia is secondary. A simple inci- 
aion through the mucous membrane is generally suflicient 
to cure tlie case. We often too succeed in these cases 
without any operation, by wmply introducing a spermaceti 
oandle, smeared with some anodyne ointment, into the 
rectum at bedtime, allgwing it to remain in that situation a 
little time. By the use of this instrument the fissure vrill 
frequently heal up, and the irritability of tlie sphincter, 
upon which it depend^ entirely disappear. We otlen see 
tjie beneficial results of allowing a bougie to remain some 
little time in an instable urethra. Hbw ofWn has a patient 
been relieved by these means alone I 

Now the question suggests itself to me whether this 
same general principle cannot be applied to many cases of 
vaginismus, by the use of some ot the vaginal pessaries 
exhibited by Dr. Sims; first etherising the patient, and 
then allowing them to remain for some time in contact 
with the over-sensitive membrane. 

Dr. Pxaslre remarked' that there were two classes of 
disease of the recbim — one where the spasmodic contraction 
and hyperaesthesia were due to some disease at or in the 
neighborbood of the sphincter, and tbe other where the 
over-sensitiveness was, so to speak, idiopathic. The same 
was the case with the vagina. He had seen cases where 
diaeaA of tJie os and the small painful tumors gave rise to 
vaginismus, but that was altogether of a different character 
from the true vaginismus, as described by Dr. Sims, where 
no such relation of cause to effect could be made ouL He 
thought it was the duty of every one wbo had a case, to 
decide whether or not the vaginiaoius was dependent upon 
a sympathetic relation with any disease of the generative 
organs, and if no such relation could be made out to exist, 
the operation was caJted for as the remedy. 

Dr. 3. P. Whtte remarked, that he had seen a case of 
vaginismus in East 23d street, wliich was caused by an 
imtt^le excrescence just within the orifice of the urethra. 
The urethra and vagina were so exceedingly sensitive (hat 
the patient would recoil and scream upon ilie approach of 
my Land for an examination. 

Dr. A. C. Post being called in conaultalion administered 
ether, and I snipped off the excrescence with a pair of 
aciasots, following the excision with the application of 
lunar caustic. The spasmodic constriction of' the vagina, 
however, did not yield until an ointment was used com- 
posed of atropine and aconitine; the acrid urine was 
diluted with alkalies and mucilaginous drinks; the nervous 
hysterical condition was relieved by anti-nervines; and the 
patient became pregnant. In the course of a few niontlis 
she gave birth toBplump boy, andhasiyst complained since. 

Vi ith respect to spasmodic constriction of the rectum, 
I have seen it caused by a small irritable ulcer on its edge, 
opposite the termination of the os coccygis, and wixidi was 
■ooQ reUeved by tbe application of caustic potash. 



Db. Srom, of New Orleans, has been arrested by Qen. 
Butler, and confined, heavily ironed, in Fort Jackson. 
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VENTILATION OP THE SENATE CHAMBER. 
ScNATOR Halb has introduced into the Senate of the United 
States the following resolution :— 

"That a committee of three be appointed by the chair, 
whose duty it shall be to inquire and report to the Senate 
whether some plan may not be adopted for the ventilation 
of the Chamber in its present location, or by a reconstruc- 
tion of the Chamber, by removing the same to the outer 
walls of the building, so as to render the same more con- 
ducive to the health and comfort of those who are required 
to occupy the same." 

In explanation of the resolution, the Sikator remarked 
that tlie present system of ventilation of the Chamber was 
the worst that human ingenuity could devise ; the air which 
they breathed was pumped up from a damp and unwhole- 
some place below the surface of the ground, Bn4 the ceil- 
ing was so constructed as to concentrate the rays of the 
sun upon their heads, giving to the Chamber the character 
of a hothouse for raising exotic plants. 

As a people, we care little about the ventilation of our 
private residences, and much less about tbe ventilation of 
public edifices. The main object sought is to render a 
building warm in winter on the most economical principles ; 
and, in general, the means by which tliis end is attained 
are as rude as tbose employed by the savage. The air of 
the best apartments (^ private residences is, in geuenl, 
vitiated, and its sleeping rooms are offensive to the new 
lodger. In our churches we are carelbl to provide reclin- 
ing, Boflly cushioned Eeats, where we may enjoy the full 
influence of the soporific atmosphere of the building. Our 
school-houses are the nurseries of depraved constitutions, 
and, in consequence, of a degenerate race. In our courts of 
law, justice is oflen stifled by (he foul emanations of the 
unwashed crowd, and, forgetful, inclines her balance. Even 
the anomalous spectacle is often witnessed of medical men 
and sanitarians sitting, in grave debato on the sources of 
human ills, in rooms fi'agrant with tbe aroma of their metb- 
cated breath and clothing. 

We rejoice that the ventilation of public buildings is 
beginning to attract attention in this country, and that in 
high places. Our extreme folly in neglecting this most im- 
portant branch of sAntiGc architecture, is illustrated on a 
.magnificent scale -at the National Capitol, and it is here 
that the reform should commence and pervade all ranks of 
society. Al an enormous expense, Government has ex- 
tended the wings of tbe old C^itol, and constructed new 
halls, for the accommodation of the Representatives. No 
expense or pains has been spared to give it architectual 
beauty and complel^nesa, and render it worthy of a great 
nation. Contemplated in the distance as it rears its mas- 
sive and yet graceful proportions above all surrounding 
objects, and forming a pleasing object on which the eye 
rests as it sweeps over the broad vaQey of tbe Potomac, 
the National Ci^itol inqiires the American citiien, at his 
first ^iproach, with patriotic pride But what is his dteap- 
Lg-,zocD,CjOO>^IC 
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pomtment nhen he enters its htJIs, (o Snd th&t utility baa 
beeD sKrificed to mi obEolete ityle of architecture, ud tlint 
the only American idea fully realised is s total disregard of 
TontilatioD. The first month's session proved that the 
building was almost untenantable, and that before the build- 
ing was completed the work of reconstruction must be 
commenced. 

Sbnatob Halb has entered upon this inquiry with, ap- 
parently, a full ^ipreoiation of its importance, and a deter- 
mination to 6ad a remedy. We beg to make a few sug- 
gestions to the Committee which may facilitate their in- 
vestigationa, and lead to practical results. 

This b not the first time that a National Capitol building 
has been reconstructed for the simple purpose of improv- 
ing its TenlilatioD. The old Pu'liament building was so 
deficient in ventilation, that an eminent writer of the time 
states that he would not endure the smothering to which 
members were subjected for any consideration. No real 
improvement, however, was made until Dm, Datid B. 
Beid, of Edinburgh, now of this country, developed his 
system of vendktion, based on the laws of physics, and 
practically demonslJ^ted its utility in a lai^ school-room, 

I^B. RnD was invited to apply his method in the House 
of Commons. Of the special plans employed we will only 
Btabe that the Iresh air waa derived, as far as possible, from 
uncentsminated sources; it was washed, screened, aud 
treated with chemicals, when loaded with noxious emana- 
tioiia, or soot; the drains and sewera in the vicinity were 
deprived of ofiensive gases and v^ors; the ground in the 
vicinity exhalmg ofiensive smells was deodorized with 
chemicals; the temperature, moisture, and movement of 
the air in the House were adapted to the weather, and 
attendance, by a power littA could give one foot or fifly 
thousand cubic feet, or any intermediate proportion of ur, 
at pleasure, in a minute according to necessity; the air 
vitiated in the lower part of the House did not ascend and 
contaminate the galleries, or vice vtrtd, the supply to each 
being separate ; the products of respiration, and of the com- 
bustion of lamps and candles, were all removed at once and 
not permitted to return. During the fifteen years that this 
system was in operation — 1836-51 — the windows were 
not opened on a sin^e occasion. 

Of 1^ success of Dr. Beid's plans of ventilation we have 
tlie most satiafiu-.tery evidence. Loan SnnLST said : — 
'The ventilatjon of the House of Commons was complete 
and perfect — and the first plan of systematic ventilation 
ever carried out in this or any other country." " To the 
skin, eeal, and determination of Dr. Beid, it is owing that 
the members of the House of Commons can now pursue 
their senatorial duties without a sacrifice of their health or 
comforL" Sir B. Hawib said: — " Tou have ftcUitated 
public business, and prolonged the lives of public men." 
Sir Jakes Clarke slated that " Dr. Beid's success in the 
Houses of Parliament, and similar efibrls in the same direc- 
tion, would do more U> improve the public health than 
any measure with which he was acquainted." Dr. Neil 
Arsott, in his evidence before the House of Commons' 
Committee, said: — "TTntil the late Honse of Commons 
existed ta ventibted by Dr. Ebid, there was never in the 
worid a room in which five hundred persons or more oonld 
dt for ten hours in the day, and day. after day, for long 
periods, not only with perfect security to health, but with 
singular comfort." 

We call the attention of the Committee to these &cts. 
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for the purpose of showing tiat the ventilation of public 
Assembly buildings is no longer a matter of mere coqjeo- 
ture, but is redooed to a system as perfect and practicable 
as can be attained by the study of the laws of the physi- 
cal sciences. Nor dionld they look to architects and 
mechanics for a correct knowledge of ventilation; it takes 
rank among a higher class of atndies, being practically 
understood only by the student of the chemico-phyMci 
sciences. In the hands of the architect, vendlidjoa is 
always sacrificed to the merest whim of taste, as a matter 
of secondary importance. Of this we have a melancholy 
example in the erection of the new House of Parliament. 
3o essential was Dr. Beid's plan of ventilation considered 
that he was associated with the architect in the erection 
of the buildings. But a confiict of opinions soon com- 
menced, the architect refusing to carry out the plans of 
Db. IUid, as they interfered with his own, and, as a result, 
the fyi perfection of his system of ventilation was not 
realized. Already, as SeHAtoii Hale informs us, the 
question of an improved ventilation of the Senate Cham- 
ber has been submitted to the gentleman who has cha^e 
of the extension — CAPTAm, now Qenihai. Frahkuii. We 
can poatively assure the Committee that in such hands 
their scheme of improved ventilation will fail of success. 
Let the Committee then summon to its aid men who 
have given to this subject the study it merits, who are ex- 
perts in chemical and physical scienoes. Or, what would 
realize the same result, let them oHer a large premium for 
the best plan of ventilating the Senate Chamber, the' 
award to be made by a Scientific CommissioD. We have 
among us those who would cheerfully respond to such an 
invitetion, and who are thoroughly qualified to fiimish 
plans for the effectual ventilation of the Capitol buildbg. 
When a plan is selected let the Committee see that it is 
thoroughly applied, and that no architect perverts its de- 
tails by architectural refinements. 



THE WEEK. 

The Eclectics of Philadelphia carry their system of appro- 
priating the labors of others to their own benefit into lite- 
rature as well as medicine. Professor B. F. Paihb, U.D., 
who, it appears bxim the announcement of the Eclectio 
Medical College of that city, " brings to his department a 
thorough knowledge of his subject, acquired by close study," 
has given evidence of his extensive reading by publish^g 
in the £kl«cUe iltdkal Journal, on original lecture on abor- 
tion, the greater portion of which is copied, without 
acknowledgment, verbatim, from. Prof. Bedford's recent 
work on the PrindpUs and Practict of ObtMrrk*. Plagia- 
rism in an Eclectic must be a virtue, and we can but com- 
mend the Professor for adhering to his cr«ed in the face of 
a scornful and fault-fli}ding world. 

The doily expectation of a great battle near Bichmond, and 
the consequent demand for hospital accommodations, con- 
Unues to stimulate the authorities in their efiorts to meet 
the emergency. The churches of Washington and Alexan- 
dria have been seised, and a demand has been made upon 
this city for enlai^d provision fbr t^e wounded. W« 
must repeat the suggestion of last week, that the wounded 
should be distributed more widely at the North. Washing- 
ton is as unfit for hospitals as a place can be made by the 
accumulation of the materies morbi, and the same is true 
of Alexandria and Torktown. The sickfCan b 
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to Portland as easily and Bafelj as to Washiagtoo, if our 
traosport Sjetem was thoroughly organiEed, and supplied 
viUt contpeteot oCGcers and nuraea. At some polots, as at 
Albany, in this State, large and well located bo^itala, pre- 
pared for this emec^ncy, stand vacant, and with open 
doors ready to receive the sick, while citizens and surgeons 
are prepared to bestow upon them every care and atten- 
tion. It is folly to herd the sick in large cities when such 
distribution can easily be made. 

Tkk following order has appeared from the War Depart- 
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Gmural Orders. No. 66.— Surgeon David S. Hats, llOlh 
Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, having been ordered 
to conduct to this city a large detachment of sick and 
wounded men, and baviDg shamefully neglected them after 
their arrival, the President directs that fur this gross deie- 
liciion of duty be be dismissed from tlia service, and he is 
hereby accorlingly dismissed. 

By order of the Secretory of War, 

L. TnowAS, Adjutant- Qeneral, 

Offidal: E. D. TowiwEKn, Aiastant Adjutant- Oemral. 

It appears that Surgeon D. L. Hats, of the UOth Penn- 
sylvania, accompanied to Washington upwards of three 
hundred wounded soldiers from Gen, Shields's Division, and 
left them in the cars over Saturday night, while ho himself 
went to bed at Witlard's. He adoiitt«d these facta when 
called before the Secretary of War, but pleaded that he had 
Twnly sought to find any official in Washington to tell bira 
what disposition to make of the wounded. It is Stated in 
the newspaper reports that the " Secretary having heard 
him tlirough, said, in a tone calculated to impress his hearer ; 
'That a man who could be guilty of such inhumanity was a 
disgrace to the army and tlie country, and should be forth- 
with dismissed from the service, and advised him to leave 
the room and the department instantly.' Had he not done 
so his movements would have been accelerated by the 
throng in attendance at the department, whose verdict was 
that the Secretary had served him right. The friends of 
Dr. Hays claim that he was no more to blame thbo officials 
here, who, although advised that the train was to arrive, 
were not present to direct him what to do with the sol- 
diers. But the truth is that the telegram to this effect, if 
sent, failed to arrive, in consequence of the storm, and 
neither the Burgeon-General nor any of his subordinates 
here was apprised of the arrival of the soldiers, nor can any 
deffence relieve Dr. Hays from the charge that be provided 
himself with a comfortable bed, while leaving the soldiere 
boJted up in the cars without food or attendance. The 
Surge(in-Q«nera], in a note to the Secretary of War, desired 
him to make an example of this man as a warning to 

TssAct re-organizing the Uedical Department of the Army 
provides for the appointment of eight Sanitary Inspectors, 
whose special duty would be to visit the camps and hospi- 
tals and supervise their sanitary condition. These appoint- 
metits have been delayed, to the great detriment of lie 
nrmy. The nominations have finally been made, and the 
Senate has acted upon them, So for as announced, the fol- 
lowing gentlemen have been selected, viz. Dr. Johs M. 
CcTLER, Surgeon, U,S.A. ; Dr. Kichard H. Cooudoe, 
Sui^on, U.S. A.; Dr. Edward P. VoLnEDM, Assistant 



Surgeon, U.S.A. ; Dr. Geo. H. Ltman, Gso. F. Alles, 
and W. H. Mt;8aBT, Brigade Surgeons, D.S.A. 
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Hanr-Book of Scrgioal OpEBAnoHS. By Stephen Surra, 
M.D., Surgeon of Bellevue Hospital New York: Bail- 
liere JBrothers, 440 Broadway, 
DtrniNO the past year medical men from all narts of our 
country, impelled by motives of patriotism and DeneTolenca 
have rushed to (he army to secure positions as regimental 
surgeons or asfustantA Many, having availed themsdvea 
of the advant^ee derived from hospital practice, are,, no 
doubt, qualiGed to perform the duties incumbent upon them ; 
while others, although intelligent and well educated, from 
lack of opportunity, are not familiar with surpical practice, 

Earticularty the performing of operations. Vet we must 
BVe surgeons in our army, lr> a gigantic war like the 
Cesent, coming upon us so sud<lenly too, and making such 
■ge demands upon the profession, it is not to be expected 
that all can be fully ci>mpetent, or that every regiment can 
have an accomplished and skilful surgeon. There is, how- 
ever, no excuse for those who, in assuming these duties, 
neglect to avail tliemselves of every opportunity to become 
Bcqnainted with the details of surgical practice. The 
standard treatises on surgery are, for the most part, tlio- 
rough and cumplet^, full of mformation, and embrace every 
topic in the range of surgical science. As text-books and 
works of reference they are invaluable, and should be care- 
fully studied ; but they are not alwaya accessible to the 
army surgeon, and from their bulk and comprehend reness 
are mconvenient to consult at all timea. The same may b« 
said of many of the works on military surgery. 

What has, tberefore, been a desideratum, is an abridged 
work on practical surgery, a oortable compendium of 
surgical operations, and the methods of performing them, 
systomatically arranged and fully illustrated ; not only 
adapted to the general practitioner, but CBpecially to the 
wanta of the military surgeon ; — and such is the book 
under con.^ide ration. 

It is a neat volume of 280 pages, containing over 200 
engravings. As ils name indicates, it is a manual of con- 
venient Site, containing a clear and accurate description of 
the different modes of procedure in those important opera- 
tions which come under the observation of army surgeons 
particularly, and many useful and practical bints in the 
treatment of surgical troubles resulting from military and 
naval warfare. 

Dr, Smith has, with great industry, availed himself of the 
works of distinguished surgical writers, and has given ns, 
in his little volume, an excellent regami of their labors and 

The order of subjecta treated is as follows: — 

Under the head of Minor Surgery, we have in the first 
chapter, an article on instruments, on union of wounds, 
bandages, dressings, hemorrhage, blood-letting, counter- 
irritants, vaccination, and ancsthetjcs. The other chaptera 
are on wounds of arteries, with a description of all the 
arteries ever ligated : on veins, on amputatiuns, resections, 
gunshot won iid.% and secondary hemorrhage, with an index 
alphabetically arranged, with order and exactness, a neces- 
sary part of a book like this. 

The chapter on Eesections is one of the best in the book, 
and includes the substance of everything known or writ- 
ten on this interesting branch, and is admirably illustrated 
by the engravings, not only of the instruments used, but 
the different s^eps of each operation. 

' The chapter on gunshot wounda, taken from Prof Long- 
more's article, is clearly compressed into a set of aphorisms 
of great practical importance, and will be read with interest. 

The enUre work must commend itself^ on account of its 
method, accuracy, perspicuity, and conciseness. 

CD a : 
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Hints asb OesERTAnonB oh Militakt Htoibke ; with 
the best means ot Treatiag the Medical and Surgicai Dis- 
easea of the Army. B7 Lawbencb TuRNBUtL, M.D., 
ore of the Sufgeons of Howard Hospital (Reprinted 
from the Medical aod Surglc&l Reporter.) Fbikdelphia, 
1862. Pp.62. 
Tsis pamphlet coD^tfi of a series of articles published dur- 
ing the laat few moDthsin our Philadelphia ooDteroporary. A 
large range of subjects relatioK to military mudiciiie und 
surgery are discussed, wiUi ample iUusCratioDS from author- 
ities. H'e have read no ruQDingcomnientaneBoc military 
medicine with more interest or profit than the papers of 
Da. ToRNBDLi. ; the; evince, not only great familiarity with 
tbe literature of the subject, but also thut practical good 
sense which at this time is greatly needed on the lield. We 
should be glad to see this pubUcation largely circulated 
among tbe surgeons of the army. 

On Bandaoing ahw other OpERATiosa op MmoB StntorRT- 

By K N, Sabgent, M.D., Mtmber of the College of Phy- 
sicians of Philadelphia, etc.. etc. New Edition, with an 
additional Chanter on Military Surgtry. By W. F. 
Atleh, M,D. With one hundreii and eighty-seven Illus- 
trationa Philadelphia : Blenchard & Lea. 1862. 
Tub present edition is improved by a short chapter on mili- 
tary surgery. The worii is too well known to Iha prefes- 
Non to require commendation at our hands. 
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[TathcKdltorot UMAHmciHllEDi'.-il.TiHts.l 
Sib : — I observe iu your issue of the 14tli June Inst., that a 
corresppndeut under tbe iiead of " Connecticut Med. 
Society," in speaking of my case of resection of the head 
of the humerus, for an enchonilromatous tumor, represents 
me as expressing the opinion " that tbe operation was 
noique." The writer mistook my meaning. I simply 
slated that I could not Jeam that I hud been auticipated by 
any surgeon in Mt eoimtry, in a reeeclion of tbe head of 
the humerus for a disease of this nature, which I still be- 
lieve to be the fact. I do not choose at this time to.report 
the case in detail, designing to do this at a later date, but 
will merely state that the length of bune removed was five 
and a half inches, including the head, tbe tumor measuring 
thirteen inches in its largest circumference (taking the 
direction of the circumference of the humerus), and in- 
volving the bone from the neclc to within half an inch of 
the point at which it was sawed off. I have been informed 
by Professor Gci. C. Blackman of Cincinnati, whose know- 
ledge of the littruture of surgery I believe to be equal to 
that of any genlleiiian in ibis country, that he is at present 
aware of but four cases of an analogous character, recorded 
by European surgcrons, vii. one each by Syme, Roui, I. 
Hutchinson, and Bickersteth. My patient is ut tliis date, 
lour months aller the operation, in excellent health, and 
hat( a very useful arm. 

Your*, etc., H. N. Bbnnmt. 



ClHOII 

At a meeting of ilie students of the Ohio Medical College, 
regulariy called, the following resolutions were offered and 

unnniiainidy adopted : 

£maIw4— That tlM UiBn1;i or tbe itidtnti, now Li itt«ni1uo» tt th* 
Obiu Miidlcal Ccilltw, sn dii« unl htrrhj undcivd to Brtijiulr Surmon 
*"' -.— L— ^.- . mllltofT iorgery diUi; 
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FORHGN COEEESPONDENCE. 

Bl FBOF. CHAJIUU A. LEG. 

LoHDax.Jiiaal.Utt. 

It is not my desi^ to report individual cases, which I may 
observe in my visits to the different hospitals. The most 
interesting of tJiese are regularly reported in the London 
Lanctt and Mtdical TTmsi, and can be copied into your 
pages, if thought desirable. 

The Ijondon surgeons operate more fearlessly, and with 
more rapidity than ours do on our side of the Atlantic: but 
1 very much doubt whether more successfully, except in 
particular cases. Thus I mw Mr. Fei^son operate for 
double clefl palate last week, and the operation was com- 
pleted in fifteen minutes. He afterwards informed me that 
the average duration of the operation of slaphyloraphy in 
his bands was ten minutes, and tliat out of one hundred 
and five cases, he had met with complete success in one 
hundred and two. This must be admitted to be extra- 
ordinary activity and marvellous success. But much of 
this success is owing to previous frequent manipulations by 
the finger of the patient, or a tooth brush, of the fauces and 
parts a/ijacenr, and to the very free separation of the vehim 
palati from the bone, so aa to allow great distension. The 
profession is indebted to Mr, F. for this prncticc, which he 
introduced many years ago, but which has recently been 
claimed by another surgeon as having originated with him. 
In the removal of scirrhous breasts, which I have seen done 
by Mr. Paget, Mr. Skev, and Mr. Ferguson, I think the 
average time employed I'li the operation was not over two 
minuies, although in every case chloroform was given, and 
generally by an mlialer, which admits freely the atmospheric 
air. One great advantage attending this mode, is that we 
can regulate exactly the quantity administered : usually 
from twenty to thirty drops are introduced, and it is rarely 
newssary to use any more. This shows, at least, how 
much our surgeons are in the habit of wasting, in their 
mode of administering it on a sponge or napkin, and by tbe 
way. I may mention that a death from chloroform has 
occurred near my lodgings within the last few days under 
the following circu m stances ; The patient was laboring 
nnder fistula. Chloroform was given on a napkin. H 
appearing to lake no effect, more chloroform was poured 
on, and this was repeated twice. On the third application 
the patient turned over, and immediately ceased to breathe. 
All attempts to restore respiration failed. Autopsy showed 
that the walls of the heart were very thin, and the cavities 
dilated, with groat iTisufficiency of both mitral and tricua* 
pid vaJvea. There was also fatty degeneration of the 
organ. Both lungs were strongly adherent to the chest 
Throughout the greater portions of their extent. Dr. Oaat, 
of the Royal College of Surgeons, testified on the inquest, 
that owing to this diseased and enfeebled stal« of the heart, 
and to the lungs l>eing incapable of expanding from the 
extensive adhesions, tney necessarily failed under the 
influence of chloroform, and death resulted instantaneously 
from paralysis of the heart. I think the case goes far to 
show that the condition of these organs should be correctiy 
ascertained, if possible, before we venture to give this 
powerlhl sgenL 

I have said th%t British surgeons operate with more 
celerity, but perhaps not more success than American sur- 
geons If I wanted proof of this I might quote lithotomy 
statistics. According to Mr. Bryant (London Laneet, May 
3il, p, 469) at Guys Hospital, fifty-seven per cent, of 
p.itienta above the age of lorty, who have been operated 
on for stone, have died, and th^ gross result of hthotomy in 
the provinces is about the same as at Gvy's. There a 
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Thus ID the Norfolk and Norwich botj)itBls only twenty- 
three per cent of patients above the age of forty have died 
After lithotomy. But if any one will compare tnese results 
with those of American surgeons, as recorded in Gross's 
Surgery, he will find that the percentage of deaths ia far 
greater than with us. lodeed, one of the most distinguished 
operators for stone in London told me, that he beUeved the 
fatalit<^ of this operation in Great Britain was as great at 
the present IJme aa it was one hundred years ago I 

I Mn very glad to Gnd that in the ophthalmic hospitals 
in London and the provinces, as well as in the military 
bosjutals, as at Chatham, the ophthalmoseopt is in general 
use and tughlv appreciated. In no branch of our art have 
I teen suca deciaed improvement within the last twelve 
years, since I was here, as in ophthalmic surgery ; and 
much of this progress is owing to our being able to explore 
tjie deep testures of the eye by the ophthalmoacope. This 
admirable instrument was nearly peifect, when introduced 
a few years ago by Helmholi ; and now there is but one 
opinioD as to its eSecliveneits, and to its immense im- 
portance, in enabling us to investigate diseases, especially 
of ao obscure nature, in this delicate organ. And what 
Burpriaes me, is to see the degree of tolerance of such 
examinations, in almost every kbd of ophthalmic disease; a 
result we certunly should not have looked for d priori. 
Temporary dimness of vision may in some cases be induced 
by itfl use ; but by a proper reguiatTon of the (quantity of 
light admitted into the eye, we may employ it with advan- 
tage in acute glaucoma, or even m retinitis. A metallic 
speculum is now preferred for the instrument instead of 
glaas, as it is more portable and less brittle, has a small, 
thiu-edged sight hole, and but one reflecting surface. £e- 
udea, a metid reflector always gives a clearer and better- 
defined image than a glass one. It is inie that some 
experience is necessary to enable one to derive all the 
advantages from tbb instrument of which it is ciqiabte; 
but the same may be said of the stethoscope or any other 
instrutnent. The divuion of iht ciliary vtutele of the eye 
for glaucoma, opacity of cornea, etc, may also be men- 
tioned, as evidence of progress in the treatmeni of this 
class of di.'eases. This operation I saw performed several 
times, and very skilfully, by Mr, Hancock of the " Royat 
Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital," and with decided 
benelit. Thus, out of 511 principal operations performed 
at this institution during the last year, I find that this 
Operation has been resorted to in lift cases. Of a variety 
of s^ections, about 1000 patients are here annually treated, 
and there is no better place for students to study this claaa 
of diseaaea. 

Mr. Czermak, of Prague, the inventor of the Largngo- 
teope, has been in London recently, and showing upon 
himself how readily and successfully the instrument may 
be used. Mr. Paget speaks favorably of it, but doubts 
whether it can be successfully introduced into practice. It 
b something like injecting the bronchial tubes — very easy 
to describe, and very dilficull to accomplisL Mr. Czer- 
mak showed, as long ^o as 1859, that it was possible, by 
the aid of his laryngoscope, to apply local cauterizations in 
the Urynx and the Daao-[iharyLi{reEil cavity; but the same 
can be done without. But then, how can we ascertain 
whether there is diseoae enough in tliese parts to 
require local treatment 7 In some cases, protubly, we 
oannot, but as a general rule, I think we can. The 
rational signs, in sucli cases, are generally pretty clear and 
decided: I know that we have reports that polypi of the 
larynx nave, in two cases, at least, been removi^ by the 
aid of this instrument. But, as Mr. Paget remarked to me, 
it must always be a very difficult opmtion, inasmuch as 
the imwe is reversed, and every one knows how very 
difficult It must be to operate under such circumstances. 
Here, we have to introduce the laryngoscope with one 
band, and keep it imlnovable in such a position and in- 
clination, as to reflect the desired image, while with tlie 
other, holding a suitable inatruraent, we proceed to operate. 
But the difficulty I have named is so great, tliat it would 



require a constant practice, and for a considerable time, to 
enable a surgeon to attain even a moderate degree of suc- 
cess in the use of the instrument Owing to these causes 
the laryngoscope has been, as yet, very Uttle used in 
this metropohs, and I may very safely predict that it will 
be a long time before it wiil be. The inventor, however, 
is a very talented and ingenious surgeon, and certainly 
deserves, if he does not meet with, great success. That 
scientific merit, sooner or later, meets its just rewaid, I 
may mention the splendid and unprecedented success, 
which has attended the career of our friend, Dr. Brown- 
Sequard, since he came to this city. In no instance has 
great professional success created leas envTj inasmuch as all 
cheerfully acknowledge that it has been ^trly earned. As 
the head of the ^reat " National Hospital for the Paralysed 
and Epileptic," instituted by the Lord Mayor, at the dan- 
sion House, Nov. 2, 1S59, and under his presidency, and 
supported mainly by the nobihty. Dr. Sequard has found 
a theatre worthy of his science and his skill ; and with con- 
siderable success, which baa attended his efforts, demon- 
strates the soundness of the ph^siolo^cal and pathological 
views he has inculcated in Ins various writings and lec- 
tures. This success, moreover, has, as its fair and legiti- 
mate consequence, introduced nim into the largeat prac- 
tice, in the greater class of nervous aS'ection& of any prac- 
titioner in Kngland. The out-patients of his hospital 
number at this time over 800, while his private patients 
are so numerous as to occupy every moment of his time. 
He is called on, daily, by patients from almost every part 
of Great Britain, and no small portion of them belong to 
the class of the nobility. Surely, such an example as this 
may well be held up to the younger members <x our pro- 
fession, to show them that industry, perseverance, energy, 
and real merit, will sooner or later meet its due reward. I 
may also mention, by way of example, that since Brown- 
Sequard commenced bis scientific investigations he baa 
never attended a place of amusement, or allowed anything 
to draw off his mind and attention from bis pursuits; and 
although he readed in Paris, at the time of the great In- 
ternationa Exhibition, and daily passed by the building, 
he never entered it, and has no idea, to this day, what there 
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iHcBEAsn Hoapnu. Aocommodawoss— Niw Point Com- 
Foar. — Dr. Cuyler is making arrangements to enlarge the 

hospital Kccommodations here, besides the new general hos- 
pital at Newport News. Dr. C. will, in a lew days, proceed 
to New Point CoiUfort, mouth of the Potomac, with the 
view of occupying the large hotel and cottages there, which 
will materially increase the hospital accommodations in this 
vicinity. The aalubrity of the location and extenmve cha- 
racter of the buildings there, are much in favor of the selec- 

BcROBOHB AND Ndhbb& — The demand is and will con- 
tinue to be for competent surgeons and nurses. They are 
wanted not temporarily but permanently. New surgeons 
oBering their services should do it with this reference. If 
volunteers cannot be obtained, Dr, Cuyler is prepared to 
hire competent surgeona, who will be expected to engage 
themselves as long as their services are required. 

Bt a recent Act of Congress the rank of Brigade Sur- 
geon is abolished, and this class of medical officers are sub- 
ject to the same rules which govern surgeons. The Corps 
of Surgeons is also to be enUi^ed by the appointment of 
one hundred and sixty more for the war, forty being full 
Surgeons, and the remainder Assistant Surgeons. 

At the Annual Meeting of the Medical Society of the 
State of Pennsylvania, held in Philadelphia, a committee 
was appobt«d to inquire as to the expediency of publisli- 
ing a Duly Medical Gazette. 
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Or th« cutaneous affections mentioned, trytJtmta is s Terr 



of the cutis, sometimes complicated 
exDdation. According to the amount of serum tmnsud- 
ing through the blood-Teasels, more or less desquam^- 
lioa, in very small scales, will lake place, but it forms no 
necessary part of the affectiou ; at all eYeuts no formation 
of vesicles is obserred. One of the characteristics is found 
in tlie gradu^ transition of the healLhj into the erythema- 
tous surface. The etiology of erythema is simple enough; 
in a. large number of cases the causes are : high tempera- 
ture, and chemical, physical, and mechanical irritation. Dif- 
ferent names have been invented to suit the different forms 
and causes of the affection. They have called it intertrigo, 
when the case was one of erythema, produced by friction of 
two adjacent surfacee^ near the folds of the femora, or neck, 
behind the ears, or near the mammse of itit women. Decu- 
MhM is called the erythematous discoloration of the skin 
dependiag on long continued pressure over the sacrum, 
trochanter, etc, in protmcted diseaaes. E. Uevt it has 
been named when the coDBcquence of conaderable eipan~ 
sion of the skin in dropsy, or U)e result of local injuries. 
And a very common form is that depending on the irriUr 
tion kept up on several places by discharges from the 
neighboring organs, thus from the nose on the upper lip 
ana cheeks, from tiie bladder on penis, prepuce, scrotum. 
Mid femur. 

Besides, erythema is regarded as haying been observed 
epidemically, and witi cyclical oourse. Whether this is 
founded on truth, or whetlier or not mild cases of scarlatina 
or measlesweremistaken for a typical erythema, is on unde- 
cided question. At all events the diJQerential diagnosis 
between the several forms is sometimes a difficult one, and 
eq>ecially while both of the mentioned forms of epidemic 
diseases are frei^uend; observed. 

This uncertsinty of a dtstdnct diagnosis.is not an uncom- 
mon thing. It proves that the same anatomical alteration 
in the skin takes place under different epidemic influences, 
usually modified by the nature of the latter. Thos, for 
instaQce, there is a difference of opinion, up to this day, on 
the occurrence of epidemic roxola or ruWlo. While some 
posilifely deny its existence, taking it as a modiGed form 
of scarlatina, or measles, or eiythema; others assume its 
occurreuce as an independent disease taking its own course 
like otiier epidemic affections, and not at aU identical with 
measles or scarlatina. It is said io consist of isolated, 
irregular spots, usually with no vascular reaction, but some- 
times attended with erethic, and ev^ inflammatory fever; 
to. be uncompUcated ta the majority of cases, sometimes, 
however, to be attended with a tracheal cough, and thus 
mistaken for measles- sometimes with sngiu^ and mis~ 
taken for scarlatina. Neither measles nor scarlatma are said 
to procure an immunity from rubeola or vice vtrta, while its 
causes, regular or iiregular migration, prop^ation, conta- 
giousness or non-contagiousness, etc., remain open ques- 
tions. Now these differences of opinion prove nothing else 
but the anatomical similarity between the large number of 
byperocmic and inflammatory diseases of Uie skin, and the 
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correctness of Dr. Simon's dsasification, and its foundatioa 
on anatomical prindplee. 

Sfrophidtit (licAm in adults) is gtnierally lud down h 
the most oommon cutaneous affection ihirinK dentition. 
The exuduion does not take place snperfioiairy, but into 
the cutis, sometimes with tume&ction of its tissue. Iber»- 
fore no vesicles, but little nods, are formed. Its causes are 
frequently unknown. Whatever is tmt to prodnce a single 
superficitd erythema, may justae well nve rise to an affec- 
tion of tJie cutis itself in consequence of protracted or more 
intense injury; therefore coarse linen or flannel, dirt, ani- 
mal paranles, and high temperature, are best known among 
its prominent cftuses. Borne forms of "prickly heat" are 
mmply slrophnlna. It is found either in groups, or isolated, 
or dtnuse, of red, ot normal, or extremely psle color, the 
latter depending on compression of neighboring blood-ves- 
sels. Simple strophulus takes s week ot two to run its 
complete course with -desquamation and full reoorery, 
chronic esses being rare exceptions. A single form only, 
hchen ayriuB, which is not at all common in young children, 
is observed to be attended with severe itching, hypemmia, 
and fever, and to be transformed in many cases into a 
severe form of eczem^ with repeated attacks, and thick- 
ened and ri^d condition of the akin. Simple strophulus 
requires no treatment, hchen ^rius only the local ^}pli- 
cation of cold and the administration of purgatives, baths, 
salves of tar and potassa, and the internal use of arsenio. 
I will add liie sio^e remark, that this tatter remedy ou^ht 
nowhere to be used except where the cutaneous affection 
goes along with a great d^ of infiltration and induration ; 
m these latter cases it is invaluable. 

Coillaulb, one of the latest authors on cutoneons disesses, 
comprehends nndcr the head of strophulus, all the erythe- 
matous, papular, vesicular, and pushilar forms of cutaneous 
affections occurring during the period of dentition, which 
disappear in a short ti;ne, prove very itching during their 
course, are observed c^ any part of the surlace, and fre- 
quentiy complicated witli intestinal affections. Its eru|)- 
tion is said to be often complicated with fever, which, if 
tiue, is easily espluned by either the complication or the 
local irritation and itching. He is not at all particular 
concerning the memory of his unfortunate reaaers ; the 
papular strophulus alone being subdivided by him into the 
forms of strophulus intertiTicttM, and aSndiu, and eandidm, 
and valdftcua, and amftrtua. These subdivisions may be 

i'ustified as proofe of philological learning, olier authors 
laving availed themselves of the same, or similar names, 
before his time, but there is one fact on which not enough 
Btrcsa can be laid, vis. the occurrence of this form of cuta- 
neous hyperemia and exudation, not only during the period 
of dentition, but also before and afterwards. You will find 
a great many coses iu even newborn children, whose skin 
is particularly irritable. 

As to herpttj which is an scute and typical disease, when 
observed in cliildren, the assumption of its being a symp- 
tom of dentition is not sustained by anything. It is ob- 
served in a large number of feverish diseases, especially in 
intestinal affections, pneumonia, and intermittent fever; 
the vesicles raised ore very small, superficial, surrounded by 
a red areola, and always found in groups. 

Urticaria (hives) consists of flat and large elevations, 
raostij' of the color of the skin. It depends on serous in- 
filtration of the papillary layer of the cuti^ and is mostly 
an acute affection. Its causes are in no direct connexion 
with dentition, adults suffering from the same affection 
when laboring under gastric disorders ; and females, when 
affected with irritation of the uterus, during pregnant^, men- 
struation, and uterine diseases, or even dimng the presence 
of a penary in the vagina. Other causes are: local irri- 
tation bj scratching, netUes, rhus toxicodendron and other 
euphorbutcetB, some caterpillars and moUusca, fleas, mosqui- 
toes, etc., the eating of strawberries, mushrooms, etc, in 
some persons, the use of copaiva; the presence of acute 
gastric catarrh from whatever cause, this latter giving the 
impression of a severe disease. But not the protrosioc of 
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» tooth. Nor don it m>ear, tlikt between urticari4 as 
foond ia children, and »g*in in adults, there is any remuka- 
Ue diffsreiice, eitlier in ila external form and i^tapUiiat, 
Of in ita etiology. 

It is true, u a g«Dend nie, that there are {teculiaritiea in 
the &eases of the in&ntile skin, just aa well as of other 
ornuu, and that the difference of agea erea during infancy 
and childhood gites rise to a number of modifi^tJons in 
the form, color, eta., of .cutaneoos affections. But the pa- 
thological process iteelf is the very same, with the excep- 
tion of the larger number of cutaneous affections in those 
ages, and t^ individual differences depending on mtber 
more or less irritabillly and impressibility of both sjatem 
and skin. By this fact we are prevented from &Torine the 
old;aasumptii>ii, lately again advocated by Caillaull, of "dia- 
thesis " being the cause of the differences as to the forms 
and natures of cnlaneous affections. At the same time we 
•re enabled to answer the questions laid before you io the 
course of this lecture, in the foUowing manner — that there 
is, between the protrusion <£ a tooth, and the abearance 
of the larger number of cutaneous diseases, no direct rela- 
tion of causahty; that they do not show themselves with 
the swelling of the gums; that they do not disappear 
with orjAer the final protrauon of a tooth or a group of 
teeth, and that they do not return with the renewed at^ 
tempts of another tooth, or gronp of teeth, to break 
through the gums. Only those forms of cutaneous dis- 
eases scarcdy dMerring of the nam^ wbi<di depend on an 
occasional hyperemia of the suifsce brought on by general 
fereriah irritation, or the pbyuoto^cal injection of the 
blood-vessels ot the head about ihu time, are observed 
during the periods of dentitioo. They, and the absence of 
correct dii^oees generally and the frequency of skin 
affections in this early period of hfe, are the ressons of the 
long coutinuanoe oi'^ the old assumption of a connexion 
between external diseases and dentition. 

To what extent this is true, I shall finally show by some 
more extensive remarlu on two cutsneeus affections very 
common in infantile age, via. eczema and impetigo. They 
H« deserving of our particular attention, for their frequent 
oconrrenoe, the difficulty in removing them, their frequent 
returns when cored, and their real or anumed connexion 
with the physiological and pathological condition of the 
teeth, bmn, and syBtem. 



CEEILLY ON IRIDKCTOMT. 



BULPHUBIC ETHiat AS AN AN.«STnETIC IN 

MILITARY SURGERY. 

Br FREDERIC D. LENTE, UJ)., 

I aan> the (blJowiog notes of the effints of sulphuric ether 
in mihtaty surgery aa an appendix to the aocouut of the 
Mill Creek Hospital, puUished in a previous number. The 
cases were not ttkettd, but are such as we ba{:^ened occa- 
sionally to have time and opportunity of noting accurately 
by the watch. In some ot the esses, also, the ether was 
administered by those who had not previously had much 
experience in its use. Its effect was so prompt and unex- 
pected to many that I was asked, on more thsn one occa- 
sion, if chlorof(»m hsd not been mixed with the ether. It 
■was, however, used ia all cases just aa it was furnished by 
the hospital steward from Bquibb's package. At fint, tt 
was a question smong the surgeons as to what anKsthetio 
should be selected ; but, afUr ether had been tried a few 
times, no better aiucsthetic was desired snd no other wss 
used except on one occasion, through a mistake of the 
steward, on which occasion the patient was with some 
difficulty resuscitated, chloroform having been given with 
tiie usual freedom of sulphuric ether. 
TrephiuiDft time two and a half minutea, quantity an 



ounce and a hslf. Amputstion of thigh, time five minvtes, two 
ounces. Extraction of ball from bead of tibia, two minutes, 
seven drachms. Ampulatjon of thigh, two and a half 
nujintee, ten drachms. Large incision of knee^oint, sesrch> 
ing for ball, four minutes, twelve drachms. Anq)utstion at 
knee-joint, three minutes, two ounces. Incision <^ inU- 
trated scrotum, half a minute, nx drachms. Xxsection of 



section of humerus, one minute t' 

Amputation of thirh, three minutes, twelve Oi 

putation of thigh, four minutes, twelve drachma Coonter- 

openiug in knee-joint, extraction of b^, three minutes, 

twelve drachms. Searchmg for ball in the thi^ large inci- 

sion. three minutes, two ouaces. 

The above (q)erati0iis were witneased by many well 
known surgeons of the State of New York. The time wss 
noted in the first cases by Dr. Thomas G. Brinsmade of 
Troy, in the others by Dr. Wolcott of iTtiea, Sffld by my- 
self, occasionally by another surgeon. The ether wa» 
^nerally either administered by Dr. McLean of the 3d 
K.T.V.j who had always previovsly used chloroform, bnt 
who qmdil^ perceived the advantage of ether, when pro- 
perly administered; or by myself^ Dr. BrinsRiade ad- 
ministered it occasionally ; Dr. Kisssm, of Brooklyn, also. 

It is evident, from the effect ot the e&er iti the above 
cases, and in othen where the time was not accnrat«ly 
noted, and is therefore not given, that it is even nwre 
efficient as an aneeethetic in military than in ciril snrgerr ; 
the very rapid absorption bein? probably due to the de- 
pressed and feeble condition of ute patients, ^e last case 
noted, however, is not of this kind. The officer had been 
wounded at Bull Run, and is now in lull health: Um ether 
wss administered to him a few days ago at Weet Point. 
In all the esses, the inhaler made use o^ and whidi I Snil 
more efficient than even the large cnpped epon^ wa> 
formed by two ooarse. stiff tow^ foMed lengthwise, lud 
tt^ether, and then rolled into a cone, with a handkerchief 
thrust into the bottom, to render it mors sballow and ia- 
crease the eurfaee for the ether. This fits the face mco- 
rately, snd effectually excludes aQ nnneeessaiy air, 

Oau> fiFino, Jsu IS, ISSt 



13 IRIDECTOMY A NEW OR OLD OPERAHONf 
Bt JOHN O'REILLY, M J), FJtCSX 

What it IridttUnm/ f — By this term, in fbrmer limes, waa 
understood an operation instituted for the formation of an 
artifi<^ pu})iL 

Wh> vxu the fint la ptrform and rscommentf Am Opera- 
iionf — Cheselden performed and advised section of the iris 
for the formation of artificial pupil, in the year 1728. 

h Iridectomy ptr/ormed at tht praerU amy, wUh Iht fame 
idta at in the lima of Oheaetdm t — No ; De Qraaffe per- 
forme the operation of Irideotomy when he considers vudoB 
is impaired or destroyed, as a consequence of inflammation 
of the choroid membrane accompanied by glanconta, or * 
disorganised state of the vitreous humor, with increased 
secretion of the aqueous humor, thus causing convexity of 
the comew, tozether with almost complete deaure of the 
pupil, tbns precluding the entrance of the rays of light into 
the orbit, and consequently preventing the formstion of the 
pictures of external otjecta on the retina, thus, in truth, 
rendering the individual blind. 

Jt the operation of Jri^tdomy perfonned, i}iertfore,timply 
for- the puTpote of removing fh* ovtr ditUnded condition of 
the eydialU, at itated by the Oerman mrytoiuf — I believa 
the German authorities attribute the efficacy of the opera- 
tion to the quantity of blood that is lost during the opera- 
tion, as well as to the escape of the aqueous humor. 

J» thert any obfeelion to Ihit explanation f — Yes, if the 
operation were intended to aocomplish tlie objects, solely, 
just specified, the relief could be at most only temporary, in- 
asmuch as the wound io the iris would soon unite, and 
there would be nothing to prevent ttke membrane of th* 
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Aqueous humor reBuming its functions, uid consequeDllj 
secreUng the aqueous humor de novo in excess as it hta 
done prerious to the operation. 

What then u lh« trve ta^lanation of tA« gooA tffett* 
retidting fraim ths operatxott at •performed by 2Je Qraaffe f 
— The operation is followed by an enlarged condition of 
the pupil, and consequently is better adapted for the proper 
admission oTthe rays of lijrht to act on the retina, 

/» De Ora^e the Jiret person who performtd Iridectomy 
for doted pupui coiuequtnt on inflammaiioR of the choroid 
memhraneaccompanim hy glaucoma or a disorganized ttate of 
the vitreotu humor t — No ; Tn a case of ophthalmitis, wkere 
all the coats of the eye are implicated, there must be most 
assuredly eboroiditis as well as inflammation of the hyaloid 
membrane; it therefore follows in a case of closure of the 
pupil consequent on inflammation of the oyebalL that the 
Operation of iridectomy accomplished the some olDJect, and 
is performed under similar circumstances to those under 
whidi De Graaffe performs the operation of iridectomy. 
In the 2d Volume of the Duilin HotpiUd Reports, " Obser- 
Tatioua on the Operation for ArtiScfal Pupil, by E. Ryan, 
M,D., senior Surgeon to the Kilkenny County Hospital, 
Ireland," the following remarks occur in reference to the 
case of Maiy Bryan, aged 30, on whom he opeAtcd on the 
15th July, iS13 : whose sieht had been impaired by a vio- 
lent attack of ophthalmia, eleveD Tears before, and who, for 
the last seven, had been deprivea of (be sight of both eyes, 
and could not distinguish the brightest daylight from nigbt. 
The pupil of each eye was nearly obliterated, scarcely la^r 
than a pin-head and motionless, its border was puckered, 
three-fourths of the iris dove at fawn color. Mr, Ryan re- 
marks, in reference to this case ; " This case has been 
selected as the most unfavorable that could present itself 
for the performance of the Cheselden operation, and yet 
none could prove more successful: the eyes were much 
sunk in the sockets ' the vitreous faumor was disorganized ; 
the iris, from its full orange color, afforded ample evidence 
of previous hi^h inflammation; the anteriorchamber of the 
eye was much narrowed by the convexity of the iris and 
its near approach to the oomeK ; yet, with all these discou- 
raging appeBranoes, did the operatJOn succeed perfectly, 
although the lens and capsule were designedly allowed to 
remain in the poa(«rior Siamber of the eye ; the iris waa 
divided almost completely across its diameters close to tbe 
dXiary ligament apractjoe which I have cdwayefoVawedm 
such cases." Mr. Ryan remarks at the conclusion of the 
article, which was written five years after the operation, in 
1618, that the case went on well 

It is evident there ia a very strong analogy between the 
operation of Iridectomy asp^ormed by the late Dr. Ryan, 
nearly fifty years ago, and that now so frequently performed 
by De Qraaff'a and the Oerman turgeons. In cases of myo- 
HSorin such •cases where the pupil is contracted to the 
smallest possible point by continuaUylookinK at the smallest 
posdUe objecta, it is rational to suppose that such cases 
should derive benefit fi'om the operation of Iridectomy ; the 
section of the iris would allow the rays of light to enter the 
orbit, precisely in the same manner as in the cases operated 
on by Mr. Ryao. There can be no doubt that a patient, 
such as a watch-maker, whose agbt has become so impaired 
as to be un^le to see any ol^ect; whose pupils are olosed 
tothesmalleat possible diameter; who is suffering fitim my- 
ousinila worst form; would be a better subject for perform- 
ing the operation of Iridectomy on, than the case of Man' 
Br^«n , operated on by Mr, Ryan, when there waa palpable 
evidence that the whole eyelMill had sufibred from inflam- 
mation at a former period. De Graafie has the credit of 
peifonniog Iridectomy or section of tbe iris, in caiea which 
vere deemed incurable, and has revived an operation or 
rather conGimed the propriety of the operaUon of Mr. Ryan, 



With respect to the convexity of the cornea and distended 
state of the eyeball in the cases operated on by De Qraaffe, it 
is to be remarked that where a person is continually look- 
ing at very small objecia, the cornea is rendered convei by 
the action of the rtcH mtucks as well as that the anterior 
part of tbe eyeball is rendered fuU and prominent by the 
action of the same mnsdes; the Iris is also apasmodicallT 
contracted by being kept amtinuaHy contracted, in truta 
being irritated or held in a strained position for too great a 
lengUi of time, preciselyas the ttemo-ckido'miuloid muscle 
becomes contracted in caaes of wry neck or the rectut mus- 
cle in cases of strabismus all become spasmodically con- 
tracted. Section of the muscles is had recourse to, in this 
case, on the same principle as De Qraafle'a operation of Iri- 
dectomy, namely, for rdlbxttion of the muEcular fibres. As it 
may be said there is no analogy between a spasmodically 
contracted Iris, aspasmodically contracted iferno-cWdo-miii- 
toid muscle, and a spasmodically contracted recfut muscle, the 
question arises: Is there a circular muscle in any other 



nnder the most discouraging circumstances. Mr. Ryan' 
contemplated tbe admissioli of the rays of li|;ht Into the 
orbit ; De OraaSe's operation is followed by a similar result ; 
therefore tbe principle of the operation as performed by 
Ryan and De Qraafle m the tame. 



fibres of the inteetinal 
tube become spasmodically contracted in the case of intut- 
muc^lio or invagination of the intestine; and an operation 
similar to Iridectomy, if practicable, would be the best ex- 
pedient that could be adopted to obtain the necessary relief 
for the relaxation and dilatation of the contracted intestinal 
lube. 

As it may be objected, as well as asserted that, as the 
cases operated on by De Graafie were characterized by glau-> 
coma, and further as, according to Beer, glaucoma does 
not exist in cases of contracted pupU, the result of ove'r< 
exercise or struning — my observations are not applica- 
ble, or made under a delusion; but as Beer aays: " Itia 
impossible to produce dilatation of the pupils by medicinal 
agents, and that consequently the disease must be set down 
as an incurable complaint." 

Therefore I think Beer's observations show the necessity 
for the operation of Iridectomy, inasmuch ss dilatation of 
pupils cannot be produced without it. With respect to the 

flaucoma,it is csused by a breaking up of the areoteoftbe 
yaloid membrane in which the vitreous humor is located. 
It can readily bo conceived that the same cause which ren- 
ders the cornea convex, the ball of the eye prominent, 
would break up the delicate structure of the oriAa formed 
by Ute hyaloid membrane ; namely, the pressure caused by 
the action of the rtcH muscles or the exterior of the globe 
of the eye ; the force exerdsed must act on the intenor of 
the balls as well as antmorly where the least resistance is 
opposed, namely, towards the cornea. In confirmation of 
tluB view of tbe matter, it is an anatomical fact that the 
vitreous humor is firmer anteriorly, where it is exposed to 
the influence of pressure in the mandcr specified. Again 
it is to be remsrlced, that undue pressure would cause the 
absorption of the pigmentum nigrum as well as prevent 
its secretion by the membrana MuytMana, With respect 
to the varicose state of the veins of the choroid in glauco- 
ma, as remarked by ifr. Ovihrie, it is (juite possible the ve- 
nous blood may be retarded by the action of the recti mut- 
cUi, which at their ori^n twround the optic nerve; their 
continued action must impede the return of the venoua 
blood ; the anatomical relatjons of the muscles in question, 
the opiic nerve and veins explain the difitculty. In con- 
clusion, I must observe that I have thrown out these hints 
with a view to bring the subject under the discussion of 
persons more competent to do it justice than I am. 
tn WuMDranm Swus Som, Kit Toa^ IDth laaa, IWt. , 



U. Yah Kaiepbk relates by letter to the French Aca* 
demy experiments performed by him on tbe nervous 
centres with chloroform. A few drops of this hquid brought 
into contact with the cerebrum or cerebellum of animds 
produce only anesthesia; but when poured upon the 
medulla oblongata produce death ; thus confiroUDg the TO- 
aearchefl of H, Flourena. — Drit. Med. Jour. 
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» cnotti". 

Db. Eraoeotcizer Eaid ;— I propose, Mr. CbairmaD, to con- 
fine m; remarks this evening exclusively to the tecbnicism 
of ihe operation of tracheotonij In croup, and to the after 
trealmeiiL There ere many oth» poitita of interest and 
importance dwelt upon by the gentleman who has opened 
the discussion, which will briag to light the views and ex- 
perience oC the many members of tliis Section who have 
performed this operation. Indeed, there ia no city in (he 
world, witli the exception of Paris, which could gather in 
one evening so large a onmber of surgeons familiar with 
the subject before us. Tracheotomy in croup has been per- 
formed in the two sister ciiies of New York and Brooklyn, 
to my knowledge, certainly two hundred and fifty times — 
odcner tlian in Great Britain and Ireland, olUner tlian in 
Qermany. Our late fellow. Dr. W, von Roth, having made 
the operation forty-eight times, is outranked only by uiroe or 
four rurision surgeons in the number of tracheotomies per- 
formed. I, myself, have performed troclieotomy in croup 
ihirty-ODC times ; beaides tliat, I have assisted in ten opera- 
tions. Among such a number I could not but meet with 
nearly all tlie vaiietics and ditficukies of (he operation and 
afler tieatmotit, described by the authors. I Lave done the 
oporntion well, indifffrently, and bunglingly, I can speak 
of my own merits and blunders; therefore, I think I have 
an experience and an independent opinion, not altogether 
wurtblees to communicate to otliers. 

When physicians in a case of croup have made up their 
minds that the indication for tracheotomy exists, they 
ought to be very careful to slate to the parents or relatives 
what the operation can do and what it cannot do. This is 
•o much a matter of common sense tiiat it is generally easy 
to make oneself understood. Yet, there is one point which 
I would caution younger practitJoners ; not to be too deciiled 
in what they promise. I nave beard many physicians when 
arguing with the parents the necessity of the operation, (ell 
them, that even it the child could not be saved, yet they 
would be si>ared the horrid sight to see it i<tiangle, and that 
the child " would die easy." So 1 stated niyiidi when my 
experience was limited, witli a perfectly honest conviction, 
Yel, since I liave been disappointed and heard the regrets ot 
intelligent parents who have consented under a plea which 
was not verified, I have cast uiidc tliis fallacious argu- 
ment. Most children operated upon, when not saved, alter 
breathing easy lor a longer or shorter time, have (o enter 
•gain a stage of dyspncea and aspliyxia before agony sets 
in, far more distressing, and impressing itself for mure pain- 
fully on the memory of those around tlieni, tlian that which 
existed before die operation. The sawing sound of croupy 
respiration in its third and fourth stage, ia nothing compared 
with the hissing of the air tliroucb the can ula, when the 
•mailer ramifications of the bronchial tubes are blocked up, 
and with the rattle in the canula and trachea if an opera- 
tion is unsuccessful Kothing more ought to be promised 
than that the access of tlr through the larynx being impeded, 
the operation can cstabUsh an artificial way for the cncranoe 
of air* 

X wilt not waste the time of the Section by going into the 
details of the operation, I shall dwell mainly on points, 
the importance of which has been impressed upon me by 
actual observation and experience. 

I coincide with Dr. Voss that tlie use of aniesthetics is of 
^reat help in the operation, and not more dangerous than 
m otlier suipcol oper.-ktions. Dr. W. von Roth used chloro- 
form fur the first lime in this city, June 14, ISijJ. But I 



beUeve that Snow, of London, preceded him. I have used 
it now eight times, and have seen it used four or five times, 
and never have T noticed any bad effect during the antes- 
thetic condition of the patient, nor was the resiut any other 
one than would legitimately belong to the case. In one in- 
stance, I desisted from continuing the inhalation, becauM 
the Tery refractory child struggled so hard against it^ that the 
dyspncea threatened to assume a dangerous degree. Where 
children ore operated upon in the aiuesthetic stage, being 
the result of accumulation of carbonic add in toe blood, 
there is no necessity of artificial amesthesia. When a suffi- 
cient number of professional assistants is at hand, it jnaj 
be indifferent whether yon give chloroform or not But 
when there ore not enough or wanting, its use will certainly 
facilitate the operation to an immense degree. I may etat« 
here, in passing, that the use of chloroform, as preparatArj 
to the operation of tracheotomy, dispels at once tlie erro- 
neous thcoiT upheld by the most recent authors, and refiit«d 
first by J. Kiemeyer, that spasm of the vocal cords is « 
lar^ly entering element in producing laryogo-stenosis 
besides the swelling of tlie mucous lining and the false 
membrane. If such were the cose, during the artificial sleep 
the dyspnoea ought to diminish, which it docs not percepti- 
bly. In slv>rt, the question of using aniBsthetica in this 
operation ought to be looked npon in this light. I believe : 
The attempt to administer them in m child with croup, of 
course, is resisted, and the d^spncea is tranuently increased, 
a thing not to he done without great counter-balancing 
benefit. This benefit, then. Is the quietness of the patient 
during the operation. 

In a cliild not under the influence of aniesthetics, the pun 
from the ojieration causes struggling, and tliereby increaso 
of dyspnoea. So, increase of ayspntea will be met with, 
only in the second case probably during a longer period, 
and besides tlie shrugging of the shoulders, by the ot- 
tempta to extricate itself oy the increased nilnesa of Ihe 
veins from crying, the operation is mode more difficult and 
dangerous. 

Although Ou^rsant for himself may tmly saj, that for 
him traclieotomy in croup is not more than a phlebotomy, 
yet I find that it is but seldom an easy, ana very ofleo 
quite a difficult operation. Not only the restlessness of tha 
patient, the rapid motions up and down of the larynx and 
trachea, the great distension of the veins make it so, the 
cflmmon symptoms too when we have tooperate forlaryngo- 
stenosis in adults, but to an equd degree, tht duproporiion 
bttuieen Ike lite of the tjirgean't haniU, and the chiU't 
neck. I have, tlierefore, very early attempted to correct- 
this, by making the instruments in size corresponding to 
the child's fTome. 

{Tt b4 CtmMaiMif.) 
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" It is intended to propero for publication the Medical and Sur- 
gical History or the Keballion. 

'The Uedical portion of this work hat been committed to 
Assislaot-SurgeoD i. J. WoonwARD, United 8Iatea Anny. and 
Ihe Surgical part to Brigado-Surgwin Jobs H. BsiKtOH, United 
States Voluiitcera. 

" All medico] ofHeers are therefore reqnosled to cooperate in 
this undertaking by forwarding to this office sucli saniuiry, topo- 
grupliicftl, luedjoai anil surgical reports, ilctaila of cases, essaj'S. 
aud reaulls of iiiveMigulious and uitiuiiieti, as may b« of value 
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Ibr tbis work, fbr which full credit will be giTen in the fortboom- 
ing volumes. 

"Authori^ has been given to both tho abave-named gentle- 
men to UBue, from ticne to time, roch circulars as may be aecea- 
sary to elicit the desired racta, and tfie medical oOcera are 
deaired to oomplj with the requeats which may thus be made of 

" It ia wwcely aeoeaaaiy to remind the medical offloen of the 
regular and *oluDt«er aervices that, through the meaos in quee- 
tioD, much may be done Co advance the acience which we all 
have BO much at hear); uid to establish land-marics which will 
•erve to giiide us in rutore. 

" It is, therefore, oonfldently expected that no one will neglect 
the opportunity of advancing the honor of the service, Uie cause 
of bumaoi^, and hia own reputation. 

"WiLLUx A. Hakhohd, aargem-Oaieral, U.S.A." 

The Director-Qeneral of the British Armj states that 
vbea be was ordered to provide an adequate Medical Staff 
trad the amount of stores likely to be wanted for hoepit&l 
purpoees bj the Army, during the Crimean War, he was 
perplexed to know what would be required, and endeavor- 
ed to determine by searching the records of the Depart- 
ment, and learning what were the wants of the Army 
during tbe Campaigna of Spain and Portugal The eeuch 
prtived unprodnctire, as cmly two or three valueless docu- 
ments .were found, and he was finally obliged to rely upon 
his own unaided judgment He came to the followiog 
very sensiUe conclusion : — " The doubts and indescribable 
anxieties which resulted Qom the obeence of all details cal- 
culated to instruct, under the existing circumstances, led 
me early to determine that my aucoessor should, provided 
I continued in office till the termination of the war, 
never have tn encounter the many difBculties and per- 
plexities which had fallen to my share," Such was the ori- 
gin of the Medical and Surgical History of the British 
Anny during the Crimean War, which vrill long remun 
one of the roost valuable works on MiUtary Sorgeiy in the 
Engli^ language. Its topographical sketches, with maps, 
its minute records of the physical state and surrounding 
conditions of each regiment preceding and during the war, 
i(s detailed descriptions of the diseases which prevailed, 
and, finally, its records of the gunshot wounds, operations, 
etc., etc, render these volumes an inexhaustible storehouse 
of informatiou for the student of Mihtsry Surgety. 

Since our national independence we have passed through 
two wars, both of which Ainiished valuable eiperieoces in 
Uihtary Medicine and Surgery ; but only the most meagre 
and unofficial records now remaii). Mini's sketches give 
us some interesting particulars of the war of 1812, but 
only to make us feel keenly the loss the profession has 
sustained by the neglect of the Medical Bureau to collect 
and preserve the records of that war. The Mexican war 
was also suffered to pass without any attempt at an official 
history of it* medical affairs. We have some aggregates of 
the sick and wounded; but no records which will enlighten 
the future medical historian. The exp^ences of our wars 
have as yet thrown no light upon Military Surgery. We 
are now in the midst of a war which has already revolution- 
ized military science. Its influence on the Science of 
Military Surgery cannot even be snnnised. How careful 
should we be to gather and preserve the fruits of this 
experience, so ample and so ripe, and transmit them to 
the future students of Military Surgery, and add them to 
the medical Lteraturo of the United Sutes. 

While we are not unmindful of the valoable Reports on the 
MwUaal iSSlaluttcsof the Anny which have been issued &om 



this Bureau, we must regard this comprehensive plan of Sub- 
aBOH-OxNKBAt. Hammoud of collecting the materials for a Me- 
dical and Surgical History of the Rebellion, reducing them to 
form, and issuing them ia separate volumes, as inaugurating 
a new era in the Medical Department. The professioD will 
lopk on the undertaking with great favor, and we hail it aa 
the first fruits of that reform which has placed at the head 
of the staff a thoroughly scientiGc and accomplished medi- 
cal officer. If the country should reap no other additional 
advantage from the rcorganiiation of the Medical Depart- 
ment, than thb historical record, it will compensate for all 
the effort required to effect the change. The preparation 
of the history has been intrusted to very able hands. As- 
sist* nt-Suboson WooDWARn, to whom is assigned the Me- 
dical portion of the work, is favorably known to lie profes- 
sion by his contributions to periodical literature, and espe- 
dolty by his etatx)rate and interesting papers on the histo- 
logy of cancer; BmoAni-SuitaEOK Bbiiitoh, who has charge 
of the Surgical port of the history, brings to his task a 
mind well trained by previous study and experience for (his 
specif labor. 

We must remind our readers in the Medical Staff of the 
Army that the intrinsic value of this projected history rests 
ill a great degree with them; from them all the materials 
are to be derived, and upon tlie accuracy and completeness 
of their individual records will depend the perftetjon of this 
great nation^ work. Every surgeon in the service, whe- 
ther in hospital or the field, should keep full and accurate 
Dotes of his experience, and forward them to their proper 
deetinatiou. With those engaged in the field, who often 
see (heir patienta only during on operation, there is a diffl- 
culty about keeping records. The cases operated upon im- 
mediately pass from their observation, are transported to 
hospitals, and subsequently, perhaps, pass through several 
hospitals. About a year ago we proposed a plan of supply- 
ing this defect in tiie history of cases, which seems to us 
practical. We repeat it, in the hope that it may suggest a 
system of note-taking which will make the records of cases 
accurate and complete. 

" It is worthy of conuderation, whether a code of signs 
cannot be adopted, by means of which the surgical history 
of each case can be written with a pencil of nitrate of ulver 
upon some parts of the cutaneous surface, to be transcribed 
and rendered by the ho^itol sui^ieon who receives it." 



THB week: 

AasiBTAHT-SunaioH Joka. Letterium has been appointed 
MiuioiL-DiuoTOR of the Army of the Potomac This i> 
one of the most important postions, just at this time, in 
the Medical Staff of the Army. The lett«r of the Suroeoh 
GiHERAL (in another column) on making thb appoint- 
ment, gives ample and most gratifying evidence (hat the 
present Chief of the Medical Bubeic is fully alive to the 
responubilities of the medical service of the Anny, and that 
a strong will and master-haud will hereafter control the 
duties and destinies of that Department of Government 
It will be noticed, that this appointment is made, not on 
account of seniority, but because the appointee has shown 
his quahficationa for the post by previous important ser- 
vices. This is hereafter to be the guiding principle in the 
selection of officers for important trusts in (he Medical Ser- 
vice of the Army. 

Thi retirement of Db. Triplbr from the position of Medi^ 
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cal Director of the Arm^ of the Potonuc cannot be passed 
by without notice. Since the unfortanate battle of Bull 
Run Dr. Tbiplbr has held this most important and reapon- 
aible post, and has given to the discbarge of it9 duties the 
well directed energies of an experienced mind. To arrange 
and Byatematize the medical affaim of thia large depart- 
ment, both in camp and in field, has required constant and 
ezceswve labor amid a thousand annoyances and perplexi- 
ties. But these dilBculiies have all been overcome, and 
to-day the Army of tlie Potomac has a better medical pro- 
Tigioa than any army in the world. In retiring from thia 
position, we believe Db. Tbipleb will carry with him the 
warm sympathies and kindest wishes for bis future happi- 
ness of the Medical Staff of the Army, and of the volun- 
teer surgeons who have served under Us orders. 

DiTBiHO the past week the law against swill-milk dealing 
in this city was enforced. A large nnmber of milkmen 
were arrested, all of whom pleaded ignorance of the law, 
and after bi;ing suitably reprimaoded were discharged with 
the promise, if agun arrested for the same offence, they 
would be (lualt severely with. 



LETTER FROM THE SURGEON-GENERAL TO SUR- 
GEON LETTERMAN, MEDICAL DIRECTOR 

OF THE Army of the potomao. 

BDBsnii-Omau.'s Omct. I 
WiiHUfOTOK Cm, June 1», 188*. ( 

StR :— Ton are detailed for duty with the Army of the 
Potomac as Medical Director. 

la making this assignment, I have been governed by 
what I conceive to be the best interests of the service. 
Your energy, determination, and fwthfu! dischargo of duty 
in all the different aituations in which you have bean 
placed during your service of thirteen years, determined 
me to place you in the most arduous, responsible, and try- 
ing position you have yet occupied. 

Ud the eve of your departure, I desire to place before 
you some of (he main points which should engage your 
attention. 

You should satisfy yourself that the medical supplies are 
in proper (quantity and of good quality, and that each regi- 
ment has ita (ull allowance, and you will hold the senior 
medical officer to a strict accountability for any deficiency. 
The time has passed when the excuse of " no supplies" will 
be accepted. 

2. Tou will by before the officers of the Quartermaster's 
DnMTtment your necessities in regard to transportation, 
and conmunicate treely with the General commanding 
relative to those things in which he is able to assist you. 

3. You will require all medical officers to be attentive 
and faithful iu the discbarge of their duties, and you will 
report instantly to the General commanding and to this 
office all cases of dereliction. 

4. You wilL in coniunction with Assistant-Surgeon Dun- 
Bter, United Btatea Army Medical Director of tnnsporla- 
tJOD^ arrange for the safe, effectual, comfortable, sad speedy 
transportauon of such sick and wounded as in your opinion 
should be removed from the hmita of the army to which 
jou are attached. You will have in mind, however, the 
provision of General Orders No. 65, relative to the trans- 
portation of troops, and you will therefore, as far as possible, 
provide for these cases at such poin Is in your Tiuinity as 
m^ seem best adapted to the purpose. 

6. You will hire such physicians, nurses, et£., as you may 
require, and as you can obtain on the spo^ making known 
to me immediately your deficiencies in those respects at the 
earliest possible moment, so that I can supply you. 



For the full performance of all these dutiee, you are 
authoriwd to call directly on the Medical Purveyors in 
Washington, Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New Yorlc, who 
will be directed by letter what you have orderedj and of 
whom ; and you are to furnish you with everythmg yon 

sr a^ for, regardless of supply tables or forma. You 

iu 01 ' ' 



s 01 supply 

will only be required to noti^ me, desired to correspond 

IrequenUy with me, and to malie known such wants as can 



only be filled by my requisitions on the several Bureaus 
here, or through the orders of the BecretArr of War. 

And now, trusting to your possesion of those qualities 
without which I should never have asMgned you to thia 
duty, I cominit to you the health, the comfort, and the Uvea 
of thousands of our fellow-soldiers, who are fighting for th« 
maintenance of their liberties. 

I am. Sir, very respectfully, your obed't serv't, 
Wm. a. Hammoot., Surreon-Gen., U. a A. 

Asa't-Sui^ieon Johj. LBrmuux, Medical Director Army 
of the Potomac. 
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Thc Secretary of War having authorized in certain csaea 
the emnloyment of civilians as cooks and nurses for duty in 
General Hospitals (only), the following rules and instruc- 
tions are published for the information of all concerned : 



I THE HOSPITAI. OOSPS OF TEE, UHITXD 

The men of the Hospital Corps will receive each $20.60 

per monthj besides clothing, rations, and medical attendance. 

They will be under mihtary discipline, and subject only 
to the orders of the Medical autiiorities, and will wear the 
undress uniform of a private soldier, with a green haif 
chevron on the left forearm. 

Their duties will be either nurdng the nek and wounded 
of Uie Army in Hospitals, cooking, or any other duties with 
iJie sick at the discretion of Medi(»l Officers. 

They will be divided into sqeads of eleven, one of whom 
will be responsible for the efficiency of the rest. One 
squad will be allowed to every one hundred patients. 

At the usual roll-calls, the chief of the squad will answer 
for the rest to the Hospital Steward, who will thus learn 
the number of vacant beds in each ward, and all other par- 
ticulars concerning the condition and wants of the hospttaL 
which he will report to the Medical " Officer of the Day. 
The term of the service of the Hospital Corpa will be 
according to the necessities of the service, or during good 
conduct. 

The amount of pay and clothing received by each anno, 
with date, will be recorded on their contract, which will be 
as a Descriptive List to go with the nurse. 

The senior Medical Omcer in charge will make a monthly 

Say roll of the Hoepitat Corps similar to Form 12, Medical 
egulations, except the rank and designation, and transmit 
the same for payment to the nearest Medical Disbursing 
Officer. 

Surgeons in diarge of General Hospitals, when so author- 
ised, may make contracts with persons for such service 
according to the provisionB set forth herein. 

WiLLiAv A. HuiHOMD SinujiKOii-GnrsBAi. 
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TsB Hvgeia Hospital at Fortress Monroe is to ba broken 
up, and the patients transferred to a more healthy and con- 
venient place. An order will also be made to tUscoatinue 
sending sick and wounded to Yorktown. There are now 
at that post nearly M«en hundred, and the scoommoda- 
tioQs are very inferior and the water unhealthy. 
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UartlD, Dr, J,, lace presentations, 21, S6. 

Mechanical surgeiy, claims ot; 166. 

Medical bureau, changes in, 261. 

Medical provision on railroads and eteamboata, 66. 

Medical reform Ull, passage oC; 33B. 

Medical aocietiea, influence ot, 196, 

Medical Society of the State of New York, regulatiooi ot, 46; 

proceeding* oC 86, 81, 96, 101. 
Meningitis treated with iodide of potassium, 333. 
Menstrual decidua, 41. 

Mercury, external use of sol of persulph. of, 371. 
Metropolitan health bill, 13B. 
Military hospitals, in fflnnnnati, 270; proper construction of, 

338. 
Military surgery, cases in, 6, 306 ; experisnoe in the practice afj 

331; review of works on, 837, 362, 8C3. 
Milk fever, treatment of, 80. 
Mill Creek Hospital, report ot; 328. 
Minnesota, climate o^ 147, 161. 
Minis, Dr^ death ot, 186. 
Missouri, health itf troops in, 139. 
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Uitchell, Dr. Samuel, latter from, 198. 

Morbua cozoriiu, splint lor trcalineiit o^ 23 ; case ot double, 30. 

HorrU, Dr. P. W^ Utter from, 29a 

Uurder, case of Kuppoaed, 48, G2, T6, 91. 

Uuirmr, Dr. Wm., de&tli o^ 172. 



Naral medical board, 80. ' 

Havj. surgical service of, io fimaa of war, 2T2, 288, 30O. 

NerrouB system, notice of work od patbulog; o^ 1S3, 196, 113, 

22S, 239. 
New remedies, lecture* on, 1, 19, 3S, TG, 103. IIT, 131, 173, 187, 

229, 313, 251, 337, 341. 
N. E, l]ispeQBar}r, arganizatioa of, 312. 
N. J. iJtate Uedical Society, meoting o£ 100. 
N. T.. its sanitary relations to the State, 98. 
N. Y. Academy of Medicine, proceedings oC 40. 
K. Y. Eye Infimiary, reports from the, 3G4, 274. 
N. Y. iiealtli bUls, 70. 

N. Y. Hospital, reports from the, 8, SO, 123, 137, 1S1, IflS. 
N. Y. Stale Volunteer Hoapital, report of; 303. 
N. T. Palliok^cal Society, proceedings of, 10, 26, 40, 108, 124, 

107, nS, 193, 207, 232, 248, 275, 292, 304, 320, 334. 
No^gerath, Dr. B., inversion of nloruB, 230. 
Noyes, Dr. 11. D„ reports o^ 24, 69; amaurosiB, 160; staphj. 

toma cornea:, 264, 2T4 ; extirpation of eye, 275, 260 ; pboto- 

graphs of tba internal eye, 270. 
Kursery and Child's Hospital, reports from, 94, 290. 



ffisophagus, caw of stricture oi; 109; ulceration o^ 187. 
O'tlcBgher, Dr. Wm., cases in military surgery, 7, 305 ; 

from, IH. 
O'Reilly, Dr. J., iridectomy, 356. 
OpbtliolmolDgy, report on, f}9. 
Ovarian cysts, removal o^ 392, 334, 336. 



lOT, remoTsl o^ 334 ; 

Farigot, Dr. I. , psychological medicine, S7. 06, 246. 

Peaslee, Dr. B. K., aniesthesia in midwifLfy, 40, 82; ovarian 

cyst, 303; vaginismus, S49. 
Percy, Dr. S. K., iodide iron, 1 ; corrosive sublimalo, 19, 33 ; 

gold, 70; iodine, 103, 117, 181 ; coldiicina, 173. 187 ; podo- 

phylliti, 339, M3. 257 ; jalapin, 337 ; sulvuuls, 341. 
Perineal section, 8, 9. 
Periucum, laceration of) 386. 

Fliiindelphia College of Pliysicians, new buildiig for, 337. 
Fhtliisis influenced by obronic pleurisy, 178. 
Pbyaicians, public services ot, Ilj9. 
Pierce, Dr. J. D., obituary of, 210. 
Placenta praivia, raooagement at, 27. 
I'neumo'hydro'thorai witLout symptoms, 275. 
Podophyllio, diaracters and properties oC, 229, 343, 351. 
Fooley, Dr. J. H., letter from, 58. 
Foet, Dr. A. C., fracture ol cervix femoris, D4, 108; melanous 

nouroniB, 27ti. 
Putt's disease, spine, niecbanical treatment (br, 79, 121, 192. 
Frofeasioiial ignorance, a cause of, 141. 
Public services of physicians, 169. 

Puerperal diseases, Its^uro on, 47, Gl, 89, 146, 159, 983. 
Puerperal fever in Belkvue Hospital, 233. 
Pulnionaiy apopieiLy, 61. 
Fsyctiotogical medicine, status ofj 87, G6. 
Psychok^, social, 316. 



Railroad provision for wounded, 111. 
Hawson, Dr. C. H , letter from, 130, 199, 313., 
Read, Dr. J. T., letter from, 31. 
Ked tape, iuUucoce o^ 3:M ; loop o( severed, 330. 



Remedy, a, for an evil, S36. 

BicinuB conunuuia, properties of leaves of, 93, 218. 

Rocbard, Dr. Jules, sui^^cal service of Nai7, 312, 388, 300. 



Sanitary coDdition oTN. T, SB. 

Sanitary oammispian, i^ms at, 308 ; review of report i^ 14. 

Sauitary legislation, 28 ; regulations, 241. 

Sarraccnia purpurea in small-poi, 397, 

Sayro, Dr. L. A., letter from, 143. 

Scalp wounds, treatment of) 133. 

Scapula, fracture ot, 39. 

Scarlatina, trachea, Iotthx in, S0& 

Scrive, M., obsequies of. 18, 

Sea.^ckne8H, remedies for, 339. 

Selection vi. Succession, 126. 

Senate chamber, ventilation ot, 3S0. 

Sdfiunrd, Dr. E. B, notice of work by, 1S3, 198, 211, 226, 23B^ 

Sliips, importance of ventilation in, 340. 

Sboulder-joiat, exsection of, 332. 

Sick soldiers, accommodations for. 337, 838. 

J. M., vaginismus, 310, 311 ; removal of ovarian tumors, 



S35. 

SkutI, fractured, base ot, case of, 137. 

Small-poz, pitting in, 27 ; in N. Y.. 44, 98 ; caM of, 133 ; OOD- 
trol of; 225; a new remedy for, 297. 

Smith, Dt. David P., ezperiencea in the practice of military sur- 
gery, 331. 

Smith, Dr. O, K., fractured cervix femoris, 135, 138. 

Smith, Dr. 3. Lewis, diphtheria, 94 ; ulceration cesopbagus, 167 ; 
secondary anichnliia, 193; spnrious hydrocegihalus, 290; der- 
matophyte, 304 ; cboleeteatomalous tumor, 305. 

Smith, Dr. O., letter from, 144. 

Smith, Dr. Stephen, notice of work by, 3a2. 

Solvents, lecture on, 341. 

Spine, case of fracture of; 168. 

Spleen, lobulated inflammation ot; 109. 

Sprinkling of blood, value of in suicide, 11. 

Staphyloma coraeie, cases oi; 261, 274. 

Stillfi, Dr. A., review of work by, 85. 

Stomach, ulceration of; 191 ; cardnoma oC, 330. 

Stricture of uretlira, treatment o^ i40. 

Suckley, Dr. G. S., letter from, 129. 

Suflfioation and hremorrhage, concurring, 77. 

Suicide, medical jurisprudence ot, IB, 50, 63, 76, 91. 

Supra-renal capsule, disease of, 180. 

Surgical ingenuity, S93. 

Surgical Section, proceedings oi; 64, 126, 138, 162, 168, 166, 376, 

Swan, Dr. C. T., letter fhjm, 72, 153. 
Swill milk flnule of, 27a 
Syphilis, prevention o( 348.J| 



Taylor, Dr. I. E.. anssthetios in mtdwifary, S3; nonsboneniDg 

of cervix uteri to end of pregnancy, 312. 
Teeth, syphilitic malformation oi; 236. 
Tompero-maxillaij articulation, destruction tuid reproduction o^ 

Thompson, Dr. J. H,, letter from, 200. 

Thyroid gland, removal of, 10. 

Tibia, necrosis oi; case of, remarkable cure of; 341. 

Tongue, bloodless removal of, 306. 

Tourniquet, description of a new, 280. 

Trachea, foreign bodies in, 300, 

TraeliBolomy in croup, 265, 210, 293, 357, 

TriCicum rcpcns, properties oi; 289. 

Tumor, involving parotid and submaxillary glands, succc«aful 

removal ot, 330. 
Typhoid fever, Eoglisli views of, 112. 



U. S. General Hospital, reports from, 67. 
Urethra, lesion of, 5, 8, 0; stricluro of, 236. , 
Urinals, public, ueceiisily fur, 2S1, 
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Urine, solvent power oti in vesictl calcoli, 341. 

Uterine inBamnutioii, leec^ga in, 140 ; ulcer, caiUM of lUlure in 

trutment oT, 30T. 
Uterua, flbrCK^itia tamor o^ 310 ; invenion al, 330, 380, ST3; 
, non-ihorteningo^ to end of pregnancy, 843. 



VBCdDatitm, aoddentoof, 106, 119, 138; oTibGuits, 194,398. 
Vacdne virui, inSueoee of concuireiit diBenaea on, 1S6, 
Yligina, new melhod of pInggiDK the, 108, 143, 198. 
TagbusmiK^ with the methni of treatment, 310, 317 ; 



Tarlooae ulcere 
Tariola, case ot, 131; 330. 
Tedder, Dr. J. H, 



qdlo^SS; fracture iq>paratu^ 



Yeoico-TBginal fiatula, new ingtranieiit [br, 301. 
Tolunteer sargecni, cotoplimeDls to, 313. 

Toes, Dr. L., removal ot thjrioid glani^ 10 ; tntitMioiny in 
(zoup, 360, 316. 



Wallace, Dr. S. 0., variola, case oq 193. 

Water cloaeta, neceasit/ for pubUc, S6T ; inauoitaiT i 

O^ 380. 
Watson, Dr. J., uuBotheva in midwiTer;, S9. 
White, Dr. & P., Taginigmns, caas o^ 360. 
WUlard, Dr. S. D., letter from, 46. 
WiUiam^ Dr. A. V., death o^ 173, 183, 300. 
Willaon, Dr. Q. B., seniibility of brun, 204. 
Winter aeeaion, close oE 1 M. 

Wiawell, Dr. S. L., compound dislocation of ankle, E3. 
Wood, Dr. J. A., Pott's diseaK oT spine, 79, 111, 192. 
Wounds of throat, movemeota after, 76. 
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SPECIAL NOTICES. 



HimixK.— At U> TMlduM )■ Brooklyn, H. T^BicaAiD H. HmuH, 
ILD., Bhsmii to Um Tint B«Klni«il Lone blud Tolaauen, of hrtr 
«ODtnctad In ounp. 



uxnoBOLOor Airn vscRohoar t 



t VmX HI TH> OITT 



AlMttMit or tb« OOolll Boport. 

rnun Uw.ieih iv of Ju« to tb* *Sd d>r or Ima, IBSL 

J7«a»«— Um, 88; wonwn, Hj bon M; rlris, M-totil, UI. AdulU, 

IM; <ilillilnii,lAl: bu1m,1M; (MuIm, tUT; tohnd, «, IcbnU sndir 

two 7«>n oT «^ U& Clilldniinport«dotDUIniivaDt«,1> i foreign, WO. 

■. > J— ., — ._.. ipopleiT,*; Intuitu* coDTnl- 

[ tntr, n ; tnbaa uid tnitiold 
inptj of hud, ID: InJiiiUk 



rioniiM: «(oop,e; dlphlkoli, 

foTan, 10; souiiniiitlon, M; nuuitt. 1; di 

1, ITj oteNn iD^atnn. Ill; iDl 



>; <rf Innga-U; lawicblti^ B ; «Hi^itloiioriiiiilii.ll; o(liiiigi,B; 
* Ubd dTHDUrj, to ; whooping ooarh, 1. ITS deAtbi ooeiuTod Inn 
U nn , md W ffwn Tlolant gajM. S]l>ii«nDMlT>,NidlMror(ign; 
mCSouDoAMiInlHid; WdJodIn th« Cttj ChvlttH; of wbom i 

ttao BoUoTU UoipiUl, ud » died lo the Knlgnnt lutltntlan. 
t of Uu Atmonilierlcal Boeord of tb* Eut«rn tMipeBHiTi kept IB 
the Huket BDlldJoc So. BT EaHi atnet, New Torii. 
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SPECIAL NOTICEa 

New York Aoadimt or Minoiiib. — The dtmunon on 
" Pdvie SofmaloeM' Jtaving been poitponcd at tht hit meet- 
ing of tht Academy, it loSl be raiimed on Wedneaday, July 
3d. J/ter which. Da. NosoaiB^Ta wiS read a paper on 
" Peri- Vierine Swrnatoe^." 

SionoH or SuMiBT akd SmtaioAL Fatholoot. — The 
Sated Monthb/ Meeting of the Section on Surgery and Sar- 
gieal Pathology, inB not take place as previouJy announced 
wt Ihit Jovmal — due noUce unU he given of the next mettity. 



Lectures on Ophthalmic Surgery. — 
UB. JULICB HOUSEfi'aER.wtllclTeiCODnaofLoetnrFionllw 
PraeHttaud.naor^i^ OptraUomtonlktKf. EHh itDdent will hin 
u opportsnl^ to portorm ererj opentloa MTenl UmH |oa the ejta of 

For fDHIin InfbnuUOB, uiplr to DR HOUBKBaEB, it UI Office M 
WHt Twolflh Stnet, In the fbrenoeB balbre 11 D'dock. 



L Lyons' Pure Ohio Catawba Brandy. 
• ~-Th* nadonlned beatenn to inn 
ortnbUdHd ■ DBFOT IN MEW XOBK 
the Ttwie M Ibeli ClikdiiDMi prieei. 
All ordeit promptlj ntiuded to hj 

6. FBANOHBRB *i. CO., Ko. 1% Broadi 
BOLE AOXSTS. 



[oon.] 

Niw TniK. April t, 18C1. 
■We luiTi reeratlj mnda ■ owefol iniJyil* of Lrnm' CeUwU BrMdr for 
UeMTB. Q. Fruehen * Oil, of thle ollj, frnm Bunplei uken bj ounelrta 
of KT MML ud b«T» rODDd It to be • p«fe«ly pur. utlde wllhoBt ibt 
tartlgn ndnilltDre. We, ttierefore, bive no btaltMlon In nwammendliiK It 
to tbe pnblle, ■• fnlBIIIng ill Ibe rHgnlrsmenle of > pure Bnndr fur Uedl- 

JAUBS B. CHTLTOir ft CO.. Aiuil^Uoat CktmitU. 
lViBm*aBtliBpoeltlan.tbel*belionlbe(enntiienrtlcle hin tbe Oerll- 
atUccf I>i^BvM«fBiMton,prinlodooilkeia. NontO^uMftuvMumtU., 
BA11U£LS it JACOB. Pioriinvi*, 

W Colombta Stnet, OitotMatt 



John W. Shedden, Apothecary, 
M8 Bowerj, oor. 4th St. 

Xlbb'e, AUeo's, Tlldeo'I, HerrlDg^ aad othu Roe pT«pHitlou ilwiys 
Dd ; Abo Pare Chloioform nod OuUte of Cerlom prepved for ni 
by Dnnan FlootbuTt A Co.. EdInhirrBh. 



ro the Medical Profession. — Dr. I. 
PmlCDt hu chuind hli neldenoa ud li pnpmd to rooaln ■ tut 
limited number of petieota In bit countrr boaee it HutlDn, on Ibe Hnd- 
•OB ; he ou be eonanltud Id tqwn U Dr. Donglx' Offlse, St. 11 Clinton 
Plaoe, on ToeidArB ud BnturdiTi, Ibr NerrDii* DiMim ud ll*d]ea.Lognl 



Wm. H. Davol, M.D., late Physician 
to L. I. Collen Hciq)ll(], BrooklTD, reraofnd to St nnl, MlDD. 
BtftrtHoi.-C. LllllihelLK.D., T. t. Muc- " " ■'-' " " "— 
mu, U.D.. of Bi ■■ - -1 ■ -- - 



American Journal of Ophthalmology 

JULIUS HOUBERQEB, M.D., Editob. 



SubMrlptlon Prie* for one jeei (ili nnmban}, U-U ; i 



"Medical Storekeepers. — The follow- 

-^^ lof aitnct of u Aot at Omwreie In nUlau to tlw ^polDtmnit c 
lledlol etorekeeprn ta pobllitaed for the InfonnnUon of persou deilioa 



, I pDbllibed for tbfl Informntlon of poBoiu deilioQ* 

■~ tppl^Dg for iDch > puldon : 

An Acf to Hthoilu tbe AppolDDnent of modleal iBorekoepore nd Aa^ 

klu of boepllik. 
WBt U mmttd bv U< BittaU and Bo 
UiMtd SI(Un qf Amtrtea ta OiMffn— •" 



■utlHctHd to add to th« medlsel di 



Bouf at BtprmntoHtu </ tht 
I ammiUa, nut the SMntiir of 

il deputmcnt of tbe nnnj modioli 

•torekeepen, not aiercdlnf idi In UDDlber, who (hall hire the p*r lod 
imolnmenti of mlUUr; (torekeepic* 1b the qnirtermuter'i deputment, 
wbo (ball be ttllled epoltiaeirlei or dmnliK, who ibiU (IietlHi boodind 
HcotllT rrqulred bf oilitlDf Inwifor mtlttiiritonkevpertinllMqainer- 
niiiter * deportment, MMl who (bill be Hunoiiod at nub nolnu «• Ibo 
nrcenlllu of tbe aim^ auj raqnire: Pmldtd, That Ibe proTlatou el 
tbli act ihall remain In foreaonlvdailu tbe oontiBoaboa of Uie praeeot r*. 
balUon. ApproTod, Maj M, IM. 

IL ThefoUovlDgi»tber^alaUon(whtehwlI]|ni*«TtilbeippnlBtm«iil 
of medical ■LorEkeepan OBdri tb* flnt lootloo ci the foitgolD[ Aot of 

I. A board of Dot lea than thiH medleal oOaan will b* aanmblod by 
tbe Bocretarj of War, to uimUw raob tppUiuu •* maj, br Um, M 
intborlied to appear before it 

%. Cudldate*. to b* elWble to eumlnaHoB, ihall b* lot lea than 
tw>nl7-BTe TMn nor more than fortj jean of ice ; itaall poaeee lolBeleot 
phjilcal ablllu lo perfDnn tbali dntlaa ealUlwiaVllr ; and iliall praaent 
with their appUntfoBtaatllfietnrretldeDee of good moral ebanetw. 

1. Cuidldatea will bare^Dlrad topaaaiatlafetoiTauralnalloB Ib tbe 
ordlBarj branehaa of a good EnglUh ednoatlDD. In pbarmao; ud materia 
medloa ; ud to glTe proof tliat they poaaaaa Iha reqalille bDilnaaa qoallfl. 
oatlona for the poaltloD. 

< The board^wlll report to the Bafretarr of War the ralatlTa merit of 

>L WhnB appalBIed, iKh medloil alDrekeeper will be requlrsd lo Eire a 
bond In tba amount of HO,l)MI befon be abiQ be aUowMl lo uler on the 
petfonauoo irf hit dntlaa. 

Bjr order of the Boeretary of War ; 

L. THOXAS, AiMCTura OnnKU. 
A Board of Media] Offloan for the aiamlnatlaD of appllMnl* will b* 
•oBTtBod In the cIiT of WaiUngton en tbo Ont day of Jalr, to oontlBiw 



Applicatloni 
ralair sf War. 
Sttrfto't-Oiurari OJIet, J\ 



ippaar bafor* l.e Bond ibonU b* addiMHd to tbe See- 



Bent Fro* bj Hall on Baoalpt of Prlo*. 

Consumption, its Early and Remedi- .,^ 

V kblaSI^t*. By Edwanlg Bmlth, U.U. Sro. I^ndom 1B6L N.W. ] 
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AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES ADVERTISER. 



E. & S. FOUGERA, PHARMACEUTISTS, 
No. 30 N. William st» N. Tork, and No. 169 AUantic Bt, Brooklyn, 

GENERAL AGENTS. FOR THE FOLLOWING PREPARATIONS: 



Aonrai : T. METCALF h CO., Bostof, Mass. ; 
MAS80T. St. Louis, Mo. ; 



H. P. WAEELB^ Sar Fsutcisoo, Caldosvu ; B. I* 

, BaLTDIOBI, UABTLUm, BtO;, MSQ. 



To b« hail al4« Irom.Uie tint clu* Drmc StorM. 



AIBESPSTBE'S BLISrERING TISSUE. 

Thto TlM» k iJwv* nlUWa, 1»lB( of ■ iiBtfMni Kmcth ud bHrtnliic 
fn .11 bonn. It li saaL bud/. MMuUDloaJ. ud of > n»t onBTtglMte* fiic 
PKyitelaiu {^Hnt*paUu antatty i^k|FMa<aiw) AurmaoMiHM., iwd 
i^iilMiMi OsnermllT uu Is th. cItII innio.; ItlithaoBlrausiDplend 

■ ■ ■ ■ hiKplul. of Kruc*. 

-.IBFaSTIC FArEK, !• nwd firnubtalnbc UI>- 
uif dmrlng olntmentL 



EAQUm'S CAPSULES, 

AppnT.d br A* FruA Atadsmf of MnUoln*— II.I17 pmoibwl wltb 
-'"lau b; til* ^fealon U liri*. XtiM* OapnUl u* tajfAat toinj 



u b; th* pnfei 
■r prvpvmtlanL 



GENEVOXX PURE OIL OF HOBSE CHESNUT8. 

TU. Aim-Oon pniantlaD 1. imong tba Dnnunnu toplg*] lOpUok- 
tluu pOHHMd bf tunptDtlM, tb* bMt •lUtiul nBMOj tsT GoDi; Khki- 
■•inii, tod NnuLou. 

H.B. n frirfPnporUHit, In ^pt^ls; tU. oil. tonb guillr ob tb* 

uAil^nirl*. 



. J) It HTV trnportcHit, In uiplTliiE thl* oil. ts nb i 

tiout,mihfMaUcompMvialurat4iitBUltau. 

& O£NET0l£, FbWL, 11 Baa dn Beiu 



BLANOAED'S PILI£ OF lODIDJI OF IRON. 

Enn fknUtn, irmj mrii «f intdlsfaM, ngirl* tb* Isdid* of Inn 
(D axsalluit pceunUon, nDlUnf tba pnparUH otboUi IroD ud lodlDib 

Bub pltl codUu om gnln <tf loilld* of troo, tha dow '- ' — *~ " 
plUi ■ i»j, NoM 1* nnnliM wUch b«T* Bat » n*ol 
attachaj u tb* lowar part of tba tait, Ao- Ao. 

3LAN0ARD, Fban., Hv. « Bna 



UlTWMal 
Bonapirta, Puk, 



BONJEAN'S ERGOTINE & DRA.aeE3 OF SROOTINE 

.ffHtfaoii'i AyoMi>«,orpiirtt«4BibHtof Erfet,I.UM iiteollTa lalo- 

^pl* of BaMi* OsmntBin, mlgu H* pcdioBOD* .Dlauno*. In coGMquDa*, 
jSmliim't tra<Mm» mn b* clTU In doi** imiMirtJaiiM* to Ihs dannr U 
tb*aia.<ntbc)<itu]ril(Ll«Ibalir*iifUu<iwUcBt. Tb*di*«of.^iA<M'< 
Br^Mit* 1* tma fira to 10 cnlu. dull;. Ona dn(i* (tbraa fTBln*) nuf 
b* (lir*i>, (nibad, araij two or thia* bnuB, In hb* {ibt* cua* of at*rLa« 

^^"tABKLONTK, FbUL, Kb. 1> Ku Bontbes, Vll]*DaiiT*, Pui*. 



QUETENHE'S IRON AND DRAOfiES OF IRON 

BT HTDBoeSH. 

FbfrialBBi dedroia to bara B lUtbfD] artlDla, will pnaeriba Qmiiitm* 
Qutttnn^a irvn, whlab 1. .lw.7* DBltom mnd nUabla. «nd quit* dlffaraot 
ROm lb* WUBMnlBl Iros br HrdranB. 

It comaa 1b toull botUca, vltb h iTd tnoon oonCalnlnf tiro fcntB. of Iron. 
wbldiliBdoaa. £ QKNETUl^ \t Bqa dM Bum Art*, Parta. 



•iLEBEL'S 8AT0NULE3 OF COPAIVA, Ac, &o. 

Tb* vaMnMj mUdd of OnjMln on Sw rtonuich. oauiiiij D.u»aiii an 
^^-_. — A — '-to decaBfamant^ rafldara It. ODDtjnonl .mplDroi.jit oT 
L.b«l'« BbtoooIm, tha EalMm, bj lu aaponldadon i 



lmpo..lbl.k Id L.b«l'«BBTooiil*a, tha EalMm, by lu aaponulatlon vlth 
4n alaaU, b moAlM In nab > iudiui', that lu dIn.Uon la aujr and II* 
atoontiaB man raadj, biBldaa lla alagaoi tana oid dlatralw imdar ■ ooM- 
iBg of glaln, T*aoT«nd br aogv ii ■ dnc*a, nalthtr olfaiid th. ilgbt nor 



PIERLOT'S VALERIANATE OF AMMONIA, 

FOS SXRVOVS AFFXariOKa. 

Tbla praparatloB )• cot at lU Ilka tha on* prapHad by Ajiiithaiiarla., aflaF 

tha fbruiDl. publlahod 1b th* lounult : II* odor, It. taata. and .bava all. Ita 

■uoeaia, «b«* tba otbor ous Ula, will Ull u ono* bow dlffwaBt thar tn 

«Bafrotn tbaotbar. 

Otniutat PttrloCi Valtrtanait ^ Ainmmla ti a DWaC alBaBelou 
famadj Id Ifnraioia, Xpfltpt, OBnmJ4to7iM, ^Tyiitpla, Am., *«. 
DttOL — Two to threa taaapauimil* dallv. 

PI2BLOT, Pbaa^ 10 Boa UuJUlB^ Parli. 



BOUDAULTS PEPSIN^ 



DoiB.— Bfl*«Bfr*lBB.lB powd«t,two or thraadi 



LABELONTE'S GRANULES OP DIGITALIS,* 

bd SiHiDla ooitalna ona- third ol B intB of HTdro-alnboUa EMiaet of 
DifttallB Pirporaa. TbU pnpantlaB li u oioaU.nt aadatlTa, ■ powirttd 
dlonds, lai U partaotlT aoeiTtaU* to the atomacb. Tbar rafalUa wall 
tba PtiltaUen qf lit Biart, liiirnni twldlr lb* biImit .iM-i t liiB^ atd 
reaurkiblT walllb tba Xtnef iWpUMliiM ^itaarim^ aad BgP*'' 
IroplUtt of tba Btarl, In Titlou Ilnda si Dropal*^ prindfaUr Iboa* 
^rxiptBOBtla to tb* Haail 

DoBBi— ItaOT to tan OnnntM IWIt. 
LABELOmS, Fban, 1» Bn* Boortwa Tlll*BaiiTa. Ptrit. 



duBL fijoad 



FRUNEAD'S ASTHMATIC PAPEa 

' quad^ of Hllnia <f Pstaab, BeD»- 
1^ bun* wall, and lU ' * 



E. & a FOUGERA'8 COMPOUND DEAQ£B3 OFJ 
eAHTOMnna. 

Tbtaa Dngla* eianpomid of Bantoolsa ud Jil^bw an at tb* aama ttmo 
>annlfiig* asd pDrnitlTs— balDi ooalad with ■onr tnir tn pl.int to 
ika,aTaBfbrdlldnB. Eaeb DimI* aoBlBliB h^ a gr^ Sautotdno aait 
ina-IUtbof agrals of JalaplB^ with ehoeolat* and coatfldwlth bbcbi. 

DatB,— T*B W twalt*adyflic*n»diJt)fai>Mt«dtbra*d»Ti. 



QELI8 it CONTE'S DRAGfiES OF LACTATE OP 
IRON. 

loKj of asilDn o( tba Lr—'- " • — - '— — -^ 



tiSobi 

ip^ TaitfaT. "f Iron. 



Imtata^/nmiidi 

toa. Ill* '-■' 

■IdabUlt] 

Itaraa^ tbraa tliBi* a dtj. 



. .. . uid prlBclpallT fb. -- 

Ltacaoni afipUoadon for SturaiMa, BtadaAt, i 
- A<- As. It li IkTonblj apokan of bj Dn. 
•-- •-- "^iBEn•d'A-'— — "- 



d-A^toB Bt. &mitK EWl). 



E & a. FOUGERA'8 DRAGfiES AND SYRUP OF 
PTROPUOSPHATE OF IRON. 

'Hi. aincacj of thl. dbw prapantloii, pontalnluy two ImportaBl a l anaft tt 
of our ^iiaiB, Iroa asd Fbuiptionii, la admltlad b; all Phralolaaa who 
biT* ampIorM IL Balnf boroa aaaltj b; tba moat dalieata (tsraaahi, I* 
aara*. Tan w*ll with roonc ladl**; 11 1* Da*d with d*ald*d baaadt 1b aaas 
S ttnrat debaOt, AnmUa. O^tptfta, JTtwiUtla, aad ptlndpallj 
wb«« B BaTTDO* tuDla 1. ladloatad. 

Doaia.— Two to (oar Dctnaa, thrw tb 
qnonful Ibiaa Hmaa ■ day. r<ir abUdraa 



PEESONNES lODINISED OIL. 

APPB07XD BT TBX fRKlTCB AOADEXT OF HXDICIirK * 

Thli Oil, oonlBlBlBg lodlu Id u aUmaBtair comblBiUOB, fa titt maah 

Ilk. iwMtiliDOBd oil In lUlaataaBdoolori It ha. rrmt adraBtM* tnr 

«id-Ur*i oil, *B It aan ba admlBtatind Ib nuUar qoaad^ aBd wllbovt dla- 

Sit fbr the piUaot. ltlcoid*»T«: tb*ttb*aar*,«atl*aitiom*madUlcB- 
n of tb* dlieaae, bara alwan bean obnlDad qalakar vltb FenMnna'. 
lodlDlBod OU, thBB with eod lliat oU. ThI. oil la Dud Id tba aaaia oaaH a. 
oodllTar «IL Dota.— A taaipooDTD] two or Uu«a tbnc ■ day. 



1> Boa BoBiboB 7IUanaaTa, Pari!. 

E. St S. FOVCtERA, Pburmacentiits, IVew Tork and Brooklyn* - 

Geheral Aghtts roK thk abotb Pbipabatioks. 

N3. Fhakiiackutibtb aiid WiiOLKBALX Druoqists will find it to their advaotttge to tend for our ncm 
fru» GoTTent^ in which the pricea of Imported Frcucli Medicinal PrGparatiom an moch rcducec. 



■yCOOt^lt 
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